
Puppets remain a niche 
part of theater in Iowa
Behind the theatrical puppets, 
several Iowa artists have learned 
how to make a living bringing 
them to life.

Softball falls to Drake
After a promising weekend on 
the offensive side against Illinois, 
Iowa softball’s bats were quiet in 
the team’s shutout loss to Drake 
on Wednesday night. A strong ap-
pearance from the pitching staff 
wasn’t enough, as the Hawkeyes 
only managed 2 hits. 

BY KELSEY HARRELL
kelsey-harrell@uiowa.edu

During the first year of college, the social connec-
tions students make with their peers can determine 
their future at a university, according to a recent Uni-
versity of Iowa study. 

Researchers in the College of Education have stud-
ied how student meal swipes in the dining halls can 
help determine social connectivity. 

The research found that when students visit a din-
ing hall, the amount of time between their meal swipes 
and the meal swipe of the person after them can deter-
mine how often they eat with friends, said education 

BY JOSIE FISCHELS
josie-fischels@uiowa.edu

Eyes narrowed through his round glass-
es, Charles Ray’s hand skillfully sketched 

an image of welded steel rods and wheels 
on the packaging of his Java House bagel. 
Every action Ray, a world-renowned artist, 

I N S I D E

SEE RAY, 6A

World-renowned 
sculptor, alum returns

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
UI alum Charles Ray relaxes above the Iowa River on Wednesday. Ray studied contemporary art and 
has been featured in the New York Times.   

SEE RESEARCH, 6A

Charles Ray, a sculptor and artist, returned to the UI campus 
this week to give a series of lectures with two colleagues. 

Research 
links meal 
swipes, social 
interaction 
A study conducted in the College 
of Education has determined there 
is a connection between students’ 
social connectedness and the 
number of meal swipes they use. 
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The father of art
conservation
George Stout, a UI  alum and former Daily Iowan 
editor-in-chief, saved priceless art from the Nazis in 
World War II and became one of the most influential 
figures in art conservation.

BY GAGE MISKIMEN
gage-miskimen@uiowa.edu

I was already in college when I first heard the 
name “George Stout.”

George Leslie Stout was born in 1897 and went 
on to become a World War II hero and a pioneer 
of art conservation. But despite the century of time 
between our births, the two of us share a few things 
in common: He was an Iowan who attended the UI. 
He was the editor-in-chief of The Daily Iowan. And, 
as it turns out, we are distant cousins. 

I did not learn about our common ancestry 
until my freshman year when I went home for a 
weekend to Marion, Iowa. My parents had rent-
ed the George Clooney-directed film The Monu-
ments Men. It was then my mom told me Cloo-
ney’s character in the film was based on George 
Stout (though they used a different name. Holly-
wood right?) and his efforts to save and retrieve 
art stolen by the Nazis during World War II as 
part of a unit known as “The Monuments Men.” 
Stout went on to be a leading figure in art con-
servation until his death in 1978.

At the time I didn’t think much of it. My col-
lege career here at the University of Iowa and at 
the DI had just begun. I wasn’t that curious about 
George Stout until one day, in the Adler Jour-
nalism Building outside of the DI newsroom, I 
stood and read the wall of former DI editors. 

Their names were displayed in the glass 
case by the front entrance to the newsroom. I 
scanned the list, examining the name of those 

who came before me.
My eyes came across the year 1920-21 and I saw 

that familiar name once again:
“George L. Stout”

• • •

Iowa City filmmakers Kevin Kelley and Marie 
Wilkes were drawn to Stout’s story after they fin-
ished a documentary about Jackson Pollock’s Mural. 
The two unveiled their first project under their new 
nonprofit organization New Mile Media Arts and 
premièred the film around Iowa. The initial pre-
miere took place in Stout’s birthplace of Winterset. 
I spent parts of my childhood visiting that town. It’s 
the county seat of Madison County, Iowa, and the 
movie setting for The Bridges of Madison County. It’s 
also the birthplace of John Wayne, but most impor-
tantly for me, it’s where my great grandma Stout 
still lives to this day. 

Kelley and Wilkes decided to pursue their 
documentary on George Stout, the dapper, 
soft-spoken, and humble art conservationist 
and his career with the Monuments Men and 
his influence on the science of art conserva-
tion. He continued to be an influential figure 
in the field until his death in 1978.

The documentary, Stout-hearted: George Stout 
and the Guardians of Art  was shown in Iowa City on 
April 5 at FilmScene. Both the Winterset and Iowa 
City events were sold out. I attended the Iowa City 

SEE STOUT, 2A

‘George was too busy doing to create his own legend. He was just 
too busy getting things done.’ — Marie Wilkes, film producer

Photos courtesy of the Stout family
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show with my parents; because of 
our familial ties with Stout, I was 
invited to assist with Wilkes, guid-
ing the Stouts on a tour of Iowa 
City, stopping at spots that were 
relevant to George Stout’s days on 
the UI campus.

The filmmakers connected me 
with members of the Stout family. 
Some of them, they had talked to 
for their documentary. 

Through conversations with 
Stout’s relatives, I learned more 
about George Stout’s personal 
side. Who he truly was as a father, 
as a grandfather, as an uncle. 

Stout graduated from Wint-
erset High School and studied at 
Grinnell for two years, leaving to 
serve in a military-hospital unit 
during World War I. 

Filmmaker Kelley said it was 
during this time that Stout saw 
the effects that war had on civili-
zation’s culture.

“He saw the destruction of all 
the great art,” Kelley said. “This 
was the first time this kid from 
Winterset was going to Paris and 
places and seeing the destruction 
of art from war, and I think that 
triggered an appreciation in him, 
too.”

Stout attended the UI during 
the early 1920s. Walter A. Jessup, 
the UI president Jessup Hall is 
named after, was in his first years 
of running the campus. Former 
Hawkeye Fred “Duke” Slater, the 
first African-American NFL line-
man, was dominating Iowa Field 
and become an All-American and 
the eponym of Slater Hall. 

During his time at the UI, Stout 
met the woman who became his 
wife, Margaret Hayes, while tak-
ing art classes in Schaeffer Hall. 
After finishing his undergrad, 
Stout became an instructor in the 
Art Department for a couple years 
before heading to Harvard, which 
was the start of his career as an art 
conservationist in the Fogg Mu-
seum.

Stout and the other Monu-
ments Men went to great lengths 
to save important pieces of art. 
Their mission was to retrieve 
artifacts from Nazis who were 
stealing art for Adolf Hitler’s envi-
sioned Führermuseum.

 This led to adventuring down 
into European salt mines that 
were sometimes rigged with boo-
by traps to prevent the Americans 
or the Russians, who wanted the 
art for themselves, from taking 
Hitler’s potential reclaimed arti-
facts. Many were skeptical about 
the task at hand, questioning why 

saving art should be a focus when 
human lives were being lost.

Stout spoke about how art 
tells the story of our world, our 
triumphs, our mistakes. During a 
speech for the “This I Believe” se-
ries, Stout said:

“Although they might wander 
off, men come back to works like 
these and back to the way of civi-
lization. I believe they always will. 
At such tasks they are free from 
strife, they are calm in the aware-
ness that although the partial of a 
man’s life is small, the grandeur of 
men’s growth is infinite. An old 
saying goes, ‘He who sustains all 
the calamities of the country can 
be the king of the world’; and an-
other: ‘The meek shall inherit the 

Earth.’ This I believe.”
Those who knew Stout 

described him as humble, 
hard-working, and well dressed. 
In his book on the Monuments 
Men, Robert Edsel refers to Stout 
as “the dapper George Stout” 
numerous times. As I talked to 
relatives of Stout’s from Texas to 
Maine, they painted the picture of 
the man behind the monuments. 

George Stout’s son, Tom Stout, 
who currently lives in Maine, said 
he remembers George as a great 
man and a great father. George 
used to take Tom fishing whenev-
er the elder Stout wasn’t working 
and traveling.

“He would take me fishing 
whenever he could,” Tom Stout 
said. “He would do most of the 
rowing, and I would do most of 
the fishing.”

Stout’s granddaughters, Leslie 
Stout Marks, who lives in Texas, 
and Lauren Stout Parker in Indi-
ana both described their grandfa-
ther as dapper as well. The sisters 
were young when Stout was still 
alive, and both said though specif-
ic memories are hazy, the image 
of George Stout as a person is still 
crystal clear. 

“He was always dressed, look-
ing dapper as everyone describes 
him,” Parker said.  “He always had 
that put together look.”

“I remember him being a very 
dapper, humble, easy-going, laid-
back guy,” Marks said. “He was 
very proper. There were no elbows 

on the table, very old fashioned, 
but not in a stuffy, mean way.”

Marks also recalled the times 
the family were together visiting 
and her being too young to truly 
engage in the conversation. 

“I wish I would’ve appreciated 
those conversations and what was 
being said,” she said. “I remember 
crawling under the coffee table at 
everyone’s feet and falling asleep.”

Parker said the most distinc-
tive thing she remembers about 
her grandfather is his voice.

“He had a smooth, level tone 
when he talked,” she said. “There 
weren’t great highs and lows in 
his expression or his emphasis. 
Everything was matter of fact 
and flowed right into the next 

sentence. He wasn’t one of those 
people who came down to a kid’s 
level. He talked to you as if you 
were an adult.”

There is a scene at the end of 
Kelley and Wilkes’ documentary 
that features George Stout’s voice. 
Parker said this was her favorite 
part of the film. 

“When I heard his voice at the end 
of the documentary, it was instant 
tears,” she said. “I just hadn’t heard it 
in so long. I loved hearing that.”

George Stout’s daughter-in-
law, Joanne Rooney Stout married 
George’s other son, Robert Stout, 
now deceased. She said George 
Stout always had an intense interest 
in anyone who was conversing with 
him.

“He had blue eyes that were 
totally penetrating,” she said. “He 
would ask you questions, and you 
became his focus. He didn’t want 
to talk about himself, ever. Unless 
you were talking about a painting. 
Then he would talk about that.”

George Stout’s nephew, Rich-
ard Stout, described his uncle as 
very kind, very quiet, and very 
dry. 

“He was always challenging 
and pushing for instilling knowl-
edge that he had,” he said. “He was 
a fun guy to be with. There was no 
direct leadership or pushing to 
go into any direction. He always 
wanted to know what I wanted 
to do and what I was involved in, 
and then he would start relaying 
his experience in that area.”

Richard Stout also said his un-
cle George was the one that taught 
him how to shave with a straight-
edge razor when he was 14. The 
dapper George Stout is recogniz-
able in black and white photos by 
his thin, meticulously groomed 
mustache. 

“He would have to correct my 
angle all the time,” Richard Stout 
said. “Of course, before he would 
do that, I’d already put a good 
cut across my face. I wore a lot of 
Band-Aids for a while, but he had 
me keep at it until I got it.”

George Stout was also an avid 
pipe-smoker; Marks and Park-
er remember their grandfather 
smoking his pipe often, and Park-
er said she loved the smell. Rich-
ard Stout said his uncle had quite 
the extensive collection of tobacco 
pipes. 

“In college, I decided that 
[smoking] might be a nice thing 
to try, and so he taught me the 
proper way to smoke a pipe,” 
Richard Stout said. “It wasn’t too 
many years later he decided to 
quit, so he gave me all of his pipes.”

After World War II, George 
Stout moved to Boston to serve 
as director of the Worcester Art 
Museum and later the Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum. The 

time in Boston included George 
giving Richard tours of the muse-
um during which George would 
go through each painting, ex-
plaining the restoration work he 
had done. 

“He walked mostly in Boston,” 
Richard Stout said. “He rarely 
drove a car. Once, I got a call from 
my dad, and he said George had 
been in an accident. I said, ‘From 
what? He doesn’t drive.’ ”

One day, George was hit by a 
Salvation Army truck while out 
walking around Boston and in-
jured his hip.

“We always said after that the 
Salvation Army was after him,” 
Richard Stout said and laughed. 
“He must have needed salvation.”

Richard’s father and George’s 
brother was Charles H. Stout, 
the former president of Speidel 
Newspapers. Charles Stout sold 
Speidel, which at the time, includ-
ed the Iowa City Press-Citizen, 
to Gannett in 1976. Richard Stout 
said George and Charles were the 
closest of all of the Stout siblings. 

“They spent a lot of time to-
gether, always did,” Richard Stout 
said. “George was the big brother, 
and my dad just admired him a 
whole lot. A lot of the rest of the 
family didn’t at the time, because 
they didn’t view art as a way to 
make money. Art wasn’t seen as 
productive work, and George took 
a ribbing on that.”

However, those who knew him 
personally or know about George 
Stout said there was no one who 
worked harder than the passion-
ate art conservationist who was 
willing to put his life on the line 
canvassing all of Europe to re-
trieve valued pieces of civilization.

Wilkes said George Stout was 
a meticulous man who combined 
art and science to pioneer mod-
ern methods of preservation. Al-
most every conservation student 
around the world still uses the 
books written by Stout as a pri-
mary text when learning how to 
conserve art.

“There were a lot of people 
working in art conservation that 
drove George nuts,” Wilkes said. 
“He just wanted to get the job 
done. He had artistic sensibili-
ties but a very scientific mind in 
terms of he liked order. He liked 
method. He liked observation 
and documentation. He knew 
what he wanted and where he 
wanted to go.”

Marks said she knew her 
grandfather was involved in the 
war but never knew to what ex-
tent. 

“Those stories just weren’t 
told,” she said. “It just wasn’t in 
the nature of George Stout to 
do that. He was too humble. He 
was doing what he loved. He 
wasn’t doing it to be heroic. He 
just loved art.” 

Marks added that she didn’t 
even know about George Stout’s 
Monuments Men efforts until 
Edsel’s book came out. After 
that, Clooney’s film was made 
and Marks and Parker attended 

the première in New York. 
“I think we have increased the 

George Stout knowledge and 
that part of history so much in 
just the past few years, and I just 
want to see that keep going,” 
Marks said. “I’m shocked it’s not 
in history books.”

Parker said the exposure that 
her grandfather has been get-
ting in recent years is humbling.

“We are so proud to get to 
reveal and get to discover all the 
accolades he so deservingly is re-
ceiving now,” Parker said. “Just to 
think that some of the great piec-
es in the art world that wouldn’t 
be here without George Stout 
and the Monuments Men.”

Wilkes said George Stout’s hu-
mility may be one of the reasons 
that he hasn’t received recogni-

tion until recently.
“George was too busy doing to 

create his own legend,” she said. 
“He was just too busy getting 
things done.”

• • •
The morning after the Iowa 

City showing, I brought George 
Stout’s granddaughters, Leslie 
and Lauren, and nephew Rich-
ard to the DI newsroom.

I wanted to show them the 
editor plaque, the only place on 
the UI campus that recognizes 
George.

I pointed to the spot that made 
my brain light up just a couple 
years before.

“1920-21: George L. Stout”
I turned to look at Richard.
On his face was one of the big-

gest smiles I have ever seen. 

STOUT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Courtesy of the Stout family

‘Those stories just weren’t told. It just wasn’t in 
the nature of George Stout to do that. He was too 
humble. He was doing what he loved. He wasn’t 

doing it to be heroic. He just loved art.’
— Leslie Stout Marks, George Stout’s granddaughter

Courtesy of the Stout family

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Leslie Stout Marks stands for a portrait at MERGE in Iowa City on 
April 5. Marks is a granddaughter of George Leslie Stout. 

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Marie Wilkes and Kevin Kelley, the filmmakers of Stout-Hearted, pose 
for a portrait at MERGE on April 5.

Gage Miskimen/The Daily Iowan
Richard Stout, George Stout’s nephew, stands outside of the old 
Press-Citizen building on Washington Street on April 6.

UI 1922 Yearbook/University Archives/The University of Iowa Libraries
A young George Stout’s Daily Iowan portrait (left)  in the 1922 UI yearbook.
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A traveler in hope and realism journeys to IC
World traveler Pico Iyer will read from his latest book, Autumn Light, at Prairie Lights Bookstore at 7 p.m. today.
BY MADISON LOTENSCHTEIN
madison-lotenschtein@uiowa.edu

After traveling for 32 
years,  writing more than 
1,000 essays,  and pub-
lishing 15 books, Pico 
Iyer will  now fly to the 
City of Literature to read 
from his latest book, Au-
tumn Light ,  at Prairie 
Lights today.

Iyer grew up bouncing 
back and forth between 
the United Kingdom and 
California because of his 
parents’  occupations as 
professors.  These child-
hood journeys inspired 
him to pursue travel 
writing. 

“Iowa City is an epi-
center for writing,” he 
said. “Writing is seen as 
the best kind of occupa-
tion there, and my heart 
starts beating faster 
knowing that I ’m going 
to be there soon. I  even 
had the release of Au-
tumn Light  delayed by two 
months because Prairie 
Lights — and Iowa City 
— are the perfect places 
to launch the book.” 

Iyer had worked as a 
writer for Time  when he 
found a new home across 
the Pacific Ocean. During 
one of his adventures,  he 
landed in Tokyo with a 
20-hour layover awaiting 
him. Instead of remain-
ing confined to the walls 
of a hotel room, Iyer ex-
plored a small  town near 
Tokyo. Based on those 
20 hours,  he decided he 
would return to Japan 
and make it  his home. 
That was in 1987, and he’s 
been freelancing ever 
since. 

“Japan feels like home 
to me, even if  I  will  al-
ways look like an out-
sider with my English 
accent,  Indian skin, and 
American green card,” 
Iyer said. “I  believe we all 
have secret homes across 
the world, places with 

which we have some deep 
affinity,  even if  we have 
no official  affiliation. I 
have a Japanese wife and 
stepkids, but I  stil l  I  feel 
like a delighted tour-
ist there. There’s always 
something different or 
fascinating going on, and 

I can never take anything 
for granted here.” 

Autumn Light  is  a non-
fiction piece that opens 
in Japan following the 
death of Iyer’s father-
in-law. The story weaves 
through the aftermath 
of the death and through 

Iyer’s life but leaves no 
simple “resolution” for 
readers. 

“There is no resolution 
to my book because Ja-
pan reminds me that life 
is a continuing cycle,” 
Iyer said. “The seasons 
change, and the end of 

autumn means the begin-
ning of winter,  the end 
of winter,  the coming of 
spring. All  we can do is 
find beauty and wonder 
in things precisely be-
cause they do not last.” 

Table tennis,  which 
Iyer plays,  snares the 
readers’  attention in the 
pages of Autumn Light.

“It ’s  interesting be-
cause people who are in 
their 70s or 80s will  often 
beat an 18-year-old,” Iyer 
said and chuckled at the 
thought.  “It  doesn’t re-
quire absolute agility,  the 
way football  does.”

Iyer’s books involve 
themes of both hope and 
realism and how the two 
complement each other. 

“It ’s  how to balance 
hope and realism,” Iyer 
said. “Bringing together 
the fact and truth of im-
permanence and beauty 
of the world that we only 
begin to notice when they 
are falling away.”

City plans inaugural 100-mile family bike ride
Iowa City will hold a family bike ride around Terry Trueblood for the first time in May as a part of the city’s annual Bike Month festivities. 

BY CALEB MCCULLOUGH
caleb-mccullough@uiowa.edu

At a national meeting 
of the League of Ameri-
can Bicyclists in March, 
local bicycle advocate Bob 
Oppliger, a member of the 
organization’s Board of Di-
rectors, learned of an event 
that piqued his interest: 
100-mile bike race around 
a local lake in Fergus Falls, 
Minnesota. 

After learning about that, 
Oppliger spoke with Brad 
Barker, the Iowa City rec-
reation superintendent, 
about bringing a similar 
event here.

“I thought about it and 
decided we could do it at 
Trueblood [Recreation Ar-
ea],” Oppliger said.

The event, scheduled for 
May 12, is called the True-
blood 100. Teams of two or 
more will be able to com-
plete one of four distance 
tiers taking laps around 
Terry Trueblood Lake at the 
recreation area.

While the event that in-
spired the ride was an indi-
vidual race, the organizers 
of the Trueblood 100 want it 
to be a casual family event. 

“It’s very much ‘drop in, 
do it at your own pace,’ 
” Barker said. “We really 
want to encourage families 
to stick together.” 

Four distance options 
will be available to teams: 
100 miles, 100 kilometers, 
50 miles, and 50 kilometers. 
Oppliger said they created 

those options so that any fam-
ily would be able to partici-
pate.

One lap around the lake 
is 1.82 miles, Barker said. 
For the full 100-mile route, 
a family of four would need 
to complete 14 laps each. 
Team members are also en-
couraged to complete the 
laps at the same time.

Also at the event will 
be educational opportu-
nities for bikers, Barker 
said. There will be a station 
teaching bicycle etiquette, a 
helmet-fitting station, and 
a bicycle-maintenance sta-
tion. 

Iowa City has designated 
May as Bike Month for 30 
years, Oppliger said, and 
the Trueblood 100 is just 
one of many events that the 
city will conduct during the 
month. 

Oppliger, an exercise sci-
entist, said events such as 
the Trueblood 100 help to 
keep the community active 
and healthy. 

“The best preventative 
health-care measure in the 
world would be to get peo-
ple more active,” he said.

The event is being par-
tially hosted by Iowa City 
Area Development Group, 
a company that focuses on 
entrepreneurship and eco-
nomic development in the 
community. 

Tom Banta, the group’s 
director of strategic 
growth, said he has spent a 
lot of time working to make 
Iowa City a bike-friendly 

community. Banta said his 
group helped to coordi-
nate conversations among 
different organizations in-
volved in the event and pro-
vided the connections nec-
essary to make it happen. 

Community events such 
as this, he said, are central 
to the group’s economic-de-

velopment goals. Economic 
success is heavily based on 
creating a healthy, vibrant 
community where people 
want to live, he said.

“Whether it’s attracting 
and retaining business in 
the region or developing a 
workforce, you also need to 
have an eye toward creating 

communities that people 
want to be a part of and live 
in,” he said.

The ride also happens to 
fall on Mother’s Day. While 
the scheduling wasn’t nec-
essarily intentional, Barker 
said, it is appropriate for 
the family-based environ-
ment the organizers hope 

the event produces. 
“It’s really just kind of 

getting families out there 
and participating in some-
thing on Mother’s Day,” 
he said. “We like the idea 
of people coming out and 
celebrating their moms on 
that day and taking a few 
laps around the lake.”

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
The entrance to Terry Trueblood Recreation Area is seen on Wednesday.

Contributed

‘I believe we all have secret homes across the 
world, places with which we have some deep 
affinity, even if we have no official affiliation.’

— Pico Iyer, author of Autumn Light
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Opinions

EDITORIAL POLICYSTAFF

COLUMN

‘Racially charged’ to
‘racist’ is right move
AP updated its stylebook to ban usage 
of euphemisms to describe or report on 
instances in which racist behavior is evident.

COLUMN

Harris stands out on the campaign trail for her charisma and understanding of Iowa voters.

This past week, I had the 
pleasure of attending both 
Democratic California Sen. 
Kamala Harris’ town hall in 
Iowa City and an event held 
by her campaign to mobilize 
volunteers in the eastern Iowa 
region.

Presidential-nomination 
candidate Harris brought a 
crowd of almost 1,000 to the 
IMU on April 10 and left those 
in the audience with a feel-
ing of hope for the rest of the 
campaign season. Harris dis-
cussed many policy proposals, 
including the criminal-justice 
system, immigration, college 
tuition, foreign policy, and 
the Green New Deal, while 
also putting a large emphasis 
on education. 

Directly before the town 
hall, Harris met with Iowa 
educators to discuss her plat-
form and announced to the 
crowd at the event that she 
hopes to raise teachers’ sal-
aries by $12,200, which ap-
pealed to many in attendance.

But in a campaign season 
with more than 20 candi-
dates, how does Harris for the 
People stand out? It is hard 
for anyone to decipher which 
of these Democratic candi-
dates, who often have similar 
policy plans, are viable for 
the presidency and worth our 
time and dedication. In an 
especially critical presidential 
election, how will the Demo-
cratic candidates argue their 
cases against their colleagues 
and friends?

Overall, Harris spoke well 
and hit home within many 
Iowans as she shared many 
of her personal tidbits that 
helped create her path to the 
presidency.

I attended a volunteering 
event for the Harris cam-
paign to get a better look at 

her overall strategy and to 
see exactly what her tactic is 
to stand out as a frontrunner 
these next several months be-
fore the Democratic caucaus-
es. I believe Harris is one of 
the most viable candidates in 
the running thus far. 

Harris is running a cam-
paign that feels personal 
and unique but with enough 
national momentum to feel 
like Harris will make a dif-
ference nationwide. In my 

opinion, the campaign has 
done an effective job of de-
ciding who its target voters 
are and how to effectively 
communicate with its con-
stituents. The campaign 
successfully reaches out to 
potential voters, striking a 
chord within many as Harris 

shares her passion for civic 
activism and equality in the 
United States. Among many 
other popular policy plat-
forms, Harris uses her back-
ground in law enforcement 
to relate to voters and push 
for truth and equal deliber-
ation. 

In a tweet by FiveThirtyEight 
Editor-in-Chief Nate Silver, 
Harris was ranked among the 
top tier in likelihood to win the 
nomination.

Although these polling 
results are likely to change 
drastically as the next few 
months continue, this is a 
huge step in the right direc-
tion for the Harris campaign 
and a promising result to the 
efforts the California senator 
and her campaign have made 
so far.

It is clear that many can-
didates are making notable 
appearances across the state 
of Iowa and on the University 
of Iowa campus, but Harris’ 
trips have been extremely de-
liberate and strategic because 
she understands the value of 
Iowa voters. So far, her in-
vestment in Iowa visits and 
campaign roots in the state 
have been beneficial and 
crucial to her success in the 
Hawkeye State and arguably 
the entire Midwest. Her com-
mitment to lesser heard vot-
ing groups and charismatic 
personality have been — and 
will continue to be — a large 
advantage to Harris’ suc-
cess in the 2020 campaign.

The newspaper industry’s 
“bible” was updated and re-
vised in late March/early April, 
and chaos ensued in the world 
of journalism as reactions were 
posted on social media. While 
some were outraged at the 
updated usage of the percent 
symbol, others embraced more 
nuanced changes. 

One such change that I wel-
comed with open arms was the 
Associated Press decision to 
avoid using the phrases “racially 
charged,” “racially motivated,” 
or “racially tinged” when de-
scribing issues that center on 
the construct of race. Instead, 
the stylebook suggests using 
“racially divisive” to be more 
clear. However, the new AP style 
ban on using those phrases “as 
euphemisms for racist or rac-
ism when the latter terms are 
truly applicable,” according to 
the 2019 AP Online Stylebook, is 
the change I most admire.

The decision to move away 
from “racially charged” to 
“racist” or “racism” when it’s 
blatantly applicable is a huge 
shift in the right direction for 
addressing social issues that 
permeate our culture. It’s nice 
to see AP listening to the people 
and taking into consideration 
the facts of a situation, allow-
ing journalists to consider the 
nature of an event or scene 
and how it can be relayed to the 
public fairly and accurately to 
the best of their knowledge.

When I say AP is actually 
listening to the people, I mean 
it. Starting in the 1950s, when 
the Civil Rights Movement 
was picking up steam, usage of 
such euphemisms as “racially 
charged,” “racially tinged,” “ra-
cially insensitive,” or “race-re-
lated” were being used more 
often to address events as they 

were occurring, according to 
Cornell historian Lawrence 
Glickman. Fast forward al-
most 70 years, and the usage 
of these euphemisms to de-
scribe scenes in which discrim-
inatory actions are being taken 
against people of color like the 
white-nationalist rally in Char-
lottesville, Virginia, or racist 
statements from Rep. Steve 
King, R-Iowa, comes across to 
those communities as inaccu-
rate reporting and disguising 
the real actions.

The usage of “racially 
charged” was a phrase that 
immediately pushed away mi-
norities or people of color who 
were victims of such racism. In 
the usage of race euphemisms, 
journalists were invalidat-
ing the experiences of those 
victims and communities — 
whitewashing a scene — rather 
than accurately depicting in-
formation. 

A foundational principle of 
journalism is to report as fair-
ly and accurately as journalists 
can and relay that informa-
tion to the best of their ability 
to the public. Racism is real 
and should be recognized in 
the media as an issue, rather 
than excused or convenient-
ly overlooked with safe usage 
of race-related euphemisms. 
When white people call the 
police on black people who are 
doing everyday activities, those 
are acts of racism. The general 
public needs to recognize it as 
such. With journalists as the 
gatekeepers of information, 
they have the responsibility 
of relaying information to the 
public as accurately and fairly 
as possible — and that includes 
reporting on racism.

“By not confronting racism 
or reducing it to matter of opin-
ion on an individual or system-
ic level in our journalism — the 
first draft of history — we leave 
a less accurate record for those 
who come behind us,” Associ-
ated Press national writer on 
race and ethnicity Errin Haines 
Whack said. “We are not in the 
hint business; we are here to 
report facts, including the dif-
ficult facts of racism.”

I could not agree more.
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The case for Kamala Harris in Iowa

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Sen. Kamala Harris, D-Calif, speaks during a town hall at the IMU on April 10.
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In college, resources sur-
round us. There seems to be a 
service for anything students 
might need, from late-night 
driving services to a bake 
sale hosted right when the 
intense craving for a cupcake 
arises. While students are 
usually the first to jump on 
deals, health seems to be the 
one thing they wave aside. 
It is easy to assume you are 
fine when you have a minor 
cough or have been feeling off 
for a day or two — but what 
happens when a few days 
turns into weeks? With this in 
mind, the university is here to 
assist in more ways than one. 

Student Health & Well-
ness has a plethora of events 
and resources that students 
may not know about. For ex-
ample, the Refresh app, dis-
played on the Student Health 
website, analyzes students’ 
sleep patterns to pinpoint 

any issues that might be pre-
venting them from getting 
good sleep. 

Another thing that college 
students learn quickly is that 
sickness travels fast. With 
students constantly inter-
acting with one another, it is 
important that precautionary 
measures are taken, especial-
ly during the peak of flu sea-
son. For this reason, Student 
Health provides free flu shots 
at various locations during 
the fall semester. 

While the college life is ri-
diculously busy, these are the 
kinds of deals students should 
go after — if prevention is 
available and is free, why not 
jump at the opportunity? I 
have watched friends ignore 
suspicions about their health 
with the belief that their con-
dition would eventually get 
better. While all of my friends 
have eventually recovered, I 
know others might not share 
the same luck. Sometimes, 
students need assistance with 
issues that are more serious 
than cold symptoms or lack 
of sleep. 

The Mirage is an event in 
December that offers free HIV 
testing and a condom casino 
alongside drag performances 
to promote safe sex practices 
while also forming an alliance 

with the LGBTQ+ communi-
ty. There are also events that 
allow students to test their 
physical fitness, from get-
ting free assessments of their 
muscular endurance to blood 
pressure and resting heart 
rate. Events such as these 
provide awareness on numer-
ous levels and promote future 
healthy practices. Student 
Health also offers free ap-
pointments to students want-
ing to quit smoking tobacco 
and e-cigarettes, especially 
for those who want to quit but 
aren’t sure where to start. 

The Emma Goldman Clinic 
offers a variety of resources 
for women in need of afford-
able health services. Some 
of the many services include 
“discounted prices for stu-
dents, free pregnancy testing 
and options counseling, and 
services for victims of rape 
and incest.” The website al-
so provides an “Ask Emma” 
section in which people can 
anonymously submit any 
questions that they might not 
want to ask someone directly. 
The topics of these questions 
range from the clinic itself 
to general questions about 
birth control and STIs. The 
clinic provides a vital space 
for women to turn to when 
they might not know what to 

do next. It is important that 
those who may be in need of 
the clinic’s services know of 
Emma Goldman’s affordabil-
ity and readiness to assist. 

College puts students at a 
crossroads. Suddenly, you have 
to be responsible for your own 
health — your parent or guard-
ian isn’t here to tell you when to 
take a step back and take care 
of yourself. While it is easy to 

persuade yourself that you can 
manage on your own, it can be 
just as easy to reach out and 
get the medical assistance you 
need. Sure, students become 

independent upon reaching 
college;  however, the various 
health resources available in 
Iowa City emphasizes that stu-
dents don’t have to be alone.

How to take care of your health on campus
COLUMN

The UI campus is home to a plethora of health resources available for students to use.

McCall Radavich/The Daily Iowan
Student Health & Wellness is seen on May 31, 2016.

TAYLOR NEWBY
taylor-newby@uiowa.edu

‘So far, her investment in Iowa visits and 
campaign roots in the state have been beneficial 
and crucial to her success in the Hawkeye State 

and arguably the entire Midwest.’

NICHOLE SHAW
nichole-shaw@uiowa.edu
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Professor Nicholas Bowman, 
a researcher on the study. 

The Computer Science 
Department had previously 
conducted research on the 
meal-swipe data of students, 
Bowman said. The data were 
compared with GPA and sec-
ond-semester retention rate 
but were never published. 
Bowman and his colleagues 
expanded upon the research, 
he said. 

Observing how often stu-
dents interact with others 
can predict student reten-
tion and graduation rates, 
Bowman said. 

“The thing I find so shock-
ing about that is even at 
the end of the first week 
this meal index is related to 
graduation,” Bowman said. 
“So it suggests that these dy-
namics really start early on 
when students are enrolled 
in school.” 

The research looked at 
students who had graduat-
ed any time in the last nine 
years and they also looked 
at retention to the third and 
fourth year, Bowman said. 
The researchers also looked 
at alternative explanations 
for why the student meal in-
dex might be lower, he said. 

If students leave the UI 
early on in the first semes-
ter, their meal index is going 
to be lower than those who 

stayed for the entire semes-
ter, Bowman said. The re-
searchers did additional data 
analysis through observing 

student meal swipes during 
the spring semester and no-
ticed the same results as in 
the fall semester, he said. 

Through living in the res-

idence halls, first-year stu-
dents have the opportunity 
to interact with and form 
friendships with the people 

living around them, said 
Von Stange, the assistant 
vice president for Housing & 
Dining. This gives students 
people they may choose to 

eat with frequently, he said. 
“When [students] move 

from their homes that 
they’ve spent 18 years in or 
longer to residence halls, 
that’s a definite change,” 
Stange said. “That sense of 
connectedness, that sense 
of belonging is critically im-
portant, and we can’t under-
estimate that.” 

Housing & Dining has a 
residence-education model 
that focuses on conversa-
tions among residence as-
sistants and students to get 
a sense of how connected 
they feel to the university 
and their sense of belonging, 
Stange said. 

Depending on the time of 
day and what meal students 
eat, they may choose to go to the 

dining hall by themselves. UI 
first-year student and Hillcrest 
resident Dana Schmidt usual-
ly eats breakfast by herself but 
always eats other meals with a 
group of friends, she said. 

Through living in proxim-
ity to other students, it’s easy 
to make connections with 
people, Schmidt said. Living 
in a residence hall is how 
people make connections 
during their first year, and it 
was crucial in her experience 
at the UI, she said. 

“I feel like getting the big-
ger meal plan is a better way 
to be social,” Schmidt said. 
“Because everybody just goes 
[to the dining hall], and you 
have all the meal swipes you 
can just keep going to the 
dining hall with new people.” 

sculptor, and University of 
Iowa alum, took was that of 
an artist in a constant state 
of work. 

Today marks the last day 
of Ray’s three-day trip to Io-
wa to give lectures and meet 
students. Having created 
everything from minimalist 
sculptures to re-creations 
of images capturing the de-
tailed reality of nature and 
human-made objects, Ray’s 
work is difficult to classify in-
to one particular category, but 
all of it has crossed boundar-
ies and altered how people 

think about art, said Lauren 
Lessing, director of the UI 
Stanley Museum of Art. 

“Your eyes are often flum-
moxed by what you’re see-
ing,” she said. “It blurs this 
boundary between what is 
art and what isn’t.”

Residing in the Iowa 
House during his stay, Ray 
comes to campus as an 
Alumni Fellow of the College 
of Liberal Arts & Sciences. 
With him, theorist Graham 
Harman, distinguished 
professor of philosophy at 
the Southern California In-
stitute of Architecture, and 
Richard Neer, distinguished 
professor of art history at 
the University of Chicago, 
will give talks as well. 

“[Charles] didn’t want to 
just come and do one lec-
ture where he just talked 
about his sculptures,” said 
Nic Arp, the director of stra-
tegic communications for 
the Liberal Arts College. “He 
had the idea to invite two 
friends of his and do a lec-
ture series.”

Ray graduated from the 
UI School of Art and Art 
History in 1975, and his 
work has been displayed 
in exhibitions nationwide. 
While at school, he studied 
under Roland Brener, who 
exposed Ray to Modernist 
sculpture, and intermedia 
Professor Hans Breder, 
Lessing said. 

  “You can see influences 

of both of those artists in 
Ray’s work,” she said. 

 By simply making a brief 
connection with Brener, 
Ray was able to get into an 
advanced sculpting class his 
very first year. The casual 
atmosphere of the UI in the 
’70s encouraged students to 
break rules and experiment, 
Ray said, which allowed 
him to work overnight on 
some of his projects, acts 
that would exasperate his 
professors but resulted in 
some of his greatest work at 
school.  

“I would sneak into the 
sculpture studio through 
the window,” Ray said. “I 
would climb up two sto-
ries, and go in at night, 

and sometimes just work 
all night long. You could do 
things like that back then.”

Most recently, Ray’s 
sculptures are made of steel, 
modeling human figures. 
Bernhard Mendes Bürgi, 
the director of the Kunst-
museum Basel in Switzer-
land until 2016, said Ray 
works in ways that focuses 
on sculptural principles and 
questions of proportion, di-
mension, space, and weight. 

“It’s the way I understand 
the world — through sculp-
ture,” Ray said.  

Other works of his have 
replicated real objects. One 
of his sculptures, Unpainted 
Sculpture, details an entire 
car demolished in an acci-

dent, with even its smallest 
parts cast in fiberglass to be 
displayed as a whole. Less-
ing said seeing the sculpture 
herself changed the way she 
viewed every car accident 
from that moment forward. 

“I always think the best 
works of art are works of art 
that change the way you see 
the world,” Lessing said.

Arp said the Liberal Arts 
College invites its most dis-
tinguished alums back to 
campus each year through 
the Alumni Fellows Program.

“Charles is the most 
important contemporary 
American sculptor alive,” 
Arp said. “To have him be 
one of our alumni is really a 
wonderful thing.”
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‘That sense of connectedness, that sense of 
belonging is critically important, and we can’t 

underestimate that.’
— Von Stange, assistant VP for Housing & Dining
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eventual 4-run fifth, ju-
nior Allison Doocy came 
on in relief. She packed in 
3 strikeouts in her sole in-
ning. Much was the same 
for Erin Riding, who came 
entered in the sixth and 
posted a strikeout while 
giving up only 1 hit.

The team scored a lot 
of runs last weekend 
against Illinois — the team 
knocked in 15 runs during 
the doubleheader on April 
13. It appeared that the 
offensive plague that had 
stricken the team for sever-
al weeks had finally lifted. 
But then came another qui-
et performance against the 
Bulldogs.

Eleven Hawkeyes struck 
out, and only junior Havyn 
Monteer managed to get 

a hit (she had 2). Four 
Hawkeyes did draw walks, 
though, but nothing came 
of them — Iowa stranded 
six runners.

“Havyn did a great job to-
day, she battled at the plate 
with two different pitchers, 
one who was just draft-
ed,” head coach Renee Gil-
lispie said in a release. “She 
knows to make it happen, 
she’ll find a way on. We are 
looking for her to continue 
that this weekend.”

It was a close game un-
til Drake broke it open in 
the bottom of the fifth. The 
Bulldogs only knocked 2 
hits in the inning, but an 
Iowa error and numerous 
steals gave way to a 4-run 
inning.

“We have to be mentally 
tougher to not have innings 
that allow a lot of runs,” 
Gillispie said in a release. 
“We are still fighting and 
we want to put it all togeth-

er this weekend [against] 
Rutgers.”

Iowa has shown it can get 
everything going, but it has 
yet to be seen if it can get 
all these things going at the 
same time. 

The pitching was solid on 
Wednesday, but the offense 
wasn’t there to respond. 
The bats were hot for much 
of last weekend, but the 
pitching staff gave up runs 
left and right. Fielding was 
sketchy at best in March 
but has improved recently. 
The squad needs to mesh all 
of these elements.

The team has improved 
a lot in the last several 
weeks, and it will continue 
to do so. But as the season 
progresses, the Hawkeyes 
must stay consistent.

Iowa will continue the 
Big Ten slate, taking on 
Rutgers in a three-game 
series in Piscataway, New 
Jersey, starting Friday.

DRAKE
CONTINUED FROM 8A

team has experienced.
Despite a brand-new 

coaching staff and eight 
new players — including 
four freshmen who regular-
ly find themselves among 
the starters —  Iowa was 
still able to post its best 
nonconference record since 
2013, 14-9.

That Iowa’s success has 
not transferred to confer-
ence play probably has a lot 
to do with the strength of 
this season’s Big Ten and 
with the inexperience of the 
team.

However, going by Gil-
lispie’s goal of improve-

ment, Iowa has certainly 
showed some of that.

Freshman Abby Lien is 
one of the Hawkeyes who 
has shown some steady 
growth this season. She en-
tered Big Ten play having 
played in 20 games and bat-
ting just .170.

In Lien’s five games be-
fore Wednesday, she has 
found her groove. She rode 
a streak of five-straight 
games having reached base, 
and in those five games Lien 
hit a .500 (5-for-10) with a 
homer and two RBIs.

More impressive than her 
hitting, at least to Gillispie, 
has been her ability to stay 
composed in the batter’s 
box.

“She’s just relaxed,” 
Gillespie said. “She doesn’t 

try to over-think. I think 
Abby’s found her relaxed 
state, and she’s able to stay 
comfortable in the box. I 
love her because she’s re-
laxed and she’s doing her 
job.”

Lien attributes her suc-
cess and ability to stay 
cool under pressure to 
the friendly competition 
among her and her team-
mates.

“I just look to my team-
mates to push me in prac-
tice,” Lien said. “Even lit-
tle competitions before 
games if they’re hitting 
well, it makes me want to 
hit well.”

Hallie Ketcham is anoth-
er freshman who has made 
some strides in her game 
over the past few weeks.

She had a mediocre non-
conference slate after bat-
tling back from an injury, 
but she has come around 
the last several games. In 
her last seven games, Ket-
cham has hit .333 (6-for-18) 
and has scored 2 runs. She 
can get on base and wreak 
havoc with her base-run-
ning.

“My approach at the plate 
is getting base hits and 
getting on base,” Ketcham 
said. “I want to help my 
team score and win. I have 
worked hard this offseason 
to be comfortable at the 
plate to step up and in those 
moments.”

Iowa’s next opponent will 
be Rutgers, which they will 
play this weekend starting 
Friday.

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8A

one unit, so everyone has to 
be synced up. [You have to 
be] able to motivate people 
during races. If you’re neck-
and-neck in [a] race, like we 
were last year against Ohio 
State, being able to make 
critical calls to get the rowers 
to produce a power that we 
need to excel.”

Both of the athletes attend 
Iowa to be nurses. Becker is 
a sophomore, and Jones will 
start her job in the neonatal 
intensive care center here in 
Iowa City after graduating in 
May. 

Jones is the coxswain of 
the I Varsity 8 boat. Before 

coming to Iowa, Jones was 
on the diving team at Valley 
High in West Des Moines. 
Standing at 5-feet tall, she 
knew her height may be an 
advantage for a coxswain, so 
she emailed coach Andrew 
Carter, and the rest is history. 

Through being a coxswain, 
this senior has learned how 
to lead while working along-
side others.

“I have definitely learned 
a lot of leadership skills,” she 
said. “As a coxswain, you’re 
definitely one of the leaders 
on the team. You’re with four 
or eight different rowers in 
the boat. So, being able to 
maintain a balance of being 
a leader but also working 
with the rowers and with the 
coaches.”

Becker came to Iowa from 

Muscatine and also joined 
the Iowa rowing team to be 
a coxswain with hopes of 
learning leadership skills. Io-
wa’s I Varsity 4 boat coxswain 
has learned even more than 
that in her first two years.

“I’ve learned a lot about 
myself,” she said. “I’ve 
learned a lot about other 
people on my team and how 
to communicate with others 
more effectively. I’ve learned 
to take every day and make it 
the best you can, because to-
morrow is never guarnteed. 
Especially with rowing. We 
never know if we are going to 
get on the river the next day 
or not, so just taking every 
second we have on the water, 
and making the best of it, and 
just transferring this into my 
daily life. Being positive in 

every aspect.”
The two also shared their 

hidden talents. Jones has a 
special knack for catching 
food in her mouth, and if 
someone gives her a word, 
she can automatically come 
up with a song that goes with 
it.

Becker’s talent is a tad dif-
ferent.

“My hidden talent would be 
that I’m a very good cold-wa-
ter swimmer, and I like to 
practice that in Muscatine 
because I’m a Muscatine river 
rat,” Becker said and laughed.

With this weekend’s rac-
es being canceled, the two 
Hawkeyes won’t steer their 
teammates through the com-
petition until April 27 in Aus-
tin, Texas, in the Longhorn 
Invitational.

ROWING
CONTINUED FROM 8A

David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Hallie Ketcham throws the ball back to the infield against Western Illinois on March 27 at Pearl Field. The Leath-
ernecks defeated the Hawkeyes, 10-1.

http://www.sharplessauctions.com


BY PETE MILLS
peter-mills@uiowa.edu

Drake shut out the Hawkeye 
softball team, 5-0, in Des Moines 
on Wednesday evening, stretching 
Iowa’s road losing streak to four 
games.

Drake extended its winning 
streak to 16 games. The Bulldogs 
are on a tear right now, posting dy-
namic offensive numbers, and the 
complete win against the Hawkeyes 
night was no exception.

Sarah Lehman started in the cir-
cle for Iowa, and she posted one of 

her strongest outings of her career. 
The freshman struggled in many of 
her opening appearances this sea-
son and she had a 5.94 ERA heading 
into Drake. She gave up 8 earned 
runs in 5 innings in her previous 
start, so she needed a solid outing.

She gave her team every chance to 
win, giving up only 3 earned runs in 
4 innings. But offense was a strug-
gle for the Hawkeyes, and the team 
couldn’t capitalize on a better out-
ing from the starter. 

Lehman was not the only Hawk-
eye to post a solid outing. When 
the starter got into a jam in Drake’s 

BY JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

Iowa softball sits at about 
the midway point in confer-
ence play  with a 2-10 Big Ten 
record, 16-22 overall.

Obviously, that’s a less than 
ideal for any team, and even 
worse, the Hawkeyes are in 
last place in the Big Ten.

Throw in their 1-7 home 
record so far, and it has all 
the makings of a lost season, 
but that’s not the mantra this 
team has, and it’s certainly far 

from the goals head coach Re-
nee Gillispie has.

Her mindset is focusing on 
improvement.

“We’re looking to be bet-
ter than last year, and we 
are looking to be better than 
we were yesterday,” Gillispie 
said. “The girls are in a good 
place right now, and they are 
very focused on what they 
need to accomplish.”

Records never tell the 
whole story; they tell even 
less when improvement is the 
goal, something the softball 

BY SARAH ALTEMEIER
sarah-altemeier@uiowa.edu

Most people know the general role athletes 
play on their respective sports teams. Wide re-
ceiver? Catches passes. Point guard? Makes plays 
and handles the ball. Goalie? Guards the goal. But 
what does a coxswain do?

The coxswain sits at the stern of the boat, navi-
gating the rowing crew through the river or lake. 

Iowa rowing’s varsity coxswains are Logan Jones 
and Katherine Becker. 

“To be a good coxswain, you have to be able to 
— we’re steering almost 60-foot-long boats — so 
you have to be able to steer well,” Jones said. “You 
have a rudder on the boat that you steer with. You 
have to be able to make calls and keep the rhythm 
in the boat for the rowers because we operate as 

“We’re looking 
to be better than 
last year, and we 
are looking to be 
better than we 
were yesterday. 
The girls are in a 
good place right 
now, and they are 
very focused on 
what they need to 
accomplish.

— Head 
coach Renee 
Gillispie on the 
improvements in 
Hawkeye softball

HAWKEYE UPDATES

STAT OF THE DAY

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

Iowa track’s Jenny 
Kimbro ran the 100 
hurdles in 13.3 
seconds, setting a 
personal record and 
posting the program’s 
all-time second-
fastest time.

Roman Slabach/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Abby Lien swings in the first game of a doubleheader against Illinois on April 13 at Pearl Field. Lien popped up to right field. The Hawkeyes fell to the Illini 12-11, 
but came back to win the second game.
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13.3 seconds
in the 100 hurdles

Iowa softball works on improving 

Michael Guhin/The Daily Iowan
Iowa rowers row during the first session of the women’s rowing meet on Lake MacBride on April 13. 

The guiding voices 
for the rowing crews

BY ROBERT READ
robert-read@uiowa.edu

The first day of the Bryan Clay Invitational 
has come to a close for Iowa track and field, 
and the Hawkeyes have had some success. 
They sent three multi-event athletes to Azu-
sa, California, for the meet.

Tria Simmons and Jenny Kimbro compet-
ed in the heptathlon for the Iowa women, 
and Peyton Haack displayed his all-around 
talents in the decathlon.

Through four events of the heptathlon, 
Kimbro is in fifth with 3,477 points. Sim-
mons is just a few spots behind, in eighth 
with 3,422 points.

Both had memorable performances in 
the 100-meter hurdles and 200 meters, with 
each setting a personal best in both.

In the hurdles, Kimbro ran 13.30, and Sim-
mons came in at 14.00. Kimbro ran 24.31 in 
the 200, with Simmons finishing just behind 
at 24.46.

Haack joined the two women with a per-
sonal bests of his own, jumping 6.68 meters 
in the long jump and 1.87 meters in the high 
jump.

He sits in 13th place through five events 
with 3,658 points.

Competition is scheduled to resume at 8 
a.m. today.

Three Iowa track 
athletes set 
personal bests

SEE ROWING, 7A

Halfway through the multi-
events at the Bryan Clay 
Invitational, three Hawkeyes 
put up personal bests.

Sophomore Katherine Becker and senior Logan Jones play roles on the 
Iowa rowing team that people may not know much about: coxswain.

Hawkeyes sweep Big Ten 
field honors

Iowa track and field throwers 
Laulauga Tausaga and Reno 
Tuufuli were named Big Ten 
Field Athletes of the Week on 
Wednesday.

The honors come after their 
performances at the Musco 

Twilight 
Invitational, 
in which the 
two Hawkeyes 
accounted for 
five of the team’s 
10 first places.

Tausaga swept 
the women’s 
throwing events, 
winning the 

discus (59.09 meters), hammer 
(58.02), and shot put (15.29).

Tuufuli placed first in the 
discus (62.54) and the shot put 
(17.90). His toss in the discus was 
a personal best and ranks third in 
the nation.

This is the third-consecutive 
week and fourth time this year 
that Tausaga has won the honor. 
Tuufuli earned the title for the 
first time this season and the 
second time in his career.

SEE SOFTBALL, 7A

Iowa softball pitchers put the team in position 
to win on Wednesday, but quiet bats helped 

Drake keep Iowa off the scoreboard.

Tausaga

Iowa men’s basketball 
2019-20 Big Ten matchups

Home: Ohio State, Rutgers, 
Wisconsin
Away: Indiana, Michigan State, 
Northwestern
Home/Away: Illinois, Maryland, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, 
Penn State, Purdue

SOFTBALL

Softball may have a rough-looking 
record, but the Hawkeyes can see some 

bright spots.

SEE DRAKE, 7A

Hawkeye Football Day to 
take place at Banks Field

Before Iowa baseball’s Saturday 
matchup with Big Ten-leading 
Nebraska, spring festivities for the 
Iowa football team will take place 
at Banks Field.

The event was scheduled 
after  this year’s spring game was 
canceled because of maintenance 
work at Kinnick. More than 30 
Hawkeye football players will 
be on hand to sign pregame 
autographs.

The event will be capped off with 
football quarterback Nate Stanley, 
who will take the mound and throw 
out the ceremonial first pitch.

Because of the maintenance at 
Kinnick, an open practice was held 
earlier this spring.

The event is set to kick off at 
1 p.m., and the first pitch of the 
game is slated to be thrown at 
2:02 p.m.

Iowa women’s basketball 
2019-20 Big Ten matchups

Home: Illinois, Indiana, 
Michigan State, Ohio State
Away: Michigan, Northwestern, 
Purdue, Rutgers
Home/Away: Maryland, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, Penn 
State, Wisconsin

Iowa - 0              Drake - 5



The weekend in arts & entertainment

Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar
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On a stage stacked with boxes and suitcas-
es, puppeteer Liz Howls pulls out a vinyl re-
cord, commencing the sounds of music box 
playing.

While she’s performing a one-woman 
show, she’s not alone. Accompanying her is 
a puppet with the head of a crow and a body 
of human.

Inside a space often used to entertain chil-
dren, the room is filled with adults cast in 
darkness. Howls shows them her piece, “Mu-
sic Box,” a tale of a woman seeking to fix her 
broken music box. 

Prevalent in many forms of media, pup-

petry has been a staple in several franchises. 
Used in a vast array of entertainment such 
as The Muppets, Little Shop of Horrors, Avenue 
Q, and War Horse, puppets are effective tools 
in storytelling. With the use of their hands 
and shifting tone of voice, various types of 
puppet artists are scattered throughout Io-
wa, bringing life to the motionless. 

Located in West Branch, a small-blue 
building sits between various businesses in 
downtown. A painting of tree with various 
characters is displayed with the title Eulen-
spiegel Puppet Theater Co.

Monica Leo, the owner and founder of Eu-

lenspiegel, grew up surrounded by puppets. 
Both of her parents were refugees from Nazi 
Germany. Her mother, a metal worker, con-
tacted a craftswoman living in Germany who 
specialized with puppets. After the war end-
ed, her mother ordered a set of puppets that 
Leo eventually inherited. 

She graduated with a degree in art and a 
minor in English, wanting to do freelance 
work somehow. With her love of puppets, 
she began creating her own and selling them 
at art fairs. One of her friends approached 
her to put on puppet shows herself. Although 
she said she “did it for laughs” at first, her 

SEE PUPPETS. 3B

BY SARAH STORTZ   | sarah-stortz@uiowa.edu

Puppets have remained a niche element of theater. Despite puppetry’s obscurity, 
several artists in Iowa have learned how to make a living bringing life to dolls.

Performance artist Liz Howls performs at the Eulenspiegel Puppet Theater Company on April 12. Eulenspiegel is a performance space in West Liberty specializing in puppetry.

Pulling all the strings



TODAY 04.18WRESTLE

BTS’s  MAP OF THE SOUL: PERSONA

You don’t need to understand a lick of 
Korean to bop hard to BTS. The K-pop 
boy band has soared to popularity; 
recently, the group dethroned Ariana 
Grande’s “thank u, next” as the most-
viewed video in the first 24 hours of 
its release with its “Boy With Luv” vid-
eo. Its April 13 performance on “Satur-
day Night Live” marked the first time a 

K-pop band has played the iconic stage, and they knocked it out of 
the park. Despite having only seven songs, MAP OF THE SOUL: PER-
SONA offers a variety of tasty beats, catchy synth, and vocals from 
straight-up rap to soft and sweet vocals. Boy bands are back, and, 
quite frankly, better than ever — and they’re coming to us in the 

form of BTS. 

Song pick: “Intro: Persona” 

2B 80 HOURS

WEEKEND EVENTS

FRIDAY 04.19

Teen Spirit follows Violet (Elle Fanning), a reserved singer with aspira-
tions to achieve stardom. Encouraged by a retired opera singer (Zlat-
ko Buric) to enter a prestigious singing competition, Violet leaves her 
small Polish town and single mother in pursuit of her dreams. Making 
its world premiére at the Toronto International, Teen Spirit has received 
temperate reviews.

OPENING MOVIE
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FILM
• WRESTLE, 1:30, 6:15 P.M., FILMSCENE, 118 COLLEGE
•  EVERYBODY KNOWS, 5:15, 8:15 P.M., FILMSCENE
•  THE MUSTANG, 2, 8:30 P.M., FILMSCENE 

MUSIC
• LOMAX, GUTHRIE, SEEGER, AND THE FOLKWAYS: A LECTURE 
RECITAL,  5:30 P.M., VOXMAN CHORAL ROOM
• MACKENZIE MAURICE, 5:30 P.M., VOXMAN RECITAL HALL 

• LATITUDE ENSEMBLE ALL-IMPROV CONCERT,  7:30 P.M., 2451 VOXMAN  
• LOUI CONCERT II,  7:30 P.M. VOXMAN STARK OPERA STUDIO 
• SHAWN SEGUIN, 7:30 P.M., VOXMAN RECITAL HALL 
• PRIDE ROCK IOWA CITY BENEFIT,  8:30 P.M., TRUMPET BLOSSOM, 310 E. 
PRENTISS  
• EUFORQUESTRA, 9 P.M., GABE’S, 330 E. WASHINGTON
• SOULSHAKE, 10 P.M., GABE’S

MUSIC
• EMMA MELICK, 11:30 A.M., VOXMAN RECITAL HALL 
• KAMAL TALUKDER, 11:30 A.M., VOXMAN CONCERT HALL   
• KIERSTEN TRAUX,  1:30 P.M., VOXMAN RECITAL HALL 
• TAYLOR WOOD, 3:30 P.M., VOXMAN RECITAL HALL 
• DAVID ZOLLO & THE BODY ELECTRIC, 8 P.M., MILL, 120 E. 
BURLINGTON
• SPECTRAL SNAKE WITH WE ARE THE WILLOWS, 8:30 P.M., TRUMPET 
BLOSSOM
• DOWNLINK,  9 P.M., BLUE MOOSE 
• MY SPACE EMO PROM, 9:30 P.M., GABE’S 

TEEN SPIRIT

ALBUM PICK
— Josh Balicki

— Naomi Hofferber

FILM
• SCIENCE ON SCREEN: GRAVITY, 3 P.M., FILMSCENE

SUNDAY 04.21

SATURDAY 04.20

Name: Leah Asheri 
Nyanginywa, Fulbright 
Scholar

What's your fashion 
style?: 
It’s kind of African style, I 
feel like. African prints and 
leggings. I just love African 
prints.

Where do you usually 
shop?: 
I’m just new here, so I usual-
ly go to Target. I bought this 
back home in Africa. 

How has your fashion 
changed over the years?: 
Ever since I came to Ameri-
ca, it kind of changed a little 
bit. Back home it’s really 
hot, and here especially in 
Iowa City—it’s really cold. 
So I had to change.

Naomi Hofferber/The Daily Iowan

STUDENT FASHION

EUFORQUESTRA

MYSPACE EMO PROM

GRAVITY

PICO IYER

SCOOBY DOO

THEATER
• APPLE SEASON, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE
• SEVEN SPOTS ON THE SUN, 8 P.M., THAYER THEATER 

MUSIC
•  MIKE STUD, 7 P.M., BLUE MOOSE, 211 IOWA
•  IOWA STEEL BANDS, 7:30 P.M., VOXMAN CONCERT HALL
•  ROBERTA RUST, 7:30 P.M., VOXMAN RECITAL HALL  

LITERATURE
• NONFICTION FELLOW: DAN CRONIN READING, 7 P.M., ENGLERT, 221 E. 
WASHINGTON

• APPLE SEASON, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE
• SEVEN SPOTS ON THE SUN, 8 P.M.,  THAYER THEATER 

THEATER

LITERATURE
• PICO IYER, 7 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS ,15 S. DUBUQUE

FILM
• IC DOCS JUROR PROGRAM: DESSANE LOPEZ CASSELL, 1 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• IC DOCS JUROR PROGRAM: LAURA IANCU, 1 P.M., FILMSCENE 
• SPECIAL EVENT: STRENGTHEN GROW EVOLVE, 2 P.M., FILMSCENE 
• BIJOU AFTER HOURS: SCOOBY-DOO DOUBLE FEATURE, 11 P.M., 
FILMSCENE   

• CLARA MORALES,  7:30 P.M., VOXMAN RECITAL HALL
MUSIC

THEATER

• APPLE SEASON, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATER, 213 N. GILBERT 
• SEVEN SPOTS ON THE SUN, 8 P.M., THEATER BUILDING, THAYER THEATER

FILM
• IC DOCS JUROR PROGRAM: JAMES N. KIENITZ WILKINS, 3 P.M., 
FILMSCENE 

LIVE
Glass Blowing

Demos
Sat 4/20 • 12-6pm

$5 OFF
1st online order $20+

www.thewedgepizza.com
Gluten free crust &

Vegan cheese available

517 S. Riverside Dr.
Iowa City  |  337-6677

THUR: 1/2 Price Drinks
FRI: $4 Big Girl Margaritas

$2 Shots of Fireball
SATURDAY:

$1 OFF Signature Cocktails
$5 Double Wells

215 E Washington St | Iowa City
quintonsbaranddeli.com

DinnerDrinksDiversions• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

106 S Linn Street 
www.thekonnexion.com

LIVE
Glass Blowing

Demos
Sat 4/20 • 12-6pm

• Princess
   Tunacorn
• Ed Dubick
• D D Sherpa

featuring



80 HOURS 3B    THE DAILY IOWAN   |  DAILYIOWAN.COM  |  THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2019

craft eventually brought her 
to start the theater. 

Eulenspiegel has pro-
duced a wide variety of 
shows for audiences of all 
ages, many of them being 
based on folktales.

Sitting on the couch, Leo 
grabbed a soft-sculpted, 
tabletop puppet to demon-
strate how he moves. He has 
a spring in his neck, allow-
ing him flexible neck move-
ment, along with a shoulder 
piece that the neck is hooked 
to. His head is made of pa-
pier-mâché, while his body 
is composed of cloth and 
stuffing.

“You can do an awful lot 
with a character like this 
that really has that one con-
trol,” Leo said while maneu-
vering him. 

Leo said the biggest ad-
vantage of puppetry is how 
actors can into any charac-
ter they’d like without lim-
itations. 

“I can play anything I 
want to because I’m not lim-
ited by my gender, my spe-
cies, or my age,” Leo said. 
“If I were a human actor, I’d 
have a very small repertoire 
of roles I could play at my 
age.”

Leo focuses her work on 
telling a linear story for the 
audience, while others use 
puppets as an additional 
tool for standup perfor-
mances.

Lisa Laird, a full-time ven-
triloquist based in Orange 
City, Iowa, said she blames 
her current profession en-
tirely on her children. 

When they were in mid-
dle school, her children were 
involved with organizing 
the puppet theater at their 
church. Once the director 
quit, Laird and her husband 
took over the position.

As he began working with 
the puppets, she realized 
how effective puppets were 
in telling stories, entertain-
ing children, and getting 
their attention. She eventu-
ally went full-time with her 
ventriloquism and retired 

from teaching.
Since her career began, 

Laird has traveled all over 
the Midwest to perform in 
libraries and classrooms for 
children. Laird also uses her 
puppets for adult shows and 
women’s groups.

With kids, she said, the 
focus is more on the actions 
of the puppets as opposed to 
the dialogue, because chil-
dren tend to focus more on 
the puppet’s movement. For 
adults, it’s more about the 
message, whether it’s come-
dic or something serious. 

Using a puppet of an el-
derly woman named Grand-
ma Dori, Laird is able to ap-
proach the topic of dementia 
and explain the importance 
of remembering one’s history 
to a group of adults.  

Owning 22 puppets, Laird 
said bring they bring a dy-
namic to her show that she 
can’t have while performing 
alone. 

“Basically, a ventriloquist 
is just a comedy duo, except 
you’re doing both the parts.” 
she said. “There’s just some-
thing about the extra dimen-
sion that makes what hap-
pens a little stronger.”

Puppetry is an art form 
that often requires collabo-
rations with many different 
kinds of artists. For Laird, 
she’s responsible for the mu-
sic, visual art, and writing the 
script. 

“When you throw puppetry 
in there, you have the ability 
to use all aspects of art in one 
performance,” she said. 

Often while Laird is per-
forming, she said, her pup-
pets will say something that 
she didn’t plan. In these in-
stances, she said, the puppets 
have become a part of her 
brain.

Leo said she’s had similar 
experiences with her own 
puppets.

“I don’t assign them, they 
tell me what their personal-
ities are,” she said. “If you’re 
working with more than 
one character, you’re almost 
physically using this differ-
ent parts of your brain to do 
that.”

Loyce Arthur, a  Univer-
sity of Iowa associate pro-
fessor of theater, teaches a 

course called Mask and Pup-
pet Crafts, in which students 
have the opportunity to cre-
ate diverse types of puppets. 

Balinese puppets hang in 
her office, and Arthur said 
she’s intrigued with puppets 
all over the world.

While traveling in several 
different countries, she said, 
she observed how different 
puppets are used in separate 
cultures. Viewing dragon 
puppets in China to mari-
onette puppets in Czechia, 
puppets can be used for ritu-
als or entertainment depend-
ing on the culture. 

“There’s something about 
seeing that that kind of sto-
rytelling where you know it’s 
not real, but you connect to it 
because of everything that it 
can do,” Arthur said. “Some-
times, you even forget that 
you don’t focus on the puppe-
teer, your focus goes on the 
being that’s telling the story, 
and it attracts us in some 
way.”

The increasing use of CGI 
in films has caused a decline 
in more traditional puppet 
uses. Arthur said the shift is 
entering a new medium of 
puppetry. 

“You’re still creating this 
being that comes forward to 
tell you the story, and that’s 
what’s happening with the 
animation,” Arthur said. “It’s 
just much more complicated 
than what you would do with 
just a sock.”

Leo said she acknowledges 

how many people don’t take 
puppetry seriously as an art 
form, but not without good 
reason — there’s a large 
amount of bad puppetry. 
Being a profession in which 
many people can enter eas-
ily, she said, several puppe-
teers don’t take it seriously. 

“If I had a nickel for every 
fake Muppet that’s out there, 
I could retire right now,” Leo 
said.

Developing a strong char-
acter separate from the per-
former is a crucial part in 
creating a strong ventrilo-
quist act, Laird said, with the 
ventriloquists knowing how 

to establish themselves with-
out moving their lips. 

“When that puppet is just 
sitting there and has no life 
to it, and you can’t tell it’s a 
separate being from your-
self, you’ve lost the illusion,” 
Laird said.

Every now and then, Leo 
said, she wonders when she’s 
going to retire, but then 
she recalls that her mother 
was still working on a metal 
sculpture when she died at 
96. Remembering this, she 
said, she doesn’t see herself 
giving up on telling stories 
anytime soon.

“It’s just the combination 

I love,” Leo said. “I’ve always 
loved doing things with my 
hands. For me, it started as as 
a visual art. But I also really, 
really love telling stories, so I 
think I’d have a hard time if I 
had to give them up.”

For Laird, the most gratify-
ing part of her career is when 
she returns to libraries and 
children approach her to talk 
about her puppets, whether 
they’re asking her how a cer-
tain puppet is doing or telling 
her they wrote a stories based 
on of her characters. 

“To me, that’s better than 
any paycheck I can get,” 
Laird said.

PUPPETS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
Performance artist Liz Howls presents a behind the scenes look at her performance piece “Music Box” at the 
Eulenspiegel Puppet Theater Company on April 12.

20% OFF
WHOLE STORE ALL DAY!

4/20

Open every day 10am - 10pm

106 S Linn Street 
www.thekonnexion.com

20% OFF
WHOLE STORE ALL DAY!

LIVE
Glass Blowing Demos • 12-6pm

• Princess Tunacorn
• Ed Dubick
• D D Sherpa

featuring

4/20
Freebie
w/Every
Purchase

Plus Other
Give-Aways
Throughout

The Day

http://www.hersoupkitchen.com
http://www.iwantwood.com
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Between homework and harmonica
STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

UI junior Lily DeTaeye is a singer/songwriter who has recorded with Des Moines’ Station 1 Records throughout college.

BY PHILIP RUNIA
philip-runia@uiowa.edu

Referred to by some as 
a “real-life Hannah Mon-
tana,” Lily DeTaeye is in 
fact living the best of both 
worlds. On weekdays, she 
can be found in the EPB 
writing, but on the week-
ends, she practices her 
songwriting, guitar, ukule-
le, piano, and harmonica in 
the recording studio. 

Station 1 Records picked 
up DeTaeye in 2016 just be-
fore she came to the Uni-
versity of Iowa. Her future 
managers, Tobi and Tom, 
approached her at 80/35, a 
music festival, with an of-
fer for a recording contract. 
The Des Moines native 
said she felt at a disadvan-
tage, but she is optimistic 
standing out in the music 
industry as an Iowan. She 
said she wrestled with the 
decision for a semester be-
fore deciding music was too 
important to her to leave 
behind, regardless of the 
challenges. She decided to 
tackle both and signed a 
contract that January.

“It isn’t unrealistic, but 
you have to work your ass 
off,” DeTaeye said. “Like 
anything, you can make 
money as a musician. 
There’s no guarantees 
you’re going to be Ariana 
Grande, but maybe that’s 
not what you want anyway. 
You just have to work for 
it, and something will hap-
pen.”

The UI junior is pursuing 
a degree in creative writing, 
with a minor in theater and 
certificate in arts entrepre-
neurship. Her professors 
have all supported her mu-
sic career and have helped 
her incorporate it into her 
studies, she said. While 
other students in her major 
often pursue writing nov-
els or poetry, DeTaeye uses 
her learning to enhance her 
lyrics.

After signing the con-
tract, DeTaeye recorded her 
latest collaboration with 
rapper Markaus, “Barely 
Breathing,” the same day. 
Her featured hook in the 
song showcases her steady 
vocals. The song is the one 
of the first capturing a 
shift in DeTaeye’s sound 
from folk-pop to alternative 
blues-rock, she said. The 
21-year-old has performed 
since she was 13, but she 
said she felt as though it 
was time to grow her musi-
cal style. Her managers re-
inforce and encourage this 
in her, telling her no one 
wants a stagnant star.

“I think I had this mental 
block about what people are 
going to think if I grow up,” 
DeTaeye said. “[My man-
agers] are there to be like, 
‘You’re going to change … at 
the end of the day, if you’re 
making music and feel good 
about it, that’s all that’s go-
ing to matter.’”

DeTaeye’s upcoming 
album will showcase her 
changing sound and a slew 

of songs concerning wom-
en’s empowerment and 
mental health. The sound is 
inspired in part by the Black 
Keys and Brandi Carlile, 
she said. The album is ten-
tatively titled Bite Back. Not 
unlike her strawberry wrist 
tattoo, DeTaeye’s songs fea-
ture imagery of food and 
consumption to illustrate a 
story about mental health, 
being a woman, and biting 
back.

“[Mental health] has been 
a big thing that I’ve been 
learning how to publicly 
say, which is really freeing,” 
DeTaeye said. “The songs 
are a little more edgy for 
this record.”

As a woman in the mu-
sic industry today, she 
said, she feels valued and 
well-treated by her manag-
ers and is grateful to have 
one of them be a woman. 
They are honest with her 
about the often-unrealis-
tic expectations that may 
be placed upon her. They 
have conversations about 
safety while touring, how 
people will judge her lyrics 
and photos, and what that 
all means for her as an art-
ist. DeTaeye was the first 
female artist Station 1 Re-
cords signed. 

“As far as living up to 
my expectations, they beat 
them,” DeTaeye said. “… I 
really do feel completely lis-
tened to, so it’s good.”

DeTaeye’s new album 
will, tentatively, drop in the 
fall.

Hometown: Des Moines

Year in School: Junior

Age: 21

Top artist she listens to: Black Keys, Spoon, East Forest

Dream place to live: Denver

Dream place to work: Austin, Texas

Favorite place for a late-night bite: Her kitchen for cereal and almond milk

Favorite movie: Heathers or Sandlot

Last song stuck in her head: “I Will Survive” (Gloria Gaynor)

Instagram: @lilydetaeye

FAST FACTS

Contributed

http://www.theatre.uiowa.edu
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