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Former Colorado Gov. John Hick-
enlooper, a brewery-pub owner turned 
politician, seemed at ease when be-
hind the bar at Backpocket Brewery in 

Coralville and a 6th Anniversary Stout 
in his hand.

Speaking over the top of the noise of 
the bustling Coralville brewery, Hick-
enlooper built on his pitch as a unifier, 

BY MARISSA PAYNE AND SARAH WATSON
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Iowa Democratic 2nd District Rep. 
Dave Loebsack announced April 12 he 
will not seek re-election to Congress in 
2020.

Loebsack, who sits on the House En-

ergy and Commerce 
Committee, was 
first elected in 2006, 
bringing his years of 
service in Congress 
to 14 years by the end 
of his seventh term in 
Congress. 

“… Having grown up in poverty, I 
never would have imagined having the 
honor of serving as the voice of Iowans 
in the U.S. House of Representatives,” 
he said in a statement. “To best achieve 
that, I made it a point to meet with folks 
where they live, work and play in order 
to focus on improving their lives. I have 

worked hard to ensure ALL Iowans have 
had their voice heard.”

Loebsack said he had only planned to 
serve 12 years at the most when he was 
first elected, but the election of Presi-
dent Trump made it apparent he “need-

Cancer survivor turns 
adversity to optimism 
Dylan Slattery, a two-time cancer 
survivor, wasn’t sure he’d live to 
see another day five years ago. 
Now, the 27-year-old reaches 
people through coaching, speak-
ing, and hosting a podcast about 
overcoming adversity and seeking 
positivity.

UI partners with Con-
golese community for 
pregnancy research
The UI tries to identify barriers 
for Congolese women searching 
for prenatal and pregnancy care 
through research.

UI research addressses 
vision problems
UI Ph.D. student Brittany Williams 
conducts research to address seri-
ous and common vision impair-
ments, such as night blindness.

Tyler Cook heads to NBA 
Draft 
One familiar member of the Iowa 
men’s basketball team won’t be 
back for another season: leading 
scorer Tyler Cook. After declaring 
for the NBA Draft and returning for 
his junior season last year, Cook 
plans to hire an agent and leave 
the program this time around.

Iowa rowing finds
success, room for
improvement at home
The Hawkeye rowing team battled 
some intense weather, but Iowa 
came out with novice and varsity 
wins in its first home meet in 
three years. In addition to the 
victories, three Hawkeyes picked 
up invitations to the U23 World 
Rowing Championships team 
selection camp. 

I N S I D E

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.

UISG hosts second First-Gen Summit 

BY ANNIE FITZPATRICK
anne-fitzpatrick@uiowa.edu

When Yolanda Norman took the stage to tell her 
personal journey through higher education as a 
first-generation student, students and faculty lis-
tened to a story of resilience and courage much like 
their own. 

First-generation students at the University of Io-
wa were invited to celebrate their journeys in higher 
education at the IMU on April 13 in the “I’m the First” 
First-Generation Summit. UI Student Government 

hosted the event, held for the second time this year.
The student-led event featured keynote speak-

ers, a task force discussion, and opportunities for 
students to share their stories in higher education. 
One-fourth of UI undergraduate students identify as 
first-generation, and the UI said this summit’s goal 
is to increase support and outreach for students on 
campus.

Award-winning educator, poet, and public speak-
er Donovan Livingston, the a event’s keynote speak-
er, told The Daily Iowan that “visibility is everything” 
for first-generation students. 

Livingston, while not a first-generation student 
himself, said that he saw the experience of being a 
first-generation student through his parents’ expe-
rience in higher education and how that manifested 
in their adult lives. Livingston said that seeing his 
parents’ experience inspires him in his career as an 
educator to encourage students in higher education.

“I think if higher education is going to be sort of an 
elastic institution, something that stretches with our 

2020 candidates swing through Iowa

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Aralia Ramirez addresses the audience during the First Gen Summit in the IMU Main Lounge on April 13. The panel of first-generation students discussed their experiences.
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The Democratic congressman, who represents the district that includes Iowa City, will retire from 
Congress after his seventh term ends.

3 Loebsack won’t seek re-election in 2020

Former Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper stopped 
by Coralville on April 12, where he pitched himself as 
a ‘pragmatic’ alternative in the 2020 primary field.
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SEE SUMMIT, 2

SEE HICKENLOOPER, 2

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Former Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper speaks at Backpocket Brewery in Coralville on 
April 12. Hickenlooper is a candidate for the Democratic presidential nomination.

First-generation college students were celebrated on April 13 at the IMU for ‘I’m the First,’ a student-
led event focused on telling the stories of, and honoring, first-generation college students.

NATIONAL POLITICS

BY EMILY WANGEN
emily-wangen@uiowa.edu

On Sunday, Julián Castro was the 
fourth presidential candidate to sit 
down with the hosts of the Iowa-based 

Political Party Live podcast, where he 
discussed a variety of policy topics 
and why voters should support him in 
front of a live audience of around 100 
people.

Julián Castro made his first official Iowa City stop 
as a guest on the Iowa-based Political Party Live 
podcast, which was recorded live at The Mill. 

SEE CASTRO, 2

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Julian Castro, a former secretary of Housing and Urban Development and current 
Democratic candidate for the presidential nomination, appears on the Political Party Live 
podcast at the Mill on Sunday.

Loebsack SEE LOEBSACK, 2



growing and evolving coun-
try, it needs to be able to serve 
the needs of students who are 
first-generation in a marginal-
ized backgrounds,” he said.

As an educator, Livingston 
said that he wants to elevate 
student’s stories. This not only 
encourages students individ-
ually, he said, but it provides a 
collective solidarity and builds 
a community of togetherness 
among students.

Norman, a cooperative ed-
ucation program manager at 
the University of Houston, was 
also a keynote speaker at the 
event. A first-generation col-
lege student herself, Norman 
said that she saw college as an 
opportunity and education as a 

way to change her life.
“I wanted to get out of the 

place and environment I was 
in, and this was my ticket,” 
Norman said.

She initially saw her identity 
as a first-gen student as a stig-
ma, she said. Once she found a 
community of people who were 
also first-generation students, 
she saw the importance of her 
story. 

UI sophomore Nicole Tay 
said her college experience has 
largely been shaped by her iden-
tity as a first-generation college 
student. She said being the first 
in her family to attend college, 
navigating the applications and 
understanding the Big Ten uni-
versity “lingo” was challenging, 
but her parents’ support helped 
her to push through.

“That motivates me … the 
lessons that all of our parents 
taught us, that pushes us to 

continue our degree,” she said.
Tay said that having events 

such as “I’m the First” is en-
couraging and helpful to build 
a community of first-genera-
tion college students at the UI.

“The fact that there are stu-
dents here that are like lead-
ing this organization and this 
event — this is a lot of work to 
put on, and we’re really grateful 
for it,” she said.

The tradition that UI stu-
dents are setting for first-gen-
eration students is a great 
foundation for future college 
students, Livingston said, and 
the event gives the power to the 
individuals that universities 
are made for. 

“If you know there’s a legacy 
of first-generation college stu-
dent success in this place, it be-
comes a new safe haven for this 
community for years to come,” 
he said.
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SUMMIT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan
MMA fighter Ray Hedges rains blows on Robert Chambers during Elite Fight League No. 4 at the Teamsters Union Hall in Cedar Rapids on  April 13. 
Hedges won via TKO at 2:38 in the first round.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Panel members listen to a question during the First Gen Summit in the IMU Main Lounge on April 13. Vice President 
for Student Life Melissa Shivers moderated a panel of first-generation students to discuss their experiences.

ed to run for at least one more 
term in the hopes that I could 
provide a check on his worst 
impulses.”

“Currently, there are near-
ly two years remaining in this 
term, and I look forward to 
playing an important role in 
the new House majority, not 
only to prevent further damage 
done by President Trump but to 
also help set the stage for a new 
Democratic president to be in-
augurated in January of 2021,” 
he said.

In his final months of service, 
Loebsack said, he will continue 
to focus on growing the mid-
dle class, ensuring access to af-
fordable health care, providing 

more opportunities to earn a 
quality education, and expand-
ing broadband access.

“… I will continue to serve 
the people of Iowa with the 
same energy and commit-
ment that I have devoted to 
this job from the beginning,” 
he said.

Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Io-
wa, wrote on Twitter that 
while the two “may not always 
agree,” Loebsack has been an 
“outstanding public servant.” 

Chris Taylor, the chair of 
Johnson County Democrats, 
the county in which Loebsack 
resides, said he appreciated 
Loebsack’s work as the lone 
Democratic representative in 
the state.

“We’ll miss Dave’s voice 
when he leaves office, but 
we’re confident we’ll elect a 
Democrat next year to carry 

on his good work for the peo-
ple of Iowa,” Taylor said.

Loebsack’s retirement means 
there will be an open congres-
sional seat for the 2020 election 
cycle, likely meaning it will be 
a competitive race that attracts 
national attention. The counties 
that are now in the district have 
a history of flipping between 
supporting Democrats and 
Republicans, with the district 
supporting Obama in 2008 and 
2012 and going to President 
Trump in 2016. 

Loebsack defeated 15-term 
Republican incumbent Jim 
Leach in 2006, flipping it along 
with two other Republican-held 
U.S. House seats in Iowa.

In 2008, he won by a dou-
ble-digit margin against Re-
publican Mariannette Mill-
er-Meeks, but in 2010, he won 
less handily against the same 

candidate, squeaking out a vic-
tory by 5 percentage points.

After redistricting approved 
in 2011, the 2nd District added 
Scott County and nearly a doz-
en more counties, forcing Loeb-
sack to move from Mount Ver-
non to Iowa City to run again 
for the 2nd District in 2012, a 
year in which he won handily by 
a double-digit margin.

The 2014 and 2016 elections 
were narrower. Loebsack car-
ried the district with 51 percent 
of the vote each year, and in 
2018, he won with 53 percent of 
the vote.

Iowa Sen. Zach Wahls, 
D-Coralville, said he’s consid-
ering a congressional run but 
hasn’t yet come to a decision. 
The Quad City Times listed Sen. 
Mariannette Miller-Meeks, 
R-Ottumwa, and Rep. Bobby 
Kaufmann, R-Wilton, as possi-

ble, but undecided, candidates 
for the seat. 

“It would take more con-
sideration that I’m able to give 
right now considering that we 
are still in the legislative session, 
and I’m working hard for folks 
in Des Moines,” Wahls said on 
Sunday.

Former Democratic state 
senator and lieutenant gover-
nor candidate Rita Hart has also 
had her name tossed into the 
ring.

Wahls tweeted Sunday that 

he talked with Hart about “the 
future of Iowa,” writing in the 
tweet that “if she chooses to run 
for Congress, she will have my 
full support. She’s smart, tough, 
and a terrific fit for #IA02.”

Christopher Peters, a medical 
doctor who ran unsuccessfully 
as a Republican against Loeb-
sack in 2016 and 2018, wrote 
in an email to The Daily Iowan 
that he was on vacation in Italy, 
saying he hasn’t “ruled it out in-
definitely, but I am not thinking 
about it too much right now.” 

LOEBSACK
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

leaning on his background as 
Denver mayor and Colorado 
governor to offer “pragmatic” 
options to processes to achieve 
the concept of plans such as 
Medicare-for-all, free college tu-
ition, and the Green New Deal 
— the general goal of which he 
says he supports.

America should strive for an 
“evolution rather than a revolu-
tion,” he said. He didn’t believe 
there needed to be policies, such 
as the Green New Deal, that 
served as “litmus tests” of liberal 
purity, he said.

He said believes health care 
is a right, not a privilege, and 
that student debt is becoming a 

“drag” on the economy.
And he believes that a nation-

al opt-in health-care program, 
universal background checks 
when purchasing firearms, and 
refinancing student loans can 
make progress on his goals.

“No one is going to get these 
things figured out by them-
selves — or one party,” he said, 
referring to health-care costs 
and job training. “It’s got to be 
somebody who brings people 
together. When I look at all the 
other candidates, I’m not sure 
if anyone else has the same con-
sistent record of achieving pro-
gressive goals.”

Other candidates such as 
Sens. Elizabeth Warren, Kama-
la Harris, and Cory Booker have 
endorsed various degrees of na-
tionalizing health care and the 
Green New Deal. Hickenlooper 

penned an op-ed in the Wash-
ington Post in which he outlined 
his concerns with how realistic 
or not the Green New Deal res-
olution sponsored by New York 
Democratic Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio Cortez is.

“I’m impressed; he’s knowl-
edgeable, he’s willing to engage 
in conversations to bring fac-
tions together,” Cedar Rapids 
resident Anne Johnson said. 
She’s seen nearly a dozen 2020 
presidential candidates, along 
with her husband, but she said 
she hasn’t decided on whom 
to caucus for yet. With a back-
ground in social justice, she 
said she liked Hickenlooper’s 
comments in support of a slav-
ery-reparations bill.

University of Iowa student 
and member of UI Democrats 
Teagan Roeder said that while 

he liked Hickenlooper’s prag-
matism, he wasn’t swayed by 
a response to a question about 
Hickenlooper’s plan to address 
rising student debt.

Hickenlooper called student 
debt a “huge drag on the econ-
omy” and said he believed there 
were ways to reallocate and 
bring down loan interest rates, 
although it would be in the 
hands of the Federal Reserve.

He also said students should 
weigh the return on their edu-
cation investment when they 
are picking a secondary-educa-
tion option.

“Not all things you study are 
going to have the same eco-
nomic opportunity, and I know 
that seems unjust but that’s the 
way the world is,” Hickenloop-
er said. He believes job-train-
ing programs for skilled labor 

would need support to fill job 
openings, he said.

Roeder, who said he decid-
ed to caucus for Warren but 
still wanted to hear what other 
candidates had to offer, said he 
considered Hickenlooper’s re-
sponse a “cop-out answer.”

“In terms of the debt that’s 
there, I’m not sure we can do 
anything immediately except 
make sure the interest rate is 
as low as it possibly can be and 
then try to find to help people 
get out of debt,” Hickenlooper 
said.

In answering questions from 
reporters about his response to 
the student-loan debt question 
after the event, Hickenlooper 
said he always encouraged peo-
ple to be frugal.

Earlier in the day, Hicken-
looper stopped by a panel titled 

“Progressive Alternatives to Na-
tionalized Health Care” hosted 
by the Progressive Policy Insti-
tute and finished the day with 
a meet-and-greet in West Lib-
erty. He planned several more 
Iowa stops Sunday.

According to a March Des 
Moines Register poll, Hickenloop-
er was one of seven Democratic 
presidential contenders who 
wasn’t a single respondent’s top 
choice.

In Coralville, Hickenlooper 
pushed back on being called 
part of the “moderate” cate-
gory, saying, “I hate the labels, 
because labels usually end up 
marginalizing someone. I’m 
more about getting stuff done. 
I believe health care should be 
a right not a privilege — is that 
middle of the road or is that 
progressive?”

HICKENLOOPER
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

CASTRO
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Before  the podcast record-
ing, Castro sat down with The 
Daily Iowan and discussed his 
policy platform and his cam-
paign strategy.

He said his executive experi-
ence as the Housing and Urban 
Development secretary and 
the mayor of San Antonio is 
one way he stands out among 
a packed field of candidates. 
Castro served in former Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s Cabinet 
as the Housing and Urban De-
velopment head from 2014 to 
2017. Before that, he served as 

the mayor of San Antonio from 
2009 to 2014. 

As HUD secretary, Cas-
tro said, he was able to travel 
across the country to dis-
cuss issues facing Americans 
such as housing, educational 
achievement, and poverty.

“I saw the way the commu-
nities were not only grappling 
with housing issues but with 
everything connected to that,” 
Castro said in an interview 
with the DI. 

Castro said his vision for 
the country is to make the U.S. 
the  smartest, healthiest, fair-
est, and prosperous nation in 
the world through immigra-
tion, health care, and educa-
tion reforms. 

On immigration Castro pro-
posed a “people first” immigra-
tion plan that would include 
increasing the number of refu-
gees the U.S. accepts each year, 
creating an immigration judi-
ciary system to process claims, 
and a “21st Century Marshall 
Plan” that would help citizens 
of Central American countries 
to find safety and opportunity 
at home.

Catherine Basile, a Cedar 
Rapids resident at Sunday 
night’s event, said his immi-
gration plan is part of the rea-
son she is impressed by Cas-
tro, adding that she is a fan 
of both Castro and his twin 
brother, Joaquin.

“Both of the Castro brothers 

are impressive young men,” 
she said.

In the 2020 election, she 
said, education will be one of 
the most important issues for 
her.

Tuition-free public univer-
sities, community colleges, 
and other apprenticeship and 
certification programs is the 
centerpiece of Castro’s plan 
to ensure everyone has access 
to postsecondary education 
or training. He also wants to 
address student-loan debt 
through finding ways for bor-
rowers to refinance their debt, 
he said.

To address health-care costs, 
Castro said, he wanted to un-
do what he has characterized 

as sabotage of the Affordable 
Care Act and move toward a 
Medicare for all option.

More specifics for his plan 
will be released before the 
caucuses, he said, including 
how it will be paid for. Repeal-
ing tax cuts to wealthy corpo-
rations and individuals and 
finding other revenue streams 
would be part of the equation, 
he said.

“Ultimately, people should 
have access to Medicare, and 
we’re going to find the reve-
nue that we need within the 
system that exists now,” Cas-
tro said.

Castro was born and raised 
in San Antonio with mother 
Rosie and Joaquin, who cur-

rently represents Texas in the 
U.S. House of Representa-
tives. Grandmother Victoria 
immigrated to the U.S. when 
she was 7.

Lilián Sánchez, a guest co-
host of the podcast and former 
vice president of University of 
Iowa Student Government, 
said she appreciated Castro’s 
message of positivity and 
compassion that he brings to 
his campaign and into his pol-
icymaking

“He’s very cognizant of a 
lot of the identities that ex-
ist within politics and how 
ultimately he can have a very 
intersectional perspective in 
finding reform in any issue,” 
Sánchez said.

FIGHT NIGHT
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BY KINSEY PHIPPS
kinsey-phipps@uiowa.edu

T w e n t y - s e v e n - y e a r - o l d 
Dylan Slattery, a podcast host, 
speaker, and two-time cancer 
survivor, spoke at the 2019 Ad-
olescent and Young Adult Can-
cer Symposium in Iowa City 
on April 12. Five years ago, he 
wasn’t sure he wanted to live 
another day.

When Michelle Deutmeyer 
was eight months pregnant 
with Slattery, her husband 
committed suicide. That’s 
where Slattery’s story begins, 
he said, because his father’s 
decision affected the rest of his 
life. 

In college, Slattery and his 
long-term girlfriend broke up, 
he spent his 22nd birthday at the 
Mayo Clinic, had a cancerous 
mole removed, and had a good 
friend die in his arms after a car 
accident, he said. This was all in 
the span of about a year. 

That experience sent Slat-
tery on a spiral downward. He 
had survivor’s remorse — he 
was angry and depressed. He 
turned to alcohol.

On the 23rd anniversary of 
his father’s suicide, Slattery 
admitted to his friends that 
he was helpless, lost, and was 
thinking about giving up. They 
called Deutmeyer.

She drove up to his place at 
the University of Northern Io-
wa, angry tears rolling down 
her face the whole way, she 
said.

“I was angry it was on the an-
niversary, the fact he would do 
that to me. It was hard seeing 
him at his lowest,” Deutmeyer 
said. “We work together. We 
are each other’s biggest fan.”

In the fall of 2014, Slattery 
was tailgating with friends in 
Iowa City. He woke up on game 
day with golf ball-sized lump 
under his jaw. The next week, 
he was diagnosed with mela-
noma that the Mayo Clinic said 
was untreatable. 

Slattery moved to UI Hospi-
tals and Clinics, where he was 
given options for experimen-
tal treatments. Even still, his 
best chance for survival was 15 
percent. 

“What was that like?” Slat-
tery said. “To be honest, I was 

so numb, I didn’t flinch.” 
Slattery began treatments 

in 2015. Three different exper-
imental treatments were done 
to combat Slattery’s cancer, he 
said. The first was easy, the sec-
ond landed him in the ICU for 
four weeks. 

Slattery began his third ex-
perimental treatment: immu-
notherapy. He was told those 
treatments would continue 
forever, but six months went by 
with no sign of cancer. Slattery 
went off treatments in January 
2017, and he has been clean 
since.

“Beating cancer is a team 
effort,” Slattery said. “It wasn’t 
just me. There were people in 
my corner encouraging me.” 

While in the ICU, a woman 
across the hall died. 

Slattery saw people in and 
out crying, laughing, and 
speaking about their best mem-
ories with the woman. 

“It made me think about 
what people would say about 
me if I were to pass away,” he 
said. “Based on three years be-
fore, I thought about my broth-
ers and the example I’d set for 

them. I don’t want to go out like 
that.” 

Slattery started a podcast 
called “Stage Four 2 On Stage” 
where he covers overcoming 
adversity of all kinds. He travels 
around the country as a speak-

er and coach with the slogan 
“When faced with adversity, 
you have a choice. You can be 
a cancer, or you can be a cure.”

Jordan Montgomery, who 
works with Slattery, is also an 
organizational coach.

“When I think of Dylan, the 
word ‘grateful’ comes to mind,” 
Montgomery said. “He has real-
ized life is short, and he really 
values relationships and life 
in general. He is a happy guy 
who’s filled with gratitude.”

Cancer survivor learns to face adversity with optimism
27-year-old Dylan Slattery has experienced more grief than many people have in a lifetime. In the last five years, he has 
turned his life upside down to teach other people about being positive, overcoming adversity, and appreciating life. 

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Dylan Slattery, a cancer survivor, is seen on April 11 at Cortado.

BY KATIE ANN MCCARVER
katie-mccarver@uiowa.edu

Four years ago, a family 
physician at the University 
of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics 
discovered a pattern of ad-
verse outcomes among the 
Congolese patients. 

In an effort to understand 
and serve the changing de-
mographics of the commu-
nity, she reached out to UI 
public-health Assistant Pro-
fessor Will Story. Together, 
the pair laid the foundation 
for community-based partic-
ipatory research that focuses 
on understanding prenatal 
and pregnancy health in the 
Congolese community by 
partnering with the latter to 
learn about people’s needs 
and concerns.

First, Story said, the Con-
golese were trained in meth-
ods of community-based 
research, taught how to fa-
cilitate focus group discus-
sions, and determined what 
their needs were.

“We did more than 50 in-
terviews of men and women 
in our Congolese communi-
ty in their native languages: 

French, Lingala, and Swahi-
li,” Story said. “From that, we 
identified some of the major 
barriers and concerns in the 
community.”

What they found, Story 
said, was a concern for navi-
gating health insurance, un-
derstanding the importance 
and process of natal care in 
the U.S., different options 
for childbirth in Iowa, and 
steps the community can 
take to access health care.

As a result, Story said 
health-care providers in 
the partnership continually 
work to clarify cultural dif-
ferences in the health-insur-
ance process in the U.S. ver-
sus the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo.

“It’s not just about inform-
ing our community,” Sto-
ry said. “It’s informing our 
providers the expectations 
of health care from our com-
munity.”

Story and his associates 
held a session for around 30 
health-care providers in Feb-
ruary to teach them about 
cultural implications in Con-
golese patients.

One idea to satisfy the 

need for better care, Story 
said, is a Doula cultural in-
terpreter who could assist 
and advocate for Congolese 
women during pregnancy, 
coach them in their native 
language, and provide social 
support.

Another idea would be 
providing group prenatal 
care for pregnant Congo-
lese women, so they can be 
empowered as a community 
while also receiving ultra-
sounds and similar services.

“I’ve been really impressed 
with both the commitment 
from our providers here at 
the UI and the commitment, 
dedication, and leadership 
from the community,” Story 
said. “It’s just been a really 
impressive partnership, so I 
do see a really bright future 
for this going forward.”

Congolese community 
President Peter Nkumu said 
an influx of immigrants 
and refugees from his home 
country is primarily the re-
sult of war in the Congo. Ma-
ny people who win the U.S. 
State Department’s green-
card lottery choose to come 
to Iowa for job opportunities.

Such a large population 
coming at the same time, 
unprepared to live in the 
U.S., can cause a cascade 
of health-care problems, he 
said.

“The partnership started 
because of a need to learn 
how to better serve that 
group of immigrants,” Nku-
mu said. “I’ve been involved 
since the beginning, and ev-
erything’s been very helpful 
in a learning process.”

The Congolese commu-

nity may be the largest im-
migrant group now in Iowa 
City, he said. The partner-
ship accommodates them by 
providing two-way learning 
to enable U.S. health care 
to engage patients from the 
Congo.

“When it first started, we 
were a small group, and not 
many people were involved,” 
Nkumu said. “Over time, a lot 
of health-care providers have 
been invited and involved.”

UI OB/GYN Clinical Assis-

tant Professor Mary Rysavy 
said a major issue is a lack of 
Iowa Medicaid for legal res-
idents who have lived in the 
country for fewer than five 
years.

“I think that’s one of the 
big challenges of the im-
migrant community is dis-
cerning who qualifies for 
Medicaid and who doesn’t,” 
she said. “It is a really diffi-
cult situation when you have 
pregnant women who really 
need care.”

UI, Congolese partnership aids pregnancy research
For nearly two years, the UI has partnered with the local Congolese community to identify cultural differences in health care 
and educate both immigrants and medical providers on how to facilitate more appropriate prenatal and pregnancy care.

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
The UI College of Public Health is seen on Oct. 18, 2017.
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We are faculty in the De-
partment of Rhetoric writing 
to draw attention to seri-
ous flaws in the university’s 
current catastrophic medi-
cal-leave policy. The problems 
are highlighted by the situa-
tion currently faced by one of 
our colleagues, a lecturer in 
rhetoric who was diagnosed 
with an advanced cancer last 
autumn. It is just the most re-
cent in a long series of exam-
ples of how the current policy 
hurts sick faculty. 

Our colleague is currently 
receiving treatment, but che-
motherapy is exhausting and 
compromises the immune 
system, making it impossible 
for him to teach this semester. 
But since he has only been a 
full-time faculty member for 
two years, he hadn’t accrued 

enough personal sick leave to 
bridge the 90-day gap before 
he can qualify for long-term 
disability payments, which 
even then cover only 60 per-
cent of his regular salary. This 
means that at the same time as 
he is facing unexpected medi-
cal costs and cannot work, his 
income has become a fraction 
of his normal salary. 

This isn’t just about one fac-
ulty member. We know his ex-
perience is far from unique. All 
faculty who suffer catastrophic 
illness or injury deserve more 
support from the university — 
fighting cancer is hard enough 
without adding the burden 
of financial strain. That’s why 
we’re calling on the Universi-
ty of Iowa administration to 
create a sick-leave bank, such 
as faculty already have at the 

University of Northern Io-
wa, in order to make sure this 
never happens to any of our 
colleagues again. But so far 
they’ve refused to even serious-
ly engage with the issue. We’re 

asking you, as members of the 
UI community, to sign our pe-
tition calling on College of Lib-
eral Arts & Sciences Dean Joe 
Kearney, Provost Sue Curry, 
and President Bruce Harreld to 
take immediate action.

When he was initially faced 
with the prospect of a signifi-
cant gap in income, our col-
league attempted to use the 

existing Catastrophic Leave 
Policy, which states that uni-
versity employees who accrue 
vacation time can donate to 
coworkers in circumstanc-
es like his. What the policy 

doesn’t state, however, is that 
only 3 percent of liberal-arts 
faculty are eligible to accrue 
vacation leave; the other 97 
percent only accumulate sick 
leave and so are entirely ex-
cluded from the policy.

University policy as it 
stands makes life even hard-
er for people who are already 
dealing with the stress, pain, 

and uncertainty of severe ill-
ness or injury. The financial 
strain of going weeks or even 
months with little pay also cre-
ates pressure on sick faculty to 
risk their health by returning 
to work before they’re fully 
recovered, which many end 
up doing. We believe that fac-
ulty undergoing cancer treat-
ment should be able to focus 
on getting better instead of 
worrying about how to make 
ends meet on a fraction of 
our already low salaries. Until 
the UI administration agrees 
to create an inclusive, robust 
policy to provide support for 
faculty undergoing medical 
emergencies, stories like this 
one will continue to be a reg-
ular feature of working at the 
UI. We need change now — 
faculty can’t afford to wait.

— Will Jennings 
Associate Professor

— Megan Knight
Associate Professor 

— Dylan Nice
Visiting Assistant Professor

— Elena Carter
— Jonathan Thomas

— Steve McNutt
— Jennifer Stone

— Hem Paudel
— David Gooblar

— Bevin O’Connor
— Justin David Cosner

— Wayne Anderson
— Patrick A Dolan Jr.

— Lu Ann Dvorak
— Justin Cox

— Jennifer Janechek
— Ashley Wells

— Colin Kostelecky
— Anne Sand

Lecturers

During the 2016 presi-
dential campaign, Donald 
Trump’s quotes gave his op-
ponents lots of material to 
work with. “How stupid are 
the people of Iowa?” was one 
of the favorite recitations. 

This was in reference to 
fellow GOP-primary con-
tender Ben Carson’s child-
hood story of how he used 
to get into fights and had a 
bad temper. “How stupid are 
the people of the country to 
believe this crap?” Trump 
mused out loud.

The man who would be-
come president called for 
Iowans to refute his rival’s 
story, and now it’s time for 
Iowans to refute the pres-
ident’s own “crap”: his lies 
about how Iowans get their 
electricity.

“They say the noise causes 
cancer,” Trump said at a Re-
publican National Congres-
sional Committee fundraiser 
earlier this month. The noise 
in question comes from wind 
turbines. The cancer in ques-
tion is nonexistent.

The president lied. There 
is no scientific evidence 
to support the claim that 
sound from wind turbines 
causes cancer. The White 
House couldn’t provide any 
proof either; Trump just 
made it up.

Of course, the current 
president is no stranger to 
bizarre claims that have no 
foundation in reality. Those 
of us who think and read 
a lot about politics have 
mostly accepted that exag-
geration, hyperbole, and 
straight-up untruths are just 

a part of Trump’s communi-
cation style. If he thinks it, 
he says it.

But I’m taking issue with 
this line in particular be-
cause it’s an affront to Io-

wans. Our Hawkeye State is a 
national leader in renewable 
energy. Nearly 40 percent of 
our energy comes from wind 
power. We have an extremely 
long way to go — 40 percent 
isn’t nearly going to cut it 
— but we’ve worked harder 
than most to make our con-
sumption cleaner. 

The president is stomp-
ing on our progress with 
nonsense claims because he 
thinks anything done in the 
name of the environment is 
foolish and laughable. This is 

the guy who claimed “the con-
cept of global warming was 
created by and for the Chi-
nese,” and more pointedly, 
“bullsh*t.”

As a candidate, Trump 
promised to get rid of the 
Department of Environmen-
tal — a nonexistent govern-
ment agency with bad gram-

mar. He regularly mocks 
those of us who voice our 
legimate concerns about the 
environment.

He’s clearly against any 
efforts to mitigate climate 
change. Trump doesn’t even 
believe his own adminis-
tration’s report that said 
climate change “is present-
ing growing challenges to 
human health and safety, 
quality of life, and the rate 
of economic growth.”

As someone who has a 
stake in the planet being 
sustained for the rest of the 
century, this sort of careless 
spreading of disinformation 
is offensive. But don’t just 
take my lefty word for it — 
our state’s Republicans feel 
the same way. 

“It’s ridiculous. Wind en-
ergy is just a tremendous as-
set for the state of Iowa. We 

are very fortunate to have so 
much of our electric drawn 
from a clean power source,” 
Sen. Joni Ernst said. “I don’t 
know what the president is 
drawing from.”

Gov. Kim Reynolds is still 
pushing forward with her 
efforts to expand wind en-
ergy in the state, despite 
the president’s disparaging 
remarks.

Iowa isn’t just going to 
sit by and let the feder-
al government get by with 
its dismissive approach to 
the global-warming crisis. 
We’re going to keep push-
ing for cleaner energy and 
healthier Earth no matter 
how blantantly bizarre the 
president gets.

So, how stupid are the 
people of Iowa? Not stupid 
enough to follow Trump’s 
plan to destroy the planet.
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Trump attacks Iowa with his lies 
about renewable-energy effects
The president’s disinformation about wind power degrades the progress Iowa has made in fighting climate 
change, revealing larger issues concerning his disregard for the facts when it comes to environmental policy.

IN THEIR OWN WORDS

Where do 
you study
in spring?

‘The president lied. There is no scientific 
evidence to support the claim that sound 
from wind turbines causes cancer. The White 
House couldn’t provide any proof either; 

Trump just made it up.’

“Besides outside of the IMU, I 
have a hammock. I love to set 
it up right on the Pentacrest 
and lie in the shade.”

ERIN GLENN
UI junior

“I like studying in Adler. 
There’s one spot where it is 
open with a lot of windows ...  
I like that there’s also daylight 
there, which is nice.”

TIANNA TORREJON
UI sophomore

“The Tippie patio is a really 
nice place to study. Inside, 
there’s the coffee shop with 
drinks and stuff.”

JHEEL PATEL
UI sophomore

“I like Bread Garden’s patio. 
Their gelato is also so good.”

SARAH FRIESTH
UI junior

Four UI students share 
study spots they adore 
as the weather warms.

GUEST OPINION

Our colleague has cancer, we need better sick leave
Faculty members from the UI Rhetoric Department write about the need for more comprehensive medical-leave benefits and policies.

‘All faculty who suffer catastrophic illness 
or injury deserve more support from the 

university.’
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UI research works to ‘see’ vision problems
Ph.D. student Brittany Williams conducts research on a protein critical to vision impairments affecting a large number of people.

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
UI graduate research assistant Brittany Williams sits in the Pappajohn Biomedical Institute on April 10. Williams seeks to help those with vision 
impairments including night blindness, which makes it difficult to see in relatively low light and makes driving/walking at night extremely difficult. 

Rohlman

UI course raises awareness of farming risks
A core course focused on agricultural safety and health will be offered this summer to increase both the awareness of 
the hazards associated with farming and ways that all professions can help reduce them.

BY ANNIE FITZPATRICK
anne-fitzpatrick@uiowa.edu

Farmers make up on-
ly around 2 percent of the 
U.S. population; however, 
research shows that indi-
viduals in the profession get 
injured at higher rates than 
those in other occupations. 
Iowa’s reliance on farming 
makes this a key concern 
for researchers, and efforts 
to reduce injury have begun 
across the country, including 
at the University of Iowa.

The UI ad-
dresses the 
growing prob-
lem through 
a focus on 
a g r i c u l t u r a l 
safety and 
education by 
offering stu-

dents a core course focused 
on the topic. Running June 
10-14, students will learn 
about the primary hazards of 
agriculture and how to pre-
vent them based on expert 
analysis.

“We want to provide an 
overview of the hazards that 
are associated with agricul-
tural work, and then focus 
on how do we prevent those 
hazards,” said Diane Rohl-
man, the core-course train-
ing director of Agriculture 

Safety and Health: The Core 
Course. “So our long-term 
goal really is to reduce injury 
and illness.” 

Rohlman, an associate 
professor of occupational 
and environmental health, 
said the course offers indi-
viduals of all professions and 
backgrounds the opportu-
nity to learn about the com-
mon injuries and hazards 
associated with agriculture.

“If they have to under-
stand farming, they have to 
understand what the haz-
ards are,” she said. “So when 
somebody comes into their 
office, they can ask questions 
and understand what’s going 
on.”

The course lasts nearly a 
week, with guest lectures 
from various experts, in-
teractive activities, tours of 
local farms, and the oppor-
tunity to try on protective 
equipment, she said. 

The course will visit the 
National Education Center 
for Agricultural Safety at 
Northeast Iowa Communi-
ty College to engage in re-
al-life hazardous situations 
such as being buried in a 
grain bin or trapped in con-
fined spaces, Rohlman said.

Education center Direc-
tor Dan Neenan said the 
role of his program in the 

course is to provide the 
hands-on learning situa-
tions presented in the ag-
ricultural industry. It is 
important that people of all 
professions take this course 
to be exposed to the haz-
ards, he said.

“I think the folks that are 
taking the course are future 
doctors and physicians …” 
Neenan said. “They may 
see this come through their 
emergency room, but what 
they’re missing is to actu-
ally see how it occurs … this 
gives them a heads up of 
what’s going on.” 

Rohlman said another 
key reason the course is im-
portant is because agricul-
ture is a unique profession 
that involves many genera-
tions in the work.

“Whole families are in-
volved in it, and kids are 
active in it at a younger age 
than in other industries,” 
she said. “And so their 
brains and bodies are still 
developing while they’re 
doing tasks that put them 
at risk for injury.”

UI junior Kaitlyn Reth, 
who grew up on a farm, said 
her mother has told her sto-
ries for a long time about 
the injuries associated with 
agricultural professions. 

She went to high school 

with a boy who grew up on a 
farm, she said, and his arm 
was cut off in an accident. 
If someone who grew up on 
a farm could be seriously 
injured like that, she noted, 
people with no knowledge 
are at an even greater risk.

“If you’re somebody com-
ing from the outside who’s 
never worked on a farm … 
the common sense that I 
grew up with living on a 
farm would not even apply,” 
Reth said. “… that’s the big-
gest issue — They have no 
background knowledge.”

BY ANNIE FITZPATRICK
anne-fitzpatrick@uiowa.edu

Night blindness is a com-
mon vision impairment expe-
rienced by people. Despite its 
prominence, understanding 
night blindness and other vi-
sion impairments has proven 
to be a difficult task among 
researchers. That’s where 
University of Iowa Ph.D. 
graduate research assistant 
Brittany Williams comes in.

Williams is a Ph.D. student 
in the Neuroscience Inter-
disciplinary Graduate Pro-
gram who conducts research 
involving a protein called 
Cav1.4. The protein plays a 
large role in vision and the 
impairments associated with 
it, she said.

In the eye, some tissues 
contain photoreceptors, 
whose role is to take in vi-
sion information and send it 
throughout the retina to the 
brain for processing, Wil-
liams said. Cav1.4 is a key part 
of this process because of its 
role in the communication 
from the photoreceptor to 
neurons to send the informa-
tion, she said.

In her research, she said, 
she has learned that “not ev-
erything works, and that’s 
OK.” The reason she loves 
science so much is because of 
the process of figuring things 
out and the collaboration in-
volved, she said. 

“Sometimes when you go 
to try to find an answer to a 

specific question, you may 
not get the answer you want, 
but you might get a better 
one,” she said.

The research done by Wil-
liams is conducted under 
the guidance of UI Assistant 
Dean and Professor Amy Lee. 
Working in Lee’s lab, Wil-
liams said, she has had the 
opportunity to be creative in 
her research while remaining 
focused. 

Lee said working with Wil-
liams has been a very positive 
experience, and she is excited 
about Williams’ future. She 
said Williams’ identification 
of how Cav1.4 is regulated 
by molecular mechanisms 
shows how mutations that 
cause vision defects in hu-
mans might actually work.

“I’m confident that, what-
ever she does, there’s going 
to be some important science 
that is going to come out of 
her lab …” Lee said. “She’s re-
ally going to be an outstand-
ing role model and really 
motivate underrepresented 
minorities to follow in her 
footsteps.”

Along with the help Lee 
has given Williams in writ-
ing grants, executing exper-
iments, and explaining re-
search to different audiences, 
Williams also said Lee has 
taught her the importance of 
having one’s voice heard. 

“She asks questions at ev-
ery seminar, she makes sure 
that her research is well-spo-
ken, and that she’s well-fund-

ed,” Williams said. “She is 
respected by a plethora of 
scientist and students. And, it 
is inspiring seeing a woman 
doing all of these things in a 
male-dominated field.” 

Jessica Thomas, also a re-
searcher in Lee’s lab, said in 
an email to The Daily Iowan 
that Williams’ research is ex-
tremely important because 

vision impairments affect so 
many people. She also said, 
through her time working 
with Williams, they have be-
come quite close.

“Over the years, we have 
become more than lab 
mates; she is a sister to me,” 
Thomas said. “She is such a 
hard worker and has a bril-
liant mind. She definitely 

motivates you to keep up 
and keep pushing.”

As a woman and person 
of color, Williams said, her 
best advice for minorities 
in the field of science is to 
speak up, because “closed 
mouths never get heard.” 
Williams said Lee’s men-
torship has helped her gain 
confidence in her research 

and be proud to speak up 
about her research.

“When you stop think-
ing about what others may 
think, and you just truly 
live to what your happiness 
is and exude that — I think 
that’s what really matters,” 
she said. “And by doing that, 
you don’t realize how many 
people you inspire.”



of the season on an upset 
over the Badgers by seven 
seconds. In the afternoon, the 
Gophers finished ahead of the 
Hawkeyes by a boat length.

The only other wins for the 
Hawkeyes came from 1V8. 
It upset No. 11 Wisconsin by 
7.5 seconds in the morning 
and continued to have suc-
cess against Minnesota. The 
Hawkeyes beat the Gophers 
by five seconds while secur-
ing the fastest time on the 
course of the day with a time 
of 7:01.84.

The other four boats — II 
Novice 8, II Varsity 4, I Var-
sity 4, and II Varsity 8 — were 
unable to beat the competi-
tion.

“We identified some sce-

narios we need to work on,” 
Carter said in a release. “We 
need to work on some tech-
nical points and staying fo-
cused and composed during 
the stress of racing. Water 
conditions were very fair in 
that all crews faced the same 
challenges, but I think in 
several circumstances, our 
opponents managed those 
better than we did. This was 
one of those character-build-
ing days where we had to deal 
with headwinds, crosswinds, 
and bouncing around.”

Hannah Greenlee, a mem-
ber of Iowa’s successful IV8 
boat, saw the advantages of 
hosting a meet, which is rare 
for the Hawkeyes.

“We have spent a lot of 
time on Lake Macbride, so it 
was great to finally be able to 
race here,” Greenlee said in a 
release. “It was my first time 
racing here, and it was nice 

to have the lay of the land. We 
had confidence going into 
the event but much respect to 
the other teams for how they 
raced today. We’re going to 
need to be effective coming 
down the stretch, but we have 
confidence in our abilities.”

Three Hawkeyes also gar-
nered some exclusive honors.

Greenlee and fellow ju-
niors Contessa Harold and 
Hunter Koenigsfeld have 
been invited to attend the 
U23 World Rowing Champi-
onships team selection camp 
in Charlottesville, Virginia. 
If chosen, they will get the 
chance to participate in the 
Rowing World Champion-
ships on July 24-28. 

The three Hawkeyes and 
the rest of the rowers will be 
back to their traveling ways 
as they head to Providence, 
Rhode Island, April 19 and 21 
to race Brown and Harvard.

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Aralee Bogar cheers during the game against Illinois at Pearl Field on April 13. 

meeting had on the team. The 
Hawkeyes showed their re-
solve. After blowing a 9-4 lead 
in Game 1 of the doubleheader, 
they kept their composure go-
ing into Game 2.

They kept it up after being 
down most of the game fac-
ing Illinois ace Sydney Sick-
les, who had given up just 1 
earned run in nine innings 
up to that point in the week-
end series.

Trailing 3-1, Iowa fought 
its way back into the game 
with a game-tying 2-run dou-
ble from Aralee Bogar.

After the game, the soph-
omore described the theme 
of the Hawkeyes’ pregame 
meeting.

“It was incredible,” Bogar 
said. “We talked about this 
morning how we need to get 
all on one page and feel each 
other, and I think we took 
that out and encouraging 
each other and being selfless, 
and I think that showed.”

It may have proved to be a 
crucial win for the Hawkeyes 

as they prepare to embark on 
the easier part of their sched-
ule. 

The day proved to the players 
that not only can they hit, they 
can hit in clutch situations.

“When you look at that 
seventh inning with us 
down by 2,” Gillispie said. 
“Just being able to get on in 
that situations and having 
the key hits that we needed 
to have, they’re feeling con-
fident where they are right 
now.”

Iowa’s next game will be 
against Drake in Des Moines 
on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Mika Cox comes down the homestretch during the 400 meters at the Musco Twilight at the Cretzmeyer Track 
on April 13.

points per game. He posted 
career bests in rebounds (7.6) 
and assists (2.4).  His scoring 
and rebounding led the team 
this past season.

The media named Cook a 
second-team All-American 

this season. The St. Louis na-
tive also earned all-district 
accolades by the coaches’ as-
sociation and the writers’ as-
sociation.

“We fully support Tyler’s 
decision to pursue his profes-
sional goals,” Iowa head coach 
Fran McCaffery said in a re-
lease. “It has been an honor 
to coach Tyler the past three 
years and watch him develop 

both as a player and person. 
We are thankful for Tyler’s 
significant contributions that 
he has made to our basketball 
program. My staff and I look 
forward to supporting Tyler in 
the next steps of his journey.”

The NBA Draft is on June 
20.  NBADraft.net projects 
Cook going to the Philadel-
phia 76ers  with the 44th pick 
in the draft.

quet last night, and she saw 
me perform well today. It was 
a great day.”

Five other Hawkeyes joined 
the throwers in victory — and as 
a reward, got to throw T-shirts 
into the passionate Iowa crowd.

Megan Schott (4:33.68) and 
Nathan Mylenek (3:52.06) 
swept the Wieczorek 1,500, 
named after the former Iowa 
Hall of Fame coach. Both run-
ners breezed past the compe-
tition, with Schott setting a 

personal best.
In her first time running 

the event at the college level, 
freshman Anna Hostetler won 
the 3,000-meter steeplechase 
(11:02.81).

“It was good to see our ath-
letes on some new events,” 
Woody said. “I thought Anna 
Hostetler competed very well 
in her first steeplechase ever.”

Antonise Christian and Jay 
Hunt rounded out the Iowa 
winners. Christian ran 11.97 in 
the 100, and Hunt cleared 2.05 
meters in the high jump.

Iowa filled the leaderboard, 
and that seems likely to con-
tinue, especially because the 

teams will compete in full force 
in the coming weeks.

“We held some of our ath-
letes out this week,” Woody 
said. “We did this in prepa-
ration for Mt. Sac and the 
Drake Relays, and before we 
get ready to host the Big Ten 
Championships in May. It was 
just a good time to get some of 
our athletes a rest.”

The Hawkeyes will travel to 
California for its next slate of 
competition. Iowa will split 
up to compete at the Bryan 
Clay Invitational (Azusa),  
Mt. Sac Relays (Los Angeles), 
and the Beach Invitational 
(Long Beach).
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MONDAY’S SCHEDULE
DITV Crossover  8:45-9am

Debatebabble 2-3pm
The Ozone  3-4pm
News  4-4:30pm

Science for Sixty  5-6pm
It’s a Date!  8-9pm

Soul Sample  11pm-12am

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

28 29 30

31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51

53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

Call Letters: KRUI  |  Frequency: 89.7MHz
Hours of Operations: 24 Hours a day

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 3

• Walt Whitman: A Bicentennial Celebration, all day, Main Library Gallery
• Contradanza Quintet, 6 p.m., Voxman Stark Opera Studio
• Fuyuko Tomita: A Life in Poetry, 7 p.m., 315 Phillips
• Xingyu Huo, Soprano, 7:30 p.m., Voxman Recital Hall
• Marine Corps Band of San Diego, 7:30 p.m., Voxman Concert Hall
• M.F.A. Dance Event, 8 p.m., Space/Place

• • • •  WHAT’S HAPPENING TODAY • • • • 

SUBMIT AN EVENT
Want to see your special event appear here?  Email dicalendar@uiowa.edu with details.

  Across
 1 Cause of an infant’s crying
 6 Back talk
10 The first “N” of CNN
14 Chicago air hub
15 Voice below soprano
16 Lena of Hollywood
17 Zombies
19 Eat fancily
20 Like bread and newlyweds, maybe
21 Pudding ingredient from the cassava root
23 “Dallas” matriarch
25 Had a role in a movie or play
26 Like a concert album
31 Fragrance
32 One-named Grammy winner for
 “Soldier of Love”
33 Hip-hop’s ___ Wayne
36 ChapStick product
40 Recipient of a Medal of Honor or Purple Heart
42 Spike who won a 2018 Oscar
43 Where Santa lands
45 Bard of ___ (Shakespeare)
46 Like a stolen object, when it’s not where
 it’s supposed to be
50 Perfect grade
53 Wear away, as soil
54 In a crass way
56 Freestyle skiing jumps
61 Purchase before popping the question
62 Supposedly unknown but actually
 well-known fact
64 Beat narrowly, with “out”
65 What clocks keep
66 Who lives at the North Pole, in reality
67 No. 1 ___ (tournament favorite)
68 Variety of poker
69 Establish, as a university chair

  Down
 1 Indianapolis footballer
 2 Separator of Indiana and Pennsylvania
 3 Volcano’s spew
 4 Colored part of the eye
 5 Tallest player on a basketball team, typically
 6 Equestrian’s seat
 7 Ginger ___ (soft drink)
 8 Measure after the governor’s signature
 9 Soft drink
10 “Not gonna happen!”
11 Poet T. S. ___
12 Facial reaction to pain
13 Golfer Sam with a record 82 P.G.A. Tour wins
18 Neuter, as a male horse
22 One finishing a road
24 Driver’s licenses and passports, for short
26 Toilet paper unit
27 Falco of “The Sopranos”
28 Deal (with)
29 Spherical body
30 Ore-___ (brand of tater tots)
33 Jeans maker Strauss
34 Remove wrinkles from
35 What “L” stands for in pant sizes
37 Got up
38 “Skip to My ___”
39 Interminably expensive project
41 Possesses
44 Only four-term prez
46 Wasn’t exact with, as facts
47 Made a ghostly sound
48 Middle-of-the-month day
49 Tranquil
50 Land measures
51 Pack of lions
52 Sudden move in fencing
55 Land parcels
57 Symbol on a computer screen
58 Former Yankee slugger, familiarly
59 Jay who preceded Jimmy Fallon
60 Ratatouille, e.g.
63 Relative of an ostrich

SOFTBALL 
CONTINUED FROM 8

COOK
CONTINUED FROM 8

TRACK
CONTINUED FROM 8

ROWING
CONTINUED FROM 8
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BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Another three-game series 
for Hawkeye baseball, another 
series win.

Iowa took down Purdue in 
the teams’ final meeting on 
April 13, 6-3, thanks to a 4-run 
explosion in the top of the 
eighth.

Austin Martin’s first hit of 
the series came at a prime time; 
his 2-run single gave Iowa its 
first lead since the top of the 
second. 

Then, Ben Norman sent a 
ball over the fence for his fifth 
home run of the season — a 
team-best mark.

And while the Hawkeye 
offense clicked in the clutch, 
Iowa’s defense kept the Boiler-
makers at bay all game long.

Grant Judkins lasted 7.2 in-
nings on the mound, giving 

up just 3 runs. 
He allowed 7 
hits and struck 
out a trio of op-
posing batters 
before Grant 
Leonard took 
over.

L e o n a r d 
made light work of Purdue; the 
junior kept the Boilermakers 
hitless in his 1.1 innings.

“It was good to see in Game 
2, a tight ball game until late,” 
Iowa head coach Rick Heller 
said in a release. “… We got a 
great start out of Judkins, and 
then Leonard came in and did 
a nice job closing it out.”

All in all, Heller was happy 
with the bounce-back effort 
from his group, especially on 
the defensive end.

“I’m pretty pleased with how 
our guys played defensively,” 

he said in a release. “It was a 
big game for us to find a way 
to get it done and really happy 
with our guys and how hard 
they played.”

Earlier that day, though, Io-
wa hit a speed bump in the se-
ries, falling 9-5.

The Hawkeyes clung to a 5-4 
lead going into the bottom of 
the seventh, but that’s when 
things fell apart. The Boiler-

makers boomed for 5 runs, and 
the Black and Gold could not 
counter.

“It was a tough loss in Game 
1,” Heller said. “You blow a 
1-run lead in the seventh, give 
up a 5-spot, and walk away not 
feeling very good after Cam 
Baumann battled for us and 
logged some innings. Unfortu-
nately, we struggled to throw 
strikes in the bullpen, and we 

gave up some big hits.”
Overall, Baumann and the 

rest of the Hawkeye pitchers 
had a less than ideal first game 
of the doubleheader.

Baumann managed 5 in-
nings, but in his time, he gave 
up 4 runs on 8 hits. From there, 
Duncan Davitt and Trace Hoff-
man took over, and combined, 
they allowed 5 runs on 4 hits in 
2 innings.

Shane Ritter pitched the 
final inning for Iowa, and he 
ended up being the only Hawk-
eye pitcher not to allow a run in 
the game.

However, pitching wasn’t an 
issue in the series’ first game 
on April 12.

The Hawkeyes’ 10-4 win 
featured Cole McDonald’s 
usual magic on the mound; 
he pitched 6 innings and gave 

up just 1 run, 4 hits, and struck 
out 1.

Offensively, Iowa’s 10 runs 
stand as the most in a game 
since March 9, when it hung 18 
on Evansville.

In the next week, Iowa has 
four home contests: a bat-
tle with Northern Illinois on 
Tuesday and then a three-
game series with Nebraska 
starting on Friday.

Hawkeye baseball takes down Purdue
Thanks to some late-game offense and strong pitching, Iowa toppled Purdue to win its third-straight conference series.

David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Grant Judkins pitches against Illinois on March 31 at Banks Field. The Hawkeyes defeated the Illini, 3-1.

Leonard



BY JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

Offense has been hard to come by 
for the Hawkeye softball team.

That is probably a gross under-
statement, actually. Before Iowa’s 
doubleheader against Illinois on 
April 13 at Pearl Field, it had man-
aged just 8 runs in its last 10 games 
on only 30 hits.

Those aren’t the numbers of a 
winning team, and that was evident 
by Iowa losing all 10 games. But 

something changed on against the 
Illini on April 13.

In the 15 innings the Hawkeyes 
played, they amassed 15 runs on 16 
hits. To put that in perspective, Iowa 
had 14 runs in its previous 13 games 
combined.

So, what was the difference? A 
team meeting the morning before 
the doubleheader.

“We had a group powwow this 
morning,” junior DoniRae Mayhew 
said. “We talked about how we all 
need to relax and not put so much 

pressure on ourselves. Not feeling 
like you have to do something but 
feeling like you get the opportuni-

ty to do something 
great.”

It certainly helped 
Mayhew, who fin-
ished the day 4-for-6 
with 2 solo homers.

Perhaps the most 
impressive part 
about the Hawkeyes’ 
discussion  was that 

it was not drummed up by head 

coach Renee Gillispie.
“They came together as a collec-

tive group,” she said. “They decided 
how they were going to play this 
game and what they wanted. They 
made the decision that they were go-
ing to play like Hawkeyes.”

After April 12’s slaughter-rule loss 
to open the series, Gillispie said her 
team needed to fight more and be 
aggressive.

That was the major change the team 

BY SARAH ALTEMEIER
sarah-altemeier@uiowa.edu

The Iowa rowing team hosted 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Indi-
ana at Lake Macbride in the Big 
Ten Double Dual on April 13 for 
the team’s first home meet since 
2016. The Hawkeyes picked up vic-
tories in novice and varsity boats. 

“It was great to be able to hold a 
home event,” head coach Andrew 
Carter said in a release. “We had 
so many supporters here for us, 
and the kids are comfortable on 
this lake. We’re all great friends 
— the coaches in the Big Ten — so 
it’s great to have friends over to 
your house every once in a while. 

“We’ve learned some things 
from today, and we had encour-
aging results from our inexpe-
rienced rowers in the novice 8, 
who hadn’t experienced a race day 
before. Our varsity 8 has stayed 
on form and got done what they 
needed to get done.”

The Hawkeye I Novice 8 boat 
and the I Varsity 8 boat had plenty 
of success. 

The Novice 8 won its first race 

“They made the 
decision that they 
were going to play 
like Hawkeyes.

— Iowa softball 
head coach 
Renee Gillispie 
on Iowa’s team 
meeting

HAWKEYE UPDATES

STAT OF THE DAY

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

Iowa baseball is 
7-2 in its last 
three Big Ten 
weekend series.

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Tyler Cook dunks during the NCAA Tournament game against Tennessee in Columbus, Ohio, on March 24.
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7-2
record in last three Big Ten series

Eyes on the NBA

BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Iowa basketball forward Tyler Cook announced 
his decision to enter the 2019 NBA Draft on April 12.

“What a ride. These past three years have been 
arguably the most important of my life,” Cook said 
in a release. “Going through what we did as a team 
allowed me to learn more than I can put into words. 
This year my teammates and coaches challenged 
each other to simply be better, and we did that. 

“Although we feel we could have been playing 
longer, we achieved our goal of getting this pro-
gram back to the NCAA Tournament. I’m honored 
that I was able to be a part of that. 

“After weighing my options both last year and 

now, my family and I, along with the help of my 
coaches, have decided to enter the 2019 NBA Draft 
and hire an agent. This has been my lifelong dream. 
I am excited and ready to take on the challenge of 
making these dreams come to fruition. I want to 
thank each and every person who has supported 
me throughout my time at the University of Iowa.”

Cook posted career averages of 14.1 points, 6.7 
rebounds, and 1.8 assists per game on 54.2 per-
cent shooting. In his three seasons, he totaled 1,315 
points and 619 rebounds. Cook is just one of nine 
Hawkeyes to total more than 1,300 points and 600 
rebounds.

During his junior season, Cook averaged 14.5 

Michael Guhin/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s second varsity crew rows back after losing to Wisconsin by 6.07 seconds in the first session on Lake Macbride on April 13.

Rowers enjoy success at Macbride 

BY ROBERT READ
robert-read@uiowa.edu

Iowa track and field took the track for the 
20th-annual Musco Twilight Invitational on 
April 13, and the results did not disappoint 
Hawkeye fans.

Facing off against seven teams, Iowa walked 
away with 10 wins on Senior Recognition Day.

The men’s and women’s throwers led the way. 
As a group, the throwers filled the stat sheet and 
put up big numbers.

A week after earning the Big Ten Co-Athlete 
of the Week honor, Laulauga 
Tausaga made a case to win the 
award again after earning three 
victories. Tausaga started out 
by winning the discus (59.09 
meters), then followed by tak-
ing first in the hammer throw 
(58.02) and the shot put (15.29).

Finishing right behind 
Tausaga in the discus was Kon-

stadina Spanoudakis, who threw a personal best 
of 57.95. That mark moves her from third to sec-
ond on Iowa’s top-10 list, trailing only Tausaga.

“We had some great performances in the 
throws today,” Iowa Director of Track and Field 
Joey Woody said. “Konstadina had a massive 
personal best and a great series in the discus 
today. I think she’s top-five or so in the nation.”

Reno Tuufuli continued the strong throwing 
performances, finishing with wins in the discus 
and the shot put.

Tuufuli, who was one of 17 Hawkeye seniors 
to be honored during the meet, was happy to 
finish his Musco career out on a high note.

“This was a great way to end my Musco expe-
rience,” he said. “My mom got here for the ban-

The rowing squad found areas to improve this weekend while three Hawkeyes received exciting news.

Iowa tennis trends down-
ward in weekend matches

The Iowa men’s and women’s 
tennis teams both fell at times 
throughout the weekend. 

The men dropped a match to 
Purdue in a close battle (4-3) and 
lost a tough one against Indiana 
(4-0). Iowa won against Indiana/
Purdue-Indianapolis.

The women also fell to 
Nebraska in their April 13 match 
(4-2). The Hawkeyes struggled 
through the start of the match, 
dropping the doubles point and 
losing at No. 1 and No. 2.

“I think every match in the 
Big Ten is a 
competitive 
match,” Iowa 
women’s head 
coach Sasha 
Schmid said in a 
release. “Credit 
Nebraska for 
coming in here 
and fighting 
hard. They’ve had 

a tough season, and they really 
brought it today. It’s disappointing, 
because we had some momentum, 
but we have to two tough road 
matches coming up.”

The Hawkeye men started off 
on a roll against the Boilermakers, 
with doubles pairs Oliver Okonkwo 
and Will Davies and Kareem Allaf 
and Jonas Larsen picking up win 
before Iowa fell.

Mayhew

SEE COOK, 6

Hawkeye softball snaps losing skid
Iowa’s pregame meeting sparked the team’s best offensive production in weeks.

Schmid

Iowa’s NBA Draft
 History (Since 1995)

2015 — Aaron White, 
Washington Wizards (R2, P49)

2014 — Devyn Marble, Denver 
Nuggets (R2, P56)

2007 — Adam Haluska, New 
Orleans Hornets (R2, P43)

1999 — J.R. Koch, New York 
Knick (R2, P46)

1998 — Ricky Davis, Charlotte 
Hornets (R1, P21)

1998 — Ryan Bowen, Denver 
Nuggets (R2, P55)

1996 — Russ Millard, Phoenix 
Suns (R2, P39)

Hawkeye football
recruiting update

Iowa football’s 2020 recruiting 
class is now ranked No. 9 in the 
country, No. 3 in the Big Ten, 
according to 247Sports.

The Hawkeyes’ ranking was 
helped by the commitment 
of three-star tight end Elijah 
Yelverton from Bishop Dunne 
(Texas).

The 6-5, 225-pound recruit 
also had offers from 33 other 
schools, including Florida, 
Georgia, LSU, Auburn, Michigan, 
Michigan State, Arizona State, 
and Iowa State.

Yelverton was Iowa’s ninth 
commitment for the 2020 class, 
and he joins the likes of four-
star defensive tackle Logan 
Jones, four-star quarterback 
Deuce Hogan, and three-star 
running back Gavin Williams, 
among others.

Alabama ranks No. 1 in the 
class, while Ohio State and 
Penn State rank No. 6 and No. 7, 
respectively.

Iowa track 
wins 10 events 
at Musco
Led by strong performances 
from Laulauga Tausaga and 
Reno Tuufuli, the Hawkeyes had 
strong performances all around 
despite resting several athletes.

SEE ROWING, 6

SEE SOFTBALL, 6

Iowa basketball forward Tyler Cook announced his decision to 
hire an agent and declare for the NBA Draft.

SEE TRACK, 6

Tausaga

To read the full 
story, go to 
dailyiowan.com
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