
BY JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

What would a showdown between Iowa 
basketball stars Megan Gustafson and Tyler 
Cook look like?

A couple weeks ago, Cook suggested on 
Twitter that Gustafson would certainly best 
him one-on-one.

Most of Gustafson’s basketball life before 
eighth grade consisted of her playing with, 
and beating, boys. Up in the small town of Port 
Wing, Wisconsin, it’s common to see a coed 
basketball team with kids in sixth grade and 
below. However, Gustafson’s eighth-grade 
year was a bit of an anomaly.

“We didn’t have enough girls that year to 

form a girls’ team,” Megan’s father, Clendon 
Gustafson said. “So Megan played with the 
eighth-grade boys. Not only that, but she end-
ed up being good enough to start.”

She not only started, she dominated. 
With her show of prowess against mid-

dle-school boys, Clendon Gustafson realized 
he might have an extraordinary basketball 
player for a daughter.

“There are very few eighth-grade girls who 
can muscle and play with the boys,” he said. 
“So I thought then, ‘That’s something special 
there.’ ”

Gustafson finished that season as the team’s 
second leading scorer, but her lasting impact 
was her physicality.

“One time, another coach said I was being 

too rough on the boys,” Gustafson said. “I 
think they knew I could compete because they 
never took it easy on me. That’s something 
that I appreciate to this day.”

That’s when Gustafson realized she had a 
chance to turn a basketball hobby into a life-
style.

From then on, Gustafson has turned herself 
into arguably the greatest Hawkeye basketball 
player to don the Black and Gold. Her impres-
sive Iowa career will be celebrated, along with 
the two other seniors in her class, on Senior 
Day this Sunday when the Hawkeyes take on 
Northwestern at 3 p.m. in Carver-Hawkeye 
Arena.

Before Iowa, Gustafson dominated in high 
school, setting the scoring record and a pleth-

ora of others, but her most impressive skill 
there, and still to this day, is her ability to stay 
modest.

Her basketball talent certainly helps keep 
Port Wing’s population of around 160 glued 
to the television on game days, but Gus-
tafson’s endearing nature compelled a group 
of 40-plus Port Wingers to drive three hours 
to Minneapolis in order to see her on Jan. 14 in 
Iowa’s 81-63 victory over Minnesota.

“She’s always been looked upon as being 
very kind and considerate to others,” her fa-
ther said. “She carried that kind of attitude all 
through high school.”

For Gustafson, “others” meant every single 

Hawkeye swimming & 
diving races toward 
records
In Day 2 of the Big Ten Champion-
ships, the Iowa men’s swimming 
and diving team enjoyed numer-
ous top-10 performances. 

Regents approve COGS 
contract
The state Board of Regents voted 
on Thursday to ratify a two-year 
contract proposal with the 
Campaign to Organize Graduate 
Students, the UI graduate-employ-
ee union, which primarily provides 
for an annual wage increase of 2.1 
percent for graduate employees.

BY KATIE ANN MCCARVER AND MARISSA PAYNE
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

AMES — The University of Iowa Labor Center has 
been saved after the state Board of Regents approved the 
university’s latest request to reconsider the closure on 
Thursday with no discussion.

The regents approved the UI’s request to close the 
center and several others in November 
2018, setting the center’s closing for June 
30. They reversed that decision on Thurs-
day’s vote; UI College of Law Dean Kev-
in Washburn and Labor Center Direc-
tor Jennifer Sherer recently reached an 
agreement to keep the center open.

The initial decision to close the cen-
ter stemmed from an administrative 

concern by its funding using tuition dollars and gen-
eral-fund money. The new memorandum states gener-
al-education funding for the Labor Center will be elim-
inated, and after four years, the Labor Center will be 
self-sufficient.

Over the next four years, the law school, using unspent 
funds from the now-closed Institute of Public Affairs, will 
slowly phase out its financial support of the Labor Center, 
so by the time it completely withdraws, the center will have 

The state Board of Regents approved 
the UI’s request to reconsider closing 
the Labor Center on Thursday, 
after the College of Law dean and 
the center director reached an 
agreement to keep it open.

I N S I D E

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.

#DoesUIowaLoveMe 
movement surges at rally

BY CHARLES PECKMAN
charles-peckman@uiowa.edu

The social-media movement #DoesUIow-
aLoveMe has traveled from the internet to the 
University of Iowa campus.

More than 100 students, staff, and faculty 
gathered on the Cleary Walkway on Thursday 
afternoon to share stories, gather as a commu-
nity, and take photographs for the movement’s 
social-media platforms.

The hashtag, which was launched Monday 
night, now has more than 1,000 tweets and In-
stagram posts highlighting concerns ranging 
from racial discrimination to issues revolving 

around xenophobia, homophobia, and white 
privilege. At the time of Thursday’s event, more 
than 600 students said they were “interested” in 
the rally on Facebook.

One UI student who spoke at the event, who 
wished to remain anonymous, said he encoun-
tered homophobia in the residence halls and 
was taken aback by the lack of inclusiveness at a 
seemingly “diverse” university.

“My roommate said, ‘I want to move out be-
cause you’re gay,’ ” he said. “He said, ‘If you were 
straight, and I was the gay one, you would un-
derstand.’ ”

SEE LABOR, 2

It’s official: 
Labor Center 
lives on 

SEE MOVEMENT, 2

Unbeaten path to humble domination

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
A student speaks during a rally for the #DoesUIowaLoveMe movement on the Cleary Walkway on Thursday. 
Students and community members gathered to tell their stories about belonging to marginalized groups.

SEE GUSTAFSON, 3

Washburn

8

Now the most decorated 
Hawkeye, Iowa’s star 

basketball player Megan 
Gustafson heads into her 

final regular-season game 
in Carver-Hawkeye.
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David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan
Iowa forward Megan Gustafson drives against Michigan State on Feb. 7 in Carver-Hawkeye. The Hawkeyes defeated the Spartans, 86-71.

More than 100 people gathered on campus Thursday to 
share their #DoesUIowaLoveMe stories.

Go to dailyiowan.com 
for the full story and 
more regents’ coverage.



UI senior Jaimeson Hicklin 
said he also has encountered 
discrimination and urged the 
university administration to 
address the students’ concerns.

“I think we do have a diverse 
community here, but it is not 
being recognized or advocated 
for,” he said.

UI senior Dawson Daven-
port, a member of the Meskwa-
ki Nation, said he realizes the 
university gives opportunities 
to people from marginalized 
groups. But he also said that, 
on an administrative level, it 
doesn’t seem to truly support 
these students’ success on and 
off campus.

“I was told I couldn’t be here 
because I am native,” Daven-
port said. “But I’m here. And 
I’m about to graduate.”

People from marginalized 
groups need to “continue the 

fight,” he said, but he realiz-
es that it can be difficult and 
draining to do so. With that, he 
said he hopes the many voices 
on campus will not be silent.

“I wanted to go to college 
since I was in middle school,” 
he said. “Don’t let people tear us 
down.”

More than a dozen people 
shared their stories via mega-
phone during Thursday’s event. 
As the rally wrapped up and 
participants hugged and wiped 
away tears, many said they 
hope the momentum of #Doe-
sUIowaLoveMe doesn’t slow 
down. 

UI Vice President for Stu-
dent Life Melissa Shivers, who 
was present at the event, shared 
a message with the universi-
ty community on Thursday 
morning. She said she wants 
to “thank all of the brave people 
who shared their experiences 
and were courageous enough 
to address some difficult top-
ics.”

“As a woman of color, a 

first-generation college grad-
uate, and a leader at this in-
stitution, I cannot be silent 
on issues of inclusion, equity, 
health, safety, and well-being,” 
she said in the message. “I want 
to be clear when I say to you 
that this campus believes you 
and stands with you. The many 
staff, faculty, and students here 
at the University of Iowa hear 
your stories and have read your 
posts on social media so we can 
work together to support you.”

Shivers said she continues 
to work on a Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion Action Plan that 
will be shared with the UI on 
April 4. 

“We will all have a responsi-
bility to review and an opportu-
nity to demonstrate our com-
mitment, and I believe enough 
in this community to know that 
we can and we will,” she said. 
“However, it is not right to wait 
until that plan has taken shape 
to enact change or let you know 
that you and your experiences 
are seen and heard.”
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A construction team works on demolishing the Governor Street bridge near Iowa Avenue on Thursday. The block of Governor Street closed in early 
January and will remain closed until work is completed in June.

PAST TENSE OF BRIDGE

Top regent supports potential public-private utility
Regent President Michael Richards backed the UI’s possible public-private partnership for its utility on Thursday.

BY KATIE ANN MCCARVER 
AND KELSEY HARRELL
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

AMES — The state Board 
of Regents president on 
Thursday commended as 
“forward thinking” the Uni-
versity of Iowa’s consid-
eration of a public-private 
partnership that would place 
the responsibility of main-
taining the campus utility 
system with a private con-
tractor.

“I want to publicly com-
mend [UI] President [Bruce] 
Harreld and the administra-
tion for forward-thinking 
and exploring potential pub-
lic/private partnership with 
its utility system,” he said at 
the regents’ Thursday meet-
ing at Iowa State University. 
“They are being thoughtful 
and deliberative, as they 
should be.”

The UI announced it was 
considering entering such 
an agreement on Feb. 8 af-
ter Gov. Kim Reynolds asked 
the regent universities to 
explore public-private part-
nerships. Until June, when 

the request for qualifications 
and the request for propos-
als processes are complete, 
UI officials have said the 
university will not know how 
much money would be in-
volved in the agreement.

Richards said time to 
look at the facts is needed to 
make a good decision.

“They are doing this,” he 
said. “They are also being 
transparent throughout the 
process, having open discus-
sions with a wide variety of 
constituents over the com-
ing weeks and months.” 

In the last couple of years, 
the regents have sought ad-
ditional revenue sources for 
the universities, Richards 
said. They challenged the 
schools to find new and cre-
ative ways to take advantage 
of existing assets.  

Richards emphasized 
that tuition, state appro-
priations, and reallocations 
represent the three main 
areas of revenue for regent 
institutions. However, he 
compared higher education 
to other forms of industry, 
in that costs will inevitably 

continue to rise over time. 
“Any new revenue stream 

such as the one the UI is 
looking at is another way 
to develop and supplement 
existing revenues,” he said. 
“New revenue shouldn’t re-
place existing sources, but 
it does help grow the overall 
pool.”

The university and the 
regents hope to come to a 
conclusion about the agree-
ment within the year and if 
it proves to be successful, the 
regents may consider imple-
menting a similar project at 
other regent institutions.

The UI owns the utility 
system, which is composed 
of the Power Plant, water, 
chilled water, and tunnels 
for distribution. The univer-
sity would still own the sys-
tem after entering into an 
agreement.

“We’re not selling or leas-
ing our utility system,” Har-
reld said. “Instead, we’re 
asking third parties to bid 
on operating our utility sys-
tem for our benefit and to 
our quality standards and 
values.”

Ultimately, he said, such 
an agreement and the en-
dowment stemming from its 
proceeds would contribute 
to the UI’s strategic plan to 
increase retention and grad-

uation rates, access to qual-
ity health care, among other 
items.

“That’s what I aspire to 
do,” Harreld said. “Please 
note we’re just at the very 

beginning of a very long 
process. As a team, we’re 
looking forward to continu-
ing our engagement with 
our community, our consul-
tants, and [the] board.”

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Regent President Michael Richards listens to a presentation in the ISU Alumni Center on Feb. 22, 2017. 

MOVEMENT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
UI student Chris Vazquez holds a picture frame during a rally for the #DoesUIowaLoveMe movement on the 
Cleary Walkway on Thursday. Students, university faculty, and community members gathered to tell their 
stories about belonging to marginalized cultural groups.

created and received its own 
streams of revenue.

“I believe strongly in the 
mission of the Labor Center 
and the community it sup-
ports,” Washburn said in a pre-
vious statement. “Providing 
supplemental funding until 
new sources of revenue can be 
secured is a positive outcome 
for the college and the center.”

Ken Sager, the president of 
the Iowa Federation of Labor 
and a Labor Advisory Commit-
tee member, addressed the re-
gents during the public-com-
ment period at the meeting, 
thanking them for the oppor-
tunity to reinforce the Labor 
Center’s role in Iowa.

With the center’s life on 
the line, Sager served along-
side dozens of organizations, 
such as Iowa Professional 
Firefighters, the Interfaith 
Alliance of Iowa, Iowans for 
Public Education, and others 
on behalf of the Save Our La-
bor Center Coalition.

“I’m here as a lifelong Iowan 
and a parent of three gradu-
ates of regent institutions who 
have a deep love for our state 
and a personal stake in the 
rectification of our public in-
stitutions,” Sager said. “Today 
marks a turning point.”

Sherer recently told The Dai-
ly Iowan that in 1951, when the 
Labor Center was established, 
many states worked collabo-
ratively with their public uni-
versities to establish labor-out-
reach programs. Post-World 
War II labor unrest grew as 
employers tried to claw back 
some of the wage and benefit 
gains workers made during the 
war years, she said, prompting 
states to find a role for them-
selves in resolving the tension.

Nearly seven decades later, 
the Labor Center’s outreach 
extends beyond the UI campus 
to the rest of the state. Labor 
Center staff taught 2,556 Iowa 
workers from 61 Iowa counties 
in fiscal 2018 in classes on work-
place safety, civil rights, injured 
workers’ compensation, family 
and medical leave, among other 
items, according to the center’s 
annual highlights report. 

“Workers should have ac-
cess to understanding the 
legal framework they’re op-
erating in, and management 
should as well,” Sherer said.

UI student Austin Wu, who 
was involved in the efforts to 
save the center, said one of his 
key issues with the its impend-
ing closing was that he felt it 
represented a divide between 
a prospering professional class 
and a stagnating working class.

“It’s kind of emblematic of 
what is the purpose of a public 
institution? Is it just to serve 
18- through 24-year-old under-

graduate students to receive 
degrees, or does it provide 
some broader purpose to bene-
fiting the state?” he said. “While 
you can’t get a degree from 
the Labor Center, it provides 
training for people to stand up 
for themselves and sometimes 
even to save their lives.”

Women in male-dominated 
occupations have explained 
that the Labor Center gave 
them confidence to pursue 
leadership in the workplace, 
Sager said, noting that em-
ployees in hazardous jobs such 
as factory workers and first re-
sponders have gained the skills 
necessary to prevent injury.

“Over the 70 years the Labor 
Center has been in existence, 
it’s reflected a long commit-
ment from the regents and the 
communities in which they 
work,” Sager said. “We hope 
that your continued steward-
ship of our public institutions 
will include a bright future for 
the Labor Center.”

LABOR
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Thomas A. Stewart/The Daily Iowan
Community members gather on the Pentacrest to protest the closing of 
the Labor Center on Oct. 17, 2018.



person. In her senior year of 
high school, Clendon Gus-
tafson remembers the moth-
er of a kindergartener talking 
to him about how Megan 
took the time to chat with the 
kindergartener.

“[The mother] thought 
that it was so amazing be-
cause most high-school-
ers don’t give little kids the 
time of day,” Clendon Gus-
tafson said. “I remember the 
mom saying, ‘They were just 
talking like they were good 
friends.’ ”

To this day, Megan Gus-
tafson can be found sign-
ing autographs or posing 
for photos after every home 
game.

“I think that best exem-
plifies the way Megan is,” 
Clendon Gustafson said. “It 
doesn’t matter what level she 
achieves, she’s going to take 
time and make sure each per-
son she talks to feels import-
ant.”

That unassuming per-
sonality, along with her ex-
ceptional basketball skills, 
accompanied her in the 
eight-hour drive from Port 
Wing to Iowa City. 

What stayed in Port Wing, 
at least at the start of her 
Hawkeye career, was the ex-
uberant part of her personal-
ity, the part that had earned 
her the nickname “smiley 
cakes” from her mother.

“Coming in as a freshman, I 
was kind of quiet,” Megan Gus-
tafson said. “I’m kind of used 
to a small-town atmosphere. I 
was a deer in the headlights [in 
the beginning] for sure.”

It wasn’t until then Hawk-
eye Chase Coley started pull-
ing Megan Gustafson out of 
her comfort zone that she 
began to open up.

However, even an “opened 
up” Gustafson has been a 
quiet one. That is before this 
season, in which she has be-

come more vocal in helping 
lead the team to its current 
22-6 record.

“She never really has used 
her voice a lot until this year,” 
Iowa head coach Lisa Bluder 
said. “This year, she’s made 
the most impact with her 
words.”

While her “smiley cakes” 
nickname might not always 
have suited her at Iowa, her 
best high-school post move, 
the drop step, certainly has.

She has various other post 
moves to go along with it, 
but her drop step is the big-
gest reason she is a National 
Player of the Year candidate 
this season, and it’s why she 
has averaged 20.2 points per 
game during her career.

A perfectly performed drop 
step is typically a tough move 
to stop, but there’s some-
thing about Gustafson’s that 
makes it more unstoppable 
than others.

Her move begins before 
she even has the ball in her 
hand, and it happens so fast 
it appears as if she catches, 
turns, and shoots the ball in 
one motion. A poorly timed 
glance down at a phone 
would cause someone to miss 
it.

Clendon Gustafson, a for-
mer post player, gets the 
credit for helping teach her 
the drop step, which she has 
turned into arguably the best 
offensive move in college bas-

ketball.
“My dad loves that drop 

step,” Megan Gustafson said. 
“He told me, ‘That’s pretty 
much one of the only moves 
you’ll ever need.’ The drop 
step has been my No. 1 move 
since Day 1.”

 On the court, she has been 
an intimidating force; off 
it, she has been as down-to-
earth as ever. 

During the course of her 
four years at Iowa, it would 
be tough to find any press 
conference Gustafson has 
had in which she hasn’t 
thanked her teammates and 
coaches without taking any 
glory for herself.

“I appreciate the way she 
is humble and acknowledges 
the contributions of others,” 
Clendon Gustafson said. “She 
says that every time she gets 
interviewed, and it’s not just 
lip service. It’s genuine — she 
truly is thankful for all the 
contributions of her team-
mates and coaches.”

Megan Gustafson says she 
was raised to be humble and 
amiable, but even her father 
is left marveling at how she 
has shed the “selfish millen-
nial” trope.

“I honestly don’t know,” 
Clendon Gustafson said 
when asked how he thought 
Megan Gustafson was able to 
stay so grounded.

Her mother thinks raising 
her to be strong in her faith 
has been the biggest reason 
for her unparalleled modesty.

“She was raised in a 
church,” Eva Gustafson said. 
“I would say her faith is the 
biggest reason she has been 
able to stay grounded. She 
does everything for some-
thing greater than herself.”

However it happened, Me-
gan Gustafson became a world-
class college basketball player 
with world-class humility.

“Megan is amazing to me,” 
Bluder said. “When you have 
a player who’s getting these 
kind of accolades who still 
wants to get better, I think 
they’ve got a pretty level head 

on. She’s an All-American 
with no ego, and that’s hard 
to find.”

Describing her as having 
“no ego” may be an under-
statement. Time and again, 
Megan Gustafson has gone 
out of her way to be the mold 
of what a perfect teammate 
is.

“She’s very selfless,” Hawk-
eye Tania Davis said. “Like in 
the interview after the [Ne-
braska] game, she was more 
worried about the assist 
she missed at the end of the 
game for me. She never brags 
about any of her stats. Me-
gan’s probably one of the best 
teammates I’ve ever had.”

She is the embodiment of 
Iowa Athletics Director Gary 
Barta’s “Win. Graduate. Do it 
right.” slogan, although, she 
might argue that she’s lack-
ing in the “win” department.

Winning truly is of para-
mount importance to her  — 
she said she hasn’t even 

thought about any of the 
several record she’s broken. 
What she focuses on is play-
ing in a championship. 

“She wants to win — every-
thing else is a bonus,” Clen-
don Gustafson said. “Her 
greatest dream would be to 
be on an Iowa team that wins 
a championship, that’s what 
she’s in it for.”

In her four years at Io-
wa, she has only been to one 
NCAA Tournament, where 
she is 0-1 and has never won 
a Big Ten regular-season or 
tournament title.

That is something she 
hopes she can change this 
year. Iowa will be in the best 
position to succeed in both 
the Big Ten Tournament and 
NCAA Tournament than it 
has been in any of her previ-
ous three years.

A goal of hers is to win at 
least one of those. Just ask 
Bluder — when Gustafson 
has a goal to reach, nothing 
gets in her way.

Her determination was on 
full display for Iowa’s coach-
ing staff this summer when 
Bluder challenged everyone 
on the team to make 16,004 
shots over 13 weeks.

Because Gustafson would 
be gone for almost two weeks 
in the summer, it was a goal 
that seemed unachievable.

“I said to her, ‘Don’t wor-
ry about [the goal],’ ” Bluder 
said. “When she came back 
to the gym next day to shoot, 
and I said to her again, ‘I 
know you’re not going to 
reach the goal, it’s almost 
impossible.’ She said, ‘Oh 
no, coach. I’ve made 16,000, 
I’m going to make 18,000.’ 
And she did, which is a pretty 
amazing task.” 

Gustafson wants to be re-
membered for her passion 
and admiration for the game 
of basketball once she lays up 
her final basket.

“I look forward to practic-
es, that’s the best part of my 
day,” she said. “Just to know 
I put my heart and soul into 
every single day.”

Her passion for the 
game was evident after the 
Hawkeyes 86-73 win over 
then-No. 7 Maryland, when 
she celebrated the victory 
by jumping up and down 
with more youth than any of 
the kids in the packed Carv-

er-Hawkeye crowd that day.
“It was so amazing to see 

Megan at the end of the game 
jumping up and down,” Clen-
don Gustafson said. “She has 
so much passion for basket-
ball.”

While her love of the game 
won’t soon be forgotten, Me-
gan Gustafson’s legacy at Io-
wa will be remembered for 
much more than just the zeal 
with which she played.

So is Gustafson the great-
est player in Hawkeye histo-
ry?

That’s the question fans 
around the Iowa women’s 
basketball team ask. Howev-
er, that debate hasn’t entered 
the Gustafson household.

“It’s hard to compare play-
ers from different eras and 
positions,” Clendon Gus-
tafson said. “It’s hard to say 
a big blanket statement like 
‘the greatest player.’ I would 
say she’s very good, but I don’t 
think we can call anyone ‘the 
greatest basketball player.’ ”

Even mentioning that 
Bluder confirmed that Iowa 
will retire Gustafson’s No. 10 
makes her mother squirm.

“It’s too early to talk about 
that,” Eva Gustafson stubborn-
ly said. “It’s wonderful that it’s 
being talked about, but it’s not 
the time for that. There are still 
games left to be played.”

It would seem the basket-
ball doesn’t fall too far from 
the rim.

Whether the Gustafson 
family likes it or not, Me-
gan Gustafson has earned a 
right to be talked about as the 
greatest Hawkeye basketball 
player, and she absolutely 
has done enough to see her 
number lifted to the rafters 
of Carver-Hawkeye.

“What do I say about Me-
gan anymore,” Bluder said. 
“She’s obviously a talented 
basketball player, one of the 
best in the United States, but 
it’s all the other stuff. We’ve 
had players who have been 
low-maintenance players. 
Megan has been no mainte-
nance. She’s just an incred-
ible human being; whatever 
you put in front of Megan, 
she will do it to the best of her 
ability, and it will be amaz-
ing. She could conquer the 
world, I really believe that.”
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IS ARRIVING IN IOWA CITY 

ON MARCH 2, 2019
IOWANS FROM ACROSS THE 

STATE WILL BE COMING TOGETHER 
TO BETTER THE FUTURE OF IOWA’S 

PASSENGER RAIL NETWORK.
LOCATION:

IOWA CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY
123 SOUTH LINN STREET

MEETING ROOM E (2ND FLOOR)
TIME:

1 PM — 2:30 PM
JOIN US ON FACEBOOK AT @IARPRAIL TO HELP ADVOCATE 

FOR IOWA’S PASSENGER TRAINS

‘She’s just an incredible human being; whatever 
you put in front of Megan, she will do it to the best 

of her ability, and it will be amazing. She could 
conquer the world, I really believe that.’

— Lisa Bluder, head basketball coach

GUSTAFSON
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

…

Contributed
Megan Gustafson (21) poses with her eighth-grade basketball team. Before becoming a star at Iowa, Gustafson dominated boys in her middle-school days.

Contributed
Megan Gustafson transitioned from finger painting in kindergarten to 
dominating the post in college. 

School single-season records
Points: 823

Rebounds: 411
Field goals made: 320

Field-goal percentage: 67.1 percent (70.4 this year)
Free throws Made: 183

Free throws Attempted: 227
Double-doubles: 28

 
Career records

Big Ten record: double-doubles: 81
Big Ten: most Player of the Week awards: 22
School records points (men/women): 2,571

School record rebounds (men/women): 1,352
School record field goals made: 1,042

School record field-goal percentage: 65.5 percent
School single-game points record: 48

 
Awards

2x First team All-Big Ten selection
Big Ten All-Freshman team

Big Ten player of the year 2017-2018 (Media)
Named an All-American by seven outlets, including 

first-team All-American by Sports Illustrated
Big Ten All-Tournament Team

 
Watch Lists

Midseason WBCA Wade Watch list
Late-season John R. Wooden

Semifinalist Naismith Women’s Defensive Player of the Year 



You always see the heart-
warming stories of people 
who’ve “pulled themselves up by 
their bootstraps” and “achieved 
the American Dream” circu-
lating. Those who truly started 
from the bottom and overcame 
one of the many social or eco-
nomic barriers American society 
is riddled with. Rather than at-
tempt to remove those barriers, 
we reward those who succeed 
with acceptance. It’s sort of like 
a test, and we pit marginalized 
people against each other to see 
who’ll come out on top. This very 
dynamic fosters a competitive 
mindset that turns marginal-
ized persons against each other 
and those trying to succeed after 
them.

One example is with immi-
gration. The Center for Immi-
gration Studies (a nonpartisan 
research organization) cites 
a 2010 Zogby poll that states 
more than half of Hispanics, 
Asian Americans, and African 
Americans believed immigra-
tion levels were too high, that 
illegal immigration is caused 
by poor enforcement, and en-
couraged “illegal” immigrants 
to go home rather than provide 
a path to citizenship. 

Another example is with 
women in regards to sexism. It’s 
no secret either that women are 
consistently pitted against each 
other as well to see who comes 
out on top in a society that 

wasn’t built for their success in 
the first place. Women begin 
to see each other as threats and 
tear each other down rather 
than work together for success. 

In my own Indian commu-
nity, I see this backwards cycle 
at work more and more often. 
An Indian family moves here, 
works hard, becomes middle 
class, assimilates into the sub-
urban lifestyle, and instantly 
looks down on anyone who has 
started the same journey they 
just completed. 

What do they gain from this 
switch in attitude? Nothing but 
the uneasy acceptance of a so-
ciety that will never see them 
as equals. These are prime ex-

amples of marginalized groups 
who flip their views on issues 
that directly affect them and 
hinder the success of those that 
come after.

In 2019, it’s hard to believe 
these sentiments exist. Things 
have in fact gotten better, but 
the negative voices have gotten 
louder with this presidential 
administration. Marginalized 
groups and those who’ve “made 
it” feel more pressure than ever 
to defend what they’ve earned. 
Time after time, I’ve heard my 
friends’ parents disparage ef-
forts of racial equality, call for 
more restrictive immigration 
laws, and say those who use 
welfare choose to be poor. 

These hypocritical attitudes 
do not better society by dis-
mantling the limitations in 
place but rather reinforce the 
barriers. The cycle of struggle 
continues because we allow it 
to. It baffles me that anyone 
would wish their struggles on 
anyone else. The American 
Dream shouldn’t be some-
thing that we fight each other 
to achieve but rather a way of 
life and a set of opportunities 
that are guaranteed for all who 
want it.

At the end of the day, the 
successes of marginalized 
people help us by getting us 
one step closer to not being 
“marginalized” anymore. For-
getting your roots enables the 
system that sought to keep 
you out in the first place. You 
should want to see others like 
you succeed; what you went 
through doesn’t magically dis-
appear once you’ve “made it.”
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After the American Dream
POINT/COUNTERPOINT

Marginalized people sometimes change their views on issues that used to affect them 
after they ‘achieve’ the American Dream, but they haven’t really achieved anything at all.

It’s too late for a moderate 
approach to climate change

I’ve argued before that fight-
ing climate change shouldn’t be 
a partisan debate. There’s plenty 
of reasons conservatives can get 
on board with a climate policy 
overhaul, including protect-
ing agriculture and mitigating 
refugee crises. But the current 
Republican Party — led by the 
Trump administration — has 
made it clear that it’s not inter-
ested in doing anything to pro-
tect the environment.

Earlier this millennium, pro-
tecting the environment wasn’t 
a contested issue. In 2008, Newt 
Gingrich, a Republican and for-
mer speaker of the House, ap-
peared in a pro-climate ad with 
current Speaker Nancy Pelosi. 
“Our country must take action 
to address climate change,” 
Gingrich said.

That sounds like the party of 
deregulation and the fossil-fuel 
industry is coming around, right? 

No. Just three years later, Ging-
rich recanted his comments and 
called for the abolition of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency.

Bipartisan agreement on 
the environment is becoming 
harder, not easier.

And because the United 
States hasn’t done enough to 
fight climate change in the past, 
the necessary future steps have 
become more extreme. I don’t 
have space to go through all the 
different ways the climate crisis 
will, and already has, drastically 
affect life on Earth, but we are 
out of time. As Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y., tweeted 
Sunday, “Climate delayers ar-
en’t much better than climate 
deniers. With either one, if they 
get their way, we’re toast.”

The United States launches 
wars at the drop of a hat. The 
president declared emergencies 
over imagined immigration di-
sasters. We send millions in aid 
the moment an actual disaster 
hits anywhere in the world. But 
when it comes to realistic solu-
tions to save our planet, we’ve 
dragged our feet for so long that 
we’re at a complete standstill.

The oceans are rising. The 
forests are burning. The air is 
toxic. The sea is plastic. The end 
of life as we know it is already 
in motion. The time for incre-
mental regulations and politi-
cal bargaining is over. The time 
for real action is now.

Should Dems make a 
climate compromise?
Two pro-environment columnists debate the 
best way to fight climate change in Congress.

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan

The Green New Deal needs 
broad support to be effective

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
D-N.Y., has done more than just 
take the Twitter-verse by storm 
and Livestream on Instagram, 
she and Sen. Ed Markey, D-Mass., 
drafted a “Green New Deal,” 
which, they hope, will eventually 
eliminate all carbon emissions. 

All of them. 
The resolution, which would 

be nonbinding should it pass, 
also aims to tackle such issues as 
income inequality and injustice 
among minorities.

OK, this sounds great, and I 
am completely on board. But I’m 
also a Democrat, and a pretty far 
left-leaning one at that. 

Although Democrats have the 
House, the Republican-dominat-
ed Senate wouldn’t even give this 
“deal” a second look.

In fact, even Senate Democrats 
such as Dick Durbin, D-Ill., who is 
nearly at the top of the Senate’s 

liberal pack, called the proposal a 
“resolution aspiration.” 

So how would an idea like this 
ever prosper?

To be frank — and cynical — it 
can’t. At least not right now. There 
has to be some sort of center com-
promise for this legislation to go, 
well, anywhere productive. 

But this resolution encom-
passes so many facets it’s almost 
overwhelming to those who fail to 
support it.

Now, this is not to say I don’t 
support the deal, nor does it im-
ply that I don’t see the need for 
drastic measures … I do. The overt 
emission of greenhouse gases, 
income inequality, and injustice 
throughout the United States and 
its economic structure are un-
doubtedly issues.

But just talking about radical 
resolutions that simply won’t 
pass across the aisle means noth-
ing if we can’t get actual legislation 
passed.

Wouldn’t it be more produc-
tive to compromise on the sever-
ity of the legislation’s stipulations 
to actually get something in the 
works to further combat carbon 
emissions while simultaneously 
securing American jobs?

I find it hard to believe that the 
only way to achieve at least some 
of the goals at hand is to be un-
wavering completely. 

If we want change, we have to 
compromise. 

‘These hypocritical attitudes do not better society 
by dismantling the limitations in place but rather 

reinforce the barriers.’

COLUMN

UI students discuss the thought process behind giving up a passion upon entering college. 

Following your passion? Not since college

We’ve heard it time and time 
again: College is a time to nur-
ture your passions and delve 
into your interests. A situation 
seldom talked about is the pas-
sions that people choose to give 
up upon reaching university. 
College is filled with commit-
ments, and if the activity you are 
participating in isn’t your career 
plan, chances are you have to 

decide whether you want to add 
that into the balance. With ma-
jor-related activities and a heavy 
course load, many students 
can’t find the time to pursue 
their past extracurriculars in 
college or are unable to contin-
ue at the college level. 

I posted a survey on Face-
book to get the opinion of oth-
er college students. While the 
passions of the students who 
responded ranged from the arts 
to various sports, all 17 who an-
swered were considering con-
tinuing their activity of choice 
in college. That being said, there 
were many reasons that stu-
dents couldn’t continue pursu-
ing the activities they did. 

Freshman Elisabeth Neruda 
was planning on continuing 
tennis in college. “I even brought 

my racket,” she said. However, 
Neruda, like many college stu-
dents, became involved with 
many other clubs and organi-
zations, and along with classes, 
she realized she didn’t have time 
to keep playing tennis. She said 
one of the factors that affected 
her decision was distance. “If 
the tennis courts were a little bit 

closer to my dorm or closer to 
campus, I might go hit around 
some more,” she said. 

“I am here to get a degree, 
which is a privilege [that] I need 
to take seriously,” college stu-
dent Alli said. She had to priori-
tize college over dancing, which 
had proved to be “expensive and 
time consuming.” While she no 
longer dances, the sophomore in 
college said she goes regularly to 
the gym to exercise and stretches 
to “maintain flexibility.”

From fifth grade to my se-
nior year of high school, I was 
a choir kid. I took part in nu-
merous choirs — some of which 
included the American Choral 
Directors Association Nation-
al Honor Choir to my school’s 
premier a cappella group — 
and dedicated time outside of 
school to events and practices. 
Before entering college, it was 
unimaginable to even speculate 

that I wouldn’t sing in college. 
Now, as I nostalgically listen to 
choral music as I type this arti-
cle, I can’t help but wonder what 
happened. When I sing now, 
I can’t help but think back to 
when my voice was in its prime. 
How much would my voice have 
improved if I had continued 
singing in a group? I guess I will 

never know. However, the fact 
remains that I did not have time 
to prepare for auditions and 
had too many academic com-
mitments to join any singing 
groups at the UI. 

Don’t worry, I didn’t stop 
singing altogether. My room-
mates can confirm that I can 
be found singing to myself 
while I study at home. Every 
so often, my friend and I will 
stop by Voxman and practice 
harmonizing in a practice 
room. While I miss sing-
ing with others for events, I 
don’t think I could ever give 
up singing altogether — I 
love music too much. May-
be I don’t sound as great as I 
once did, but every so often, 
I will hit a note just right.

Ultimately, I don’t think 
people truly give up their pas-
sions; after all, they will always 
be part of who they became.BY HALEY TRIEM

‘As I nostalgically listen to choral music as I type this 
article, I can’t help but wonder what happened.’

ELIJAH HELTON
elijah-helton@uiowa.edu

SUCHAETA HEGDE
suchaeta-hegde@uiowa.edu

MICHELLE KUMAR
michelle-kumar@uiowa.edu

MADELEINE NEAL
madeleine-neal@uiowa.edu
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1st place prize: $1,000
2 runner-up prizes: 3 Wedge 
pizza Gift Certificates, Daily 
Iowan t-shirt and mug

 Answer today’s 
 Campus Quest 
 for a chance 
 to win $1000!
  This addition was added
 to which campus building?

To enter, log onto
dailyiowan.com.
Click on the Grand
Giveaway Campus
Quest Button.

Pope honors UI alum for finding ‘hidden’ Jewish family

BY ANNIE FITZPATRICK
anne-fitzpatrick@uiowa.edu

Pope Francis honored 
University of Iowa gradu-
ate Michael Weinstock this 
past week for his assistance 
in locating the relatives of a 
Jewish family that had hid-
den from the Nazis in the 
mountains of Italy during 
World War II.

“It’s extraordinary, and 
unexpected, and a little bit 
silly,” Weinstock said about 
his meeting with the pope. 

Weinstock first became 
aware of the Ascarelli fam-
ily and their survival story 
through his friend and New 
York Assemblyman Antho-
ny D’Urso, he said. D’Urso’s 
father, Giuseppe, protect-
ed the Jewish family and 
brought them to safety. 

D’Urso had been trying 

to track down the family his 
parents had helped since 
the early ’80s, Weinstock 
said, but he was never able 
to find a diary or any living 
descendants of the family. 
D’Urso had only known the 
patriarch of the family and 
their last name, Ascarelli.

One of the cousins who 
accompanied the Ascarelli 
family to the mountainside 
had written the diary, he 
said. D’Urso was never able 
to find this diary, because 
the cousin’s last name was 
not Ascarelli. 

“First, I did what any 
normal person, young 
person would do these 
days,” Weinstock said and 
laughed. “I Googled the hell 
out of everybody.”

D’Urso told Weinstock 
that the Jewish family had 
lived in Naples before the 
war. This prompted Wein-
stock to Google “Synagogue 
Naples, Italy” and ask to 
speak to the oldest mem-
ber of the congregation, he 
said.

“I’ll tell you exactly what 
the old timer said,” Wein-
stock said. “He said. ‘Yes, 
I remember Mr. Ascarelli,’ 
and then he said, ‘His sec-
ond wife wasn’t Jewish. He 
stopped coming around the 
synagogue after that,’ and 
it made me laugh.”

Weinstock said once he 
had spoken to the person 

at the synagogue, he knew 
he was heading in the right 
direction. He then went to 
Facebook and searched for 
anyone within 200 miles of 
Naples with the last name 
Ascarelli.

“I scrolled through all 
of their Facebook profiles, 
all of their photos, and I 
crossed off the ones with 
Christmas trees, and I put 
checks on everyone with 
Hanukkah menorahs, and 
I started reaching out to 
them,” he said.

Using Google Transla-

tor, Weinstock asked each 
person if their grandfather 
was rescued from Nazis by 
hiding in the mountain in 
1944, he said. Eventually, he 
located the granddaughter, 
prompting the reunion of 
families. 

“They may have thought 
I was nuts, but nearly ev-
eryone I reached out to re-
sponded,” he said.

After finding the fami-
ly, Weinstock and D’Urso 
were invited to the Vatican 
to be honored by the pope. 
Weinstock said it was an 
extraordinary experience.

“He was clearly funny 
and engaging, and I got 

the feeling that most of 
the people that meet him 

in similar circumstances 
are devout Catholics who 

are justifiably nervous and 
blown away, and I was just 
really enjoying the mo-
ment, and it comes through 
in the photos,” he said.

Weinstock said he was 
trying to absorb everything 
and he had to “stop and 
collect himself” numerous 
times when thinking about 
how he was being honored. 

“Before I went off to It-
aly, every time I said the 
sentence I had to stop and 
collect myself because it’s 
so extraordinary,” he said. 
“It’s so ludicrous that I’d 
be invited to the Vatican to 
meet the pope.”

UI graduate Michael Weinstock was recognized by Pope Francis for his assistance in finding the diary of a Jewish family hiding from 
the Nazis in World War II. Weinstock worked on telling the story of the family. 

Contributed

‘It’s extraordinary, and unexpected, and a little 
bit silly.’

— Michael Weinstock, UI graduate

‘I scrolled through all of their Facebook pro-
files, all of their photos, and I crossed off the 

ones with Christmas trees, and I put checks on 
everyone with Hanukkah menorahs.’

— Michael Weinstock, UI graduate



6 SPORTS     THE DAILY IOWAN   |  DAILYIOWAN.COM  |  FRIDAY, MARCH 1, 2019

FRIDAY’S SCHEDULE
DITV Crossover  8:45-9am

Fresh Perspective 9-10am

Full Court Press  2-3pm

Bijou Banter  4-5pm

SVP AF  5-6pm

The Test of Lime w/Jake Jacobs  8-9pm

• • • WHAT’S HAPPENING TODAY • • •

Call Letters: KRUI  |  Frequency: 89.7MHz
Hours of Operations: 24 Hours a day

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 3

SUBMIT AN EVENT
Want to see your special event appear here?  Email dicalendar@uiowa.edu with details.

• Inside the Organ Loft: “Ives, Variations on ‘America’ ”, noon, 2451 Voxman

• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Christopher Castellani, *Leading Man*,

    7 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

• *How I Learned What I Learned*, 7:30 p.m., Riverside Theater, 213 N. Gilbert

• Latitude Ensemble All-Improv Concert, 7:30 p.m., 2451 Voxman

• Travis Newman and Gabriella Mayer, Percussion, 7:30 p.m., Voxman

    Recital Hall

• *Companion Animals*, 8 p.m., Theater Building Theater B

   Across
 1 Warning about a racket
10 Stu� to collect and crunch
14 Not running small or large, in a clothing store
16 Uplifting works
17 Neil Armstrong or Steven Spielberg, as a teen
18 Possible reply to “Who’s responsible?”
19 Stern competitor, once
20 Play date participant
21 Dummies
23 “Planet Money” producer
24 Does nothing at all for
26 “___ way!” (words of congratulation)
27 Covered some ground quickly?
29 Bill producer, for short
31 Subject of several Spanish statues
34 Darling
36 “I’m back”
39 Upper crust
40 Language blooper
42 Opening round at a game table
43 Payroll service co.
44 Figures by a �oat
47 Writer/illustrator Silverstein
49 Absurd
50 Tokyo-based tech giant
53 Held (o�)
55 Alternative to “?,” in some listings
56 Short-sleeved shirt
57 Pez �avor
58 Windshield clearer
61 Longtime Yankee teammate of Sandman
62 Sexennial event
63 Sandberg at second base
64 Reveler’s cry

   Down
 1 Draft pick
 2 One might stop a marathoner
 3 Predict
 4 Where TV’s Flo waitressed
 5 Patronized 4-Down, say
 6 Not registering with
 7 Arms provider?
 8 Revolting group
 9 Chinese philosopher Meng-___
10 Ring in a co�ee shop
11 Shelter initiative
12 “Just between us” talk
13 Sales caveat
15 Life on Mars?
22 “Watch yourself out there”
24 Group spoiler
25 Parts of lumber mills
27 Northern Europe’s Gulf of ___
28 Org chart topper
30 #24 in 24 All-Star Games
31 Top name in a Social Security Administration
               list every year from 2014 to 2017
32 Start of a newscast
33 Big name in cookware
35 Mint holders
37 Glass on the air
38 Seaweed in a sushi restaurant
41 Rival of L’Oréal
45 Gently touches
46 Passes
48 Get by
50 Lacking face value
51 Word after president or governor
52 1995 U.S. Open winner Pavin
53 Lasting mark
54 Slight, informally
56 Law �rm aide, informally
59 Film picture not shot with a camera
60 Street cred

Edited by Will Shortz No. 0125Crossword

MEN’S
CONTINUED FROM 8

WOMEN’S
CONTINUED FROM 8

SWIMMING
CONTINUED FROM 8

in that position — have a 
12-6 conference record. No. 
19 Wisconsin (11-6 Big Ten 
record) and Iowa (10-7) are 
right in the mix for an extra 
break in Chicago.

For Iowa, it’s simple: win 
out.

It starts with Rutgers on 
Saturday, but that’s easier 
said than done.

Iowa head coach Fran 
McCaffery will not coach 
the Hawkeyes on Satur-
day or on the road against 
Wisconsin on March 7; 
he’s serving a two-game 
suspension issued by the 
Athletics Department fol-
lowing his profanity-laced 
outburst at an official after 

the 20-point loss to Ohio 
State on Tuesday.

“Andrew [Francis] is the 
Rutgers scout, so he’ll tech-
nically be the head coach 
for that game,” McCaffery 
said during Wednesday’s 
press conference. “Kirk 
[Speraw] is the Wisconsin 
scout, so he’ll be the lead 
guy on that one.”

Francis was McCaffery’s 
first hiring as a Hawkeye, 
and prior to joining the 
program, he served as one 
of McCaffery’s assistants at 
Siena from 2007-10.

Speraw has head-coach 
experience at the Division 
1 level, heading Central 
Florida for 17 seasons. He 
played for Lute Olson as 
a Hawkeye in the late-70s 
and later was a grad assis-
tant.

Regardless of who is at 

the helm, the Hawkeyes 
will have their hands full 
containing an aggressive 
Rutgers team. The Scarlet 
Knights rank 37th in the 
country with 346 offensive 
rebounds this season — an 
average of 12.8 offensive 
boards per game.

Offensively, Rutgers 
employs a well-rounded 
scoring attack. Eugene 
Omoruyi and Geo Baker 
each score slightly more 
than 13 points per game. 
Montez Mathis ranks third 
with 9, and Ron Harper Jr. 
and Peter Kiss each average 
roughly 6-7 points per con-
test.

Baker appeared to be a 
hero for the Scarlet Knights 
in the first meeting with 
the Hawkeyes (Feb. 16 in 
Piscataway), draining a 
3-pointer with 3 seconds 

left. Iowa’s Joe Wieskamp 
stole his thunder, however, 
banking in a 3-pointer from 
the corner at the buzzer.

That Hawkeye win was 
the second game in a three-
game stretch in which the 
outcome went down to the 
final possession, but since 
then, things have been up-
and-down for Iowa.

The 76-70 overtime win 
against Indiana seemed 
to be a major momen-
tum-builder, but then Io-
wa dropped its next game 
in blowout fashion to Ohio 
State.

Still, though, the 
Hawkeyes are right in the 
mix for that coveted dou-
ble-bye in the Big Ten Tour-
nament. Beating Rutgers, 
taking down Wisconsin in 
Madison, and winning on 
the road against Nebraska 

would certainly help Iowa’s 
chances of sneaking into 
that position, but it’ll need 
some help from other teams.

Maryland has two games 
left on its schedule, and 
they aren’t easy wins by 
any means, especially con-
sidering how the Terrapins 
lost by 17 to Penn State on 
Wednesday. Maryland will 
host Michigan on March 
3 and then close its regu-
lar season at home against 
Minnesota on March 8.

Sitting 1.5 games ahead 
of the Hawkeyes and hold-
ing the tiebreaker, the Ter-
rapins need to lose both 
games. Wisconsin has 
three games remaining — 
Penn State, Iowa, and Ohio 
State. A Hawkeye loss to the 
Badgers would essentially 
eliminate Iowa from the 
four-spot race.

Much of the careers 
of the three seniors 
have been somewhat 
nontraditional. Of 
course, fans know how 
nontraditional center 
Gustafson’s career has 
been — the senior is 
shattering most of Io-
wa’s record books for 
both men and women. 
But Davis missed al-
most half of her college 
time with ACL issues, 
and Stewart had to 
fight for playing time.

Most of the time Stew-

art experienced in her 
first three years was as 
a player coming off the 
pine.

“Hannah’s worked 
so hard to be a starter 
this year,” Bluder said. 
“She sits in the back-
ground working her 
tail off and not getting 
much playing time 
those first two years. So 
I couldn’t be happier for 
her earning that start-
ing role.”

It will be the first time 
the Hawkeyes have tak-
en on the Wildcats this 
season. Northwestern 
is sixth in the Big Ten 
standings, but it has 
dropped four out of its 

last six games.
The Wildcats’ defense 

— which gives up 59.5 
points per game — has 
been one of the best in 
the conference. It ranks 
third in the Big Ten in 
opposing field-goal per-
centage (37.3). But Iowa 
leads the nation in field-
goal percentage and 
fared pretty well against 
the teams that rank at 
the top of the conference 
in field-goal defense, 
such as Rutgers and 
Maryland.

The Wildcat offense 
is led by sophomore 
guard Lindsey Pulliam, 
who puts up 16.8 points 
per contest. Senior 

forward Pallas Kunai-
yi-Akpanah will take on 
Stewart down low on 
March 3. She averages a 
double-double, with 11.1 
points and 11.4 rebounds.

But at least for one 
day, basketball isn’t the 
focus of a women’s game 
as Iowa bids farewell to 
Davis, Stewart, and Gus-
tafson.

“It’s going to be a great 
environment,” Bluder 
said. “I’m anticipating 
the biggest crowd since C. 
Vivian Stringer was here, 
and rightfully so. Unde-
feated at home and three 
amazing seniors. You 
won’t want to miss the 
ceremony of the game.”

Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Tania Davis shoots a 3 during the Iowa/Purdue women’s basketball game at Carv-
er-Hawkeye on Jan. 27.

Roman Slabach/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Joe Myhre swims the 50 freestyle during the second day of the 2019 Big Ten Men’s Swimming and Diving Championships at 
the Campus Rec on Thursday.

Big Ten Men’s
Basketball Standings

1. Michigan State (23-5, 14-3)

2. Purdue (21-7, 14-3)

3. Michigan (24-4, 14-4)

4. Maryland (21-8, 12-6)

5. Wisconsin (19-9, 11-6)

6. Iowa (21-7, 10-7)

7. Ohio State (18-10, 8-9)

8. Minnesota (17-11,8-10)

9. Rutgers (13-14, 6-11)

10. Illinois (10-18, 6-11)

11. Nebraska (15-13, 5-13)

12. Indiana (14-14, 5-12)

13. Penn State (12-16, 5-12)

14. Northwestern (12-15, 3-14)

free, earning sixth 
and eighth-place in 
program history with 
their personal-record 
times. After compet-
ing in the “B” final, 
Tenney finished 11th 
and Arndt 12th. Fierke 
also squeaked his way 
into the record book 
of the 500 free at No. 
9 with a personal best 
time of 4:21.62.

Diving also enjoyed 
a glimpse of success 
— Hoherz earned the 
lone spot in the “A” fi-
nal for the Hawkeyes 
with a 340.70 in the 
preliminaries. He fin-
ished eighth overall 
on the 1-meter spring-
board with 320.65. 
Brenner would beat 

his preliminarie score, 
earning 10th overall af-
ter a score of 357.45 in 
the consolation finals.

To wrap up Day 2, 
the team of Mende, 
Swanepoel, Tenney, 
and Myhre swam the 
400-medley relay for 
the Hawkeyes. The 
Iowa men came into 
the event ranked No. 
7 (3:14.60). By finish-
ing 3:09.35, the Hawk-
eye men took seventh 
overall, ranking third 
in program history.

“We’re proud of 
how they raced today 
because mostly since 
we’re so young,” Iowa 
head coach Marc Long 
said. “We’re putting 
ourselves into these 
positions, and then 
when we get there, 
they’re continuing to 
race. In swimming, 
people are thinking 

about their clock, and 
the more you can put 
that focus on racing 
and competing to 
take away that clock 
and realize you’re 
against people, the 
better you’re going to 
do and let that nat-
ural athletic ability 
come out.”

After Day 2 of the 
men’s Big Ten Cham-
pionships, the Iowa 
men are sixth, 235 
points.

With the conference 
championships con-
tinuing, the Hawkeye 
men will return for 
Day 3; the preliminar-
ies will be at 11 a.m. 
and the finals will be 
at 6:30 p.m. The events 
will be the 100 fly, 400 
individual medley, 200 
free, 100 breast, 100 
back, 3-meter diving, 
and the 200-free relay.
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Young guns set to lead Iowa against Cowboys 
New faces have impressed people, and the Hawkeyes want more of the same against their first ranked opponent of the season.
BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

Now two weeks into the sea-
son, Iowa baseball is starting to 
see who can really help the team. 
The unknown new faces on the 
team have been making plays to 
help lead the Hawkeyes to a 4-3 
record. 

When Iowa takes on No. 19 
Oklahoma State in a three-game 
series in Stillwater starting to-
day, it will need more of that 
production around the dia-
mond.

Despite being just one game 
above .500, the Hawkeyes have a 
clubhouse that can’t be found in 
every program, thanks to quick-
ly developing relationships.

As together as last year’s 
Hawkeye squad was — it 
picked up numerous series wins 
against some of the best Big Ten 
programs en route to an appear-
ance in the conference tourna-
ment — some think this year’s 
team might be even better in 
terms of chemistry. 

“Everybody kind of gelled 
right away,” senior Chris Whel-
an said at Iowa’s media day. 
“Everybody likes everybody. Ev-

erybody wants to have a good 
time … No one gets sick of each 
other. I’ve been playing baseball 
for five years now at the college 
level, and teams get sick of being 
around each other, but it’s not 
with this team.” 

The skill can be impressive, 
but if Iowa is going to make a 
run in the postseason, second 
baseman Mitchell Boe thinks 
the relationships formed will 
play a role.

“Not only talented but the re-
lationships we have here are in-
credible,” Boe said at the team’s 
media day. “The relationship 
can take us maybe a little more 
than a really talented team.”

While the new faces have 
had success in developing team 
chemistry, the same can be said 
of their on-field performance.

Three of the Hawkeyes’ top 
four producers at the plate this 
season are new. Tanner Padgett 
leads Iowa with a .407 batting 
average, Zeb Adreon ranks third 
at .353, and Austin Martin sits at 
fourth (.333).

On the mound, Iowa has 
found a bright spot in junior-col-
lege transfer Trace Hoffman. In 
the Hawkeyes’ 10-8 win over Ha-

waii on Feb. 23, Hoffman retired 
the first 10 batters he faced over 
3.2 scoreless innings for his first 
career victory. In six innings this 
season, Hoffman has surren-
dered 3 hits and 2 runs, striking 
out 5.

“Trace Hoffman led the 
country in saves at Southeast-
ern Community College — he’s 
here for that very reason,” Iowa 
head coach Rick Heller said at 
the Hawkeyes’ media day. “We 
recruited Trace to come in and 
stabilize the losses in the back 
end of the bullpen.”

The Cowboys are the first 
ranked team on Iowa’s sched-
ule this season. They enter the 
weekend with a 5-2 record, with 
their two losses coming at the 
hands of Texas-Rio Grande Val-
ley and Wright State.

Both teams have the poten-
tial to explode offensively. Iowa 
leads the Big Ten with a .395 
on-base percentage and ranks 
fifth with a .261 batting average. 
Oklahoma State hits .312 and 
has five players batting over 
.400. 

In terms of pitching, Iowa is 
in a different situation from the 
previous two weeks.

Cam Baumann will start in 
place of Jack Dreyer today — 
Dreyer is out with an injury. 
Iowa also needs a bounce-back 
performance from Cole McDon-

ald today, who owns a 0-2 record 
with a 10.57 ERA. Grant Judkins, 
who has been Iowa’s most con-
sistent hurler, is 1-0 with a 0.82 
ERA; he will pitch on Saturday. 

Iowa will kick off the se-
ries in a doubleheader today 
due to inclement weather in 
the forecast, then play the fi-
nale on Saturday.

BY PETE MILLS
peter-mills@uiowa.edu

Iowa softball’s current 
six-game winning streak is 
one of its longest in recent 
memory. The team hopes to 
keep it going this weekend 
in the South Florida Series 
in Clearwater, Florida.

The Hawkeyes will take 
on Western Michigan and 
Binghamton today, Middle 
Tennessee State and South 
Florida on Saturday, and 
Ball State on March 3.

Iowa had some of its 
most productive action of 

the season last weekend — 
it picked up five wins in 
the Citrus Classic and an 
additional exhibition win 
against the Czech National 
Team.

In addition, the 
Hawkeyes made gains in 
their offensive prowess. 
Junior transfer DoniRae 
Mayhew led the team with 
3 doubles and a home run 
and hit .625 during the 
weekend. Her season aver-
age is .385. 

Senior Mallory Kilian has 
also gotten it done for the 
team, taking second on the 

team in batting at .308.
Sophomore Aralee Bogar 

was a powerful force in the 
opening weeks of the sea-
son but had a relatively qui-
et weekend. She knocked 5 
hits in the opening week-
end and hit for .417, but 
the utility player ended last 
weekend with a season bat-
ting average of .205.

On the flip side, ace pitch-
er Allison Doocy has been 
nearly unstoppable this sea-
son, leading the squad with 
a 1.69 ERA. The righty has 
been consistent with 58 in-
nings pitched — the next 

closest player has 15.1.
Doocy picked up three 

wins last weekend, and 
her work against Fordham 
on Feb. 23 helped the team 
take the first of two week-
end shutouts.

“It was a great weekend 
for us,” Iowa head coach 
Renee Gillispie said in a re-
lease. “The girls are playing 
great right now. I am really 
proud of our team and how 
they responded … We did 
the little things well, and 
that’s what helped us this 
weekend.”

The squad will see some 

tougher competition this 
weekend.

Western Michigan start-
ed the season 0-5 but is led 
by Mackenzie Swinehard, 
who is hitting .529. Bing-
hamton is 3-1 so far.

Both Middle Tennessee 
and South Florida have en-
joyed relative success. Mid-
dle Tennessee knows how 
to get its offense going, 
scoring 14 runs in a game 
against Siena on Feb. 23.

Final opponent Ball State 
— which brings an 11-5 re-
cord into the weekend — 
might be the toughest com-

petitor at the South Florida 
Series.

Iowa is a young team (on-
ly two seniors), so most of 
its matchups include more 
veteran-heavy competitors. 
Paired with a first-year 
head coach in Gillispie, 
it makes for interesting 
times.

Long slates of games 
— such as the upcoming 
weekend — test the grit of 
any softball team. It’s still a 
young season for this team, 
but it has a lot of work to do 
before Big Ten competition 
kicks off on March 22.

Hawkeye softball faces challenging slate
Iowa softball faces five teams this weekend in the South Florida Series, hoping to extend its six-game winning streak.

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Iowa baseball head coach Rick Heller questions the home-plate umpire during Iowa’s Big Ten Tournament game 
against Ohio State in Omaha on May 24, 2018.



Fant, Hockenson measure 
up at NFL Combine

Former Iowa tight ends T.J. 
Hockenson and Noah Fant were the 
first Hawkeyes to participate in the 

NFL Combine. But 
before they could 
be measured in 
on-field drills, 
they themselves 
had to be 
measured.

Hockenson 
came in standing 
6-5 and weighing 
251 pounds. His 

arm length was 32.25 inches, and 
his hands were 9.5 inches.

Fant stood at 6-4, weighing 249 
pounds. His arms were 33.5 inches 
longs, and his hands measured at 
9.75 inches.

NFL.com gave Hockenson a 
prospect grade of 6.35, which puts 
him in the “should become instant 
starter” category.

Fant, on the other hand, was 
given a grade 
of 5.86, which 
means “chance 
to become NFL 
starter.”

Defensive 
linemen will be 
measured today, 
meaning Anthony 
Nelson will be 
the next former 

Hawkeye to take part. Amani 
Hooker will then be measured with 
the defensive backs on Saturday.

Fant and Hockenson will 
participate in on-field drills on 
Saturday, and Nelson will work out 
on March 3. Hooker will round out 
the Hawkeyes, finishing on March 4.

BY PETE MILLS
peter-mills@uiowa.edu

It’s been a hectic season for the No. 12 Io-
wa women’s basketball team — it has played 
17-straight Big Ten games without a bye.

The Hawkeyes (22-6, 13-4 Big Ten) final-
ly caught a break this week and only had one 

contest, in which the team took 
down Nebraska on Monday. 
That leaves one game in the reg-
ular season for the Hawkeyes, 
who will face Northwestern 
(16-12, 9-8 Big Ten) at home on 
March 3.

While several players are ex-
cited to get back on the court, 
the same cannot be said for se-

nior forward Hannah Stewart, who knows the 
team’s game against Northwestern could be 
her final one at Carver-Hawkeye.

“I don’t want it to come,” she said. “I don’t 
want it to be here. Megan [Gustafson] and Ta-
nia [Davis] — we have one of the best point 
guards and post players in the country — and 
I’m so blessed to be able to play with them [for 
four years].”

Because it’s the last home game of the sea-
son, the matchup against Northwestern will 
be Senior Day for the Hawkeyes. One of the 
program’s most memorable senior classes in 
its history may take its home court for the final 
time on March 3.

“They’ve made an impact on Iowa City,” 
head coach Lisa Bluder said. “They’ve made 
this community better.”

“Teams get sick of 
being around each 
other, but it’s not 
with this team.

— Iowa baseball’s 
Chris Whelan on 
team chemistry

HAWKEYE UPDATES

STAT OF THE DAY

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

Iowa softball’s six-
game winning streak 
is its longest since 
February 2011.

Ezazul Haque/The Daily Iowan
Andrew Fierke celebrates after setting a Hawkeye mark (ninth) in the 500 freestyle on Thursday. The Big Ten meet is being held at the Campus Rec. 

Sports
DAILYIOWAN.COMFRIDAY, MARCH 1, 2019 THE MOST COMPLETE HAWKEYE SPORTS COVERAGE IN IOWA

6
wins in a row

Fant

Record-setting splash

BY TANNER DESPLANQUE
tanner-desplanque@uiowa.edu

Day 2 of the men’s swimming and diving 
Big Ten Championships has concluded, and 
the Iowa men continued to break school and 
personal records.

Eight Hawkeye athletes qualified for Day 
2’s finals: freshmen Andrew Fierke, Mateusz 
Arndt, and Anz Fers Erezen, sophomore Anton 
Hoherz, juniors Michael Tenney, Will Scott, 
and Joe Myhre, and senior Will Brenner.

Of the qualifiers, Fers Erzen came the clos-
est to bringing down a record, swimming his 
way to second in program history in the pre-

liminaries of the 200 individual medley. In 
the bonus finals he solidified his time with a 
personal record (1:46.92). Redshirt senior Ken-
neth Mende (1:47.42) and sophomore Daniel 
Swanepoel (1:47.80) also swam into the record 
books but in the preliminaries at Nos. 3 and 5, 
respectively.

“The atmosphere the team had was awe-
some, and I really enjoyed it,” Fers Erzen said. 
“It was more of a race against the people, but 
I knew I was going to be pretty close to the 
record. I wasn’t really concerned about it be-
cause I know I still have three more years to 
get it.”

Myhre (19.65) and Scott (19.73) came close 

as well, swimming their way into the record 
books in the prelims of the 50-free with the 
third and seventh-best finishes of all time. 

Myhre finished second in the “B” final earn-
ing 10th place in the 50 free. Scott had to earn 
his way into the “C” final with the time of 19.73 
in a swim-off after he and redshirt freshman 
Aleksey Tarasenko tied in the preliminaries 
at 19.83. That mark was Tarasenko’s personal 
record and takes the No. 9 spot in the record 
books.

Tenney (4:21.20) and Arndt (4:21.31) swam 
to NCAA “B” qualifying standards in the 500 

The Iowa men conclude Day 2 of the Big Ten Swimming and Diving Championships by taking down records.

SEE SWIMMING, 6

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa head coach Fran McCaffery watches during the men’s basketball game against Western Carolina at Carver-Hawk-
eye on Dec. 18, 2018. Assistant coach Kirk Speraw (far left) will coach against Wisconsin, and Andrew Francis (far right) 
will coach against Rutgers due to McCaffery’s two-game suspension.

Double-bye still
alive for men’s hoops

BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Three games remain for the No. 22 Iowa 
basketball team, and with just four games 
separating the top six teams, the race for the 
Big Ten Tournament seeding is at full throt-
tle.

And as Iowa hosts Rutgers on Saturday, the 

Hawkeyes are in a prime position to fight for 
a double-bye in the tournament. The top-four 
seeds in the Big Ten won’t begin tournament 
play until March 15. No. 6 Michigan State, No. 
14 Purdue, No. 9 Michigan, and No. 17 Mary-
land hold those spots — for now.

The Terrapins — the fourth and final unit 

SEE WOMEN’S, 6

Hawkeye 
women 
honor seniors

SEE MENS, 6

Iowa women’s basketball 
will take on Northwestern 
in the final game of the 
regular season.

A double-bye in the Big Ten Tournament is within Iowa’s 
reach — a win against Rutgers would be a step in the right direction.

Stewart

Weekend Sports 
Schedule

Men’s Swimming (Campus 
Rec)
• Today, Big Ten Championships 
— 11 a.m./6:30 p.m.
• Saturday, Big Ten 
Championships — 11 a.m./6:30 
p.m.

Baseball (Stillwater)
• Today vs. Oklahoma State — 1 
p.m./5 p.m.
• Saturday vs. Oklahoma State 
— 2 p.m.

Softball (Clearwater)
• Today vs. Western Michigan — 2 
p.m.
• Today vs. Binghamton — 4:30 
p.m.
• Saturday vs. Middle Tennessee 
State — 11:30 a.m.
• Saturday vs. South Florida — 
4:30 p.m.
• March 3 vs. Ball State — 8 a.m.

Women’s Gymnastics 
(Carver)
• Today vs. Iowa State — 6:30 
p.m.

Women’s Tennis (Manhattan, 
Kansas)
• Saturday vs. Kansas State — 
11:30 a.m.

Soccer (Iowa Soccer 
Complex)
• Saturday vs. Minnesota — 1 p.m.
• Saturday vs. Western Illinois — 
2:30 p.m.

Men’s Basketball (Carver)
• Saturday vs. Rutgers — 4 p.m.

Men’s Gymnastics (Field 
House)
• Saturday vs. Nebraska — 7 p.m.

Men’s Tennis (Lubbock)
• March 3 vs. Texas Tech — 1 p.m.

Women’s Basketball (Carver)
• March 3 vs. Northwestern — 3 
p.m.

Hockenson

Men’s Basketball
4 p.m. Saturday

21-7 (10-7)13-14 (6-11) Carver-Hawkeye
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