
BY BROOKLYN DRAISEY
brooklyn-draisey@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa Community Credit Union 
plans to change its name to GreenState Credit 
Union to comply with a new state law that requires 
the name be switched in around a month.

The proposed name change to the 80-year-old 
credit union, the largest in the state, was an-
nounced in an email to members from the credit 
union President and CEO Jeff Disterhoft. 

A committee comprising staff, members, and a 
volunteer board narrowed the name choices down 
from a pool of thousands of ideas before unani-
mously selecting GreenState Credit Union. The 
volunteer board has submitted an application to 
trademark the name.

Gov. Kim Reynolds signed a bill into law in May 
2018 that bars credit unions from using public 
university names in their titles, giving them until 
April 30 to be in compliance.

“Change is never easy, and we will always re-
member and respect our University of Iowa roots,” 
Disterhoft said in the email. “A new name will not 
change our mission to be the best that we can be 
for our members, our staff, and our communities.”

The name was inspired by a credit union mem-
ber who flew back to Iowa after being away for a 

Iowa’s largest credit union hopes 
to change its name to GreenState 
Credit Union. 

BY JULIA DIGIACOMO
julia-digiacomo@uiowa.edu

A bill providing for additional 
steps to prohibit employers from 

hiring undocumented immigrants 
is gaining momentum in the Iowa 
Legislature, passing a subcommittee 
Feb. 20. 

The measures could mandate that 

all workers hired in Iowa go through 
an additional background check to 
ensure their legal-immigration sta-
tus. Businesses would have to certify 
the legal residency of their employ-

ees with the federal E-Verify pro-
gram or risk losing their licenses. 

E-Verify is an online system main-
Comedy evolves to push 
social change
Iowa City can anticipate an abun-
dance of laughter this weekend at 
the Floodwater Comedy Festival. 
The festival will bring comedians 
from famous professionals to 
aspiring students to Iowa City 
with its slogan “Love. Diversity. 
Laughs.”

80 HOURS, 1B

UI asks to raze two Iowa 
City houses
The state Board of Regents is an-
ticipated to grant the UI’s request 
to raze two houses located across 
from campus. It is believed that 
famous playwright and  UI alum 
Tennessee Williams lived in one of 
the houses the UI wants to raze.

McCaffery handed two-
game suspension
Men’s basketball coach Fran 
McCaffery was given a two-game 
suspension for comments he 
made after the team’s Tuesday 
loss to Ohio State. The suspension 
will keep McCaffery out of the 
Rutgers and Wisconsin games, but 
he is expected to make his return 
for the Nebraska game.

Bluder named Naismith 
finalist
Iowa women’s basketball head 
coach Lisa Bluder was announced 
as a nominee for the Naismith 
Award Women’s Basketball Coach 
of the Year on Wednesday. Bluder 
was one of 15 coaches nominated 
and was the Big Ten’s only coach 
on the list.

Men’s swimming kicks off 
Big Ten Championships
Iowa men’s swimming and diving 
saw its first day of competition in 
the 2019 Big Ten Championships. 
The four-day event is hosted at 
the Campus Wellness & Recreation 
Center.

I N S I D E

Iowa legislation gaining momentum could require the internet-based E-Verify program to be used as 
a tool to bar the employment of undocumented immigrants in Iowa. 

E-Verify bill could alter Iowa employment

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.

IC Autism Community gives 
‘Care Kits’ to area schools

BY KINSEY PHIPPS 
kinsey-phipps@uiowa.edu

Dina Bishara and Jessie Witherell have 
experienced the adage that no one knows 
a child’s needs better than a mother.

Knowing this, the two founded the Iowa 
City Autism Community more than four 
years ago to support children with autism.

There has been an autism support group 
in Iowa City for many years, but it had 

SEE HOSPITAL, 2

Credit union 
to drop UI 
from name

SEE CARE, 2A

Student-backed medical-
amnesty bill advances

The Iowa City Autism Community was revamped from a 
previous support group by two area mothers.

SEE E-VERIFY, 2A
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Legislation to protect people in alcohol-related medical emergencies gets closer to law after 
committee and subcommittee passage in the Iowa Legislature.

The weekend in arts & entertainment Thursday, February 28, 2019

DESIGN BY NAOMI HOFFERBER

80 Hours

SEE COMEDY, 4B

Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar

A well-dressed woman stands behind a po-
dium at the front of the stage, establishing 
a commanding presence over the crowd. Or 
maybe it is a man, casually dressed in a red 
blazer and jeans. The comedian leads with 
a joke: “So, how about that airplane food? 
Amirite guys?” 

Is the audience obliged to laugh because 
the individual on stage has been deemed a 
comedian and put up on a platform? What 
makes something funny, and what does that 
say about society?

Comedy makes up a significant foundation 
of American culture. Whether some jokes are 
funny through agreement or laughed at be-
cause of their sheer absurdity, they can have 
a huge effect on what is perceived as truth 
and common knowledge, on what is morally 
correct or wrong. 

UI Lecturer Megan Gogerty said one theory 
about comedy is that it keeps people in con-
trol by laughing at what is socially unaccept-

able or releasing pent-up rage.
In order to keep from plummeting into 

chaos, Iowa City can anticipate lots of laugh-
ter this weekend at the Floodwater Comedy 
Festival. The festival will bring comedians, 
from famous professionals to aspiring stu-
dents, to Iowa City with its slogan “Love. Di-
versity. Laughs.”

For UI student Brigid Martin, Floodwater 
will provide her the opportunity to own the 
stage early in her standup career. She has on-
ly been doing comedy since taking Gogerty’s 
class last semester, but she has already taken 
a spot on Floodwater’s lineup. As an English 
and creative-writing major, she enjoys com-
bining the writing aspect of standup with 
her interest in theater. 

“I think writing is different for everyone. 
Personally, I mostly have ideas and then 
write them down on my phone, and then 
forget about them for a while until I scroll 
through the notes on my phone and I’m like, 

‘Oh yeah, this was a thing,’ ” she said. “It’s 
mostly thinking about it and going over the 
ideas in your mind a lot. I like to do them in 
the shower. It’s a community bathroom, so 
people come in and hear someone talking 
to themselves in the shower, which is wild, 
but whatever. It’s a good place to rehearse, 
I guess.”

Martin will be featured in Last Comic 
Standing, which will take place this evening 
featuring eight comedians and also the stu-
dent showcase.

“[Standup] is mostly going over ideas over 
and over again and making them as clear 
and concise as possible so that the audi-
ence is able to understand them,” Martin 
said. “I love that it’s a different type of art 
form. There are playwriting, and speech, and 
things, but it’s something different to get to 
write your own material and then perform it 
as well. It’s a more intimate experience with 
the audience, I think.” 

BY ADRIAN ENZASTIGA   | adrian-enzastiga@uiowa.edu

Iowa City Floods with 
laughter

Floodwater Comedy Festival this weekend provides a stage 

for beginner and advanced comedians alike. But what makes 

comedy funny? 

Grace Colton/The Daily Iowan
Dina Bishara, a cofounder of the Iowa City Autism Community, displays the contents of a Calm Kit on Tuesday at 
the Bread Garden Market. She plans to donate Calm Kits to local schools to help students with autism.

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
An ambulance sits on Market Street in front of the Bluebird Diner on Dec. 1, 2016.

BY EMILY WANGEN
emily-wangen@uiowa.edu

Students and state legislators are moving to 
protect people experiencing an alcohol-related 
medical emergency from prosecution with bills 
in both chambers of the state Legislature.

Such legislation would grant individuals re-
questing emergency services and victims in 
need of the services in situations such as under-
age alcohol consumption, public intoxication, 
and open container, amnesty from criminal 
prosecution. It generally stipulates both parties 

cooperate with law enforcement and emergen-
cy personnel.

House Study Bill 175, proposed by House Pub-
lic Safety Committee Chair Rep. Jarad Klein, 
R-Keota, and Senate File 342, proposed by the 
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long time, Disterhoft said 
in the email. 

“From the rolling valleys 
of farm ground to the trees 
that speckle our landscape, 
Iowa appeared to them as 
a warm welcoming ‘quilt,’” 
he said. “So in order to pay 

tribute to our birthplace, 
we chose GreenState, and 
have since developed a 
logo representing the di-
verse and vibrant colors of 
Iowa.”

Disterhoft noted in 
the email the change will 
not alter account num-
bers, and materials with 
the credit union logo will 
continue to work. Staff, 

branches, routing number, 
and contact numbers will 
also remain the same. 

In June 2018, the state 
Board of Regents also 
weighed in on a poten-
tial name change after the 
state law passed, approv-
ing changes to its policy on 
trademark use. The policy 
prohibits entities unaffil-
iated with the regent in-

stitutions from using the 
institutions’ names, also 
affecting the credit union 
that uses the University of 
Northern Iowa name.

The credit union expects 
to hear from the U.S. Pat-
ent and Trademark offices 
by the end of March, and it 
will begin the transition to 
the new name after receiv-
ing final confirmation. 

become less active, Bisha-
ra said. She and Witherell 
wanted to revamp the group 
to better serve those affect-
ed by autism in the area, 
and thus, the Autism Com-
munity was born. 

Today, the group works 
on providing Care Kits and 
weighted lap blankets for 
autistic children in local el-
ementary schools, Bishara 
said.

“We do a lot of advocacy 
in the community for neu-
rodivergent students and 
individuals,” Bishara said. 
“One of the missions of the 
Iowa City Autism Commu-
nity is to create a more in-
clusive and accepting com-
munity, including in our 
schools.”

Eight area elementary 
schools receiving the largest 

number of free and reduced 
lunches will get Care Kits 
for their autistic students. 
Those schools are Twain, 
Alexander, Horn, Hoover, 
Kirkwood, Hills, Wood, and 
Lucas, Bishara said. The Io-
wa City Autism Community 
wanted to serve the schools 
with the least number of re-
sources. 

Each kit is complete 
with various items target-
ing sensory areas. There 
are tactile toys, mindful-
ness cards, visual sensory 
devices, noise-dampening 
headphones, and breathing 
exercise and mood identifi-
cation papers, Bishara said. 
The kits cost $60 each to 
assemble, so resources are 
limited, she said.

“It’s important to note 
that when we are giving 
these to schools, we are not 
proposing they are a Band-
Aid solution to any larger 
issue going on,” Witherell 
said. “This is one tool in the 

toolbox that we are trying to 
give educators.”

There will be a volunteer 
event this weekend at the 
Coralville Public Library 
to sew weighted lap blan-
kets and assemble the Care 
Kits. The Autism Commu-
nity’s goal is to sew as ma-
ny weighted lap blankets 
as possible to distribute to 
more schools in need, Bis-
hara said.

“I think it is wonderful 
that the Iowa City Autism 
Community is able and will-
ing to fund these items for 
our students. Students will 
benefit greatly from having 
these items available,” Li-
sa Glenn, Iowa City School 
District special-education 
director, said in an email to 
The Daily Iowan.  “This is just 
one example of the outstand-
ing parent and community 
involvement and support we 
regularly experience.”

The Autism Community 
is entirely volunteer-oper-

ated. There is no full-time 
staff or fundraising chair; 
it’s just a group of people 
who are passionate about 
accessibility, inclusion, and 
opportunity for autism-af-
fected individuals, Bishara 
said. 

As more fundraising and 
resources become available, 
the Autism Community 
would like to provide Care 
Kits to all schools in the 
school district, and the Au-
tism Fun Walk is one of the 
largest fundraising events 
for the organization com-
ing up on April 20. The walk 
raises money for the Autism 
Community, the UIHC Au-
tism Center, and Autism So-
ciety of Iowa. 

“We are mostly about 
promoting acceptance and 
inclusion. We are not work-
ing towards getting a cure 
or promoting medical re-
search, we just want to cre-
ate a place that’s very posi-
tive,” Witherell said. 

Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee, are companion bills 
that would create limited 
immunity from certain al-
cohol-related criminal of-
fenses. Klein was unavail-
able for comment by the 
time of publication.

The House bill was passed 
by a three-person public 
safety subcommittee on 
Monday, and the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee passed its 
bill Feb. 21 with one senator 
absent. The Senate file is el-
igible for debate on the floor.

Student governments 
at the three state Board of 
Regents universities — the 
University of Iowa, Iowa 
State University, and the 
University of Northern Io-

wa — have all pushed for 
medical amnesty in the Leg-
islature since at least the 
2016-17 academic year.

UI Student Government 
Governmental-Relations 
Director Connor Wooff 
said he is pleased to see that 
the bills this year are mov-
ing through the Legislature 
faster than expected, not-
ing that bipartisan support 
has helped.

“We have two majority 
party legislators that are 
committee chairs running 
the bills,” Wooff said. “It 
helps us feel a little bit bet-
ter about the progress and 
the future of the bills.”

The state Senate passed 
last year’s medical-amnes-
ty legislation, but the bill 
was not put to a vote in the 
House. 

UISG Sen. Jocelyn Roof, 
the Governmental Relations 

Committee chair, said UISG 
has worked with lawmakers 
and student governments 
at ISU and UNI in previous 
years. Organization members 
have written drafts of bills 
that legislators have eventual-
ly sponsored, she said.

“A lot of members of our 
organization have really 
tried to get some fire under 
it and get it moving in both 
chambers,” Roof said.

She said she believes 
medical-amnesty laws 
would help student safe-
ty by eliminating any fear 
of legal repercussions for 
students seeking help for 
themselves or others.

Regent spokesman Josh 
Lehman said the regents 
support the student govern-
ments at Iowa universities.

“This is something that 
has been backed by students 
at our public universities in 

the past and we continue to 
support their efforts,” Leh-
man said in an email to The 
Daily Iowan.

Both bills would also di-
rect the regent universities 
to not impose sanctions 
such as removal from a 
course, enrollment restric-
tions, suspension or expul-
sion from the university, or 
eviction or exclusion from 
university housing if the 
student is protected un-
der the new section the bill 
adds.

The UI’s Responsible Ac-
tion Protocol protects stu-
dents in, most cases, from 
being subject to status sanc-
tions such as disciplinary 
probation or suspension 
under the Code of Student 
Life when seeking emer-
gency assistance for them-
selves or another student 
experiencing an alcohol or 

drug-related emergency. 
However, the protocol only 
applies to the UI Code of 
Student Life and the Uni-
versity Housing and Dining 
Guidebook, and does not 
apply to legal actions from 
law enforcement.

Iowa City police Sgt. Der-
ek Frank, the public-infor-
mation officer, said he does 
not want students to let fear 
of possible citations get in 
the way of making a call for 
emergency services, which 
could jeopardize the health 
of themselves or others.

He said officers generally 
do not give out citations in 
that situation.

“We see the priority 

here,” Frank said. “We’ve 
all been college students 
and that age in the past. We 
understand what it’s like 
to grow up and make deci-
sions like that — we’re hu-
mans, too.”

Wooff said even though 
police officers may give 
out citations on a case-by-
case basis, students facing 
a medical emergency may 
still fear repercussions.

“In that process, they’re 
afraid of getting in trouble 
when they have a medical 
emergency, whether it’s a 
friend or a stranger,” Wooff 
said. “We think it’s some-
thing that Iowa should have 
at this point.” 

tained by the Department of 
Homeland Security and U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services to curb people 
from working without legal 
residency. Employers submit 
Form I-9 information while 
hiring, and the website fact-
checks the data with records 
from the Homeland Security 
and Social Security databases.

Under federal law, utiliz-
ing E-Verify while hiring is 
optional. However, 22 states 
have enacted legislation re-
quiring employers to use 
E-Verify, according to the 
Migration Policy Institute. 

The debate surrounding 
the employment of immi-

grants in Iowa has come un-
der a spotlight after Cristhi-
an Bahena Rivera, the man 
charged in the slaying of UI 
student Mollie Tibbetts, was 
revealed to be an undocu-
mented immigrant. His work-
place, Yarrabee Farms, did 
not confirm his legal working 
status through the voluntary 
E-Verify system. The farm 
owners said in August 2018 
they believed they were us-
ing E-Verify, but they were 
instead using an older system 
run by Social Security.

Sen. Michael Breitbach, 
R-Strawberry Point, a co-
sponsor of the bill, said he 
uses a similar system when 
hiring semi drivers. He said 
he thinks using E-Verify will 
help businesses better com-
ply with federal law despite 
concerns that businesses will 

face competition from states 
with looser restrictions on 
undocumented immigrants, 
who are often hired for lower 
wages. 

“I don’t want to put some 
of our employers at a disad-
vantage to some of the states 
that aren’t using this, but I 
think we need to make sure 
that employers are employ-
ing people that can legally 
be here, which protects them 
from future damages and 
lawsuits from hiring [undoc-
umented immigrants],” he 
said. 

Critics of E-Verify com-
monly say the system is un-
reliable. The Iowa American 
Civil Liberties Union sub-
mitted a lobbyist declara-
tion against the bill on the 
grounds that the system re-
sults in too many errors and 

poses a threat to workers’ 
privacy.

Veronica Fowler, the Io-
wa ACLU communications 
director, said the database 
incorrectly flags 1 percent 
of people as having undocu-
mented immigration status. 

“That might seem tiny,” 
she said. “But there are more 
than 800,000 workers who 
are hired each year in Iowa. 
So that means 8,000 people 
each year would be incorrect-
ly identified as not being au-
thorized to work.”

Fowler said E-Verify also 
doesn’t do a good job at what 
it’s intended to accomplish. 
According to the Govern-
ment Accountability Office, 
only 46 percent of undocu-
mented immigrants are cor-
rectly identified, she said. 

“About half of undocu-

mented workers will make it 
through the system because 
E-Verify often can’t catch fal-
sified information,“ Fowler 
said. “No matter what your 
position is on immigration or 
undocumented immigrants 
in particular, E-Verify is a 
poor option.”

There is a movement fed-
erally to mandate E-Verify 
as well. Sen. Chuck Grass-
ley, R-Iowa, reintroduced 
the Accountability Through 
Electronic Verification Act 
on Tuesday, which would re-
quire all states to adopt the 
system. 

Sen. Julian Garrett, R-In-
dianola, who cosponsored 
the Iowa bill, said he thinks 
mandating E-Verify an im-
portant next step because it 
would level the playing field 
for law-abiding businesses.

“It’s just not fair to Iowans 
who are honest people in 
business,” he said. “They have 
to compete with employers 
who are hiring people who 
are in the country illegally be-
cause they can hire at cheap 
wage rates. They have a com-
petitive advantage over the 
people that are obeying the 
law.”
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IOWA CITY’S LARGEST
INDOOR GARAGE SALE

Saturday, March 9  7:30am-1pm
$1 admission/$5 early birds

Sharpless Auctions
I-80 @ exit 249, Iowa City

BOTH ROOMS FULL!
sharplessauctions.com

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Jenny Stuart poses for a portrait at M.C. Ginsberg — Objects of Art on Wednesday. She holds a 25.81 carat cushion cut rubellite and diamond 
necklace, set in platinum, from the Edwardian Era in 1901. To show wealth in the early 1900s, people asked for the stone to be set on a small 
gold frame that could only be seen from the back. “There weren’t any machines back then, so all of the necklaces were handmade,” Stuart 
said. “That means every necklace is one of a kind.” 
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BY ALEXANDRA SKORES 
alexandra-skores@uiowa.edu

From the moment students 
step on campus as undergrad-
uates, resources, advising, 
and other programs are avail-
able for them, whether they 
arrive as an open major or in 
a specific field of study. For 
graduate students, however, 
that is not always the case.

The University of Iowa 
provides students with many 
tools for first-year undergrad-
uate students to succeed, said 
Lisa Ingram, an assistant pro-
vost and the director of the 
Academic Advising Center. 

“Depending on what col-
lege you are admitted to, the 
UI immediately places you 
into a program with a desig-
nated adviser,” Ingram said. 
“All our advisers work with 
open majors as well, and we 

specialize from there.”
She said many students 

change their majors as they 
continue in their undergrad-
uate years and adapt to the 
change in environment. She 
estimated that approximately 
50 percent of undergraduates 
change their majors in some 
way upon arrival at the UI and 
have the advisers to help them 
through any shifts they would 
like to make.

“We are the first tier for ad-
vising at the UI,” Ingram said. 
“After us, undergraduates 
move on to second-tier advis-
ing with their departments. 
This allows advisers to give 
students the tools for aca-
demic planning and help find 
their fit on the UI campus.”

The UI’s advising follows a 
mandatory advising model, 
she said, in which students 
are required to see their ad-

visers during their first year 
at the university.

However, these hands-on 
advisers and additional re-
sources are not always avail-
able to graduate students, 
said Jennifer Teitle, an as-
sistant dean in the Graduate 
College. She described the 
advising graduate students 
receive as far less central.

“You don’t have academic 
staff or department staff,” Te-
itle said. “You may work with 
a few faculty members in a 
master’s program. A Ph.D. 
program is five to six years 
with faculty members. Tra-
ditionally, people training to 
get their Ph.D. are trying to 
be college professors. So these 
candidates would spend all of 
their time working with that 
one adviser. However, in re-
cent years there is very few 
academic positions.”

Because the positions in the 
institutions are often limited, 
the students transfer outside 
of academia into a nonprof-
it, working in a company, or 
start their own business, she 
said. 

“The problem is their facul-
ty don’t necessary have expe-
rience doing that,” Teitle said. 
“Faculty often went the more 
traditional route and just be-
came professors.”

At the Graduate College, 
Teitle said, the staff have de-
veloped a grad success center 
with career advising for non-
academic careers and aca-
demic careers. 

“These services have built 
up over the last five years,” Te-
itle said. “They are put in place 
to help graduate-student de-
velopment so they can get the 
jobs that they want.”

UI graduate student Brady 

Krien said different depart-
ments and advisers approach 
the issue in many ways. 

“Historically, graduate ed-
ucation hasn’t gotten a lot of 
support for diverse careers,” 
Krien said. “I think there is 
a lot of effort on campus to 
provide graduate students 
moral support. The Graduate 
College is focused on career 

success, and departments are 
making strides to do some of 
the mentoring and move to-
ward diverse career options.”
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THURSDAY’S SCHEDULE
DITV Crossover  8:45-9am

MERGE: Homeland to Heartland  12-1pm

Four Star Show  2-3pm

DJ Training  3:30-4:30pm

A Moment with Diviin  5-6pm

The 606  6-7pm

Stereocilia  9-11pm

Take Five! 11pm-12am

• • • WHAT’S HAPPENING TODAY • • •
Call Letters: KRUI  |  Frequency: 89.7MHz

Hours of Operations: 24 Hours a day

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 3

SUBMIT AN EVENT
Want to see your special event appear here?  Email dicalendar@uiowa.edu with details.

• Andrew Parker Guest Artist Oboe Masterclass, noon, 3409 Voxman

• Black History Month Slam Poetry, 6 p.m., 181 IMU

• *How I Learned What I Learned*, 7:30 p.m., Riverside Theater,

   213 N. Gilbert

• Liz Pearse, soprano, and Stacey Barelos, piano, 7:30 p.m., Voxman

   Recital Hall

• *Companion Animals*, 8 p.m., Theater Building Theater B

• I’m With Her (Sara Watkins, Sarah Jarosz, & Aoife O’Donovan), 8 p.m.,

   Englert, 221 Washington

Edited by Will Shortz No. 0124Crossword

  Across
 1 First U.S. color TVs
 5 Shooter’s need
 8 Believers in oneness
14 “Spamalot” lyricist
16 Post-�ood locale
17 One stuck abroad?
18 Frame of reference
19 Professor to Harry Potter
20 Follower of “My country”
22 Raiding grp.
23 It can make an impression in correspondence
26 Risk-free
29 Lacking a mate
32 Fit for a queen
34 Key
37 British record label
41 “I’m out”
44 Unlikely source of a Top 40 song
45 Popular Greek dish
46 Surrounds
49 On the blue side, for short
50 Ottoman
53 ___ beetle
56 Clay, after conversion
57 Call to reserve?
59 Calrissian of “Star Wars”
63 Tra�c enforcement device
66 Adoring looks seen 10 times in this puzzle’s grid
69 Curfew, maybe
70 Lickety-split
71 Revenue-raising measure
72 “Neato!”
73 Branch of Islam

  Down
 1 Guns
 2 Sing sentimentally
 3 Work whose title character is buried alive
 4 Equipment in an ice cream shop
 5 Rabblement
 6 In a bad way
 7 Annual spring occurrence
 8 Instrument that opens Stravinsky’s “The Rite of Spring”
 9 Homer’s path
10 “I bet!”
11 To the stern
12 “Same here!”
13 Several lines of music?
15 “Bonne ___!”
21 “___ ever …”
24 Playfully roguish
25 Where photosynthesis occurs
27 ___-slipper (�ower)
28 Commoners
29 Eight: Pre�x
30 Wilt
31 Superserious
33 Grabs (onto)
35 Ones pumped up for a race?
36 “That’s beyond me”
38 Dressed
39 Sam of R&B
40 Not know from ___ (be clueless about)
42 Some deer
43 Closet-y smell
47 Freon, for one
48 Sierra Nevada product
50 Side
51 “C’est magni�que!”
52 Competitor of Citizen
54 Stando�sh
55 Iona College athletes
58 Cry after a hectic week
60 When doubled, a taunt
61 South Asian living abroad
62 Org. for some inspectors
64 ___ Air, carrier to Taiwan
65 Supporting letter, informally
67 A Chaplin
68 Gossip

Regents to discuss razing two Iowa City houses 
The University of Iowa has asked the regents for approval to raze two houses located across the street from the Pappajohn Building; 
the regents have said they would most likely approve the move.
BY KELSEY HARRELL
kelsey-harrell@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa is re-
questing permission to raze Io-
wa City houses — one of which 
is believed to have been home to 
famous UI alum and American 
playwright — to turn the loca-
tions into green space.

The regents listened to the 
UI’s request to demolish two 
buildings on North Clinton 
Street and convert them to 
green space in accordance to the 
university’s master plan at the 
regents’ Wednesday meeting. 
The regents will decide today. 

The houses are located at 120 
and 124/126 N. Clinton St. The 
UI previously razed the house 
located next to the two prop-
erties, 128 N. Clinton St. That 
site was also returned to green 
space, according to regents’ 
documents.

“Obtaining this land is part 
of the university master plan as 
the property is directly across 
from the university and the 
[Pappajohn Business Build-
ing],” UI spokeswoman Jeneane 
Beck said in an email to The Dai-
ly Iowan. 

  The UI doesn’t have plans 
to put another building on the 
site, Beck said. The sites will re-

main green space until a future 
use for the land is determined. 

 Both buildings date back to 
the 1900s and have been used 
as rental residences. Currently, 
both buildings need mainte-
nance and don’t meet the city 
of Iowa City’s building code, ac-
cording to the documents. 

“[The buildings] have been 
modified and undermined, 
both in structure and architec-
ture, for decades, and in fact, in 
some of the emptying of these 
by former owners, one of them 
doesn’t even have an existing 
staircase to go to the second 
floor,” UI Senior Vice President 
for Finance and Operations Rod 
Lehnertz said in the meeting. 

Because the sites sit directly 
across from campus, they can 
be used in long-term planning 
options and protect the prop-
erties from being used for other 
developments, Lehnertz said. 
The UI purchased the buildings 
specifically for demolition, and 
the space would be available for 
future development plans, he 
said. 

According to regents’ docu-
ments, neither of the buildings 
are historically significant or 
protected under local or fed-
eral standards. The university 
has always intended to raze the 

buildings, the documents said. 
The buildings are not local 

landmarks and, therefore, are 
not regulated by the city. They 
are also not located in a local 
historic or conservation dis-
trict, Iowa City historic preser-
vation planner Jessica Bristow 
said in an email to the DI. 

It is believed that UI alum and 

Pulitzer-Prize winner Tennes-
see Williams, well-known for 
writing A Streetcar Named Desire, 
among several other plays, lived 
in 124/126 N. Clinton St. when it 
was a boarding house, Bristow 
said. The house is on the Iowa 
City Literary Walk because of 
Williams’ famous plays. 

The same house at one point 

had 15 rooming units, a form of 
affordable housing that is nor-
mally only available when an 
older building has had units like 
this for decades, Bristow said. 

“We would like to preserve 
and maintain viability in im-
portant historic structures 
and in many neighborhoods,” 
she said. “Affordable housing 

and walkable neighborhoods 
are found in many of Iowa 
City’s historic districts. The 
community works to preserve 
its history to maintain those 
aspects but also because a 
community’s history is what 
makes it unique and memo-
rable and will usually draw in 
new residents and visitors.” 

Megan Conroy/The Daily Iowan
The houses at 120 and 124/126 N. Clinton St. are seen on Wednesday.

Grad students enjoy little to no academic advising
Upon arriving as undergraduates, students are granted many resources to tailor their majors or plans of study. However, as a 
graduate student, many must navigate what can sometimes be a more challenging plan of study independently.



The Iowa caucuses are less 
than a year away. 

Yikes. 
That’s the word that comes 

to mind when I think of the 
craziness bound to ensue once 
we know who’s squaring-up 
against far-right President 
Donald Trump.

As the Democratic roster 
becomes fuller, I can’t help but 
wonder one thing about each 
prospective president: What 
would a live debate between this 
candidate and Trump look like? 

Now, I’m not going to write 
about which Democrat(s) has 
my full support (yet), BUT I am 
going to discuss who I think 
would engender the most heat-
ed debate, and better yet, why 
the idea of this heated debate 
concerns me. 

A heated debate against 
Trump … who comes to mind? 

Ah, yes, none other than “in-
dependent” Vermont Sen. Ber-
nie Sanders. 

There’s no doubt Sanders 
is passionate about his far-left 
beliefs: universal health care for 
all, free four-year college tui-
tion, unapologetically strict gun 
reform, just to name a few. 

But it’s not just his radi-
cal ideas that set him apart 
from the rest —it’s the way he 
speaks to invoke emotion in 
his listeners.

And interestingly enough, 
this method of speech is some-
thing he and Trump have in 
common. 

All right now … before my 
fellow left-leaners bombard 
me with angry comments, let 
me assure you: Should he hold 
the nomination, Sanders will 
have my undivided support. 
And I am in no way suggesting 
Sanders and Trump deliver the 
same quality or content when it 
comes to public speaking. What 
I am saying is this — one word 
connects the two: populism. 

A populist, by Merriam Web-
ster’s definition, is a member of 
a political party claiming to rep-
resent the common people.

Trump gained support 
by claiming he’d “drain the 
swamp” and rid Washington of 
its corruption.

Sanders gained support 
by calling out big busi-
ness and its threats to the 
common worker — he, like 

Trump, called out career 
politicians and corruption 
in Washington.

Though a self-proclaimed in-
dependent, Sanders is running 
on the Democratic ticket. As 
I’ve said before, I think Demo-
crats need to be open-minded 
when it comes democratic-so-
cialist ideas such as his — de-
nying them may further divide 
the left. 

My concern, however, has 
nothing to do with Sanders’ 
merit or credibility.

My concern goes back to 
the 2016 election, when cen-
ter-left Democratic candi-
date Hillary Clinton, who, on 
paper, was one of the most 
qualified candidates to ever 
run for the Oval Office, lost to 
someone with practically no 
political experience. 

Trump basically won the 
White House because of his 
populist rhetoric, and I’m afraid 
that every candidate will have to 
tailor her or his campaign agen-
da to populist ideas. 

Listen, radical ideas can be great, 
depending on what said ideas are, 
and desperate times can call for 
desperate measures. But they’re 
not the only good ideas out there. 

I got some grief from fellow 
liberals after I cast my 2016 vote 
for Clinton — not even because 
of the “controversy” people so 
commonly put on her name but 
because she wasn’t “exciting.” 

I kept hearing she was just the 
boring, establishment candidate. 

Inspiring and igniting the 
fire of democracy in voters, es-
pecially young voters, is great. 

Though I reject the notion 
that a candidate has to be excit-
ing to outstandingly serve the 
American people.

But who knows, maybe the 
idea of a “boring” politician will 
one day be a radical idea, too. 
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Populism: What is it good for?
Some think the Democratic candidate needs to match Trump’s radical rhetoric, but do they?
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Students share their
frustrating experiences 
with difficult advisers

‘I’m afraid that every candidate will have to tailor 
her or his campaign agenda to populist ideas.’

“It’s frustrating that I have 
multiple advisers because 
I don’t really know who to 
go to if I have questions in 
general or concerns. I have 
an adviser for my major, my 
certificate, and for Honors.”

ELIZABETH STARR
UI sophomore

“I honestly feel like they [the 
advisers] have too many stu-
dents to keep track of. There 
have been times where I went 
to see my adviser, and she as-
sembled my schedule based 
on ‘most students enjoyed 
this class’ without letting 
me get a word in. I realize 
that they have a lot of stu-
dents they see, and it must 
be stressful and difficult. But 
considering they are help-
ing me lay the foundation 
for my future, I’d appreci-
ate more personalization.”

MAYO AKINBO
UI junior

“Advisers don’t do anything 
but approve you for your 
class schedule, and some-
times, they even mess that 
up. Mine personally always 
forgets who I am and never 
looks at my info before meet-
ing with me … You have to 
create your schedule, regis-
ter, and manage your waiting 
lists all on your own … Really, 
I don’t understand the point 
of an adviser since I have to 
do everything on my own.”

RAE STERLING
UI sophomore 

“[My adviser] didn’t tell me 
that the classes they suggest-
ed for me were labeled as up-
per-sophomore classes — the 
only people taking them were 
upper-level juniors and seniors 
because of how hard it was.”

KELSEY VANDENBERG
UI sophomore

Four UI students speak out about the issues 
they have faced with their academic advisers.

Compiled by Nichole Shaw

COLUMN

Democratic candidates swarm Iowa, but
will their buzz last with national campaigns?
Many presidential-campaign tours have been atrractive to Iowans early on, but they need to have consistent messaging throughout their runs.

A flood of 2020 presi-
dential candidates have 
swarmed into Iowa this past 
month. By traveling to cit-
ies all across the state, the 
potential Democratic nom-
inees aim to target local 
voters and attract national 
attention.

Sens. Cory Booker, 
D-N.J., Kamala Harris, 
D-Calif., and Elizabeth 
Warren, D-Mass., are a 
few of the candidates who 
have attracted my attention 
when they announced their 
campaigns early on and im-
mediately made their way to 
eastern Iowa. 

Each of the candidates’ 
visits to Iowa have laid the 
foundations of the cam-
paign by establishing values 

and promises that they will 
have to maintain through-
out the race.  As these can-
didates create a narrative 
for themselves, it’s import-
ant to evaluate the authen-
ticity of the messages they 
portray.  

Coverage of their visits 
to the Hawkeye State has 
shown energetic crowds, 
but their visits have not 
been distinguishable from 
each other.  

When national politicians 
come to Iowa, a lot of the 
talk tends to drift toward 
aiding the middle class 
with economic reform in an 
effort to relate to the aver-
age, working Iowan. Some 
even track their roots back 
to Iowa, as Booker did in 
Cedar Rapids last weekend. 
Warren went a step further 
and related her goals on 
economic policy to her mid-
dle-class upbringing and 
her family’s struggle with 
minimum-wage earnings. 
These efforts make certain 
candidates seem more per-
sonable and attractive, but 
ultimately, voters need to 
find which policy areas are 

most important to the can-
didates in order to weed out 
the politicians who lack pol-
icy-driven campaigns.  

It is possible for early 
campaign initiatives to be 
sincere, but the question 
is whether the politicians 
will stick to their word 
and have consistent ideas 
throughout their cam-
paigns. Are the candidates 
tailoring their speeches to 
make their ideas attractive 
to Iowans? The candidates 
who can define their goals 
early on and establish a 
few policy areas that will 
be focused on all the way 
through their campaign — 
and that are relatable to all 
states — are the competi-
tors who will likely get the 
furthest.  

All being Democratic can-
didates as well as current 
U.S. senators, they offer 
some similar policies. These 
candidates are all on board 
with initiatives such as the 
Green New Deal and health-
care reform, and they agree 
on such subjects as wealth 
inequality and the Trump 
administration.  

Booker, Harris, and War-
ren have many similarities, 
so they have to create cam-
paigns that will set them 
apart, which we haven’t seen 
much of in Iowa.

Many attendees at the 
candidates’ stops in Iowa 
have noted the energy and 

passion that these politi-
cians have brought to the 
state over the past month. 
Booker, Harris, and War-
ren have excelled in their 
efforts to fire up crowds 
and spark connections with 
Iowa voters. On their up-
coming visits to Iowa, the 

candidates need to pin-
point their policy proposals 
and distinguish themselves 
from each other — and from 
many other Democratic 
candidates — so that more 
voters can get on board with 
their ideas and rally others 
to support their campaigns.

DANIELLE McCOMAS
danielle-mccomas@uiowa.edu

Mark Boster/Los Angeles Times/TNS
Bernie Sanders was elected to the Senate in 2006 and won re-election in 2012 and 2018, running as an independent candidate.

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Sen. Kamala Harris, D-Calif., speaks at CSPS Hall in Cedar Rapids on Sunday.

MADELEINE NEAL
madeleine-neal@uiowa.edu



SPORTS 5A    THE DAILY IOWAN   |  DAILYIOWAN.COM  |  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2019

Numbers behind baseball’s Hawaii series
Iowa’s series against Hawaii was a close one — only 3 runs separated the two teams over their four games.

BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Iowa baseball ended up 
splitting its previous weekend 
series against Hawaii thanks to 
strong wins in Games 2 and 3.

After the first contest (Ha-
waii 7-1 win), the final three 
games were decided by 2 runs 
or fewer. All in all, Hawaii out-
scored Iowa, 27-24, in a week-
end of entertaining baseball.

Iowa managed just 4 hits in 
the first game

Coming off a game against 
Marshall on Feb. 17 that fea-
tured 10 runs and 11 Hawkeye 
hits, Iowa wanted to the mo-
mentum into the series open-
er in Honolulu. Instead, the 
Hawkeye bats fell flat. Iowa had 
six players with at least three 
at-bats and combined, they fin-
ished 3-for-20 and struck out 
six times.

Meanwhile, Hawaii gave Io-
wa 17 free bases, but the offense 
just could not come through.

“Usually when that happens 
you’re looking at a win, but we 
could not get a hit, and we’d 
punch out with runners at third 
base and fewer than two outs,” 

head coach Rick Heller said in a 
release. “We couldn’t get it going.”

The Hawkeyes more than 
tripled their hit count from the 
first game to the second. Iowa’s 
offense never regressed to its 
1-run state for the rest of the 
series.

Austin Martin and Zeb Adre-
on looked sharp in the second 
game. Each finished 3-for-4 
with an RBI.

In total, five Hawkeyes had 
at least 2 hits: Martin, Adreon, 
Izaya Fullard (2-for-5), Tanner 
Wetrich (2-for-5), and Justin 
Jenkins (2-for-4). Fourteen hits 
in 39 at-bats isn’t too shabby.

Trace Hoffman came in for 
relief and looked great in 
the second game

During Iowa’s media day 
before the season’s start, Heller 
said he recruited Hoffman for 
a reason: to stabilize the losses 
in the back end of the bullpen. 
In the second game against Ha-
waii, he did just that.

Jack Dreyer and Duncan 
Davit combined to give up 7 
runs on 6 hits in 2.1 innings. 
Heller inserted Hoffman, 
who notched the win, and the 
Hawkeyes settled down imme-

diately.
Hoffman, who led the coun-

try with 13 saves during his 
sophomore season at South-
eastern Community College, 
only allowed 1 hit in his 3.2 in-
nings — a big boost against a 
Rainbow Warrior team that 
appeared to be primed for a 
red-hot outing after jumping 
ahead, 7-3, in three innings.

Wetrich’s first grand slam 
turned out to be a big one

Down 2-0 in the third game, 
Iowa’s offense needed a spark. 
Wetrich delivered, hitting the 
first grand slam of his life.

“It’s tough to get one out of [Les 
Murakami Stadium], but I hap-
pened to get a barrel on it, and it 
went,” he said after the game.

Wetrich’s grand slam was his 
only hit of the day and one that 
gave Iowa a lead it never relin-
quished.

Runs were hard to come by in 
that game; after Wetrich went 
yard in the third inning, neither 
team scored until the eighth.

Iowa went through eight 
pitchers in the final game

Grant Judkins gave up 

just 1 run in his 5 innings on 
the mound, striking out 3. 
However, after he departed, 
Trenton Wallace and Adam 
Ketelsen allowed 5 runs in 1.2 
innings.

Jason Foster, Shane Ritter, 
and Hoffman were the only 
three Hawkeyes to pitch score-
less innings on Feb. 24, but 

neither appeared for more than 
0.2 inning.

Tanner Padgett, Ben Nor-
man shines in game No. 4

While Iowa’s pitching tailed 
off, Padgett and Norman 
stepped up at the plate.

Padgett finished 4-for-5 

with 2 RBIs, and Norman went 
3-for-5 with 3 RBIs and a home 
run. Norman’s homer was his 
second of the season.

Padgett now leads the team 
with a .407 batting average. 
Norman ranks fourth with a 
.269 mark, but he’s tied with 
Wetrich for the team lead with 
2 home runs.

As prestigious as the Big 
Ten title is, it is not the 

first accolade that the re-
lay team has brought home 
this season.

At the Tyson Invitation-
al Feb. 8-9, the team broke 
the school record with a 
combination of Karayme 

Bartley, Woodard, Wayne 
Lawrence Jr., and Harris 
(3:04.76). The time was 
good for the seventh fast-
est nationally.

That time also earned an 
invitation to compete at the 

2019 NCAA Indoor Champi-
onships. Iowa will compete 
against 11 teams in the hunt 
for a national title.

Harris wants the group 
to stick to the basics and 
keep chipping away.

“It’s a special group,” 
he said. “It’s something 
I’m proud to be a part of. 
There is tremendous talent 
throughout the group, and 
we try to push each other 
every day to be the best 

team that we can be. That’s 
something we will contin-
ue to do to so we can keep 
getting better.”

The 1,600-meter relay 
will next run at the NCAAs 
on March 9 at 6:55 p.m.

The time was the fourth 
fastest in school history.

Myhre swam a personal 
best in his leg of the med-
ley with a time of 18.86, the 
first time the he has swum 
sub-19.

“When I touched the wall, 
I’m thinking 19.1 or 19.0, 
just felt kind of weird,” he 
said. “I really surprised my-
self with that split. I know 
there is always some room 
for improvement, and in the 
meet tomorrow, hopefully, 
get the second swim in the 
‘A’ final. It’s really cool to 
build some confidence.”

In the 800-free relay, the 

Hawkeyes swam to better 
results. The team comprised 
freshmen Aleksey Tarasen-
ko, Mateusz Arndt, and 
Jackson Allmon and junior 
Michael Tenney. Iowa was 
ranked at fifth (6:30.40).

The Hawkeye men cut 
seven seconds off their time 
to finish the race in sixth 
(6:23.07). That time was 
good enough to claim the 

school record, beating the 
old mark by more than a 
second.

“It feels pretty great,” 
Tenney said. “It was just so 
exciting and so much fun to 
be here in the environment 
that was going on. I mean 
it was unfortunate that we 
couldn’t get out those few 
teams, but we all tried re-
ally hard. We all went really 

fast, so it’s a good start to 
the meet I think. To be able 
to move forward from this 
and, hopefully, just keep 
getting faster.”

Another feature during 
the race was lead-off swim-
mer Tarasenko’s time of 
1:35.62, fourth all-time in 
school history.

After Day 1, the Iowa men 
sit No. 9, with 88 points.

Hoping to keep the mo-
mentum going, the Hawk-
eye men return to action at 
the Campus Rec for Day 2. 
They will compete in both 
preliminaries and finals, 
which will take place at 
11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. The 
events will be the 500 free, 
200 individual medley, 50 
free, 1-meter diving, and the 
400-medley relay.

Dolphin will return to 
being the Voice of the 
Hawkeyes during spring 
football, continuing his du-
ties for the 2019 football sea-
son and 2019-20 men’s bas-
ketball season. 

Despite potentially caus-
ing a distraction for the 

Hawkeyes — this marks his 
second suspension of the 
season — Dolphin said his 
relationship with McCaffery 
is in a good place. 

“I told him I’m sorry I’ve 
become a distraction to the 
basketball team, it was com-
pletely unintentional,” Dol-
phin said. “We had a great 
conversation … It was posi-
tive, it wasn’t negative.

“Fran’s got an Irish tem-
per like I do, so our colli-

sions and disagreements 
have all been professional. 
It has everything to do with 
style, and we adjust … We’ve 
had our differences and our 
issues, but at the end of the 
day, we talk, and we hug, and 
we shake hands.”

On the floor, things will 
certainly be different for the 
Hawkeyes in the next two 
games. Andrew Francis will 
serve as head coach when 
Iowa takes on Rutgers on 

Saturday, and Kirk Speraw 
will assume the role when 
Iowa faces Wisconsin on 
March 7. 

McCaffery will still be 
allowed to participate in 
Senior Day activities with 
Nicholas Baer prior to Iowa’s 
game against Rutgers before 
leaving the floor.

It’s entirely possible that 
McCaffery wouldn’t have 
been suspended had the in-
cident occurred in private, 

as the coach had wanted.
“I said what I said back 

in the tunnel directly,” Mc-
Caffery said. “I didn’t want 
it to be public. I didn’t say 
it out on the floor in front 
of thousands of people. I 
said it directly to him, and 
somebody ended up hearing 
it. OK, it’s unfortunate, but 
that’s the reality of the situ-
ation. My intention was for 
this to be sort of a private 
conversation.”

Even though McCaffery 
admittedly made a regret-
table comment, it has been 
clear throughout the inci-
dent that he has his team’s 
back.

“The relationship with 
your players has to be real,” 
McCaffery said. “You ask 
anybody who has ever played 
for me, they know and un-
derstand what that means. 
That relationship goes on 
forever.”

BASKETBALL
CONTINUED FROM 6A

SWIMMING
CONTINUED FROM 6A

TRACK
CONTINUED FROM 6A

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa head coach Rick Heller walks to the dugout during the Iowa/Coe baseball game at Banks Field on 
April 11, 2018. The Hawkeyes defeated the Kohawks, 16-1.



BY ROBERT READ
robert-read@uiowa.edu

The Iowa men’s track and field team 
concluded competition at the 2019 Indoor 
Big Ten Championships with its best in-
door finish since 2011, largely because of a 
championship-winning relay team.

The Hawkeyes’ 70 points put them in a 
fourth-place tie with Purdue, but were it 
not for a late comeback by the 1,600-meter 
relay, Iowa would have been lower in the 

standings.
The relay has been a 

strength for Iowa all season 
long, and the runners were 
able to flex their muscles 
after running their way to a 
Big Ten Championship.

In the final event of the 
men’s conference meet, Io-

wa fielded a 1,600-meter relay lineup of 
Collin Hofacker, Antonio Woodard, Chris 
Thompson, and Mar’Yea Harris.

As Harris took over on the last leg, Io-
wa was in third place trailing Rutgers and 
Ohio State. Harris got some revenge as he 
rallied past Izaiah Brown of Rutgers — 
who had beaten Harris earlier in the day 
in the 400 meters — to move into second 
place. As the finish line neared, Harris 
secured the Big Ten Championship in the 
event by passing Ohio State’s Frank Hayes 
right at the tape.

The squad finished with a time of 3:07.46 
to take home gold and add 10 points to the 
team’s total.

For his performance on the last leg, 
Harris had the “Clutch Performance of the 
Week,” according to FloTrack.

As the race was coming to an end, Io-
wa Director of Track & Field Joey Woody 
had a good idea that a clutch performance 
from Harris was imminent.

“When Mar’Yea is out there, you always 
have a chance,” Woody said. “He is such 
a great competitor. He knew what he had 
to do to bring home the title, and he did 
it. Being able to defend our outdoor relay 
title from last year was huge. It’s a testa-
ment to the entire group — they’ve just 
kept working all season long, and the re-
sults show that.”

Soccer to begin spring 
season

Hawkeye soccer will open 
its spring slate of games this 
weekend.

The team will hosts 
Minnesota and Western Illinois 
in Saturday matchups.

“The excitement is so high 
right now in our program,” Iowa 
head coach DiIanni said in a 
release. “There is such a love 
to play the game of soccer with 
this group and a want to take 
the next step in our program.”

Iowa dropped its matchup 
with Minnesota in the regular 
season last fall, losing the 
game, 3-1.

The team will see additional 
action against instate rivals 
Drake and Iowa State on March 
10.

“There are so 
many good things 
happening. The goal 
[Wednesday was] to 
work through and 
get the focus back 
on the student-
athletes and the 
success that they’re 
having.

— Iowa Athletics 
Director Gary 
Barta on the 
suspension 

of men’s 
basketball 
coach Fran 
McCaffery

HAWKEYE UPDATES

STAT OF THE DAY

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

Sophomore Tanner 
Padgett leads Iowa 
baseball with a .407 
batting average.

Adam Hensley/The Daily Iowan
Iowa Athletics Director Gary Barta (left) and Iowa men’s basketball head coach Fran McCaffery hold a press 
conference on Wednesday.
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.407
batting average

Gustafson

Another day, 
another suspension

Big Ten women’s 
basketball standings

1) Maryland (25-3, 14-3)
2) Iowa (22-6, 13-4)
3) Rutgers (19-8, 11-5)
4) Michigan (19-10, 10-7)
5) Ohio State (13-12, 9-7)
6) Northwestern (16-12, 
9-8)
7) Minnesota (19-8, 8-8)
8) Michigan State (18-9, 
8-8)
9) Nebraska (13-15, 8-9)
10) Purdue (17-13, 8-9)
11) Indiana (18-11, 7-10)
12) Penn State (12-15, 5-11)
13) Wisconsin (13-15, 4-12)
14) Illinois (10-18, 2-15)

BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

A week full of off-court issues stealing the at-
tention from the No. 22 Iowa men’s basketball 
team is almost over, it seems.

Iowa Athletics Director Gary Barta and Hawk-
eye play-by-play announcer Gary Dolphin met 
with the media on Wednesday for the first time 
since Dolphin was suspended for the rest of the 
basketball season for referring to Maryland’s 
Bruno Fernando as “King Kong” after the Terra-
pins’ 66-65 victory in Carver-Hawkeye on Feb. 19.

Barta and Fran McCaffery also discussed Mc-
Caffery’s two-game suspension for reported-
ly calling a referee a “cheating [expletive]” and 
“[expletive] disgrace” after the Hawkeyes’ 90-70 
loss to Ohio State in Columbus on Tuesday. 

It was a press conference that Iowa had put off 
for a while, but Barta appeared intent on getting 
the focus back on the Hawkeye players.

“The season that Fran and his team are having 
is terrific, the season Lisa [Bluder] and her team 
are having is wonderful, wrestling,” Barta said. 
“There are so many good things happening. The 
goal [Wednesday was] to work through and get 
the focus back on the student-athletes and the 
success that they’re having.”

That’s a lot easier said than done, though, 
when the biggest sports story in the state re-
volves around the team’s coach and play-by-play 
guy. 

But now, more light has been shed on the sit-
uation.

Gary Barta, Gary Dolphin, and Fran McCaffery spoke on 
Wednesday about the suspensions that have been issued.

SEE BASKETBALL, 5A

Iowa women statistics 
among the nation’s best

Hawkeye women’s basketball 
is in the nation’s top-12 in five 
statistical categories so far this 
season.

With the regular season 
winding down, Iowa leads the 
country in field-goal percentage 
(51.9). The team also ranks 
second nationally in assists 
(613), third in assists per contest 
(21.9), fourth in assist-to-
turnover ratio (1.63), and 12th in 

points per game 
(80.3).

Additionally, 
Iowa leads 
the Big Ten in 
scoring offense, 
free-throw 
percentage, field-
goal percentage, 
assists, and 

assist-to-turnover ratio.
Much of this is due to 

the efforts of center Megan 
Gustafson, who puts up 
nationally ranked statistics. The 
senior is setting the pace for 
the entire country in field-goal 
percentage (70.4), scoring per 
game (27.4), total points (768), 
and total field goals made (318). 
She also is second in double-
doubles (26).

The team’s final game of 
the regular season is a home 
matchup against Northwestern 
on March 3. The Big Ten 
Tournament will start on March 
6.

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Mateusz Arndt jumps off the starting block during the first day of the Big Ten Men’s Swimming and 
Diving Championships at the Campus Rec on Wednesday.

Men’s swimming 
kicks off Big Tens

BY TANNER DESPLANQUE
tanner-desplanue@uiowa.edu

Iowa men’s swimming and diving has en-
tered the championship season, concluding 
Day 1 of the Big Ten Championships in the 
Campus Recreation & Wellness Center.

There were only two events on the first day 
of competition: the 200-medley relay and the 
800-free relay. The Hawkeyes may not have 
gotten the results they wanted, but they swam 

some fast times. 
The first event was the 200, and Iowa was 

represented by redshirt senior Kenneth 
Mende, sophomore Daniel Swanepoel, senior 
Michal Brzus, and junior Joe Myhre. Enter-
ing the meet, the Hawkeye team was ranked 
eighth in the Big Ten (1:27.89).

The Iowa men finished ninth (1:26.23), 
which kept them just outside of the podium. 

SEE TRACK, 5A

Relay team 
lifts track 
& field

SEE SWIMMING, 5A

Iowa track & field needed 
points at the Big Tens. Enter 
Mar’Yea Harris and the rest 
of the 1,600-meter relay team.

Iowa men’s swimming and diving saw its first day of action 
in the Big Ten Championships.

Harris

BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

Iowa women’s basketball head coach Lisa 
Bluder has been nominated for the Naismith 
Award Women’s Basketball Coach of the 
Year, the group announced Wednesday.

Bluder is one of 15 coaches on the list and 
the only coach from the Big 
Ten. Other coaches include 
eight-time winner Geno Au-
riemma of UConn, three-time 
winner Muffet McGraw of No-
tre Dame, No. 1 Baylor head 
coach Kim Mulkey, and Mis-
sissippi State’s Vic Schaefer, 
who won last season.

Bluder, the coach with the most victories 
in Hawkeye history, has led Iowa to a 22-6 
(13-4 Big Ten) record with one game left on 
the schedule. In the past, Bluder has been 
recognized as WBCA Regional Coach of the 
Year three times, most recently in 2010. She 
has also been named Big Ten Coach of the 
Year three times, with her most recent hon-
or coming in 2010.

Iowa sits at second in the Big Ten stand-
ings, one game behind Maryland.

After taking on Northwestern at Carv-
er-Hawkeye for Senior Day on March 3, the 
Hawkeyes will travel to Indianapolis for the 
Big Ten Tournament March 6-10.

Bluder 
nominated 
for Coach of 
the Year
The Hawkeye head coach joins 
some of the nation’s best.

Bluder
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entertainment events on Twitter 
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A well-dressed woman stands behind a po-
dium at the front of the stage, establishing 
a commanding presence over the crowd. Or 
maybe it is a man, casually dressed in a red 
blazer and jeans. The comedian leads with 
a joke: “So, how about that airplane food? 
Amirite guys?” 

Is the audience obliged to laugh because 
the individual on stage has been deemed a 
comedian and put up on a platform? What 
makes something funny, and what does that 
say about society?

Comedy makes up a significant foundation 
of American culture. Whether some jokes are 
funny through agreement or laughed at be-
cause of their sheer absurdity, they can have 
a huge effect on what is perceived as truth 
and common knowledge, on what is morally 
correct or wrong. 

UI Lecturer Megan Gogerty said one theory 
about comedy is that it keeps people in con-
trol by laughing at what is socially unaccept-

able or releasing pent-up rage.
In order to keep from plummeting into 

chaos, Iowa City can anticipate lots of laugh-
ter this weekend at the Floodwater Comedy 
Festival. The festival will bring comedians, 
from famous professionals to aspiring stu-
dents, to Iowa City with its slogan “Love. Di-
versity. Laughs.”

For UI student Brigid Martin, Floodwater 
will provide her the opportunity to own the 
stage early in her standup career. She has on-
ly been doing comedy since taking Gogerty’s 
class last semester, but she has already taken 
a spot on Floodwater’s lineup. As an English 
and creative-writing major, she enjoys com-
bining the writing aspect of standup with 
her interest in theater. 

“I think writing is different for everyone. 
Personally, I mostly have ideas and then 
write them down on my phone, and then 
forget about them for a while until I scroll 
through the notes on my phone and I’m like, 

‘Oh yeah, this was a thing,’ ” she said. “It’s 
mostly thinking about it and going over the 
ideas in your mind a lot. I like to do them in 
the shower. It’s a community bathroom, so 
people come in and hear someone talking 
to themselves in the shower, which is wild, 
but whatever. It’s a good place to rehearse, 
I guess.”

Martin will be featured in Last Comic 
Standing, which will take place this evening 
featuring eight comedians and also the stu-
dent showcase.

“[Standup] is mostly going over ideas over 
and over again and making them as clear 
and concise as possible so that the audi-
ence is able to understand them,” Martin 
said. “I love that it’s a different type of art 
form. There are playwriting, and speech, and 
things, but it’s something different to get to 
write your own material and then perform it 
as well. It’s a more intimate experience with 
the audience, I think.” 

BY ADRIAN ENZASTIGA   | adrian-enzastiga@uiowa.edu

Iowa City Floods with 
laughter

Floodwater Comedy Festival this weekend provides a stage 

for beginner and advanced comedians alike. But what makes 

comedy funny? 
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Kehlani’s While We Wait

Kehlani’s third mixtape release, While 
We Wait, is an R&B treat that will 
promptly land listeners in their feel-
ings. The 23-year-old’s lyrics read like 
poetry, telling intricate stories of love 
and relationships. Each song has a 
distinctive feel but a common theme 
that keeps listeners engaged through 
their journey of love and loss. Keh-

lani’s smooth voice captures a range of emotions, from a sharp an-
ger to sadness to something softer and more reflective. The album 
is perfect for everything from #sadboihours to quiet mornings 
filled with sips of coffee.

Song pick: “Nights Like This”

2B 80 HOURS

WEEKEND EVENTS

FRIDAY 03.01

From French-Swiss director Jean-Luc Godard comes the strange,  
avant-garde horror film The Image Book. The film is a combination of 
film clips, paintings, music, and narration that tells a story critical of 
film itself. The film will screen at FilmScene tonight. 

OPENING MOVIE
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FILM
• THE PICTURE SHOW: EDWARD SCISSORHANDS,  10 A.M., 
FILMSCENE, 118 COLLEGE
• THEY SHALL NOT GROW OLD,  12:30 & 8 P.M., FILMSCENE
• 2019 OSCAR SHORTS — ANIMATED, 1 P.M., FILMSCENE
• 2019 OSCAR SHORTS — LIVE ACTION, 3 P.M., FILMSCENE
• 2019 OSCAR SHORTS — DOCUMENTARY, 5:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• THE IMAGE BOOK, 6 P.M., FILMSCENE
• BURNING, 8:30 P.M., FILMSCENE

MUSIC
• INSIDE THE ORGAN LOFT: “IVES, VARIATIONS ON ‘AMERICA,’” NOON, 
2451 VOXMAN
• GOODFELLA TOUR,  7 P.M., GABE’S
• SOULSHAKE, 10 P.M., GABE’S

MUSIC
• TODD WILSON GUEST ORGAN MASTERCLASS,  10 A.M., VOXMAN 
CONCERT HALL
• DANÚ, 7:30 P.M., HANCHER
• SCI NEW MUSIC CONCERT, 7:30 P.M., VOXMAN RECITAL HALL
• PORCUPINE, WITH OTROS OUTROS & COMMANDERS, 9 P.M., 
GABE’S
• DJ A TO THE K, 10 P.M., GABE’S

THE IMAGE BOOK

ALBUM PICK
— Naomi Hofferber

— Naomi Hofferber

FILM
•WOMEN’S MARCH: DESTROYER, 11:15 A.M., 4, & 6:45 P.M. FILMSCENE 
•WOMEN’S MARCH: CAPERNAUM, 11:30 A.M., 2:15, 5, & 7:45 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
•WOMEN’S MARCH: BODIES, BOUNDARIES, & BORDERS, 2 P.M., 
FILMSCENE

FILM
• WOMEN’S MARCH: CAPERNAUM, NOON, 2:45, 5:30, & 8:15 P.M. 
FILMSCENE
• WOMEN’S MARCH: DESTROYER, 12:30, 3:15, 6, 8:45, & 11:15 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• BIJOU AFTER HOURS: BUFFY THE VAMPIRE SLAYER, 11 P.M., 
FILMSCENE

SUNDAY 03.03

SATURDAY 03.02

Name: Nate Robinson

Year: Senior

What's your fashion 
style?: 
My fashion just depends 
depending on the day. You 
might see me dress up a lot, 
where I wear a suit jacket 
or a cardigan; cardigans are 
usually my thing, they’re 
nice and comfortable and 
functional. Sometimes I 
dress kind of casual, I’ll put 
on some Timbs, jeans or 
sweats, and some type of 
sweater of some sort, some-
thing like that.

Where do you usually 
shop?: 
I like H&M, they’re nice and 
cheap and have lots of cool 
different styles. I also shop 
on BooHoo, it’s a website. 
They’ve got really cool 
things. I get my stuff there 
for if I’m going to go to a 
party on the weekend, or 
something like that; they’re 
great for stuff like that. 
ASOS is also another store I 
like that is great for if you’re 
going to shop online.

Haley Triem/The Daily Iowan

STUDENT FASHION

GOODFELLA TOUR

CAPERNAUM 

DESTROYER

EDWARD SCISSORHANDS

BUFFY THE VAMPIRE SLAYER

THEATER
• HOW I LEARNED WHAT I LEARNED, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATER, 213 
N. GILBERT
• COMPANION ANIMALS, 8 P.M., THEATER BUILDING THEATER B

THEATER
• HOW I LEARNED WHAT I LEARNED, 2 P.M., RIVERSIDE
• COMPANION ANIMALS, 2 P.M., THEATER B

FILM
• WOMEN’S MARCH: CAPERNAUM, NOON, 5:30, 7:30, & 10:15 P.M. 
FILMSCENE
• WOMEN’S MARCH: DESTROYER, 1, 2:45, 8:15, & 11 P.M., FILMSCENE 
• WOMEN’S MARCH: OPENING NIGHT SOIRÉE, 5 P.M., FILMSCENE 

THEATER
• HOW I LEARNED WHAT I LEARNED, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE 
• COMPANION ANIMALS, 8 P.M., THEATER B

DI
MISCELLANEOUS

• FLOODWATER COMEDY FESTIVAL, DANTE POWELL,  7:30 P.M., MILL, 120 E. 
BURLINGTON  

MUSIC
•  ANDREW PARKER GUEST ARTIST OBOE MASTERCLASS, NOON, 3409 
VOXMAN
• LIZ PEARSE, SOPRANO, AND STACEY BARELOS, PIANO, 7:30 P.M., 
VOXMAN RECITAL HALL
• I’M WITH HER (SARA WATKINS, SARAH JAROSZ, & AOIFE 
O’DONOVAN), 8 P.M., ENGLERT, 221 WASHINGTON
• SERENGETI,  9 P.M., GABE’S, 330 WASHINGTON

LITERATURE
• “LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS,” CHRISTOPHER CASTELLANI, 
LEADING MAN, 7 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS, 15 S. DUBUQUE

• HOW I LEARNED WHAT I LEARNED, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE 
• COMPANION ANIMALS, 8 P.M., THEATER B

THEATER

LITERATURE
• “LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS”, JACQUELINE BRIGGS MARTIN & 
LARRY DAY, 2 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS

DI MISCELLANEOUS
• FLOODWATER COMEDY FESTIVAL: LILY SCHULDER, NEERAJ 
SRINIVASAN & SELECTED UI THEATER STUDENTS,  6:30 P.M., MILL
• FLOODWATER COMEDY FESTIVAL: SOLOMON GEORGIO,  7:30 P.M., 
MILL
• PIFF THE MAGIC DRAGON, 8 P.M., ENGLERT

LITERATURE
•“LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS,” TOM BARBASH, THE DAKOTA WINTER, 4 P.M., PRAIRIE 
LIGHTS

$5 OFF
1st online order $20+

www.thewedgepizza.com
Gluten free crust &

Vegan cheese available

517 S. Riverside Dr.
Iowa City  |  337-6677

THUR: 1/2 Price Drinks
FRI: $4 Big Girl Margaritas

$2 Shots of Fireball
SATURDAY:

$1 OFF Signature Cocktails
$5 Double Wells

215 E Washington St | Iowa City
quintonsbaranddeli.com

DinnerDrinksDiversions• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Companion Animals
UI Department of

Theatre Arts

Sat., March 2 • 7:30pm

Thursday, February 28, 2019 - 8:00pm
Friday, March 1, 2019 - 8:00pm

Saturday, March 2, 2019 - 8:00pm
Sunday, March 3, 2019 - 2:00pm

Tickets for Gallery Productions are available in the Theatre lobby 
one hour before showtime.

Tickets are free for University of Iowa students (with a valid ID) 
and $5 for general admission.

By:  Madeleine George
Directed by:  Meredith Alexander

Location:  Theatre B

February 28, 2019 to March 3, 2019
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As opposed to Martin as a 
novice comedian, UI junior 
Leela Bassuk is one of the ex-
ecutive producers of Flood-
water and has been a part of 
the comedy scene since her 
freshman year. She has been 
involved the Paperback Rhino 
improv group and the Flood-
water Festival since 2016. 

“There are so many differ-
ent outlets to do comedy here 
in Iowa City. I’ve personally 
chosen improv comedy and 
theater,” Bassuk said. “Other 
local comedians and students 
have found or created spaces 
to do their own kind of come-
dy, from standup to sketch to 
playwriting or screenwriting. 
There’s an excess of funny 
here.”

She has a personal rule 
of not putting down certain 
groups in her comedy nor 
making jokes at the expense 
of others, she said. Instead, 
she prefers to initiate positive 
change through it. 

“[Comedy] is a great way 
to comment on and critique 
the world around us. I be-
lieve comedy and satire have 
a unique ability to open peo-
ple’s eyes on complex issues 
or situations by framing 
them in new or unexpected 
ways,” she said. “Sometimes, 

political humor falls flat, but 
definitely at times like now, 
when we are experiencing a 
tumultuous political climate, 
I believe that comedians play 
an important role in truthful-
ly exposing, challenging, and 
discussing these issues and 
events.”

Paul Rust, a UI alum and 
star of Netflix original “Love” 
and one of the headliners for 
Floodwater, has a different 
opinion. 

“[Comedy] doesn’t specifi-
cally have to be about the nut-
tiness that’s going on in the 
White House,” he said. “It can 
also be cathartic. It’s a feel-
ing of not being alone in the 
universe, to laugh at difficult 
things that I’ve gone through. 
My favorite thing on Earth is 
to watch something like Air-
plane, which is just complete 
nuttiness for 90 minutes. That 
has value, too, to turn off your 
brain and laugh a lot.”

Before writing and starring 
in “Love”, Rust performed 
lots of standup comedy. He 
was part of a sketch group at 
Citizens Brigade’s theater in 
Los Angeles for more than 10 
years. 

At “An evening with Paul 
Rust,” he will perform a 
read-through of one of these 
sketches with two students.  

“I felt a little uncomfortable 
coming in and being like, ‘I’m 
gonna do a one man show’ — 
that’s just not my style or the 
comedy that I do,” he said. 

“All the comedy that I do is a 
group, ‘collab’ thing. It’s not in 
my nature to perform by my-
self in front of an audience, so 
I’m actually very happy per-
forming with new people.”

Afterward, Rust will partic-
ipate in a Q&A with the audi-
ence. 

Whether a comedic piece 

is used in political setting, it 
does play a role in our lives, 
and Gogerty identified what 
many believe to be the current 
purpose of comedy in Ameri-
can society.

“Right now in America, the 
pervading theory about come-
dy is that comedy has become 
a place where you can hear the 
truth,” she said. “In this age 
of fake news and fake media, 
and Twitter bots, and corpo-
rate news, we always distrust 
our news sources. Because 
so many of our news sources 
have ulterior motives, in this 
environment, there’s this real 
hunger for ‘somebody just tell 
it to me straight; give me the 

truth.’ There is a feeling that 
comedy can do that.”

Alternately, some comedy 
might illustrate everything is 
fake.

“One side is like ‘give me 
the truth,’” Gogerty said. “The 
other side, though, is reacting 
to the fake news with a cheer-
ful nihilism, which is nothing 

matters. It’s all fake, so we 
might as well just amuse our-
selves. Comedy, historically, 
has always had this rebellious, 
impish streak.”

In addition to the “are they 
joking?” question, in comedy, 
there is this question regard-
ing political correctness. Are 
people just too sensitive these 
days?

Again, Gogerty has an an-
swer … sort of. 

She said it is important 
to understand the historical 
context around political cor-
rectness. The term goes back 
to at least the 1930s in Nazi 
Germany. It became a right-
wing talking point in the 

1980s as a response to huge 
societal changes, such as the 
gay-rights movement and the 
second wave feminist move-
ment. 

“The incorrect political 
comedy movement is in the 
late-80s, early ’90s. It’s al-
most exclusively propelled by 
white, male grievance,” Go-
gerty said. “So in other words, 
it’s a bunch of middle-age 
white guys mad that they can’t 
say the jokes they would have 
made 20 years ago. That’s how 
it manifested.”

“Political correctness” has 
never been a compliment but 
instead, always an insult, she 
said. 

“You’re politically correct, 
that means you’re coward-
ly,” Gogerty said. “I think 
it’s a dumb phrase. Anytime 
anyone rails against political 
correctness, I’m immediately 
suspicious of their motives. 
As a scholar, I find this phrase 
to be unhelpful. When you 
say political correctness, and 
I say political correctness, 
what are we talking about?”

Rust came up with a sim-
ple definition for the term. 

“I get really confused 
when a comedian or anyone 
whistles against the idea 
of political correctness,” 
he said. “In my mind, that 
means being sensitive and 
mindful to others and listen-
ing to people when they say, 
‘Hey, don’t say those things. 
Say this instead.’ There are 

a billion ways to be fun and 
still be politically correct. 
They are mutually inclusive. 
”

Rust said he understands 
that comedy can be used to 
“fight the power,” but it is 
wrong to be used to target 
minorities. 

“My taste is to be silly 
and bizarre, and not really 
take on any institutions,” he 
said. “Others challenge and 
provoke institutions and 
responses. There are ways 
to that that are not picking 
on already marginalized 
groups. There are lots of peo-
ple who are small who are 
not worth picking on.”

It has increasingly become 
unacceptable in society to 
make jokes at the expense of 
minorities. Gogerty said that 
is important to understand 
if one is to interpret laughter 
as a form of agreement. 

“A lot of times, we have a 
misperception about what 
comedy is. We think that 
comedy is about being con-
frontational, think incon-
venient truths, getting in 
people’s faces, telling it how 
it is, and that’s probably not 
how comedy works,” she 
said. “Most comedy is about 
agreement, like, ‘Am I right, 
ladies?’ This is one of the rea-
sons most comedy tends to 
support the status quo, be-
cause you’ve got to get broad 
agreement in order for your 
jokes to work.”

COMEDY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

‘[Comedy] is a great way to comment on and 
critique the world around us. I believe comedy 

and satire have a unique ability to open people’s 
eyes on complex issues or situations by framing 

them in new or unexpected ways.’
— Leela Bassuk, UI junior

1st place prize: $1,000
2 runner-up prizes: 3 Wedge 
pizza Gift Certificates, Daily 
Iowan t-shirt and mug

 Answer today’s 
 Campus Quest 
 for a chance 
 to win $1000!
  Can you identify the street
 these students are walking towards?

To enter, log onto
dailyiowan.com.
Click on the Grand
Giveaway Campus
Quest Button.

Making and marketing the music  
Elly Hofmaier is a marketing analytics major whose life revolves around making music, regardless of the genre.

BY MADISON LOTENSCHTEIN
madison-lotenschtein@uiowa.edu

Elly Hofmaier learned 
guitar not just for fun but to 
make her performances on 

stage easier. Before her en-
counter with the six-string 
instrument, the singer/
songwriter played only pia-
no, but pianos — in-tune pi-

anos — are a rarity to find at 
a local gig. 

In more recent times, the 
University of Iowa senior 
has created a band called El-

ly H, which she sometimes 
refers to as Elly H and the 
Sexy Boys, because the rest 
of the musicians are male. 
The group met at SCOPE, 
where Hofmaier works as 
the general manager.  

“We’re mostly an in-
die-rock band,” she said. 
“I want to transition into 
psychedelic rock, like con-
temporary psych rock, but I 
don’t know how to play it.” 

The songwriter describes 
her solos as indie-rock 
mixed with country western. 

“I don’t even really listen 
to country,” Hofmaier said. 
“But the music is so literal, 
you can understand what 
they’re saying without hav-
ing to look into some hidden 
meaning.”  

She crosses genres by 
singing for the Johnson 
County Landmark jazz band, 
which she describes as the 

top audition band for the UI. 
Much of Hofmaier’s inspira-
tion drives through the force 
of strong female vocalists, 
including Ella Fitzgerald, a 
world-renown jazz singer. 

Between her own mu-
sic and the soul/jazz genre, 
Hofmaier marks one prima-
ry difference between the 
styles of music. 

“Jazz requires you to be 
more technical,” she said. 
“Especially when I’m impro-
vising, I have to work hard-
er in jazz than I do with my 
own music.” 

She did not begin her ed-
ucation at UI; instead, she 
ventured to Nashville to 
pursue the music business. 
Before she transferred to 
the UI, she had heard of 
SCOPE, a student organiza-
tion that brings talent to UI 
campus. 

“I was emailing SCOPE 

before I started classes 
here,” she said. 

Hofmaier helped with the 
process of booking the art-
ist Lizzo for the UI Home-
coming Week this past se-
mester. Even though the 
artist changed her major to 
marketing analytics, music, 
and the culture surround-
ing it, plays an important 
role in her life. 

“I just have an affinity for 
performing and communi-
cating through music,” she 
said. “I love the community 
that music gives everyone, 
especially local music. The 
talent in Iowa City is nuts.” 

As a senior, her time at 
Iowa is nearing an end. 
While she hopes to obtain a 
marketing position in Chi-
cago, the soon-to-be gradu-
ate foresees herself taking 
the path to music business 
once again.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Hometown: Norwalk, Iowa

Year in School: Senior 

Age: 22

Top artist she listens to: Beatles  

Dream place to live: Chicago

Dream place to work: Cabaret Bar 

Favorite place for a late-night bite: Melk

Favorite movie:  School of Rock 

Last song stuck in her head: “Toe Cutter-Thumb Buster” (Thee Oh Sees)

Instagram: @ellyhof

FAST FACTS

Elena Alvarez/The Daily Iowan
LEFT: Elly Hofmaier plays her guitar at the Mill on Wednesday. RIGHT: Elly Hofmaier poses for a portrait at the Mill on Wednesday. Hofmaier has her own band, Elly H. and the Sexy Boys, and sings backup vocals for two others, 
A.J. Warden and the Illiterati and local artist Elizabeth Moen.
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