
BY JULIA SHANAHAN
julia-shanahan@uiowa.edu

A year ago to the date, 17 people were fatally shot at the 
hands of a gunman with an AR-15 semiautomatic rifle at Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas High school in Parkland, Florida. 

The tragedy sparked a series of national protests, and in Io-
wa City, high-school students led a walkout and a march on the 
Pentacrest. Now, a year later, Iowa schools are implementing 
active-shooter drills and additional safety measures. 

Faculty and students in the Iowa City School District ques-
tion if those measures are enough.

“Hearing over and over again that people were being killed 
at schools or churches, concerts, and nothing was happening 
— it was just the most profound thing to imagine that this was 
something else that we were going to accept,” said City High 
junior Esti Brady, a founding member of Students Against 
School Shootings.

School District employees say proposed legislation that 
could loosen some Iowa gun laws could be detrimental to 
safety, and they said there is a need for more funding and 
support for additional safety programs.

SEE SCHOOLS, 3A

Dating apps change 
21st-century romance
As more 18- to 24-year-olds turn 
to dating apps such as Tinder and 
Bumble, some say they aren’t a 
replacement for forming in-person 
relationships but can help take 
the stress out of dating.
80 HOURS, 1B

First VP for Research 
candidate to visit UI 
today
The first of two candidates for UI 
vice president for Research will 

visit campus 
today for an 
open forum from 
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
in 166 IMU. The 
first candidate is 
J. Martin Scholtz, 
executive asso-
ciate vice pres-

ident for Research at Texas A&M 
University College of Medicine in 
College Station, Texas.

Loving day amid unloving 
weather
Local businesses in Iowa City 
prepare for Valentine’s Day with 
intimate dinners, trivia, and 
bouquets of roses.

Hawkeye women to 
defend undefeated home 
record
Iowa women’s basketball is 12-0 in 
Carver-Hawkeye this season. Me-
gan Gustafson and Company will 
try to retain its undefeated home 
record tonight with a matchup 
against Illinois.

Iowa baseball searches 
for go-to closer
The Hawkeye baseball season is 
nearly here, but the team still has 
several unanswered questions. 
While head coach Rick Heller isn’t 
sure how his bullpen will take 
shape, he feels comfortable with 
the number of options he has.

BY CALEB MCCULLOUGH
caleb-mccullough@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa Staff Council responed to the 
university’s proposal of entering a public-private part-
nership for its utility system in a meeting on Wednesday.

The UI announced Feb. 8 that it would consider part-
nering with a private company to maintain and operate 
its utility system after Gov. Kim Reynolds requested 
the state Board of Regents universities explore such an 
agreement. 

UI Vice President for External Relations Pete Matthes 
presented the reasoning behind the plan to the council, 

outlining the financial issues that in-
spired the university’s decision to consid-
er alternative funding.

“Our mission, our ‘why,’ has not 
changed for 172 years. It’s education; it’s 
research; it’s scholarship,” Matthes said. 
“It’s what we do. How we deliver on that 
why has changed.” 

He spoke about the trend of declining state funding 
and rising tuition since the 1980s, as well as Iowa’s de-

The UI Staff Council President 
says it’s too early to judge the UI’s 
proposal.

I N S I D E

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.

Limited space means 
no fast-food sites

BY KELSEY HARRELL
kelsey-harrell@uiowa.edu

Compared with other universities in the U.S., 
the University of Iowa has a lack of fast-food or 
chain locations on campus, and there are no 
plans to change that. 

UI Housing & Dining is self-operated, and 
all employees are university employed, Dining 
Director Jill Irvin said. Universities that have a 
lot of franchise restaurants are typically run by a 
contracted company and may have national ac-

counts with chain-restaurant corporations. The 
UI doesn’t have those agreements, she said.

The closest options the UI has to a fast-food 
location is the Erbert & Gerbert deli sandwiches 
and Godfather’s pizza sold in the Union Station 
Food Court, Irvin said.

A study conducted by the Food Distribution 
Research Society in 2015 found that more than 
70 percent of college students who were surveyed 
ate fast food at least once a day. 

SEE COUNCIL, 2A

Staff Council 
responds to 
public-private 
partnership

SEE FOOD, 2A

Guns and Iowa schools: 
1 year after Parkland

The UI doesn’t currently have any fast food or chain locations 
on campus, and have no plans to add them in the future.

Go to dailyiowan.com 
to see the full story.
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Freddy’s is seen on Feb. 5.

The weekend in arts & entertainment Thursday, February 14, 2019
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Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar

DATING APPS SUCH AS TINDER, BUMBLE, AND 
GRINDR HAVE CHANGED THE DATING GAME 

FOREVER.

Sam, 23
2 miles away

The 21st Century 
Dating Game

I flip open the app in the early hours of the morning, 
unable to fall asleep. I’m greeted immediately with a 
20-something man in light-wash denim and camo 
hat, holding a large fish. Two miles away. A swipe 
left, and a girl with warm brown eyes, wavy hair, and 
… a boyfriend hanging around her shoulders. Ugh, 
swipe left. Swipe after swipe, everyone from familiar 
faces in bars to coworkers to close friends file through, 
everyone looking for everything from a quick hookup 
to real love.

The popularity of dating applications has sky-
rocketed in recent years, with the mother of all 
dating apps, Tinder, kicking off in 2012. The app, 
as of last year, has an estimated 50 million users, 
according to TechCrunch. Apps such as Tinder, 
Bumble, OkCupid, Coffee Meets Bagel, Hinge, 
Grindr, and Her offer a massive landscape for 
people to find people, with some catering to 
specific groups, like LGBTQ individuals, or apps 

such as Farmers Only or Christian Mingle.
According to the Pew Research Center, as of 

2016, nearly 1 in 5 18-24 year olds used dating 
apps. This shift in how young adults find love, or 
at least hookups, has changed the dating game 
forever. 

For some, dating apps have ended in real re-
lationships. University of Iowa sophomore Ma-
laika Kigen used her former Tinder account to 
find her boyfriend of seven months, Nick. She 
downloaded both Bumble and Tinder with the 
purpose of finding someone to date.

“We were talking for two weeks — about ev-
erything,” she said. “We decided to go to B-Bops; 
it was a new place for us. We were both very shy, 
but I ended up talking the whole time because 
that’s what I do. My friends came with, not with 
us, but they came and sat near us to make sure I 
wasn’t going to get kidnapped, or murdered, or 

something. We ended up staying there for four 
hours talking.”

Kigen and Nick began dating one month fol-
lowing the initial date. She said that the dating 
app has some benefits when it comes to social 
interaction.

“It might be easier online dating, because you 
don’t have to go out of your way to talk to some-
one and just say, ‘Hey,’ ” Kigen said. “Going af-
ter people in person is a little scarier. [Tinder] 
makes the playing field easier. It may be easier 
to get to know the person in person, though.”

On the other end of the relationship spec-
trum, some individuals use dating apps solely 
in casual settings, not to find serious relation-
ships. UI junior Robby uses such apps as Tinder 
and Bumble on a casual basis.

“Tinder is for meeting new people with the 
idea of it being for romantic or sexual involve-

Matthes
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LEFT: Junior Esti Brady, a member of Students Against School Shootings, poses for a portrait at City High on Wednesday. RIGHT: Senior Josefina Frisina poses for a portrait at City 
High on Wednesday.
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David Santiago/Miami Herald/TNS
Parents and students on Feb. 25, 2018, walk near a memorial for the victims of the shooting at 
Stoneman Douglas High.

A year after the mass shooting in 
Parkland, members of the 

Iowa City community 
voice concerns about 
proposals in the Iowa 
Legislature that could 

potentially loosen 
gun laws.



clining birthrate. Because of 
these forces, Matthes said, 
the university needed to look 
for alternative funding and 
attract more students to the 
university.

UI Chief Financial Officer 
Terry Johnson outlined the 
specific plan for the pub-
lic-private partnership. He 
emphasized that the idea 
has not been completed yet 
and the university seeks in-
put from shared-governance 
entities on campus.

“This is a journey and an 
exploration of an idea,” he 
said “We have not made the 
decision to do this.”

Staff Council members 
showed interest in the idea, 
but many were worried the 
partnership would have 
a negative effect on the 
UI utilities staff. Johnson 
stressed that the partnership 
was not a sale of university 
assets nor a way to cut jobs.

“We need the highly 
skilled people who currently 
run that plant to continue 
running that plant,” he said.

Johnson said the goal of 
the partnership would be to 
use the money earned to cre-
ate an endowment for pro-
grams that will make the UI 
a “destination university.”

Matthes said university 
enrollment across the coun-
try is declining, but enroll-
ment at “elite” universities, 
those considered among the 

top 50 in the country, is in-
creasing. 

To make the UI competi-
tive in that market, Johnson 
said, the university has to 
create programs and initia-
tives that attract students 
from around the country. 

“We’re right on the cusp of 
that,” Johnson said. “We’re 
not there … We need resourc-
es to make that happen.” 

The other regent univer-
sities have received similar 
directions to find alternative 
funding sources, Johnson 
said.

Staff Council members ex-
pressed concerns about the 
utility rates increasing, but 
Johnson said rates should in-
crease at the standard rate of 
inflation, as they currently do.

UI Staff Council President 

Michael Hesseltine said he 
was optimistic about the 
future of the process.

“I personally think it’s 
too early to be judging this,” 
he said. “I think we need to 
all, from a staff perspective, 
to sit back and let this take 
its journey.”

Johnson emphasized that 
the university would not 
pursue the partnership if it 
was not in its best interest. 
The university will have the 
opportunity to pull out of 
the agreement at any stage 
in the process before the 
contract is signed, he not-
ed.

“This has to be a win-win 
situation,” he said. “Not just 
a win for the private-sector 
provider, it has to be a win 
for the University of Iowa.”

UI Housing & Dining is cur-
rently limited in what it can do 
in the space available in the IMU, 
because of conditions with its 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency agreement, she said. 

“Usually when you have a re-
lationship with an operation like 
Subway, or anything like that, 
they come to you and basically 
give you the plans that you have 
to follow to build out the space. 
So, it conforms to what their 
standards are,” Irvin said. “We 
can’t do that right now because 
of the FEMA regulations we’re 
currently living with.” 

When approached by fast-
food corporations in the past, 
the issue UI Housing & Din-
ing faced was where would the 
restaurant be located, Irvin said. 
There isn’t a lot of empty space 
around campus that can be used 
for food service, and there are 
codes the university must follow 
for the locations, she said. 

If a fast-food location were to 
open on campus in the future, 
having it be run by Housing & 
Dining would create more op-
portunities for students, Irvin 
said. If the location weren’t run 
by the UI, it would be less bene-
ficial to the university. 

Some other Big Ten univer-
sities have national chain loca-
tions on their campuses, includ-
ing Michigan State, which has 
Panda Express, Subway, and 
Starbucks on campus. 

Michigan State is a self-oper-

ating dining program with con-
tractual relationships with na-
tional brands, said Cheryl Berry, 
the schools’s associate director 
of marketing & communica-
tions for culinary services. 

“Students and staff enjoy the 
options available on campus as it 
brings in a variety of foods to en-
hance the menu offerings,” Ber-
ry said. “With a campus as large 
as ours, it’s important to have a 
dining program that meets the 
needs of the community. Na-
tional chains help us do that.”

Even though the UI doesn’t 
have fast-food or chain locations 
on campus, the proximity of the 
university to Iowa City’s down-
town allows students to take 
advantage of off-campus dining 
locations. 

The closeness of the Down-
town District to campus allows 
UI students, faculty, and staff to 
have a diverse number of dining 
options available, whether it be 
local or chain locations, said Bet-
sy Potter, IC Downtown District 
director of operations. 

Some chain locations, such as 
Pancheros, started downtown ar-
ea before expanding to new loca-
tions, Potter said. The combina-
tion of local and chain locations 
gives the Downtown District a 
diverse number of options for 
patrons to choose from, she said. 

“Not a lot of college cam-
puses are so integrated into a 
downtown area and, obviously, 
that’s a big plus for our environ-
ment and our economy down 
here,” Potter said. “Because it’s 
a unique opportunity for both 
partners, for the university and 
for downtown.”
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David Ewing picks up a slice of macaroni pizza for a customer at Mesa on Wednesday. “The golden macaroni slices are the best,” he said. “People 
want that carby, cheesy Mac & Cheese.”

CARBING UP

FOOD
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Public Library ponders removing fines
The Iowa City Public Library might dispense with fines on children’s and young-adult materials in an effort to increase access.

BY CALEB MCCULLOUGH
caleb-mccullough@uiowa.edu

Library fines are often por-
trayed as teaching responsi-
bility and civic duty, and they 
provide a revenue source for 
libraries. However, some crit-
ics say they impose an undue 
burden on those most vulner-
able in the community. 

To address the issue, the 
Iowa City Public Library 
is considering eliminat-
ing fines on children’s and 
young-adult material, start-
ing in fiscal 2020, in an effort 
to increase access.

Fines and fees made up 
$143,358 of the library’s $6.1 
million in revenue in fiscal 
2018.

Eliminating fines is a grow-
ing trend across the nation, 
library children’s services co-
ordinator Angela Pilkington 
said. Additionally, she said, 
many small libraries in Iowa 
have never charged fines.

The Carnegie-Stout Public 
Library in Dubuque eliminat-
ed fines for a period of about 
six months in 2018 starting in 
July. Director Susan Henricks 
said the library saw a 16.7 per-

cent increase in number of 
card sign-ups for youths, as 
well as a 4 percent decrease in 
the number of accounts that 
were frozen because of fines. 

Henricks said the decision 
to eliminate fines was driven 
by a desire to eliminate bar-
riers and make the library a 
more accessible place. 

“If I get a fine, I’m middle 
class — it’s a slap on the wrist,” 
Henricks said. “Other people 
get a fine, it’s a barrier to ac-
cess.” 

The Dubuque library’s bud-
get constraints required it to 
reintroduce fines in January, 
but Henricks said she hopes 
the library will be able to re-
move fines permanently in the 
future. 

Like Dubuque’s library, the 
Iowa City facility hopes re-
moving the fines will increase 
access and encourage more 
people to use the library, Pilk-
ington said. By eliminating 
fines, the library hopes to 
make itself more available to 
low-income residents. 

“We have all walks of life 
coming in here,” Pilkington 
said. “And if their cards are 
locked at $10, a lot of times $10 

will buy a meal.” 
One reason the library chose 

to target children’s and teen’s 
materials was because, Pilk-
ington said, children aren’t 
necessarily responsible for re-
turning their books on time. 
Their parents take them to the 
library, and their parents are 
responsible for keeping track 
of due dates. 

“They have no concept of 
time, they have no concept 
of money … If there’s a fine 
on a child’s card, it’s because 
of the adult in their life that 
brought them here,” Pilking-
ton said.

The library has worked to-
ward the fine-free goal for a 
while. The Bookmobile, a mo-
bile library service that makes 
stops at elementary schools 
and other Iowa City areas, 
doesn’t have fees on children’s 
and young-adult materials. 
Additionally, digital items at 
the library have no fines. 

Most items at the library 
carry a fine of 25 cents per 
day, and patrons are unable 
to check out items if their 
cards have accumulated fines 
of more than $10. If fines are 
eliminated, Pilkington said, 

patrons would still be charged 
for lost or damaged items.

The library’s decision de-
pends on the approval of the 
city’s fiscal 2020 budget, which 
will be decided on March 12. 

The funding for the lost 

revenue would come from the 
city’s racial-equity tool kit, Io-
wa City Assistant City Manag-
er Ashley Monroe said. The ra-
cial-equity tool kit is a process 
the city uses to identify pro-
grams or policies that can have 

an effect on equity in the city.
“The City Council is sup-

portive of programs that pro-
mote equity and inclusion in 
our community, so this direct-
ly ties to the strategic plan,” 
Monroe said.

Alyson Kuennen/The Daily Iowan
Junior fiction sit on shelves at the Iowa City Public Library on Feb. 5. The library hopes to get rid of fines on 
children’s and young-adult material to increase includion.
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Members listen to a presentation during a Staff Council meeting in the University Capitol Center on Wednesday.



Iowa City School Super-
intendent Stephen Murley 
said he has a problem with 
numerous proposed pieces 
of legislation that would 
make it legal for individu-
als to carry loaded firearms 
on school property. It is 
currently illegal without 
special permission from a 
school district.

The legislation is aimed 
at parents who may be in 
a profession that requires 
them to have firearms — 
under the 
p r o p o s a l , 
they could 
legally have 
firearms in 
their vehi-
cles when 
d r o p p i n g 
off their 
children at 
school.

“I would 
prefer to 
keep all guns 
off campus,” Murley said. 
“We don’t have them in 
Iowa City, but unless it’s 
a school resource officer 
who’s been invited into the 
school by the School Board, 
I would say no.”

Iowa City West High 
Principal Gregg Shoultz 
said he would like to see 
more vocal support from 
state and local officials for 
a unified threat-assess-
ment program that would 
address mental health and 
bullying in order to iden-
tify students who may po-
tentially make bad deci-
sions.

He said he supports 
measures to 
p h y s i c a l l y 
fortify his 
school but 
noted there 
are some 
p h y s i c a l 
m e a s u r e s , 
such as arm-
ing teachers 
with fire-
arms, that 
he does not 
support.

“If you 
flood the school with 
guns, you will flood the 
school with gun accidents 
…” Shoultz said. “There 
are many measures that 
we need such as being 
able to do valid assess-
ments — threat-test as-
sessments.” 

He said his school im-
plemented the “Sandy 
Hook Promise,” meaning 
there are no consequenc-
es for students to report 
what they feel could be 
threats.

“That system certainly 
does a lot more to prevent 
violence in school than 
shooting the person when 
they come through the 
door,” Shoultz said.

Murley said the School 
District distributes an an-
nual survey to students 
and faculty to measure how 
safe they feel in school. 
The overall trend has been 
upward, he said, meaning 
that students and faculty 
feel safer at school.

Rep. Matt Windschitl, 
R-Missouri Valley, who 
proposed a bill that aims 
to amend the state Con-
stitution to recognize peo-
ple’s right to bear arms, 
said he has not supported 
any gun-control legisla-
tion filed by the minority 
party.

In regard to the bill that 
would allow people to con-
ceal-carry in the parking 
lots of schools, Windschitl 
said there are law-abiding 
citizens who do not real-
ize that it’s a felony, and he 

believes requiring people 
to remove their firearms 
would create a more dan-
gerous situation.

Windschitl said the Leg-
islature is working on ex-
tending the SAVE Penny 
fund, which allocates fund-
ing for infrastructure pro-
grams in public schools by 
setting aside one-sixth of 
Iowa’s 6 cent sales tax until 
2050.

The bill to extend the 
sales tax, which is slated 
to expire in 2030, never 
made it to a Senate vote 
last year.

“My gut reaction is I be-
lieve that the SAVE Penny 

extension is something 
that will happen this year, 
and it will have some of 
those safety measures and 
opportunities in there for 
the school districts,” Wind-
schitl said.

Mark Dohmen, the su-
perintendent of the North 
Cedar School District, 
said the SAVE Penny bill 
has provided the school 
funding for such things as 
additional video cameras 
and what the state has in 
place has worked for his 
district.

Unlike the Iowa City 
schools, Dohmen said, 
North Cedar hadn’t seen a 

surge of political activity.
City High Princi-

pal John Bacon said the 
shooting in Parkland re-
affirmed the School Dis-
trict’s commitment to up-
dating security measures, 
though district officials 
said for safety reasons, 
the district would prefer 
The Daily Iowan  not cite 
specific measures.

West High was slated to 
receive security updates 
similar to those of City 
High and will implement 
them in the next couple of 
years.

“We used to just be wide 
open during the day, and 
we now have a secure en-
trance after the school day 
starts,” Bacon said. “We are 
in a much better place than 
we were a few short years 
ago.”

Bacon said Iowa City 
is one of the few districts 
without a school-resource 
officer because of a lack of 
funding.

Now, a year after City 
and West students orga-
nized a walkout in protest 
of gun laws currently in 

place at federal and state 
levels, Brady said she has 
noticed some of her peers 
are not paying as close at-
tention to the gun-safety 
conversation in the year af-
ter Parkland.

“It’s frustrating because 
there’s nothing more im-
portant than defending 
those around you — those 
who are trying to gain an 
education with you,” Brady 
said.

Formed just four days af-
ter the Parkland shooting, 
a group called Students 
Against School Shootings 
became a hub of activism at 
City and West.

Brady said 
a “random, 
p a n i c k e d 
group of stu-
dents” from 
City and 
West had the 
idea to orga-
nize walk-
outs shortly 
after Park-
land through 
a group chat.

“The dis-
belief would build up, and 
then I would realize that 
this is actually how the 
country is, so the only thing 
that you can do is to act,” 
Brady said.

In the months after 
Parkland, she said, Stu-
dents Against School 
Shootings raised mon-
ey for affected families 
through benefit concerts, 
met with state officials 
in Des Moines, and spent 
time with student advo-
cates from Parkland.

Chip Hardesty, a retired 
lawyer and City High hall 
monitor, said this is the 
most politically active he 

has seen stu-
dents since 
he started 
working at 
City High in 
2005.

H a r d e s t y 
said when 
he and the 
faculty went 
through ac-
t i v e - s h o o t -
er training 
with the 
Iowa City 

police, he was the first one 
“shot” in the simulation 
while at his post as a lunch-
room supervisor.

However, he said, he 
does not come to work 
expecting something like 
that to happen, but it is a 
possibility.

“You are alert in your sur-
roundings in a way I sup-
pose I wasn’t quite as alert 
before,” Hardesty said.

City High senior Josefi-
na Frisina said Students 
Against School Shootings 
has been able to keep con-
versations about gun safe-
ty relevant in the school. 
However, she said, the 
conversation has faded 
out in the overall commu-
nity.

“They just find some-
thing else in the news to get 
really riled up about, when 
in reality you should stay 
a consistent course with 
something like gun safety 
because so many children 
died,” Frisina said.

Ali Borger-Germann, 
who has been a City High 
teacher for 11 years, said 
the students involved in 

Students Against School 
Shootings were able to 
open up a conversation 
about gun safety not just 
in the school but in the 
broader community.

“It’s not their problem 
— it really isn’t. It’s some-
thing adults should have 
solved,” Borger-Germann 
said. “They should be pro-
tecting kids, and we’re not, 
so shame on us but bravo 
for them.” 
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Burgers
and

Beers

HOT WINGS (10)  

BIG BEERS (32 oz.)  

$350
$350

Thur - Sat, Feb 14-16 • 11am-9pm

Cheers to 35 Years!

BURGER
BASKET
w/FRIES

$3 50

118 E. Washington • Never A Cover

35th BIRTHDAY

FREE
B-Day Cake!

*eat in only • some restrictions
V E S P A L E G S S P O T S
A S K E W A V O N A R N I E
N S Y N C R A T E N O B E L
C A P T O R I N H A N D U R L
E Y E M I A K A R A T

B E A T T H E R A P T O R
R A T I O N W A R Y P O L O
A L I G N B I T S S E N D S
C O M A E A C H O C A S E Y
K E E P I T R E A L T O R

B E N T O A T F G I G
T H O C A N T O R O F C O R N
O O M P H E A S Y S O F I A
A B B I E S C A N A M E N S
D O S E D S T Y X T O R A H

SCHOOLS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
City High Principal John Bacon poses for a portrait on Wednesday.

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Hall monitor Chip Hardesty poses for a portrait at City High on Wednesday.

‘The disbelief would build up, and then I would 
realize that this is actually how the country is, 

so the only thing that you can do is to act.’
— Estie Brady, City High senior

‘We used to just be wide open during the day, 
and we now have a secure entrance after the 

school day starts. We are in a much better 
place than we were a few short years ago.’

— John Bacon, City High principal

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Students leave after school at City High on Wednesday.



For many of us, Valentine’s 
Day is a day to celebrate the ones 
we love — a day to scramble for 
last-minute Hallmark cards and 
obnoxiously oversized stuffed 
teddy bears.

But for the family and friends 
of 17 Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High students and staff, this day 
of love is a somber reminder of 
the ones they lost. 

One year ago on this day, 
Feb. 14, 19-year-old Nikolas Cruz 
opened fire at a Parkland, Flori-
da, school, killing 17 and injuring 
countless others. 

The massacre, understand-
ably, sparked a national outrage 
— rekindling questions about 
legislation, or the lack thereof, 
passed after the 1999 Columbine 
High School Shooting. The 2007 
Virginia Tech Shooting. And the 
2012 Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting, just to name a 
few. 

To me, today is a day to re-
flect on what’s been done, what 
hasn’t been talked about, and 

what I can do, as an Iowa-regis-
tered voter, to ensure that I help 
elect individuals who won’t con-
tinue this sickly cycle.

So, Iowans, what would you 
say is the biggest step our lead-
ers have taken to ensure school 
safety?

To me, the most important 
step in ensuring progression is 
bipartisanship. (Spoiler alert: 
finger-pointing doesn’t have too 
high of a success rate.)

That being said, the School 
Safety Bill is a bipartisan bill 
that was sponsored by then-
Utah Republican Sen. Orrin 
Hatch, and co-sponsored by 
Iowa’s Sens. Joni Ernst and 
Chuck Grassley — who were 
just two names on a long list of 
senatorial support. 

The bill is intended to train 
and educate students and staff 
on ways to identify problematic 
behavior,  to improve structure 
in schools, to hone crisis inter-
vention, and to facilitate com-
munications between schools 
and law enforcement — it 
passed the House 407-10, and 
even gained the support of Pres-
ident Donald Trump. 

The bipartisan effort, as 
Democratic Minnesota Sen. 
Amy Klobuchar said, is just one 
part of the solution. 

And yeah, she’s right.
On both sides, there’s a con-

tinuous discussion as to how to 
stop the bad guy. 

That is a common goal. 
This piece of legislation high-

lights the obvious: No one wants 
students fearing for their lives. 

Of all the mass shootings our 
nation has experienced (wow, 
what a sad, 21st-century truth), 
schools seem to be a common 
thread. And with the legal, state 
obligation a parent or guard-
ian holds to educate her or his 
child, these continuous spurts of 
deadly rampages create an un-
speakable burden. 

I mean, are these kids safe?
When I chose to discuss the 

one-year anniversary of this hei-
nous event, I undoubtedly held 
an urge to come out swinging, to 
do nothing but yell at my party’s 
opposition for failing to do what 
I felt is their part. 

But although I realize 
“Thoughts and Prayers” just 
simply aren’t enough, and while 
I do realize holding politicians 
accountable is a must in all re-
spects, I also realize the students 
who survived this monstrosity, 
who spearheaded the influential 
March for Our Lives, aren’t just 
clenching their fists and drown-
ing out their naysayers with ar-
gument, they’re actually … com-
municating. They’re facilitating 
a conversation — so we can end 
this cycle, together. 

So that these 17 senseless 
deaths, and the other senseless, 
preventable deaths before them 
need not be in vain.
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Where are gun laws now, 
one year after Parkland?
Today marks the one-year anniversary of the Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School massacre. What have we done since then?

Depend on Dunkin’ for 
better daily value

The Daily Iowan runs on 
Dunkin’ — or, at the very 
least, this managing editor 
does.

Dunkin’ is such a cor-
nerstone of my life that I’m 
taking a break from report-
ing on the University of 
Iowa administration and 
the latest higher-education 
funding woes to argue that 
Dunkin’ is the superior cof-
fee company.

My relationship with cof-
fee — now the blood that 
runs through my veins — 
started with Dunkin’. For 
the longest time, I thought 

the only coffee-filled bev-
erage I could tolerate was a 
Starbucks Frappuccino — 
yes, those overpriced coffee 
slushees. I’m as appalled as 
you are.

But then, I embraced my 
hometown Dunkin’.

It was fall 2013 when I 
tried iced coffee for the first 
time. I opted to sample the 
seasonal pumpkin flavor 
swirl, and with one sip, life 

as I knew it had changed for-
ever. (The seasonal flavors 
straight slap, by the way. Go 
try a Girl Scouts flavor swirl. 
Starbucks could never.)

Coffee from any fine 
Dunkin’ establishment is 
sweeter, cheaper, and just 
plain better. Dunkin’ offers 
happy hour every day, unlike 
Starbucks, but the coffee is 

sure to make you just as hap-
py no matter what hour you 
purchase it.

And Dunkin’ basically pays 
customers to keep coming 
back. Under its DD Perks 
rewards program, members 
get a free drink every 200 
points, which are accrued af-
ter spending $40, along with 
a number of other deals for 
food and beverages. Mean-
while, Starbucks Rewards 

offers members two stars 
for every $1 spent, and it 
takes 125 points to earn a free 
drink, meaning customers 
have to spend more than $60 
before receiving their free 
beverage.

The deals, the doughnuts, 
and the delicious coffee — 
it’s no surprise so many of us 
depend on Dunkin’.

Coffee serves as fuel for students and journalists alike. Two DI 
staffers spill the tea on where they get their caffeine fix and why.
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POINT/COUNTERPOINT

Starbucks is the healthier, 
more consistent option

As the day begins, I long 
for caffeine in its most sa-
cred form: coffee. There-
fore, I choose to go to Star-
bucks. Starbucks provides 
me with a variety of coffee 
roasts and drinks to choose 
from, an array of healthy 
snacks and a consistent 
product that I can elect as 
my “go-to” drink (yes Amer-
icano, that means you). Not 
to mention the fact that 
Starbucks is located all over 

the country with numerous 
locations in many cities. Al-
low me to elaborate. 

When I think of a great 
place that I frequently in-
dulge in, coffee-wise, I want 
consistency, variety and 
quality. Starbucks is steady 
in always giving me a superb 
drink at the perfect tempera-
ture with just enough room 
for milk. Moreover, it is con-
sistent in spelling my name 

wrong, but hey, that’s part of 
the fun. I appreciate its de-
pendability of drink quality 
and service.

In addition to fabulous 
coffee, Starbucks has deli-
cious healthy snacks, such 
as almonds, fruit, or an egg-

white breakfast wrap, that 
aren’t available at other well-
known coffee shops (the ones 
with varieties of doughnuts.) 
While it does have sweets, 
and tasty sweets at that, its 
food options are not limited 
to just pastries or some sort 
of fast food. As a busy student 
who frequently needs healthy 
snacks on the go, Starbucks 
supplies me with great op-
tions at a nice convenience.

As the semester drags on, 
and caffeine cravings persist, 
and you are ponder which 
coffee chain to splurge in, I 
highly recommend you con-
sider Starbucks for its superb 
snacks and consistent good 
quality coffee.

The coffee debate:
Dunkin’ or Starbucks?

David Santiago/Miami Herald/TNS 
Mourners bring flowers as they pay tribute on Feb. 25, 2018 at a memorial for the victims of the shooting at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School.

MARISSA PAYNE
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

MADELEINE NEAL
madeleine-neal@uiowa.edu

“I was walking alone one day, and 
it was super cold outside, so I came in 
here ... I really like that we’re in a loft 
area, and there’s a window that looks 

out, and they have really good chai 
lattes. I think it was one that I found 
and I was comfortable in. It’s a pretty 
quiet level up here, too. And it smells 
like books. So, that’s why I’m here.”

“I like the chaos in here; I 
listen to heavy music, so I just 

kind of like the energy, the vibe 
in here.”

“I’m meeting with a friend to work 
on a homework assignment, and 

our original plan was Prairie Lights, 
but that doesn’t open until 10. So, we 
picked here, but I would have prob-
ably picked here first, but it’s usually 
kind of hard to find seats. I like the 
coffee here, so I decided to give it a 

try after Prairie Lights wasn’t open.”

KATHERINE HETH: PRAIRIE LIGHTS
UI junior

BERTHA MAHAMA: JAVA HOUSE
UI senior

“Every Tuesday my friend, Sarah, 
and I get coffee here at 12:30. It has 

really great chicken salad sandwiches 
here. This is just generally a pretty re-

laxed vibe, and the owner of this coffee 
shop is like the cutest woman ever, and 
I just think she’s so nice, and everybody 
who works here is incredibly nice and 

makes you feel like a person.”

DANIELLE KAPLAN: T.SPOONS
UI junior

“First of all, it’s the closest one to 
my class at 9:30 and the weather is 
terrible. Second of all, food-wise — 
for breakfast food — I prefer Cor-
tado over the other coffee shops. I 

think it has the best food out of any 
coffee shop in Iowa City. I like that 
it’s a local business, too. The staff is 

really friendly; so is the owner.”

GINA MOSTAFA: CORTADO
UI senior

ALEC MATHER: STARBUCKS
UI senior

Why is your coffee shop the best in Iowa City?
IN THEIR OWN WORDS

The Daily Iowan went to five coffee shops in Iowa City — Prairie Lights, Java House, Cortado, T.Spoons and Starbucks  — to find 
out why these Hawkeyes chose their favorite java spot.

‘Starbucks is steady in always giving me 
a superb drink at the perfect temperature 

with just enough room for milk.’

‘Coffee from any fine Dunkin’ establishment is 
sweeter, cheaper, and just plain better. Dunkin’ 
offers happy hour every day, unlike Starbucks.’

ZOHAR NADLER
zohar-nadler@uiowa.edu



feel pretty good about it.”

Trace Hoffman — right-hand-
ed junior

Hoffman transferred to the 
Hawkeye program this offsea-
son from Southeastern Com-
munity College. He comes in 
after leading the country with 
13 saves during his sophomore 
season.

“He’s here for that very rea-
son,” Heller said. “We recruited 
Trace to come in and stabilize 
the losses in the back end of the 
bullpen.”

During his sophomore sea-
son, he finished with a 3-3 re-
cord and a 2.60 ERA in 34.2 in-
nings pitched.

The season prior, the Cas-
cade native had 13 saves, rank-
ing second in the nation. He 
had a 2.00 ERA.

Jason Foster — right-handed 
senior

Foster, a redshirt senior 
from Wright State, enters the 
program with three seasons 

of in-game experience under 
his belt (he redshirted his 
sophomore season with the 
Raiders).

The Grove City, Ohio, na-
tive had 39 appearances at the 
mound in which he recorded 
a 3.40 ERA and held opposing 
hitters to a .236 batting aver-
age. Last season, he notched 21 
strikeouts and a 3.02 ERA.

Foster earned second team 
All-Horizon League honors 
during his redshirt sophomore 
season with Wright State.

Grant Leonard — right-hand-
ed junior

Last season, Leonard fin-
ished with a 2-1 record, ap-
peared in 21 games, finished 
with a pair of saves, and had a 
4.64 ERA.

“Grant has really improved 
on some of his pitches, and he 
had a good year for us last sea-
son,” Heller said.

Leonard gave up 29 hits 
during his 21.1 innings. He tal-
lied 23 strikeouts as well.

What Leonard has working 
for him is his familiarity in the 
system. Now in his third year 
with the Hawkeyes, Leonard 
has shown the ability to win in 
the clutch. The Mokena, Illinois, 

native threw a perfect ninth in-
ning on the road against No. 22 
Illinois on March 30, 2018, to 
earn his first save.

Ben Probst — right-handed 
sophomore

Probst and Shimp aren’t 
traditional closers for Iowa, 
but they could be used in the 
scenario should Heller elect to 
do so.

“Then we could go complete-
ly different direction as things 
shake out if we choose to with 
Probst … and Shimp,” Heller 
said.

Last season, the Urbandale 
native appeared in 16 games. 
Probst finished with a 4.35 ERA, 
a 1-0 record, and 21 strikeouts 
in his 20.2 innings pitched.

Kyle Shimp — left-handed 
junior

Shimp had a rocky sopho-
more season, finishing with a 
10.24 ERA in nine games. He 
also suffered an injury that kept 
him out for the last two months 
of the season. 

Heller said Schimp struggled 
with confidence in the strike 
zone when healthy last season, 
but a promising offseason has 

the coach ready for a fresh start.
“I think Kyle has done all the 

work,” Heller said. “In the in-
door sessions, he’s been really 
solid — his velocity is back up, 
breaking ball is better, change 
up is better, and it’s just a mat-

ter of him going out and doing 
it, taking it to the field … If he 
can have the kind of year we all 
know he can, that’s really going 
to help the team.”

Schimp has proven before 
that he can be effective. As a 

freshman, he finished with a 
5-1 record and a 3.18 ERA. He 
appeared in 18 games and al-
lowed just 18 hits while striking 
out 26 batters.

“Sky’s the limit for Kyle,” 
Heller said.
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all of the previous victories 
coming by 15 or more points. 
With a ranked matchup 
against Maryland looming 
next week, a similar win 
over Illinois would give Iowa 

timely momentum.
“We have two home games 

[this week],” head coach Lisa 
Bluder said. “That feels really 
good. We’ve had three con-
vincing wins in a row with 
two on the road. I feel like 
our team is clicking now.”

Though Iowa has had suc-
cess in recent weeks, it will 
most likely be without one of 

its veteran guards, Makenzie 
Meyer. Two younger guards, 
Tomi Taiwo and Alexis Sevil-
lian, have filled her shoes.

Taiwo saw some of her 
most minutes of the season 
in the team’s win over Mich-
igan State, recording 1 steal 
and 2 assists. The coaching 
staff has been happy with 
her production, and she is 

expected to be a key player 
in the future.

“We’ve been encouraging 
[Taiwo],” Gustafson said. 
“All of us believed in her 
from the start. She’s a great 
player. It’s really exciting to 
see her in this role, and she’s 
been embracing it.”

The focus now, though, is 
Gustafson.

The accolades have been pil-
ing up for the senior, and she 
has responded with dominant 
performances. She’s put up at 
least 25 points in each of her 
last seven games, and all but 
one of those have been paired 
with at least 10 boards.

“We know this is a special 
Megan with a special team, 
too,” Bluder said. “Megan 

has unbelievable talent, but 
she’s in a place with a great 
cast of characters. We cer-
tainly sit back and say this is 
something special.”

The team is clearly a special 
one, but it has been even more 
special at home. With only 
three home games left this sea-
son, the Iowa women want to 
remain perfect on home court.

BASKETBALL
CONTINUED FROM 6A

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM 6A

ment once in the last de-
cade; its 2009 appearance 
ended with a loss in the 
NCAA regional. The last five 
years have been even rocki-
er, with its last winning sea-
son coming in 2013.

Gillispie, who now leads 
the program, relies on Io-
wa’s history and community 
to regain a winning culture.

Blevins and Gillispie 
have similar philosophies 
in this way: Both see impor-
tance in the storied history 
of Iowa softball, along with 
a strong sense of purpose 
in representing the state as 
a whole.

“As an Iowa native, [Gil-
lispie] knows the history 
of the program, and the 
importance of this sport in 
the state of Iowa,” Blevins 
said in a release. “She is a 
proven leader of successful 
programs, both on the field 

and in the overall develop-
ment of her players.”

Gillispie, who boasts 
seven NCAA regional ap-
pearances in her career, 
approaches the Hawkeye 
program in a similar way. 
Though she’s successful-
ly coached at other places, 
every program is unique 
and presents different 
challenges. She uses every 
bit of the Iowa name to her 
advantage, in much of the 
same way Blevins did.

“We’re playing for such 

an important state, we’re 
playing for the state of Io-
wa,” Gillispie said. “You 
always see ‘Fight for Iowa.’ 
This is what we’re all about. 
Fight for our communi-
ty. It’s getting that culture 
back and understanding 
that you’re not alone. We’re 
here to do a job.”

With the history of the pro-
gram in mind, another em-
phasis is on the community.

For Gillispie, giving 
pride to Iowa fans on the 
softball diamond means 

keeping Iowa natives in 
Hawkeye uniforms. Last 
season’s team featured not 
even half of the squad call-
ing Iowa home, so Gillispie 
wants to give her program 
homegrown roots.

“Our first priority was 
to keep Iowa kids in Iowa,” 
she said.

She did not have many 
scholarships to give out this 
season but still made her 
mark in recruiting. She has 
attracted some of the state’s 
top community-college and 

high-school recruits.
Beyond coaching phi-

losophy and program re-
building, Gillispie gives off 
an aura that makes players 
want to play for her. This 
won over the Iowa players 
she inherited, so it’s easy 
to think it will help her win 
over sought-after recruits.

It may not be a fast climb 
for the program. But with 
an ideology that can only 
be compared with that of 
Blevins, winning is almost 
inevitable.

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 6A

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Kyle Shimp pitches against Loras at Banks Field on March 21, 2018. The Hawkeyes defeated the Duhawks, 6-4.



Hawkeye baseball players 
earn Big Ten Preseason 
Honors

Three Iowa baseball players 
were named to the Big Ten 

Preseason 
Honors list, 
the conference 
announced 
Wednesday. 
Among the 
conference’s 
strongest 
preseason 
players were 

senior Cole McDonald, senior Chris 
Whelan, and sophomore Jack 
Dreyer.

McDonald, who is expected to 
be Iowa’s Friday night starting 
pitcher, put up strong numbers a 
year ago, posting a 3.23 ERA and 
52 strikeouts. The right-hander 
started 11 games and went 3-2. 
McDonald was even stronger in 
conference play, posting a 2-0 
record with a 3.00 ERA.

Whelan is the strongest 
returning hitter for the Hawkeyes. 
The infielder hit .308 last season 
with 48 hits and 4 doubles. His .410 
slugging percentage was the third 
highest on last season’s team.

Dreyer was a freshman last 
season, but he still had the poise 
of a veteran. The left-hander 
appeared in 14 games a year ago, 
posting a season ERA of 3.69. His 
four starts were even better with a 
3-1 record and a 2.95 ERA.

The Big Ten also announced the 
top six places in the coaches’ poll. 
Minnesota was picked to finish 
first, and Iowa was not among the 
schools named.

Iowa’s season will kick off this 
weekend in Kissimmee, Florida.

“[Gustafson] 
has unbelievable 
talent, but she’s 
in a place with 
a great cast of 
characters. We 
certainly sit 
back and say 
this is something 
special.

— Iowa women’s 
head coach Lisa 

Bluder on her 
team’s success 

this season

HAWKEYE UPDATES
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Iowa women’s 
basketball is 
12-0 in Carver 
this season.

David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan
Iowa forward Megan Gustafson fights through defenders against Michigan State on Feb. 7 in Carver-Hawkeye. The Hawkeyes defeated the Spartans, 86-71, and Gustafson 
led all scorers with 41 points. 
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12-0

McDonald

Hawkeyes love that 
perfect home cooking

Women’s Basketball 
Big Ten Standings

1.  Maryland 
2. Iowa
3. Rutgers
4. Michigan State
5. Purdue
6. Michigan
7. Northwestern
8 . Minnesota
9 . Nebraska
10. Ohio State
11. Indiana
12. Penn State
13. Wisconsin
14. Illinois

BY PETE MILLS
peter-mills@uiowa.edu

Iowa women’s basketball (19-5, 10-3 Big Ten) 
is 12-0 on its home court this season, and Illi-
nois (10-4, 2-11) will try to challenge the streak 
tonight.

It’s the second meeting between the two 
teams. The first, on Jan. 20, ended with a com-
plete Hawkeye victory, 94-75. The Hawkeyes, 
who have won five of their last six, dismantled 

the Illini in that meeting. 
Along with a typically formidable showing 

from Megan Gustafson, the Iowa guards had 
a strong outing. Tania Davis and Kathleen 
Doyle combined for 36 points and 9 assists. The 
Hawkeyes were 11-for-22 from 3-point range, 
marking one of their best contests on the sea-
son.

Iowa — led by Gustafson — also claimed 38 
boards to Illinois’ 21.

Strong post play is a trait of Illinois. Senior 

Alex Wittinger leads the Illini from down low in 
scoring and in rebounds. She’s second in the Big 
Ten in blocked shots this season and slapped 
back 4 shots against the Hawkeyes on Jan. 20.

Illinois won its most recent game against 
Wisconsin with a strong showing from Witting-
er, who put up a double-double — 24 points and 
12 rebounds.

Iowa will defend its 12-0 Carver-Hawkeye 
record and a three-game winning streak, with 

Iowa women’s basketball is 12-0 at home this season, and the Hawkeyes aim to remain perfect 
tonight with a matchup against Illinois at Carver-Hawkeye.

SEE BASKETBALL, 5A

Volleyball announces 
spring schedule

Hawkeye volleyball head coach 
Bond Shymansky announced the 
team’s 2019 spring schedule on 
Wednesday.

The team will open with 
a matchup against Drake on 
March 9 and will participate in a 
tournament in Omaha on March 
30.

The Hawkeyes will also take on 
Iowa State in Ames on April 6 and 
finish the spring season with a 
tournament at UNI on April 13.

The team finished off the 
regular season last fall with a 
15-16 overall, 7-13 in the Big Ten. 
Although many of the team’s 
biggest producers will graduate 
this spring, returning stars include 
hitter Cali Hoye and setter Brie Orr.

Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa pitcher Kyle Shimp poses for a portrait during baseball media day at the Hansen Football Performance Center on Feb. 8, 
2018. The Hawkeyes will begin this season on Friday, Feb. 15 against George Mason in Kissimmee, Florida.

Closing time for 
Hellerball begins

BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

With Iowa baseball’s season-opener on Friday, 
the Hawkeyes have their three starting pitchers nar-
rowed down: Cole McDonald for Friday, Jack Dreyer 
for Saturday, and Grant Judkins for Sunday.

What head coach Rick Heller doesn’t have, 
though, is a go-to closer on the mound.

But he’s got plenty of choices. 
“This will be the first time in a while that we don’t 

have an experienced guy at the back end of the 

game, but I really feel like we’ve got some good op-
tions,” Heller said.

During baseball’s media day, Heller listed five 
names of players he thought could find their way 
into that spot: Trace Hoffman, Jason Foster, Grant 
Leonard, Ben Probst, and Kyle Shimp.

“We probably [have] the best depth we’ve had 
in the time I’ve been here,” Heller said. “But also, 
the first time with nobody that’s been out there 
when the lights were on. It’ll shake out for us. I 

BY PETE MILLS
peter-mills@uiowa.edu

As it rebuilds, Iowa softball looks to a 
new philosophy to reach the mountaintop. 
First-year head coach Renee Gillispie uses 
community and the program’s history in 
hopes of creating a juggernaut.

But is this a new philosophy?
Gayle Blevins, a two-time National Coach 

of the Year, built a softball 
dynasty in Hawkeye Land. 
The Hawkeyes appeared in 
the College World Series four 
times while she was at the 
helm and claimed five Big 
Ten titles.

Her tenure boasted a 
strong fan base and some of 

the nation’s top players, many of whom call 
Iowa home.

But that program has seen turbulent 
times in the past 10 years.

Iowa has only made the NCAA Tourna-

SEE SOFTBALL, 5A

History, 
community 
propel 
softball 
rebuilding

SEE BASEBALL, 5A

First-year head coach Renee 
Gillispie remembers Iowa 
softball’s history and the 
Hawkeye community as she 
seeks to bring the program 
back to the top.

With the season-opener just around the corner, Iowa baseball 
embarks on its quest to find its go-to closer.

Gillispie
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Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.
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DATING APPS SUCH AS TINDER, BUMBLE, AND 
GRINDR HAVE CHANGED THE DATING GAME 

FOREVER.

Sam, 23
2 miles away

The 21st Century 
Dating Game

I flip open the app in the early hours of the morning, 
unable to fall asleep. I’m greeted immediately with a 
20-something man in light-wash denim and camo 
hat, holding a large fish. Two miles away. A swipe 
left, and a girl with warm brown eyes, wavy hair, and 
… a boyfriend hanging around her shoulders. Ugh, 
swipe left. Swipe after swipe, everyone from familiar 
faces in bars to coworkers to close friends file through, 
everyone looking for everything from a quick hookup 
to real love.

The popularity of dating applications has sky-
rocketed in recent years, with the mother of all 
dating apps, Tinder, kicking off in 2012. The app, 
as of last year, has an estimated 50 million users, 
according to TechCrunch. Apps such as Tinder, 
Bumble, OkCupid, Coffee Meets Bagel, Hinge, 
Grindr, and Her offer a massive landscape for 
people to find people, with some catering to 
specific groups, like LGBTQ individuals, or apps 

such as Farmers Only or Christian Mingle.
According to the Pew Research Center, as of 

2016, nearly 1 in 5 18-24 year olds used dating 
apps. This shift in how young adults find love, or 
at least hookups, has changed the dating game 
forever. 

For some, dating apps have ended in real re-
lationships. University of Iowa sophomore Ma-
laika Kigen used her former Tinder account to 
find her boyfriend of seven months, Nick. She 
downloaded both Bumble and Tinder with the 
purpose of finding someone to date.

“We were talking for two weeks — about ev-
erything,” she said. “We decided to go to B-Bops; 
it was a new place for us. We were both very shy, 
but I ended up talking the whole time because 
that’s what I do. My friends came with, not with 
us, but they came and sat near us to make sure I 
wasn’t going to get kidnapped, or murdered, or 

something. We ended up staying there for four 
hours talking.”

Kigen and Nick began dating one month fol-
lowing the initial date. She said that the dating 
app has some benefits when it comes to social 
interaction.

“It might be easier online dating, because you 
don’t have to go out of your way to talk to some-
one and just say, ‘Hey,’ ” Kigen said. “Going af-
ter people in person is a little scarier. [Tinder] 
makes the playing field easier. It may be easier 
to get to know the person in person, though.”

On the other end of the relationship spec-
trum, some individuals use dating apps solely 
in casual settings, not to find serious relation-
ships. UI junior Robby uses such apps as Tinder 
and Bumble on a casual basis.

“Tinder is for meeting new people with the 
idea of it being for romantic or sexual involve-
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Ariana Grande’s thank u, next

It would be remiss to not mention 
thank u, next as a massive album 
drop, especially following her Best 
Pop Album win at the Grammys with 
previous album Sweetener. thank u, 
next follows singles from the album 
“thank u, next” and “7 rings,” the lat-
er of which is surrounded by contro-
versy regarding the appropriation of 

black culture. The album as a whole marks a sound shift for Grande, 
with the songs having more of a sexy edge and laissez-faire feel 
than previous hits, which thematically feels like a hotter expansion 
of Dangerous Woman. It’ll be an interesting journey to see how 
Grande expands from here, and what drama — and bops — are 
in store.

Song pick: “ghostin”
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Using exclusive footage from World War I, They Shall Not Grow Old 
transports the viewers to the Belgian front. The documentary weaves 
interviews and transcripts to create an immersive experience. They 
Shall Not Grow Old has received critical acclaim, culminating with 
nominations for the BAFTA Awards and British Academy Film Awards.

OPENING MOVIE
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FILM
• COLD WAR,  3 & 7:45 P.M., FILMSCENE, 118 COLLEGE
• THE PICTURE SHOW:  SMALLFOOT, 3:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• 2019 OSCAR SHORTS — LIVE ACTION,  5:15 P.M., FILMSCENE
• 2019 OSCAR SHORTS — DOCUMENTARY,  6 P.M., FILMSCENE
• 2019 OSCAR SHORTS — ANIMATED, 9 & 9:45 P.M., FILMSCENE

MUSIC
• TONY MACALPINE, 6 P.M., GABE’S
• MILES NIELSEN AND THE RUSTED HEARTS, 6:30 P.M., MILL
• CHINESE GUZHENG RECITAL, 7:30 P.M., VOXMAN RECITAL HALL
• LUCA LUSH, 9 P.M., BLUE MOOSE, 211 IOWA
• SOULSHAKE, 10 P.M., GABE’S

MUSIC

• UI SHOWCASE,  6:30 P.M., VOXMAN CONCERT HALL
• RAHIM ALHAJ AND THE KONTRAS QUARTET, WITH CHRISTOPHER 
POLAN, 7 P.M., HANCHER 
• LIL PEEP TRIBUTE BAND: LIL WEEP AND THE CRYBABYS, 7 P.M., 
GABE’S
• LISSIE, 9 P.M., BLUE MOOSE 

THEY SHALL NOT GROW OLD

ALBUM PICK
— Joshua Balicki

— Naomi Hofferber

FILM
• 2019 OSCAR SHORTS — LIVE ACTION,  10:30 A.M. & 8:45 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• THEY SHALL NOT GROW OLD, 12:30, 3:30, 6:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• 2019 OSCAR SHORTS — ANIMATED,  1 & 9:15 P.M., FILMSCENE
• 2019 OSCAR SHORTS — DOCUMENTARY,  3 P.M., FILMSCENE
• BURNING, 6 P.M., FILMSCENE

FILM
• 2019 OSCAR SHORTS — LIVE ACTION, 10:30 A.M. & 10:45 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• THEY SHALL NOT GROW OLD, 12:30, 3:30, 6:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• 2019 OSCAR SHORTS — ANIMATED, 1 & 9 P.M., FILMSCENE
• 2019 OSCAR SHORTS — DOCUMENTARY, 3 P.M., FILMSCENE 
• BURNING, 6 P.M., FILMSCENE
• BIJOU AFTER HOURS: MORTAL KOMBAT: ANNIHILATION, 11 P.M., 
FILMSCENE

THEATER
• THE MAIDS, 8 P.M., THEATER B

SUNDAY 02.17

SATURDAY 02.16

Name: Ben Stoffer

Year: Senior

What's your fashion 
style?: 
It’s kind of hard to explain. 
When I find something I 
like, I build on that and 
match stuff with it. I’m 
feeling pink today.

Where do you usually 
shop?: 
Hollister a lot, Zara.

How has your fashion 
changed over the years?: 
It’s gotten more expensive, 
that’s for sure. I’m very 
brand loyal; if I find a brand 
I like, I stick with it.

If you could only shop at 
one place the rest of your 
life, where would it be?: 
Zara.

Naomi Hofferber/The Daily Iowan
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LITERATURE

• “LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS,” SUSAN STEINBERG, SPECTACLE, 7 
P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS, 15 S. DUBUQUE 

THEATER
• THE MAIDS, 8 P.M., THEATER BUILDING THEATER B

THEATER
• THE MAIDS, 2 P.M., THEATER B

FILM
• THEY SHALL NOT GROW OLD, NOON, 3, 6 P.M., FILMSCENE
• 2019 OSCAR SHORTS — ANIMATED, 12:30 & 8 P.M., FILMSCENE
• 2019 OSCAR SHORTS — LIVE ACTION,2:30 & 10 P.M., FILMSCENE
• 2019 OSCAR SHORTS —DOCUMENTARY, 5 P.M., FILMSCENE
• BURNING, 9 P.M., FILMSCENE

THEATER
• THE MAIDS, 8 P.M., THEATER B

DI
MISCELLANEOUS

• SECOND CITY,  8 P.M., ENGLERT, 221 WASHINGTON

MUSIC
•  GUEST MASTERCLASS, ZUILL BAILEY, 10 A.M., VOXMAN RECITAL HALL
• OBOE MASTERCLASS, DANE PHIIPSEN, NOON, 3403 VOXMAN
• UI JAZZ PERFORMANCES, 6:30 P.M., MILL, 120 E. BURLINGTON
• OUR FUNNY VALENTINE BURLESQUE, 7:30 P.M., GABE’S, 330 
WASHINGTON

DI
MISCELLANEOUS

• SECOND CITY,  8 P.M., ENGLERT
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ment. I don’t think I use them 
for anything different,” he 
said. “I take Bumble more 
seriously — the girl has to re-
spond, so if they’ve taken the 
time to respond to me, I’ll take 
that more seriously.”

Robby said whenever he has 
downtime in his day-to-day, 
he’ll open Tinder to see if he 
has any matches and to swipe 
on new potential matches.

“It’s nice because you 
don’t really have that in-per-
son anxiety that you get,” he 
said. “You get so lost in that 
moment that the moment is 
gone. Because it’s over text, 
it makes it easier to say what 
you want to say. I’m not super 
actively trying to hook up on 
Tinder, but if I have the op-
portunity, I’ll jump on it.”

A 2017 article in the Journal 
of Sociology titled “Liquid Love” 
argued that Tinder’s design is 
meant to take the stress out of 
dating and turn it into a type 
of game that doesn’t require a 
lot of time or investment.

“People [hook up], and it’s 
all good for them,” Kigen said. 
“What sucks is just like get-
ting ghosted, when the per-
son talks to you and stops. It 
messes with people’s self-es-
teem at times. Like, ‘What’s 
wrong with me, where’d they 
go?’ You were showing inter-
est, and they were, too, and 
then they’re gone, and you’re 
left questioning yourself.”

Karla Miller, a trauma ther-

apist with the Counseling 
Center of Iowa City and for-
mer director of Rape Victim 
Advocacy Program, said that 
while dating apps can help 
people find relationships that 
work out, there can also be 
a lot of problems with them 
when it comes to communi-
cating what level of relation-
ship both individuals want to 
have. 

“When you’ve got some-
body who does not have that 
goal [of a relationship], some-
one who’s just sort of skipping 
around, you can have a lot of 
mismatches, a lot of hurt, a lot 
of disappointment,” she said. 
“People feeling like they’re 
never going to find anybody, 
or, ‘Someone doesn’t find me 
attractive enough, because 
why doesn’t somebody date 
me more than a few times?’ ”

Miller stressed that com-
municating the goals of the 
relationship are important for 
users to avoid getting hurt, 
but that there can be vast mis-
communications over apps 
and online.

“You lose 85-95 percent 
of communication, which is 
nonverbal,” she said.  “I think 
people think speaking is the 
main form of communica-
tion, but it’s not, it’s the non-
verbal stuff that we do. When 
you can’t see that, you miss 
that ‘were they joking, were 
they mad, what were they do-
ing?’ and things like that.”

Additionally, when begin-
ning sexual relationships, 
Miller said, there are two 
types of sexual relationships, 
ones simply initiated out of 

interest that remain primari-
ly physical and ones in which 
individuals will have sex in 
order to bond intimately with 
another person. It is here 
where a lot of miscommuni-
cation can take place.

“You have to talk about that 
stuff, what you like and what 
you don’t like, and not just 
about sex,” she said. “If you 
have a question, ask it. ‘Are 
you interested in this or not?’ 
I think what stops people is 
the fear of rejection, that peo-
ple will say no. But you want 
to know that ahead of time, 
you don’t want to not ask that 
question just because you 
don’t want to hear no.”

Despite miscommunica-
tion, Miller said, some of the 
draw to dating apps is the en-
dorphin rush users can get.

“The beginning of a new 
relationship can be exciting, 
and all the chemicals that 
make you feel good are re-
leased. That can be very at-
tractive, and for some people 
very addicting,” she said. “But 
it can also go too far. If your 
happiness depends on how 
long it takes for that person to 
respond to you, that can be a 
problem. It’s like, ‘Oh my God, 
why haven’t they responded, 
what does it mean?’ It could 
just mean they’re busy.”

UI freshman Maya Penning 
said the validation of gaining 
new matches is a driving fac-
tor for using dating apps.

“[Dating apps] are super 
shallow now,” she said. “Like 
Tinder, I don’t feel like it 
should be under ‘dating apps,’ 
I feel like it should be under 

the ‘games apps.’ It’s not even 
a dating app anymore. People 
are just swiping and swiping; 
it’s for the satisfaction of get-
ting matches and knowing 
that you’re a valid person. You 
don’t message anyone; there’s 
no conversation.”

Many dating apps operate 
by allowing users to continu-
ously swipe through profiles, 
swiping left for those you ar-
en’t interested in and right 
for those you are. These pro-
files can have a good deal of 
information about the user 
but may just be a selection of 
photos.

“A lot of times, I’ll just blind-
ly swipe right-right-right, and 
not even look at them. I just 
want to see if they’ll match 
with me,” Penning said. “I was 
swiping through very fast. 
There was this nice guy, he 
looked attractive, and so we 
matched. He was like, ‘Damn, 
you’re curvy. You must have 
some mixed blood in you.’ 
I was like, ‘Please don’t say 
that. You’re cute, but you’re 
not worth it.’ I knew people 
were racist, but I didn’t think 
they were so blatantly racist. I 
ended up un-matching him, 
and I’ve stopped doing the 
swipe-sprees.”

Penning said she would 
never had talked to him if they 
had met organically. 

UI sophomore Brandon 
Mainock, who has used Bum-
ble, Tinder, and OkCupid, 
said that while initial matches 
are based on physical attrac-
tion, there can be some seri-
ous issues with it. 

“I do feel like it’s not hon-
est. You can always Photo-
shop, you can always maneu-
ver photos to get your best 
angles every single time,” he 
said. “It’s draining on the psy-
che. I view Tinder as more of 
a depressant on people. They 
look at themselves as not good 
enough, they dwindle them-
selves. It’s a societal construct 
that I don’t think should be 
out there. People don’t need 
to know that they’re bad. It’s 
really just hurting people’s 
pride.”

Mainock said that because 
of the way the system is set 
up, people’s personalities can 
be overlooked, and the focus 
is more based on physical 
looks.

“It was I think my third 
meet-up match, and she was 
more heavyset than what 
had been depicted and a bit 
shorter,” he said. “I didn’t 
really have a problem with 
it. I’m a very open-minded 
person, I’m not going to sit 

there and judge somebody on 
their physical appearance. But 
when the physical appearance 
is made out to be something 
different, the physical appear-
ance is meant to be sold as 
something else, that’s more of 
a problem ethically for me.”

While some apps have ver-
ification systems to make 
sure users are the people in 
the photos that they post, 
apps such as Tinder do not 
have that in place. While on 
the lighter side of things, it 
can lead to parody accounts 
for fictional or historical fig-
ures, on the other end of the 
spectrum, there can be conse-
quences.

Miller advised users to use 
caution with apps, because 
on these apps, people can be 
whoever they say they are, 
making catfishing a risk.

“It’s a predators’ play-
ground. It is,” she said. “Some-
one who is taking advantage 
of people or someone who has 

interpersonal problems can be 
out there doing whatever they 
want to do. To the extent to 
where you can have a dating 
service that is first and fore-
most concerned with security 
… that’s pretty important.”

Miller advises users to no-
tice any red flags that come up 
and to investigate anything 
that doesn’t feel right. She al-
so said that while dating apps 
are here to stay, they aren’t a 
replacement for in-person re-
lationship building.

“It’s important to realize that 
it’s not a replacement for face-
to-face personal relationships 
based on trust, genuineness, 
and compatibility,” she said. 
“It’s fine to meet people that 
way, and if that’s all you want 
to do that’s cool, that’s fine. But 
I don’t think it’s a replacement 
for the face-to-face. We would 
really do well to have people 
learn how to begin a relation-
ship, to tell whether someone 
is trustworthy or not.”

DATING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Ghost: When someone you have gone 
out with at least once suddenly stops 
responding to all digital correspondence

Orbiting: When someone ghosts you 
but still interacts with your social-media 
accounts

Catfishing: When people’s photos and 
information on a dating app don’t reflect 
who they actually are

Cuffing Season: The late fall, early win-
ter, when individuals strike up relation-
ships in order to have someone around 
for the holidays and the colder weather 

Submarining: When someone ghosts for 
a long time, only to suddenly reappear

DATING APP
TERMINOLOGY

WHAT DATING APP IS FOR YOU?
Tinder: Free for all, recently rolled out Tinder U, just for university students

Grindr: For LGBTQ individuals, typically 

for LGBTQ men

Her: For LGBTQ women

Hinge: For finding matches from friends of friends on Facebook

Bumble: Similar to Tinder, but women must message first 

OkCupid: For finding more serious relationships rather 

than hookups
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THURSDAY’S SCHEDULE
DITV Crossover  8:45-9am

MERGE: Homeland to Heartland  12-1pm

Four Star Show  2-3pm

DJ Training  3:30-4:30pm

A Moment with Diviin  5-6pm

The 606  6-7pm

Stereocilia  9-11pm

Take Five! 11pm-12am

• • • WHAT’S HAPPENING TODAY • • •

Call Letters: KRUI  |  Frequency: 89.7MHz
Hours of Operations: 24 Hours a day

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 3A

SUBMIT AN EVENT
Want to see your special event appear here?  Email dicalendar@uiowa.edu with details.

• Guest Masterclass, Zuill Bailey, 10 a.m., Voxman Recital Hall

• Oboe Masterclass, Dane Phiipsen, noon, 3403 Voxman

• Que Bonita Mi Tierra: U.S. Latinx AIDS Activism, René Esparza, 4 p.m.

   704 Jefferson

• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Susan Steinberg, Spectacle, 7 p.m. Prairie

   Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

• Flute Valentine, Nicole Esposito and Flute Studio, 7:30 p.m., Voxman

   Recital Hall

• Cecilia Vicuña, Ida Beam Distinguished Visiting Professor, lecture,

   7:30 p.m., 240 Art West

• *The Maids*, 8 p.m., Theater Building Theater B
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Edited by Will Shortz No. 0110Crossword

14 What bears do in the market
22 “The Last Jedi” director Johnson
23 Not a single
28 Show up
29 Galoot
30 How this clue appears
30 How this clue appears
31 ___ yoga
32 Like some shoppes
33 Optimistic
34 Billiards need
35 It’s a relief
36 Ticking dangers
40 Margaret Thatcher, e.g., in her later years
41 Derides
43 James who sang at the opening of the 1984
             Summer Olympics
44 “Beetle Bailey” dog
46         Crept (along)
47 Need to speak
50 Many an intern
51 Skater Slutskaya
52 Grind, in a way
53 Mr. with a “Wild Ride” at Disneyland
54 Drifter
56 Savoir-faire
57 Anthem starter
58 Italy’s Lake ___
60 Pizza delivery

  Across
 1 Italian scooter
 6 Endurance
10 Glimpses
15 Like a necktie near the end of a long
              workday, maybe
16 Big name in cosmetics
17 Another nickname for the Governator
18 Bass group?
19 Give stars to
20 Prize that comes with 9 million kronor
21 Kidnapper who gets arrested?
24 Page listing
25 Once-over
26 Soccer player Hamm
27 Measure of purity
29 Win a one-on-one game against a
              Toronto hoops player?
34 Army allowance
37 Gun-shy
38 Spi�y top
39 Even up
40 Partner of pieces
41 Elates
42 Long time out?
43 Not altogether
44 Playwright Sean who wrote “The Plough
              and the Stars”
45 “I don’t want �this house after all”?
48 Japanese box meal
49 Group of tra�c cops, for short?
50 ___ economy
53 E’en if

55 Synagogue singer with hokey humor?
59 Pizazz
61 “No problem at all!”
62 Eastern European �capital
63 Ho�man who wrote “Steal This Book”
64 What photocopiers do
65 Church chorus
66 Gave a pill, say
67 River whose name comes entirely from the
              last eight letters of the alphabet
68 Sacred text … or your reaction upon �guring
              out this puzzle’s theme?

  Down
 1 Oklahoma’s ___ Air Force Base
 2 Attempt
 3 FaceTime alternative
 4 Con�ned, with “up”
 5 “You’ve got to be kidding me!”
 6 Mustang catcher
 7 “Dear ___ Hansen” (2017 Tony winner)
 8 Dark kind of look
 9 Some court wear
10 Oh, what an actress!
11 Tennis ___
12 Things in the backs of Macs
13 Theater seating info

A Russian gem on the UI campus 
Ekaterina Korzh is a UI metal-arts graduate student whose journeys across the world have brought her to Iowa. 
BY MADISON LOTENSCHTEIN
madison-lotenschtein@uiowa.edu

While traveling across Eu-
rope, South America, and the 
U.S., University of Iowa grad-
uate student Ekaterina Korzh 

extracts objects from around 
the world to mold into her 
artwork of making jewelry, or 
more specifically, rings.

The artist works with mixing 
precious material and non-pre-
cious material and focuses 

memory and landscape, which 
Korzh mostly refers to as mi-
cro-landscape.  

“I like to make something 
like micro-scene on the ring,” 
she said. “It doesn’t exist exactly 
anywhere. It’s a lot like memo-
ries from my trips and scenes 
from my imagination.”

Growing up in St. Peters-
burg, Russia, Korzh had a 
passion for being outside and 
making handmade toys. But 
when it came time to decide 
on her career, she decided to 
study geography and eventual-
ly earned a master’s degree in 
St. Petersburg. 

“When you’re young, you 
don’t know what you want to 
do,” Korzh said. “But especially 
in Russia, or anywhere really, 
being an artist doesn’t look like 
an economically structured fu-
ture.” 

She eventually made her 
way to the U.S. to pursue an-
other master’s degree at the 
University of Northern Iowa. 
For research, she journeyed to 
Colombia, where she attended 
her first art class. Her dormant 
passion for art had awakened 
once again, and Korzh exited 
geography, though not forever. 

“I chose geography based on 
my love for nature but had been 
struggling for most of my life 
not being able to create some-
thing,” Korzh said. “But I don’t 
regret my time spent in geogra-
phy. I’m living the dream; I can 
now make landscapes to form 
scenes on my rings.” 

Most of her pieces include 
beautiful stones and pieces of 
wood she’s encountered on 
backpacking trips across the 
world. Her most recent proj-
ect involves using a horse hair 
that she found in the south of 
Russia. Working with metal is 
a vital part of Korzh’s work. She 
describes metal as the structur-
al component of jewelry and 
knows how to use several tech-
niques in order to “solder the 
metal together.” 

Now pursuing a master’s de-
gree in jewelry and metal arts at 
the UI, Korzh teaches students 
jewelry-making courses while 
building a series of jewelry she 
could sell. She has succeeded 
in selling some pieces of jewel-
ry, but some side effects have 
emerged from such success. 

“I love making jewelry, but 
when one design gets really 
popular, I have to remake it 

over and over again, and I 
start to lose that passion for 

the particular piece,” Korzh 
said.  

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Hometown: St. Petersburg, Russia 

Year in School: Graduate student

Age: 29

Top artist she listens to: Natalia Lafourcade 

Dream place to live: Barichara, Colombia

Dream place to work: Amsterdam 

Favorite place for a late-night bite: Clinton Street 

Social Club 

Favorite movie:  Lord of the Rings 

Last song stuck in her head: “Selfish Love” (Jessie 

Ware)

Instagram: @korzhstudio

FAST FACTS

Contributed

Exploring hereditary mental illness
UI senior Katlynne Hummell’s art installation They fill you with the faults they had explores family mental illness.
BY HALEY TRIEM
haley-triem@uiowa.edu

A collection of art hangs in a 
staggered row on the wall, the 
pieces crowded with color and 
objects that one might expect 
to find in a junkyard. 

But to Katlynne Hummell, 
a University of Iowa senior 
pursuing a B.F.A. in painting, 
these photos depict a much 
more specific story: the per-
sonal story of what it is like to 
live in a family with hereditary 
mental illness.

“I draw found objects,” 
Hummell said. “All of the ob-
jects my father has accumu-
lated have been found from 
the trash. That’s why I wanted 
to use some photos from the 
past. A lot of my works are still 
lifes from my home because 
my parents are hoarders.”

Many of her pieces show the 
crowded spaces that she sees 
when she’s home. One in par-
ticular depicts a white vehicle 
trapped in a driveway by var-

ious objects, unorganized into 
one formidable mass.

“Representation of a space that 
I cannot fit in shows a car and 
crowded driveway,” Hummell 
said. “I see it both as a still-life 
and a family portrait, because 
when I look at it, I see toys 
from my childhood, the truck 
my parents drove, my mom’s 
camper. But I also see that the 
places I’ve dwelt upon have 
been filled with objects. When 
I was young, there were still 
things there, but I [had space 
to] play in the backyard. But 
since I’ve moved out, the mess 
in the house has spilled out 
and engulfed the entire struc-
ture.”

The pieces are not just im-
ages of accumulated trash. 
Some include tender mo-
ments between family mem-
bers, sometimes placed in 
these spaces.

“I have a piece called I am 
not the child my father raised, but 
he is the father who raised her, 
which is about familial love,” 

Hummell said. “It’s a portrait 
of my brothers and I when I 
was an infant. I have had sim-
ilar experiences with mental 
illness as my siblings. [That’s 
why] these paintings involve 
mental illness and the fact 
that it’s hereditary. My grand-
father had it, my father had it, 
I see it in my brothers and in 
their kids. I see it in myself.”

By working on these pieces, 
Hummell has had an opportu-
nity to reflect on her art pro-
cess and her own desire to de-
clutter the places she depicts.

“At the start, I was making 
these gouache paintings with 
a white border around them,” 
Hummell said. “Even though 
these objects had been found 
outside, I would take out the 
rust and leaves and dirt [in 
my paintings], and realized 
later that I was trying to orga-
nize it. I’ve stepped away from 
this and realized that I need 
to show the truth rather than 
organize it.”

By avoiding the very human 

urge to declutter, Hummell 
invites the audience to feel the 
discomfort of crowded spaces.

“I want the paintings to 
be overwhelming,” Hummell 
said. “I want you to have that 
sense of anxiety that I feel. I 
try to fill the canvas or the pa-
per entirely with bright colors 
and lots of objects. Some of 
them will have a board going 
straight through the image. 
I want you to feel like you’re 
falling into it or it’s falling on-
to you.”

While purposefully uncom-
fortable to view, Hummell’s 
pieces explore important 
themes involving the stigma 
surrounding mental health.

“It’s important to talk 
about mental health, because 
even though it’s so common, 
there’s a stigma to it, and there 
shouldn’t be,” Hummell said. 
“Most people have something. 
We all have our demons. One 
day you might have a clean 
sink, but the next day it’s piled 
up with dishes. That reflects 

your mental state.”
Hummell cautions her 

viewers to look deeply into 
the spaces they view, and to 
consider that mental health 
is a common and important 
concern. She hopes to destig-
matize mental health and help 
people understand that it is so 
much more than a label.

“Everyone is more compli-
cated than the roles we play in 
other people’s stories,” Hub-
bell said.

Her exhibit They fill you with 
the faults they had can be found 
at the Visual Arts Building for 
the rest of the week. A recep-
tion is scheduled for 6:30-8:30 
p.m. Friday.

Megan Conroy/The Daily Iowan
A painting as seen at the They fill you with the faults they had instal-
lation by Katlynne Hummell in the Visual Arts Building on Wednesday.
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