
BY JOSIE FISCHELS
josie-fischels@uiowa.edu

More than 50 years ago, Bernadine Franks made 
a promise.

“I was a pretty good student in school,” Franks 
said. “[My mom] just wanted more for me and 
knew I was capable of doing more than I had to that 
point. And she said, ‘Promise me that you will grad-
uate from college.’ So I promised her that I would.”

Now, at the age of 67, Franks will fulfill that 

pledge on Saturday, when she will receive a degree 
(social work) from the University of Iowa with 1,640 
other graduates. 

Franks grew up in St. Louis. She became preg-
nant at age 14, married at 16, and said she made the 
promise to her mother when she was just 17. 

Raising a family, finding a job, and battling with 
substance abuse made the goal of graduating from 
college difficult to achieve, Franks said. 

“It has been so, so different,” she said. “Time and 
time again, I’d start and stop and try to go back, 

and something would come up with trying to raise 
a family. I’d use that as an excuse to drink at times.” 

Among numerous social-work-related jobs she 
has held during her career, Franks worked as a res-
idential addiction counselor at Prelude Behavioral 
Services in Iowa City, then as a manager of Chem-
ical Dependency Services at Unity Point-St. Luke’s 
Hospital in Cedar Rapids. 

This year, she herself is celebrating 25 years of so-

BY CALEB MCCULLOUGH
caleb-mccullough@uiowa.edu

After a monthslong battle in City Hall, a controversial 
building project may move forward soon.

In the Iowa City City Council work session on Dec. 4, 
four of the seven city councilors infor-
mally signaled they favor allowing the 
maximum height bonuses to the pro-
posed Pentacrest Garden apartments.

Councilors Mazahir Salih, Susan 
Mims, Rockne Cole, and Bruce Teague 
said they would be in favor of the height 
bonuses; Councilors John Thomas, Pau-
line Taylor, and Mayor Jim Throgmorton 

would not. The council will hold an official vote at a later 
time when the developers’ plans are completed. 

The project, led by Axiom Consultants, proposed 

A $175 million development project 
is likely to receive maximum height 
bonuses after lengthy debates 
among City Council.

BY BROOKLYN DRAISEY
brooklyn-draisey@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa has removed 
Kappa Sigma Beta-Rho chapter’s sta-
tus as a registered student organiza-
tion for violating policies on hazing 
and alcohol. The Kappa Sigma Inter-
national Fraternity also voted to re-
voke its charter.

In an email to the Fraternity/Soror-

ity Life community, UI Vice President 
for Student Life Melissa Shivers said 
the chapter and students involved in 
it will no longer operate as a student 
organization, and if members do not 
comply, there could be disciplinary 
action.

Kappa Sigma and any other ac-
cused student organization has the 
opportunity to appeal by sending a 
written notice of appeal to the Dean of 

Students Office.
The removal is the result of an in-

vestigation into hazing allegations 
involving Kappa Sigma after it was 
suspended on Nov. 2. Eleven other 
fraternities were also placed on tem-
porary suspension throughout the fall 
for alcohol and other policy violations.

Originally founded at the UI in 
1902, Kappa Sigma has had a long 
history of lying dormant then being 

revamped on campus. The organiza-
tion was “re-colonized” on campus in 
1969 and again in 2002. It then became 
dormant in 2003 and was re-chartered 
again in 2014.

Shivers said in her email that in-
vestigations into the other suspended 
fraternities have been completed, and 
the associate dean and IMU executive 

DI Arts staff reflects on 
the best of 2018
‘thank u, next,’ 2018. The new 
year is almost here, and to cele-
brate, the DI Arts staff reflected 
on the best of arts and culture 
that 2018 had to offer. 
80 Hours, 1B

COGS frustrated with re-
gents’ contract proposal
State Board of Regents 
representatives unveiled their 
contract proposal to COGS, the 
UI’s graduate employee union, 
on Wednesday. COGS members 
hope to get more items on the 
bargaining table, but the regents 
are only required by state law to 
negotiate wages.

Congress — finally — 
passes farm bill
Roughly three months after 
the Sept. 30 deadline, Congress 
has passed the farm bill. The 
legislation is renewed every five 
years and funds conservation 
programs, feeds low-income 
Americans, and allocates aid to 
farmers.

Iowa football grade report
The Iowa secondary performed a 
lot better than the members get 
credit for, and those at the end 
of Nate Stanley’s passes certain-
ly lived up to their hype.  

Track star’s talents go 
beyond sports

Antonio Wood-
ard is one of 
Iowa’s key track 
athletes, but 
what sets him 
apart from his 
teammates is 
what he can do 
with his voice. 

SPORTS, 6A
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Following an investigation into allegations of hazing, the UI removed Kappa Sigma’s status as a registered 
student organization.

UI yanks Kappa Sigma’s student-group statusThe weekend in arts & entertainment Thursday, December 13, 2018
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Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.
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On the top of list of standout 2018 movies, two Hawkeye alumni screen-
writers lead the way with the horror masterpiece A Quiet Place. Starring John 
Krasinski and Emily Blunt (they’re married), this postapocalyptic thriller  is 
set on an Earth that has been overrun by blind aliens that sense the world 
around them with especially acute hearing. 

 A Quiet Place made audience members hold their breath — literally — for 
fear that they would be murdered by the dangerous creatures if they made 
even the slightest sound. 

The movie revolutionized the idea of a modern silent film. In a bit of a 

“thank u, next” (Ariana Grande)

Ariana Grande gave everyone the breakup bop they didn’t know they need-
ed. The only comparable song in pop music that comes to mind is “Potential 
Breakup Song,” by Aly & AJ. If you haven’t heard either of these bad boys, man, 
are you missing out. 

After the song dropped on Nov. 3, it shot to Billboard’s Hot 100 No. 1 slot 
and remained there until Dec. 8, dethroned by Travis Scott’s “Sicko Mode.” 
Grande’s first chart-topper, it was the only song by a female artist to début at 

The Haunting of Hill House 
The Netflix original premièred on Oct. 12, with fright and terror for the most 

experienced horror-film fanatics. A family broken by their mother’s suicide in a 
haunted mansion tries to piece the puzzle together of what happened on that 
night.  

“The Haunting of Hill House” provides suspense and the occasional jump-
scare, but it deserves a standing ovation for psychological plot twists and stel-
lar writing. The show has also recently been nominated for the Writer’s Guild 
Award. A second season has not been confirmed for Netflix, but with the several 

If there is one trend that has absolutely consumed colleges around 
the nation, it would be Juuling.

Pick your poison, everyone. There’s been significant controversy 
over the past year regarding the new e-cigarette brand Juul and its 
explosion in popularity among college and high-school students, with 
nearly 12 percent of high-schoolers using e-cig products, according to a 
2017 National Youth Tobacco Survey.

Designed as a smoking-cessation product, many of those belonging 
to Juul’s primary user base have never smoked a cigarette, and those 
who take up Juul to quit smoking often find the product just as, if not 
more, addictive than their favorite cigarette brand. 

Despite being released for fewer than two years, Fortnite has become 
a cultural gaming phenomenon that will likely be associated with 2018 
forever. With a cartoon-inspired design and bright colors, flashy dance 
moves and themed events, Fortnite seems like every child’s dream. But 
it’s not just for children.

With millions of players ranging from elementary-schoolers to 
adults, it draws a huge crowd, despite being just a drop in the water 
among thousands of other role-playing games. Despite its straightfor-
ward interface, Fortnite holds well-designed complexities that sets it 
aside from other games.

Iowa City has had its share of drama in 2018, from the closing of Zom-
bie Burger, the City Council special election, the Ped Mall construction 
nightmares, and the seemingly weekly protests that take place on the Pen-
tacrest. 

The most dramatic moment in Iowa City in 2018 had to be the grand 
opening of Cactus 3 in September. It was a shock, as two other Cactus 
restaurants  exist downtown, just doors away from each other. The newer 
Cactus 3 sits in the previous Pepperjax Grill in the heart of downtown at 
114 S. Clinton St. Manager of Cactus 3 Noe Tellez said the owners were 
excited to open because of the restaurant’s location. 

2018 has been an incredible year for concerts in Iowa City. Among shows 
at the Englert, smaller-scale venues such as Gabe’s and Blue Moose, and 
shows presented by SCOPE, there has been no shortage of good live music to 
check out this year. The wonderful local festivals, Mission Creek and Witch-
ing Hour, have also produced a great wealth of must-see musical talent. 

Additionally, 2018 saw a great level of diversity in the acts that came to 
town, from the genres they played to the artists themselves. SCOPE delivered 
a great series of shows this semester: indie-rock up-and-comers Car Seat 
Headrest performed a memorable show at Gabe’s in April, and Lizzo became 
the first woman of color to headline SCOPE’s Homecoming show in a long 

2018 was rife with viral meme sensations, from the deep collective de-
sire to eat Tide pods — despite the urging of the company to not eat them 
and nearly 13,000 calls to poison control in 2017 in relation to laundry 
pods, according to the American Association of Poison Control Centers 
— to the Laurel vs. Yanny debate in the early summer to recent memes 
including bongo cat, the strange “Johnny Johnny, Yes Papa” video, the 
obsession with moths, “let’s get this bread,” and the surgery on the grape.

Twitter and Tumblr’s meme communities are strange and expan-
sive cultural landscapes that produce memes seemingly overnight that 
spread like wildfire over the platform. While most are rooted in current 

A QUIET PLACE
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE: FALLOUT

AVENGERS: INFINITY WAR

THANK U, NEXT 
SPACE COWBOY 

SO SAD, SO SEXY

THE HAUNTING OF HILL HOUSE
THE LAST KINGDOM
THE HANDMAIDS TALE

JUUL-ING

FORTNITE CACTUS 3

SPONGEBOB MEMESKAMASI WASHINGTON

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.

Small-town magic in 
the Black & Gold

BY JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

The name Jake Hulett might not be familiar 
to most Iowa football fans, but it means a great 
deal to some Hawkeyes up in Springville, Iowa 
— a town of slightly more than 1,000 people 
northeast of Cedar Rapids. 

Hulett, a former 6-3, 236-pound Hawkeye 
defensive lineman, joined the team as a pre-
ferred walk-on in 2013. 

He is the only athlete from the town of 1,143 
people to play football for the Hawkeyes during 
the Kirk Ferentz era. 

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Volunteer coach Jake Hulett watches the Orioles play the Central City Wildcats on Oct. 19. The Wildcats 
defeated the Orioles 63-22 in the rivalry game dubbed “The Tractor Bowl” and regained ownership of 
the Tractor Bowl trophy.

SEE APARTMENTS, 3A

High-rise 
apartments 
to get 
thumbs up

SEE HULETT, 2A

A degree 50 years in the making

SEE GRAD, 3A

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Bernadine Franks, a 67-year-old upcoming UI graduate, poses for a portrait in Wild Bill’s Coffee Shop on Tuesday. Franks promised her mother that she would graduate from college, 
and now, she has earned a degree in social work. 

Jake Hulett played 8-man football in high school. It didn’t 
stop him from playing ball for the Hawkeyes.

After three years at the UI, Bernadine will earn a degree in social work at the age of 67 — and 
fulfill a promise she made to her mother long ago. 

SEE FRATERNITY, 3A

Salih

Go to dailyiowan.com 
to see the full story.

6A

Go to dailyiowan.com 
to see the full story.
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“It’s surreal,” Hulett’s father, 
Kevin Hulett, said. “To have a 
son who grew up in small town 
Iowa, did well in high school, 
and got a chance to play on the 
field at Kinnick? Words really 
don’t describe it.”

But before he donned the 
Black and Gold, Hulett was a 
Springville Oriole; during his 
tenure at the Springville High 
School, the community started 
to rally behind him.

Hulett’s high-school team is 
one of 62 football teams in the 
state belonging to an eight-
man league because of the lack 
of players.

Throughout Hulett’s high-
school career, his coaches and 
fellow players recognized his 
talents on the gridiron, and 
then in his senior year, his tal-
ent infected the town.  

With Hulett leading the 
way, the Springville Orioles 
went 7-2 on their way to a play-
off appearance that had the 
whole town buzzing.

“Jake’s senior year was 
the first time we ever made 
the playoffs,” said Hulett’s 
Springville coach, Joe Martin. 
“It was like a party town on Fri-
days [before a game]. We had 
the tailgate out for the first-
round game.”

On that playoff run, Hulett 
led Springville to the second 
round of the Iowa eight-man 
playoffs, earning first team 
All-Defense and first team 
All-Offense selections.

He parlayed that success 
into his preferred walk-on 
scholarship at Iowa, and the 
town continued to follow and 
support one of their own.

“The whole town was pretty 
excited,” Martin said. “To be 
able to have Springville on the 
map. Then it was even bigger 
when he got into a couple of 
games, that was all over Face-
book and Twitter. It was like, 
‘There’s a Springville kid, look 
what even small towns can do.’ ”

For Hulett, it was a dream 
come true. He grew up a Hawk-
eye fan, and rather than follow 
some of his peers to smaller 
schools where he could have 
had more playing time, he 
chose to fulfill his dream and 
represent the Black and Gold. 

“Growing up here and being 
a Hawkeye’s fan, that’s some-
thing you hope can happen,” 
Hulett said. “The first time 
walking out in Kinnick [as a 
player] was unreal. You get 
some chills in the stands when 
you’re watching [the Swarm], 
but actually being in it is an 
out-of-body experience.”

Hulett didn’t see a ton of 
game action in his Iowa ca-
reer — he got into 14 games 
and recorded 2 tackles, but to 
him, it wasn’t about racking 
up statistics. He worked hard 
and achieved his goal, which 
rubbed off on his high-school 
teammates.

A few others from Hulett’s 
era also went on to play college 
football, most notably Elias 
Nissen, who had a solid career 
for Northern Iowa. 

“He kind of led a lot of kids 
behind him,” Martin said. “Jake’s 
little brother went to Wartburg, 
four or five other kids played Di-
vision-3 football, and it was Jake 
who kind of led them into believ-
ing that was possible.”

Now, Hulett is back with his 
high-school team as a coach-
ing assistant. It’s his way of 
giving back to the community 
that has given him so much 
support.

His busy schedule prevents 
him from being at every game 
and practice, but his effect is 
noticeable when he is there.

“Having him help coach our 
football team is awesome,” 
Springville sophomore Gabe 
Dlouhy said. “He always had 
new drills that he was taught 
when he played at Iowa. I also 
think everyone looked up to 
him because we all knew how 
hardworking he was.”

Hulett is also a Pee-Wee 
football coach along with vol-
unteering for the Fire Depart-
ment with his father as a fully 
trained firefighter.

“He’s given back as much as 

a 24-year-old kid can give back,” 
Kevin Hulett said. “He’s a viable 
resident of the community.” 

However, the former Hawk-
eye won’t be in Springville 
much longer. In January, 
Hulett will begin his new job 
as a field property adjuster for 
West Bend Mutual Insurance.

While a Hawkeye hailing 
from Springville may be atypical, 
many current Hawkeye football 
players grew up in Iowa — par-
ticularly, small-town Iowa.

The Hawkeye football team 
comprises athletes from all 
around the country, but Io-
wans make up almost half of 
the roster.

Of the 58 Iowa natives on 
the roster, many come from 
such places as the Cedar Rapids 
or the Des Moines areas, but 
Hawkeye head coach Kirk Fer-
entz has also shown an affinity 

toward small-town Iowans. 
“I’m proud of the fact that 

about 50 percent of our roster 
is Iowa natives,” Ferentz said. 
“It says a lot about the commit-
ment that our players have to 
our university, and then con-
versely, the commitment we 
have to the state of Iowa.”

Hulett put on the Black and 
Gold to help represent his 
community of Springville, and 
currently, 12 active Hawkeyes 
also hail from towns in Iowa 
with populations fewer than 
2,000 people. They believe they 
are helping to promote their 
town on a big stage.

“It was an honor [to rep-
resent Springville],” Hulett 
said. “You say you’re from 
Springville, Iowa, most people 
aren’t going to know where 
that’s from. [My career] put a 
little more emphasis on it.”

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Springville running back Spencer Demean runs the ball ahead of fullback Jacob Huntgate during the game 
against Kee-Lansing High at Allison Field in Springville on Sept. 7. The Orioles defeated the Kee Hawks, 55-36.

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Hunter Lagrange watches Springville play Midland High at Allison Stadium in Springville on Oct. 5. After a more than two-hour lightning delay, the 
remaining quarter was postponed until the next morning. The Eagles defeated the Orioles, 60-47.

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
The Springville Marching Band prepares to take the field and perform a halftime show during the game against 
Kee-Lansing High in Springville on Sept. 7. The Orioles defeated the Kee Hawks, 55-36.

HULETT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Asier Aguirre kicks a warm-up field goal before the Orioles play the Central Elkader Warriors in Elkader on 
Sept. 28. The Orioles defeated the Warriors, 56-0.
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building four 15-story apart-
ment buildings at 12 E. Court 
St. The buildings will be de-
signed for student housing, 
and the current plan shows 
1,000 units among the four 
buildings. The project is 
planned to be completed in 
2023.

The form-based code for 
the Riverfront Crossings 
District, where the proposed 
buildings will be located, al-
lows for a maximum building 
height of eight stories, with 
opportunities for up to sev-
en height bonuses based on 
criteria outlined by the City 
Council.

Salih said affordable hous-
ing was the driving force be-
hind her decision to support 
the height bonuses. Buildings 
in Riverfront Crossings are 
required to have 10 percent 
of their units designated as 
affordable housing, Salih said, 
or the developers can pay a fee 
to the city’s affordable hous-
ing fund that would match the 
price of those units.

Salih’s decision to approve 
the height bonuses was con-

tingent upon the fee, which 
she wants the developers to 
pay to the city upfront. 

“This is an opportunity for 
us to build … affordable hous-
ing that will be affordable for 
a long time,” Salih said.

A number of other contro-
versies surrounding the proj-
ect were discussed at the City 
Council’s Dec. 4 work session. 

Throgmorton had con-
cerns about the experience 
of the architects. The pre-ap-
plication submitted to the 
council cited a number of 
similar buildings the firm 
had worked on in the area, 
but Throgmorton was not 
persuaded. 

“I saw no evidence … that 
they have experience design-
ing the kind of high-quality 
student housing that we’re 
talking about,” Throgmorton 
said. 

Another point of conten-
tion among the councilors is 
what the buildings would do 
to vacancy rates in the city.

In a memo to the council on 
Nov. 17, Throgmorton noted 
that vacancy rates in the city 
had reached 4.4 percent in 
2017 and were projected to in-
crease to 7 percent by 2019. He 
also expressed concern about 
the UI’s dropping enrollment 

rate and how that will affect 
vacancy rates.

However, other council-
ors saw the project as a way 
to decrease rents in the city. 
Councilors Teague and Mims 
said they think the project will 
bring more people to the city, 
increasing competition and 
driving down prices.

“I am convinced that it is 
going to help us in bringing 
rents down in other loca-
tions,” Mims said during the 
work session.

Throgmorton said he would 
be comfortable with giving 
height bonuses up to an av-
erage of 12 stories among the 
four buildings. However, Rob 
Decker, the project leader, 
said that at a certain height, 
the cost of a building increases 
dramatically. 

“That’s exponential to go to 
that cost, and you need to get 
to a certain level to pay back 
that cost,” he said. “The dif-
ference between 12 and 15 can 
make or break a project.”

With four of the seven 
councilors giving the project 
the thumbs up, the developers 
will most likely begin work-
ing on a design to present to 
the council in the next couple 
months, City Manager Geoff 
Fruin said.
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NEWMAN CENTER: 
Christmas Eve, 4pm and 6pm

New Year's Eve, 5:15pm 

ST. MARY PARISH:
Christmas Eve, 4pm (church and hall), 10pm (music at 9:30); Christmas 

Day, 9:30am; New Year's Eve 5:30pm, New Year's Day 12:10pm

ST. PATRICK PARISH:
Christmas Eve, 3:30pm (children's choir/nativity), 4pm (church and hall), 
and 9pm (music at 8:30); Christmas Day, 8:30am; New Year's Day, 8:30am

ST. WENCESLAUS PARISH:
Christmas Eve, 4pm (church and hall), Midnight;

Christmas Day, 10am; New Year's Eve, 4pm; New Year's Day, 9am

ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH:
Christmas Eve, 4pm (children's choir/nativity), 8pm (carols at 7:30); 

Christmas Day, 9am; New Year's Day, 9am

Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church

ELCA
123 E Market St  |  319.338.2893

www.gatheredbygrace.org

WORSHIP TIMES:
Sunday, December 23
10am   4th Sunday in Advent
 
Monday, December 24
Christmas Eve
5pm    The Christmas Story
7pm    Eucharistic Choral
           Worship
10pm  Worship at Monson Barn-
            Carols and Readings
 
Tuesday, December 25
10am   Christmas Day

director will meet with indi-
vidual chapters today to share 
the outcomes.

“As I’ve said before, the UI 
has a rich fraternity and soror-
ity life culture, and we will not 
allow the positive impact of 
most of the community to be 
overshadowed or undermined 
by the actions of a few,” Shivers 
said in her email. “Any chapter 
that refuses to abide by our pol-
icies will be held accountable.”

As previously reported 
in  The Daily Iowan,  two other 
greek organizations, fraternity 
Delta Chi in March and soror-
ity Delta Sigma Theta in May, 
have also been investigated in 
2018 for hazing. Delta Chi, one 
of the fraternities suspend-

ed in October, is suspended 
through spring 2020 because 
of its conduct during the policy 
violations in March.

UI President Bruce Harreld 
said in an interview with the DI 
on Dec. 7 that the issue of hazing 
probably won’t go away anytime 
soon and that there needs to be 
a conversation about it, as well 
as alcohol and drug use in the 
greek system.

“Parents and families send 
their loved ones to the UI with 
the expectation that their safe-
ty, health, and well-being will 
be the top priority,” Harreld 
said in a statement to the DI on 
Wednesday about Kappa Sig-
ma losing its registered student 
organization status. “This deci-
sion honors that expectation.”

Greek-community leaders 
implemented an alcohol mor-
atorium that suspended all 
social events after the death 

of UI student Kamil Jackowski 
in April 2017. A pilot program 
was implemented in Novem-
ber 2017 to test letting chap-
ters with no violations have 
social events with strict guide-
lines. This program continued 
through the fall 2018 semester.

Shivers said in her email the 
work group she put together 
to create a Fraternity/Sorority 
Life 2020 Strategic Plan is pre-
paring to give her recommen-
dations by the end of 2018. It 
will deliver information in cat-
egories such as risk manage-
ment, health, safety, peer ac-
countability and transparency, 
and continuous improvement 
and assessment of programs 
and initiatives.

“We hope to begin imple-
mentation of the recommen-
dations next semester and look 
forward to sharing more with 
you at that time,” Shivers said 

FRATERNITY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

briety. When she retired from 
a job in 2012, she decided it 
was time to make good on her 
promise. 

“I thought — if not now, 
when?” she said.

Kate Kemp, the program 
and admissions administra-
tor for the School of Social 
Work, said social work is a 
selective admission major, 
which Franks had to apply for 
before she could attend.

“I remember Bernie talked a 
lot in her application about her 
mom and her family life grow-
ing up and how important it 
was to her to achieve those 
long-terms goals,” Kemp said. 
“It was very impressive.” 

In the end, Franks became 
one of only 45 applicants se-
lected for the year. She began 
pursuing a degree in social 
work in 2015, even spending 
one year at the UI with her 
own granddaughter, Megan 
Franks, who recently received 
an M.B.A. from the Tippie Col-
lege of Business. 

Motier Haskins, a lecturer 
at the School of Social Work, 
said his interactions with  
Franks, have been nothing but 
amazing. During class discus-
sions, he said, she contributed 
rich perspectives to topics in-
cluding racism, sexism, heter-
onormativity, and others.

“Our school produces so-
cial-justice warriors, but Ber-
nie came in as a warrior,” he 
said in an email to The Daily 
Iowan. “Bernie was quick to 
share that she was a child of 

the ’60s. She lived what we 
were theorizing in class.”

Franks’ teachers are not the 
only ones inspired by her de-
termination — her story has 
affected members of her com-
munity as well. One 27-year-old 
boy from her church changed 
his mind about not going to 
college after being inspired by 
Franks’ ability to work hard to 
achieve her goals.  

After graduation, Franks 
said, she will work as the 
new family liaison for Faith 
Academy, a Christian school 
in Iowa City where she com-
pleted her practicum. 

“I just didn’t know, when 
I made that promise, that 
it would turn out this way,” 
Franks said, “And had I 
known then what I know 
now, I would have fulfilled 
it long ago.”

GRAD
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

APARTMENTS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Thomas A. Stewart/The Daily Iowan
Pentacrest Gardens is seen on Sept. 4. The City Council will decide  whether to provide a proposed apartment 
project with height bonuses that would allow 15-story high rises to replace the current Pentacrest Gardens.

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Bernadine Franks, a 67-year-old upcoming UI graduate, poses for a portrait in Wild Bill’s Coffee Shop on 
Tuesday.



The magic of the beach 
can’t be beat

When I construct my idea 
of a vacation, three aspects 
come to mind: sunshine, 
warmth, and water. Those 
allow me to relax, appreci-
ate the moment, boost my 
vitamin D levels and my se-
rotonin levels. For this, if I 
choose to vacation, it will 
always be at the beach. 

There is a reason Iowans 
are excited about summer. 
No shoveling the driveway, 
no slipping on ice, and no 
more waiting for your car to 
warm up. While there are in-
deed no beaches in Iowa, it’s 
frequently agreed upon that 
the sunshine fosters a sense 
of happiness and relaxation. 
Sunshine with warm tem-
peratures allows for even 
more vacation bliss.

Standing on a beach or 
swimming in the ocean al-
lows one to appreciate the 
grand Earth and its vast-
ness while soaking in the 
sweet sunshine. The calming 
sound of the water makes 

for a perfect opportunity to 
read a book, reflect on life, 
or consciously emulate more 
gratitude.

A beach symbolizes relax-
ation, which is the purpose 
of a vacation. To be certain, 
there are also great adven-
tures to take on at the beach. 
You can explore the ocean, 
play with the sand, soak 
in the sun, or indulge at a 
restaurant in a cute nearby 
beach town.

The calming sound of the 
ocean combined with sun-
shine, relaxation, and tre-
mendous views will always 
lead me to choose a beach 
vacation over any cold or 
snow vacation. I am over 
the snow and its chilling in-
conveniences. Let’s go to the 
beach.

Take a trip to the Rockies

There is nothing in the 
world similar to going 20 
mph down a snow-packed 
slope. Weaving among peo-
ple, obstacles, and woods 
while racing down the side of 

a mountain on a pair of skis 
is something that I know not 
everyone is a fan of. But that 
doesn’t mean a vacation in 
the snow isn’t for you.

 Ski resorts such as Vail, 
Breckenridge, and Telluride 
are exceptionally beautiful. 
Every street corner is occu-
pied by five-star restaurants 
and eclectic shops. Visitors 
come in hordes from around 

the world to experience what 
the Rocky Mountains have to 
offer. And let me tell you, the 
mountains don’t disappoint 
anyone.

T u b i n g , s n o w s h o e i n g , 
snowboarding, and skiing 
are some of the most com-
mon winter sports. Most 
larger resorts also feature 
late-night tours of the his-
toric towns. And for those 

who wish to relax on their 
vacations, there is no short-
age of indoor/outdoor hot 
tubs. Persuaded yet?

 Ski towns have a cult-like 
following. Every year, new 
winter fashion is débuted 
on the slopes, and while no 
one has to dress to the nines, 
I myself find it exhilarating. 
Oh, and by the way, sunshine 
is abundant on the face of 

the mountains. Many times, 
temperatures can swell into 
the 50s.

 Yes, sand between your 
toes is nice. But for those of 
you who have never taken a 
winter trip into the Rockies, 
you are missing out. A trip 
into the blizzard out West is 
something everyone should 
try; they will keep you com-
ing back, I promise. 
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COLUMN

No, movies don’t suck now 

When announced Dec. 6, the 
nominations for the 2019 Gold-
en Globes were met with a good 
range of opinions. Many were 
thrilled to hear that their favorite 
movies, such as Ryan Coogler’s 
Black Panther, succeeded in gar-
nering award attention, but 
others were angry about the so-
called sanctity of award shows 
— a problem that feels wholly 
American.

Black Panther received a great 
deal of love from fans and crit-
ics, but because it’s part of the 
Marvel franchise, the reception 
saw it at odds with conventional 
ideas of “film” and “cinema” that 
proliferate the Best Picture cat-
egories in most cases — leaving 
essentialists wondering, “What 
has happened to cinema?”

It feels elitist to call out popular 
films, which often tend to lean 
toward the very action-oriented, 
special-effect-laden direction, 
for being somehow “lesser” than 
other categories of film. The rel-
atively newly found reliance on 
computer-generated images over 
long-form pieces is an undeniable 
change of pace from what audi-

ences were used to seeing 20, 30, 
40 years ago.

And instead of forming new 
stories, the great majority of pop-
ular films fall back on cliché, save-
the-world narratives. Based solely 
on which movies hit mainstream 
American theaters, movies gener-
ally seem to be based on spectacle, 
not performance or style.

Noticing this disparity has 
led to an onslaught of pedantic 
thought-pieces, much like this 
one, with titles such as News-
week’s “Movies Suck Now, 
and They’re Only Going to Get 
Worse.”

The longtime divide be-
tween popular and art film has 
strengthened and seems to only 
grow more tense.

But in all honesty, movies 
don’t suck now. Yes, film is un-
deniably changing — but so are 
our styles, tastes, and interests. 
It is not inherently worse, and 
in fact, these changes are vital to 
the continuance of film as a me-
dium and art style. 

Why should we demand on-
ly what audiences of the 20th 
century would have wanted? 
We could spend all day arguing 
about whether Marvel movies 
deserve to be nominated for 
Best Picture, but that’s beside the 
point. The question we should 
ask isn’t, “What has happened 
to cinema?” but rather, “Where 
should we look for cinema?” 
Generally speaking, that place is 
not often mainstream theaters.

Filmmaking is reaching new, 
unexpected heights. Just this 

year, we’ve been treated to truly 
exceptional titles in all genres, 
such as Alex Garland’s standout 
science-fiction pursuit Annihila-
tion, Sandi Tan’s impressive doc-
umentary Shirkers, and Hirokazu 
Kore-eda’s empathic drama Shop-
lifters. Film isn’t getting worse — 
we’re just losing those good mov-
ies in theaters due to the seventh 
sequel or remake filling spots 
where other films could be.

This isn’t to say so-called pop-
ular film is bad. It’s definitely not. 
Even outside of what could even 
be conventionally considered art 
film, such movies as Christopher 
McQuarrie’s Mission: Impossible 
— Fallout are exciting and well-
made examples of how popular 
movies can expand upon the 
boundaries that are considered 
to define it. 

Movies don’t suck — we’re 
just looking in the wrong places. 
They are changing and evolving 
alongside us. The emergence 
of Marvel may have taken over 
the box office, but that by no 
means indicates a drop-off in 
quality of film. The work people 
are putting into their art has not 
changed — there are still fantas-
tic pieces being produced.

Using action movies as an 
excuse to complain about con-
temporary filmmaking is a weak 
excuse — especially when they 
can make action movies out 
to be exceptional movies with 
the right effort and talent. Film 
hasn’t gotten worse, we just need 
to make a collective effort to see 
and support good movies.

LUCEE LAURSEN
lucee-laursen@uiowa.edu

While cinemas fill up with a plethora of generic action movies, a 
debate arises about the legitimacy of popular film and whether we 
are sacrificing substance for flair.

POINT/COUNTERPOINT

What destination fulfills the purpose of a vacation?
Two columnists debate if a vacation is better spent on the beach or in the snow.

BY AJ BOULUND 

ZOHAR NADLER
zohar-nadler@uiowa.edu

COLUMN

Autonomous cars can be 
scary; they need not be 
While half of Americans don’t believe that autonomous vehicles would 
make the road safer, companies and research organizations are doing 
their best to teach those cars to do just that: improve safety.

COLLEN MAHONEY
collen-mahoney@uiowa.edu

We’ve all probably seen it 
plenty of times: a rear-end ac-
cident, a fender bender, or neg-
ligent driver. In fact, rear-end, 
front-end accidents are some of 
the most commonly recorded. 
But as new technologies advance 
in cars, there are some pretty 
neat features that can help pre-
vent accidents such as these and 
just make things easier overall.

As technological advances 
continue and as tests become 
more widespread, support for 
autonomous-car technologies 
has recorded as going down. 
Why is that? Accidents. Think 
back to the March accident in Ar-
izona in which an autonomous 
Uber hit and killed a pedestrian.

Many of the reported acci-
dents on have been high-profile 
and have usually been the car’s 
fault, making it seem as if every 
accident is the car’s fault. How-
ever, this simply is not true. 

Regardless, because of the 
high-profile accidents, support 
for the development of autono-
mous technologies has declined 
in recent years. According to a 
2018 study by Cox Automotive, 
there was an 18-point drop in the 
belief that autonomous vehicles 
would make roads safer, coming 
in at 45 percent (down from 63 
percent in 2016).

According to “Why People 
Keep Rear-Ending Self-Driving 
Cars” in  Wired, humans often 
are the cause of accidents with 
these vehicles. While yes, some-
times autonomous vehicles take 
actions that humans aren’t used 
to, information provided in 
this article from the California 
Department of Motor Vehicles 
demonstrates that of all autono-
mous accidents reported in the 
state, 57 percent were rear-end 
accidents, which are almost al-
ways never caused by the vehicle 
that has been hit.

Another thing important to 
note technologies are continu-
ously tested, even here in Iowa. 
The University of Iowa Research 
Park in Coralville includes the 
National Advanced Driving 
Simulator, which houses an in-
credible full-size driving simu-
lator encased in a large, moving 
dome. While this feature is high-
ly impressive and a staple of the 

simulator’s work, it’s not the only 
thing researchers work on. In a 
trip I made there last summer, 
they talked about their autono-
mous-vehicle testing program. 

While speaking about the 
program, they showed us a few 
vehicles they used for testing, in-
cluding a Tesla and a souped-up 
sedan. The scientists said that, at 
least with the Tesla, they would 
find someone in Cedar Rapids 
that makes a commute into Iowa 
City daily, and they would allow 
that person to check out the Tes-
la. As the person drives the car, 
data is recorded, and research-
ers are able to review it when the 
Tesla is checked back in. 

These kinds of tests not only 
give valuable data, but by letting 
people get these partially au-
tonomous vehicles on the road, 
they’re getting us more comfort-
able with them.

Certainly, while I would say 
remain cautious, I would also 
say to give the technology time. 
Just as with young drivers (who 
can also be scary on the road), 
autonomous cars are just start-
ing to learn. The more they 
learn, the better they’ll drive, 
and I certainly think that we 
can all get behind better driv-
ers on the road, even if some 
of that driving includes use of 
computers.
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bowl game, it’ll be up to the 
Chariton native to keep the 
tight-end train chugging 
along.

“The good news is I think 
he’ll continue to get better 
because he’s playing really 
well right now, but he can 
play better, and he knows 
that — he’d probably be the 
first guy to tell you that,” Io-
wa head coach Kirk Ferentz 
said. “But that’s exciting. I 

think you get excited if 
you’re a player, you see 
yourself growing and you 
see yourself improving, 
it’s a pretty neat thing.”
In Year 2 of Brian Fer-

entz’s offense, things got 
better for the wide receivers 
for the most part.

After catching 3 passes 
for 10 yards in 2017, Bran-
don Smith stepped up to re-
cord 25 catches for 328 yards 
and 2 scores and flashed 
big-play ability with his im-
pressive athleticism.

Ihmir Smith-Marsette 
nearly doubled his yardage, 

racking up 332 yards after 
gaining 187 as a true fresh-
man. His speed was a prob-
lem for defensive backs, and 
it translated to a team-best 
(out of players with at least 
5 receptions) 17.5 yards per 
catch.

Smith-Marsette’s perfor-
mance earned him All-Big 
Ten honorable mention 
from the conference media. 
He was also a star on kick 
returns, though, finishing 
the season as the Rodg-
ers-Dwight Big Ten Return 
Specialist of the Year after 
ranking third in the coun-

try with 29.3 yards per re-
turn.

Nick Easley led the 
Hawkeyes last season, 
hauling in 51 passes for 530 
yards and 4 touchdowns. 
Those numbers fell in his 
senior season, but he didn’t 
need to reproduce them be-
cause of the improvement 
of Smith and Smith-Mar-
sette, along with the tight 
ends.

All in all, the Hawkeye 
pass catchers did exactly 
what they needed to do in 
2018. They provided reliable 
targets for quarterback Na-

te Stanley, and some even 
introduced themselves as 
players to watch in the fu-
ture.

With Fant leaving for the 
draft and Easley graduat-
ing, Iowa will return Smith, 
Smith-Marsette, and possi-
bly Hockenson. That leaves 
room for an impressive 
2019.

Iowa’s offense has be-
come a threat in the air at-
tack under Brian Ferentz 
and with a solid quarter-
back and a stellar receiving 
corps, it’s easy to see how 
things have changed.

Throw in 4 interceptions, 7 
pass breakups, and 3.5 tackles 
for a loss, and you’ve got the 
recipe for an award-winning, 
do-it-all defensive back.

But it wasn’t just Hooker 
causing problems for op-
posing offenses. Enter fel-
low safeties Geno Stone and 
Jake Gervase.

Stone, who saw some ac-
tion toward the end of last 
season as a true freshman, 
flourished in his role, com-
ing into safety when Hooker 
played down. Stone finished 
the regular season with 37 
tackles and 4 interceptions, 
including one that he re-
turned for a touchdown 
against Penn State.

Gervase  led the Hawkeyes 
in tackles. The senior had 77 
stops, including a team-high 
42 solo, snagged 2 intercep-

tions, and also forced a fumble.
As far as cornerback play 

goes, Iowa typically ran with 
Michael Ojemudia and Matt 
Hankins. Both proved to be 
solid in both pass defense 
and run support (if you’re 
wanting to see a prime ex-
ample of Iowa’s corners 
helping out in the run, 
check out their tackling job 
against Iowa State in Week 
2).

Hankins, although play-
ing in just seven games, 
averaged 5.57 tackles per 
game. That’s third-best on 
the team, behind Gervase 
and linebacker Jack Hocka-
day.

Ojemudia ended up be-
ing the ball-hawk out of the 
pair, intercepting 3 passes.

There were some low 
points to the season, 
though.

In Iowa’s win over Min-
nesota, the Hawkeyes went 
with freshman corners Ri-
ley Moss and Julius Brents. 

Brents seemingly held his 
own, but Gopher quarter-
back Zach Annexstad tar-
getd Moss again and again, 
resulting in touchdowns.

Then, in Iowa’s loss to 
Purdue, Boilermaker head 
coach Jeff Brohm shredded 
Iowa’s secondary. Purdue 
quarterback David Blough 
threw for 333 yards and 4 
touchdowns. While he did 
toss a pair of interceptions, 
Purdue’s offense kept roll-
ing for the majority of the 
game.

Throw out those two 
games, and Iowa’s sec-
ondary held up pretty well 
for the most part. The 
Hawkeyes held opposing 
teams to an average of 186.8 
yards per game (24th-best 
in the country) and gave up 
58.6 percent of passes.

Iowa intercepted 18 pass-
es this season, which ties for 
the most in college football. 
Hawkeye fans can’t com-
plain too much about that.

While Woodard’s vocal 
cords produce a tremendous 
sound, his legs may be his most 
valuable asset.

Only one meet into the track 
season, he has picked up two 
victories and also broken a fa-
cility record. Woodard won 
the 60 meters and the 300.  His 
time in the 300 (32.89) was the 
fastest time ever recorded at 
the Recreational Building.

The record did not come as a 
surprise to Woodard.

“That was also a goal of 
mine,” he said. “I was a little 
tired going into the 300 after 
running two close rounds of 
the 60 meters, but I just want-
ed to lay it all out there and just 
forget about what I was feeling; 
winning was more important 
than how I was feeling. So I was 
happy to come out and get the 
win.”

What makes Woodard’s re-
cord-breaking performance all 
the more impressive is that he 
does not usually compete in the 
300 meters.

“We don’t usually run the 
300,” Woodard said. “So the 
meets from here on out, we 
will be running the 200, so 
right now I’m doing some 
over-training. Bumping it 
down to the 200 will help my 
fitness; it prepares me well.”

Despite his success at the 
Jimmy Grant Invitational, 
Woodard still thought his sea-
son-opening performance 
could have been better, partic-
ularly in the 60.

“We’re still working on 
things and putting the pieces 
together to perfect my race,” 
Woodard said. “But it was a 
good day. I got things together 
a little better in the final, but 
it will only go up from here. I 
guess I’ll take the win, but I’m 
not too happy with the time, 
but I know that the time will 
get better when it matters the 
most.”

Woodard will compete in the 
Hawkeye Invitational Jan. 11-12 
at the Rec Building.  As for his 
singing, listen closely across 
campus. It may just be the voice 
of one of the best track athletes 
in the nation.

RECEIVERS
CONTINUED FROM 6A

SECONDARY
CONTINUED FROM 6A

TRACK
CONTINUED FROM 6A

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Iowa strong safety Amani Hooker dives into the end zone after intercepting a pass on Ohio State’s first play from scrimmage in Kinnick on Nov. 4, 2017. The Hawkeyes defeated 
the Buckeyes, 55-24.

front of the team, gymnasts 
are not letting it get the 
best of them. 

“Honestly, I try not to 
think about that too much 
about the judging,” sopho-
more Bennet Huang said. “I 
feel like if you have trained 
hard enough, and if you’ve 
put in the time and ef-
fort, then it will obviously 
change, but I think it will 
be consistent with how you 
perform.” 

The Hawkeyes will con-
tinue to use leadership to 
its advantage with its cap-
tains. 

Senior captain Jake 
Brodarzon focuses on help-
ing the younger members 
of the team adjust and set-
tle into the environment. 

“As a leader, along with 
a lot of the upperclassmen 
who have stepped into that 
role, we want to show the 
underclassmen how to [ad-
just],” he said. “Take your 
time before your turns, 
things like make sure you 
are saluting, make sure you 
are letting people know 
when you get those correc-

tions back so that way you 
can get better instead of just 
trying to get through it.”

Rather than letting the 
pressure to be perfect over-
take emotions, the team 
strives toward having an 
understanding of what 
needs to be done and how 
to do it the correct way to 
bring success. 

Gymnasts have worked 
together and shown sup-

port to ensure that they 
can perform and know that 
they have a support system.

“It’s definitely been 
good,” Huang said. “We 
have been pushing really 
hard, and it’s great to see 
everyone having each oth-
er’s back. We have also been 
pushing to handle difficul-
ty and consistency at the 
same time, and I think it is 
going really well.”

GYMNASTICS
CONTINUED FROM 6A

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Hawkeye Bennet Huang performs on the horizontal bar against Penn 
State and Arizona State on March 3 in Carver-Hawkeye. The Hawkeyes 
defeated the Lions, 404.050 to 396.550, and the Sun Devils, 376.150.



Swimming and Diving takes 
Big Ten weekly honors

The Iowa women’s swimming and 
diving team took home all of the 
weekly Big Ten honors this week 
after its 162-138 victory over Iowa 
State on Dec. 7.

Kelsey Drake was named 
Swimmer of the Week after winning 

the 100 fly, 200 
fly, and 200 
IM against the 
Cyclones. Both 
of her butterfly 
events gave her 
“B” qualifications 
for the NCAA. 
In addition to 
three individual 

wins, she was part of the runner-up 
200-medley team. 

Jayah Mathews was named Diver 
of the Week for the fourth time in 
her career and the second time this 
season. She recorded NCAA Zone 
Diving standards in winning both 
of her springboard events, with a 

315.35 (1-meter) 
and a 343.05 
(3-meter). 

Sam Tamborski 
earned Freshman 
of the Week after 
finishing runner-
up to Mathews 
in the 3-meter 
(321.10) and taking 

third place in the 1-meter with her 
career-best score of 294.05.

Woodard’s talents 
sing beyond the track

BY ROBERT READ
robert-read@uiowa.edu

The pregame events leading up to the Nov. 30 
matchup between the Wisconsin and Iowa men’s 
basketball teams at Carver-Hawkeye seemed 
to pass by just like any other game. Both teams 
warmed up, shot around, and got ready for the 
game.

The national anthem took place, and the packed 
crowd at Carver-Hawkeye applauded like they 
would for any other rendition of the anthem. 
What they did not realize was the singer of this 
specific performance was no ordinary performer.

It was Iowa junior and track All-American An-
tonio Woodard.

This was not the first time Woodard has per-

formed the national anthem while at Iowa. Includ-
ing the Wisconsin game, he has sung the anthem 
10 times at a variety of events.

Along with singing the national anthem, 
Woodard is also involved in an a cappella group at 
the university, an all-male group called Intersec-
tion. The group performs at a variety of functions, 
including weddings and numerous on-campus 
events.

Woodard figured out his passion for singing 
years ago, and he enjoys it today.

“Around middle school and high school, I start-
ed to utilize the gift that God gave me,” Woodard 
said in a release. “Singing is still one of my favorite 
things to do.”

Leading the Hype

BY JESS WESTENDORF
jessica-westendorf@uiowa.edu

Gymnastics is a sport that strives for perfection. 
Gymnasts are individually judged on each routine 
on a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 being a perfect score. 

Hitting a perfect score is hard and rare, but the 
drive for perfection can have an effect on a gymnast 
and the team. 

The Iowa men’s gymnastics team is working to-
ward not just proving that it is enough but also han-
dling the pressure that comes with being judged. 

“We are a subjective sport, we are 
judged based on our performances, 
and that plays into everything else 
that they are trying to accomplish,” 
head coach JD Reive said. “So we have 
to be that much better than everyone 
else when we go out there, and that is 
a challenge for these guys.” 

Throughout the season, teams are 
ranked and defined by a number, and 

Reive said the team has to handle how the media 
portray the squad’s ranking. 

This challenge is one that he and the squad are 
ready to take on with leadership, unity, and con-
fidence. 

“Expectation and confidence are very much the 
same for us,” he said. “We are always the underdog, 
always the team where they say, ‘Well, they could be 
good,’ and we want to change that, and it rubs off 
on these guys.”

Although it might be a challenge that is right in 

SEE GYMNASTICS, 5A

Gymnasts 
maintain 
unified drive

SEE TRACK, 5A

The Iowa men’s gymnastics 
team is not letting scores or 
rankings define it this upcoming 
season. Instead, it looks toward 
leadership to build success. 

More than an athlete, track star Antonio Woodard keeps singing.

“We try to have 
some fun ... a joke 
every day, which 
are beyond jokes. 
They’re so stupid 
and corny, I just 
take them off the 
internet. I know 
enough to use the 
computer.

— Iowa 
quarterback 

coach Ken 
O’Keefe on his 

humor with the 
players
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Field hockey’s 14 wins 
were its most for a 
season since 2011

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Iowa T.J. Hockenson walks back on the field during Iowa’s game against Illinois in 
Champaign on Nov. 17. The Hawkeyes defeated the Illini, 63-0.

wins

Huang

Tamborski

Kimbro earns Big Ten Track 
Athlete of the Week

After winning the 60-meter 
hurdles at the Jimmy Grand 
Invitational on Dec. 8 with a time 
of 8.34, junior Jenny Kimbro was 
named the Big Ten’s Female Track 
Athlete of the Week. 

Her time puts her at third 
all-time in the 
event. She also 
participated in 
the 1,600-meter 
relay that placed 
third and placed 
third individually 
in the long jump.

The Hawkeyes 
are no stranger 

to this honor. The last Iowa 
recipient was Brittany Brown on 
March 21.

Kimbro

T.J. Hockenson and Noah Fant led the way for Iowa’s 
pass catchers, but everyone pulled his weight as well.

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Iowa Linebacker Nick Niemann (49) celebrates a defensive stop with defensive back Amani 
Hooker (27) against Iowa State at Kinnick on Sept. 8.

BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

Let’s make one thing clear: If 
this was only about Iowa’s tight 
ends, the grade would undoubted-
ly be an A+.

It’s hard not to get the best grade 
possible when your two starting 
tight ends are named first-team 
All-Big Ten by either the confer-
ence’s coaches or media. Or when 
they’re both All-Americans. Or 
when one earned the John Mackey 
Award, given to the country’s top 
tight end, and the other is basi-
cally a consensus first-round NFL 
Draft prospect.

All of the accolades tell the same 
story — T.J. Hockenson and No-
ah Fant were incredible for the 

Hawkeyes this season.
The duo led the way for Iowa 

receivers; Hockenson ranked first 
on the team with 46 receptions for 
717 yards and finished second with 
6 receiving touchdowns, and Fant 
concluded his season at first with 
7 scores and second with 518 yards.

Now, there is one game left 
for Hockenson to improve those 
numbers. With Fant declaring for 
the NFL Draft and skipping the 

SEE RECEIVERS, 5A

Iowa’s secondary didn’t receive the preseason 
hype, but it delivered.

BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Preseason, everyone knew the 
defensive line would be one of the 
strong points of Iowa’s defense 
thanks to its returning leadership.

The secondary, which flew un-
der the radar (until the season 
began), returned its veteran core 
and quietly proved to be one of the 
defense’s strong points.

Much like Iowa’s linebacking 
corps, things shifted around in the 
back end. Amani Hooker was used 
at both safety and linebacker, but 
it didn’t matter where he played — 
he flat-out balled. Hooker won the 
Woodson-Tatum Defensive Back 
of the Year award, which is given 
annually to the Big Ten’s best play-

er in the secondary. He was also 
named first team all-Big Ten.

“It’s awesome,” Hooker said 
about the recognition. “It’s stuff 
where you don’t think about it too 
much during the season — you 
just want to help the team win. 
When the team wins and the de-
fense is doing well, that’s when the 
individual awards come through.”

Hooker finished with 59 tackles, 
which rank second on the team. 

SEE SECONDARY, 5A

B+A-

Softball announces spring 
schedule

The Iowa softball team will 
be on Pearl Field 13 times during 
the 2019 season, according to its 
schedule released on Wednesday. 

Home opponents include 
Western Illinois, Northwestern, 
Iowa State, Illinois, Nebraska, and 
Ohio State. 

The season opens up on Feb. 
8 with the Hawkeyes in Louisiana 
for the Tiger Classic, followed 
by four more weekends on the 
road. Iowa then has a single game 
against Illinois State and a series 
at Purdue before coming home on 
March 27. 

Of the 33 teams Iowa will face 
in 2019, 13 qualified for the 2017 
NCAA regionals.

Paxton Corey/The Daily Iowan
Antonio Woodard and Raymonte Dow pass the baton in the 4x400 relay during the Wieczorek Invitation-
al in the Rec Building on Jan. 20. The relay finished second in the heat.

Drake
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The weekend in arts & entertainment Thursday, December 13, 2018

DESIGN BY NAOMI HOFFERBER

Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar
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Craze
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Videogame

Best Iowa City 
Drama

Best Iowa City 
Concert Best Memes

On the top of list of standout 2018 movies, two Hawkeye alumni screen-
writers lead the way with the horror masterpiece A Quiet Place. Starring John 
Krasinski and Emily Blunt (they’re married), this postapocalyptic thriller  is 
set on an Earth that has been overrun by blind aliens that sense the world 
around them with especially acute hearing. 

 A Quiet Place made audience members hold their breath — literally — for 
fear that they would be murdered by the dangerous creatures if they made 
even the slightest sound. 

The movie revolutionized the idea of a modern silent film. In a bit of a 

“thank u, next” (Ariana Grande)

Ariana Grande gave everyone the breakup bop they didn’t know they need-
ed. The only comparable song in pop music that comes to mind is “Potential 
Breakup Song,” by Aly & AJ. If you haven’t heard either of these bad boys, man, 
are you missing out. 

After the song dropped on Nov. 3, it shot to Billboard’s Hot 100 No. 1 slot 
and remained there until Dec. 8, dethroned by Travis Scott’s “Sicko Mode.” 
Grande’s first chart-topper, it was the only song by a female artist to début at 

The Haunting of Hill House 
The Netflix original premièred on Oct. 12, with fright and terror for the most 

experienced horror-film fanatics. A family broken by their mother’s suicide in a 
haunted mansion tries to piece the puzzle together of what happened on that 
night.  

“The Haunting of Hill House” provides suspense and the occasional jump-
scare, but it deserves a standing ovation for psychological plot twists and stel-
lar writing. The show has also recently been nominated for the Writer’s Guild 
Award. A second season has not been confirmed for Netflix, but with the several 

If there is one trend that has absolutely consumed colleges around 
the nation, it would be Juuling.

Pick your poison, everyone. There’s been significant controversy 
over the past year regarding the new e-cigarette brand Juul and its 
explosion in popularity among college and high-school students, with 
nearly 12 percent of high-schoolers using e-cig products, according to a 
2017 National Youth Tobacco Survey.

Designed as a smoking-cessation product, many of those belonging 
to Juul’s primary user base have never smoked a cigarette, and those 
who take up Juul to quit smoking often find the product just as, if not 
more, addictive than their favorite cigarette brand. 

Despite being released for fewer than two years, Fortnite has become 
a cultural gaming phenomenon that will likely be associated with 2018 
forever. With a cartoon-inspired design and bright colors, flashy dance 
moves and themed events, Fortnite seems like every child’s dream. But 
it’s not just for children.

With millions of players ranging from elementary-schoolers to 
adults, it draws a huge crowd, despite being just a drop in the water 
among thousands of other role-playing games. Despite its straightfor-
ward interface, Fortnite holds well-designed complexities that sets it 
aside from other games.

Iowa City has had its share of drama in 2018, from the closing of Zom-
bie Burger, the City Council special election, the Ped Mall construction 
nightmares, and the seemingly weekly protests that take place on the Pen-
tacrest. 

The most dramatic moment in Iowa City in 2018 had to be the grand 
opening of Cactus 3 in September. It was a shock, as two other Cactus 
restaurants  exist downtown, just doors away from each other. The newer 
Cactus 3 sits in the previous Pepperjax Grill in the heart of downtown at 
114 S. Clinton St. Manager of Cactus 3 Noe Tellez said the owners were 
excited to open because of the restaurant’s location. 

2018 has been an incredible year for concerts in Iowa City. Among shows 
at the Englert, smaller-scale venues such as Gabe’s and Blue Moose, and 
shows presented by SCOPE, there has been no shortage of good live music to 
check out this year. The wonderful local festivals, Mission Creek and Witch-
ing Hour, have also produced a great wealth of must-see musical talent. 

Additionally, 2018 saw a great level of diversity in the acts that came to 
town, from the genres they played to the artists themselves. SCOPE delivered 
a great series of shows this semester: indie-rock up-and-comers Car Seat 
Headrest performed a memorable show at Gabe’s in April, and Lizzo became 
the first woman of color to headline SCOPE’s Homecoming show in a long 

2018 was rife with viral meme sensations, from the deep collective de-
sire to eat Tide pods — despite the urging of the company to not eat them 
and nearly 13,000 calls to poison control in 2017 in relation to laundry 
pods, according to the American Association of Poison Control Centers 
— to the Laurel vs. Yanny debate in the early summer to recent memes 
including bongo cat, the strange “Johnny Johnny, Yes Papa” video, the 
obsession with moths, “let’s get this bread,” and the surgery on the grape.

Twitter and Tumblr’s meme communities are strange and expan-
sive cultural landscapes that produce memes seemingly overnight that 
spread like wildfire over the platform. While most are rooted in current 

A QUIET PLACE
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE: FALLOUT

AVENGERS: INFINITY WAR

THANK U, NEXT 
SPACE COWBOY 

SO SAD, SO SEXY

THE HAUNTING OF HILL HOUSE
THE LAST KINGDOM
THE HANDMAIDS TALE

JUUL-ING

FORTNITE CACTUS 3

SPONGEBOB MEMESKAMASI WASHINGTON
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Mary Poppins Returns (Original Motion Picture 
Soundtrack)

In order to prepare for the upcoming movie 
release on Dec. 19, listen to the Mary Poppins 
Returns soundtrack. The film stars Lin-Manuel 
Miranda, who is best known for writing and 
starring in Hamilton An American Musical and also 

wrirting songs for Emily Blunt. She now returns in her third movie musical. 
Of course, the soundtrack emulates the heart of the original movie 
starring the beloved Julie Andrews, and Blunt captures her essence quite 
well. Surprisingly, there are no repeats of the classic songs on the album.

While there’s no “Chim Chim Cher-ee,” there is a “Trip a Little Light 
Fantastic,” which is a fun number Miranda performs. Although it is unclear 
what exactly “Trip a Little Light Fantastic” means (well OK, it means to 
dance), that is the case with many of the songs from the original, too, if 
you listen to them without any background of the story. Even some of the 
songs with context don’t always make complete sense, but that’s part of 
Mary Poppins’ charm. 

Song pick: “Trip a Little Light Fantastic” 

2B 80 HOURS

WEEKEND EVENTS

FRIDAY 12.14

Based on a New York Times article, The Mule follows Earl Stone (Clint 
Eastwood), an aging veteran entangled with a Mexican cartel after 
agreeing to act as a mule. Stone soon finds himself isolated from his 
family and hunted by the DEA. 

MUSIC

OPENING MOVIE
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FILM
• BORDER, 3, 8 P.M., FILMSCENE, 118 COLLEGE
• THE PICTURE SHOW: ELF, 3:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• BOY ERASED,  5:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• SPECIAL EVENT: AT ETERNITY’S GATE, 8:30 P.M., FILMSCENE 

• FLUTE RECITAL, NOON, VOXMAN CHORAL ROOM

MUSIC
• TELEKINETIC YETI, STINKING LIZAVETA, 9 P.M., GABE’S, 330 
WASHINGTON
• SOULSHAKE, 10 P.M., GABE’S

MUSIC

• BENNY SHARONI,  7:30 P.M., OLD CAPITOL SENATE CHAMBER 
• WINTERLAND: LEGENDS OF 77, 8 P.M., ENGLERT, 221 WASHINGTON
• OPERATION 808: THE LOST CITY, 9 P.M., GABE’S
• ALLY VENABLE, 9 P.M., BLUE MOOSE, 211 IOWA
• ANTHONY WORDEN, 10 P.M., GABE’S 

THE MULE

ALBUM PICK
— Joshua Balicki

— Natalie Betz

FILM
• THE PICTURE SHOW: THE STAR, 10 A.M., FILMSCENE
• ROMA , NOON, 3, 6, & 9 P.M., FILMSCENE

FILM
• THE PICTURE SHOW: THE STAR,  10 A.M., FILMSCENE
• ROMA, NOON, 3, 6, & 9 P.M., FILMSCENE 

THEATER
• ROTTEN EGGNOG, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE 

FILM
• ROMA, NOON, 2:45, 5:30, & 8:15 P.M., FILMSCENE 

THEATER
• ROTTEN EGGNOG, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATER, 213 N. GILBERT 

THEATER
• ROTTEN EGGNOG, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE

THEATER
• ALLELUJAH!: NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE,  2 P.M., ENGLERT
• ROTTEN EGGNOG, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE 

SUNDAY 12.16

SATURDAY 12.15

Name: Jack Doden

Year: Sophomore

What's your fashion 
style?: 
Usually kind of street, 
but today mostly 
comfort.

If you could only wear 
one brand for the 
rest of your life, what 
would it be?: 
Adidas

If you could only shop 
at one store for the 
rest of your life, where 
would it be?: Urban 
Outfitters

What is your fashion 
inspiration?: There’s 
this Youtube channel 
called PAQ, and they 
do  all sorts of weird 
fashion challenges. It’s 
entertaining to watch.

Thomas A. Stewart/The Daily Iowan

STUDENT FASHION

TELEKENTIC YETI

WINTERLAND

THE STAR

AT ETERNITY’S GATE

ROMA

MISCELLANEOUS

• SECOND BIG GROVE CHRISTMAS,  NOON, BIG GROVE, 1225 S. 
GILBERT  



twist, the movie is a 2019 Golden 
Globes nominee for Best Origi-
nal Score.

Another standout movie of 
2018 was Mission Impossible: Fall-
out. This is the sixth installment 
of the franchise and, impres-

sively, 56-year-old Tom Cruise is 
still in the lead role. 

More impressive is Cruise’s 
dedication for doing his own 
stunts. The movie used very lim-
ited special effects and instead 
went for practical effects. Stunts 
for the movie could have easily 
been reproduced on a stage us-
ing a green screen, but it would 
have taken away from the mov-
ie’s intensity. The real-life action 

scenes caused edge-of-your-seat 
reactions and visceral images on 
screen. 

Mission Impossible has had its 
fair share of disappointing se-
quels, but this latest installment 
might surprisingly be the great-
est yet. 

The final film rightfully mak-
ing the list has to be Avengers: 
Infinity War, which featured yet 
another UI alum, this time in 

the director’s seat. Being one of 
the most anticipated movies in 
2018, it was the culmination of 
10 years’ of buildup from Mar-
vel’s cinematic universe.

Infinity War brought together 
several different movie franchis-
es. It had the title characters, of 
course, but also merged with 
The Guardians of the Galaxy, 
Black Panther, and Dr. Strange. 

The villain, Thanos, is unique 

because he ends up winning 
in the end. Much of the story is 
spent fleshing out Thanos’ char-
acter and exploring his motives 
for wiping out half the universe, 
to the point where many fans 
have considered him the protag-
onist of the story. 

Despite being just a superhe-
ro action flick, Infinity War has 
its share of emotional depth. 
Many scenes had the audience 

empathizing with Thanos, but 
by the end, many more were 
mourning the dusting of their 
favorite heroes. One honorary 
mention is Tom Holland’s per-
formance as Spider-Man. 

The movie, according to Box 
Office Mojo, set a record by 
bringing in a powerful $250 mil-
lion domestic opening weekend, 
the previous being Star Wars: The 
Force Awakens.

Bringing warm colors to Iowa winter
University of Iowa graduate student uses bright colors in her oil-painting works to create beautiful landscapes.
BY MADISON LOTENSCHTEIN
madison-lotenschtein@uiowa.edu

Oil painting is often seen as 
a classic form of artwork that 
uses muted colors that are 
used to describe a landscape. 
University of Iowa drawing 
and painting graduate stu-
dent Alexis Beucler challeng-

es this muted art form; her 
most recent works of art in-
clude elaborate oil paintings 
of people, mountains, and 
rivers, all which are incorpo-
rated with bright colors. Beu-
cler recently held an art show 
at the Art Building West. 

“I’ve been shifting my color 
palette and have been using 

different patterns metaphor-
ically,” Beucler said. “The col-
ors are more acidic, there’s a 
jolt to them. I’m from Florida, 
so that plays a huge role in my 
color palette. We live in an en-
vironment that does so much 
to us on a subconscious level.” 

She draws inspiration 
from the Roman god Bac-
chus, who is celebrated for 
wine, fertility, agriculture, 
and leisure. For her most re-
cent art, she has also focused 
on patterns. However, cre-
ating works of art requires 
more than the magic wave 
of a paintbrush or inspira-
tion; there are basic rules and 
thoughts that guide the artist 
in composing the next mas-
terpiece.

“Landscape blurs the direct 
motive or narrative,” Beucler 
said. “There are two ways of 
camouflaging: one is actu-
ally hiding, and the other is 
making something stick out 
so much that you are too con-
fused to be seen.” 

As a child, Beucler was 

fond of drawing and knew 
that the creative field would 
make the perfect fit for her. 
Through her undergraduate 
years at Florida State Univer-
sity, she found a passion for 
oil painting, and she has also 
become a well-rounded art-
ist through lithography — a 
form of art in which the artist 
draws on limestone ceramics 
— and drawing. 

The artist made the jour-
ney from the Sunshine State 
to the Hawkeye State for the 
UI’s well-known art program 
and resources it has for its 
students. Not only does she 
enjoy her peers’ work, she al-
so enjoys teaching Elements 
of Art, a course designed for 
nonmajors. 

“This semester, I’ve been 
taking my students to the Bi-
ology Building East’s green-
house and Natural History 
Museum,” Beucler said. “It 
helps them become inspired 
by their surroundings. A lot 
of this section ties into my 
own work, which helps me 

bring more energy to my 
class, and that benefits all of 
us.” 

Along with her universi-
ty classes, she teaches a free 
course for the community 

that helps people learn how 
to draw the human figure. 

“Being a studio artist is im-
portant to me, but I’ve found 
a passion for teaching since 
I’ve come to Iowa,” she said. 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
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Hometown: Pasco County, Florida.
Year in School: Graduate student
Age: 23
Top artist she listens to: Amanda Palmer 
Dream place to live: A coastal region  
Dream place to work: Teaching at a university or being a 
full-time studio artist
Favorite place for a late-night bite: Mill 
Favorite movie:  Annie Hall 
Last song stuck in her head: “In My Mind” (Amanda Palmer)
Instagram: @liquidlandscape 

FAST FACTS

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Alexis Beucler stands in her office in the Visual Arts Building on Wednes-
day.

No. 1 since Adele’s “Hello.”
In the meantime, the “thank 

u, next” music video changed 
the game for artists in terms 
of iconography. The video ref-
erenced nostalgic films  of the 
2000s that reflect women’s em-
powerment such as Mean Girls, 
Legally Blonde, 13 Going on 30, and 
Bring it On, and featured actors 
from the original movies as well 
as famous cameos, from Jenni-
fer Coolidge to Kris Jenner. 

While the single received 
no promotion (a very Beyoncé 
move), the music video had sev-

eral promotions via Instagram 
by Grande herself. The video 
was released Nov. 30 using You-
Tube’s new YouTube Première 
feature. 

The song and video both 
proved to be record-breakers: 
the song smashed records with 
Spotify as the fastest song to get 
100 million streams (in 11 days) 
and the most-streamed song 
by a female artist. Because it 
was released after September, 
the single is not eligible for a 
Grammy award this year, but 
Grande’s album Sweetener is. 
While a Grammy may not be 
in Grande’s future, she will still 
enjoy the prestige of being Bill-
board’s Woman of the Year. 

Grande’s fifth studio album, 

also titled thank u, next, is sched-
uled to come in 2019.

‘Space Cowboy’ (Kacey 
Musgraves)

A smoother “thank u, next” 
from the South, Musgraves 
brings contemporary country to 
a new level, attracting hordes of 
fans to one of the most polariz-
ing genres in the music indus-
try.

Musgraves’ album Golden 
Hour has been a hit since its re-
lease on March 30. Hit songs 
include “High Horse,” “Slow 
Burn,” “Butterflies,” and “Space 
Cowboy,” its first released and 
highest-charting single. The 
song features a melancholy 

Musgraves accepting the end of 
a relationship in which there is 
no point of progressing. 

The song opened at No. 11 
in Billboard’s Hot 100 and re-
mained there for a week after its 
Feb. 23 release. While her single 
didn’t stand very high next to 
Bebe Rexha and Florida Geor-
gia Line’s “Meant To Be,” it set 
the precedent for the forthcom-
ing album. Golden Hour has not 
only won Album of the Year in 
the Country Music Association 
Awards, it has received critical 
acclaim across genre lines in 
nomination for Album of the 
Year at the Grammys. “Space 
Cowboy” has been nominated 
as Country Song of the Year.

With Musgraves’ crooning, 

contemporary beats and pro-
gressive lyrics, her style and 
promising musicianship set her 
apart from other country artists 
and breach the bounds of tra-
ditional country music. “Space 
Cowboy” is the perfect slow-
drive song, the perfect goodbye 
to a partner deserving a thank 
u, next.

‘so sad so sexy’ (Lykke Li)
If listeners worldwide have 

learned anything, it’s to pay 
attention to artists who lower-
case their song titles, i.e., Ariana 
Grande and now Lykke Li. Li’s 
blend of moody R&B and pop is 
perfect for a chill playlist. 

In opposition to the afore-
mentioned leading women, the 

Swedish singer’s album by the 
same name of this single only 
reached to No. 173 on Billboard’s 
Hot 200 upon its June 8 release. 
However, the album did rank 
No. 12 on Billboard’s Top Alter-
native Albums.

The title song depicts a bit-
tersweet separation between 
partners that leaves Li feeling 
detached and questioning her 
womanhood and sexuality. In 
an interview with TimesTalks, 
the songwriter said her idea of 
womanhood and sexiness has 
always been skewed by Ameri-
can and European ideals. 

Despite Li’s lack of critical 
acclaim or award, her album is 
a triumph after a four-year hia-
tus after her third studio album, 

MOVIE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

SONG
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

different characters and the ori-
gins of Hill House still unknown, 
the plot of a second season could 
go in any direction.

Season Three of ‘The Last 
Kingdom’

A favorite show for histor-
ical-fiction junkies, “The Last 
Kingdom” released its third 
season on Netflix on Nov. 19. 
The Anglo-Saxon-born but 
Viking-raised Uhtred Ragne-
son kicks off the season with 
heartbreak and bad-*ss sword 
fighting against King Alfred’s 
enemies. With the king’s health 
failing him, Uhtred is faced with 
having to choose between the 
Vikings and the Anglo-Saxons.

“The Last Kingdom” deserves 
applause for its score of 89 
percent on Rotten Tomatoes, 

its historical accuracy, great 
depth of characters, and action 
-packed scenes.

Season Two of ‘The 
Handmaid’s Tale’

Margaret Atwood’s The Hand-
maid’s Tale was adapted to fit the 
screen and premièred as a show 
on April 26, 2017. The dystopi-
an plot follows June Osborne, 
played by the spectacular Elis-
abeth Moss, who feels trapped 
in a frightening post-America 
world, ruled by strict religion 
and rife with strict consequenc-
es. The second season scored a 
whopping 91 percent on Rotten 
Tomatoes and is praised for its 
frightful storytelling.

Atwood is working on a se-
quel to her novel in response to 
fans’ burning questions about 
the world she built. “The Hand-
maid’s Tale” has been nominat-
ed for two Golden Globes and 
will find out whether it takes 
home another Golden Globe on 
Jan. 6, 2019. 

STREAM
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Analysts often attribute 
Juul’s youth appeal to its al-
leged lack of bodily harm 
compared with cigarettes, 
ability to be concealed, as 
well as its plentiful variety of 
flavors, which has become a 
subject of debate and conver-
sation itself among the nic-
otine-alternative’s younger 
users.

Juul officially offers eight 
flavors for users to indulge 
in, with a drove of third-par-

ty brands marketing their 
own flavors for the device as 
well. In addition to tradition-
al menthol and tobacco fla-
vors, mango, crème brûlée, 
mixed fruit, and cucumber 
are all flavor options that Juul 
provides. 

Third-party Juul brands 
similarly sell a fruity variety 
of flavors, and god knows 
what else.

With so many opinions on 
the product, which truly took 
flight in 2018, when won-
dering what flavors are the 
best and what flavors are the 
worst, it only seems fitting to 
include “Juul Pod of the Year” 

on 80 Hours’ “Best of 2018” 
feature. 

While menthol may be a 
classic flavor for the Juul, 
like the tobacco flavor, it is 
fairly uninspired in taste, 
leaving much to be desired. 
Crème brûlée is enticing, 
and while Juul definitely 
took some risks in devel-
oping the flavor, a desert 
shouldn’t be served on a USB 
drive. Cucumber is intrigu-
ing as a flavor as well, but its 
taste does little to live up to 
expectations. 

There seems to be a broad 
consensus on the best Juul 
pod of 2018 however; out of 

the tumult from a plethora of 
conversations at parties and 
bars, “mango” rings clear. 
Indeed, the tropical flavor 
translates surprisingly well 
to e-cigarette juice. It’s sweet 
without being overwhelm-
ing; it’s tangy but not too 
sour. And who doesn’t like a 
good mango every once in a 
while? Its days may be num-
bered, however; reports have 
been circulating about a pos-
sible ban to come on the fla-
vor. For now, may it have its 
last hurrah. Congratulations, 
mango. The people have spo-
ken, and they keep on calling 
your name.

CRAZE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“They are constantly add-
ing different aspects in the 
game that have strayed away 
from normal role-playing 
games,” said Tyler O’Brien, 
a first-year accounting stu-
dent at the University of Io-
wa. “The aspects of creativi-
ty, the option to design your 
guy — it doesn’t make you 
better.”

Like many other fans, 
O’Brien appreciated the cre-

ativity involved with the play 
as well as players not being 
able buy their way into win-
ning. They have to earn it.

“It’s free, it’s different 
from any other game. [The 
game developers] keep add-
ing and changing things,” 
said Trevor Cherry, a first-
year business student. “It’s a 
shooter game that older peo-
ple like, with a ton of dances 
that interest younger kids. 
And you can build struc-
tures.”

Fortnite has recently come 
into the spotlight — rapper 2 
Milly is suing the franchise 

for copying his dance, the 
Milly Rock, as one of the cel-
ebratory dances in the game. 
There is a large debate over 
whether dances can be copy-
righted. 

The creativity involved in 
building forts and charac-
ter appearances draws in a 
lot of players, as well as the 
ever-changing map and un-
derlying storyline released 
with every new season. The 
multifaceted design appeals 
to a wide range of ages.

“There are skins that are 
new and unique; it’s a free 
game that is popular, but 

they still make a lot of money 
off of that,” O’Brien said.

O’Brien, like many other 
young people, plays Fort-
nite most days of the week. 
For many, Fortnite is a way 
to de-stress, and for college 
kids especially, a way to keep 
in contact with friends and 
family members that may 
live far away.

“A lot of my friends back 
home have Xbox, and I 
keep in contact with them 
through it. Even though we 
don’t go to the same colleges, 
we can still play video games 
together,” O’Brien said. 

GAME
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“The main reason that we 
opened Cactus 3 is because 
it’s in downtown, and here’s 
where we wanted to be,” Tell-
ez said. “The other two are not 

downtown. Everything that’s 
happening is in here, like 
downtown. I’m glad that we are 
finally where we want to be.”

Tellez, who has been on the 
Cactus management team 
since 2012, said that instead of 
three separate Cacti in Iowa 
City, he wishes for one mas-
sive Cactus restaurant.

“When we first started, it 
was just Cactus 1. We have 
always been looking for a lo-
cation big enough where we 
can fit just one Cactus total,” 
he said. “We are trying to just 
have one big enough so we 
can take care of it. It’s really 
hard to manage three places.”

What a scandal that would be, 

if one day the three Cacti just 
merged into one superior Cac-
tus, the Costco of all restaurants.

The people themselves have 
spoken; a September tweet 
addressing the new Cactus 
3 has been the most viewed 
from @DailyIowanArts this 
semester, receiving 521 likes 
and 112 retweets.

DRAMA
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

while. She performed a daz-
zling set of hip-hop and R&B, 
and, in one of local live music’s 
most memorable moments, 
surprised the crowd by playing 
flute in between her rapping, 
which later became a local viral 
sensation on Twitter after she 
descended the old escalator in a 
deserted Old Capitol Town Cen-
ter, once again flaunting her 
flautist skills.

The smaller venues in town 
hosted several shows to be 
remembered as well. Built To 
Spill brought an emotionally 
intense set of noise-rock jams 
to Gabe’s in April; Japanese 
funk-rock group the Depayse-
ment, though little known, 
electrified the audience, end-
ing its show with an on-stage 
dance competition. Japanese 
Breakfast also played a tender 
and energetic performance at 
the Mill.

But the best concert of 2018 
in Iowa City took place at the 
Englert on Halloween night. 

Kamasi Washington and 
his band took to the stage, 
welcoming the crowd in 
ghoulish costumes. The group 
played a transcendental set 
of jazz and funk, and all the 
members of Washington’s 
group had the opportunity to 
show off their skills, each one 
impressing the audience. The 
crowd rushed to the stage af-
ter the first few songs and re-
mained by the band, grooving 
to the rhythms for the rest of 
the night. Everyone’s prob-
lems disappeared for the two 
hours that Washington and 
his group performed. 

In Iowa City, jazz shows are 
not typically at the forefront 
of the music scene. As terrif-
ic as the rock and pop groups 
who came through town this 
year were, Washington and 
his group brought something 
different and refreshing to 
town on Halloween night.

CONCERT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

events or pop-culture hap-
penings — such as the Elon 
Musk smoking marijuana 
meme — some are created 
from television shows preva-

lent in the childhood of late-
90s kids, such as “Spongebob 
Squarepants” and “Pokémon” 
memes.

2018’s top meme belongs 
easily to the numerous 
“Spongebob” memes that 
overtook Twitter through-
out the entire year. Meme 
creators taking screencaps 

of the beloved childhood 
show and occasionally edit-
ing them gave birth to me-
mes that remained relevant 
throughout the entirety of 
2018. 

Following the death of 
Spongebob creator Stephen 
Hillenburg in late Novem-
ber, it feels only fitting that 

the title of Best Meme of 2018 
belongs to what was creat-
ed from the Daytime Emmy 
award winning show. 

Top Spongebob memes 
include the Spongebob out 
of breath meme, evil Patrick 
meme, Krusty Krab vs. Chum 
Bucket meme, and the spin-
ning Mr. Krabs meme. 

MEME
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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