
BY ISABELLA SENNO 
isabella-senno@uiowa.edu 

Libertarians have lost their status as an official bal-
lot-eligible political party in Iowa after their gubernatorial 
candidate, Jake Porter, failed to earn 2 percent of the votes 
cast in last week’s midterm election. That percentage fell 
short of the state’s legal requirements to be a major politi-
cal party as specified in Iowa Code 43.3.2. 

Going into the midterms, members had 
high hopes that this election would mark 
a new beginning for Libertarians in Iowa. 

“We actually thought we were going to 
do much better, at least enough to keep 
our party status,” Porter said. “The high 
turnout really shocked us, and the ability 
that the Democrats and Republicans had 

this year to rally their bases up to the last minute really 
caught us by surprise.”

According to preliminary tallies, Porter garnered 21,110 
votes, 1.61 percent of ballots cast statewide. All election re-
sults are unofficial until the state canvass is completed in 
December. 

The Libertarian Party gained ballot-eligible status in 
2016, following Gary Johnson’s presidential campaign. 

Between two Des Moines Register polls conducted on the 
gubernatorial race in mid-September and in late October, 
Porter saw his percentage drop by 5 points. 

Since losing the status, Libertarians will not take part in 
future primary elections or hold nominating conventions 
unless a future presidential or gubernatorial Libertarian 
candidate garners the required percentage of votes. 

“Our candidates will still run, but we’ll have to petition 
for all of our ballot access, as we have in the past,” said 
Bryan Jack Holder, the Libertarian congressional candi-
date in Iowa’s 3rd District. “Most Libertarians are used 

Northwestern tops Iowa, 
wins West
The Wildcats brought Isaiah Bowser 
and their ground attack to Kinnick. 
Bowser ran for a touchdown, and 
Bennett Skowronek caught another 
score to beat the Hawkeyes in Kinn-
ick Stadium and eliminate them 
from the Big Ten West race. 

Chemistry Platoon helps 
student-veterans succeed 
in class
The Chemistry Platoon, a group 
created to help student-veterans 
connect with other military-af-
filiated students better and 
understand chemistry, was re-
cently recognized by the National 
Science Foundation for its work.

Weather doesn’t need 
to interfere with biking, 
local group says
Cold temperatures and snowy 
streets may discourage some from 
hitting the road on their bikes, but 
Think Bicycles Johnson County 
recently shared tips to highlight 
the proper equipment and riding 
techniques to use to adjust to the 
changing weather.

Hawkeye defense suffers 
in loss to Wildcats
Northwestern running back Isaiah 
Bowser gouged Iowa for 165 
yards and a touchdown, and the 
Hawkeyes couldn’t make stops in 
key situations. Despite a scoreless 
first half for Northwestern, Bows-
er’s touchdown gave the Wildcats 
momentum.

Fant’s playing time be-
comes key question
Iowa tight end Noah Fant had the 
ball thrown his way just three 
times against Northwestern, 
recording 1 catch for 0 yards. After 
a loss eliminated the Hawkeyes 
from Big Ten title contention, 
one question remains: Where was 
Fant?

BY KATIE ANN MCCARVER
katie-mccarver@uiowa.edu

The Carver Charitable Trust has 
committed $12 million to the UI 
College of Engineering, bringing 
its total donations to $15 million, 
the largest sum the college has ever 
received 

Because of this 
support for re-
search and discov-
ery in biomedical 
engineering, the 
Biomedical Engi-
neering Department 
awaits approval 

by the state Board of Regents to 

change its name to the UI Roy J. 
Carver Department of Biomedical 
Engineering.

“The Carver Charitable Trust has 
demonstrated its unwavering com-
mitment to the elevating research 
that addresses the most pressing 
human-health issues,” UI President 
Bruce Harreld said in a press re-

lease. “We are incredibly thankful 
for our partnership.”

The $12 million will be dedicated 
to additional research by the de-
partment to find solutions for the 
growing issues of lung disease and 
respiratory disorders.

Local group argues for 

carbon tax

BY CALEB MCCULLOUGH 
caleb-mccullough@uiowa.edu 

Following the announcement in October 
that Canada will begin taxing carbon in 2019 
and a failed attempt to pass a similar mea-
sure in Washington, local climate activists 
are pushing to create such a tax on carbon in 
the United States.

Iowa City Climate Advocates is the local 
chapter of Citizens’ Climate Lobby, an or-
ganization that focuses specifically on in-
troducing a revenue-neutral carbon tax in 
the United States, said Eric Johnson, the 
co-leader of the local group. 

Citizens’ Climate Lobby advocates for a tax 
on carbon-based fuels such as gasoline and die-
sel, Johnson said. The revenue collected from 
the fees would be distributed back to Ameri-
cans, keeping government spending the same.

The goal of the measure is to keep carbon 
emissions down and encourage more sus-

tainable energy, Johnson said. Additionally, 
it allows clean energy sources to compete 
with the fossil-fuel industry.

“It just accurately prices the carbon pollu-
tion that is currently just being emitted for 
free,” he said. 

The local Climate Advocates had its No-
vember meeting on Nov. 10, when they par-
ticipated in the national Citizens’ Climate 
Lobby meeting via video conference. 

At the meeting, Anthony Leiserowitz, a se-
nior research scientist at Yale’s Program for 
Climate Change Communication, presented 
a lecture about public perception of climate 
change.

Leiserowitz said 71 percent of registered 
voters support a tax on carbon, including 
56 percent of Republicans. Johnson said he 
finds this bipartisan support to be a neces-
sary part of what Citizens’ Climate Lobby 
does.

“We have to listen first, and you have to 
meet people where they’re at,” he said. 

The organization has also reached out to 
UI students, attending Republican and Lib-
ertarian organization meetings on campus 
in an attempt to raise bipartisan support for 
the carbon tax.
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The Iowa City chapter of 
Citizens’ Climate Lobby works 
nationally and locally on 
climate-change solutions.

Biomedical engineering receives major grant
Biomedical Engineering receives $12 million from the Carver Charitable Trust and now wants to 
change its name to honor its benefactor.

Porter

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.
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WHAT WE'VE WITNESSED
A series reflecting on major stories that have impacted our campus.

Into the real 
‘hunger games’ 
World-renowned journalist Roger 
Thurow started on The Daily Iowan’s 
sports desk. Now, he covers food 
shortages and malnutrition across the 
globe.

BY SARAH WATSON 
sarah-e-watson@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa alumnus 
Roger Thurow left Iowa City 
for a long and storied career 
with the Wall Street Journal; 
afterwards, the now 61-year-
old journalist went on to pen 
three internationally renowned 
books on hunger.

Looking back on his career 
now, he is quick to point out 
that his love of writing began at 
The Daily Iowan — on the sports 
desk, of all places.

In fact, Thurow says the UI 
community has him to thank 
for the Hawkeyes’ last 27 win-
ning seasons in football. And he 
might just be right.

A senior in the fall of 1978, 
Thurow sat at the City Editor’s 
desk, fresh off a stint of lead-
ing the DI’s sports coverage the 
year before.

“You won’t believe it, but the 
Hawkeyes didn’t used to be 
very good,” Thurow says now.

He remembers it was Hal-
loween. The Iowa football head 
coach Bob Commings hadn’t 
achieved a single winning 
season despite performing 
notably better than Frank Lau-
terbur before him. That three-
year coach led the Hawkeyes 
to the team’s first winless year 
the season before Commings 
replaced him.

So Thurow huddled with the 
DI editor-in-chief at the time 

— Bill Conroy — to put their 
complaints in an op-ed ap-
propriately titled “Commings 
must go.”

“Commings was brought 
in to lead the team to a better 
neighborhood. But now Iowa 
football is headed for the junk-
yard again,” the pair wrote at 
the time.

In the next state Board of Re-
gents meeting, Commings was 
ousted as Hawkeye coach.

The university’s next hir-

ing was Hayden Fry — with 
the characteristic aviator-style 
sunglasses and bushy mus-
tache that can be seen all over 
merchandise in Iowa Book, the 
Hawk Shop, and Raygun.

He turned the Hawks 
around, leading the team to its 
first winning season in 19 years 
in 1981 and winning three sub-
sequent Big Ten Champion-
ships. Kirk Ferentz continued 
Fry’s winning career and just 
this season clinched the title 

of the Hawkeye football coach 
with the most victories, beat-
ing out Fry.

Former DI Publisher Bill 
Casey often joked about the 
column leading to the towering 
height of the Hawkeye football 
team now.

“Bill Casey will probably say 
the success of the Iowa Hawk-
eye football program and ath-
letics is because of that,” Thu-
row joked.
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Libertarians 
lose official 
party status
The Libertarian Party of Iowa 
lost its ballot-eligible status after 
gubernatorial candidate Jake Porter 
did not receive 2 percent of the votes 
cast in the Nov. 6 midterms.
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Go to dailyiowan.com to 
see the full story.



Citizens’ Climate Lobby 
also helped create the Cli-
mate Solutions Caucus in 
the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives, a bipartisan group 
that works toward climate 
solutions, Johnson said.

While it is part of a na-
tional organization, IC Cli-
mate Advocates also advo-
cates locally, Johnson said. 
The members work with lo-
cal business and community 
leaders to raise awareness 
and seek endorsements for 
the organization.

The Iowa City City Coun-
cil has publicly endorsed a 
carbon fee, Johnson said. 

Additionally, a member of 
Iowa City Climate Advo-
cates worked with the city 
to develop the Climate Ac-
tion Plan earlier this year.

While the organization 
focuses primarily on the na-
tional level, Climate Advo-
cates co-leader Peter Ron-
lick said the members try to 
meet with state lawmakers 
to encourage legislation in 

Iowa, as well.
“If the federal govern-

ment isn’t going to act, then 
our choice is to do it at the 
state level, at the county lev-
el, at the city level,” he said. 

Ronlick said Iowa also 
has unique issues that may 
need to get worked out at a 
state level, as farmers use 
carbon-intensive practices 
and may not see the bene-

fits that others would from 
a carbon fee. 

More than 600 represen-
tatives from Citizens’ Cli-
mate Lobby, including one 
member of Climate Advo-
cates, will head to Washing-
ton on Tuesday to speak with 
members of Congress about 
a carbon tax, Johnson said. 

Opponents of the tax ar-
gue that it could negatively 
affect low-income residents, 
but Ronlick said there isn’t 
any evidence of that.

“The evidence says, and 
economists on the right and 
the left all agree with this, 
that most people will be 
helped by this,” he said.
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THIS WEEK’S PICKS:
Iowa at Illinois

Syracuse at Notre Dame
Iowa State at Texas
Cincinnati at UCF

Wisconsin at Purdue

chance to win a FREE breakfast
entree from Red Pepper Deli
and FREE pizza from Pizza Pit

Sid Peterson/The Daily Iowan
Brothers Jeff (left) and Steve Loeffelhilz compete in a game of bags at a tailgate prior to the football game between Iowa and Northwestern on Nov. 
10. The temperature in Iowa City stayed at approximately 25 degrees throughout the afternoon — better for bags than the Hawkeye football team, 
apparently.

BAGGING THE GAME

“This extraordinary com-
mitment builds on 30 years 
of unsurpassed support 
from the Carver Charitable 
Trust to the UI,” President 
and CEO of the UI Center 
for Advancement Lynette 
Marshall said in a release. 
“We are grateful to the 
Carver Charitable Trust, 
which continues to build on 
its legacy of advancing sci-
entific discovery and trans-
forming lives.”

According to the re-
lease, lung disease is the 
third-leading cause of death 
in the United States, and re-
spiratory disorders, such as 
asthma and bronchitis, re-
quire further research.

“This gift will help our 
students and faculty to de-
velop new therapies for lung 
disorders such as asthma, 
chronic obstructive pulmo-
nary disease, and lung can-
cer,” UI Biomedical Engi-
neering Department head 
Joseph Reinhardt said in the 
release.

Research has further ben-
efited from close collabora-

tion with colleagues in the 
Carver College of Medicine, 
he said, allowing them to in-
novate based on direct med-
ical application by experi-
enced medical professionals.

The Carver Charitable 
Trust was originally found-
ed after Roy Carver’s death; 
he, along with his wife, made 
significant contributions to 
the UI during his lifetime. 
In 2002 the Carver College 
of Medicine was named in 
the Carvers’ honor because of 
the Carver Charitable Trust’s 
support of biomedical re-
search, UI programs and fa-
cilities, and breakthroughs in 

neuroscience and cardiology.
“We are confident that 

this gift will serve to ac-
celerate ongoing research 
and graduate training, as 
well as attract exceptional 
new faculty investigators,” 
executive administrator of 
the Carver Charitable Trust 
Troy Ross said in the re-
lease. “All of which should 
lead to enhanced scientific 
understanding and effec-
tive care for those living 
with conditions affecting 
the airway.”

The Biomedical Engineer-
ing Department has an en-
rollment of 618 students in 

undergraduate and graduate 
programs.

“As we look to attract 
support from federal agen-
cies, philanthropic organi-
zations, and other sources, 
the cutting-edge research 
facilitated by this gift will 
position … the Universi-
ty of Iowa as the premier 
destination for pulmonary 
and respiratory biomedical 
engineering,” Engineering 
College Dean Alec Scranton 
said in the release.

The regents will deter-

mine whether the depart-
ment will change its name 
at the meeting later this 
week in Cedar Falls.

“A gift of this magnitude 
will not only increase the 
national and global visibility 
and impact of the future UI 
Roy J. Carver Department 
of Biomedical Engineering,” 
Scranton said. “It will also 
allow us to recruit stellar fac-
ulty members, enroll enter-
prising graduate students, 
and produce research that 
will transform lives.”

TRUST
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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PARTY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The four-and-a-half-year 
Hawkeye also described the 
newsroom unionizing after the 
Vietnam War for the first time. 
Veterans who were staff pho-
tographers had families and 
gained insurance coverage and 
salaries before Thurow graduat-
ed in 1979.

But a long clip-list from the 
DI wasn’t the end of UI grad’s 
journalistic escapades. He end-
ed up launching a career in 
1980 at the Wall Street Journal 
after completing a senior-year 
internship there the summer 
following his legendary op-ed.

Soon after he secured the job, 
the newly employed Thurow 
met Scott Kilman, a DI reporter 
and future collaborator. Kilman 
remembered that the Hous-
ton/Dallas Bureau reporter re-
turned to the UI for an awards 
dinner wearing a cowboy hat.

“It might even have had a 
feather in it,” Kilman said. “I’m 
not sure. I knew he was from 
the Midwest, and my first 
thought was, ‘He went Texas 
really fast.’ ”

Kilman, who worked with 

Thurow at the Wall Street Journal, 
now describes him as a journal-
istim icon and a personal friend.

“He was legendary, even 
then,” said Kilman, a former 
reporter for the DI who later 
collaborated with Thurow on 
Pulitzer-nominated journalism 
work for the Journal.

“He’s just got a really good 
heart,” Kilman said. “People 
like him, they do the job they 
do because they believe if the 
public knows what’s going on, 
the public will care and react to 
try to make things better — he 
really lives that.”

Just a few years Thurow’s 
junior, Kilman reported on ag-
riculture for the Journal, and 
Thurow reported internation-
ally, hopscotching from country 
to country. As part of an effort 
by the paper to connect interna-
tionally, the two UI grads collab-
orated to track U.S. agriculture 
products to countries in which 
malnutrition and food short-
ages dominated the political 
climate.

The pair became 2004 Pu-
litzer Prize finalists in Inter-
national Reporting for their 
collection of reporting on hun-
ger internationally, called “The 
Anatomy of Famine.”

The collection was praised by 

the Pulitzer board for “haunt-
ing stories that shed new light 
on starvation in Africa and 
prompted international agen-
cies to rethink their policies.”

Thurow, a stoic but easy-go-
ing journalist, went on to report 
on the fall of the Berlin Wall, Nel-
son Mandela’s release from pris-
on, and the Ethiopian famine.

In fact, witnessing that fam-
ine drew him away from the 
daily deadlines of the Journal. 
He decided to leave the report-
ing desk in 2010 to pursue long-
form journalism full time as a 
Senior Fellow for the Chicago 
Council on Global Affairs in the 
Global Food and Agriculture 
Program.

Armed with fresh memories 
of malnutrition in children, Thu-
row and Kilman set to work to 
write a collection of their most 
poignant stories, immortalized 
in ENOUGH, Why the World’s 
Poorest Starve in an Age of Plenty. 
The award-winning book even-
tually evolved into a trilogy, once 
Thurow decided to jump in to 
long-form journalism.

“I like to call it the real hun-
ger-games trilogy,” Thurow 
said.

Just two years after he broke 
off from the Journal, he wrote 
the second book in the series, 

The Last Hunger Season: A Year 
in an African Farm Community on 
the Brink of Change in 2012.

His latest book, The First 1,000 
Days: A Crucial Time for Mothers 
and Children — And the World, 
details Thurow’s interviews 
with mothers with children un-
der 1,000 days old.

The 2016 book examined 
malnutrition during children’s 
earliest years in countries in 
which infant-mortality rates 
are drastically high. Thurow 
described the ethical quandary 
of covering malnutrition as dif-
ficult.

“It was some of the hardest 
reporting I’d ever done,” he 
said. “Because you’d get into 
these situations where it is so 
easy as someone from the Unit-
ed States to say, ‘I can help that 
problem with whatever small 
amount of money’ — but I 
couldn’t.”

But, he said, he believed food 
shortages and hunger deserved 
his full attention and passion.

“In 2003, what I saw in Ethi-
opia reignited my passion for 
stories,” Thurow said. “I said, 
this is my purpose as a journal-
ist, this is the story that I was 
meant to write about.”

And 15 years later, he says he’s 
not ready to stop anytime soon.

to having to get on the ballot 
through the petition process, 
so it’s something that we’re 
familiar and comfortable 
with.”

This marks the second time 
a third party has won and 
lost official status in Iowa. In 
2000, Green Party candidate 
Ralph Nader won 2.2 percent 
of the vote, but the party lost 
its position after a lackluster 
performance in 2002. 

Cary Covington, a Univer-
sity of Iowa associate profes-
sor of political science, said 

the deck is stacked against 
third parties maintaining of-
ficial-party status in the tra-
ditionally bipartisan United 
States. 

“You’re socialized to think 
in terms of that duality of 
Democrat-Republican,” he 
said. “You have to have been 
really disillusioned to think 
that neither of the two major 
parties have anything to offer 
you, and for most voters that’s 
not the case.”

The number of votes Por-
ter collected did not affect 
who won the gubernatorial 
race, said UI political-science 
Associate Professor Timothy 
Hagle. 

Republican Gov. Kim Reyn-

olds was declared victorious 
over Democratic opponent 
Fred Hubbell by approximate-
ly 40,000 votes, 3 percent of 
the total. Covington said bal-
lots cast for Porter most likely 
reduced Reynolds’ margin of 
success rather than Hubbell’s 
chances for taking the gover-
norship. 

Porter cited the uncertain-
ty of the close gubernatorial 
election and a lack of local 
Libertarian infrastructure as 
the main factors behind los-
ing major-party status. 

“It came down to the fact 
that the Democrats and the 
Republicans have an infra-
structure that really lets them 
get out the vote,” Porter said. 

“It’s a temporary setback, but 
I expect we’ll get our party 
status back in 2020, and then 
we’ll be able to maintain it in 
the 2022 gubernatorial race. 
We’re going to keep building, 
and that’s why focusing at the 
local level is critical.” 

Despite the loss, with just 
over 13,000 registered mem-
bers, Libertarians remain 
energized about the organiza-
tion’s future. 

“We would like to become 
as big as the Democrats and 
Republicans someday,” Hold-
er said. “It might take 10 years, 
but we’re all willing to stay 
with this and work toward 
that goal. It’s all about giving 
people more options.”

THUROW
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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Chemistry Platoon helps veterans link up 
BY KELSEY HARRELL 
kelsey-harrell@uiowa.edu

When looking back on 
making his transition from 
being in the Army to going 
to college, Scott Daly, a UI 
chemistry assistant profes-
sor and the creator of the 
Chemistry Platoon, remem-
bered how difficult it was to 
become a student again. 

The Chemistry Platoon 
allows veteran-students to 
connect with other mili-
tary-affiliated students and 
better understand chemis-
try. 

Recently, the group was 
recognized by the National 
Science Foundation for its 
work with veterans in STEM 
careers. 

There are a large number 
of veterans and military-af-
filiated students on campus, 
and he created the Chemis-
try Platoon to help people be 
good students and succeed 
in their classes, Daly said. 

With the help of the UI 
Office of Assessment, he 
collected data to determine 
how student-veterans were 
doing in their chemistry 
courses compared with more 
traditional students and 
found that being a veteran 
was a negative predictor for 
grades, he said. 

“It became very clear that 
this was a population that 
we should be supporting, at 
least in chemistry but more 
broadly here on campus,” 
Daly said. 

The meetings are mainly 
supplemental instruction, 
he said. They can vary from 
having the opportunity to 
ask questions about home-
work assignments, having a 
mini-lectures, or reviewing 
before exams, he said. 

The Chemistry Platoon 
meets Tuesday and Wednes-
day from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in the 
Communication Center. 

The meeting topics go 
beyond chemistry; the 
members also discuss what 

students can do with their 
degrees after graduation, 
Daly said. The students ar-
en’t always chemistry ma-
jors, but they may be just 
getting through the gener-
al-education requirements 
for their degree, he said. 

“I have seen students come 
in extremely frustrated, es-
pecially early on in college, 
because I don’t think they 
had a good image as to what 
collegiate life is about,” Daly 
said. “Especially in terms of 
coursework demand, time 
management, and it’s not 
that people struggle with 

it, they just had a different 
vision in their mind as to 
what this was going to be all 
about.” 

A small group of people 
generally attends the meet-
ings, and those who do have 
been successful, said UI 
student Austin Benson, the 
current mentor for the pro-
gram. 

The group helps create a 
community of people with 
the same mindset of success 
and a unique area in which 

to learn, Benson said. 
The meetings allow stu-

dents to discuss concepts 
learned in class and get 
viewpoints from people oth-
er than their instructors, 
he said. The meetings don’t 
have a formal structure until 
around test week,  when the 
students begin reviewing. 

“I think we have similar 
concepts when it comes to 
college — we’re still isolat-
ed in our own way,” Benson 
said. “So it’s nice to be able 
to put your foot in the door, 

but quite often, it’s easier 
to branch out after meeting 
people in the group.” 

After arriving at the UI, 
Ryan Salacinski, now a se-
nior and current tutor for 
the program, joined the 
Chemistry Platoon after 
struggling with a chemistry 
class. He received help from 
Daly and the mentors of the 
program to succeed in his 
class. 

He originally joined the 
program to pass his class-
es and find a community 

of people, Salacinski said. 
College can be isolating for 
veterans, and going to the 
Chemistry Platoon allows 
them to talk to people about 
not only chemistry but about 
their day and classes, he 
said. 

“The Chemistry Platoon 
gives new veterans a life-
line for chemistry as well as 
a small community of other 
veterans to kind of give them 
a place to go and people who 
care about them,” Salacinski 
said. 

The Chemistry Platoon is a program started to help student-veterans succeed in their chemistry courses and create a community. 
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The recent midterm elections 
gave a platform to one of the 
most interesting races in recent 
memory. The last time Demo-
crats in Texas won a statewide 
office was in 1994, and since 
then, the margins of loss for Tex-
an Democrats have been wide 
for all candidates. But Beto O’Ro-
urke, a Democrat from El Paso, 
changed that notion radically — 
for a time, the country genuinely 
wondered if Texas would turn 
blue.

O’Rourke and his campaign 
very much exist within the con-
text and framing of history.  As a 
Senate candidate, O’Rourke gal-
vanized crowds and moved people 
in ways that hint at the beginnings 
of a new political movement. The 
roots of this can be found in the 
1960s, specifically concerning Rob-
ert F. Kennedy, the U.S. attorney 
general under his brother John. 
While perhaps a cheap compari-
son to make, it’s difficult to ignore 
the immediate Kennedy associa-
tions with this new charismatic, 
Irish-Catholic politician. 

O’Rourke’s race was one 
that felt like the culmination of 
changing tides and previous blue 
pushes in the South. Much of the 
Beto narrative can be connected 
to a part of the Kennedy legacy 
— Bobby Kennedy, a fierce so-
cial rights activist and politician 
from the 1960s, was known for 
his ardent support of civil rights 
leaders like Martin Luther King 

Jr. and tough crackdown on orga-
nized crime. After King’s assassi-
nation, Kennedy gave one of the 
most moving, extemporaneous 
speeches in contemporary Amer-
ican history.

“In this difficult day, in this 
difficult time for the United 
States,” Kennedy said, standing 
on the bed of a flatbed truck, “it is 
perhaps well to ask what kind of 
a nation we are and what direc-
tion we want to move in.” 

The speech proved the charac-
ter of the 42 -year-old presidential 
candidate: He proved himself to 
be an ally to the people beyond 
scripted performances. His 
speech was delivered only a cou-
ple of hours after the assassina-
tion, but it was full of poise, grace, 
and, most importantly, passion.

“What we need in the Unit-
ed States is not division; what 
we need in the United States is 
not hatred; what we need in the 
United States is not violence or 
lawlessness; but love and wis-
dom, and compassion toward 
one another, and a feeling of jus-

tice toward those who still suffer 
within our country, whether 
they be white or they be black.”

This impromptu speech was 
mirrored, in ways, during the 2018 
midterm election. O’Rourke’s re-
sponse to a question at a town hall 
meeting on how he felt about the 
NFL kneeling controversy depict-
ed some of the same passionate 
empathy that Kennedy’s speech 
did. Tracking the American Civ-
il Rights Movement from “the 
young girls who died in the church 
bombing” to “those who took their 
lives into their hands riding those 
Greyhound buses […] who knew 
full well they would be arrested,” 
O’Rourke stood with the kneeling 
football players.

“I can think of nothing more 
American than to peacefully 
stand up, or take a knee, for your 
rights, anytime, anywhere, any-
place,” he ended his speech.

O’Rourke’s charismat-
ic approach to politics — his 
deep-rooted interest in the en-
tirety of his home state and its 
people — were at the core of his 

platform. It is no surprise that he 
bears striking similarity to Ken-
nedy. In more ways than one, 
the young politician embodies 
the persuasive, passionate opti-
mism of Kennedy. He speaks for 
the people, and seemingly has 
inspired them in a similar way 
to Kennedy. Both appealed to 
the same groups — black, work-
ing-class, and Hispanic voters — 
under the same types of reform 
and policy. If you look online, 
O’Rourke has become somewhat 
of a beacon pointing where peo-
ple want the country to head. 
Rather than a politician looking 
for office, many saw O’Rourke 
as an emblem of what American 
politics could look like — and 
they still do. 

O’Rourke is at the head of a 
movement, regardless of how 
you consider his loss in his mid-
term race. Where that move-
ment will take us as we approach 
2020 is unclear, but, for now, it’s 
evident that O’Rourke will not be 
stepping out of the spotlight any 
time soon — nor should he.

Hands off my Holiday 
celebration 

Every year, at the end of 
Oct. 31, the Bah! Humbugs of 
the world despise the spirit of 
those that spread joy for all to 
hear. “You’re skipping Thanks-
giving,” they say as a valid ex-
cuse to intrude on the person-
al decisions of those around 
them. 

I wasn’t always an early 
celebrator. It wasn’t until I 
began playing piano that I be-
came extra eager to enjoy the 
Christmas spirit. Sounds of 
Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Suite 
filled my home as I prepared 
for numerous recitals and 
performances that needed to 
be perfected on or before Dec. 
1. My household consequently 

got an early start to the holi-
day season. 

As a family, we made the 
best out of the situation before 
us. Celebrating early allows us 
more Saturdays to watch more 
Christmas movies togeth-
er, starting with Jingle All the 
Way (every year without fail). 
This does not mean we don’t 
enjoy A Charlie Brown Thanks-
giving. We find it possible to 
enjoy both simultaneously, 
but make the most out of the 
weeks between Halloween and 
Thanksgiving. 

I don’t question this ear-
ly celebration. After all, why 
would I question looking for-
ward to the holiday season? 
Shouldn’t everybody? Is a Tur-
key Trot really worth being ex-
cited for? Only to be followed 
by sitting around the living 
room with a full stomach? I do 
enjoy the Thanksgiving holi-
day but am not one to pretend 
that it is so grand that it can’t 
justifiably be overshadowed by 
Christmas. 

We rejoice more time on 
tests, homework, time with 
friends, and sleep, but shame 
others for making more time 
to celebrate the holiday season 
at the end of Halloween? 

Halloween has ended. Hap-
py Holidays, everyone. 

Wait your turn, Christmas
Halloween has come and 

passed. And while some of us 
have started our Christmas 
countdown calendars and en-
tered full-on holiday season, 
others of us haven’t even be-
gun to think of the approach-
ing festivities. I’m here to tell 
you that we shouldn’t start the 
holiday season as soon as Hal-
loween ends. Rather, I think 
the it should start the day after 
Thanksgiving on Black Friday. 

Don’t get me wrong, I love 
the holidays as much as the 
next person. Every year I look 
forward to seeing classic hol-
iday movies such as Elf, Home 
Alone, and It’s a Wonderful Life 
during ABC Family’s 25 days 
of Christmas movie mara-

thon. I also love indulging in 
the plethora of holiday cook-
ies that my mom bakes every 
year as well as spending time 
with family and friends watch-
ing sports and enjoying the 
much-needed reprieve from 
the rigors of school. 

That’s why I’m a believer in 
limiting the holiday season to 
roughly the month of Decem-
ber — including the few days 
after Thanksgiving in Novem-
ber and extending to Jan. 1. 

When we extend the holi-
day season so that it starts two 
months before Christmas, we 
diminish the vitality of the hol-
iday season. With two months 
of holiday cheer, every day 
becomes less special than it 
could be if the holiday season 
were limited to a month. We 
should let November be what 
it is — a month of preparing 
for finals, winter, and the holi-
day season. 

With that said, there’s noth-
ing wrong with listening to a 
little holiday music in Novem-
ber. But, I do think it’s going a 
bit too far to start any decorat-
ing or festivities before Hal-
loween’s pumpkins have had 
time to decay. Halloween’s 
stash of candy ought to be able 
to tame your holiday passions 
until Turkey Day rolls around.
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COLUMN

Sessions resigned, the left is mad? 
Suddenly people are more than willing to spring to Jeff Sessions’ side after his 
resignation Nov. 7. I can’t help but wonder why?

Two Daily Iowan columnists debate when 
holidays start, but more importantly, 
when to start the celebration.

Condense the 
Holiday Season

Two years ago, Donald Trump 
announced that he would make 
Jeff Sessions his attorney general. 
This announcement was met with 
immediate opposition from both 
the left and the right. Sessions’ 
track record is less than ideal; he 
has a history of revoking African 
American’s right to vote, and 
in 1986, he was denied a federal 
judgeship, which many attribute 
to Sessions’ already outdated love 
for law-and-order policing cou-
pled with his racist antics. Despite 
Sessions’ rocky reputation, Presi-
dent Trump ultimately appointed 
him to a position that would allow 
Sessions to be outright biased in 
the application of the law. 

I myself am still astonished that 
Sessions was ever able to be attor-
ney general. To me, appointing 

Sessions to lead the country’s law 
enforcement would be like ap-
pointing Harvey Weinstein to run 
a battered women’s shelter. Proba-
bly not the best idea.

Yet, in the wake of Sessions’ 
resignation, protesters have 
flooded the streets all over the 
country. Not just any protesters, 
these are the same people who 
were opposed to Sessions in the 
first place, but now, they advo-
cate for him. 

Suddenly, people are more 
than willing to spring to Sessions’ 
side. I can’t help but wonder, why?

On Nov. 8, MoveOn, a pro-
gressive organization that ad-
vocates for social justice, hosted 
a nationwide protest that stood 
against Sessions’ recent demise. 
Hundreds of UI students and 
community members gathered 
on the Pentacrest in support. 
Signs held in the air asserted 
that Sessions’ resignation was 
a breach of democracy. Chants 
were screamed into the frigid 
night, “Wake up Congress, do 
your job,” and “Conclusion, col-
lusion.” It is obvious that the left 
is using Sessions’ removal as yet 
another pawn in their relentless 
Russia investigation, which has 

yet to turn up any hard evidence 
against President Trump. 

And though I know full well 
that MoveOn and other orga-
nizations are protesting Ses-
sions’ resignation on the basis 
of the Russia investigation, I 
still cannot turn a blind eye to 
the obvious hypocrisy here. Mo-
veOn’s website advertises that 
it “envisions a world marked by 
equality, sustainability, justice, 
and love.” It goes on to add that 
the organization mobilizes peo-
ple to achieve these goals. But 
on Thursday night, MoveOn led 
a protest that stood against the 
resignation of Sessions. 

Watching progressive orga-
nizations oppose Sessions’ res-
ignation has been appalling. I 
understand why people are still 
suspicious of the president and his 
alleged collusion with Russia, but 
there are bigger problems at hand. 

Sessions is an old-school, law 
and order Republican who holds 
outdated beliefs about how to 
combat drug addiction. During 
his time as attorney general, 
Sessions broke from Obama era 
policies by ordering federal pros-
ecutors to seek the maximum 
punishment for low-level drug 

crimes. Additionally, Sessions 
has been quoted saying, “good 
people don’t smoke marijuana.” 
And as Michigan became the 
32nd state to allow the use of 
medical marijuana, it is abun-
dantly clear that Sessions is be-
hind the times. 

The fact that progressive 
groups around the country 
flipped on a dime to condemn 
Sessions’ removal only furthers 
the right’s point: The left will do 
anything to condemn Trump. 
And quite frankly, that is too bad. 

When people from either side 
of the aisle lose sight of what they 
stand for, everything becomes a 
political game. Today, it is clear to 
me that the left will say anything 
to make  Trump sound bad. And 
though I agree that Trump is not 
my favorite president, I don’t 
agree with manipulating agen-
das to fit what today’s news cycle 
may bring. MoveOn lost sight in 
its advertised values in an effort 
to make President Trump look 
bad. I do not believe that the col-
lateral damage, advocating for 
Sessions to remain in control of 
U.S.’s law enforcement, is worth 
making the president look bad 
for a measly 24 hours. 
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COLUMNPOINT/COUNTERPOINT

Nathan Hunsinger/Dallas Morning News/TNS
Rep. Beto O’Rourke, D-Texas, speaks during a debate with Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, in Dallas on Sept. 21. O’Rourke 
lost a close Senate race to Cruz.
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Once upon a blue Texas
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In many ways, Beto O’Rourke’s campaign has mimicked that of Robert F. Kennedy through 
their shared goals and demographics. What does that mean for O’Rourke in 2020? 



BY ALEXANDRA SKORES
alexandra-skores@uiowa.edu

Iowa City’s electronic 
dance music community 
had never been fully recog-
nized until two UI seniors 
and part-time DJs took it 
upon themselves to create 
“UIEDM,” a community 
of local fans that meets at 
EDM shows and supports 
the artists.

“We were really trying 
to figure out how to get a 
group of EDM fans togeth-
er, because we had noticed 
a lot of interest from the 
community,” said UI se-
nior Aditya Chahande, a co-
founder of UIEDM.

Both Chahande and co-
founder Davin Titus had 
noticed other universities, 
such as University of Tex-
as, had groups to support 
EDM fans and local art-
ists. In a community with 
a bar scene as large as Iowa 
City’s, Titus and Chahande 
perceived a growing need 
to establish a group of fans.

“We began a Facebook 
page of EDM fans in Io-
wa City to try to connect 
them to one another, both 
in shows and outside of 
them,” Titus said. “Since 
then, it has grown largely 
into this community con-
nected upon a mutual love 
for EDM.”

Titus frequently DJs at 
the Summit, 10 S. Clinton 
St., and Chahande DJs at 
the Eden Lounge. Neither 
had any prior experience in 
the music field, but they de-
cided to further their hobby 
of spinning and get paid 
for it. 

Since then, their passion 
for the EDM culture has 
flourished. 

“The EDM fan base is 
different from any oth-
er fan base because it is 
one of passion,” Chahande 

said. “EDM fans not only 
go to shows together, they 
also talk to each other and 
share music. Even things 
not related to music, the 
community has grown to be 
friends with one another, 
and it’s hard to come across 
that these days.”

Chahande, with the help 
of longtime friend Franklin 
Jensen, created a website 
used by Iowa EDM fans to 
help alert them to shows all 
over Iowa. 

“It scrapes data from 
smaller websites, and it 
compiles a list of events in 
Iowa,” Chahande said. “I 
then look at the data and 
double-check it is full of 
events in Iowa, and then I 
publish links to promoters 
and tickets.”

Chahande and Titus 
said they have made many 
friends and developed fans 
of their own sets at local 
bars. Chahande also noted 
that Iowa State EDM fans 
may show some potential 
for collaboration. 

In addition to collabo-
rating with other schools, 
UIEDM has considered be-

coming a recognized stu-
dent organization, Chah-
ande and Titus said. 

“We definitely have 

thought about the potential 
in being a student orga-
nization,” Titus said. “We 
would have to look into it a 
little bit more and the rules 

and regulations of it.”
UIEDM has created a lot 

of positive outcomes, as 
Brittney Guzick, Titus’ girl-

friend, will point out. 
“I met him [Titus] at 

Summit while he was 
DJ’ing,” Guzick said. “He’s 
one of the best DJs in Iowa 
City with a lot of poten-
tial. These two [Chahande 
and Titus] are doing great 
things for a growing fan 
base in Iowa City, and I 
can’t wait to see what is to 
become of it.” 

UIEDM follower Rachel 
Sabo said the local EDM 
culture has a lot of similari-
ty to that of her hometown, 
Chicago.

“When coming to school 
in Iowa, I feared that I 
would be ripped away from 
that community and would 
have less opportunity to 
attend shows,” she said. 
“I was proven wrong from 
multiple show announce-
ments that included artists 
I loved, and it made me feel 
not so far from home.”
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MONDAY SCHEDULE
DITV Crossover  8:45-9am

DJ Training  11:30am-1:30pm

We Still Here Radio  3-4pm

News at 4  4-4:30pm

Science for Sixty  5-6pm

The 606  6-7pm

Soul Sample  7-8pm

It’s a Date!  8-9pm

HipHopHealinG  10-11pmSUBMIT AN EVENT
Want to see your special event appear here?  Email dicalendar@uiowa.edu with details.

Across
 1    Something up one’s sleeve?
 6    To’s opposite
10  Fool
14  Fashion designer Geoffrey
15  Four-star review
16  “Lovely” Beatles girl
17  Anode or cathode
20  Onetime leader of Iran
21  Former Disney C.E.O. Michael

22  Antlered animal
23  Land for O’Connor or O’Casey
25  Unspoken but understood
27  Iconic San Francisco bridge
33  Chanel of perfume fame
34  Response to “Who wants to go?”
35  In order that one might
37  Jewel
38  Where to find the ends of 17-, 27-,  

      50- and 65-Across
41  Vinyl records, for short
44  Hester of “The Scarlet Letter”
46  “Water Under the Bridge” singer, 
      2016
48  Frozen dessert franchise
50  Steinbeck novel set in Monterey
53  Admission of perjury
55  Daytime store window sign
56  Candy from a dispenser
57  Urbana-Champaign students
61  Rock music boosters
65  Letting others occupy the 
      spotlight
68  Roman poet who wrote “Ars
      Amatoria”
69  Hat’s edge
70  Pioneering name in video games
71  Garfield and Odie, for two
72  Subdue through electric shock
73  1800s president nicknamed “His 
      Accidency”

 Down
 1    ___ and flows
 2   Jacob’s first wife, in the Bible
 3   Software version for testing
 4   Discreetly, informally
 5   Tiny
 6   Cooking in a pan with oil
 7   “Confound it!”
 8   Place to cook a turkey
 9   Only
10  The first “T” of TNT
11  Relative of alcopop
12  Like this type
13  Address, as a listener

18  Bridle strap
19  Action star originally known as
      Laurence Tureaud
24  Team race
26  Make a scene?
27  Band’s booking
28  “You ___ me one”
29  Rap rock band with the 7x 
      platinum album “Significant 
      Other”
30  “Quaking” tree
31  Excessively
32  Distinctive feature of Mr. Spock
36  Look that might “shoot daggers”
39  Abbr. ending a company name
40  Genetic stuff
42  West Bank-based grp.
43  Make clothing
45  Ingredient in a manhattan
47  China’s Ming or Manchu
48  Pinnacle
49  Synonym for both “adhere” and
      “split”
51  Undistinguished
52  “Beowulf,” e.g.
54  Loud noise
58  Pride parade inits.
59  Actress ___ Flynn Boyle
60  Long-legged wader
62  Offering now discontinued by
      most discount carriers
63  Cut (down)
64  Keep the sauce from congealing, 
      say
66  Passports et al.
67  Kit ___ bar

• Veterans Day Flag Display, all day, Pentacrest West Lawn
• Gender-Based Violence Through a Global Lens: Forum Theater, 1 p.m.,
    1117 University Capitol Center
• Noh Theater Events — Elements of Noh, 1:30 p.m., IC Public Library Room A, 123 S. Linn
• Iowa Environmental Law Society Guest Speaker, Ed Tormey, general counsel for 
   Iowa DNR, 3:45 p.m., 235 Boyd Law
• Arabic Grammar Table, 5 p.m., 612 Phillips
• Creative Matters: Charles Limb, surgeon, 5:30 p.m., 240 Art West
• DVIP Bench Press, 7-9 p.m., Medical Education & Research Facility
• Prairie Lights Presents: Alexander McCall Smith, 7 p.m., First United Methodist 
   Church, 214 E. Jefferson
• UI Lecture Committee Presents David Eagleman, 7:30 p.m., Englert 221 E. Washington
• Open Mic, with J Knight, 8 p.m., Mill, 120 E. Burlington

WHAT’S HAPPENING TODAY
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New Donors EARN
$270

for 4 donations!
Schedule an appointment at biotestplasma.com

Biotest Plasma Center
408 S Gilbert | 319.341.8000

Call Letters: KRUI  |  Frequency: 89.7MHz
Hours of Operations: 24 Hours a day

KRUI is the second largest student organization at the University of Iowa. Any 
registered student, faculty or staff member may join the KRUI organization.  
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UI seniors nurture EDM scene in Iowa City
Two University of Iowa seniors and part-time DJs have sparked a growing community of EDM followers in Iowa City.

Chris Kalous/The Daily Iowan
Local DJs Aditya Chahande (left) and Davin Titus work to build an EDM community. Aditya is a DJ at Eden Lounge, and Davin is a DJ at the Summit. 

‘The EDM fan base is different from any other 
fan base because it is one of passion. EDM fans 

not only go to shows together, they also talk 
to each other and share music. Even things not 

related to music, the community has grown 
to be friends with one another, and it’s hard to 

come across that these days.’
— Aditya Chahande, UIEDM cofounder
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Wildcat woes for Iowa football
Iowa lost its fourth game of the season at the hands of Northwestern. The Hawkeye offense failed to take advantage of a 
Wildcat defense giving up nearly 25 points per game entering the season. Northwestern clinched the West with its win.

Clockwise from top left: Northwestern’s Montre Hartage watches Iowa wide receiver Ihmir-Smith Marsette catch a pass 
during the Iowa/Northwestern game at Kinnick Stadium on Nov. 10. (Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan) Northwestern running 
back Isaiah Bowser is tackled by Iowa defense. (Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan) Northwestern’s Riley Lees jumps over Iowa’s 
Josh Turner. (Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan) Northwestern quarterback T.J. Green (10) sings the school alma mater along 
the sidelines. (David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan) Iowa defensive back Michael Ojemudia (11) tackles Northwestern wide 
receiver Riley Lees (19) along the sidelines after defeating Iowa. (David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan) Northwestern’s Cam-
eron Green (84) is wrapped up by the Iowa defense. (David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan)

14-10HAWKEYESWILDCATS



SPORTS 7    THE DAILY IOWAN   |  DAILYIOWAN.COM  |  MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2018

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive back Amani Hooker (27), defensive end Sam Brincks (90), and linebacker Jack Hockaday tackle Northwestern quarterback Clayton Thorson at Kinnick Stadium 
on Nov. 10.

Defending Northwestern’s 
game was all about sticking to 
the coverage they had planned 
for the Hawkeyes and adjust-
ing when it mattered most. 

But the “little” mistakes, 
such as allowing Bowser to 
run through the middle of the 
defense for the touchdown, 
determined the game. 

“We had a couple gaps on 
cover a couple times, and their 
guy ran, the kid ran the ball 
really hard, guys up front did 
a good job,” head coach Kirk 
Ferentz said. “And they stretch 
it out a little bit, so you got to 
make some choices on how 
you want to fill those gaps. But 
when we did leave one open, 
they hit it pretty well.”

Northwestern’s advantage 
came from being able to move 
downfield quickly by taking 
advantage of the holes in the 
defense. 

“We practiced with every-
thing they had,” Epenesa said. 
“I know I got caught in a spot 
where I was kind of stuck in 
the middle when I should have 
had the quarterback. I got 
there late, but they got the first 
down. We’ve got to finish, and 
that’s an example of me not 
finishing and doing my job.”

fewer than Moore, but who’s 
counting?)

Sure, defenses have ad-
justed. But why can’t Iowa 
adjust? If defensive adjust-
ments are the sole reason 
for Fant’s disappearing act 
(which I don’t buy one bit), 

then that’s a huge blunder 
by the Hawkeye coaching 
staff.

I don’t buy the notion that 
Iowa’s plan to put the best 
players on the field at the 
right time doesn’t include 
Fant. Throwing a fade route 
to Max Cooper on third-and-
long (when Iowa has two of 
the country’s best tight ends, 
each more than adequately 
equipped to go up for a jump 

ball) does not go hand-in-
hand with Ferentz’s ratio-
nale.

Fant has had himself a 
whirlwind of a season to 
date, and I applaud the way 
he continues to handle him-
self.

With his father and broth-
er tweeting about their dis-
satisfaction with Iowa foot-
ball (and igniting a rage in 
the Hawkeye fanbase), Fant 

has answered each and ev-
ery question thrown his 
way, and he’s said the right 
things — he’s not throwing 
his family under the bus, 
nor is he saying he doesn’t 
believe in the program’s 
philosophy.

But those tweets should 
have never been posted, and 
those questions never asked. 
Fant should be Iowa’s fo-
cal point on offense, but he 

hasn’t been this season.
I wrote earlier that this 

season will go down in histo-
ry as a giant “what-if,” and so 
will Fant’s junior year with 
the Hawkeye program.

Iowa’s offense has been 
explosive at times. The best 
passing performance of the 
season came when quarter-
back Nate Stanley tossed 6 
touchdowns against Indi-
ana. Fant had 4 catches for 

101 yards and a touchdown 
that game.

That was also the last time 
he caught a touchdown, and 
since then, Iowa is 1-3.

With Fant uninvolved, 
Iowa can wave goodbye to 
any hopes of offensive fire-
power, much like it (offi-
cially) said goodbye to its 
dreams of a Big Ten Cham-
pionship appearance against 
Northwestern.
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Iowa’s defense turned leaky for the Northwestern running 
game, and that ultimately led to a momentum shift in the wrong 
direction for the Hawkeyes in Kinnick on Nov. 10. 

The defense was strong in the first half, keeping the game 
close and maintaining a 3-0 lead. Going into halftime, North-
western had merely 75 yards of total offense. 

The Hawkeyes had expected a heavy pass scheme from the 
Wildcats, but in the first half, quarterback Clayton Thorson 
threw only 10 times with 5 completions. 

In the running game, Isaiah Bowser collected 46 yards on 9 
carries, but Thorson lost 12 yards on sacks by Amani Hooker and 
Chauncey Golston.

In the second half, things shifted, and Northwestern took 
control of the Iowa defense. 

“They had some good scheme plays against our defense,” 
safety Jake Gervase said. “We knew coming into it they were a 
solid offense in both the run and the pass game. They had some 
good plays schemed up that hit us with some big yards here and 
there.”

A shift in the Wildcats’ game plan gave them a big advantage 
out of the halftime gate. They almost doubled their passing 

yards and had 150 rushing yards in the final 30 minutes. 
Two interceptions in the third quarter proved that Iowa’s de-

fense was locked in on Northwestern’s passing game, but the 
running game was a different story. 

Bowser alone had 165 of those yards, including a big 34-yard, 
momentum-shifting run through the middle of Iowa’s defense 
that resulted in 7 points.

“There are just a few plays in the game that decide it, and you 
never know which one it’s going to be,” defensive end A.J. Epe-
nesa said. “We’ve got to show up and play every play like it’s [that 
one].”

Wildcats trample Iowa’s defense
Iowa’s defense was once the most dependable area of the team, but after faltering two weeks in a row, it’s time to make major adjustments.

David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive end Parker Hesse (40), Iowa defensive end Matt Nelson (96), and Iowa defensive end Sam Brincks (90) look back toward their bench during the game against Northwestern on Nov. 10 at Kinnick. The Wildcats deflated 
the Hawkeyes’ dreams, 14-10.

SEE FOOTBALL, 7

The best coaches and sys-
tems in the country get the 
ball into the hands of their 
best players.

It’s simple, really — if 
you’ve got a player who’s an 
obvious mismatch, you fig-
ure out a way to get the ball 
into his hands, plain and 
simple.

Look at Purdue’s Rondale 
Moore; he’s freakishly agile 
and has breakaway speed. 
Head coach Jeff Brohm gets 
the ball into his hands one 
way or another, whether 
that’s through the air or 
the ground. Moore has 82 
receptions and 11 carries 
this season. Offensively, 
he averages 9.3 touches per 
game. That’s not including 
his impact on special teams, 
by the way.

If Purdue can get the ball 
into the hands of its 5-9, 
175-pound receiver, how on 
earth does Hawkeye tight 
end Noah Fant finish with 
1 catch on Nov. 10 in Iowa’s 
loss to Northwestern?

Fant is too big for defen-
sive backs and too fast for 
linebackers to cover one-on-
one. He’s essentially a lock 
for the first round of 2019 
NFL Draft (should he choose 
to forgo his senior season). 
So why does he finish with 

three targets?
It makes no sense.
“We’re playing the guys 

out there that we feel are best 
in the situations that’s given 
to them,” Iowa head coach 
Kirk Ferentz said following 
Northwestern’s 14-10 victory 

on Nov. 10.
Fant has had five games 

this season in which he’s 
caught 3 passes or fewer. 
He’s averaging 3.7 touches 
per game (almost one-third 
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Noah Fant, Iowa’s biggest mismatch on offense, finished with just three 
targets against Northwestern — that’s inexcusable.

Searching for legitimate 
answers on Noah Fant

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa tight end Noah Fant breaks free from an attempted tackle by Purdue cornerback Kenneth Major in 
West Lafayette, Indiana, On Nov. 3. The Boilermakers defeated the swooning Hawkeyes, 38-36.
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Iowa’s defense could only do 
so much to cover for the offense on Nov. 10.

Two interceptions, one by Geno Stone and the 
other by Jake Gervase, were positives, and so were 
Iowa’s 2 sacks.

But the Hawkeyes just could not stop Northwest-
ern’s ground game. Wildcat running back Isaiah 
Bowser torched the Iowa defense for 165 yards and 
a touchdown on 31 carries, averaging 5.3 yards per 
touch.

The Iowa 
Report Card

Defense B

COLUMN

Punter Colten Rastetter strug-
gled on his seven punt attempts, 
averaging 34.9 yards per kick — 
his lowest single-game average of the season.

Meanwhile, kicker Miguel Recinos missed a 
38-yard field goal, snapping his streak of 11-consec-
utive kicks.

The lone bright spot was Ihmir Smith-Marsette, 
who gained 100 yards on 3 returns. His longest was 
41 yards, and each time he returned a kick, he set 
Iowa up with prime field position.

Special TeamsC+

This offense has been incon-
sistent all season, and the Nov. 
10 game was a prime example of that.

Iowa had a two-play touchdown drive in the third 
quarter, and it looked like the offense might start 
to pull away. But that notion quickly faded.

The Hawkeye offense had four three-and-outs, 
despite starting all 13 possessions with an average 
field position of the Iowa 31-yard line.

Northwestern was giving up nearly 25 points per 
game heading into Kinnick, but Iowa couldn’t even 
score half of that.

Throw in a pair of fumbles and just 64 rushing 
yards for good measure.

Offense C-
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