
BY KELSEY HARRELL 
kelsey-harrell@uiowa.edu 

The UI Obermann Center for Advanced Stud-
ies has received two grants from the Andrew 
W. Mellon Foundation totaling $1.6 million for 
graduate work in the humanities.

One of the grants will fund the Mellon Sawyer 
Seminar “Imagining Latinidades: Articulations 

of National Belonging,” which will 
be held in various locations at the 
UI during the 2019-20 academic 
year. The seminar will be hosted 
by the Obermann Center and will 
focus on Latinx identity and cul-
ture.

UI Associate Professor Darrel 
Wanzer-Serrano, a co-director of the Sawyer 
Seminar, said the grant allows the Obermann 
Center to hire a postdoctoral scholar to come to 
campus and speak about her or his experience. 
The grant also allows the center to fund disser-
tation research for two UI graduate students.

Most of the grant will be used next academ-
ic year to host two multi-day conferences and 
four one-day seminars, Wanzer-Serrano said. 
The Obermann Center plans to bring two dozen 
speakers during the year. It also plans on partner-

Student group loses funds 
for on-campus garden plot

BY MASTURA IBNAT 
mastura-ibnat@uiowa.edu

After two years of budget cuts, the Univer-
sity of Iowa dropped funds for the UI Garden-
ers’ recent proposal to build a garden plot on 
campus.

Group past co-presidents Jacob Simpson 
and Sophie Gunnink started an initiative in 

the fall of 2016 to build a more student-acces-
sible garden, Gunnink said. After the plan and 
funds were approved by UI Campus Planning, 
she said, the group was promised that the fall 
of 2017 would bring a garden near North Hall.

“They were pretty much guaranteeing that 
[Campus Planning] would be done before Ja-
cob and I graduated,” Gunnink said.

However, plans to build the garden halted 

as funds were dropped because of universi-
ty-wide budget cuts, she said.

“Since fiscal year 2016, the Iowa Legislature 
has cut the UI budget by $16 million,” said 
Anne Bassett, the media relations director for 
Strategic Communications.

Budget cuts caused the university to halt 
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The UI Gardeners group seeks sponsors after budget cuts caused it to put construction 
of an on-campus garden on hold.

SEE GARDEN, 2A

Courtney Hawkins/The Daily Iowan
Student gardeners and volunteers help move the greenhouse at the UI Student Garden on April 26, 2015.

Wanzer-Serrano

The man with a million 
questions
Four years ago, Andrew Juhl 
founded Iowa City’s pub-quiz 
group Andrew’s Bar Exam. He 
started the trivia game at the 
now-closed Old Capitol Brew Works 
before taking his questions to the 
Saloon Bar & Grill.

Community aims to save 
Labor Center
Students and workers are calling 
for talks with UI President Bruce 
Harreld and UI Student Govern-
ment to save the Labor Center. 
The state Board of Regents is 
expected to approve its closing, 
along with several other centers, 
in November.

Documentary on IC wres-
tling, writing wins Emmy
Two international events for 
wrestling and for writing set up 
camp in Iowa City in April. Earlier 
this month, the documentary 
that filmed the occasions won an 
Emmy Award. 

Tight ends spark offen-
sive success
Noah Fant and T.J. Hockenson 
have emerged as a receiving pair 
that leave opposing defenses with 
little to no options for how to take 
care of the passing game. 

Defense remains strong 
on the healthy side
Iowa’s defensive success has been 
in large part due to the healthy, 
solid nature of its defensive line 
and the way the Next Man Up 
mentality has filled the few holes 
the defense has had. 

I N S I D E

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.
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Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
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listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.
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 In the narrow, decorative space of the Saloon Bar and 
Grill, 112 E. College St., tables are filled to the brink with 
eager, “Office”-quoting students as a tall, thirty-some-
thing man walks table to table greeting the trivia partici-
pants while also dishing out pens and paper.

The thick scent of guacamole and queso lingers as 
the Sting’s pulsating “Message in A Bottle” reverberates 
throughout the bar. Table chatter ranges from listing all of 
Angela Martin’s cats to the NBA game on the TV.

After all are situated with a couple of drinks in their 
system, “Trivia Guy” grabs ahold of the microphone in the 
back corner of the bar to address the players.

“Welcome all to the one and only Andrew’s Bar Exam.,” 
he announces. “Before we get started let’s go over some 
ground rules. First rule of trivia … don’t be an ***hole.”

His real name is Andrew Juhl, and he founded Iowa 
City’s premier pub-quiz group, Andrew’s Bar Exam, four 
years ago. Before the establishment closed down in 2015, 
Juhl consistently played trivia at the Old Capitol Brew 
Works. One night after a game, the man in charge an-
nounced he would soon move to Denver, ending his trivia 
efforts in Iowa City.

Upset about a future in Iowa City with no trivia and with 
a steep background in trivia-related groups and events, he 
asked the founder if he could continue the game of Q & A.

“I was at the University of Iowa for five years as an un-
dergrad and three years as a graduate student, and during 
that time I was the University of Iowa Quiz Club captain, 
basically like a coach for my entire time,” Juhl said. So I 
thought, ‘I’m good enough at trivia, I can do this,’ and I 
asked him, and he told me to write up a set of questions for 
next week’s show. I did, and he liked them.”

The owner happened to be the brother of a bartender 
at Micky’s who at the time was considering hosting trivia 
nights during the week. Juhl met the owners, and he said 
initially they had second thoughts because of his nerdy ap-
pearance and introverted personality.

But after a couple of shows, Micky’s watched the crowds 
grow as Juhl’s cynical,  humor grew stronger in his perfor-
mances.

What initially started at Micky’s has grown into an Iowa 
City area trivia conglomerate that Juhl never anticipated 
from the beginning.

The tradition of pub quiz nights spread from the UK to 
initially larger cities, according to a 1997 article by the New 
York Times. Currently, pub quiz nights take place across the 
U.S., and trivia takes place even in chain bars, such as Buf-
falo Wild Wings, that offer electronic tablets to play trivia 
on.

With quiz shows every night of the week in numerous 

bars throughout Iowa City and Cedar Rapids, Juhl now 
gets to spend a lot of his free time working on his lifelong 
passion for trivia. 

Juhl’s introduction to the trivia world began early. In 
high school, Juhl was part of his school’s talented and gift-
ed program, and one day his teacher got a letter in the mail 
about forming a team to participate in Iowa’s statewide 
quiz bowl competition.

However, Juhl came from a small high school in Iowa 
that did not fund quiz bowl, and his teacher announced 
the school would not form a team for the competition.

“I was 16 or 17 at the time and ended up skipping school 
with my best friend to drive up and participate in the quiz 
bowl,” Juhl said. “It was just us two, compared to most 
teams of five to six players, and we still placed fifth overall. 
We came back to school and rather than congratulations, 
we got three days of in-school suspension.”

For Andrew’s Bar Exam, one of its unique elements is 
the abundant number of questions Juhl is able to come up 
with. Bubbling up from what seems like a boundless foun-
tain of information, the questions, Juhl said, actually come 
a lot easier than people suspect.

“A lot of it goes to my personal interests. I also read a 
lot of books, news, and Wikipedia pages,” Juhl said. “So 
anytime I’m reading, I have a document open, turning 
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Ex-USDA official Gannon 
eyes ag-secretary office 

BY ELIANNA NOVITCH 
elianna-novitch@uiowa.edu

Iowa secretary of agriculture candidate Tim 
Gannon wants the state to remain a leader in 
agriculture.

The 42-year-old Democratic challenger is 
running against Iowa Secretary of Agriculture 
Mike Naig, a Republican. If elected, Gannon 
hopes to invest more into agricultural research 
and soil conservation.

Gannon grew up in Mingo, Iowa, on his 
family’s century farm that he now works with 
his father and cousin. In addition to farming, 

the University of Iowa graduate also sells crop 
insurance to farmers and ranchers, helping 
them manage risk.

From 2009 to 2017, Gannon worked for 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture under 
Tom Vilsack, the former Iowa governor who 
became U.S. secretary of agriculture in the 
Obama administration. There, he worked in 
a variety of positions including associate ad-
ministrator of the Risk Management Agency, 
which oversees the federal crop insurance pro-
gram that helps farmers mitigate the effects of 

SEE GRANT, 2A

The UI Obermann Center received 
two grants from the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation for academic 
research in the humanities. 

Democratic candidate for secretary of agriculture Tim Gannon hopes 
to invest more in agricultural research and soil conservation if elected.

SEE GANNON, 2A

Thomas A. Stewart/The Daily Iowan
Tim Gannon speaks at the Democratic Gala in Des Moines on Oct. 6. Gannon is the Democratic candidate for 
Iowa secretary of agriculture.
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funding on other projects 
as well in a five-month con-
struction moratorium. The 
moratorium ended on Sept. 
12.

UI Gardeners President Ju-
lia Poska said the on-campus 
garden would have been a 
“centerpiece of sustainability.”

However, Poska said, be-
cause of the high visibility 
that it would have had on 
campus, the university pre-
ferred a more visually appeal-
ing setup that increased the 
overall cost of construction.

“The university wants to 
make sure it’s especially 
high quality. Our current 
garden doesn’t have elec-
tricity, we don’t have run-
ning water,” she said.

Some of the expectations 
for the garden were electric-
ity, running water, a brick 
shed, and a high-quality 
fence. She said the universi-
ty also wants the garden to 
match North Hall for aesthet-
ic reasons and concrete paths 
to comply with ADA stan-
dards and create even more 
accessibility for students.

Bassett said the proposed 
costs included design fees, 
land preparation, crops, 
plants, seeds, facilities and 
tools, site improvements, 
fencing, and a water sys-
tem, which totaled $178,750.

To maintain the stan-

dards, the university prom-
ised the club $180,000 in 
funding. Because these 
funds were lost in budget 
cuts, Poska said, the gar-
deners are now scrambling 
to find funding elsewhere.

“What we’re doing right 
now is trying to raise 
funds,” she said. “We need 
about $200,000 to build 
this to reality. So, if we 
want it to happen anytime 
soon, it’s kind of on us to 
come up with this.”

However, Poska has dis-
covered that other organi-
zations that have suffered 
from budget cuts are taking 
the same route as the UI 
Gardeners in an attempt to 
supplement their lost fund-
ing by contacting donors.

“Because some of the big 
donors are getting so ma-
ny invitations to donate, 
some of them want things 
sent out all at once, kind of 
like a menu,” she said. “We 
have to wait until that next 
menu is coming out.”

Currently, there is only 
one other garden that stu-
dents have access to, which 
is about four miles away 
from central campus near 
the Hawk Lot.

“Right now, for fresh-
men, or anyone who doesn’t 
have a car who lives on 
campus, it’s a 40-minute 
walk, a 20-minute bus ride, 
and if you do carpool, that’s 
10 minutes still,” Gunnink 
said. “It’s just not accessi-
ble.” 
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natural disasters.
Gannon and his wife, Liz, 

live in Des Moines with their 
daughter Lucy, who was born 
in December 2017.

One of Gannon’s biggest 
priorities if elected is to in-
vest more money in agricul-
ture research. He said fund-
ing for agricultural research 
at such institutions as Iowa 
State has flatlined in the last 
five years.

The Iowa State Daily re-

ported that in 2001, funding 
for Iowa State Univeristy’s 
ag research station peaked 
at around $37 million. Today, 
funding is a little under $30 
million.

Gannon said he has called 
on the state to increase state 
investments in the ag re-
search station to $35 million a 
year over four years.

“I think it would send a 
message that the state of 
Iowa wants to remain cut-
ting-edge,” Gannon said. “We 
need to continue that invest-
ment in ag research so that 
we are continuing to increase 
our productivity, because we 

still have to feed people on a 
diminishing amount of farm-
land.”

Gannon also wants to in-
vest in soil conservation.

“We’re an agricultural 
powerhouse in part because 
we settled on top of the best 
soil in the world, but we’ll 
only maintain the leadership 
role in agriculture as long 
as that soil is still there,” he 
said.

Gannon proposed using 
a trust fund, which Iowans 
voted to create in 2010, that 
would put .375 of 1 cent on 
sales tax money toward con-
servation efforts for soil and 

water. The trust fund was 
never funded by the Iowa Leg-
islature.

Gannon said that if the 
Legislature passed a similar 
sales-tax increase it would 
create an additional $120 mil-
lion to go toward conserva-
tion efforts. He believes that 
would also leverage another 
$120 million investment from 
the USDA.

“Private landowners and 
farmers are already investing 
in conservation, and if they 
see the state and federal gov-
ernment step up in this way, 
they would invest even more,” 
Gannon said.

Along with investing in 
agricultural research and soil 
conservation, he also em-
phasized the importance of 
making agriculture profitable 
again.

“… We’ve got to get profit-
ability back into agriculture 
so that folks who are near the 
end of their careers know that 
they can … farm as long as 
they want,” he said. “But it’s 
also important for younger 
generations … to know that 

they can do it and have it be 
profitable.”

Having grown up on a 
farm, Gannon knows the im-
portant role agriculture plays 
in the state, especially because 
he saw firsthand the effect of 
the 1980s farm crisis on the 
state’s economy.

“I’m a huge believer in Io-
wa’s small towns and our 
farmers’ contributions to 
feeding the country and the 
world,” Gannon said.

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
You Jin Lee and her dog Baek-Doo take a stroll in the Terry Trueblood Recreation Area on Wednesday. “I try to take him to a fun place every day,” Lee 
said. “This is one of our new favorite spots.”

PERFECT DAY FOR A STROLL

GANNON
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Courtney Hawkins/The Daily Iowan
UI student gardeners give a tour of the UI Student Garden on April 26, 2015.

GARDEN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

ing with other areas of cam-
pus to highlight the work of 
Latinx artists through fea-
turing their work.

“In addition to the lec-
tures, we’re partnering 
with FilmScene to show 
movies and then hold a 
discussion after the film 
is screened,” Wanzer-Ser-
rano said. “The cultural 
programing will create 
opportunity for students 
to be engaged outside of a 
lecture environment.”

UI student Isabela 
Flores said the Latinx pop-
ulation has been growing 
in the Midwest, and rec-
ognizing their presence is 
important because Latinx 
culture extends beyond 

the coastal regions.
“I feel interested in 

knowing how it’ll play 
out,” Flores said. “I’m in-
terested in knowing what 
they will be doing with 
[the grant] in general and 
interested in knowing who 
will be coming.”

She said she hopes there 
will be speakers who dis-
cuss Chicana feminism, 
Latinx feminism, and Af-
ro-Latino identity. It could 
be interesting to see how 
the mindset in the Chi-
cana movement has shift-
ed and to hear someone 
speak about the Afro-Lati-
no identity because they 
are sometimes overlooked, 
she said.

The other grant will cre-
ate a graduate degree that 
will encompass all of the 
humanities departments.

The grant will allow the 

humanities departments 
to focus on helping gradu-
ate students have more of 
an understanding for what 
they are doing by giving 
them applied experiences 
for their studies, said Tere-
sa Mangum, the director of 
the Obermann Center.

The UI wants to see 
more graduate and under-
graduate students go into 
the humanities, Mangum 
said, because it is becom-
ing less popular nation-
ally. Most of the direct 
opportunities through the 
grants will be for gradu-
ate students at the UI. The 
grant will fund research 
and assistantships and 
internships for graduate 
students.

They hope graduate 
students will be better 
prepared for their careers 
because of the opportu-

nities the grant presents, 
she said.

On Nov. 13, Mangum 
will be at an event at the 
Iowa City Public Library in 
which she will explain what 
the grant is and listen to 
what people think is need-
ed in humanities research 
on campus, she said.

“I hope there will be a 
glorious trickle-down ef-
fect that includes everyone 
interested in history and 
culture,” Mangum said. 

GRANT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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BY AADIT TAMBE
aadit-tambe@uiowa.edu

Students and workers 
gathered on the Pentacrest 
Wednesday evening to show 
their support for the Labor 
Center, in part calling for 
clearer communication and 
stronger representation 
in the decision to close the 
center.

The decision to close the 
center has been criticized 
by some for lacking involve-
ment from shared-gover-
nance leaders, raising ques-
tions on the significance of 
shared governance at the 
University of Iowa. 

The UI announced the 
closure of seven centers, 
including the Labor Cen-
ter, in July in response to 
state budget cuts. Following 
the announcement, several 
groups at the UI announced 
their disapproval.

Most recently, the UI 
Faculty Senate released a 
statement commenting on 
what the members said was 
a lack of faculty representa-
tion in the decision-making 
process, suggesting it runs 
counter to the shared-gov-
ernance values the institu-
tion has promoted.

“Principally, the problem 
lies with the lack of collab-
oration and communication 
with the faculty which has 
obscured what should have 
been a transparent — and 
shared — process,” the state-
ment said.

A Shared Governance 
Advisory Task Force on 
Academic and Research 

Centers, Institutes, and Ac-
tivities has been created, 
including  deans of various 
colleges, UI professors, and 
the presidents of both the 
UI Student Government 
and the Graduate/Profes-
sional Student Government.

The Faculty Senate’s 
statement said the task 
force was created to review 
recommendations for cen-
ter closures and give the de-
cisions a diverse perspective 
from students and faculty.

UI President Bruce Har-
reld told The Daily Iowan on 
Oct. 12 that the centers were 
being funded with two-
thirds of the money coming 
from students’ tuition, but 
he said officials felt it was 
inappropriate to use that 
money to fund the centers.

“I passionately believe in 
shared governance. Shared 
governance does not mean 
shared decision-making,” 
he said.

Harreld said faculty con-

ducted a study in 2004 that 
contained a list of centers 
that should be closed. This 
list was updated in 2010. 
The next step would be fig-
uring out the life of that list 
and how often it should be 
updated, Harreld said.

“… I had to do something 
to get the budget under con-
trol,” he said. “I made a de-
cision. I take responsibility 
for it.”

Participants in the rally 
signed a petition that was 

delivered to the President’s 
Office and UISG. The peti-
tion urged Harreld and stu-
dent-government leaders to 
consider the importance of 
the Labor Center, because it 
has played a key role in pro-
moting equality and respect 
for workers for years.

The statement called for 
UISG’s support to repre-
sent interests to the UI ad-
ministration. It demand-
ed that both Harreld and 
UISG meet openly with 

students and UISG mem-
bers to discuss the effects 
of defunding the Labor 
Center.

Iowa City City Councilor 
Mazahir Salih said the rally 
was organized by students 
to express the importance 
of the Labor Center at the 
university.

“It is the only one of its 
kind in the state of Iowa, 
it is helping a lot of people, 
whether they’re students or 
workers, across 99 counties 
in Iowa,” she said.

The Labor Center helped 
found the Center for Work-
ers’ Justice, Salih said.

“When we founded the 
Center for Workers’ Jus-
tice, we were ready, but we 
did not have the tools,” she 
said. “We got those from 
the Labor Center through 
the short courses that they 
teach for nontraditional 
students.”

Anna Clowser, the presi-
dent of UI Students for Hu-
man Rights, said the Labor 
Center is a source for uni-
versity students and work-
ers for leadership, training, 
and education.

“The administration 
claimed that this decision 
needs to happen because 
the funding [of the Labor 
Center] happens through 
UI students,” she said. “But 
we are UI students, so we 
want to make it clear that 
we want the Labor Center.”

The State Board of Re-
gents is expected to vote 
on the UI’s proposal to 
close several centers in No-
vember.
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C O N C E P T  S A L O N

Rally pushes to save UI Labor Center
Community members gathered at the Pentacrest to demonstrate disapproval with the UI’s decision to defund the Labor Center.

Thomas A. Stewart/The Daily Iowan
Community members gathered on the Pentacrest to protest the closing of the Labor Center on Wednesday.
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Iced coffee is far more 
versatile than hot coffee 

Have you ever taken a sip 
of hot coffee — expecting the 
blossoming heat of the drink to 
warm you up on a cold morn-
ing — only to be betrayed by its 
scalding contents coating your 
tongue? 

If so, you’re clearly familiar 
with the pain, betrayal, and an-
guish related to drinking coffee 
hot. As someone who has spent 
too much on coffee — both 
hot and cold — in the past few 
weeks, I believe that iced coffee is 
a superior product to hot coffee 
for three key reasons: It’s pain-
free, better for you, and more 
versatile. 

As discussed, you’re far less 
likely to face any semi-permanent 
injury in the name of your favor-
ite cold beverage. At the most, 
you’ll suffer a brief brain freeze, 
but really, is that so bad compared 
with third-degree burns?

Second, iced coffee can ac-
tually be better for you than hot 
coffee. While iced coffee made 
from simply cooling off the pre-
viously warm coffee is no differ-
ent from its warm counterpart, 
cold brew is significantly less 
acidic because it doesn’t involve 
the heating process, which gives 
coffee a pH suitable for etching 
metal. Cold brew is much better 
for your stomach, because your 
body prefers a more alkaline en-
vironment.

Last, while warm coffee has its 
perks, there are few things that 
beat a refreshing — and cheap — 
iced coffee complete with what-
ever syrup or flavoring fits your 
mood. Iced coffee is simply far 
more versatile than hot coffee. 
Are you feeling like enjoying a 
nice dessert? Deck out your iced 
coffee. Need a quick, cheap, and 
low calorie pick-me-up? Go with 
iced coffee. Want to enjoy coffee 
in its purest form? Consider iced 
coffee because the coffee’s natu-
ral flavor, when unimpeded by 
hot coffee’s acid, is far stronger 
in iced coffee.

Next time you’re feeling like 
a nice caffeine boost, consider 
iced coffee over hot coffee. Even 
as winter approaches, make sure 
to stunt on everyone at your 8:30 
discussion by proving your tol-
erance against the cold pangs of 
winter. 

Hot coffee is soothing and 
galvanizes motivation

My coffee adoration 
would have never started if 
it were not for the comfort, 
smell, and hand-warming 
dual purpose of a beautiful 
fresh hot cup of coffee, espe-
cially to start off my day.

I drink my coffee hot first 
thing in the morning and 
periodically throughout the 
day for comfort and that ex-
tra caffeine boost I long for. 
I prefer the warmness and 
strong scent that hot coffee 
provides over the chilling 
goose bumps and masked 
coffee flavor of iced coffee. 
I mean, who doesn’t want to 
be warmed up and eager to 
seize the day in the morn-
ing?

Let’s be real, the morning 
is a rough time as we all try 
to battle our laziness. Being 
able to indulge on a hot cup 

of coffee is relaxing as I get 
torn away from the cozy nest 
of my bed and have to ease 
into my busy day. The slow 
sipping of hot coffee is met-
aphorical to how I gradually 
begin to accomplish my long 
to-do list of life. With iced 
coffee, it slams me with the 
chills and makes me want 
to crawl back into my warm 
bed, which is by no means 
motivating. Relishing on a 
hot cup of joe gives me this 
“I can conquer the world” 
feeling that iced coffee does 
not.

To be sure, hot coffee is 
for the true coffee lovers. 
Cold drinks are for quench-
ing thirst, not for easing 
into a day. A genuine coffee 
enthusiast will appreciate 
the strong aroma that a hot-
brewed cup of coffee has 
right off the bat. They will al-
ways savor the bold roasted 
flavor of that fresh hot cup.

Now I must advise you as 
you are faced with the ques-
tion of hot or iced coffee, 
choose the motivating and 
comforting hot cup of cof-
fee every time. Save yourself 
from the goose bumps, the 
disguised coffee flavor, and 
the condensation that will 
be soaking into the fresh 
notes you just took in class.

A name is the most basic part 
of an identity. Everything has a 
name, from your shoes to your 
favorite houseplant. That being 
said, to have a name that is con-
sidered “difficult” can have a 
large impact on a person’s life.

Possessing a name that is 
considered hard to pronounce 
myself, I have grown up feeling 
anxious at the most trivial of 
situations, from roll call during 
attendance to introducing my-
self to a new person. Suchaeta 
Hegde, after all, is not a name 
that is commonly found in sub-
urban Iowa.

While I have met many com-
passionate people who made 
sure to learn my name proper-
ly, the number of times I have 
gotten the response of “I prob-
ably won’t remember that” is 
disconcerting. A person’s name 
is too important to brush off or 
pretend to know; a more per-
sistent effort needs to be taken 
to acknowledge names that are 
harder to pronounce.

Personally, I always try to 
make an effort to learn a new 
person’s name, because I know 
the struggle of my name being 
glazed over and feeling a sense 
of isolation because of that. To 
be clear, I would much rather 
tell a person my name numer-
ous times over someone avoid-
ing my name altogether.

To see whether those around 
me felt in a similar way, I posed 
these questions on a Facebook 
survey that I shared on various 
platforms.

Of 73 responses, 87.7 per-
cent of people agreed that they 
would much rather have people 
ask for the pronunciation of 
their name than avoid saying 
their name altogether. As in-
timidating as it may seem on 

the other side of the conversa-
tion, when someone makes the 
effort to learn my name, I feel 
that this person truly wants to 
get to know me, regardless of 
the number of attempts.

If they did not know some-
one’s name, 67.1 percent of the 
sample said that they would ask 
the person to repeat the name. 
Alternatively, 11 percent would 
try to pronounce the person’s 
name, and 12.3 percent of peo-
ple admitted that they would 
pretend to know a name they 
were unsure about. What ma-
ny often don’t realize about 
pretending is that, after years 
of dealing with a spectrum of 
reactions to their name, peo-
ple often can see right through 
those who don’t know how to 
say their name. When a person 
responds to an introduction 
with a nod and an “OK,” it is 
usually a clear sign that they 
are completely clueless, mak-
ing it all the more hurtful that 
no effort was put forward.

I was surprised to find that 
so many people had feelings 
about the issue — more than 
60 people discussed how they 
felt about their name being 
difficult and how to combat the 
problem of names being shunt-
ed aside.

While some were accepting 
of the situation and said that it 
depended on the context, oth-
ers revealed the complexities 
of feeling misidentified. Nidhi 
Patel, a senior at the University 
of Iowa, described how people 
mispronouncing her name 
over the years had affected her. 
“It makes me feel slightly less 
important,” she said. “I am ac-
tually happy to [correct people] 
because it shows me that a per-
son actually cares to take time 
and get my name right.”

An anonymous response 
encouraged people to take 
“10 seconds of effort” and de-
scribed how that time “really 
makes a difference to a person, 
especially someone who feels 
erased in other aspects of their 
lives due to their identity.” In 
both cases, and the majority 
of the responses, the simplest 
solution to the problem is sim-
ply to try.
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Activism should not be a race or a competition
Maintaining the perfect social-media front is not the key to perfect social-justice work. 

A name is the most basic aspect of a 
person, which makes it all the more 
of a conflict when people shunt a 
‘difficult’ name to the side.

What’s in a name?
COLUMN

With the 24-hour news cycle 
and social media, it’s difficult — 
if entirely impossible — to avoid 
the ever-changing and evolving 
nature of the world’s problems.

It’s not that they’ve necessar-
ily increased in magnitude, but 
rather, we’re now able to see a 
wider array of them at any giv-
en moment. Because we have a 
higher rate of access to knowl-

edge concerning both our own 
neighborhoods and the remotest 
parts of the globe, it can feel over-
whelming for those with the best 
intentions, simply trying to stay 
on top of it all.

Trying to be involved in every 
issue is simply impractical and 
potentially harmful for those 
who wish to be informed and ac-
tive regarding every issue.

As college students especial-
ly, we live incredibly busy lives 
— lives full of our own prob-
lems, obligations, and respon-
sibilities. On its own, it can be 
overwhelming and exhausting. 
But coupled with a perceived 
obligation to solve the world’s 
problems? Most people cannot 
handle that — nor should they 
be required to.

Because of social media, news 

outlets, and even campus events, 
we are constantly inundated 
with social issues. You cannot 
avoid them — open up Twitter, 
and you’ll see a barrage of the 
latest tragedies and injustices. 
Walk by the right table in the 
IMU, and you’ll be hit by another 
worthy organization or cause to 
which you should donate your 
time or money. And it’s not that 
there’s anything wrong with 
seeking out support for a cause, 
but often, people feel obligated 
to proving their worth as peo-
ple and activists by supporting 
as many causes as they possibly 
can.

Young people, especially, tend 
to feel like they have an obliga-
tion toward fixing the problems 
of the past, and in many cases, 
the only outlet possible for this 

repair is social media.
Bombarded with messages 

aimed specifically at guilt-trip-
ping people into paying atten-
tion to a plethora of weighty 
issues, social-media users often 
struggle to keep up. The effort 
— both mental and, in a way, 
physical — to keep up with every 
issue, develop a solid stance on it, 
and consequently promote it for 
the world to see can be draining. 
Many of these issues cannot be 
simply learned about through a 
Facebook slideshow or an article 
— they require in-depth research 
and thought for which social me-
dia simply does not allot time.

In 2005, an article in the Stan-
ford Social Innovation Review, by 
Christina Maslach and Michael 
P. Leiter, described the effects 
of activist burnout as a genuine 

side effect of the emotionally 
and physically exhausting work 
through which political and hu-
man-rights activists go. While 
the social-media activist burn-
out is not necessarily to the same 
level as that which Maslach and 
Leiter cited, it certainly falls un-
der the same category: People 
are growing tired of having to 
care.

And that does sound aw-
ful — shouldn’t someone care 
about the real issues facing the 
world? While yes, ideally, every-
one would be capable of caring 
equally and intensely about ev-
ery issue humanity faces, the re-
ality is that we simply can’t. The 
work is never done and, at times, 
it can seem daunting to try to 
tackle issues that have plagued 
us for centuries. Some people 

don’t have the time to educate 
themselves on every issue, oth-
ers have topics they simply care 
more intensely about and devote 
their time to that specific cause.

Activism should never be a 
competition; if it devolves into 
one, it only hurts the commu-
nities it hopes to help. People 
should be allowed to take time 
for themselves, away from the 
constant push to be the most in-
formed. Intersectionality is a vi-
tal part of activism, but not at the 
cost of stripping people of the 
causes to which they have close 
connections. Among activists, a 
sense of superiority — the “I have 
a more openly cultivated activist 
persona that’s more encompass-
ing than yours” complex — is 
rampant, but it only does the 
community a disservice.
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POINT/COUNTERPOINT

Iced coffee or hot coffee?
Two DI columnists answer the ultimate question: Do I get my coffee hot or iced?

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
UI junior Lou Krieger-Coen makes a vegan latte at Fair Ground on Aug. 29, 2018.
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largely felt after the upset 
win over a top-10 Wisconsin 
team. However, some mem-
bers of the team remember 
when a single win in Big Ten 
play — even a win against a 
team in the basement of the 
conference — was cause for 
celebration.

“My freshman year, we 
went 2-18 in the Big Ten, 
so looking back on that and 
seeing the growth that we’ve 
made as a program has been 
incredible,” senior libero 
Molly Kelly said. “I know this 
team is capable. I know we’re 
going to achieve it this year.”

While some, like Kelly, 
remember the hard times of 
Iowa volleyball, others are no 
strangers to success on the 
sport’s biggest stage.

Senior Taylor Louis’ con-
tributions to Iowa volleyball 
have been nothing short of 
historic. She has consistent-
ly been among the top in the 

conference in kills per set 
this season, and her pres-
ence has been vital to the 
team’s success.

Along with her pure talent 
and high level of play, Louis 
brings experience. Recruit-
ed by Shymansky during his 

six-year stint as head coach at 
Marquette, Louis began her 
college career as a Golden Ea-
gle. She saw NCAA Tourna-

ment action during her time 
there, and that experience 
has given her a way to moti-
vate her Iowa teammates.

Simply put, Louis knows 
what a tournament team 
looks like, and she knows 
what is required to help a 
team get to that point.

“I wouldn’t necessarily say 
it’s a goal — it’s an outcome,” 
Louis said. “I think we defi-
nitely focus on our mission 
every day, on and off the 
court. That gets us closer to 
getting in the tournament.”

This is largely consistent 
with the coaching philosophy 
of Shymansky. The basic idea 
behind the team’s mentality 
of “True Mental Toughness” 
is bettering oneself in every 
way. This, the Hawkeyes say, 
will inevitably give them the 
results they covet.

The accomplishments of 
this season have been im-
pressive, what with the tra-
jectory of the program — es-
pecially given the state of the 
program just four years ago. 
With a 12-7 record and a win 
over a top-10 team, the team 

has the right to be proud of 
its accomplishments.

Individual performances 
have been gritty and off the 
charts. Kelly ranks third in 
the Big Ten in digs per set, 
even with this being her first 
season as the team’s libe-
ro. Louis and Cali Hoye are 
rocking the conference right 
now, both in the top 10 in 
kills per set.

It’s clear the team craves 
that trip to the NCAA Tour-
nament. If you see the 
Hawkeyes as underdogs, 
they’d probably tell you 
you’re right. But that’s just 
how they want it.

VOLLEYBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8A

That the linebackers have 
been relatively unaffected by 
the injuries has been particu-
larly impressive. Entering the 
season, all the linebackers on 
the roster had combined for 
all of one start, and now, al-
most all of them have seen 
significant playing time.

Despite their inexperience, 
the linebackers have done 

their jobs in limiting the op-
ponents’ running game. Io-
wa ranks third in the nation 
in rushing yards allowed per 
game with just 81.5.

A typical Iowa “next man 
up” mentality has been the 
reason for the Hawkeyes not 
losing a beat no matter who 
starts.

“All six or seven of us pre-
pare like we’re going to be 
starting each week,” Djimon 
Colbert said. “I think as long 
as we do that and know that 
we can be thrown in the rota-

tion, it’s nothing when we do 
get thrown in.”

That mindset has infected 
the whole defense faster than 
the injury bug. Even such po-
sitions as the defensive line, 
which has stayed relatively 
healthy, has had numerous 
players getting a chunk of 
playing time.

The versatility and depth 
of the Hawkeye defense is a 
large factor in the Hawkeyes 
being able to sustain signifi-
cant injuries without missing 
a beat.

“I think it’s just a testa-
ment to the number of good 
football players we have,” 
Parker Hesse said. “And how 
well our coaching staff is do-
ing putting us in positions to 
be successful. We have a lot 
of guys who when they get 
out there they can have an 
impact.”

That shows in numbers 
— Iowa is fourth in the Big 
Ten in passing yards allowed, 
second in sacks, and first in 
allowing the fewest points in 
the conference. All that to go 

along with being fifth in the 
country in total yards allowed 
per game, and you’ve got a 
recipe for success.

With Stanley and the of-
fense putting up some of the 
best offensive numbers Iowa 
has ever seen, it’s easy to for-
get the identity of this Iowa 
team, which remains its de-
fense.

Injuries have not changed 
that. Shockingly, the injuries 
may have strengthened the 
defense.

Senior Jake Gervase sug-

gested that injuries may have 
even tightened the team’s 
chemistry and given the de-
fense a winning attitude.

“Nobody knows when 
their number is going to 
be called,” Gervase said. “I 
think guys who have been in 
and out of the lineup have 
done a really good job of 
putting the team first and 
understanding if we all have 
the same mindset, we’re go-
ing to just keep getting bet-
ter and hopefully win more 
games going forward.”

DEFENSE
CONTINUED FROM 8A

Smith-Marsette both have 
more than 200 receiving 
yards on the season.

Easley has 22 catches, with 
Smith-Marsette collecting 

only 11 because of an inju-
ry. With all four receivers 
healthy, the Hawkeye pass-
ing game is in a good place.

“It gives the defense some-
thing to think about,” Hock-
enson said. “You can spread 
the ball out; I mean, they can’t 
double-cover everybody.”

As for season numbers, 

Hockenson (22 catches) and 
Fant (23) have been found 
down field pretty evenly. 
Hockenson has 394 yards on 
the season compared with 
Fant’s 298.

That success for both the 
tight ends that gives them 
the top two spots in Iowa’s 
receiving yards for the sea-

son comes from the separa-
tion they are able to create 
with defenders.

“It all starts with funda-
mentals; we fall back on 
those,” Hockenson said. 
“When you’re out running a 
route, Stanley can take guys 
away from you with his eyes 
and do a lot of things with 

that, and that leaves you 
with one-on-one coverage. 
It’s just your job to get open.”

Iowa’s passing game has 
been a key part of the of-
fense, something no one 
would have guessed in the 
first weeks of the season.

Comparing the running 
and passing game against 

Indiana, Iowa had 159 total 
running yards with its 320 
passing. All of the touch-
downs came through the 
air from Stanley for the sec-
ond time this season. The 
Hawkeyes didn’t score a 
rushing touchdown against 
Indiana or on Sept. 22 
against Wisconsin.

TIGHT END
CONTINUED FROM 8A

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa coach Bond Shymansky coaches the team on a timeout during a volleyball match between Iowa and 
Michigan State on Sept. 21. The Hawkeyes defeated the Spartans.

http://www.shakespearespubandgrill.com


Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive back Jake Gervase intercepts a pass against Indiana in Bloomington on Oct. 13. The 
Hawkeyes bamboozled the Hoosiers, 42-16.

Iowa defense soars 
despite injuries

BY JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

Coming off their successful two-game 
road trip, most of the stories surrounding 
the Hawkeyes have been about their stellar 
offensive play.

Those headlines are well deserved; Io-
wa averaged 45 points a game, and Stanley 

threw for 634 yards and 10 touchdowns.
What gets lost in the in the middle of the 

impressive offensive numbers is how well 
the defense has played even with suffering 
through the injury bug; three starting line-
backers have spent time on the injury list, 
along with both starting cornerbacks.

Despite a debate over playing time by outside voices, Noah Fant and T.J. Hockenson are a 
forceful pair who leave defenses with few options.

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Iowa tight end T.J. Hockenson catches a touchdown pass against Indiana at Memo-
rial Stadium on Oct. 13.

Iowa turns into Tight 
End University

BY ANNA KAYSER
anna-kayser@uiowa.edu

There’s only one thing better than having one 
breakout tight end. That’s having two. The trick 
for Iowa football, however, has been finding 
ways to use them both effectively.

The use of junior Noah Fant, regarded as pos-
sibly one of the best tight ends in the nation and 
placed high in numerous NFL mock drafts thus 
far, collected some criticism on social media be-
fore Iowa’s matchup against Indiana.

Despite the range of arguments, Fant and 
counterpart sophomore T.J. Hockenson are ex-
actly where they need to be for the Iowa offense 

to thrive. That was proved against Indiana on 
Oct. 13.

Fant was came out of concussion protocol just 
in time to play against Indiana, so his time was 
limited.

“Friday was his first day to work, so our play 
was — I don’t know how many snaps he got … 
somebody’s counting those, right?” head coach 
Kirk Ferentz said. “We weren’t going to play 
him a lot, mainly because he didn’t get a lot of 
work this week.”

The tight end pair collected 8 catches for 209 
of Iowa’s 320 passing yards in the game, while 
reeling in half of the team’s touchdowns.

Defenses can solve the problem of Fant eas-

ily by double-teaming him, but with Hocken-
son and more-than-capable wide receivers as 
options for quarterback Nate Stanley, mixing 
the pair up and going to Hockenson is a team 
benefit.

“Having them both in the game at the same 
time allows for just matchups at other places,” 
Stanley said. “If they want to try to take away 
one of them, the other one has a good shot at 
getting open. And obviously, too, if they try to 
take away both of them, it gives some one-on-
one matchups for other people as well.”

Wide receivers Nick Easley and Ihmir 

SEE TIGHT END, 7A

BY PETE MILLS
peter-mills@uiowa.edu

The word “rebuild” does not really describe Bond 
Shymansky’s tenure as head coach of Iowa volleyball. 
More accurately, Shymansky is attempting to estab-
lish a winning culture that has never really existed.

In 1994, Bill Clinton was president, Nancy Kerrigan 
was hit in the knee by a police baton, and Pulp Fiction 
was released. It was also the last year Hawkeye volley-
ball made the NCAA Tournament.

They have been on the brink of reaching this hurdle 
in recent seasons, but they are deter-
mined to ensure this is the year. The 
squad was seemingly a win or two 
short of making it happen in 2017.

In a press conference at the begin-
ning of this season, Shymansky re-
called the feeling of missing this goal 
by mere inches.

“That is a motivating factor,” he 
said. “It can be bitter at times, but it can also be in-
spiring. It makes our players — especially the return-
ers — work harder.”

This belief is shared by longtime members of the 
team. Success has been relatively high this year, 

SEE VOLLEYBALL, 7A

Volleyball’s 
eyes glued on 
tournament berth 

SEE DEFENSE, 7A

Shymansky

Iowa volleyball has not appeared in 
the NCAA Tournament in 24 years. 
An underdog mentality and gritty 
play make the Hawkeyes think this 
is the year to break that streak.

Defensive personnel have littered the injury report this season 
for the Hawkeyes, yet the defense continues to impress.
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“It’s just another 
play, it’s just me 
doing my job.

— Iowa tight end 
T.J. Hockenson on 
pancake-blocking 

an Indiana 
lineman on Oct. 13
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STAT OF THE DAY

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

Stanley earns weekly 
quarterback honors

After tossing 6 touchdowns 
on Oct. 13 against Indiana, Iowa 
quarterback Nate Stanley was 
named the Davey O’Brien National 
Quarterback of the Week. 

Earlier in the week he was 
named to the “Great 8” list that 

featured other 
quarterbacks 
throughout 
the nation. He 
then earned the 
finalist honor. 

On Oct. 13, he 
completed better 
than 65 percent 
of his passes for 

320 yards in the 42-16 win against 
the Hoosiers. 

Stanley was also named the Big 
Ten Player of the Week following 
his performance. 

Bohannon to be honored 
for sportsmanship  

Iowa basketball junior 
guard Jordan Bohannon will be 
recognized at the 2018 Musial 
Awards, a ceremony celebrating 

those who 
maintain 
the highest 
character and 
sportsmanship 
in all levels of 
sports. 

The 
recognition is 
for Bohannon’s 

purposefully missing a chance to 
break former Hawkeye great Chris 
Street’s free-throw record. Street 
died in a car accident in the middle 
of his Iowa basketball career in 
1993.

The event is the namesake of 
the late Stan Musial, a Hall of Fame 
St. Louis Cardinal who took pride 
in his character both on and off 
the field. The event will take place 
in St. Louis on Nov. 17 and will also 
honor, among others, Jim Thome, 
Ozzie Smith, and Sister Jean of 
Loyola University.

Weekly volleyball update
The Big Ten holds seven of the 

top-25 volleyball positions for 
the sixth week in a row, with five 
teams stacked in the top 10. 

Minnesota remains at No. 3, 
with Penn State jumping up from 
No. 9 to No. 4 after taking down 
the reigning national champion 
Nebraska, which remains at No. 5. 
Illinois holds No. 7, and Wisconsin 
drops to No. 9. No. 13 Michigan and 
No. 17 Purdue remained in their 
spots, and Iowa also received 
votes. 

On Friday, 12 out of the 14 
teams will play, with two ranked 
matchups.

Ohio State at Indiana
Maryland at No. 17 Purdue
No. 13 Michigan at No. 7 

Illinois
Iowa at No. 3 Minnesota
Michigan State at 

Northwestern
No. 5 Nebraska at No. 9 

Wisconsin

Iowa volleyball 
received two votes 
this week to be 
included in the 
Coaches’ Top 25. 

Bohannon

Stanley 

David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan
Iowa tight end Noah Fant celebrates as he crosses the goal line in the first quar-
ter against Northern Iowa at Kinnick on Sept. 15.
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SEE TRIVIA, 4B
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Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.
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 In the narrow, decorative space of the Saloon Bar and 
Grill, 112 E. College St., tables are filled to the brink with 
eager, “Office”-quoting students as a tall, thirty-some-
thing man walks table to table greeting the trivia partici-
pants while also dishing out pens and paper.

The thick scent of guacamole and queso lingers as 
the Sting’s pulsating “Message in A Bottle” reverberates 
throughout the bar. Table chatter ranges from listing all of 
Angela Martin’s cats to the NBA game on the TV.

After all are situated with a couple of drinks in their 
system, “Trivia Guy” grabs ahold of the microphone in the 
back corner of the bar to address the players.

“Welcome all to the one and only Andrew’s Bar Exam.,” 
he announces. “Before we get started let’s go over some 
ground rules. First rule of trivia … don’t be an ***hole.”

His real name is Andrew Juhl, and he founded Iowa 
City’s premier pub-quiz group, Andrew’s Bar Exam, four 
years ago. Before the establishment closed down in 2015, 
Juhl consistently played trivia at the Old Capitol Brew 
Works. One night after a game, the man in charge an-
nounced he would soon move to Denver, ending his trivia 
efforts in Iowa City.

Upset about a future in Iowa City with no trivia and with 
a steep background in trivia-related groups and events, he 
asked the founder if he could continue the game of Q & A.

“I was at the University of Iowa for five years as an un-
dergrad and three years as a graduate student, and during 
that time I was the University of Iowa Quiz Club captain, 
basically like a coach for my entire time,” Juhl said. So I 
thought, ‘I’m good enough at trivia, I can do this,’ and I 
asked him, and he told me to write up a set of questions for 
next week’s show. I did, and he liked them.”

The owner happened to be the brother of a bartender 
at Micky’s who at the time was considering hosting trivia 
nights during the week. Juhl met the owners, and he said 
initially they had second thoughts because of his nerdy ap-
pearance and introverted personality.

But after a couple of shows, Micky’s watched the crowds 
grow as Juhl’s cynical,  humor grew stronger in his perfor-
mances.

What initially started at Micky’s has grown into an Iowa 
City area trivia conglomerate that Juhl never anticipated 
from the beginning.

The tradition of pub quiz nights spread from the UK to 
initially larger cities, according to a 1997 article by the New 
York Times. Currently, pub quiz nights take place across the 
U.S., and trivia takes place even in chain bars, such as Buf-
falo Wild Wings, that offer electronic tablets to play trivia 
on.

With quiz shows every night of the week in numerous 

bars throughout Iowa City and Cedar Rapids, Juhl now 
gets to spend a lot of his free time working on his lifelong 
passion for trivia. 

Juhl’s introduction to the trivia world began early. In 
high school, Juhl was part of his school’s talented and gift-
ed program, and one day his teacher got a letter in the mail 
about forming a team to participate in Iowa’s statewide 
quiz bowl competition.

However, Juhl came from a small high school in Iowa 
that did not fund quiz bowl, and his teacher announced 
the school would not form a team for the competition.

“I was 16 or 17 at the time and ended up skipping school 
with my best friend to drive up and participate in the quiz 
bowl,” Juhl said. “It was just us two, compared to most 
teams of five to six players, and we still placed fifth overall. 
We came back to school and rather than congratulations, 
we got three days of in-school suspension.”

For Andrew’s Bar Exam, one of its unique elements is 
the abundant number of questions Juhl is able to come up 
with. Bubbling up from what seems like a boundless foun-
tain of information, the questions, Juhl said, actually come 
a lot easier than people suspect.

“A lot of it goes to my personal interests. I also read a 
lot of books, news, and Wikipedia pages,” Juhl said. “So 
anytime I’m reading, I have a document open, turning 

The man with all 
the questions

80 Hours

Who was the 

first man to 

ever explore

What is the state capital of Mississippi?

In
 what y

ear 

did  th
e Unite

d 

Sta
tes ra

tify
 th

e 

19th

Who was the 

Superbowl 
Halftime 

performer in 

In what year 

did the Beatles 

release the 

White Album? 
Who  is the 

only artist to 

be stripped 
of a Grammy 

award?

PHOTO BY DAVID HARMANTAS



CARRIE

BASS OASIS

Young the Giant’s Mirror Master
 Young the Giant continues to master its 

signature fast but slow songs. The group 
curates the rhythm of the drums and guitar 
melodies to create buoyant tunes that 
allow keep the listener from getting bored 
while not making the songs too energetic. 
“Heat of the Summer” is the perfect chill 
bop. “Mirror Master,” “Simplify,” and “You + 
I” add extra excitement, because they are 
more upbeat and help carry the album’s 
diverse mix of songs.

In the dissociative track “Brother’s 
Keeper,” Sameer Gadhia sings about 
getting caught up in his mistakes and self-
loathing. “Will I learn to get better?” echoes 
throughout the song, masked by a catchy 
keyboard tune. “Tightrope” is a more aggressive track for Young the Giant and escapes from the 
melodic default. The staccato strums of an electric guitar combining with Gadhia’s soft, echoing 
vocals add life and pizzazz to the album as a whole. 

Song pick: “Simplify” 

TWIZTID

2B 80 HOURS

WEEKEND EVENTS

TODAY 10.18

FRIDAY 10.19

As Jonah Hill’s directorial début, Mid90s, follows Stevie (Sunny Suljic), a 13-year-old 
growing up in 1990s Los Angeles. Seeking refuge from older brother Ian (Lucas 
Hedges) and mother (Katherine Waterston), Stevie stumbles upon Motor Avenue 
Skateshop, where he befriends an eclectic group of skaters.
Making its world première at the Toronto International Film Festival, Mid90s has been 
lauded by critics as a coming-of-age story full of authentic nostalgia and innovative 
filmmaking.

MUSIC

OPENING MOVIE
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SUNDAY 10.21

FILM
• THE BOOKSHOP, 3, 5:30, 8:30 P.M., FILMSCENE 118 E. 
COLLEGE
• MONSTERS AND MEN, 3:30, 6, 8 P.M., FILMSCENE

SATURDAY 10.20

• TING ZHOU MASTERCLASS , 5 P.M., VOXMAN RECITAL 
HALL
• STORM LARGE, 6:30 & 9 P.M., HANCHER
• TWIZTID, 7 P.M., GABE’S, 330 E. WASHINGTON

MUSIC
• JAZZ AFTER FIVE, 5 P.M., MILL, 120 E. BURLINGTON
• ROBERT “ONE MAN” JOHNSON, 8 P.M., SANCTUARY 
PUB, 405 S. GILBERT
• LIZZO, 8 P.M., PENTACREST

• NIC ARP BAND, 9 P.M., BIG GROVE, 1225 S. GILBERT
• BASE OASIS: KILL OG, NXBEL PRICE, RAFRIKA, 

TOMMY GUNNZ, 9 P.M., GABE’S
• AARON KAMM & THE ONE DROPS, 10 P.M., YACHT 
CLUB, 13 S. LINN

MUSIC
• DARWIN DEEZ ,  7 P.M., BLUE MOOSE, 211 IOWA
• ZETA JUNE, CLEAN LIVIN,  9 P.M., YACHT CLUB
• THE DAWN, TRIPP BROTHERS,  10:30 P.M., GABE’S

MUSIC
• BENJAMIN COELHO AND BASSOON CLASS 
RECITAL,  5:30 P.M., VOXMAN RECITAL HALL
• KOSHA DILLZ,  8 P.M., GABE’S

STUDENT FASHION
Name: Lena Kosinski

Year: Junior

What's your fashion style?: 
I’ve been told it’s kind of quirky 
and Wes Anderson-eque. 

How has your fashion changed 
over the years?:  Its more free 
now. I don’t really care what 
people think.

When you wake up in the 
morning and pick out an 
outfit, is there anything you 
have in mind?: I have a lot of 
skirts, so when it’s cold out I add 
a lot of thick tights to them. I go 
for color. 

Where do you shop?: Goodwill, 
in a nutshell.

Where do you draw fashion 
inspiration from?: The people 
around campus.

MID90S

ALBUM PICK

— Joshua Balicki

— Natalie Betz

THE BOOKSHOP

THIS WEEK IN MUSIC HISTORY

UI DRAG BALL

Oct. 18, 1966: The Jimi Hendrix Experience plays its first gig as the supporting act for 
French pop star Johnny Hallyday at the Paris Olympia.

Oct. 19, 1985:  A-ha scores a U.S. No. 1 single with its single “Take on Me.” It was the 
first Norwegian group to score a No. 1 single in the U.S.

Oct. 20, 2003: Amy Winehouse releases her début album, Frank, which has sold 
more than 1 million copies in the UK.

Oct. 21, 1976: Keith Moon plays his last show with the Who at Maple Leaf Gardens 
in Toronto. On Sept. 7, 1978, not even two years after this last show, he dies of an 
overdose of anti-seizure medication.

Oct. 22, 1990: Pearl Jam play its first-ever gig at the Off Ramp venue in Seattle.

Oct. 23, 2015: Adele releases her single “Hello” from her album 25. The music video 
broke the Vevo record by reaching more than 27.7 million views within 24 hours of 
the video being released. It was also the highest-selling No. 1 single in the UK in the 
past three years, with more than 333,000 sales and 259,000 downloads.

— Maleaha Brings Plenty

Thomas A. Stewart/The Daily Iowan

FILM
• PEOPLE PLACES THINGS: SCOTTY AND THE SECRET 
HISTORY OF HOLLYWOOD , 5 P.M., FILMSCENE

THEATER
• LOVE BIRD, 8 P.M., THEATER B

THEATER
• LOVE BIRD, 2 P.M., THEATER B

LITERATURE
• “LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS,” LISA WELLS & 
JOSHUA MARIE WILKINSON, 7 P.M. PRAIRIE LIGHTS, 15 
S. DUBUQUE

FILM
• NOVEL TO FILM: VINNIE WILHELM AND 
KAJGANICH, 11 A.M. DEY HOUSE FRANK CONROY 
READING ROOM
• CAB PRESENTS:  BLACKKKLANSMAN, 5 P.M., IMU 

THEATER
• BIJOU AFTER HOURS:  CARRIE, 11 P.M., FILMSCENE

THEATER

• LOVE BIRD, 8 P.M., THEATER BUILDING THEATER B

THEATER

• LOVE BIRD, 8 P.M., THEATER B

LITERATURE
• IWP READING SERIES, 5 P.M., SHAMBAUGH HOUSE

DI MISCELLANEOUS
• HOMECOMING PARADE, 5:45 P.M., DOWNTOWN
• FLOODWATER’S FRESHEST COMICS COMEDY 
CONTEST FINALS , 8:30 P.M., MILL

DI MISCELLANEOUS
• 14TH ANNUAL UI DRAG BALL , 10 P.M., IMU MAIN 
LOUNGE
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Rapper Nobi, in the shadows of hip-hop world
UI student Yusong Ju, stage name Nobi, compares Chinese and American hip-hop as he pursues his passion in rapping.

BY ADRIAN ENZASTIGA
adrian-enzastiga@uiowa.edu

Despite his obvious tal-
ent for throwing down mad 
lyrics and growing internet 
fame, UI student Yusong Ju 
stays humble regarding his 
skills as a hip-hop artist.

Ju is a first-year Universi-
ty of Iowa student from Bei-
jing. He has been rapping 
for around two years, but he 
came to the UI to study psy-
chology. Still, he pursues his 
passion for the spoken word 
by writing his own songs in 
Mandarin; he has around 20 
originals written in Manda-
rin, all recorded and posted 
to Cloudmusic.

Ju is enrolled in the first-
year seminar Great Stories 
in Classic Hip-Hop and 

hopes to connect his experi-
ences in Chinese hip-hop to 
American hip-hop and com-
pare the two genres.

“I take this class because 
I want to know more about 
the culture of hip hop in 
America,” he said. “I want 
to know the difference be-
tween them, and if I can 
learn something new, I 
would add it to my songs. 
I listen to Chinese hip-hop 
one day and American hip-
hop the other day. I think 
the lyrics written by the 
Chinese rappers always 
make me have more feeling. 
For American hip-hop, I just 
hear a flow.”

Ju said Chinese hip-hop 
has been around for more 
than 20 years but has only 
become popular in the last 

year or so.
“The live show of hip-hop 

became popular in China 
nowadays,” he said. “They 
have a show called ‘The Rap 
of China,’ and this show be-
came famous and hip-hop 
became famous last year in 
China. Lots of underground 
rappers came out and per-
formed on very big stages.”

His stage name, Nobi, 
comes from a famous Japa-
nese cartoon.

“One of my classmates 
said that I wore these glass-
es like a cartoon movie char-
acter called Nobita,” Ju said. 
“[Doraemon] is a very fa-
mous cartoon in Japan and 
also in China. The character 
called Nobita; I shortened 
him to be called Nobi.”

Ju well remembers how 
he got into rap.

“A person I didn’t know 
posted his own song. I 
thought, ‘Wow, that’s cool 
that he had his own song, 
that’s awesome.’ I listened 
to it, and it was really bad,” 
Ju said. “If a person who has 
really bad skill is brave to 
write a song, I can, too. So 
I just started to write a song 
and record it. We became 
really great homies, and he 
became better.”

Back home, Ju has per-
formed in the MAO Live-
house in Beijing around 15 
times. He said it was very 
competitive.

“They had a very famous 
singer in a show. He per-
formed before me, and after 
he performed, when I went 
to the stage, people in the 
first and second line were 

just gone,” he said. “I felt re-
ally disappointed about that 
because the people in those 
lines just wanted to listen to 
that singer. It really hurt.”

In Iowa, Ju is part of the 
Chinese Music Club and had 
a showcase with it this past 
weekend.

“It is a music club and 
also lots of people are from 
China, so I got interested in 
it,” Ju said. “It’s not just rap-
pers; someone plays guitar, 
or lots of people play piano.”

Ju said that as of last 
week, his songs had more 
than 90,000 views, though 
that has not inflated his 
confidence.

“I have a lot of songs, and 
maybe some people hear not 
just once, so I think it is not 
too much,” Ju said.

In fact, he said he still has 
much room to grow in re-
gards to fame.

“I thought that if I make 
great music, then everyone 
will like me, and I will get 
famous,” Ju said. “But I’m 
not famous, and I’m not 
good enough.”

He said he wants to re-
main a low-key rapper.

“I don’t really want to be-
come famous sometimes, 
but I want more people 
to listen to my music,” Ju 
said. “Because if you’re fa-

mous, you may not be free 
to do something. I don’t like 
somebody controlling me. I 
want to do something I like 
to do.”

Ju said that rapping is 
more like a hobby for him.

“I think I cannot earn 
money by making music, so 
I need to do something else 
and earn some money,” he 
said.

Although hip-hop artistry 
is still something fun and 
unique to pursue, he said.

“It’s good. It’s really 
good,” Ju said. “The spot-
light, and the people, and 
the stage, you see that it’s 
awesome.” 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

TRIVIA
CONTINUED FROM 1B
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anything I find interesting into 
questions. And then I keep one 
huge question pile, so when 

I think of a theme, I group a 
bunch of the questions togeth-
er.”

Part of the fun and occasion-
al annoyance of Andrew’s Bar 
Exam are the vague themes and 
categories Juhl lumps his ques-
tions into. He does this with a 
purpose, and most of the cate-

gory themes are puns he comes 
up with, showcasing his love 
and appreciation for comedy.

After high school, Juhl waited 
a year to attend the University 
of Iowa because of winning an 
amateur standup-comedy com-
petition in southern Minnesota 
that resulted in an agent and a 

year of touring the Midwest.
He found other media for 

comedy after his participation 
in standup by working for 13 
years at The Daily Iowan as the 
writer of “The Ledge,” a daily 
humor column.

“I like writing jokes and puns. 
I don’t do this for money, I do 

it because I love it,” Juhl said. 
“I love writing the questions, 
running the shows, interacting 
with the crowd, making terrible 
jokes, and making people groan 
and laugh. This is how I have 
fun.”

With a primary job in Cedar 
Rapids at a market-research 

company, Juhl said, he’ll contin-
ue his affiliation with Andrew’s 
Bar Exam until the hassle out-
weighs the fun. For now, one 
can find him or his unique 
blend of goofy entertainers 
hosting trivia five nights a 
week in various locations in 
downtown Iowa City. 

Hometown: Beijing
Year in School: Freshman
Age: 19
Top artist he listens to: Kendrick Lamar or 2Pac
Dream place to live: Xia Men, “It’s a chill place”
Dream place to work: Xia Men as a counseling 
psychologist
Favorite place for a late-night bite: Nowhere 
(does not want to get fat)
Favorite movie: Moonlight
Last song stuck in his head: “Chanel” (Frank 
Ocean)
Instagram: nobitherapper

FAST FACTS Sid Peterson/The Daily Iowan
Yusong Ju raps at the University of Iowa Chinese Music Club’s outdoor performance on the Ped Mall on Oct. 13.
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BY MADISON LOTENSCHTEIN
madison-lotenschtein@uiowa.edu

Playwright K.T Peterson 
was reading a Washington 
Post article, as many do on a 
normal day. On this day, in-
spiration was sparked by a 
story of a seabird, Nigel, who 
traveled alone to the island 
of Mana, which had been 
filled with decoy birds. Nigel 
was unaware he was being 
closely observed by scientists 
and that the other birds were 
fake.

He took an interest with 
one decoy and remained by 
its side, building it a nest 
and pursuing this extremely 
one-sided relationship until 
he died. Peterson was in-
spired by the article and wrote 
the play Love Bird, which will 
open at 8 p.m. today in The-

ater Building Theatre B.
“The article made me think 

about the devotion people (or 
animals) are willing to give,” 
Peterson said. “It’s about the 
meditation on the dispos-
able matter of modern rela-
tionships. There are a lot of, 
‘What’s in it for me?’ mind-
sets today, and I think that 
it is hard for us to say yes to 
love.”

The star of the show, Ni-
gel, pops up a remote island, 
hoping to find himself on the 
small oasis. He later meets 
Norman, the love interest of 
the plot.

“The play is queer and deals 
with bisexuality,” Peterson 
said. “Bisexuality is almost 
always used as a device or an 
afterthought, for a plot twist 
for cheating/infidelity or 
something. There are so ma-

ny plays I’ve never read by so 
many great writers; I can only 
speak to what I’m aware of, 
but media depiction of bisex-
ual people in general seems to 
be very one-dimensional or 
misinformed.”

Director Erica Barnes 
found Love Bird difficult to 
cast, because there are only 
two characters to maneuver 
through the rocky shores of 
the plot.

How can one choose be-
tween so many actors? If cho-
sen, the duo must have a con-
nection and exceptional stage 
presence.

“Michael Juarez [Nigel] 
and Octavius Lanier [Nor-
man] have incredible pres-
ence and are doing a won-
derful job of listening and 
really bouncing energy off 
of each other — something 

so key in a play about con-
nection and missed connec-
tions,” Barnes said. “They 
are both so committed to the 
exploration of the characters 
and the discovery of the rela-
tionship onstage.”

Love Bird also displays the 
horrors of environmental cri-
ses. Trash and recyclables are 
littered across the stage-floor, 
and Nigel collects the trash 
and builds a little home on 
the island.

The dirty finger-prints of 
humans have smeared Nigel’s 
corner of the world.

“We want people to feel 
slightly changed,” drama-
turge Morgan Grambo said. 
“To be able to think about our 
own relationships and be able 
to reflect, and I hope they vi-
sualize how the trash is clos-
ing in on the birds.”

Finding love in life among the trash heap
Inspired by an article in the Washington Post,Nigel finds himself on an island. The unexpected ensues.

BY LAUREN BARBER
lauren-barber@uiowa.edu

 In the era of music col-
lectives such as Odd Future 

and BROCKHAMPTON, it’s 
no surprise that one of them 
popped up around the Iowa 
City area. The group LAV.ISH 
will make a big splash as this 

year’s Homecoming opening 
band.

To familiarize the world 
with LAV.ISH, two of the 
members of the group, vo-

calist Carl Lane III and triple 
threat videographer, anima-
tion specialist, and rapper 
Nim Kaufman described how 
the group got started.

 “LAV.ISH is really just a 
bunch of friends who were 
making music together until 
one day we decided to actually 
try to take it seriously,” Lane 
said. “Most of the members 
grew up in the same neigh-
borhood and have long been 
jamming together, but LAV.
ISH itself didn’t really become 
a thing until senior year in Io-
wa City.”

The group consists of seven 
members: guitarist Tyler Hen-
dershot; bassist Logan Bloss-
er; producer Brandon Her-
man; producer and guitarist 
Jared Neal; producer and DJ 
Lucas Brandt; and Lane and 
Kaufman.

The Iowa City group de-
scribes their sound as hip-hop 

and R&B music and have 
been compared with Outkast, 
A Tribe Called Quest, and 
Q-Tip in the past. While all 
the members come from dif-
ferent musical backgrounds, 
the hip-hop thread makes the 
group cohesive.

Since getting an official 
start just a few short months 
ago, LAV.ISH has been able 
to play a number of shows 
across the state. Playing at 
such venues as Vaudeville 
Mews and Gabe’s are things 
already under the belt, but 
opening a show at Wooly’s 
for rapper B. Well was one of 
the band’s biggest milestones 
thus far.

However, the group’s fa-
vorite show took place during 
RAGBRAI.

“We did a show for Tariq 
and 98.3 The Vibe back during 
RAGBRAI,” Kaufman said. “It 
was a very different crowd 

than the usual, but the people 
were all grooving out hard. 
Iowa City has always shown 
lots of love, too.”

LAV.ISH will return to 
Iowa City to perform at its 
biggest show yet, opening 
for Michigan rapper Lizzo on 
the Pentacrest. When asked 
about the event, the two re-
plied, “Oh it’s gonna be real 
fun. We’re all excited.”

After the Homecoming 
show, LAV.ISH doesn’t have 
much of a plan; the members 
just want to ride the wave.

“We just want to keep 
growing. We’re lucky to have 
some good people on our side 
in Des Moines. It’s definitely 
sped things up,” Lane said. 
“You make plans, and then 
an even better opportunity 
comes, so you say f*** your 
plans and seize the opportu-
nity. If that keeps happening, 
the future looks good.” 

Lizzo Homecoming openers LAV.ISH open up

Contributed

Sid Peterson/The Daily Iowan
UI student Michael Juarez builds a boat during the Love Bird play rehearsal in 
the Theater Building on Tuesday.

The Iowa City band prepares for a set Friday night and remaining optimistic about the future of the group.
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