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Gubernatorial candidates 
announce debates
Three gubernatorial debates 
will take place in October 
between Republican Gov. Kim 
Reynolds and Democratic can-
didate Fred Hubbell, according 
to a release from Hubbell’s 
campaign. 

Oct. 10, 7-8 p.m. in Des Moines
Oct. 17, 7-8 p.m. in Sioux City
Oct. 21, 8-9 a.m. in Davenport

Iowa Youth Writing Proj-
ect expands
The Iowa Youth Writing Project 
has expanded into a fully 
funded nonprofit since it was 
founded in 2010. The organi-
zation aims to bridge the gap 
between writing opportunities 
available to youth versus 
adults.

IC seeks art for City Hall
The Iowa City Public Art 
Advisory Committee is taking 
applications from artists and 
other creative groups interest-
ed in designing artwork for the 
City Hall lobby. The goal is to 
commission an art piece that 
captures the spirit of Iowa City. 

Hawkeyes boast one 
country’s best defenses
Iowa has shown its potential 
on the defensive side of the 
ball despite questions sur-
rounding the squad entering 
the season. The Hawkeyes 
have only allowed 5 points 
through two weeks, second 
in the nation. With another 
in-state team entering Kinnick 
on Saturday, Iowa seems to be 
secure on one side of the ball. 

Soto set for senior 
season
Iowa cross-country runner Dan 
Soto has been a staple in the 

Hawkeye pro-
gram for some 
years now. After 
being Iowa’s top 
finisher at the 
Hawkeye Invi-
tational, Soto 
wants to build 
on his strong 

start in his last college season. 
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Clemens highlights financial 
experience in House run  

BY AADIT TAMBE
aadit-tambe@uiowa.edu

First-time Democratic candidate Jodi Cle-
mens, a West Branch native, wants to remove 
the corrupting influence of money out of pol-
itics.

Clemens, 38, wants to win the Iowa House 
seat now held by Bobby Kaufmann, R-Wil-
ton. She currently serves as the secretary for 
the West Branch Community Development 
Group. 

She has worked closely with the School 
Board and also runs an antique store in West 
Branch. 

The mother of two has eight  years of ex-

perience in medical administration and has 
taught financial-literacy courses for the last 
11 years.

“Teaching financial-literacy courses, I saw 
people’s debt just skyrocket,” she said. “Stu-
dent loans are out of control … Our whole cul-
ture around debt [is] just getting so bad.”

Her husband, Wes Clemens, is running for 
Cedar County supervisor. Her daughter Alex-
is is a senior in high school, and son Kalvin is 
in sixth grade.

Clemens has helped run other campaigns 
in the past and has been actively involved in 
the Democratic Party. She said the 2016 elec-

BY MARISSA PAYNE
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa’s standing relative to its 
peer institutions as shown in the U.S. News & World 
Report ranking will continue to slip without suffi-
cient state funding, UI President Bruce Harreld has 
repeatedly told a variety of stakeholders.

The 2019 “Best Colleges” rankings 
released Monday show just that — a 
slide for the UI, with the school com-
ing in at No. 38 — down seven spots 
from last year.

The decline follows a slight bump in 
the rankings on the 2018 list for public 
universities from No. 33 to No. 31.

UI officials suggest the slip in the 
rankings comes as no surprise given “generational 
disinvestment” — the trend of dwindling state sup-
port — in higher education.

Budget cuts to the state Board of Regents amount-
ed to approximately $35 million in the last two bud-
get years alone. 

It’s not the first time Harreld has warned of the re-
sults of slashing higher-education funding. Harreld, 
when speaking with legislators in February, forecast 
the institution’s drop in the rankings because seven 
of its 10 peer institutions had seen a boost in state 
support and improved outcomes.

Harreld has called for consistent tuition increas-
es, arguing that the UI needs to aggressively hike its 
price to compensate for the lack of state funding and 
to remain competitive with its 10-university peer 
group.

The regents voted in June to hike tuition at varying 

SEE RANKING, 2

UI officials 
say lack of 
funding causes 
dip in rankings
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Harreld

The UI fell seven spots to No. 38 in 
the 2019 U.S. News ranking.

Jodi Clemens seeks to get money out of politics, repeal privatization 
of health care, and strengthen Iowa’s public-school system.

David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan
Area candidates for the state Legislature participate in a public forum at the Coralville Public Library on Monday.

Legislature candidates talk 
Medicaid privatization, 

education at forum

BY ANDY MITCHELL
andrew-mitchell@uiowa.edu

Iowa’s privatized Medicaid system domi-
nated conversation in a Monday afternoon 
forum in which six area legislative candi-
dates took questions from a small crowd at 
the Coralville Public Library. 

One of the first questions concerned 
the reported refusal of Medicaid company 
payments for such items as wheelchairs, 
shower stools, and nutritional supplements 
and how the candidates would address the 
issue.

Kevin Kinney, D-Oxford, criticized the 
2015 decision to shift the responsibility for 
the state’s Medicaid system to private man-
aged-care organizations.

He talked about one of his constituents, 
who he described as a young man who was 
employed but unable to travel to and from 

his job without the help of a mechanical 
wheelchair, for which he was denied cover-
age by the private companies.

“I have a number of constituents who 
reach out to me on a weekly basis that are 
being denied the critical-care devices that 
they need, and we need to have governmen-
tal legislative oversight,” Kinney said. 

His Republican opponent, Heather Hora, 
was not in attendance.

Patrick Wronkiewicz, a UI undergrad 
and the Republican challenger to Sen. Joe 
Bolkcom, D-Iowa City, said he thought Io-
wa’s current model for privatized health 
care was pushed too fast without fully 
considering the consequences. However, 
Wronkiewicz said, if elected, he would not 
push to return to state-run Medicaid. 

“This was going to bankrupt our state,” 

SEE LEGISLATURE, 2

Coralville hosts a public forum for area candidates for the 
Legislature to hear from the public.

BY CHRISTOPHER BORRO
christopher-borro@uiowa.edu

Local labor leaders held a public hearing at the Old 
Brick on Monday evening to address community con-
cerns about the planned closing of the University of 
Iowa Labor Center.

The center was one of seven that the UI announced 
earlier this year that it would close because of the state’s 
midyear funding cuts. The Labor Center opened in 1951 
and provides research and noncredit programs to labor 
organizations and workers.

This event was the last of seven statewide meetings 
undertaken by proponents of the Labor Center to advo-
cate for its continued existence. More than 100 people 
attended. 

Panelists at the hearing included re-
tiring Sen. Bob Dvorsky, D-Coralville; 
Rep. Amy Nielsen, D-North Liberty; and 
Iowa City City Councilor Mazahir Salih. 

The hearing’s organizers, many of 
whom were union members and labor 
leaders, had their reasons for support-
ing the center’s remaining open. One of 
the people who spoke was Greg Hearns, 

the president of the Iowa City Federation of Labor, a 
coalition of 22 local labor unions. 

“I’m an actual product of the Labor Center … we’re 
all connected to labor in some way,” he said. “We’ve all 
taken their classes and courses. I don’t think a lot of us 
would be where we are without the Labor Center.”

Labor Center staff members also attended and later 
expressed their thoughts about the center’s impending 
closing.

“What we heard tonight on campus and all over the 
state is that people are opposed to the closing and really 
value the education, research, and scholarship that the 
Labor Center has provided over the last 70 years,” La-

SEE LABOR, 2

Labor Center 
supporters 
decry planned 
closing

Hearns

After its proposed shutdown 
because of budget cuts earlier 
this year, a group of UI students 
and faculty, as well as community 
members, expressed their support 
for the UI Labor Center.
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Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at daily-iowan.com.



he said. “Going back to the 
way it was was unsustain-
able.”

Bolkcom said the decision 
to privatize Medicaid after 
models seen in states such as 
Kansas was made unilateral-
ly without the consent of the 
Legislature.

“Medicaid is there for all 
should you suffer a cata-
strophic disability or injury; 
it’s your safety net,” Bolkcom 
said. 

Libertarian candidate 
for Senate District 37 Carl 
Krambeck of Clarence, Io-
wa, said he would be open 
to bringing back state-run 
care for groups such as the 
elderly and the long-term 
disabled, because private 
companies would not be able 
to profit by providing them 
with care. He called the cur-
rent privatized system “cro-

ny capitalism.”
“They’re giving all of this 

money to private organi-
zations, they’re giving it to 
their friends, and they’re 

giving it to a small group of 
insurance companies that 
give them money for re-elec-
tion,” Krambeck said. 

Democratic candidate 

Zach Wahls, Krambeck’s op-
ponent in the district held by 
retiring Sen. Bob Dvorsky, 
D-Coralville,  said he’d support 
transferring Medicaid back to 

a government-run system.
On workers’ rights, the 

candidates concurred on 
lessening the restrictions on 
collective-bargaining rights 
in the public sector. 

In 2017, then-Gov. Terry 
Branstad signed legislation 
that restricted public-sector 
workers’ rights to negotiate 
over wages, benefits, and 
working conditions.

In House District 73, the 
seat held by Rep. Bobby 
Kaufmann, R-Wilton, Dem-
ocratic candidate Jodi Cle-
mens said the changes to 
collective-bargaining law is 
one of her principal reasons 
for running. She called the 
decision one-sided and said 
she would support restoring 
collective-bargaining rights.

“I watched hundreds of 
my fellow community mem-
bers show up at forums 
arguing against this bill, 
teachers pleading for their 
collective-bargaining rights, 
and they pushed it through 
anyway,” Clemens said. 

Nearly across the board, 
candidates condemned 
recent budget cuts to the 
state’s schools, including the 
University of Iowa and Iowa 
State.

In the last two budget 
years, the state Board of Re-
gents has seen funding cut 
by approximately $35 mil-
lion.

Wahls said the Legislature 
should stop its midyear cuts 
to the UI and ISU. He called 
funding the universities and 
public-school systems a ben-
efit to the workforce. 

“I think it’s very import-
ant that we have the best 
workers in the Midwest, and 
that starts with a strong in-
vestment in our K-12,” Wahls 
said. 

Krambeck said Iowa 
should focus more on fund-
ing for community colleges.

Wronkiewicz said univer-
sity funding and tuition is 
the top issue of the district, 
and he disagreed with the 
budget cuts.
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UI students Yujing Lu (left) and Vicky Wang stop for a bite at Molly’s Cupcakes on Monday. “The cupcakes here are amazing,” Lu said.

PIECE OF CAKE

LEGISLATURE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

tion was a turning point in her 
life.

“I really saw this huge di-
vide in my own party,” she 
said. “I saw the amount of 
despair. So, I started an In-
divisible Iowa group in West 
Branch as a support group.”

Through the support group, 
Clemens felt the need to bring 
about political change.

“We thought that finding 
someone to run against my 
opponent was a top priority,” 
she said. “After a few inter-
actions with my opponent 
[Kaufmann], I decided I was 
going to be the person to run 
against him.”

Clemens said she champi-
ons ending large corporation 
campaign donations to polit-
ical races. 

Her website declines do-
nations from Political Action 
Committees, and she said she 
accepts money only from indi-
vidual donors.

“Getting money out of poli-
tics is the only way we are go-
ing to get democracy back to 
the people,” she said.

Clemens said health care 
and the increasing costs of 
health insurance are top pri-
orities she heard from people 
while knocking on doors.

“I want change to be 
brought about at a federal 
level,” she said. “But we can’t 

afford to wait in Iowa. I would 
like to see a serious study done 
on [how we can] add people in 
the Medicaid program.”

She said she would work 
to bring Iowa’s Medicaid 
program back under control 
of the government. Respon-
sibility for Iowa’s Medicaid 
system shifted to private man-
aged-care organizations in 
2015. 

Anytime the pool of pa-
tients grows, the risk goes 
down, she said.  

“We need to get to the peo-
ple who can’t get insurance 
through a large employer,” she 
said. “We need to strengthen 
the medical system and give 
people the option — they don’t 
have to work for a large corpo-
ration just to be able to afford 
benefits.”

Clemens also said she 
wants to strengthen the pub-
lic-school system in Iowa 
through additional funding 
and restoring collective bar-
gaining for teachers. 

“We need to fund educa-
tion,” she said. “Rural schools 
are [getting] hurt especially. 
We need to value teachers. 
Collective bargaining was 
a huge blow for so many of 
them. And I saw so many 
schools step up, and do the 
right thing, and extend con-
tracts, and try to relieve that 
fear they had put in so many 
teachers.”

Clemens’ opponent, 
Kaufmann, is running for his 
fourth term. 

CLEMENS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

rates for students across its 
three universities.

“The U.S. News rankings 
are a stark illustration of 
what happens when there’s 
not enough investment by 
the state in higher educa-
tion, which will necessitate 
additional investments by 
students and their families,” 
Harreld said in a statement 
to The Daily Iowan. “Con-
tinuing the generational 
disinvestment will result in 
further reductions in out-
comes for students and the 
university.”

The drop in rankings may 
in part be explained by the 
methodology for calculating 
them changed this year.

It now considers social 

mobility, measured by six-
year graduation rates of 
Pell Grant recipients, and 
also compares the differ-
ence in those rates for Pell 
Grant recipients and of 
nonrecipients.

The Des Moines Register 
reported that “of the 796 
Pell recipients who began 
attending UI in fall 2011, 
63 percent had graduated 
six years later. The six-year 
graduation rate for the fall 
2010 class was 58 percent 
and for the fall 2009, 68 per-
cent.”

Additionally, the meth-
odology now gives more 
weight to outcomes — up to 
35 percent this year from 30 
percent in 2018. 

Other factors include 
faculty resources, financial 
resources, reputation, and 
alumni giving.

Certain statistics show 

the UI is improving, 
though not as rapidly as 
its peers. For example, its 
six-year graduation rate 
increased from 72 percent 
to 74 percent in this year’s 
list — lower than the peer 
average of 83 percent. The 
average first-year reten-
tion rate remained at 86 
percent.

The financial resources 
rank, however, fell three 
spots to No. 79 — eight spots 
below the peer average rank 
of 71. The faculty resources 
rank dropped from No. 55 to 
No. 73, which is higher than 
the peer average rank of No. 
119. 

Research shows univer-
sities see better outcomes 

for students when they have 
access to quality instruc-
tors, according to U.S. News. 
That’s where the faculty 
resources come in — UI of-
ficials suggest the universi-
ty cannot keep up with its 
peers on student-success 
programs despite improv-
ing faculty salaries. Only the 
University of Michigan and 
UCLA rank higher than the 
UI in the faculty-resources 
category.

“Making student out-
comes our spending pri-
ority is exactly the right 
thing to do and illustrates 
the fiscal discipline at the 
university,” UI interim 
Provost Sue Curry said in a 
statement.

RANKING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

bor Center Director Jennifer 
Sherer said. 

Speakers read from 
speeches detailing success 
stories about the center and 
talked about ways it helped 
them academically.

More than a dozen speak-
ers presented their case for 
why the center should not be 
closed. They described their 
interactions with the Labor 
Center, including receiving 
resources from, and taking 
classes at, the center.

“Without the Labor Center 
staff coming to our depart-
ment to teach, we actually 
don’t tend to have labor histo-
ry offered as a subject class,” 
UI graduate student Ashley 
Dorn said. 

Dorn took a class taught 
by Labor Center staff mem-
bers who helped her get in-
to contact with scholars to 
further her education. She 
said one particular Labor 
Center resource that helped 
her was the Iowa Labor His-

tory Oral Project, a collec-
tion of stories from Iowan 
workers across a variety of 
occupations.

Many of the speakers had 
connections to the UI, includ-
ing a professor of law, a pro-
fessor of history, and a pro-
fessor of English. Numerous 

UI students and alumni also 
spoke, as well as local com-
munity organizers and union 
members.

After the speakers, the six 
panelists provided short clos-
ing remarks. 

“Since the announcement 
by the university about the 

closure, hundreds of Iowans 
have come forward to say they 
think this decision should be 
reconsidered,” Sen. Joe Bolk-
com, D-Iowa City, said. “The 
value that the Labor Center 
has provided to Iowa’s work-
ers and Iowa businesses is at 
stake here.”

LABOR
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan
Zach Wahls, the Democratic candidate for state Senate District 37, participates in a public forum at the 
Coralville Public Library on Monday.

Charles Peckman/The Daily Iowan
Community members gather at Old Brick on Monday for a public hearing on the University of Iowa 
Labor Center. In a second round of midyear budget cuts, the UI chose to close the center in an effort 
to compensate for state funding cuts.
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BY KINSEY PHIPPS 
kinsey-phipps@uiowa.edu

Funded in 2010 after UI stu-
dents and teachers noticed a 
discrepancy between writing 
opportunities for adults ver-
sus children in Iowa City, the 
Iowa Youth Writing Project 
has now expanded into a fully 
funded nonprofit with many 
volunteers.

When the program started, 
Iowa Writers’ Workshop stu-
dents and teachers went to a 
few schools and started doing 
one-hour writing workshops 
with students, Youth Writ-
ing Program Director Mal-
lory Hellman said. The idea 
caught on and blossomed into 
the Youth Writing Program 
through a partnership with 
the UI Magid Center for Un-
dergraduate Writing in 2012.

The youth program was of-
fered a Better Futures for Io-
wans Grant through the Office 
of Outreach and Engagement. 
For five years, Hellman said, 
the grant funded such items 
as employment and office 
space. At the conclusion of the 
partnership, the program be-
came a fully funded nonprofit 
through the UI.

“The deeper our partner-
ship gets with the university, 
the more diverse populations 
of students we are able to work 
with,” Hellman said.

Becoming part of the UI has 
helped the program expand by 
reaching more undergraduate 
students. Students will usual-
ly volunteer for one hour each 
week at a site of their choice, 
Hellman said. 

During the year, she said, 
K-12 students in the program 
participate in weekly writing 
activities. At the end of the 
school year, the students see 
their works published in a 
professionally designed an-
thology.

“I’m passionate about this 

program because I’m fairly 
convinced there’s no one else 
who does quite what we do,” 
Hellman said. “We go in and 
do these workshops. My favor-
ite component of what we do 
is making our students work 
as public as possible.”

In addition to the antholo-
gy, she said the program also 
hosts annual events, including 
a reading at Prairie Lights in 
which students present their 
work and a Junior High Writ-
ing Conference. 

While serving a variety of 
sites in the Iowa City area, the 
program focuses on children 
who have struggled, Hellman 
said. Usually, they are low-in-
come students who otherwise 
wouldn’t have a creative out-
let to turn to. One way orga-
nizers accomplish this is by 
searching for areas in which 
there is a large percentage 
of free/reduced lunch. Tate 
High is one of the 13 sites the 
program has visited. It’s an 
alternative high school prior-

itizing success for students 
who may have other respon-
sibilities, such as children 
to care for, jobs to support 
themselves, or a need for a 
more specialized education 
than the larger schools in the 
district can give them.

Kate Richey, the instruc-
tional design specialist and an 
11th- and 12th-grade English 

teacher at Tate, 
has worked 
with the pro-
gram for six 
years.

“It’s been so 
rewarding for 
my students to 
have volunteer 

writers from the university 
or from the community who 
want to come in and show how 
writing in their lives can help 
sort through some of their 
personal issues or make sense 
of the world around them,” 
Richey said.

There are two courses of-
fered for credit in the pro-
gram, Hellman said. Writers 
in the Community is a sev-
en-week, one-credit course 
devoted to volunteering. 
Writing and Community 
Outreach is a three-cred-
it course in which students 
learn teaching strategies to 
carry them into the volunteer 
experience once a week. The 
course now satisfies a gen-
eral-education requirement 
under the Diversity and In-
clusion category.

UI sophomore Rebecca Jef-
ferson began her journey with 
the program in Writing and 
Community Outreach.

“Being in college, it can 
be very stressful sometimes, 
but work with kids,” Jeffer-
son said. “They will tell you, 
‘It’s fine.’ They see the world 
in such a clear and uncom-
plicated way. You get to learn 
as you’re helping the children 
learn.”
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Opportunities expand for Youth Writing Project 
After becoming a fully funded nonprofit through the University of Iowa, the Iowa Youth Writing Project reaches new 

audiences and expands programs to bring the power of the pen to local youth.

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Students listen to Adjunct Assistant Professor Sara McGuirk in the Writing and Community Outreach creative-writing class on Monday. 

‘I’m passionate about this program because 
I’m fairly convinced there’s no one else who 

does quite what we do. We go in and do these 
workshops. My favorite component of what 

we do is making our students work as public as 
possible.’

— Mallory Hellman, program director

Richey



On Sept. 4, Ann Freerks and 
Bruce Teague walked away from 
the Iowa City City Council pri-
mary after securing the top two 
spots in the five-person race for 
the single open seat. The two will 
face each other in the October 
special election.

Freerks, who has run so far on 
a city-planning-centric platform, 
and Teague, who has primarily 
focused on civil advocacy, are 

somewhat surprising victors.
Following the special election 

has been especially useful in un-
derstanding the roots of Iowa 
City politics. In general, the gov-
erning principles of the city’s pol-
itics can be summed up in three 
sentences:

Iowa City is a city that prides 
itself on its perceived progressiv-
ism. Iowa City knows very little 
about how it wishes to achieve 
its goals. Iowa City responds in-
credibly well to well-aimed rhet-
oric.

While all the candidates are 
passionate and enthusiastic 
people interested in promot-
ing community well-being, 
none of them seem particularly 
equipped in solving any of the 
issues they raise, least of all Fre-
erks and Teague.

In a very close race, the two 
primary winners played some-

what antithetical roles: Freerks’ 
focus on residential neighbor-
hoods and zoning practices 
differs greatly from Teague’s 
more overarching goal of estab-
lishing a “Human Rights City.” 
Freerks’ focus left her seem-
ingly unprepared to tackle the 
vaster problems in Iowa City, 
problems that lay far beyond 
her scope in neighborhood 
associations. And, for Teague, 
his lofty aim to completely re-
structure the city during his 
term as city councilor leaves a 
large hole in his policy for the 
important mundanities of the 
office’s responsibilities.

Rhetoric has played a large 
role in this election thus far. 
Rather than providing the vot-
ers any concrete plans, the can-
didates ran on solely ideolog-
ical standpoints. This worked 
well in the favor of Freerks and 

Teague, whose victories can be 
largely attributed to their care-
ful social positioning. Freerks, 
with her almost two decades of 
experience in the public sector 
coupled with her family-fo-
cused narrative, came off as a 
candidate who would have the 
people’s best interests in mind. 
Teague accomplished a similar 
goal by emphasizing his every-
day-man image as a local busi-
ness owner.

With this flashy rhetoric, how-
ever, comes a distinctive lack of 
substance. Listening to either 
Freerks or Teague talk is evi-
dence enough of a lack of practi-
cal ability. One example of this is 
Freerks’ reticence toward talking 
off-script about the issues that 
should be a second nature to 
her as a longtime member of the 
Iowa City Planning and Zoning 
Commission. Teague, while able 

to talk eloquently, can rarely 
provide information beyond his 
pre-established pitch.

There wasn’t a perfect candi-
date in this election: the haste 
of its proceedings led to unpre-
pared candidates with shaky 
platforms and unfulfilled goals. 
But, at the same time, I don’t 
think that Freerks or Teague 
are necessarily the best for the 
job, either. Christine Ralston, 
the director of the UI College of 
Law career services, and Brian-
na Wills, the executive director 
of Old Brick, would have been, 
in my opinion, better equipped 
candidates.

Ralston, supported by almost 
all labor unions in the area, had 
the power of the people behind 
her; her academic background 
could have facilitated the con-
nection between the university 
and the city as well. Wills, eas-

ily the most well-spoken and 
put-together candidate of the 
group, had strong, definitive 
ideas on what she wanted to 
enact and push. However, her 
downfall, ultimately, was be-
ing the least personable of the 
group.

In the end, all the candidates 
could perform the role of city 
councilor well. The councilor’s 
responsibilities are not overly 
complicated and, with the ener-
gy demonstrated by both Freerks 
and Teague, it’s clear they would 
devote good effort to it. Howev-
er, I do wonder if Freerks and 
Teague will be capable of actu-
ally putting forth important and 
worthwhile change while in of-
fice. City Council may be a small 
elected role, but it could poten-
tially be a powerful platform for 
the types of progress upon which 
Iowa City prides itself.
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Grassley needs to maintain precedent with court hearings
Sen. Chuck Grassley, the Senate Judiciary Committee head, established precedent on hearings in 2016, when he denied Obama’s 
Supreme Court nominee a hearing, but he appears to be changing his mind. If he is, he needs to pick one and stick with it.

After the City Council primary, the remaining two candidates are an important indicator of what Iowa City is looking for in a 
community leader, but is their rhetoric right for Iowa City?

City Council primary followed by uncertain future 
COLUMN

After the retirement of Su-
preme Court Associate Justice 
Anthony Kennedy, President 
Donald Trump nominated 
Judge Brett Kavanaugh to re-
place him. In order for Kavana-

ugh to become a justice, he must 
receive the blessing of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, which is 
chaired by Sen. Chuck Grassley, 
R-Iowa, and then be approved by 
the Senate.

However, if you have been 
watching Grassley in recent 
years, you may be wondering, 
“Why are we having these hear-
ings now?” Well, so am I.

In 2016, President Barack 
Obama nominated Judge Mer-
rick Garland to the high court, 
but Grassley refused to hold any 
hearings on the nomination. At 
the time, he said, “It only makes 
sense that we defer to the Amer-
ican people who will elect a new 

president to select the next Su-
preme Court justice.” However, 
when 2018 (a midterm-election 
year) rolled around, and Trump 
nominated his candidate for the 
Supreme Court, Grassley picked 
it up and is holding hearings on 
the nominee.

Now, here’s the deal. As I 
said earlier, filling a Supreme 
Court vacancy is a two-part job. 
It requires the nomination from 
the president and the vote of 
the Senate. As such, if Grassley 
wanted to wait for the will of the 
people in 2016, why isn’t he do-
ing so now?

Now, I’m not saying that I 
want Grassley to wait. I was 

not able to watch ALL of the 
hearings, but what I did see, 
I thought Kavanaugh was 
scholarly. I thought he was 
someone who held precedent 
in high regard, and someone 
who would be a pretty OK 
justice. However, I am say-
ing that if Grassley wanted to 
establish this kind of a prece-
dent, it should be applied to 
ALL election years in which 
we have a say on who helps to 
get the seat filled.

Grassley said he was following 
precedent, but that’s not really 
true. According to an article by 
PolitiFact, the reason that pres-
idents haven’t made nomina-

tions during election years was 
simply because there historically 
weren’t many vacancies. It was 
not because they wanted to wait 
to see what the people had to say, 
it was because there simply was 
not a seat to fill.

However, this is what Grass-
ley chose, and if he’s going to 
apply it in a presidential-election 
year, he should apply it in a Sen-
ate-election year, because they 
both will affect who ultimately 
gets on the highest court in the 
land.

I do have another quick side-
note: If anyone has watched 
any part of the hearings, I think 
this is a good example of what 

Sen. John McCain talked about 
when he said we need to work 
together. When it appears that 
Republicans are bowing down 
to Kavanaugh, and Democrats 
are ripping him to shreds, that’s 
when we should know some-
thing needs to change. Just 
thought that was important to 
share.

So, If Grassley has decided 
that he wants to change his 
mind on precedent, he should 
let us know. The president and 
the Senate play a role in the Su-
preme Court justice selection, 
and that precedent should be 
applied to both, if that’s what 
Grassley wants to do.

Democratic gubernatorial candidate Fred Hubbell releases only partial tax returns, giving his opponent more reason to 
question his fit for office in a state that celebrates transparency.

COLUMN

Hubbell takes wrong approach in responding to criticisms

As of today, there are 56 days 
for Iowa voters to decide who 
will take the governor’s seat for 
the next four years. With time 
running out, tension is running 
high between Gov. Kim Reyn-
olds, the Republican candidate, 
and Fred Hubbell, the Demo-
cratic gubernatorial candidate.

As with any race, the cam-
paign for governor has seen 
its fair share of provocation. 
Not every claim warrants a re-
sponse; many are just meant to 
build up support for the candi-
date doing the “provoking.” Giv-
ing in to provocation can often 
expose weakness in a candidate. 
Response to such criticisms can 

reveal much about that candi-
date, especially on how he or she 
would handle edgy situations.

After Reynolds vowed to 
uphold an Iowa tradition of 
releasing tax information, 
she released 10 years worth of 
complete tax information from 
her and her husband. Declar-
ing that she would lead by ex-
ample, many wondered if her 
opponent would do the same. 
Hubbell then gave in after many 
criticisms on the importance of 
transparency in government.

Just recently, Hubbell re-
leased partial tax returns in 
response to his opponent 
showing complete transpar-
ency. He held a three-hour 
private viewing for media only 
in which they could not take 
pictures or make copies of the 
returns. Although his returns 
give the amount he paid in tax-
es and gave to charity, they do 
not identify a source of income 
for Hubbell, who took in more 
than $3 million in 2017.

By not identifying the source 
of income, Hubbell has given 

in to his opponents who have 
long criticized him for uneth-
ical business practices that he 
seemed to have financially ben-
efited tremendously from.

In his nomination for the 
Democratic gubernatorial can-
didate seat, Hubbell was forced 
to soften his tone after an inter-
view with the DI. In that inter-
view, Hubbell said, “Some labor 
unions are wonderful — there 
are corrupt labor unions, too 
… bad apples, bad actions, hap-
pens in all kinds of walks of life.”

He later went to Facebook to 
clarify the mischaracterization 
of his labor stance in a lengthy 
post, ending with “Let me be 
clear: I stand with labor, I will 
always stand with labor, and 
together we will grow a move-
ment that stands up for hard-
working families in every single 
corner — urban and rural — of 
this state.”

The need to backtrack on 
a statement that was fair and 
well-made to please few sup-
porters has snowballed into 
Hubbell’s gubernatorial run. 

Not every criticism should in-
voke a reaction, especially in 
politics. When the reaction to 
criticism is an overreaction, like 
Hubbell’s, one can only wonder 
what there is to hide.

In Hubbell’s case, no tax in-
formation would have been 
better than partial information 
that could leave Iowans won-
dering where income is being 
generated. In a state that holds 

transparency as a tradition, 
Hubbell must learn what course 
of action is appropriate when 
concerning the sincerity of a 
candidate.

Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
Democratic gubernatorial candidate Fred Hubbell meets with Becci Reedus, the executive Director of 
Johnson County Crisis Center, at the center on Jan. 19.
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BY KATE PIXLEY 
katherine-pixley@uiowa.edu

Iowa City public-art advo-
cates have announced a compe-
tition to commission an art piece 
depicting the city’s character 
for the lobby of City Hall, 410 E. 
Washington St.

The project is spearheaded by 
Marcia Bollinger, the neighbor-
hood outreach coordinator for 
Iowa City, and is overseen by the 
Public Art Advisory Committee.

The committee’s duties in-
clude overseeing the Public Art 
Program and maintenance of 
public art. The goals are to ele-
vate public spaces and showcase 
Iowa City’s vitality.

The committee would like a 
lobby piece that encapsulates the 
values of Iowa City.

“The goal of this project is to 
design and install an eye-catch-
ing, creative art installation with 
broad public appeal that may 
reflect some connection with 
the Iowa City community, in-
cluding, but not limited to, phys-
ical features, the diverse demo-
graphic of visitors to City Hall, 
educational excellence, cultural 
amenities, etc.,” Bollinger said in 
a press release.

The project will focus on a 
large, 16-inch-by-10-inch wall 
located near the lobby stairwell, 
according to the release.

“I think that the idea of public 
art is neat,” said Sirena Lindsay, 
a University of Iowa alum and 
local artist. “[Public art] really 
makes a lovely little difference 
in mood and personality of the 

space.”
Parts of City Hall were recent-

ly remodeled to update signs and 
to meet the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act guidelines.

The city included money in 
the renovation budget to create 
and install artwork throughout 
City Hall.

The total budget for the lobby 
project is $9,000, and each of the 
four finalists will receive a sti-
pend of $250. The money for the 
project was received through the 
Art Program, whose budget is 
overseen by the Public Art Com-
mittee.

The lobby also serves as the 
entrance to the Iowa City Police 

Station and is open to the public 
24 hours a day, seven days a week.

UI senior Niko Thiel, a local 
artist, said he supports the pro-
gram. While he was previously 
unaware of the project, he said, 
he believes it’s important for 
the city to encourage creative 
growth.

He also believes the best way 
for the city to reach out to art-
ists is to approach them in their 
spaces.

“I think putting [the project] 
in the paper would be a good 
start,” he said. “I feel they would 
also need to go to artist hubs, 
such as Public Space One and 
the university’s art buildings, 

and begin a conversation with 
all of them. Just reaching out to 
local artists who have done past 
murals or art projects for the city 
would be another good idea.”

The committee will review 
applications and conduct inter-
views during its meeting on Oct. 
4. The members hope to have the 
project completed by June 2019.

Applicants should include 
samples of their work, résumés, 
and professional references. 
Preference will be given to artists 
based in Iowa.

Artists have until 5 p.m. Sept. 
28 to submit through the Iowa 
City website or via email, flash 
drive, or CD.
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On The Line
Contest

CONGRATS TO
LARRY COOKMAN

WINNER 

On The Line 
Contest 

Make your
college football
picks every week at
dailyiowan.com for a
chance to win a FREE pizza
from Pizza Pit and a FREE breakfast
entree from Red Pepper Deli

City Hall seeks art 
for renovated lobby 
Iowa City officials encourage artists to apply to create a permanent installation for the City Hall lobby.

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
City Hall is seen on April 18, 2017. The city is seeking artists to create a piece for the renovated lobby 
of City Hall.

BY PAUL ELWELL 
james-elwell@uiowa.edu

Two businesses are measuring 
addiction and looking at its effects 
with as little as one drop of blood.

UI psychiatry Professor and 
CEO of Behavioral Diagnostics 
Robert Philibert has spent de-
cades studying the epigenetic 
effects stemming from sub-
stance abuse, which was un-
charted territory at the time he 
and his team began.

The research has led to stun-
ning developments in the study 
of addiction and substance 
abuse and has allowed Philib-
ert and others to launch a com-
mercial company using the re-
search, Behavioral Diagnostics.

In the early 2000s, Philib-
ert discovered that cells are 
changed by the effects of smok-
ing and alcohol.

According to the Behavior-
al Diagnostics website, white 
blood cells “reprogram” their 
genome so they can produce 

enzymes that get rid of toxins. 
When the cells reprogram, their 
DNA sequence does not change. 
Instead, the gene’s methylation 
status (CH3) changes, turning 
off key portions of the genes.

“I don’t make extravagant claims, 
I publish them,” Philibert said.

Using the data from meth-
ylation levels in their subjects, 
Philibert and his team can 
make several determinations. 
Diagnosing addiction currently 
relies heavily on self-reporting; 
however, this has proved to be 
unreliable. People tend to lie to 
their physicians, Philibert said.

With Behavioral Diagnostics’ 
techniques, not only can smok-
ing and drinking addiction be 
quantitatively measured, but the 
effects can be seen over a long pe-
riod of time, even years, he said.

Behavioral Diagnostics was 
founded in 2009. While it does 
not currently have the appropri-
ate licensing from the FDA to 
use its methods clinically, it tar-

gets markets in which the mem-
bers believe their research will 
have a great impact and success.

“We are mainly looking at 
two markets,” marketing di-
rector and UI graduate student 
Aaron Morse said. “The first 
is underwriting in insurance, 
because smoking and alcohol 
addiction are good predictors of 
death. Knowing addiction lev-
els can influence the insurance 
market. The second is attor-
neys, who are looking at people 
who have gotten DUIs, etc.”

Following the success of Phi-
libert’s research and Behavioral 
Diagnostics, another company 
started in 2017.

Meesha Dogan, the CEO of 
Cardio Diagnostics, studied as a 
graduate student under Philib-
ert. Together, they had the idea 
of pairing Philibert’s research 
in epigenetics and addiction to 
smoking with genetic data to 
predict an individual’s risk of 
heart disease.

“We were looking to basically 
understand the risk of smok-
ing in cardiovascular disease,” 
Dogan said. “We were looking 
at genetics, and by adding en-
vironmental risks in the form of 
epigenetics, we found we could 
do it better. This one test is able 
to do better than aggregating 
multiple tests.”

Cardio Diagnostics is in its 
early stages. It is pre-revenue and 
hopes to launch in the third quar-
ter of 2019. The firm is seeking in-
vestment to fund the launch.

“Smoking costs $300 billion 
a year in the economy, and the 
only people getting richer are 
the tobacco companies,” Phi-
libert said. “Quite frankly, it’s 
elevating the costs for everyone 
involved and is a completely 
voluntary habit. I understand 
it is additive, but there are lots 
of things that are addictive. All 
you have to lose is spending $10 
a day, bad breath, poor health, 
and a bad habit.”

Two companies have launched in the last decade based on research done in part by 
a UI professor. The companies seek to better diagnose, recommend treatment, and 
evaluate risk for people who suffer from addiction.

UI research leads to 
business opportunities 

Thomas A. Stewart/The Daily Iowan
The UI Research Park is seen on Monday. Behavioral Diagnostics LLC., located in the research facility, conducted research on diagnosing addiction 
with a drop of blood.

http://www.herteenandstockerjewelers.com
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Iowa men’s golf places 3rd at 
Gopher Invitational in Minnesota

Led by the stellar play of Matthew Walker and Alex Schaake, the men’s team placed the highest in coach Tyler Stith’s Hawkeye 
career at the Gopher Invitational in Independence, Minnesota.

BY JACK MCFARLAND 
john-c-mcfarland@uiowa.edu

After two rounds of play 
at the Gopher Invitational 
in Independence, Minneso-
ta, the Iowa men’s golf team 
placed third of 16, its best fin-
ish under head coach Tyler 
Stith. The Hawkeyes finished 
4 shots behind No. 2 Oklaho-
ma and 1 behind No. 13 Texas.

Senior Matthew Walker, 
who finished fifth, led the 
Hawkeyes with a 210. The 
rest of the team shot sub-
stantially better than every 

other team in the competi-
tion.

Alex Schaake nearly 
matched Walker, shooting 
a 211 and tying for sixth. 
Freshman Gonzalo Leal 
Montero shot a solid 216 
in his college début, tying 
for 18th with junior Ben-
ton Weinberg right behind 
with a 217, tying for 23rd. 
Alex Moorman finished with 
a 221, tying for 44th. The 
team’s score wound up at 
851.

Walker shot the best 
round in the entire field on 

Monday, 5-under.
When it came to par 4s, 

the Hawkeyes excelled, lead-
ing the invitational with an 
average of 4.05 strokes per 
hole. Par 5s were not much 
of a hassle, either, for the 
Hawkeyes. They averaged 
4.78 strokes per par 5, good 
enough for second.

The Hawkeyes hit the ball 
really well when they needed 
to, picking their shots care-
fully and letting the ball fly 
a little more than usual. In 
turn, they racked up the sec-
ond most birdies in the com-

petition behind Oklahoma. 
In one instance, Walker was 
responsible for 1 of the 6 ea-
gles in the invitational.

Schaake’s performance on 
par 3s was exceptional along 
with Walker’s on par 4s. 
Schaake took an average of 

2.92 shots on par 3s, putting 
him eighth. Walker shot an 
average of 3.97 on par 4s, tied 
for fifth. Both of their strong 
performances were key in 
keeping the Hawkeyes’ score 
low.

Next, the Hawkeyes will 

set their eyes on their state 
début at the Golfweek Con-
ference Challenge in Cedar 
Rapids. The team hopes to 
carry its strong start into 
next week’s challenge and 
take advantage of familiari-
ty with the course.

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Alex Schaake watches the flight of a ball during the Hawkeye Invitational at Finkbine on April 15, 2017. 
The Hawkeye men golfers finished third at the Gopher Invitational on Sunday and Monday.
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Soto continued to run, 
and by the end of his high-
school career, he was dec-
orated with titles and 
achievements, something 
he never had expected. 
He left high school for the 
Hawkeyes in pursuit of 
competition and success. 

Soto has experienced 
that success, especially 
during the 2017 season. 
He finished in the top 25 
for three of the four regu-
lar-season meets, ran the 
men’s 8,000 meters in 25:04 
at the Big Ten meet, and 
the men’s 10,000 meters in 
30:04 at the NCAA regional. 
Soto’s regional time was 
a college best that ranks 

third in Iowa’s All-Time 
Top-10 Performers. 

“He’s been through 
enough years now that he 
has had highs and lows,” 
head coach Randy Hasen-
bank said. “He has now 
e s t a b -
l i s h e d 
himself 
as one 
of our 
m o r e 
c o n -
s i s t e n t 
guys.”

S o -
to has 
s t a r t e d 
the 2018 season strong as 
Iowa’s top finisher for the 
men’s 6,000 meters at the 
Hawkeye Invitational on 
Aug. 31. The senior Hawkeye 
is now facing his final shot 
to continue his legacy.

“We have one last go-
around,” Soto said. “We’re 
going to go out there and 
see what we can do.”

With the first meet of the 
season under his belt, he 
embraces a balanced mind-

set of 
patience 
and in-
tensity.

“ Y o u 
d o n ’ t 
want to 
get all 
j a c k e d 
up and 
r u n 
yourself 

into the ground super ear-
ly in the season and then 
not have anything when it 
counts later,” he said. “At 
the same time, I think there 
is a longer leash with me 
and the other seniors to be 

a little bit riskier with our 
training because it’s our last 
season.”

Hasenbank saw the con-
trol and steadiness from 
Soto and the seniors during 
the Hawkeye Invitational, 
and he will expect that level 
of leadership to continue.

“They’ve become an ex-
tension of the coach to 
help reinforce the expec-
tations,” Hasenbank said. 
“[Soto] has gotten to that 
point where he is good at 
that and can get the guys 
together after a race and 
say, ‘Hey that was good, but 
here is what we need to fo-
cus on to get ready for the 
next race.’ ”

With the demands of a 
college athlete, Soto has 
practiced a piece of advice 
that has sustained his love 
for the sport.

“My dad told me this: 
Make sure you are able to 
find the balance in your 
life so that you don’t make 
your sport a job,” he said. 
“It’s high stress, high in-

tensity, and any mistake is 
scrutinized not only by your 
coaches and your team-
mates but the public. The 
sport you grew up loving 
can stop being enjoyable.”

XC
CONTINUED FROM 8

Iowa has allowed just 279 
passing yards, which ranks 
17th in the nation, and on the 
ground, it’s allowed a paltry 
120 yards, good for seventh 
in the country. Those two 
average out to 399 total yards 

allowed by the defense, and 
that’s good enough for top 
five in the country.

It’s been one part of the 
defense feeding off of the 
other. The Hawkeyes have 
done a terrific job on the 
first few downs smother-
ing the run, which forces 
their opponents into third-
and-long situations. With 
Iowa’s opponents in bad 

spots on third down, it’s 
no wonder the Hawkeyes 
have also turned a large 
percentage of those third 
downs into fourth-down 
punts.

Iowa ranks 23rd in the 
nation in opponents’ third-
down conversion percent-
age, holding opponents just 
27 percent conversions. That 
has helped the Hawkeye de-

fense keep drives short, and 
it also allows the defense to 
get off the field as quickly as 
possible to stay fresh.

A fresh defense means 
a fresh defensive line, 
which has been arguably 
the best part of this Iowa 
defense so far this season. 
The Hawkeye defensive 
line has savaged opposing 
quarterbacks, compiling 

the second-most sacks in 
the country with 9.

Perhaps the most im-
pressive part about the sack 
numbers is that it isn’t just 
one player that has racked 
them up; everybody has got-
ten involved. Six Hawkeyes 
have each recorded a sack, 
and they’ve been led by 
A.J. Epenesa, who has 3 (2 
against Iowa State).

While most areas of the 
defense seem to be clicking 
on all cylinders, there is one 
area that could use some im-
provement.

Through two games, Iowa 
has only forced 3 turnovers, 
which isn’t necessarily a 
bad number, but it puts the 
Hawkeyes far behind the 
pace they set last year, when 
they forced 26 turnovers.

alty stroke. The Hawkeyes 
have gone on to defeat Dart-
mouth, 6-0, Ball State, 7-1, 
Providence, 1-0, and New 
Hampshire, 2-0, in consec-
utive games.

Iowa has recorded three 
shutouts this season, which 

it wasn’t able to do until 
17 games last season. The 
Hawkeyes have moved up in 
the rankings from No. 20 to 
No. 14. 

19-4 Goal Differential
The Hawkeyes have out-

scored their opponents, 
19-4, on the season. Iowa’s 
scoring average of 3.88 is 
tied with North Carolina for 

sixth in the NCAA. 
Murphy leads the team 

in goals scored, getting her 
fifth last weekend. Iowa al-
so tallied 17 assists against 
the opponents’ 2. 

Junior captain Katie Birch 
has put up 5 of them, leading 
the team. Birch, along with 
Sophie Sunderland, has 
had a hat trick this season. 
Earning penalty corners is 
a key part of controlling a 

field-hockey match; goals 
often come on these scenar-
ios, and the Hawkeyes have 
been awarded 41 compared 
with their opponents’ 18. 
Nine of Iowa’s goals have 
been on penalty corners.

.862 Save Percentage
Junior Leslie Speight, 

who had her first career 
start in goal this season, 

has played every minute of 
every game and has proven 
to be quite the barrier to op-
posing teams. She has only 
let 4 shots hit the back of the 
net. 

Speight has a .862 save 
percentage this season. The 
mark is the fourth best in 
the NCAA behind George-
town (.920), Rutgers (.913), 
and Longwood (.871). Spei-
ght has recorded 25 saves 

this season. Against North 
Carolina, she saved 9 shots, 
her season and career high 
in a single game. 

Looking at the numbers, 
Iowa field hockey has dom-
inated the competition so 
far this season, and it seems 
to be on the right track. 
The Hawkeyes will go for 
a fourth shutout on Grant 
Field at 2:30 p.m. Friday 
against 2-2 Penn.

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

HOCKEY
CONTINUED FROM 8

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Senior Daniel Soto warms up before the Hawkeye Invitational.

‘He has now established 
himself as one of our more 

consistent guys.’
— head coach Randy Hasenbank



Karley Finkel/The Daily Iowan
Hawkeye runner Daniel Soto sprints toward the finish line at the Ashton Cross-Country Course on 
Oct. 1, 2016.

Soto keeps consistent for  
Hawkeye cross-country 

BY HANNA MALZENSKI
hanna-malzenski@uiowa.edu

The Iowa cross-country men are run-
ning with an upperclassmen-heavy roster 
this season. Five seniors have stepped into 
the leadership role, Daniel Soto being one 
of them. 

The harrier from West Des Moines be-
gan his journey to Division-1 cross-coun-

try years ago with a simple suggestion 
from his father to join the high-school 
cross-country team. 

“I was absolutely terrible,” the West Des 
Moines Valley alum said. “My first race, I 
think I faked an injury, and I was one of 
the slowest guys on the team. It was a total 
disaster.”

The Hawkeye defense puts itself near the top of a lot of statistical categories early in the season.

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive players celebrate a stop against Iowa State at Kinnick on Sept. 8. The Hawkeyes beat the Cyclones, 13-3.

Hawkeyes’ defense stands out 
from the rest of the pack

BY JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

If the first two weeks of Iowa football have 
shown anything, it’s that the Hawkeye defense is 
pretty good.

Through the first two games, the defense al-
lowed just 10 points, an average of 5 points a 
game, good for second-best in the country.

A field goal and a touchdown is all that has 
gotten through the Iowa defense, and the touch-

down was a bit deceptive, given that it occurred 
in garbage time in the  Northern Illinois game 
against the second team.

Regardless, it’s a pretty spectacular start to the 
season.

Sure, the first opponent was Northern Illinois, 
but the Huskies are better than people give them 
credit for. The Hawkeyes’ second opponent, how-
ever, might have the best offense the Hawkeyes 
will face all season.

Iowa State hung 347 yards on Iowa in 2017, and 
despite most of those key players returning (and 
an improvement at quarterback), the Hawkeyes 
held the Cyclones to just 188 yards of total of-
fense.

What has made the Hawkeye defense so domi-
nant is its success at stopping opponents on both 
the ground and through the air.

SEE FOOTBALL, 7

BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

Iowa sophomore defensive end 
A.J. Epenesa demonstrated why he 
was a 5-star recruit against Iowa 
State, and he was named Big Ten 
Co-Defensive Player of the Week. 
The honor followed his monster 
performance in the Hawkeyes’ 13-3 

win over in-state rival Iowa State.
Epenesa racked up 5 tackles, 2 

sacks, a forced fumble, and a pass 
breakup in the rivalry game, help-
ing to keep the Cy-Hawk Trophy 
in the Iowa football complex for a 
fourth-consecutive year.

Epenesa played a key role in lim-
iting the Cyclone offense; the de-
fense surrendered just 19 yards on 

the ground — the fifth-lowest total 
since Kirk Ferentz took over as head 
coach.

Facing one of the best running 
backs on its schedule, Iowa stifled 
star David Montgomery, who only 
averaged 2.6 yards a carry, 44 yards 
on 17 carries.

Iowa State couldn’t get much 
going in the passing game, either, 

gaining just 169 yards through the 
air.

This marks Epenesa’s first Big 
Ten Defensive Player of the Week 
award, which he shares with Min-
nesota defensive back Antoine Win-
field Jr.

Epenesa is the first Hawkeye 
to win the Big Ten defense award 
since Josh Jackson on Nov. 13, 2017.

The Big Ten recognizes A.J. Epenesa
A.J. Epenesa won his first weekly conference award after a dominant performance against in-state rival Iowa State.

BY SARAH ALTEMEIER 
sarah-altemeier@uiowa.edu

The Iowa field-hockey team has had a tremendous 
start to its season — it sits at 5-1, with the only loss 
coming at the hands of No. 2 North Carolina in over-
time in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. The Hawkeyes 
will play Penn on Friday before their first Big Ten 
match, against 2-4 Indiana on Sept. 16. 

5-1 Record
After six matches last year, the Hawkeyes had a re-

cord of 2-4 with their only wins coming over Cal and 
Cal-Davis. 

However, they have improved 
their record to 5-1 this season. Iowa 
beat Wake Forest — ranked six spots 
above them at the time — 2-1 in the 
season-opener. 

Against No. 2 North Carolina, the 
Hawkeyes put themselves on the 
scoreboard first when sophomore 
Maddy Murphy scored in the 30th 

minute on a penalty corner. After holding the Tar 
Heels to a scoreless first half, North Carolina scored 
in the 62nd minute. The game went on into over-
time, where the Tar Heels scored at 8:27 on a pen-

SEE HOCKEY, 7

By the 
numbers: 
field hockey

SEE XC, 7

Murphy 

The Hawkeyes are currently in a good 
place heading into Big Ten play.

Daniel Soto has made his mark in races and Iowa record books. 
The leading harrier has begun his last year as a Hawkeye.
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“Brandon’s a young 
player. He looks like a 
big player and all that 
stuff. But he’s still a 
young guy learning how 
to play. So hopefully 
that will be good for his 
confidence, and that’s 
something you can’t give 
young players.

— Iowa football 
head coach 

Kirk Ferentz on 
Brandon Smith

30:05

HAWKEYE UPDATES

STAT OF THE DAY

Iowa senior Dan Soto is 
one of three cross-
country Hawkeyes ever 
to run under 30:05 in 
the 10,000 meters.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

Wisconsin game time set
When Iowa football takes on 

Wisconsin at Kinnick on Sept. 
22, it will be an evening game. 
Officials announced on Tuesday 
that the sold-out game will kick 

off at 7:30 p.m.
The Badgers 

sit at 2-0 
after back-
to-back wins 
over Western 
Kentucky and 
New Mexico. 
Wisconsin beat 
the Hilltoppers 

in Week 1, 34-3, and the offense 
found its groove against the 
Lobos in Week 2, 45-14.

Through two weeks, Jonathan 
Taylor has proved that his 
impressive freshman campaign 
was not a fluke — the sophomore 
back leads the Big Ten with 398 
yards and 5 touchdowns on the 
ground, averaging 7.8 yards per 
carry.

Quarterback Alex Hornibrook 
has been solid as well, throwing 
for 405 yards — which ranks 
second in the conference — while 
also tossing 3 touchdowns with 1 
interception.

The Badgers also boast the 
second-best scoring defense 
in the conference behind Iowa, 
allowing just 8.5 points a game. 
The Wisconsin defense has also 
allowed an average of 258 yards 
a game, which ranks third in 
the conference behind Iowa and 
Michigan.

The last time a top-10 
opponent entered Kinnick for 
an evening game, things didn’t 
go well for the visitors. The 
Hawkeyes dismantled No. 6 Ohio 
State, 55-24.

Iowa City will also host “BTN 
Tailgate” on Sept. 22, the Big 
Ten Network’s Saturday morning 
pregame show.

George Kittle, tight end (San 
Francisco) — 5 receptions, 90 
yards, 1 tackle
Riley McCarron, wide 
receiver (New England) — 1 
punt return, 0 yards, 1 fumble
Anthony Hitchens, 
linebacker (Kansas City) — 
15 tackles, 2 tackles for loss
Christian Kirksey, linebacker 
(Cleveland) — 5 tackles, 1 
pass defended
Adrian Clayborn, defensive 
end (New England) — 2 QB 
hits 
Micah Hyde, safety (Buffalo) 
— 3 tackles
Desmond King, cornerback 
(Los Angeles Chargers) — 5 
tackles, 1 tackle for loss, 1 
pass defended
Josh Jackson, cornerback 
(Green Bay) — 3 tackles, 1 
tackle for loss
Mike Daniels, defensive 
tackle (Green Bay) — 3 
tackles, 1 sack

NFL Hawks

Hornibrook

under

1. Alabama (54)
2. Clemson (6)
3. Georgia
4. Ohio State
5. Oklahoma
6. Wisconsin (1)
7. Auburn
8. Notre Dame
9. Stanford
10. Washington

AP Top 10
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