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Uptown Bill’s, a coffeehouse, bookstore, per-
formance venue, and public gathering place on 
South Dubuque Street, may be in danger of clos-
ing its doors for good.

Since 2001, Uptown Bill’s, cousin of the origi-
nal Wild Bill’s on the University of Iowa campus, 
has operated as a community for people of all 
abilities.

In addition to providing organic coffee, a wide 
selection of tea, milkshakes, and entertainment 
ranging from open mics to musical artists, Up-
town Bill’s has publically advocated for abilities 
awareness since its founding.

“It’s just a unique place. It really is,” said Bri-
an, a regular customer at the coffeehouse. “The 
combination of the books, and the music, and 
the coffee … it’s a convenient place. A comfort-
able place.”

Partnered with the Extend the Dream Founda-
tion, a nonprofit organization aimed at serving 
people with disabilities, the coffeehouse wel-
comes people of all abilities. It provides employ-
ment for people with disabilities, including local 
business opportunities, and provides a commu-
nity built on advocating for abilities awareness.

However, because of insufficient funds, the 
coffeehouse is in danger of closing. Large-
ly made up of volunteer staff members and in 
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The Office of the Vice President for Student Life 
at the University of Iowa has created a new pro-
gram to better connect students living off campus 
with resources on campus. 

Tanya Villhauer, the associate director for harm 
reduction and strategic initiatives, and Eric Ros-
sow, the assistant director of IMU Outreach & Ser-

vices, have spearheaded the Neighborhood Am-
bassador Program. 

They collaborated with Marcia Bollinger, the 
neighborhood outreach coordinator for Iowa City, 
to create an outreach and support system for UI 
students living off campus. 

“These ambassadors will welcome students, 
provide resources, plan events, create newsletters, 
and interact with permanent residents to help fos-
ter a more cohesive community,” Villhauer said.

She said she hoped the program would help stu-
dents better understand the ins and outs of leasing 
and utilities. The program is not meant to replace 
on-campus resources; rather, Villhauer said, she 
hopes that Neighborhood Ambassadors can serve 
as liaisons between students and the resources 
they need. 

Before the program kicked off, a website with 
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Neighborhood Ambassadors act as liaisons between off-campus students and on-campus resources.

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
UI Neighborhood Ambassador Rachel Maly poses for a portrait on Tuesday. Maly serves as the ambassador for the North Side and Goosetown.

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at daily-iowan.com.

Bridging the gap between 
on- and off-campus
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Gov. Kim Reynolds recently said she would be 
open to implementing a state-level system that 
would check the legal status of workers in Iowa.

The issue of employing immigrants in Iowa 
was thrust into the spotlight after authorities re-
vealed the man charged with murder in the slay-
ing of University of Iowa student Mollie Tibbetts, 
Cristhian Bahena Rivera, had worked on Yarra-
bee Farms under a false name and had not been 
checked through the E-Verify system.

E-Verify is an internet-based system run by 

the U.S. government that allows employers to 
check the immigration status of applicants.

The Iowa Policy Project estimated in 2014 that 
undocumented immigrants represent approx-
imately 2.5 percent of the state population — 
around 75,000 persons. The Pew Research Cen-
ter estimated that 40,000 immigrants worked 
in Iowa as of 2014. That statistic includes both 
authorized workers and those here without doc-
umentation.

“The governor is open to discussing the cre-
ation of a state-level system, but she believes 

SEE E-VERIFY, 2

Iowa considers 
implementing E-Verify 
The employment of immigrants and the use of a state-
level system to check the legal status of applicants is being 
considered after the slaying of UI student Mollie Tibbetts.          

A local coffeehouse and 
nonprofit organization known 
for its advocacy for abilities 
awareness and employment 
of people with disabilities is in 
danger of closing down. 

SEE UPTOWN, 2

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Gov. Kim Reynolds speaks during Sen. Joni Ernst’s Roast and Ride on June 9. The event raises money for veterans’ 
charities and provides a platform for state and national Republican officials to speak.

Tibbetts reward money to 
be returned
The Crime Stoppers of Central 
Iowa announced Tuesday that 
most of the money raised to 

bring UI stu-
dent Mollie Tib-
betts home will 
be returned to 
donors. Nearly 
$400,000 had 
been raised 
to help find 
Tibbetts, who 

was found dead Aug. 21 after 
disappearing from Brooklyn, 
Iowa,  on July 18. Most contri-
butions were made under the 
condition that Tibbetts would 
return home safe.

Hands tied in voter ID
As the chief election officials 
for the state’s counties, Iowa’s 
county auditors entered the 
debate on Iowa’s controversial 
law requiring voter IDs. Now, 
as it comes time to implement 
a gradual rollout in November, 
many question its necessity 
but do all they can to encour-
age voters to head to the polls. 

New Residence Education 
Model emerges
After University Housing & Din-
ing moved away from requiring 
students to live in Living 
Learning Communities starting 
this fall, a new Residence 
Education Model has taken its 
place. The aim is to enhance 
students’ experiences living in 
the residence halls and foster 
meaningful interactions with 
resident assistants.

Hawks build experience 
before Week 1
With a receiving corps boast-

ing newfound 
experience, as 
well as Ivory 
Kelly-Martin 
settling in as 
the No. 1 run-
ning back, Iowa 
could have a 
strong offense 

against Northern Illinois. Sam 
Brincks, who is listed as a 
starter at defensive tackle, 
also seems to have found a 
home after making the shift 
inside. 

When voters go to the polls 
in 10 weeks for the midterm 
elections, the top 99 elections 
officials must stick to the rule-
books despite some opposing 
a controversial Iowa voter-ID 
law.

The law, passed in 2017, will 
require voters to bring identi-
fication to the polls beginning 
in 2019 in an effort to secure 
elections against “fraudulent 
votes.”

“I’m against it. I’ll be open 
and honest,” said John-
son County Auditor Travis 

Weipert, a 
D e m o c r a t . 
“We’ve gone 
how many 
years not re-
quiring ID? 
We’ve done 
a great job in 
using ID to 

verify addresses when voters 
register.”

Story County Auditor Lucy 
Martin, a Democrat, said she 
believes Iowa’s elections were 
already secured by requir-
ing proof of address when 
registering to vote. Though, 
she said, she didn’t want to 
continue “banging her head 
against a brick wall” in con-
tinuing to argue about it.

“What fell 
off in this en-
tire conver-
sation is how 
we verify our 
voters,” Mar-
tin said. “The 
whole point 
of voter reg-

istration is verifying people 
for an election. If your name 
is on the list, we’ve already 
approved you to vote … You’re 
duplicating an effort that 
you’ve already gone through.”

In Iowa, county auditors 
operate as the chief election 
officials for their counties. 
As partisan officials, they are 
elected to four-year terms. 
Leading up to elections, their 
duties ramp up as they reg-
ister voters and supervise 
ballot-printing and absentee 
voting for their counties.

This year, auditors are ed-

ucating their constituents on 
the relatively new Iowa law, 
leaving some sandwiched be-
tween Iowa Code and what 
they believe to be right.

In the spring of 2017, Iowa’s 
Republican-dominated Leg-
islature passed a law largely 
along party lines that would 
require registered voters to 
provide identification at the 
polls starting in 2019.

This November, in a “soft 
rollout” of the law, voters can 
sign an oath verifying their 

identities if they don’t have 
IDs. Next year, the oath op-
tion will not be available.

Iowa Secretary of State Paul 
Pate, a Republican, says the 
law secures Iowa elections to 
make it “easy to vote but hard 
to cheat,” as his office states, 
but critics argue the law is un-
necessary and will deter voter 
turnout in Republicans’ favor.

Iowa is one of 34 states that 

have implemented ID laws 
at the polls. The seven states 
with the strictest photo-ID 
laws passed the laws when Re-
publicans controlled all three 
branches of state government.

However, county auditors 
stick to the rule books despite 
partisan opinions. 

“I certainly have an opin-
ion, but my opinion doesn’t 
matter at this point in time,” 
said Linn County Auditor 
Joel Miller, a no-party audi-
tor previously registered as a 
Democrat. “Will it cause any 
problems? We’re going to find 
out this fall, when we have the 
general election and in 2020.”

Partisan tasks typically 
don’t emerge in a county audi-
tor’s duties. They are charged 
with an array of nonpartisan 
responsibilities including ad-
vising on the county budget, 
providing recording help to 
county supervisors, calcu-
lating county employee pay-
checks, and sometimes pro-
viding general maintenance 
for county courthouses.

Elections are no different. 
When any state or county of-
ficial takes office, each signs 

an oath to uphold the law, 
marking the official’s highest 
priority as the Iowa and U.S. 
Constitution. He or she must 
“faithfully and impartially, 
to the best of my ability, dis-
charge all the duties of the 
office … as now or hereafter 
required by law.”

But the officials can advo-
cate for or against laws.

The Iowa State Association 

of County Auditors, which 
represents all auditors in the 
state, opposed Iowa’s vot-
er-ID bill when it was intro-
duced in 2017.

Pate reprimanded county 
auditors in Iowa in a March 
2017 conference for what 
he said were partisan gibes 
aimed at undermining the 
legislation, which was still be-
ing considered by lawmakers 
and had not been signed into 
law.

Auditors are overwhelm-
ingly Republican in Iowa. Of 
the 99 counties, Republicans 
control 65 auditor seats, 31 
have Democratic auditors, 
and three auditors are regis-
tered as no-party.

Now that the voter-ID bill 
has been signed into law, Linn 
County’s Miller said opinions 
would have to take a back seat 
to educating voters about how 
to vote.

“For some of us, our opin-
ions at that 
time were 
ignored, so 
we are in 
the phase 
where we 
are govern-
ing and ad-

ministering the law,” said 
Miller, who a few years ago 
announced he would ex-
change his Democratic sta-
tus for a no-party status to 
advocate for nonpartisan 
county officials.

Not all county auditors 
agree about the law, but all 
concluded that their main pri-
ority would be boosting turn-
out of voters of both parties.

“You ask 99 different 
county auditors, you’ll get 
101 different opinions,” Sto-
ry County’s Martin said.

Marion County Auditor 
Jake Grandia, a Republican, 
said he didn’t think the law 
would impede voter turn-
out.

“… The rules are in place, 
and we will follow those, 
administer those, and gen-
erally, it’s just making sure 
everyone understands the 
requirements,” he said.

When it comes to the ne-
cessity of the ID require-
ment, some county auditors 
The Daily Iowan interviewed 
were unsure how to re-
spond. Others had a ready 
answer.

“Parts of the law make it 
more difficult to vote,” Black 
Hawk County Auditor Grant 

Veeder said. 
“Voters have 
to be well-
aware in 
advance and 
have IDs. It 
creates un-
n e c e s s a r y 

confusion about voters’ eli-
gibility status.”

Voter fraud is rare in Io-
wa. Of the millions of votes 
cast, there have been 29 vot-
ing-fraud convictions since 
2013, according to data 
from the Iowa Department 
of Human Rights Division 
of Criminal and Juvenile 
Justice Planning.

Nationwide voter fraud 
is also low. In January, 
President Trump abrupt-
ly shut down a committee 
that was supposed to ex-
amine evidence of voter 
fraud nationwide, which he 
claimed, without producing 
evidence, plagued the 2016 
election.

Despite Iowa’s low vot-
er-fraud numbers, Secre-
tary of State spokesman 
Kevin Hall said, “One fraud-
ulent vote is too many.

“It’s just like locking your 
door when you leave your 
home — you secure what 
you value. The chances of 
your home getting robbed 
might be slim, but it’s im-
portant to add that level of 
security.”

Critics, however, contend 
such laws disproportionate-
ly prevent certain groups of 
voters from casting ballots 
while addressing a near-
ly nonexistent voter-fraud 
problem.

Julia Helm, a Republican 
auditor from Dallas Coun-
ty, was elected in 2016. She 
noted that she hasn’t been 
in the Auditor’s Office long 
enough to know if the ID 
law would affect turnout but 

said, “Many 
voters are 
already used 
to bringing 
their IDs 
and get-
ting them 
scanned.”

Dallas County is one of 92 
Iowa counties that use elec-
tronic poll books on Elec-

tion Day to keep track of 
registered voters. As people 
arrive to vote, poll workers 
scan voters’ IDs to quickly 
verify they are registered 

to vote in 
the county. 
Before the 
voter-ID law 
was passed, 
poll workers 
could ask 
for the per-
son’s name 

and enter the driver’s li-
cense number.

Iowa State University 
political-science Assistant 
Professor David Andersen 
said the “Iowa law is writ-
ten about as well as it can 
be written,” noting that the 
Secretary of State’s Office 
and county auditors were 
sending free voter-ID cards 
automatically to those who 
didn’t have state-issued IDs.

“The clear reason that 
laws like this are being 
implemented is to gain a 
political advantage. Vot-
er-ID laws, at least those at 
the polls, have never been 
demonstrated to be neces-
sary,” Andersen said. “We’ve 
never had any sort of sys-
tematic voter fraud at the 
polls.”

There is mixed evidence on 
whether the laws could affect 
the outcome of an election, but 
studies show stricter laws tend 
to decrease the number of Dem-
ocratic and minority voters.

In a Michigan study of a 
law similar to Iowa’s vot-
er-ID law, researchers col-
lected affidavits signed by 
voters that affirmed their 
identities in lieu of IDs. Af-
ter analyzing the affidavits, 
they found 28,000 voters, 
0.6 percent of the popula-
tion, didn’t have IDs. They 
estimated nonwhite vot-
ers were between 2.5 and 6 
times as likely as white vot-
ers to lack IDs.

Iowa’s law has attracted 
national attention. Presi-
dent of Let America Vote 
and Democratic mayoral 
candidate for Kansas City 
Jason Kander rolled through 
Iowa last week, making 
stops by ISU and the UI to 
encourage students to in-
tern with Let America Vote, 
which aims to create politi-
cal consequences for elected 
officials who advocate for 
laws such as voter-ID laws.

“I’m here because un-
fortunately, Iowa has been 
thrust on the frontlines of 
voter suppression,” he said. 
His next stop will be Ten-
nessee, a state that moved 
to implement a strict pho-
to-ID law in 2011.

Most county auditors 
conceded that despite indi-
vidual opinions on the law, 
the debate about the bill 
was moot. Now, it’s up to 
an ongoing lawsuit filed by 
Latinx advocates and an ISU 

student to decide the law’s 
constitutionality.

Auditors are lasering their 
focus on encouraging voters 
to come in flocks to the polls.

“County auditors, wheth-
er they supported the law 
or not, care about ensuring 
all eligible voters are able to 
cast ballots,” said Hall of the 
Secretary of State’s Office.
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The Daily Iowan Ethics and Politics Initiative is funded by a private donor and will appear biweekly 
this semester. The team’s mission is to understand, interpret, analyze, and report on topics, 
trends and personalities that shape politics in Iowa and the United States, and to recognize 
the importance of a strong ethical foundation in its pursuits. 
 
Email daily-iowan@uiowa.edu with story ideas, press releases, or reader comments.

In interviews with more than a dozen county auditors, many believed 
Iowa’s voter-ID law is unnecessary.

BY SARAH WATSON  |  sarah-e-watson@uiowa.edu 
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We’ve never had any sort of systematic 

voter fraud at the polls.’
— David Andersen, Iowa State University 

political-science assistant professor

‘For some of us, our opinions at that time were 
ignored, so we are in the phase where we are 

governing and administering the law.’
— Joel Miller, Linn County Auditor

Strict Photo ID Strict Non-Photo ID Photo ID Requested Photo ID Requested: 
Photo not required

No Document 
Required to Vote

Miller

Veeder

Weipert

ACCEPTED FORMS OF ID

Iowa Driver’s License

Iowa Non-Operator’s ID

Military ID

U.S. Passport

Tribal ID

Veteran’s ID

Voter ID Card

Voter ID Requirements by State

5

Tibbetts

IOWA POLITICS

3

Brinks

8



resources for off-campus stu-
dents was created in the fall 
of 2017 to help students living 
off-campus exist with both the 
UI community and the broad-
er Iowa City community. 

The site addressed legal 
rights of tenants, the lease 
gap many students face in late 
July, and off-campus resourc-
es for renters. Now, the web-
site has a link to offer more 
information about Neighbor-
hood Ambassadors. 

A press release issued in Ju-
ly said Neighborhood Ambas-
sadors would be hired to serve 
seven neighborhoods in Iowa 
City: Bowery, Brookland/Roo-
sevelt, College Green, Down-
town, Longfellow, North Side, 
and Riverfront Crossings 
East. 

There are currently six 
Neighborhood Ambassadors 
who have been hired, and 
the Division of Student Life 
is searching for more partici-
pants in the program and en-
courages all those interested 
to apply. 

The selection process is 
not unlike that of other UI 
jobs. The position was post-
ed on the HireAHawk web-
site, Villhauer said, so that all 

those interested could apply. 
Applicants submit résumés 
and cover letters before going 
through an interview. 

Ambassadors will receive a 
yearly stipend of $500, distrib-
uted in amounts of $250 once 
per semester. They will work 
five to seven hours a week, 
spending most of their time 
on writing newsletters and 
scheduling outreach events. 

UI student Elin Dejus, who 
lives in the College Green 

neighborhood, believes stu-
dents living off-campus would 
benefit from such a service. 

“While I don’t know the ex-
tent to which [the resources] 
exist, if they came to our door 
with newsletters with infor-
mation, that would be more 
accessible than having to 
search for resources yourself,” 
she said.

The students’ first acts as 
ambassadors will be to appear 
at the Havoc on Hubbard stu-

dent-involvement fair and to 
send newsletters out to the 
students in their areas. The 
newsletters will serve as an 
introduction to the Neighbor-
hood Ambassador Program.

Though it is still a pilot pro-
gram in its inaugural year, 
Neighborhood Ambassador 
Rachel Maly is optimistic. 

Maly said the program 
provides a resouce in which 
students come to another stu-
dent for help.

“... Sometimes it’s hard to 
reach out to a resource in per-
son because it’s hard to know 
what they do,” she said. “It’s 

easier to reach out to another 
student for help than to reach 
out to an organization for 
help.”

a federal system would be 
best, because immigration 
is a federal issue,” Reynolds’ 
press secretary Brenna Smith 
said in an email to The Daily 
Iowan.

Some of the jobs filled by 
immigrant workers are in the 
agriculture and livestock sec-
tors.

“Immigrants who are here 
legally and hired legally are 
important, because those 
jobs are hard to fill and often 
hirees are gifted and skilled 

with livestock,” said Dal 
Grooms, the communications 
director of the Iowa Pork Pro-
ducers Association.

While some states require 
employers to use E-Verify, Io-
wa does not.

According to the Migra-
tion Policy Institute, the use 
of E-Verify is required in 22 
states, for some or all em-
ployers. The use of E-Verify 
is mandatory for federal de-
partments and agencies, fed-
eral contractors and certain 
subcontractors, and certain 
employers previously convict-
ed of hiring unauthorized im-
migrants.

The Migration Policy Insti-

tute reported that advocates 
of E-Verify say it is a tool that 
can be used to deter the em-
ployment of unauthorized 
immigrants. Critics of the 
system contend that man-
dating E-Verify would incen-
tivize employers to move off 
the books, and even in states 
where it is mandated, it has 
not resulted in total compli-
ance.

Director of American 
Friends Service Commit-
tee Iowa Immigrant Rights 
Program Erica Johnson said 
that, like with many govern-
ment databases, the E-Verify 
system has flaws in accuracy 
and implementation, but it 

doesn’t address many larger 
problems.

“When we are talking 
about immigration policy 
and economic needs, it’s not 
even a Band-Aid. It doesn’t 
address the economic labor 
needs that our country has,” 
Johnson said. “It doesn’t ad-
dress the violence around the 
world that pushes people out 
of other countries. It doesn’t 
address family ties that when 
individuals migrate for any 
reason that they should be 
honored and people’s dignity. 
It doesn’t address the history 
of [U.S.] international inter-
vention that causes upheaval 
in other countries.”

Iowa House and Senate Re-
publican leadership did not 
respond to requests for com-
ment.

While Iowa does not cur-
rently mandate the use of 
E-Verify, Rep. Bob Kressig, 
D-Waterloo, a member of 
the state House Public Safety 
Committee, said that in the 
past, bills have been intro-
duced in the Legislature to re-
quire the use of it in Iowa, but 
that it had not moved forward 

as of last session.
“The Legislature can look 

at the requirement of E-Ver-
ify. Not sure if employers 
[want] the requirement,” 
Kressig said in an email to 
The Daily Iowan. “I’m sure 
there will be discussions re-
garding the requirement of 
E-Verify in the 2019 session. 
We will have to wait and see 
what additional information 
regarding the requirement 
of E-Verify.”
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Lighting flashes across the Iowa City skyline as storms ahead of a cold front push through the area on Tuesday evening.

E-VERIFY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

STORMY WHETHER YOU LIKE IT OR NOT

need of a new director and 
many utility upgrades, the 
establishment’s goal is to 
raise $30,000 to remain 
open.

The company has a Fund-
ly page open for donations 
while it works to obtain 
more funding. With 46 days 
left on the page, 58 people 
have donated $5,903.

“It is a place where people 
get together, a lot of peo-
ple depend on it,” Uptown 
Bill’s Director Jason Grubbe 
said. “We do have different 
meetings here. I think peo-
ple would miss the music we 
provide, we provide an open 
mic, a safe place for peo-
ple to come express them-
selves. A lot of people really 
just find it a safe place to 
come; they’re not going to be 
judged.”

It’s all in the spirit of the 
coffeehouse’s eponym, Bill 
Sackter, an intellectually 

disabled man with a lov-
able, upbeat personality 
who went from being an 
abandoned inmate in an 
institution to a beloved and 
well-respected member of 
the Iowa City community 
and sole proprietor of Wild 
Bill’s in the 1970s, accord-
ing to the Uptown Bill’s 
website.

Even after Sackter’s death 
in 1983, Wild Bill’s has con-
tinued to be run by the UI 
School of Social Work. Up-
town Bill’s, run by Extend 
the Dream, keeps Sackter’s 
story and memory alive off 
campus.

In addition to raising 
money through the Fund-
ly page, Extend the Dream 
President Mary Vasey said 
Uptown Bill’s is looking to 
the university for inspira-
tion.

Vasey noted that some 
students are taking a class 
in the Tippie College of Busi-
ness to learn about various 
kinds of fundraising and 
how to get grants.

“Our goal is to be more 

sustainable and really get 
ahead so we don’t worry 
about it so much,” Vasey 
said. “A nonprofit always 
has a little bit of worry 

because you’re always de-
pending on grants, and 
fundraising, and things 
like that.”

Despite the financial dif-

ficulties and the strain that 
inevitably comes with run-
ning a nonprofit organiza-
tion, Vasey said, the spirit 
of the establishment is alive 

and well in the hearts of the 
patrons.

“I don’t think there’s any-
thing quite like this,” she 
said. 

UPTOWN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Thomas A. Stewart/The Daily Iowan
Uptown Bill’s is seen on Monday. The coffeehouse is at risk of closing because of insufficient funds.

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Houses in Goosetown are seen on Tuesday. UI student Rachel Maly serves as the neighborhood ambassador for 
the North Side and Goosetown.

NEIGHBOR
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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Bringing people together in the
heart of Iowa City to experience,
learn about, and enjoy free arts
and cultural programs.

The 2018 concerts will be held just off the 
North end of the Pentacrest on Iowa Avenue 

in between Clinton Street and Dubuque 
Street from 6:30 – 9:30 p.m.

summeroftheARTS.org    Questions?  info@summeroftheARTS.org  

Friday, August 31

Younger, Anthony Worden,
and Otros Outros

UI has new model for dorm living, education  
UI Housing & Dining plans to enhance the dorm experience and create more meaningful interactions with 
residents and their resident assistants through implementing its new Residence Education Model.
BY ALEXANDRA SKORES 
alexandra-skores@uiowa.edu

Beginning this semester, 
University Housing & Din-
ing will implement a new 
residential curriculum, the 
Residence Education Model.

The model is designed 
to improve living on cam-
pus at the UI and advance 
the responsibility of the 
students, said Danielle 
Barefoot, the coordinator 
for curriculum and assess-
ment in residence educa-

tion at Housing & Dining.
The program is commit-

ted to helping students 
achieve three main goals: 
Learning about Self, Dis-
covering Relationships, 
and Engaging in Commu-
nity, she said.

The biggest changes will 
be in the RAs’ responsi-
bilities and how Housing 
& Dining is working with 
campus partners and re-
sources to connect stu-
dents with experts, Bare-
foot said.

RAs will focus on getting 

to know their residents 
as individuals instead 
of lumping them into 
groups.

“We know that each 
Hawkeye is a unique per-
son with her or his own 
experiences, values, and 
goals, and we are com-
mitted to supporting all 
of our students,” Barefoot 
said.

The Residence Educa-
tion Model has been im-
plemented by peer insti-
tutions such as Purdue 

University, the University 
of Illinois, and the Univer-
sity of Michigan.

“The new model will cre-
ate a strong support sys-
tem in the residence halls 
by requiring resident assis-
tants to have one-on-one 
chats with their residents 
periodically, called ‘Hawk 
Talks,’ ” said Jocelyn Roof, 
an RA at Currier.

Alongside the new Res-
idence Education Model 
will be an opt-out pro-
gram for Living Learning 
Communities. In previous 

years, students were re-
quired to choose an LLC in 
each residence hall.

This year, residents were 
able to “opt-out” of LLCs 
and choose no community 
at all.

Amy Baumgartner, the 
assistant director of res-
idence education, said 
living in an LLC is not an 
experience every student 
wants, but the department 
is happy to offer options 
for those who do.

“We anticipate that our 

LLCs will see higher stu-
dent engagement, because 
students who are living in 
these communities are the 
ones who really want to be 
there,” Baumgartner said.

Roof, who is an RA on a 
floor without an LLC, said 
many of the LLCs that re-
main are identity-based or 
career- and major-focused, 
such as Young, Gifted, and 
Black, Well-Beings, and 
Be-WISE. Residents share 
a common interest, she 
said, and they are able to 

take a course in common 
with their dorm mates.

“Because students 
choose whether or not they 
want to participate in an 
LLC, their experience var-
ies depending on which 
LLC they choose and how 
much they gain from the 
experience,” Roof said. 
“Even if students are in 
an LLC, there’s always the 
chance they aren’t actually 
invested in the curricula 
and activities of the com-
munity they chose. It all 

depends on how much the 
students buy into the pro-
gramming.”

Joe Briddle, a Currier 
resident and first-year stu-
dent, said he has liked not 
having an LLC far more 
than he thought he would.

“I have gotten to be-
friend people in lots of dif-
ferent majors and I always 
liked hearing about what 
other people are learning 
in their classes, so not be-
ing in a particular LLC has 
been great,” he said.

UI professor celebrates Frankenstein
The entire book will be read in one reading in front of the Old Capitol in October for its 200th anniversary.

BY REAGAN HART
reagan-hart@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa faculty 
and students will read the en-
tirety of Frankenstein aloud to 
honor the groundbreaking nov-
el’s 200th birthday. 

The reading will take place on 
Oct. 3 at 9 a.m. in front of the Old 
Capitol. Participants will read 
the novel in shifts, each slot 20 
minutes long. If there is inclem-
ent weather, Russian Adjunct 
Assistant Professor Anna Barker 
said she plans to go inside the 
Old Capitol. People can still sign 
up to be readers on the book-fes-
tival website.

Barker has organized public 
readings of famous novels for a 
while now, such as *Don Quixo-
te* in 2015. This year, she is do-
ing Frankenstein in honor of the 
anniversary of its publishing.

Other events on the same day 
include a panel at 7 p.m. based 
on the books that the creature in 
Frankenstein reads to learn about 
humanity and a double feature 
by FilmScene of Frankenstein 
and Bride of Frankenstein starting 
at 9 p.m.

Aug. 30, 1797 was the day of 
Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin 
was born. However, she even-

tually became better known by 
her married name, Mary Shel-
ley. She is the author of the book 
Frankenstein, which many peo-
ple call the start of a new genre.

“The idea that a woman start-
ed the science-fiction novel is 
really cool,” UI sophomore Ryan 
Johnson said.

When Shelley started writing 
Frankenstein, she was only 19. 
The novel was published in 1818, 
marking this year the book’s 
200th anniversary.

“It’s a book [that has] a re-
markable longevity, not only a 
fabulous science-fiction narra-
tive,” Barker said. “It was writ-
ten by a brilliant young wom-
an.”

Despite being 200 years old, 
Frankenstein has not been for-
gotten. In fact, the novel is one 
of the top books assigned in col-
lege courses.

“I am a professor of 18th-cen-
tury romantic period British 
literature, so when I teach Fran-
kenstein, it’s almost always in the 
context of the course on British 
romanticism,” Professor Eric 
Gidal said. “It also gets taught 
in the [general education] lit 
course a number of times, his-
tory of science-fiction courses. 
It gets taught in the context of 

19th-century women writers.”
There are many reasons that 

it’s still taught today. The mean-
ing of the story still resonates 
with artificial intelligence, ge-
netic manipulation, and the re-
sponsibility of humans to their 
creations.

“There’s a lot of Frankenstein 

that’s universal, especially the 
creature’s perspective on what 
it means to be human,” Johnson 
said.

Shelley is not the only famous 
member of her family. She grew 
up in a time after the storming 
of the Bastille, which prompted 
many new political thoughts and 

ideas. Her father was William 
Godwin, a famous anarchist 
who advocated for abolishment 
of institutions, and her mother 
was famous feminist Mary Woll-
stonecraft, who wrote A Vindica-
tion of the Rights of Women.

“When I teach, I teach it in 
terms of those biographies,” 

Gidal said. “I teach it in terms 
of intellectual and cultural his-
tories surrounding French Rev-
olution, and I teach it in terms 
of the general questions that 
it asks and how the questions 
about human existence and 
how we see ourselves in the 
world arise.”

Sid Peterson/The Daily Iowan
Receptionists Christian Castano and Mackenzie Goss are seen at the University Housing & Dining Administration Building on Tuesday. 
Housing & Dining is ready to unveil its Residence Education Model.

Katina Zentz/Photo Illustration 

‘We know that each Hawkeye is a unique person 
with her or his own experiences, values, and 

goals, and we are committed to supporting all of 
our students.’

— Danielle Barefoot, UI coordinator for curriculum  and assessment

http://www.herteenandstockerjewelers.com


Dear Doc Grammar: I’ve 
been trying to heard my cat 
(a cute tabby/Kazakh rat 
killer mix), but all she ever 
says is “Me-Ow.” What am I 
doing wrong?

Dear Cat Lover: You’re 
doing nothing wrong, in the 
sense of Lenin singing “ev-
erything’s wrong is right.” 
Or words to that effect. His 
mind kept wandering when 
he tried to fix all the holes 
in life.

By the way, kill the cat be-

fore she discovers you were 
born in the Year of the Rat. 
Otherwise, things will wind 
up Kazakh and effect.

Dear Doc Grammar: 
What kind of medical de-
gree is Doc? Is that the kind 
that comes in a piece of pa-
per with seals and stuff?

Dear Skeptic Tank: Don’t 
know about seals and stuff; 
you might be barking up the 
Phocidae. Which, admitted-
ly, is a tree of sorts.

My degree is not a med-
ical one; I have a Ph.D. 
in imagination. Which is 
to say, I imagine I have 
a Ph.D. and presto, phod 
for thought. But no seals. 
In you want a circus, you 
should go to D.C. when the 
government is in session. 
Or in Sessions.

Dear Doc Grammar: I 
can’t get my mind around 
this thing called school. 
What should I drool?

Dear School Drool: Don’t 
try to get your mind around 
something; that’s your first 
mistake. Your second is 
drooling all the time.

Turns out, the mind 
works best in right angles. 
The ancient Greek rapper 
Pie Thag knew this, and, 
just speaking hypotenuse-
ly, it hasn’t changed since. 
So if you want, you can go 
around comparing peaches 
and onions, that’s no skin 
off the rest of our Allium.

By the way, didn’t you 
mean “do” instead of 
“drool”? Or did you have an 
internship with Hallmark 
Cards and now you can only 
speak in rhymes? (There’s 
an app for that.)

Dear Doc Grammar: Our 
country seems to be at a 
crossroads. Is our country 
at a crossroads?

Dear Cross: You should 
only follow happy roads. 

The renowned political 
commentator Robert John-
son knew that.

Failing that, you should 
remember the great sage 
and philosopher Rudy Gi-
uliani, who famously said, 
“The truth isn’t true.”

He sounds like a Zen 
Master there. At least until 
you read some Zen Masters. 
Then he sounds like a con-
fused old man who will say 
any old thing:

“New York is not shipping 
garbage by rail to the South, 
New York is shipping valu-
able recyclables by rail to 
China. Who knew the rail-
road tracks didn’t stretch 
all the way to China?”

We couldn’t have said it 
better ourselves.

Dear Doc Grammar: 
Sometimes I feel as if me, 
you, and everyone is off the 
wall. Is there any way to feel 
on the wall?

Dear Off: You could try 
imitating bad spaghetti (not 
so hard to find in this coun-
try) and see if that sticks.

Or you could remember 
that, in Australia, the Liber-
al Party is actually the party 
of the conservatives. And 
Australians are about to 
have their 15th prime minis-
ter in 16 hours.

There’s a reason we call it 
Down Under.

Dear Doc Grammar: 
Sometimes I feel like our 
only hope is there might be 
some chocolate cake left. Is 
that pretty lame?

Dear  Chocolate  Cake: 
No,  that ’s  not  lame. 
Lame is  when a  horse 
breaks  i ts  ankle  and peo-
ple  scurry  for  the  euphe-
mism app to  f ind out 
what  to  do.

Pretty lame is when the 
right wing cynically uses 
the homicide of a young 

woman to further its polit-
ical agenda.

“[The slaying] should 
have never happened … the 
immigration laws are such 
a disgrace.” The Great Buf-
foon

“If Mollie Tibbetts is a 
household name by Octo-
ber, Democrats will be in 
deep trouble.” Newt Ging-
rich

“The CNNs, the MSNBCs, 
most of the print media in 
this country, and the Dem-
ocrats, they are all accom-
plices in the death of this 
young girl.” Texas Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick

Actually, that’s not pret-
ty lame, that’s just scum. 
Lower scum than Richard 
Nixon’s scum. You know 
you’re way surpassed 
pretty lame when your 
scum level is lower than 
Nixon’s.

Enjoy the chocolate cake.

I often wonder if any of the 
controversy in the Trump ad-
ministration really matters 
here in Iowa City, 900 miles 
or so from the White House. 
But buried underneath the 
dirty, polluted news cycle, 
there’s actual pollution, and it 
very well might kill us.

That’s not just me being 

dramatic. The Environmental 
Protection Agency said so in 
its report of its new climate 
plan. EPA officials estimate 
that 1,400 Americans will die 
as a result of their plan to roll 
back regulations set during 
President Barack Obama’s ad-
ministration by rewriting the 
rules for coal power and other 
climate-change protections. 
Dirtying the air with more 
coal is expected to increase 
asthma attacks and other 
life-threatening respiratory 
problems. It seems that the 
EPA is no longer in the busi-
ness of protecting the envi-
ronment.

Let’s break down what’s 
going on here. In 2016, the 
United States signed the Par-
is Agreement with nearly ev-
ery other nation. The basics 

of the accords was for every 
country to set its own strat-
egy for reducing its green-
house-gas emissions. The 
U.S. plan, known widely as 
the Clean Power Plan, was 
proposed by the EPA in 2015, 
even before the Paris Agree-
ment. The plan focuses on 
lowering the amount of ener-
gy produced by coal-powered 
plants as driving force behind 
cutting U.S. greenhouse-gas 
emissions. An ambitious out-
line for how to reduce emis-
sion was, and remains, the 
bedrock of combating global 
climate change.

Then Donald Trump be-
came the president, endowed 
with the power of the EPA and 
selecting its leadership. This 
is the guy who said, “The con-
cept of global warming was 

created by and for the Chi-
nese.” He later walked it back 
as a joke, clarifying that glob-
al warming is “just a very, very 
expensive form of tax,” but 
it’s clear the current president 
prioritizes high-polluting en-
ergy over the well-being of 
the American people. Under 
the president’s leadership, 
former EPA head Scott Pruitt 
launched a repeal of the Clean 
Power Plan in an attempt to 
please lobbyists for unsus-
tainable energy.

But the plan isn’t going in 
the trash just yet. Iowa Attor-
ney General Tom Miller has 
joined 18 states, Washington, 
D.C., and seven other cities 
and counties in opposing the 
disastrous, radical changes. 
In its joint release, the coa-
lition states that the EPA’s 

reinterpretation of the Clean 
Power Plan is “contrary to law 
and arbitrary and capricious.”

While approximately 40 
percent of state AGs is a for-
midable opposition, what’s 
more impressive is the di-
versity of states involved: 
from Vermont to New Mex-
ico to North Carolina. Iowa 
is joined by its Midwestern 
neighbors Minnesota and Illi-
nois, as well. The cross-coun-
try effort was highlighted by 
Lynn Hicks, Miller’s commu-
nications director.

“Federal solutions are neces-
sary to address climate change,” 
Hicks said. “Iowa could fully 
switch its energy generation to 
wind and other renewables, for 
example, but it would still feel 
the effects of carbon emissions 
from other states.”

The new EPA plan isn’t just 
bad for asthmatics near coal 
plants, it’s bad for Iowa farm-
ers, too. Because of rising 
temperatures, it’s estimated 
that Iowa’s corn yields could 
decrease 18 percent or more, 
costing farmers in our state 
billions of dollars.

I asked Hicks if there was 
some sort of plan if the costly 
and dangerous Clean Power 
Plan repeal went into effect. 
While he said that was out-
side the purview of the Attor-
ney General’s Office, he said 
the state Legislature discon-
tinued its Climate Change 
Advisory Council in 2011.

Just like the Clean Pow-
er Plan, we don’t get a sec-
ond chance at protecting the 
Earth. If we lose it, there’s no 
going back.
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The trials of Michael Cohen and Paul Manafort show the dark side of politics. We don’t have to follow in their footsteps.

There is no politeness in politics — 
how do we change it? 

Michael Cohen, Paul 
Manafort, Roger Stone … 
one could only wonder how 
these men came to be and 
how their empires have 
crashed suddenly, after 
years of corruption and ma-
nipulation.

Cohen, a former law-
yer for President Donald 
Trump, admitted making il-
legal payments to two wom-
en to keep them from in-
forming the public of their 
affairs with the then-candi-
date. This not only violated 
campaign-finance laws but 
was added to other charges 
he pled guilty to, such as tax 
evasion and bank fraud.

Manafort, a former cam-
paign chairman for Trump, 
was found guilty last week 
of tax fraud, bank fraud, 
and one count of failure to 
disclose a foreign bank ac-
count. Manafort’s finances 
included millions of dollars 
that he made overseas. He 

has a second trial scheduled 
for next month on charges 
brought by the special coun-
sel. They include obstruction 
of justice, failure to register 
as a foreign agent, and con-
spiracy to launder money.

Roger Stone, a former 
aide to the president, be-
lieves he is next to be indict-
ed as Special Counsel Rob-
ert Mueller investigates the 
2016 presidential election. 
In emails sent to support-
ers, Stone requests dona-
tions toward his legal fund. 
Having seen other Trump 
allies convicted of crimes, 
he fears his time will come 
soon, too.

All three were heavily tied 

to politics. Although they 
were not politicians them-
selves, they had a hand in 
elections and benefited 
from the candidates they 
supported.

The nature of politics can 
be described as “poor, nasty, 
brutish, and short.” While 
I disagree with Thomas 
Hobbes that human beings 
are naturally driven by fear 
and personal gain, I think 
it is true for the political 
world we live in. Politics has 
become so polarized that 
officials have found them-
selves above certain policies 
because they believe they 
are working toward the 
greater good. Continued 

lawlessness creates a slip-
pery slope until justice is 
finally served, as seen in the 
Manafort and Cohens cases.

The “Trump Era” has 
created a generation of po-
litically motivated young 
adults who will have to one 
day make important choices 
when faced with pay-to-play 
politics, threats, and intim-
idation tactics that could 
mean ending their careers. 
For their sake, we should 
continue to encourage mo-
rality in politics and shame 
those who have allowed the 
betterment of society to be 
compromised for political 
gain. We will not change the 
nature of politics, but we 

can focus on our response 
to it, whether it be by voting 
or by media attention to the 
consequences Cohen and 
Manafort now face.

I know that I, along with 
many of my classmates, 
hope to make a difference 
in society and can learn 
from mistakes others be-
fore us have made. Person-
ally, I don’t know if there’s a 
place for me in this political 
atmosphere we’re current-
ly in. I have seen more of 
the dirty side of politics in 
just a few days than I hoped 
I would in a lifetime, but 
Manafort and Cohen serve 
as a great example of what 
not to do.

COLUMN

COLUMN

 Iowa Attorney General Tom Miller joined 18 others in opposing the agency’s disastrous new direction on coal power.

EPA plan could devastate Iowa, but not without a fight
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When voters go to the polls 
in 10 weeks for the midterm 
elections, the top 99 elections 
officials must stick to the rule-
books despite some opposing 
a controversial Iowa voter-ID 
law.

The law, passed in 2017, will 
require voters to bring identi-
fication to the polls beginning 
in 2019 in an effort to secure 
elections against “fraudulent 
votes.”

“I’m against it. I’ll be open 
and honest,” said John-
son County Auditor Travis 

Weipert, a 
D e m o c r a t . 
“We’ve gone 
how many 
years not re-
quiring ID? 
We’ve done 
a great job in 
using ID to 

verify addresses when voters 
register.”

Story County Auditor Lucy 
Martin, a Democrat, said she 
believes Iowa’s elections were 
already secured by requir-
ing proof of address when 
registering to vote. Though, 
she said, she didn’t want to 
continue “banging her head 
against a brick wall” in con-
tinuing to argue about it.

“What fell 
off in this en-
tire conver-
sation is how 
we verify our 
voters,” Mar-
tin said. “The 
whole point 
of voter reg-

istration is verifying people 
for an election. If your name 
is on the list, we’ve already 
approved you to vote … You’re 
duplicating an effort that 
you’ve already gone through.”

In Iowa, county auditors 
operate as the chief election 
officials for their counties. 
As partisan officials, they are 
elected to four-year terms. 
Leading up to elections, their 
duties ramp up as they reg-
ister voters and supervise 
ballot-printing and absentee 
voting for their counties.

This year, auditors are ed-

ucating their constituents on 
the relatively new Iowa law, 
leaving some sandwiched be-
tween Iowa Code and what 
they believe to be right.

In the spring of 2017, Iowa’s 
Republican-dominated Leg-
islature passed a law largely 
along party lines that would 
require registered voters to 
provide identification at the 
polls starting in 2019.

This November, in a “soft 
rollout” of the law, voters can 
sign an oath verifying their 

identities if they don’t have 
IDs. Next year, the oath op-
tion will not be available.

Iowa Secretary of State Paul 
Pate, a Republican, says the 
law secures Iowa elections to 
make it “easy to vote but hard 
to cheat,” as his office states, 
but critics argue the law is un-
necessary and will deter voter 
turnout in Republicans’ favor.

Iowa is one of 34 states that 

have implemented ID laws 
at the polls. The seven states 
with the strictest photo-ID 
laws passed the laws when Re-
publicans controlled all three 
branches of state government.

However, county auditors 
stick to the rule books despite 
partisan opinions. 

“I certainly have an opin-
ion, but my opinion doesn’t 
matter at this point in time,” 
said Linn County Auditor 
Joel Miller, a no-party audi-
tor previously registered as a 
Democrat. “Will it cause any 
problems? We’re going to find 
out this fall, when we have the 
general election and in 2020.”

Partisan tasks typically 
don’t emerge in a county audi-
tor’s duties. They are charged 
with an array of nonpartisan 
responsibilities including ad-
vising on the county budget, 
providing recording help to 
county supervisors, calcu-
lating county employee pay-
checks, and sometimes pro-
viding general maintenance 
for county courthouses.

Elections are no different. 
When any state or county of-
ficial takes office, each signs 

an oath to uphold the law, 
marking the official’s highest 
priority as the Iowa and U.S. 
Constitution. He or she must 
“faithfully and impartially, 
to the best of my ability, dis-
charge all the duties of the 
office … as now or hereafter 
required by law.”

But the officials can advo-
cate for or against laws.

The Iowa State Association 

of County Auditors, which 
represents all auditors in the 
state, opposed Iowa’s vot-
er-ID bill when it was intro-
duced in 2017.

Pate reprimanded county 
auditors in Iowa in a March 
2017 conference for what 
he said were partisan gibes 
aimed at undermining the 
legislation, which was still be-
ing considered by lawmakers 
and had not been signed into 
law.

Auditors are overwhelm-
ingly Republican in Iowa. Of 
the 99 counties, Republicans 
control 65 auditor seats, 31 
have Democratic auditors, 
and three auditors are regis-
tered as no-party.

Now that the voter-ID bill 
has been signed into law, Linn 
County’s Miller said opinions 
would have to take a back seat 
to educating voters about how 
to vote.

“For some of us, our opin-
ions at that 
time were 
ignored, so 
we are in 
the phase 
where we 
are govern-
ing and ad-

ministering the law,” said 
Miller, who a few years ago 
announced he would ex-
change his Democratic sta-
tus for a no-party status to 
advocate for nonpartisan 
county officials.

Not all county auditors 
agree about the law, but all 
concluded that their main pri-
ority would be boosting turn-
out of voters of both parties.

“You ask 99 different 
county auditors, you’ll get 
101 different opinions,” Sto-
ry County’s Martin said.

Marion County Auditor 
Jake Grandia, a Republican, 
said he didn’t think the law 
would impede voter turn-
out.

“… The rules are in place, 
and we will follow those, 
administer those, and gen-
erally, it’s just making sure 
everyone understands the 
requirements,” he said.

When it comes to the ne-
cessity of the ID require-
ment, some county auditors 
The Daily Iowan interviewed 
were unsure how to re-
spond. Others had a ready 
answer.

“Parts of the law make it 
more difficult to vote,” Black 
Hawk County Auditor Grant 

Veeder said. 
“Voters have 
to be well-
aware in 
advance and 
have IDs. It 
creates un-
n e c e s s a r y 

confusion about voters’ eli-
gibility status.”

Voter fraud is rare in Io-
wa. Of the millions of votes 
cast, there have been 29 vot-
ing-fraud convictions since 
2013, according to data 
from the Iowa Department 
of Human Rights Division 
of Criminal and Juvenile 
Justice Planning.

Nationwide voter fraud 
is also low. In January, 
President Trump abrupt-
ly shut down a committee 
that was supposed to ex-
amine evidence of voter 
fraud nationwide, which he 
claimed, without producing 
evidence, plagued the 2016 
election.

Despite Iowa’s low vot-
er-fraud numbers, Secre-
tary of State spokesman 
Kevin Hall said, “One fraud-
ulent vote is too many.

“It’s just like locking your 
door when you leave your 
home — you secure what 
you value. The chances of 
your home getting robbed 
might be slim, but it’s im-
portant to add that level of 
security.”

Critics, however, contend 
such laws disproportionate-
ly prevent certain groups of 
voters from casting ballots 
while addressing a near-
ly nonexistent voter-fraud 
problem.

Julia Helm, a Republican 
auditor from Dallas Coun-
ty, was elected in 2016. She 
noted that she hasn’t been 
in the Auditor’s Office long 
enough to know if the ID 
law would affect turnout but 

said, “Many 
voters are 
already used 
to bringing 
their IDs 
and get-
ting them 
scanned.”

Dallas County is one of 92 
Iowa counties that use elec-
tronic poll books on Elec-

tion Day to keep track of 
registered voters. As people 
arrive to vote, poll workers 
scan voters’ IDs to quickly 
verify they are registered 

to vote in 
the county. 
Before the 
voter-ID law 
was passed, 
poll workers 
could ask 
for the per-
son’s name 

and enter the driver’s li-
cense number.

Iowa State University 
political-science Assistant 
Professor David Andersen 
said the “Iowa law is writ-
ten about as well as it can 
be written,” noting that the 
Secretary of State’s Office 
and county auditors were 
sending free voter-ID cards 
automatically to those who 
didn’t have state-issued IDs.

“The clear reason that 
laws like this are being 
implemented is to gain a 
political advantage. Vot-
er-ID laws, at least those at 
the polls, have never been 
demonstrated to be neces-
sary,” Andersen said. “We’ve 
never had any sort of sys-
tematic voter fraud at the 
polls.”

There is mixed evidence on 
whether the laws could affect 
the outcome of an election, but 
studies show stricter laws tend 
to decrease the number of Dem-
ocratic and minority voters.

In a Michigan study of a 
law similar to Iowa’s vot-
er-ID law, researchers col-
lected affidavits signed by 
voters that affirmed their 
identities in lieu of IDs. Af-
ter analyzing the affidavits, 
they found 28,000 voters, 
0.6 percent of the popula-
tion, didn’t have IDs. They 
estimated nonwhite vot-
ers were between 2.5 and 6 
times as likely as white vot-
ers to lack IDs.

Iowa’s law has attracted 
national attention. Presi-
dent of Let America Vote 
and Democratic mayoral 
candidate for Kansas City 
Jason Kander rolled through 
Iowa last week, making 
stops by ISU and the UI to 
encourage students to in-
tern with Let America Vote, 
which aims to create politi-
cal consequences for elected 
officials who advocate for 
laws such as voter-ID laws.

“I’m here because un-
fortunately, Iowa has been 
thrust on the frontlines of 
voter suppression,” he said. 
His next stop will be Ten-
nessee, a state that moved 
to implement a strict pho-
to-ID law in 2011.

Most county auditors 
conceded that despite indi-
vidual opinions on the law, 
the debate about the bill 
was moot. Now, it’s up to 
an ongoing lawsuit filed by 
Latinx advocates and an ISU 

student to decide the law’s 
constitutionality.

Auditors are lasering their 
focus on encouraging voters 
to come in flocks to the polls.

“County auditors, wheth-
er they supported the law 
or not, care about ensuring 
all eligible voters are able to 
cast ballots,” said Hall of the 
Secretary of State’s Office.
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The Daily Iowan Ethics and Politics Initiative is funded by a private donor and will appear biweekly 
this semester. The team’s mission is to understand, interpret, analyze, and report on topics, 
trends and personalities that shape politics in Iowa and the United States, and to recognize 
the importance of a strong ethical foundation in its pursuits. 
 
Email daily-iowan@uiowa.edu with story ideas, press releases, or reader comments.

In interviews with more than a dozen county auditors, many believed 
Iowa’s voter-ID law is unnecessary.

BY SARAH WATSON  |  sarah-e-watson@uiowa.edu 

Andersen

Hands tied in voter identification

29
Fraudulent votes convictions in 

Iowa since 2013
Source: Iowa Department of Human Rights Division of Criminal and Juvenile 

Justice Planning

Helm

Martin

‘The clear reason that laws like this are being 
implemented is to gain a political advantage. 
Voter-ID laws, at least those at the polls, have 

never been demonstrated to be necessary. 
We’ve never had any sort of systematic 

voter fraud at the polls.’
— David Andersen, Iowa State University 

political-science assistant professor

‘For some of us, our opinions at that time were 
ignored, so we are in the phase where we are 

governing and administering the law.’
— Joel Miller, Linn County Auditor

Strict Photo ID Strict Non-Photo ID Photo ID Requested Photo ID Requested: 
Photo not required

No Document 
Required to Vote

Miller

Veeder

Weipert

ACCEPTED FORMS OF ID

Iowa Driver’s License

Iowa Non-Operator’s ID

Military ID

U.S. Passport

Tribal ID

Veteran’s ID

Voter ID Card

Voter ID Requirements by State
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WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE
News @ 8:30  8:30-9am
Sports @ 10 10-11am
DJ Training  11:30am-1:30pm
Sports @ 2  2-3pm
Rainbow Hour  3-4pm

News @ 4  4-4:30pm
The Ozone Show  5-6pm
Sports @ 6  6-7pm
Descent Into Radness  7-8pm
Amalgamorium Emporium  9:30-10:30pm

SUBMIT AN EVENT
Want to see your special event appear here?  Email dicalendar@uiowa.edu with details.

SOLUTION ON PAGE 3

Across
 1   Get too scared, with “out”
 5   Cutting class?
 9   Like a know-it-all
14  Witching ___
15  Word that might accompany an
      air kiss
16  Garden pest
17  Memo header

18  Sciences’ partner
19  Reacts to a blow
20  Grand preparations? 
23  Comment after a sneeze
24  Sushi bar offering
25  Letter before omega
27  Things that go bump in the
      night
32  Girded

35  Disturb
36  Sea ___
37  Mouth, slangily
39  “___ never!”
41  Genus that includes geniuses
42  Shady areas
44  It’s right on the map
46  Vietnamese festival
47  Iconic logo since 1962
50  Bard’s “before”
51  Granola morsel
52  Mountain shelter
56  Gestured rudely … or what this
      puzzle’s circles have done?
61  “___ yourself!”
62  Home to the Triple Crown of
      Surfing
63  Ones who’ve called it quits
64  Neighbor of Saudi Arabia
65  Company, e.g.
66  Communion, e.g.
67  7 7 7, in France
68  Circus site
69  Circus sight

Down
 1   Congressional leaders
 2   Ancient Anatolian region
 3   Sistine Chapel feature
 4   Union agreement, informally?
 5   Disney villain voiced by Jeremy
      Irons
 6   Take on
 7   Curse
 8   Big phony
 9   Verizon or AT&T
10  Unfolds, in poetry

11  Unsporting comment
12  Twiddles one’s thumbs
13  Golf hole measure: Abbr.
21  Nose wrinkler
22  Distress
26  “Love ___ a victory march”
      (“Hallelujah” lyric)
28  Action that could cause a QB’s
      fumble
29  Part of many a garbage bag
30  “Oklahoma!” aunt
31  I, in Innsbruck
32  Put on
33  Scoring 100
34  Piece of office décor
38  Pea’s place
40  Body of eau
43  Investigates, as a cold case
45  Prefix meaning “far away”
48  Went to a restaurant
49  Gets serious, with “up”
53  The South
54  TV host Van Susteren
55  Ford flop
57  One of the first musicians to 
      have an “explicit content” 
      sticker on an album
58  Rosencrantz or Guildenstern
59  Flimsy
60  Jabba, for one, in “Star Wars”
61  Fly-___

• Doughnut Dollies, free coffee & doughnuts, 10:15 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Old Capitol

• Fund for Education Abroad Info Session, 11 a.m., 1117 University Capitol Center

• “Iowa’s Role in Agriculture & International Trade: Why Tariffs & Trade Agreements
   Matter,”  Chad Hart, noon, Congregational Church, 30 N. Clinton

• Public Health College Distinguished Faculty Lecture, Chris Coffey,
   12:30 p.m., N110 Public Health Building

• Learn & Create Workshop: Searching for Standards & Patents, 1 p.m.,
   2001C Seamans; limited to 25 participants

• Medical Student Ambassador Program Kickoff Meeting, 5:30 p.m., B111 Medical Labs

• Trivia Night: TV Shows, 7-10 p.m., IMU Hawkeye Room

WHAT’S HAPPENING TODAY

The Daily Break
20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

SOLUTION ON PAGE 3

New Donors EARN
$270

for 4 donations!
Schedule an appointment at biotestplasma.com

Biotest Plasma Center
408 S Gilbert | 319.341.8000

americaneedsjournalists.com

Call Letters: KRUI  |  Frequency: 89.7MHz
Hours of Operations: 24 Hours a day

KRUI is the second largest student organization at the University of Iowa. Any 
registered student, faculty or staff member may join the KRUI organization.  

we can do a lot more things. 
We’re a little more versatile 
than maybe we were last year. 
I think we’re moving in the 
right direction as a room and 
as a team.”

Brincks developing on the 
inside

With defensive tackle Ced-
rick Lattimore suspended for 
Week 1 against the Huskies, 
Sam Brincks saw his name 
listed as a starter at the left 
tackle on the defensive line.

Listed as a defensive end 
originally, Brincks made 19 
stops in 2017, with one going 
for a loss, and a pass breakup.

Brincks, who came to Iowa 
as a walk-on, has been play-
ing both inside and out on 
the line for a while now. He 
played offensive tackle and 
defensive end at Kuemper 
Catholic in Carroll, Iowa, so 
the shift inside hasn’t come 
with many challenges for the 
senior.

“I think it’s kind of a nor-
mal transition,” Brincks 
said. “As a defensive line-
man, a lot of the fundamen-
tals translate, whether you’re 
at end or at tackle, so it’s 
been pretty smooth. I’ve had 
all camp to adjust, so I don’t 
think it’s going to be too big 
of a problem.”

Kelly-Martin leads            
running-back group

Akrum Wadley is gone, try-
ing to stick on the Tennessee 
Titans’ roster, leaving a back-
field at Iowa with one career 
start and a combined 65 career 
carries.

Luckily for the Hawkeyes, 
Ivory Kelly-Martin and Toren 
Young gained a shred of expe-
rience last season, while Me-
khi Sargent showed potential 
at Iowa Western.

It looked like Young would 
be the No. 1 running back going 
into the first week, but offen-
sive coordinator Brian Ferentz 
said Kelly-Martin took over the 
job on Aug. 21., reminding the 
backs that the depth chart can 
constantly change.

Although listed as the No. 1 
back, head coach Kirk Ferentz 
played it carefully in calling 
him the starter, saying he is 
comfortable with all three in 
the backfield.

Kelly-Martin said he moved 
on from the news and focused 
on the first game right after he 
was told.

With a year under his belt, 
Kelly-Martin is seeing the 
benefits, and they will keep 
him working.

“Definitely just having 
some experience and know-
ing, after going through a 
year, how fast your role can 
change on the football field,” 
Kelly-Martin said about how 
playing as a true freshman 
helped him take the news. 

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

fort to complete the project as 
soon as possible.

As the anticipation for the 
season rises, so does the ex-
citement about the first home 
game in the renovated stadi-
um.

“Oh, I think it’s awesome. 
Yeah, unbelievable,” Iowa 
football head coach Kirk Fer-
entz said during his press 
conference Tuesday. “But as 
cool as it seems from the field, 
it’s really awesome on the 
field to see it, and it was good 
in April, but it’s like way bet-
ter now. Probably the neatest 
moment a week ago Saturday 
we were watching our scrim-
mage tape, and to watch the 
end zone cameras just looking 
— I can’t tell you why, but see-
ing it on video was like, wow, 
that looks really — it’s impos-
ing. I can’t wait to see the fans 
in it.”

Overall, the north end-
zone renovation’s cost rings 
up at $89.9 million. 

The Hawkeyes will open 

the season on Saturday 
against Northern Illinois at 
2:30 p.m.

“Hopefully, we’re going 

to make the fans be loud 
and not sit on their hands,” 
Ferentz said. “That’s a chal-
lenge for us.”

KINNICK
CONTINUED FROM 8

Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan
Members of the media tour north end-zone construction at Kinnick Stadium on Tuesday. Construction is set to 
be finished by the 2019 football season, with outdoor club seating ready for the 2018 season.

BIG TEN
CONTINUED FROM 8

hide his sin of failing to do 
more about the situation 
with his assistant coach.

What is perhaps most 
disturbing about the Mich-
igan State and Ohio State 
scandals is that the NCAA 
did little to nothing in each 
situation. But don’t worry, 
if any of the players got a 
free meal, it’ll be all over 

that. It seems the NCAA is 
more worried about pro-
grams maintaining the 
“amateur status” of their 
players than it is about pro-
grams’ maintaining moral 
integrity.

At least Meyer got a 
three-game suspension 
handed to him by Ohio 
State, but it seems unlike-
ly that D’Antonio will ever 
even hear about his scandal 
again.

Then, in another dis-
turbing story headlining 
sports pages this summer, 
Maryland head coach D.J. 
Durkin and his staff may 
have played a principal role 
in the death of player Jor-
dan McNair.

The strenuous workout 
routine, combined with 
what seems to have been 
a nasty culture of bullying 
in the program, culminat-
ed with the death of the 
19-year-old.

There are zero excuses 
for that.

While the death of a 
player certainly outweighs 
the other scandals, it 

doesn’t diminish the oth-
ers’ seriousness. All of the 
offseason headlines are an 
embarrassment to one of 
the most prestigious con-
ferences in all of college 
football. 

As a fan, it’s disturbing 
to watch this type of thing 
happen to the Big Ten, a 
conference I grew up re-
garding as the one college 
football conference that did 
things the right way.

That’s not true anymore, 
but perhaps it never was, 
and the dirty laundry is just 
beginning to overflow the 
laundry bag.

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Ohio State head coach Urban Meyer addresses the media during Big Ten 
football media days in Chicago on July 24.

http://www.copyworks.com
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An experienced men’s squad and a youthful women’s team prepare for a landscape filled with tough competition.

Cross-country gears up for stiff challenges
BY HANNA MALZENSKI 
hanna-malzenski@uiowa.edu

The men and women 
of Iowa cross-country are 
tightening their laces as the 
season quickly approaches, 
and it begins with a home 
meet. The Hawkeye Invita-
tional will take place Friday 
at the Ashton Cross-Coun-
try Course, the first of six 
regular-season races.

Following the invitation-
al, the Hawkeyes will face 
Nebraska’s Woody Greeno, 
the Notre Dame Invitation-
al, the Bradley Invitational, 
Wisconsin’s Pre-Nationals, 
and the Illinois Open. Only 
the women will race at the 
Bradley event, and only the 
men will run at the Wiscon-
sin Pre-Nationals.

After the regular season, 
the Hawkeyes will revisit 
Nebraska for the Big Ten 
Championships, Bradley 
for the NCAA Regional, and 
depending on their perfor-
mance, Wisconsin for the 
NCAA Championship.

For the Iowa men, the 
roster is dominated by 
upperclassmen who have 
proved their worth. Juniors 
Brandon Cooley and Nathan 
Mylenek and seniors Ian 
Eklin, Michael Melchert, 
and Daniel Soto head into 
the season with broken re-
cords and top times under 
their belts. The upperclass-
men will lead the Hawkeyes, 
including five underclass-
men, into the season.

“[The underclassmen] 
are really going to see what 
we want this program to be 

about,” Mylenek said. “We 
want to be a team where we 
show up to meets and people 
don’t want to race us, so hav-
ing the freshmen experience 
a bunch of upperclassmen 
who are really ready to roll, 
I think, will be a good thing 
for them.”

This confidence is mir-
rored on the women’s side, 
especially in senior Andrea 
Shine, who was Iowa’s top 

finisher in 2017.
“I think we are coming in 

as a very underrated team,” 
Shine said. “I’m looking for-
ward to defying everyone’s 
expectations and showing 
how strong we are.”

Unlike the men, the 
women are loaded with 
underclassmen, making 
Shine only one of two se-
niors on the roster. This 
has created a new motiva-

tion for her final year as a 
Hawkeye.

“Last cross-country sea-
son was the first time that 
I was really tactical and 
was a front-runner in rac-
es,” the senior said. “Now, 
I want to see if I can push 
my limits even more, be-
cause this is my last shot 
for cross-country.”

Head coach Randy 
Hasenbank expects the re-

turning runners to use their 
experience as guidelines 
this season.

“I want to see them go 
out physically and mentally 
prepared and having a lot 
more confidence when they 
go up to the line in those big 
meets,” he said. “I want that 
experience to matter and to 
count for something.”

The Hawkeyes will need 
to use the experience as they 

face the tough challengers 
on both the men’s and wom-
en’s sides.

On Monday, the pre-
season NCAA Division-1 
Regional Cross-Country 
Rankings were released by 
the U.S. Track & Field and 
Cross-Country Coaches As-
sociation. The Iowa men 
were ranked No. 8 in the 
Midwest Region, a jump 
compared with the 2017 
preseason ranking (11). 
The men will face five Big 
Ten teams that have been 
ranked in the top spots for 
the Great Lakes Region: 
Wisconsin (1), Michigan 
State (2), Michigan (3), In-
diana (4), and Purdue (5). 
From the Mid-Atlantic Re-
gion, the Hawkeyes will 
face Penn State (5). In their 
home Midwest Region, they 
face Illinois (3) and Minne-
sota (4).

The competition is no 
weaker for the Iowa wom-
en. The women are ranked 
#12, a significant change 
from their nonexistent 
ranking for the 2017 pre-
season. Similar to the men, 
the Great Lakes Region has 
some of the leading teams 
of the Big Ten: Wisconsin 
(1), Michigan (2), Michigan 
State (3), Indiana (4), Ohio 
State (6), and Purdue (8). 
The Mid-Atlantic Region 
has Penn State (1), and the 
Midwest Region contains 
Minnesota (3) and North-
western (7).

The next round of region-
al rankings will be released 
Sept. 10, after the first races 
have been run.

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Andrea Shine rounds a turn during the Border Battle indoor track meet in the UI Recreation Building with Iowa, Missouri, and Illinois competing 
on Jan. 7, 2017. The Hawkeye women defeated Missouri and Illinois, 105-33 and 96-51, respectively, while the men defeated Missouri, 107-27 and fell to 
Illinois, 85-74.



With all of the Big Ten teams kicking off 
the season this weekend, the focus should be 
on what the teams are expected to do on the 
field. Instead, the focus heading into opening 
weekend is on the disturbing stories that have 
come out from behind the scenes.

Just this offseason, there have been three 
scandals that have revealed some dirty secrets 
about a few of the Big Ten’s pemier programs.

It started in January, when a report came 
out that 16 women had been sexually assaulted 
by Michigan State football players since head 
coach Mark D’Antonio was hired. After a press 
conference or two of probing questions, D’An-
tonio was able to dodge trouble and it became 
old news.

Fast-forward to the summer, and Urban 
Meyer came under fire for a similar reason, 
not doing enough about an assistant coach 
who reportedly abused his wife several times.

To make matters worse, Meyer lied and de-
leted text messages in a further attempt to 

“Boy, I’ve got to 
check that depth 
chart. Have you got a 
copy of one of those? 
Right now Colten 
[Rastetter] will be 
our starter. That 
shows you how into 
depth charts I am.

— Iowa football 
head coach 
Kirk Ferentz 

on mistakenly 
listing Ryan 

Gersonde as the 
starting punter
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HAWKEYE UPDATES

STAT OF THE DAY

Iowa cross-country has 
four runners competing in 
the Hawkeye Invitational 
who are on the program’s 
all-time top-10 list.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Runners 
on all-time 
top-10 list

”

BY PETE RUDEN 
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

Iowa is in a completely different place offensive-
ly heading into its season-opener against Northern 
Illinois than it was last year.

Quarterback Nate Stanley is coming off an im-
pressive near-record-tying first season, while his 
targets are entering the new season with another 
year of experience under their belts.

Wide receiver Nick Easley didn’t show his Di-

vision-1 inexperience last season; he led the team 
with 51 receptions for 530 yards, while also scoring 
4 touchdowns. His newfound experience gives him 
the potential to shine even more as Stanley’s secu-
rity blanket.

The experience gained last year is more import-
ant for Ihmir Smith-Marsette and Brandon Smith, 
as they find themselves on the depth chart, know-
ing they are going contribute more as sophomores.

Smith-Marsette posted an 18-catch, 187-yard 
season to go along with 2 touchdowns, including 

the game-winner in a thrilling 44-41 win over Iowa 
State in Week 2.

Smith, on the other hand, was used less often, 
catching 3 passes for 15 yards, and he fumbled on 
one of his touches.

“I think everyone’s more comfortable,” Easley 
said. “We’ve been in this system for a year. We’ve 
got guys, Brandon and Ihmir, who have phenom-
enal athletic ability, and size, and speed. I think 

Backs and receivers 
experience takes shape
With game day getting closer, Iowa football has gained experience at running back and wide receiver 

while changing some things up on the defensive side of the ball.

Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa wide receiver Nick Easley speaks to members of the media at the Hansen Football Performance Center on Tuesday. The Hawkeyes will begin their season on Saturday against 
Northern Illinois at Kinnick Stadium.

SEE FOOTBALL, 6

BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Members of the media were given a tour of the 
north end zone at Kinnick on Tuesday.

The outdoor club level is almost complete. The 
seats are all in place, but all that was missing was 
glass surrounding the back. The outdoor club 
level will have private restrooms and concessions 
stands when completed.

For now, there will be limited concessions for 
the season-opener against Northern Illinois.

“Rest assured, everything will be ready by 
game day,” said Damian Simcox, the assistant 
athletics director for facilities, regarding the im-
mediate renovations necessary to accommodate 

fans for the opening game. 
The seating will be completed prior to North-

ern Illinois and Iowa kicking things off on Sat-
urday, but the new scoreboard, permanent re-
strooms, concession stands, and elevators will 
not.

According to the Kinnick Edge website, the 
outdoor club level features wider seating with 
armrests and drink holders and a larger conces-
sion menu featuring beer and wine.

Construction employees are working four 
days a week, 10 hours a day, according to Senior 
Construction Manager Mike Kearns, and this 
will continue throughout the season in an ef-

SEE KINNICK, 6

The North End Zone Project won’t be completed by Saturday, but the 
basics will be intact for the Hawkeyes’ season opener.

The Big 
Scandal 
conference
Issues bigger than football marred 
the Big Ten this offseason.

SEE BIG TEN, 6

Kinnick construction 
continues apace

Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan
Members of the media tour the north end zone construction at Kinnick on Tuesday. Construction is set to be com-
pletely finished by the 2019 football season, with outdoor club seating ready for the 2018 season.

Hawkeye X-C squads earn 
rankings

The Hawkeyes will begin the 
season ranked No. 8 on the men’s 

side, up three 
spots from 
where they were 
last year. On the 
women’s side, 
Iowa will start 
the year at No. 
12 after entering 
the season un-
ranked in 2017.

Four harriers with a spot in 
the Iowa all-time top 10 are set to 
compete this weekend. Ian Eklin 
holds the school record in the 
6,000 meters, running 18:10 at 
2017’s home event, while Michael 
Melchert ranks second after post-
ing a time of 18:12 in 2016. Nathan 
Mylenek ranks sixth after running 
18:26 last season.

Senior Andrea Shine is ranked 
seventh in the 4,000 meters on 
the women’s side after running a 
time of 13:58 at the 2017 Hawkeye 
Invitational.

Big Ten announces soccer 
awards

Ohio State’s Kayla Fischer 
earned Big Ten Offensive 
Player of the Week honors, 
Nebraska’s Sinclaire Miramont-
ez won Defensive Player of the 
Week, and Mackenzie Wood of 
Northwestern picked up the 
Goalkeeper of the Week award.

Fischer played the role of 
hero in a 1-0 win over No. 5 
Florida on Aug. 24, scoring 
the game-winning goal in the 
56th minute. The goal was the 
first of her career, and the 
Buckeyes knocked off their 
highest-ranked opponent since 
2004.

Miramontez helped the 
Huskers post two shutouts 
when Oregon and Oregon State 
visited. Along with holding the 
Beavers without a shot on goal, 
she also scored a goal in the 
win over Oregon State.

Wood recorded 2 clean 
sheets, as the Wildcats beat 
Iowa State and tied a ranked 
West Virginia squad at the 
Boilermaker Challenge Cup.

JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

Aug. 29, 2015

On this day, Iowa vol-
leyball opened its season 
with two wins over South 
Dakota State (3-0) and 
Pacific (3-2) at the North-
ern Illinois Invitational in 
DeKalb, Illinois.

In the win over the 
Jackrabbits, Lauren 
Brobst led the way for 
the Hawkeyes with 14 
kills, and she posted an 
attack percentage of 
.650.

Jess Janota led the 
squad against Pacific, 
posting 17 kills, while 
Molly Kelly — a senior 
on this season’s team 
— posted 3 aces. Brobst 
also finished in dou-
ble-digit kills with 16.
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