
BY JULIA SHANAHAN
julia-shanahan@uiowa.edu

Gov. Kim Reynolds has signed a bill that will 
change the way the Iowa Board of Utilities reg-
ulates natural-gas-expansion projects, jurisdic-
tion over municipal utilities, and its regulatory 
process.

The bill, SF 2311, which was signed last week, 
will provide transparency so 
ratepayers can see how much of 
their money is going toward en-
ergy-efficiency efforts.

Brenna Smith, the communi-
cations director for Reynolds, 
provided The Daily Iowan with a 
statement on how the bill is ex-
pected to encompass the public 

interest.
“Senate File 2311 returns more than $100 mil-

lion a year to ratepayers while maintaining a 
robust energy-efficiency program that ensures 
Iowa leads the nation on energy efficiency by 
investing an additional $620 million over the 
next five years in energy-efficiency innovation,” 
Smith wrote.

BY ANNIE FITZPATRICK
anne-fitzpatrick@uiowa.edu 

Graduating senior Akash Bhalerao has made 
the most of his time at the University of Iowa. 
He has excelled in his studies and involvement 
on campus through participating in 15 student 
organizations.

“It’s been a journey, an amazing journey, 
and I got to meet a lot of important people … 
through my time here, fall in love with this 
place and the culture of this place … I’m about 

everything being a Hawkeye and I just love be-
ing black and gold,” he said.

After Associate Director of Admissions Tom 
Paulsen visited his high school in India, Bhal-
erao decided to attend the UI. His “gut feel-
ing” to become a Hawkeye turned out to be 
the right decision because of the people he has 
met and the opportunities he has had, Bhaler-
ao said.

“I joke around with my parents that if I’m 

The numbers look bright 
for baseball’s future
The numbers don’t lie — Iowa 
baseball has been on a tear 
lately, especially during the 
toughest part of its season. Rob-
ert Neustrom and Tyler Cropley 
have been home-run heroes for 
the Hawkeyes, and Zach Daniels’ 
strong efforts on the mound 
have this team poised for a 
late-season run. Sports, 8

How Akrum Wadley 
meshes in Tennessee 
Out of all the Hawkeyes who 
went undrafted in the NFL Draft, 
Akrum Wadley has the best shot 

at sticking 
around in the 
league. Wadley 
is at his best 
when he’s in 
open space 
and catching 
passes out of 
the backfield, 
and the new 

Tennessee offensive coordina-
tor’s scheme relies heavily on 
running backs in the passing 
game. Sports, 8

Faculty group may bring 
sanctions to an end
Sanctions on the UI could 
be lifted in the near future. 
The American Association of 
University Professors issued the 
sanction after scrutiny followed 
the hiring of UI President Bruce 
Harreld. Improved shared-gov-
ernance systems have been 
put in place, with collaboration 
among faculty, administration, 
and the state Board of Regents. 
News, 3

One last go-around for 
softball seniors
For the Hawkeye seniors, Thurs-
day might be their last game in 
Iowa uniforms. The team doesn’t 
have that mindset, however. 
“It’s just one game,” Allie Wood 
said. “We’ve played some pretty 
big teams, we’re a pretty good 
ballclub, so just trusting our 
capabilities, and we’re capable 
of getting things done just as 
long as we trust the process 
and believe that we can do it.” 
Sports, 8

Column: Preschool 
teachers need better pay
Preschool determines so much 
of children’s success, but if their 
teachers are deemed nothing 
more than babysitters, how can 
they be expected to give young 
children the inspiration and care 
they need? Opinions, 4

UI accused of negligence 
in animal deaths
An animal-rights group has 
accused the UI of killing 244 
animals in lab experiments 
because of negligence after an 
investigation by the watchdog 
group. News, 3

SEE BHALERAO, 3

From India to Iowa 
to Sweden
Senior Akash Bhalerao will graduate from the University of Iowa this 
weekend. Bhalerao has been involved with numerous UI organizations 
and departments and has become a familiar face on the campus.

Reynolds signs 
controversial 
energy bill
The law changes the role of 
the Iowa Board of Utilities 
and creates a partisan divide 
in the Iowa Legislature.

SEE ENERGY, 2
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Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan
Vice President for Student Life Melissa Shivers speaks in an interview with The Daily Iowan in the IMU on May 4.

Tune in for LIVE updates
Campus and city news, weather, 
and Hawkeye sports coverage 
every day at 8:30 a.m. at 
daily-iowan.com.

Shivers fits easily into post
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Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
UI senior Akash Bhalerao poses for a portrait in the Dancer’s Garden on Tuesday. Bhalerao will graduate with degrees in 
both social entrepreneurship and environmental restoration.

BY MARISSA PAYNE
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu 

It’s not just blood, but students that run through 
Melissa Shivers’ veins, University of Iowa Presi-
dent Bruce Harreld says.

The characterization is rather fitting for Shiv-
ers, the UI vice president for Student Life. At Cat-
lett Residence Hall or elsewhere around campus, 

it’s common to find her with students as often as 
she can be.

Much has changed since Shivers’ early days in 
this position — namely, Basta has been bumped 
down a notch as her favorite restaurant and Heir-
loom has taken its place. But the warm, sunny 
weather recently brings the near-conclusion of the 
UI administrator’s first year on campus full circle 
to when she assumed her new role on June 30, 2017.

“I remember being very eager and excited for 
the students to get to campus so I could really 
learn about the culture and the pace,” Shivers said. 
“I was excited about the energy that I knew would 
happen once students arrived.”

And she hasn’t been disappointed in her first 
nine months on the job. Shivers said people on 

SEE SHIVERS, 2

Melissa Shivers, the UI vice president for Student Life, reflects on her first year as a Hawkeye.
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Hancher raises curtain on 2018-19 season
Hancher unveiled its lineup for the 2018-19 season, cultivating acts from world-renowned musicals to 
lectures by legendary journalists.
BY CHARLES PECKMAN
charles-peckman@uiowa.edu 

Hancher unveiled its lineup for the 2018-19 
season on Tuesday.

The schedule includes musical acts from Kris-
tin Chenoweth, Tre Voci, and the Philadelphia 
Orchestra. On the theatrical side of the universe, 
Cameron Mackintosh will present his version of 

Victor Hugo’s Les Misérables, and the Jersey Boys 
will grace the stage with their satin voices in Feb-
ruary 2019.

The season will also include two events that 
are free and open to the public: a lecture by jour-
nalist Cokie Roberts and a performance on the 
Hancher lawn by bluegrass group Steep Canyon 
Rangers.

Other events include the circus troupe Cirque 

Éloize, dance company MOMIX, and the Ameri-
can Ballet Theater. 

Hancher has quickly become Iowa City’s hub 
for large-scale entertainment since reopening in 
2016 after the 2008 flood. The venue — and its 
sizable stage — has presented the likes of come-
dian Steve Martin to virtuoso cellist Yo-Yo Ma 
and every act in between. The 2018-19 season will 
continue this trend.

Wadley
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ever get kicked out of the 
house, I’m settling in Iowa 
City,” he said.

Bhalerao has worked to-
ward a degree in social en-
trepreneurship and environ-
mental restoration through 
the Interdepartmental Stud-
ies Program.

His degree is broken down 
into different disciplines 
that relate to environmental 
and social justice, commu-
nication and social media, 
and leadership and entrepre-
neurship. It was important 

he had a meaningful area of 
study that would implement 
his interests into an employ-
able degree, he said.

Through the eight-month 
creation of his schedule, 
Bhalerao met with around 40 
faculty members to create a 
degree that would allow him 
to “study the interconnect-
edness among disciplines,” 
he said.

In addition to his work 
in academics, Bhalerao has 
been a huge part of student 
life on campus. As a part of 
Dance Marathon, Home-
coming Council, UI Student 
Government, a campus tour 
guide, and so much more, he 
has become a familiar face 

on campus to many.
Through his involvement 

with UISG, Bhalerao was 
last year’s Sustainability 
Committee chair and was in-
volved as a senator this year.

He partially credited his 
academic and social success 
at the UI to the faculty he has 
had the opportunity to work 
with and the courses he has 
taken. In particular, he said 
David Gould affected his 
time at the UI when working 
with him as both a student 
and teaching assistant in the 
Green Room course.

“We have amazing oppor-
tunities here so I just try to 
make the most out of it,” he 
said.

Bhalerao said if he had the 
chance to give advice to his 
freshman self, he would tell 
himself to seek every oppor-
tunity presented to him.

“When people tell you to 
say no sometimes, don’t lis-
ten to them,” he said. “Keep 
saying yes … because you 
never know what will connect 
where and how many amaz-
ing people [you’ll meet].”

He noted that relation-
ships are the most important 
part of any growth opportu-
nity and the most important 
thing you can do.

“No matter how much you 
do or how much you are in-
volved with or how many 
projects you successfully 

work on what you’re going 
to take out of it at the end 
of the day … is relationships 
with people, and relation-
ships with incredible, amaz-
ing people from all around 
the world.”

Bhalerao has an intern-
ship with the Sustainable 
Purchasing Leadership in 

Council in Washington and 
will start a one-year program 
at the Blekinge Institute of 
Technology in Sweden for a 
master’s in strategic leader-
ship toward sustainability.

“It’s been an amazing 
place that I’ve been able to 
fall in love with and also give 
back to,” he said.

James Year/The Daily Iowan
Father Steve Witt stands for a portrait at Saint Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church on Tuesday. Witt has been ordained since 2012; when asked how 
things are going, he said, “It’s always looking up. Because that’s how it works.”

UPWARD

BHALERAO
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

campus understand the role 
the Division of Student Life 
plays in the student experi-
ence both inside and outside 
of class and want to continue 
to be partners with the divi-
sion.

Regularly engaging with 
student organizations, frater-
nities and sororities, and the 

staff in the Division of Stu-
dent Life have made her feel 
fortunate every day to be at 
the UI and serving in this role, 
she said.

“I have loved the opportuni-
ty to connect with our student 
community, to learn about the 
things that you all are passion-
ate about, the areas of oppor-
tunity that still exist,” she said. 
“But people are willing and 
committed to doing the hard 
work to be able to help contin-
ue to move agendas along and 

things of import along.”
“Listen. Understand. Act” is 

Shivers’ mantra. She said fol-
lowing it closely — listening 
to multiple people to fully un-
derstand issues before deter-
mining how to respond — has 
continued to be an integral 
part of her approach to the job 
throughout her first year.

“The one day that you think 
you know everything about 
a particular topic, you go to 
another meeting and realize, 
perhaps you didn’t know as 

much as you thought you did,” 
she said. “… If I spend the en-
tire meeting talking, then I 
haven’t had an opportunity to 
listen, to be able to think stra-
tegically and intentionally in 
those ways.”

While Shivers’ roots are 
in the South and she loves 
opportunities to spend time 
with her family, she said she 
doesn’t feel a nagging sense 
of homesickness thanks to 
the welcoming community in 
Iowa.

“Georgia’s where my fami-
ly is, so of course I miss them 
tremendously,” she said. “But 
it’s been nice, quite frankly, to 
be so welcomed and included 
in this community that it’s 

allowed me to have the time 
to spend here and really get 
invested and learn about the 
things that make Iowa City 
unique and special, and really 
the state of Iowa.”

SHIVERS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

BY JORDAN PROCHNOW
jordan-prochnow@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa 
Hospitals & Clinics, Iowa’s 
only comprehensive medical 
center and the No. 7 employ-
er in the health-care industry 
as rated by Forbes Magazine, 
is showing appreciation for 
providers this week in order 
to celebrate the two forms of 
national recognition.

UIHC is celebrating both 
National Hospital Week and 
National Nurses Week by 
offering a variety of events 
to honor health-care profes-
sionals and their contribu-
tions to the University of Io-
wa community. 

“It’s important to pause 
and recognize the contribu-
tions of our faculty and staff 
and all they do for our pa-
tients,” UIHC spokesperson 
Tom Moore said. 

Throughout this week, UI-

HC is offering an online Cul-
tureVision scavenger hunt 
for providers and the gener-
al public. There will be four 
questions to answer daily re-
volving around global health 
care, definitions, and other 
important issues, with the 
chance for two individuals 
to win Java House gift cards. 
To honor individuals in the 
hospital, small appreciation 
gifts, including thank-you 
cards and chapsticks, will al-
so be delivered to each inpa-
tient throughout the UIHC 
network.

“We hope that members of 
the public and our providers 
will see how much we value 
and appreciate all of their 
passion and skill,” Moore 
said.

Today from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m., providers will be hon-
ored in an appreciation 
event. Individuals will re-
ceive games and prizes from 

Hills Bank, take pictures in a 
photo booth, and have the op-
portunity to win gift baskets 
from local businesses. 

UIHC is celebrating Na-
tional Nurses Week as well, 
featuring messages of grati-
tude for nurses, enrichment 
lunches, and award ceremo-
nies. On Friday, there will 
be a birthday party to honor 
famed nurse Florence Night-
ingale, with cake distributed 
to departments and clinics.

Touting a staff of more 
than 2,800 nurses, UIHC is 
the first and only hospital in 
the state to have a Gold Bea-
con unit designated by the 
American Association of Crit-
ical-Care Nurses. 

“Nurses are the biggest 
health professional work-
force, and so this week is 
an opportunity to take a 
moment and celebrate the 
things they do and recognize 
the contributions they make 

in health care,” College of 
Nursing Dean Julie Zerwic 
said. “This allows individuals 
an opportunity to think about 
nursing as a career and think 
about the nurses they know 
and acknowledge them.” 

Zerwic said that the Col-
lege of Nursing offers in-
ternal celebrations as well 
throughout the week along 
with collaborative events 
with UIHC. 

“Celebrating nurses is im-
portant because it’s a very de-
manding and difficult career 
that has a high turnover rate 
and can often go under-ap-
preciated in the health-care 
setting,” UI senior and nurs-
ing student Megan Clem-
ents said. “It’s awesome that 
UIHC is honoring Nation-
al Nurses Week because it 
shows everyone how import-
ant nurses are and how much 
they make a difference in ev-
eryone’s lives.”

UIHC honors health-care providers
This week, University of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics is hosting a number of events to give 
appreciation and recognition to providers. 

Smith also said the bill 
promotes natural-gas-line 
extension in rural areas that 
would, hopefully, encourage 
further economic develop-
ment.

Sen. Rob Hogg, D-Cedar 
Rapids, said the bill is an end 
to bipartisan support for en-
ergy-conservation efforts.

“[Republicans] call ener-
gy efficiency a hidden tax 
— that’s ridiculous because 
I could call coal burning a 
hidden tax,” Hogg said. “[Re-
publicans] picked on energy 
efficiency as the one thing 
utilities do as a hidden tax, 

even though it was good for 
all consumers because it 
keeps rates low.”

Hogg said that effective 
Jan. 1, 2019, there would be a 
reduction of about $100 mil-
lion a year in energy efficien-
cy. This would result in a loss 
of jobs for people providing 
those services, he said.

The reduction will be a re-
fund to customers on a fed-
eral tax reform, according 
to an analysis from the Iowa 
House Republicans.

Hogg said a possible long-
term effect of the law would 
be that rates for consumers 
would go up, because utili-
ty companies would need to 
build more equipment.

“I’m hopeful we will be 
able to avoid that because 

we will be able to reverse this 
policy next year,” Hogg said.

The law takes away the 
prohibition for municipal 
utilities to discriminate 
against solar and wind pow-
er. In a press release, the Io-
wa Environmental Council 
said this bill will allow for 
monopoly utilities to build 
more power plants and en-
ergy rates for consumers will 
increase.

The press release also said 
the law completely contra-
dicts Reynolds’ 2016 Iowa 
Energy Plan.

The plan consists of foun-
dational pillars, two of which 
entail energy efficiency and 
energy conservation, and 
one that promotes work-
force development. Those 

opposed, such as Hogg and 
the Iowa Environmental 
Council, say Reynolds is not 
fulfilling her own plan.

Another foundational 
pillar to the plan is the ex-
pansion of natural gas in 
underserved areas and to 
use alternative-fuel vehicles. 
Both of these are highlighted 
in the bill.

Terry Davis, the Republi-
can chairman in Des Moines, 
said he is mostly in favor of 
the law, but he sees the par-
tisan divide.

“It [the bill] seemed to be 
voted on party lines,” he said. 
“Sometimes, if one party 
doesn’t get what they want, 
then they are totally opposed 
to it, even though there are a 
lot of good things.”

ENERGY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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BY ELIANNA NOVITCH
elianna-novitch@uiowa.edu

After landing on a professors’ 
association’s list of sanctioned 
institutions two years ago for 
not following shared-gover-
nance practices in the 2015 
presidential search, the Uni-
versity of Iowa could soon be 
removed.

The American Association of 
University Professors’ Com-
mittee on College and Univer-
sity Governance has recom-
mended the removal of the UI 
from the sanction list because 
of improved shared gover-
nance. AAUP members will 
vote on the committee’s recom-
mendation on June 16.

The UI was put on the list 
in response to the process the 
state Board of Regents fol-
lowed in hiring UI President 
Bruce Harreld. The hiring pro-

cess was scrutinized because 
of Harreld’s private meetings 
with members of the state 
Board of Regents and for the 
level of involvement from the 
UI community. The 21-mem-
ber search committee was 
disbanded after semifinalists 
were selected.

Pete Snyder, the outgoing UI 
Faculty Senate president, said 
the sanctions took its toll on 
the university and its constit-
uents.

“This is not a list that uni-
versities aspire to be on. It’s 
sort of a black mark on our 
reputation,” Snyder said. “I 
think faculty and others on our 
campus, and I think our Board 
of Regents as well, have not 
wanted that black mark to be 
associated with the University 
of Iowa. We’re all very proud of 
our university.”

In response to the sanctions, 

the Faculty Senate formed a com-
mittee tasked with working to get 
the UI removed from the list. The 
committee created a best-prac-
tices document addressing how 
faculty should be involved in pres-
idential searches.

Hans-Joerg Tiede, the senior 
program officer of Department 
of Academic Freedom, Tenure, 
& Governance, said the ap-
proach the Faculty Senate took 
in creating the committee and 
working with the regents was 
exemplary.

“This is on the shorter side 
in terms of the length of time 
on the sanction list, and that 
shows a real effort on the part 
of the faculty to reach out and 
work with the Board of Regents 
to resolve this,” Tiede said.

The committee worked with 
a variety of groups throughout 
the process, including the local 
chapter of the AAUP, Faculty 

Senate officers, the adminis-
tration, and the regents. Com-
mittee Chair Sandra Daack-
Hirsch said the committee was 
thrilled with the recommenda-
tion to be removed.

“We had involvement with 
stakeholders throughout the 
entire process so that we de-
veloped the policies in collab-
oration with all of those dif-
ferent constituents,” she said. 
“I think that this process just 
really proved to everyone that 
[shared governance] can work 
and it does work.”  

In the process of working to 
get removed from the sanc-
tioned institutions list, the fo-
cus has been on improving the 
collaborative nature of shared 
governance at the UI.

“The faculty by themselves 
can’t make shared governance 
work better. The president by 
himself can’t make it better …” 

Snyder said. “I think what’s im-
proved is just that willingness 
among both parties to make 
it work better. Bruce Harreld 
has been a strong advocate for 
shared governance, and the 
Faculty Senate has shown a will-
ingness to work with them.”

In a May 4 interview with The 
Daily Iowan, Harreld said the 
dynamic is strange, because 
the sanction is against the UI 
for the regents’ conduct. AAUP 
bylaws require such sanctions 
to be against institutions rath-
er than directed against gov-
erning boards.

This effort was largely facul-
ty-led, Harreld said, though he 
has helped faculty engage with 
the regents and has focused on 
strengthening shared-gover-
nance processes.

“I found myself to be a few 
years ago the integration point. 
Very few meetings where facul-

ty, the staff, and students all in 
the same meeting, and so I was 
kind of the coordination point 
and said, ‘This is not good,’ ” 
Harreld said. “So we’ve actually 
created a process where we’re 
all involved in most of the issues 
simultaneously, which makes it 
healthier, more creative ...”

Snyder said shared gover-
nance can always be improved, 
but he thinks the process of 
working to remove the sanc-
tion was a good start for the UI.

“The benefit of this process 
that we’ve been through is not 
just possibly getting removed 
from the sanctioned list,” Sny-
der said. “It’s [also] allowed 
us to heal a lot of wounds that 
have been opened up through 
the presidential search process. 
In many ways, it has helped us 
to restore our relationship with 
our administration and with 
the Board of Regents.”

Faculty group could lift UI sanction
An AAUP committee has recommended that the UI be removed from the sanctioned-institutions list. AAUP members 
will vote on the recommendation in June

BY AADIT TAMBE
aadit-tambe@uiowa.edu

Stop Animal Exploitation 
NOW, an Ohio-based non-
profit that aims to end the use 
of animals in lab testing, has 
filed a complaint against the 
University of Iowa, claiming at 
least 244 animals have died due 
to negligence in lab testing.

The organization filed a 
Freedom of Information Act 
to obtain the information, said 
Michael Budkie, the executive 
director of of the group.

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture issued a violation 
against the UI in February 
2016, stating, “Handling of all 
animals shall be done as expe-
ditiously and carefully as pos-
sible in a manner that does not 
accuse trauma, overheating, 
excessive cooling, behavioral 
stress, physical harm, or un-
necessary discomfort.”

This complaint came after 
an investigation conducted by 
the animal group that accused 
the UI of killing ferrets in lab 
testing.

A release from the group re-
lease claimed that apart from 
the deaths, more animals had 
suffered severe abuse includ-
ing food deprevation and im-

proper medical condition.
The animal organization al-

so sent a document to UI Pres-
ident Bruce Harreld, insisting 
on an independent investiga-
tion and termination of those 
responsible for the alleged neg-
ligence and abuse.

“We monitor [institutes 
that] receive millions of dol-
lars in grants closely,” Budkie 
said. “[These are] serious non-
compliances, and we [want] 
to make the universities to 
change the [processes] that are 
noncompliant.”

Three projects were cited for 
unexpected deaths following 
surgical procedures, two proj-
ects were flagged for lack of 
pain relief, and one was cited 
for performing an unapproved 
procedure, the document to 
the UI said.

“The University of Iowa 
takes the health and safety of 
animals in its care seriously, 
for ethical reasons and because 
they are valuable resources in 
the effort to develop new treat-
ments for a range of health 
conditions and diseases, in-
cluding cancer, diabetes, cystic 
fibrosis, macular degeneration, 
and many others,” said Ste-
phen Pradarelli, the strategic 
communications director for 

the Office of the Vice President 
for Research and Economic 
Development, in an email to  
The Daily Iowan.

These deaths were unnec-
essary and could have been 
avoided easily, Budkie said.

“[Stop Animal Exploitation] 
not just wants appropriate 
treatment of animals in the lab 
but aims to end the use of ani-
mals in testing,” he said.

Unfortunately, adverse 
events sometimes occur be-
cause of mechanical failures, 
human error, or for other rea-
sons, Pradarelli said,

“In each of the incidents cit-
ed, including one involving 200 
fish affected by water-quality 
issues, the University of Iowa’s 
Institutional Animal Care and 

Use Committee took immedi-
ate action when it learned about 
the situation; investigated the 
circumstances; mandated (as 
appropriate) retraining, proto-
col changes, and/or equipment 
modifications … as required by 
the agency,” he said.

There are several ways to 
conduct experiments in which 
animals can be avoided such as 
tissue response or using virtual 
reality, Budkie said.

The group demands that 
the UI launch an independent 
investigation of the its ani-
mal-experimentation practices 
by panel of experts in animal 
rights, and that the UI termi-
nated all staff responsible for 
the incidents that led to the 
death of animals.

UI accused of killing 244 animals in lab
An Ohio-based animal-rights nonprofit group has filed a complaint against the UI, claiming at least 244 animals were killed in lab experiments.



This past school year, I 
served as president for Turn-
ing Point USA, a nonprofit or-
ganization aimed at promot-
ing limited government and 
fiscal responsibility. I’m sure 
that the position as president 
would always be eventful, but 
2017-18 was most definitely 
one of excitement for college 
conservatives everywhere.

The position did not come 
without hesitation — it had 
many drawbacks. I knew that 
if I took it, it would be what 
solely defined me to others 
on campus, and I would au-
tomatically be judged for the 
reputation of an organiza-
tion instead of my own. Each 
week I write in the DI Opin-
ions section, I am crucified in 
the comments section for the 
work of Turning Point USA’s 
national organization. Some 
readers find it to difficult 
distinguish the difference 
between an individual — me 
— and Turning Point USA as 
a whole.

While I had no idea that 
my opinion column would 
bring me the most amount 

of criticism toward Turn-
ing Point USA, I knew there 
would inevitably be some 
with the position I held. My 
goal was to eliminate as ma-
ny as these complaints as 
possible and include every 
voice on campus on the top-
ic of free speech and limited 
government — ideas that 
Turning Point USA holds 
very close to its heart.

In other words, the goal 
was to not “trigger snow-
flakes.” I knew I was in a po-
sition of creating dialogue 
that was much needed on this 
campus while doing it in a 
way that was respectful to the 
students, administration, and 
holders of views that differ 
from my own. Creating un-

necessary havoc on this cam-
pus would not only cheapen 
the value of my degree from 
the UI but of an organization 
promoting ideas to more than 
1,000 college campuses.

I can’t say that others in my 
position have taken the same 
stance as me. In October 
2017, the Turning Point USA 
chapter at Kent State demon-
strated its activism by wear-
ing diapers in an “anti-safe 
space” event promoting the 
abolishing of safe zones on 
campus. This did not only 
stain the reputation of the 
chapter but that of Turning 
Point USA and activists such 
as me who did not partake in 
the event. The act quickly got 
media attention on Twitter 

and even from conservative 
news outlet Breitbart.

This was a perfect exam-
ple of what not to do when 
aiming to promote healthy 
dialogue that would end in 
significant progress being 
made. Instead of creating a 
welcoming environment to 
all students, the members of 
Kent State chapter made a 
mockery of their school and 
failed to create equality for 
conservative ideas on liberal 
college campuses.

Serving as president al-
lowed me to voice my opinion 
to the UISG president and 
vice president, who showed 
that all students voices were 
a priority. Our Turning Point 
USA chapter provided a “safe 

space” for students who 
wanted a break from political 
correctness and to discuss 
politics in a friendly setting. 
All students were welcomed 
to hear ideas of guest speak-
ers and former political fig-
ures in U.S. politics.

Connecting conservative 
ideas to friendly faces has 
only helped the fight for free 
speech and free flow of ideas 
on campus. Going into elec-
tion season, it is crucial that 
conservative activists every-
where remember that their 
actions reflect more than just 
themselves. What is import-
ant is not triggering liberals 
but proving that conserva-
tives, and their ideas, are 
worth taking seriously.

The overwhelming need 
for preschool teachers in 
America boils down to a 
preschool teacher’s pay. In 
a country in which nearly 
15 million children are liv-
ing in poverty, mothers and 
fathers are wrestling with 
low-wages and low socio-
economic status to make 
a way for their children to 
have the opportunity to suc-
ceed in the school systems, 
and a large role in the suc-
cess of a child’s future is the 

promise of preschool.
But with preschool teach-

ers still deemed as nothing 
more than  daycare employ-
ees or babysitters, the un-
dervaluing of a proper edu-
cation is profound. In Iowa 
towns listed on Preschool 
Teachers, roughly 72 per-
cent of the teachers make 
less than $20,000 a year at 
entry-level — among the 
named cities were Cedar 
Rapids and Iowa City. And 
according to City Data, 51.9 
percent of boys and 40.1 
percent of girls under the 
age of 5 are living below the 
poverty line in Iowa City 
and need preschool to pull 
them from the cycle of pov-
erty and prepare them for a 
life of possibility.

Well-equipped preschool 
teachers deserve to receive 
their well-earned wages. 
The foundation of thou-

sands of children’s futures 
are found in this fact. Be-
cause, without preschool 
teachers, children lack the 
possibilities that early edu-
cation prepares them for.

From birth to the age of 
5, people’s brains develop 
more than they will at any 
other time in their lives. 
And the way the minds are 
being molded during these 
first five years manages 
to affect the way children 
will navigate the entire-
ty of their education, and 
then the entirety of their 
lives. The countless experi-
ences encountered by chil-
dren during these first five 
years of life — regardless 
of whether they are positive 
or negative experiences — 
shape developing brains. 
And by the time a child en-
ters kindergarten, 90 per-
cent of their brains have 

developed.
Preschool teachers are the 

hands shaping millions of 
minds during the most in-
fluential and delicate period 
of a person’s life. And there-
fore, preschool teachers are 
much more than babysitters 
and deserve to be treated as 
such, both by society and 
their salaries.

In those first five years 
of life, our brains devel-
op so intricately and in-
tensely. According to First 
Things First, what allows 
the brain to move, think, 
communicate, and grow is 
the connections our brain 
cells make during those 
first few years. These con-
nections are cultivated over 
the course of those years, 
and every experience is doc-
umented by our developing 
brains. So when children 
are entering into preschool, 

they are being profoundly 
shaped into the kind of per-
son they will be for the rest 
of their life, because of the 
messages and connections 
communicating in their 
brains.

The fragility of children’s 
lives is astounding, and 
preschool teachers instill 
patience in their lessons as 
they introduce children to 
reading, writing, storytell-
ing, social studies, creative 
arts, vocabulary expansion, 
math, and science for the 
first time. All the while, they 
are allowing children room 
to grow, ask questions, and 
discover.

Children without pre-
school enters the education 
system heavily unprepared 
and devastatingly disad-
vantaged, lacking in areas 
such as social and cogni-
tive development. Children 

without preschool are less 
likely to graduate — or if 
they do graduate, they are 
less likely to pursue college, 
according to a 2015 study 
from the U.S. Department 
of Education. But children 
with preschool are less like-
ly to be retained in their 
grades and are more likely 
to succeed in whatever ca-
reer they choose.

Preschool teachers give 
children a platform for a 
successfully patterned life 
and deserve pay reflecting 
such. Because when they 
are paid so little — when 
they are surviving on the 
brink of the federal poverty 
line — it is overwhelmingly 
difficult to continue pur-
suing a career as preschool 
teachers. America needs 
preschool. And preschool 
teachers need adequate and 
fair pay.
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Preschool teachers give countless children a platform for a successfully patterned life and deserve pay reflecting such.
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As my year as president of Turning Point USA at the UI comes to an end, I found my best activism on campus was done 
through civil engagement and friendly conversation.

Handling conservatism on campus

MARINA JAIMES
marina-jaimes@uiowa.edu

TAYLOR NEWBY
taylor-newby@uiowa.edu

BY JAMES GENESER
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Yes
 LeBron James is taking a page 

out of James Jones’ book and go-
ing to the NBA Finals once again.

Why?
Because LeBron is the best 

player in the world, and he can 
do whatever he wants on a bas-
ketball court from April through 
June.

If you don’t believe this, let’s 
take a look at LeBron’s stats in 
the Cavs’ sweep against one of 
the best backcourts in the NBA:

In the four games, LeBron had 
136 points on 57-of-103 shooting 
from the field, 33 rebounds, and 
45 assists.

Kyle Lowry and DeMar 
DeRozan combined for 138 
points on 53-of-108 shooting, 30 
rebounds, and 46 assists.

That’s insane. LeBron had 
zero regard for the No. 1 seed 
and made the Raptors’ two best 
players look like they don’t even 
deserve to be on the same court.

LeBron and Company will 
now likely face the Boston Celt-
ics in the Eastern Conference Fi-
nals. The Celtics don’t have any-
one healthy who can play at the 
caliber of DeRozan or Indiana’s 
Victor Oladipo.

Sure, Terry Rozier has been 
a great surprise, and Jayson 
Tatum is one of the best rookies 
in the league, but neither of them 
will come close to stopping LeB-
ron.

Believe me, when LeBron 

broke my heart by beating the 
Pacers in Game 7, I wanted him 
to get smacked by Toronto. But 
all he did was show his true dom-
inance.

It looks like his matchup with 
Indiana is going to be his tough-
est of his run to the Finals, unless 
Boston can pull some unfore-
seen magic out of nowhere.

Right now, these are LeBron’s 
playoffs, and we are lucky to be 
witnesses.

No
The Toronto Raptors were 

arguably the worst No. 1 seed in 
NBA history, for sure in the past 
decade — I want to make that 
clear.

So when LeBron James al-
most matches or tops the com-
bined series stats from the 
backcourt duo of Kyle Lowry 
and DeMar DeRozan, I’m more 
disappointed in the Raptors 
(or Lowry, for his whopping 5 
points in an elimination game 
— really earning that $18 mil-
lion this season).

Nevertheless, James is the 
best player in the NBA right 
now; he’s got the Adam Hensley 
Seal of Approval for this season’s 
MVP. But just because he’s the 
best player in the league doesn’t 
mean his road to the NBA Finals 
is smooth sailing.

There’s rocky waters ahead, 
and it’s “Scary” Terry Rozier, 
Jayson Tatum, and Al Horford 

making the waves. The Boston 
Celtics shouldn’t be in this po-
sition. Gordon Hayward goes 
down six minutes into the 
first game of the season, and 
then the C’s lose Kyrie Irving 
to injury for the entirety of the 
playoffs.

Yet here the Celtics stand, 
with a 3-1 lead over the 76ers. 
Boston is going to win that se-
ries, and it’s sure as hell going to 
give LeBron and Company a run 
for their money.

Boston is excellent defensive-
ly, holding teams to 101.6 points 
per game during the playoffs, 
the third-best mark out of the 
remaining NBA teams (behind 

Houston and Golden State).
But the Cavaliers haven’t 

faced a team with as many 
weapons as the Celtics com-
mand. Indiana showed it 
could gouge Cleveland in more 
ways than one, and that series 
went seven games. Consider-
ing Boston has four players 
scoring 16.2 points per game 
or better through 11 playoff 
games, it’ll stretch Cleveland’s 
defense thin.

I’m not going to sit here 
and say the Boston is going 
to sweep Cleveland. But by no 
means is this next round of the 
playoffs going to be a walk in 
the park for King James.

PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Hawkeye tennis poised 
for some improvement
The future is bright for Iowa tennis, despite the Hawkeyes losing key seniors this season.
BY LAUREN JIMMERSON
lauren-jimmerson@uiowa.edu

Typically, the top singles 
players on any tennis team 
lead their squad at the No. 1 
and 2 spots in the lineup. For 
the Iowa men’s tennis team, 
you definitely have to dive 
deeper into the lineup before 
finding those key players.

This past spring, Josh Sil-
verstein was pegged as the 
top tennis player for the 
Hawkeyes, playing 37 singles 
matches at No. 1. The senior 
skated under a winning re-
cord, finishing 10-11 overall, 
3-6 in the Big Ten.

Silverstein struggled 
throughout the season and 
especially in his final match 
during the Big Ten Tourna-
ment at the Hawkeye Tennis 
Complex. He fought back 
from a first-set loss to clinch 
his match on the first day, 
but on Day 2, he couldn’t 
catch a free serve and was 
trailing Ohio State’s No. 1 
player when the match was 
clinched by the Buckeyes.

Second in line to lead 
the team was freshman Pi-
otr Smietana, who fell ex-
tremely short of grabbing a 
winning singles record. The 
Polish tennis player shone 
in his college début last fall, 
advancing to the Big Ten In-
door Championships finals 
with classmate Will Davies 
after winning three-straight 
matches. He also claimed 
three singles victories, earn-
ing himself a spot high in 
the Hawkeye lineup.

Head coach Ross Wilson 
saw something in Smietana 
that not even his six-match 
losing streak in October 2017 
could change. Since January, 

Smietana has spent most of 
his time at No. 2, and he ven-
tured to No. 3 for a couple of 
easy wins. The only times the 
freshman explored competi-
tion at No. 1, he dropped all 
five matches.

Being only a freshman and 
the potential leader for the 
Hawkeyes next season, Smiet-
ana has a lot of room and time 
for growth.

OK, yes, matchups against 
higher-ranked opponents 
should be more competitive, 
but Iowa should be winning 
more than 11 matches at No. 
1 and 2 singles in a season. 
Luckily, six other tennis play-
ers round out the lineup, sup-
porting the top players possi-
bly more than they should.

Arguably, I believe redshirt 
sophomore Kareem Allaf and 
freshman Will Davies pulled 
the most weight on the team 
this season.

Allaf finished his season 

the strongest on the squad 
with a nine-match winning 
streak. He also went unde-
feated in conference match-
es, something the tennis 
squad could use higher in 
the lineup. He made an ap-
pearance in the national 
rankings, took down two na-
tionally ranked opponents in 
singles, four in doubles.

In his second year, Allaf was 
making waves. He tied for 
fourth in single-season history 
winning 22 doubles matches 
and grabbed 23 singles victo-
ries as a freshman for ninth 
most in a single season at Io-
wa. If he can make that impact 
in the beginning of his career, 
I believe Allaf could be a valu-
able asset high in the Iowa 
lineup.

Without having the stron-
gest record to show for it, Da-
vies also made a substantial ef-
fect on the squad his first year. 
The native of England tied 

Allaf for the fourth-most dou-
bles wins in a single season 
at 22 and notched his place in 
the national doubles rankings 
alongside Smietana at No. 40. 
He also won 16 singles match-
es since January, recording a 
season-best eight consecutive 
matches.

Outside of playing quality 
tennis, Davies became a vocal 
leader for Iowa. Every meet, 
you can hear the freshman 
shouting, encouraging his 
teammates even when they 
were trailing. Even in practice, 
Davies’ voice bounced off the 
walls at the Hawkeye Tennis 
& Recreation Complex, telling 
the squad to keep a positive 
attitude.

Personally, I could see 
Allaf and Davies grabbing 
two spots high in the Hawk-
eye lineup next season. The 
squad would only continue 
to get stronger with them at 
the forefront.

Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Piotr Smietana serves during the Iowa/Creighton match at the Hawkeye Tennis & Recreation Complex on 
Feb. 16. The Hawkeyes defeated the Bluejays, 7-0.  

Does LeBron James have a 
clear path to the NBA Finals?
After sweeping the Toronto Raptors almost single-handedly, LeBron James and 
Company now play the waiting game, awaiting the winner of the Boston-Philadelphia 
series, which brings up a realistic question: Is James’ path to the NBA Finals inevitable? 

POINT/COUNTERPOINT

Phil Masturzo/Akron Beacon Journal/TNS
LeBron James looks to pass around OG Anunoby during the first quar-
ter of Game 4 against Toronto on Monday in Cleveland.

COLUMN
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Having that type of leader-
ship to offset a few young start-
ers who haven’t experienced 
the Big Ten yet will be a key.

“It’s just a game,” Wood 
said, reflecting on the advice 

she gives to younger players. 
“We’ve played some pretty big 
teams, we’re a pretty good ball-
club, so just trusting our capa-
bilities, and we’re capable of 
getting things done just as long 
as we trust the process and be-
lieve that we can do it.”

Being seniors doesn’t make 
this year different for those 
upperclassmen. They all have 

the same goal they have had in 
mind during their careers.

The first goal was to make it 
to the tournament, and now, 
it’s to play their best softball.

“All I can hope for — being 
my senior year or any year — 
is to just have a good showing 
and make it as far as we can,” 
Schmiederer said.

Notching one more regu-

lar-season win than last season, 
this team doesn’t look very dif-
ferent in the win/loss totals.

But it is.
“I think we all just have 

an understanding that we’re 
going to push each other on 
the field to be the best that we 
can be,” Schmiederer said. 
“We’re highly competitive 
with each other, and I think 

we just feed off one another, 
especially in practices and 
in games. It’s working right 
now in our team, morale is 
pretty high, and I think that 
we’re going to do some big 
things this week.”

Despite this being the se-
niors’ last run, that thought 
shouldn’t result in urgency and 
stress.

“I hope they go out and en-
joy themselves, and not put 
too much pressure on them-
selves to do more than they’re 
capable of,” head coach Marla 
Looper said. “If they go in re-
laxed, the opportunity is sit-
ting right in front of them to 
do something that they haven’t 
been able to do since they’ve 
been here.”
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BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

WADLEY
CONTINUED FROM 8

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

19 — Home runs by 
Robert Neustrom and Tyler 
Cropley

Neustrom and Cropley have 
been on a roll recently, and it 
shows in their home-run num-
bers.

  Their 19 home runs are al-
most as many as the rest of the 
team has combined (20). In 
just the past four games, the 

duo has combined for 19 hits, 
18 RBIs, and 6 home runs.

Iowa knew it would need 
people to step up and that 
power hitting would be by 
committee after the departure 
of Big Ten Player of the Year 
Jake Adams. With the tear they 
have been on, it’s clear Neus-
trom and Cropley will play a 
big role for the Hawkeyes as 
the postseason approaches.

.178 — Opponent batting 
average against Zach 
Daniels

Daniels has been exact-
ly what Iowa needed in its 
bullpen this season. With a 
team-leading ERA of 2.15 and 
5 wins on the season, tied for 
the most on the team, Daniels 
has been an absolute force on 
the mound.

He has tossed five hitless 
outings and showcased his 
ability to go long on the bump 
when he pitched 4 innings in 
Iowa’s walk-off win over then-
No. 7 Michigan on April 29 af-
ter Cole McDonald had to leave 
the game prematurely because 
of an injury.

Because of his ability to 
pitch more than one inning at 
a time and his production in 19 
appearances on the mound, if 
the Hawkeyes make it out of 
the seventh inning with a lead, 
there is a good chance they will 
win the game, which will be 
huge in the upcoming tourna-
ments.

414 — Strikeouts by 
pitching staff

Iowa is first in the Big Ten in 
total strikeouts by a huge mar-
gin. To put it in perspective, 

the next closest team — Ohio 
State — only has 356 punch-
outs as a team.

A lot of those K’s are thanks 
to Nick Allgeyer and Brady 
Schanuel. Allgeyer ranks sec-
ond in the conference with 76 
strikeouts, trailing only Indi-
ana pitcher Jonathan Stiever’s 
79. Allgeyer hasn’t had an out-
ing all season where he came 
out with fewer than 4 strike-
outs.

Schanuel, on the other 
hand, sits at No. 9 in the Big 
Ten with 62.

Before his injury, Sunday 

starter McDonald also picked 
up a big chunk of the work, 
striking out 41 opposing bat-
ters, while Daniels enters with 
39, despite pitching almost 10 
fewer innings than McDonald.

With McDonald out, Jack 
Dreyer stepped up in his first 
weekend start against Okla-
homa State on Sunday. The 
freshman left-hander gave up 
just 1 run on 2 hits against the 
12th-ranked Cowboys.

Dreyer showed potential 
to get the job done all season, 
striking out 30 in just 20.2 in-
nings of work.

DeMarco Murray used to 
be the No. 1 back in Tennes-
see, but he’s no longer with 
the Titans, opening the door 
for Derrick Henry and Dion 
Lewis … and Wadley.

The Titans split carries 
pretty evenly between Mur-
ray and Henry last year (184 to 
176, respectively), and there’s 
no reason to believe Tennes-

see won’t elect to run a back-
field-by-committee approach 
in 2018.

Many compared Wadley 
to Lewis was previously in 
New England — not an ev-
ery-down back, but a guy who 
did his damage as a passing 
threat out of the backfield.

“The Tennessee Titans may 
already have their go-to third-
down back in Dion Lewis, but 
Wadley can step in as a key 
depth piece behind Lewis, 
especially if he improves in 
pass protection and flashes 

his pass-catching talents in 
camp,” Gayle writes.

Looking at Tennessee’s 
running-back production in 
the passing game last year, 
Murray was the only rusher 
with more than 136 receiving 
yards (266 to be exact). Hen-
ry chipped in 11 catches for 
136 yards, but that’s not his 
style of play; he’s a downhill, 
punishing runner who’s great 
between the tackles, as he 
demonstrated when he won 
the Heisman Trophy at Ala-
bama.

But Henry is the only 
running back left on last 
year’s stat sheet who caught 
a pass. Granted, Lewis, who 
has caught at least 32 pass-
es in two of the past three 
seasons, will fill an immedi-
ate void left by Murray, but 
there’s plenty of opportuni-
ties for Wadley to step in as 
a situational guy.

Tennessee hired offensive 
coordinator Matt LaFleur this 
offseason after he spent the 
previous season in charge of 
the same duties with the Los 

Angeles Rams.
LaFleur’s system special-

izes in targeting running 
backs in the passing game. 
Last season, Todd Gurley (the 
Rams’ starting running back) 
was targeted 87 times — sec-
ond on the team. He led the 
team with 64 receptions and 
ranked second with 788 re-
ceiving yards.

Titan running backs caught 
50 passes last season totaling 
402 yards. Under LaFleur’s 
helm, Ram tailbacks caught 
73 passes for 841 yards (with 

Gurley accumulating a bulk of 
that production, however).

That being said, 18 percent 
(or roughly one out of every 
five attempts) of the Rams’ 
passes targeted running 
backs, and tailbacks account-
ed for 22 percent of Los Ange-
les’ completions.

Granted, Wadley is not 
Gurley by any means, but 
entering a system proven to 
featuring backs in the passing 
game bodes well for Wadley 
and his hopes to stick with an 
NFL roster.



“ It’s just a game. 

— softball 
senior Allie 

Wood said 
of Game 1 of 
the Big Ten 

Tournament 

.178

BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

 Iowa baseball is in an important part of its sched-
ule. With only two Big Ten series and one midweek 
game remaining, the season is winding down. But 

the most important parts — the Big Ten and NCAA 
Tournaments — are rapidly approaching.

  The Hawkeyes are heating up at the right 
time, and although their record doesn’t make it 
clear, they have performed well against some of 
the best competition the conference has to offer.

 Rick Heller’s squad has the potential to make 
a big run in the Big Ten Tournament for the 
second-consecutive year, and the numbers back 
it up. 

Numbers bode well
for Hellerball

BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Akrum Wadley dazzled people while at Iowa, 
especially in his final two seasons in a Hawkeye 
uniform, side-stepping and high-stepping his 
way onto highlight reels.

Many believed the running back would fall 
somewhere in the first five or six rounds of the 
NFL Draft, but Wadley never heard his name 
called. Despite this, he has the best shot out of 
any of the undrafted Hawkeyes to stick around 
with an NFL squad.

Wadley racked up more than 1,000 yards in 
each of the last two seasons at Iowa while scor-
ing 10 times on the ground and three times 

through the passing game in each season, so it’s 
not as if he doesn’t have a respectable body of 
work under his belt.

What Wadley has going for him is his elusive-
ness and productivity in the passing game. The 
NFL is a pass-first league, whether fans want to ad-
mit it or not, and Wadley’s playing style should eas-
ily mold well with just about any offensive system.

“Wadley is a bit one-dimensional given his 
small stature [5-10, 184 pounds] and under-
whelming play between the tackles, but his po-
tential as a pass-catcher is significant enough 
for him to make in impact early in his career,” 
wrote Pro Football Focus’ Austin Gayle.

SEE WADLEY, 7

Akrum Wadley — a fit 
for the Tennessee Titans
With new offensive coordinator Matt LaFleur and an edge in the 
receiving game, Akrum Wadley is poised to fit just fine in Tennessee.

Softball 
seniors reflect, 
look forward
The Big Ten Tournament is the 
ending to eight softball careers, but
that finale has the potential to come 
on Saturday instead of Thursday.
BY ANNA KAYSER
anna-kayser@uiowa.edu

Despite only winning one Big Ten series 
during the regular season, the Iowa softball 
team has the means and the confidence neces-
sary to make it far in the conference tourna-
ment this weekend.

In the regular season, Iowa took games off 
of No. 1 seed Michigan and No. 4 seed North-
western, both of which it could potentially face 
before the finals.

“I believe there’s a confidence collectively as 
a team when we have [beaten ranked teams], 
and we present ourselves as the big team that 
we are,” senior Allie Wood said. “I mean, we 
beat [Arizona State], and they’re a really big 
ball club, Baylor, all these teams. If we have a 
presence on the field and believe in our capa-
bilities, we can beat all these teams.”

A lot comes from those ranked wins. In those 
games, the defense, offense, and pitching were 
all at peak level.

Despite having a down month 
in April, the team believes that 
with a resurgence of confidence, 
it can make it far.

“I think our team believes that 
we can beat anyone on any given 
day,” senior Angela Schmiederer 
said. “We had a pretty competi-
tive series with Northwestern, 
so if we can take care of Ohio 

State first — that’s definitely our main focus, 
obviously, right now — I think we’re set up to 
have a good run.”

For the eight seniors on the squad, this will 
be their last run for the Black and Gold.

SEE SOFTBALL, 7

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Iowa running back Akrum Wadley breaks free for a touchdown run during Iowa’s game against Penn State at Kinn-
ick Stadium on Sept. 23, 2017. Penn State defeated Iowa, 21-19, on a last-second touchdown pass.
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STAT OF THE DAY

Iowa baseball pitcher Zach 
Daniels is holding opponents 
to just a .178 batting 
average this season..

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Projecting the Big Ten 
Baseball Tournament

For the Big Ten Tournament 
on May 23, only eight teams out 
of the 13 Big Ten teams advance 
to the conference tournament.

As of now, the only teams 
that are essentially locks are 
Minnesota, Michigan, and Pur-
due — all with 4 or fewer losses 
in conference play.

The race for the middle and 
final sections of the tournament 
likely won’t conclude until the 
season officially ends, barring 
certain teams losing out.

Ohio State, Illinois, Iowa, 
Indiana, Michigan State, and 
Rutgers all have anywhere 
between 7 and 11 losses in con-
ference play. A series sweep by 
a bottom team combined with 
a disappointing performance 
by one of the 7-loss clubs could 
result in major shakeup.

If the Tournament were to 
start today, here’s how the 
matchups would be set:
 
1. Minnesota
8. Michigan State
 
2. Michigan
7. Indiana
 
3. Purdue
6. Iowa
 
4. Ohio State
5. Illinois

For the Hawkeyes, who 
currently sit at sixth in the Big 
Ten, the Boilermakers are the 
only opponents ranked above 
them who they have not faced 
this season. Iowa lost a series, 
2-1, against Minnesota but won 
series against Michigan, Ohio 
State, and Illinois.

Last season, Iowa made a run 
for the ages as the 5-seed. The 
Hawkeyes won four games in 
three days to win their first-ev-
er Big Ten Tournament title.

The Big Ten Tournament’s 
format is double elimination, 
which allows for teams to lose 
only once and still remain in 
contention for the title.

The Hawkeyes have been playing well recently, and the numbers suggest the same.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Hawkeye pitcher Jack Dreyer walks back to the mound at Banks Fields on April 25. The Hawkeyes defeated the Panthers, 12-4. 

SEE BASEBALL, 7

average

”

May 9, 2015
On this day, No. 15 Iowa 

baseball smacked bor-
der-rival Minnesota, 10-2, 
at Banks Field, clinching 
the series win.

The Hawkeyes jumped 
out to an insurmountable 
lead right out of the 
gate; the Black and Gold 
scored 4 runs in both the 
first and second innings, 
leading to an 8-0 lead 
after two.

Three Hawkeyes 
finished with multi-hit 
performances. Eric 
Toole and Tyler Peyton 
each connected on 2 
hits, while Dan Potempa 
finished with a trio. 
Peyton finished with 3 
RBIs. Potempa added 4 as 
a designated hitter.

Hawkeye pitcher Blake 
Hickman earned win 
No. 8 on the season, 
allowing just 1 run in his 
6 innings on the mound. 
He scattered 5 hits while 
striking out 5 Gophers.

HAWK 
HISTORY 

101

Schmiederer
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