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A new area program aims 
to educate people about an 
energy source 93 million miles 
away.

Iowa City, along with five 
other towns, will partner with 
Johnson County to create a 
group-purchasing program 
for residential solar, Solarize 
Johnson County.

The Midwest Renewable 
Energy Association hosts the 
group, and it will use Moxie 
Solar, a solar installer of resi-
dential, commercial, and ag-
ricultural solar-power arrays 
based in North Liberty, for the 
installation.

Johnson County Sustain-
ability Coordinator Becky 
Soglin said the Renewable 
Energy Association has done 
many similar group-purchas-
ing programs in the past, such 

as one in Linn County.
“We thought it’s a great op-

portunity to take advantage of 

its expert guidance and bring 
this opportunity to Johnson 
County,” she said.

Soglin also noted the solar 

My brother, Jackson Ivan 
Prochnow, was born six days 
before Christmas in 2009 in 
my hometown of Denver. I 
was 10 years old and anxious-
ly waiting to become a sister. 
I had an infant Santa Clause 
suit waiting at home for him, 
and my only sibling quickly 
became my new fixation. As 
cliché as it might sound, my 
brother is the light of my life, 
and I have always been fierce-
ly protective of and enamored 
with him, even when he de-
cides to dress up like a minion 
just to make me suffer.

People always warn you 
about the “terrible 2s” when it 
comes to having kids, but for 
me, 2 years old is when Jack-
son’s life began to change. Be-
cause of some spots on his skin 
that had started to show up, my 
dad and stepmom took him to 
the doctor’s office to find the 
root of the problem. After this 
visit, he was diagnosed with 
neurofibromatosis.

Neurofibromatosis is a 
group of three conditions — 
NF1, NF2, and schwannom-
atosis — that causes the for-
mation of tumors throughout 
the nervous system. As the 
condition progresses from 
NF1 onward, the rarity does 
as well; 1 in 3,500 people have 
NF1, 1 in 25,000 have NF2, 
and 1 in 40,000 people have 
schwannomatosis. Jackson 
has NF1, the most common of 
the conditions.

May is Neurofibromato-
sis Awareness Month. The 
most important thing to do 
is to spread information and 
awareness of these compli-
cated conditions in order to 
remain conscious of what 
afflicted individuals experi-
ence. Having a sibling with 
such a rare condition can 
seem isolating at points, 
which makes the month even 
more important to me.

With the varying kinds of 
NF-related conditions, pa-
tients can suffer from differing 
side effects, each one with its 
own degree of severity. Some 
common problems are sco-
liosis, learning deficits, café 
au lait spots—which show up 
later than birthmarks and are 
indicators of neurofibromas 
growing beneath the skin. 
Some individuals experience 
nodules in the eyes, and, the 
biggest and scariest problem, 
the growth of benign or malig-
nant tumors.

Jackson’s scoliosis grew no-
ticeable around the time he 
finished kindergarten. You 
could easily see that his shoul-
ders were misaligned, and 
he struggled with balance at 
times. It never seemed to faze 
him. Jackson was resilient, 
bitingly funny, and carefree, 
which helped us to keep our 
feelings of worry and unease in 
perspective. Initially, Jackson 
wore a cast covering his torso 
to keep his spine from moving 
more, keeping him from any 
water-related activities for the 
majority of a year. Ultimately, 

Holes at linebacker 
may not be damning for 
Hawkeyes
Iowa has big shoes to fill at 
linebacker this season after 
Josey Jewell, Bo Bower, and Ben 
Niemann all graduated. Aaron 
Mends’ potential season-ending 
injury doesn’t help the Hawkeyes’ 
case, either, but Kirk Ferentz is 
confident that Iowa will get its 
linebacker shuffle figured out. 
Sports, 8

Survey hopes to central-
ize student knowledge 
about the local housing 
market
UISG is collecting information from 
students about their experiences 
renting off-campus housing. 
Organizers hope to compile results 
from a campus-wide survey into a 
resource to inform students about 
options when looking for rentals 
and landlords. News, 5

Iowa football might have 
the pieces to replace 
Josh Jackson
The Hawkeye secondary put on a 
show in Iowa’s open practice on 
April 20. Amani Hooker intercepted 
a pass and forced a fumble, and 
Jake Gervase also snagged a pick. 
It’s hard replacing Josh Jackson, 
but the Hawkeyes have the talent 
to do so. Sports, 8

Point/Counterpoint: 
Should gay bars provide 
color-coded wristbands 
for sexual orientation?
Two columnists tackle the 
question of whether it’s better to 
prevent awkward encounters at 
gay bars by providing color-coded 
wristbands to depict one’s sexual 
orientation, or whether this is 
problematic for places that aim to 
be a safe space for those who may 
be uncomfortable defining their 
sexuality at the door. 
Opinions, 4

A numerical approach to 
Hawkeye golf
As the Big Ten Tournament 
approaches, The Daily Iowan takes 
a deeper look at the statistics 
behind the Hawkeye golf’s success 
and shortcomings this season. 
If Iowa wants to capitalize and 
extend its postseason streak to 
10-straight years, the Hawkeyes 
need to execute their bread and 
butter. Sports, 8

Third-annual Trans Week 
of Action takes place this 
week
Upcoming events aim to increase 
awareness and spark discussions 
about the LGBTQ community, 
especially to those who may not 
know much about the community. 
This can help people learn ways 
to be a better ally to their peers 
who identify as transgender or 
nonbinary. News, 5

Officials unveil solar 
collaboration in county
Johnson County will partner with six cities to help educate residents on solar power 
and give them the opportunity to save some money on solar installation.

My 
brother, 
my love 
As Neurofibromatosis 
Awareness Month 
approaches, it’s 
important to 
recognize the 
complexities of the 
rare disease so those 
who suffer can feel 
less isolated. 

SEE SOLAR, 2
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BY CHRISTOPHER BORRO
christopher-borro@uiowa.edu

Walking into the exhibit room, indi-
viduals are met with dim lighting that 
serves a great purpose: to preserve ar-
tifacts from a pair of Iowa’s most inno-
vative minds.

Film catalogues, magic-lantern 
slides, letters, managerial reports, and 
other curios from the lives of W. Frank 
and Indiana Brinton take center stage 
in the newest special collection at the 
Main Library.

The collection, Brinton’s Famous 
Moving Pictures: The Emergence of 
Early Film in America, tells the story of 
the longest continually running movie 
theater in the world, located in Wash-
ington, Iowa, and the inventive hus-
band and wife who ran it.

“The Brinton collection [pieces] … 
are the originals,” said John Richard, 
who worked as the director of photog-
raphy for the 2017 film Saving Brinton. 
“They’re on nitrate film, an explosive 
old film type.” 

The film details Washington, Iowa, 

native Michael Zahs’ discovery and 
restoration of the long-lost Brinton 
movies. Frank and Indiana Brinton op-
erated their theater, the Graham Opera 
House, in Washington from 1897 to 
1918 before selling it.

“In the collection are all types of 
films, but they’re all short,” Richard 
said. “The longest is 12 minutes .… the 
latest films, from around 1908, are nar-
ratives with a plot … there were few of 
those in those days.”

SEE BRINTON, 2

Historical artifacts from the lives of two of Iowa’s earliest film pioneers find 
a home in the Main Library Special Collection.

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Artifacts from the Main Library’s latest exhibit “Brinton’s Famous Moving Pictures: The Emergence of Early Film in America” sit on display on 
April 23. The new exhibit tells the story of a world’s oldest movie theater, located in Washington, Iowa.

Tune in for LIVE updates
Campus and city news, weather, 
and Hawkeye sports coverage 
every day at 8:30 a.m. at 
daily-iowan.com.

From the vault of 
cinematic time
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Solar panels catch some rays outside the Johnson County Administration Building on Monday.

BY ELIANNA NOVITCH
elianna-novitch@uiowa.edu

Hira Mustafa and Heath 
Schintler will be inaugurat-
ed as the president and vice 
president  of University of 
Iowa Student Government 

on Saturday, but the certifi-
cation of their election was 
divisive between adminis-
trative and student deci-
sion-makers.

The winning SURGE 
ticket was fined $949.33 for 
spending over its allotted 

budget of $3,000, campaign-
ing early, falsifying its bud-
get, and failing to report its 
Molly’s Cupcakes and Z’mar-
ik’s promotions. Empower 
Iowa was also fined for vio-
lations of the Election Code.

The decision to fine 

SURGE for its violations 
rather than disqualify the 
ticket came from discus-
sions between the Center 
for Student Involvement 
& Leadership and Student 

SEE FINES, 5

Fallout from UISG election remains 
UISG election commissioner spoke out about the divisive certification process after 
the winning party was fined for violations.

JORDAN PROCHNOW
jordan-prochnow@uiowa.edu

COLUMN
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because his spine did end up 
moving more than it should 
have, he needed a rod inserted 
into his back, with the goal of 
aligning his spine over time us-
ing the rod.

Admittedly, the thought 
of my baby brother going in-
to surgery was frightening, 
but he remained strong and 
brave. He remarked that he 
would be like Wolverine, with 
metal in his body to make him 
strong. When going in for an 
MRI to prepare for surgery, 
he was found to have a tumor 
on his kidney’s adrenal gland, 
an indication of neuroblasto-
ma cancer. Neuroblastoma 
affects 1 in 20,000 people but 
is most commonly found in 
children ages 5 or younger. 
Thankfully, Jackson’s cancer 
was isolated and did not re-
quire additional treatment.

Having a family member, 
especially a younger sibling, 
who is sick is an experience 

that changes one’s life. I found 
out about the mass lighting up 
on Jackson’s MRI as my mom 
and I were driving to Iowa 
from Colorado for freshman 
Orientation. When I found 
out the mass was cancerous, it 
made me rethink all my plans. 
My world felt like a balloon 
punctured by a needle, quickly 
deflating around me. I was will-
ing to put everything on hold 
for my brother, to stay home 
instead of moving 900 miles 
away. Thankfully, I didn’t need 
to do so, and seeing Jackson 
wear Hawkeye gear never fails 
to make my day a little brighter.

I am extremely fortunate 
that Jackson’s symptoms are 
not so extreme or problematic 
as they could be, and I can’t be-
gin to fathom how it would feel 
if my brother were experienc-
ing more serious and complex 
aspects of his condition. The 
most complicated and fright-
ening part of NF is that the 
symptoms differ from child to 
child, which makes it difficult 
to find treatment options or, 
hopefully, a cure.

I devoted my time to finding 

out as much as I could about 
NF and resolved to inform as 
many people as I could about 
the condition.

In my research, I found 
the NF clinic at Stead Family 
Children’s Hospital is home 
to Iowa’s only NF clinic and 
is nationally recognized by 
the Children’s Tumor Foun-
dation’s NF Clinic Network. 
According to the foundation’s 
website, there are currently 
only 50 clinics that are part of 
the NF Network, designated as 
such because of “their ability 
to provide specialty care to NF 
patients and their families.”

My little brother is 8 now, a 
little boy made up of missing 
teeth, soccer jerseys, and a mop 
of curly hair without rival. He 
is reading the Percy Jackson 
books and watching the Harry 
Potter movies with my dad, as I 
did before him. I’m able to Face-
time him either before school 
or bedtime on most days, and 
our conversations are always 
filled with Hamilton songs. De-
spite his positive attitude and 
successful maintenance of NF1, 
I worry about the “what-ifs,” the 

endless possibilities of things 
that could go wrong with Jack-
son as he grows up and his NF 
progresses.

That’s life with a condition 
such as NF1, but there are al-
so millions of amazing things 
that come every day. The future 

holds both good and bad, and 
it’s our job to figure out how to 
react to them. I try to keep this in 
mind when thinking about my 
brother. Even if I wish I could 
take away any of his obstacles, I 
know that part of being a sister 
is figuring out how to best help 

him navigate the chaos.
Throughout my first year at 

The Daily Iowan, Jackson has 
asked me to write about him. 
Well, Nugget, here you go. I love 
you forever and a day, and am so 
blessed to stand by you, no mat-
ter the circumstances.

For UI sophomore Gene-
vieve Cleverley, who was em-
ployed at the Graham Opera 
House, knowing the Brin-
ton’s legacy is all in a day’s 
work. The Washington native 
worked there during the sum-
mers throughout her high-
school years.

“Our old boss used to give 
tours, and there was lots of 

old stuff in the back. It was 
always a cool historical place 
in our town, but not … real-
ly historical until recently,” 
Cleverley said.

She noted that the  the-
ater’s past came into play 
when the Oscar-winning 
2011 film  Hugo  included the 
works of early French film 
director Georges Méliès. Two 
of Méliès’ films, once thought 
lost, had been discovered by 
Michael Zahs in the Brinton 
Collection in 1981.

Six films in the exhibit are 

projected onto the walls, all 
ones that the Brintons them-
selves hosted in their theater. 
More information explains 
the history of how the Brin-
tons coped with the advent of 
World War I and how they be-
gan to show war-propaganda 
films in addition to comedies 
and dramas.

Outside is an interactive 
map with information about 
where the couple traveled as 
they showcased their mag-
ic-lantern slides and early 
films to audiences in Texas, 

Minnesota, Pennsylvania, 
and beyond.

Elizabeth Riordan, a grad-
uate assistant in UI Librar-
ies Special Collections de-
partment, helped form the 
narrative that visitors to the 
Brinton Collection can follow 
as they examine the artifacts. 
She also selected the pages 
that the massive, aged ledgers 
are flipped to to show prime 
examples of the films the 
Brintons played.

“What I love about exhibit 
is that it’s important to get 

as many color films as possi-
ble … there was always music 
playing, a lot of films were 
hand-colored, and I love it 

when it defies people’s expec-
tations,” Riordan said.

The exhibit will run 
through Aug. 3.

arrays the county has on its 
Health and Human Services 
Building, Secondary Roads 
Shop, Secondary Roads Fleet 
Maintenance Building and 
Wash Bay, and Administration 
Building. County officials want 
to give residents the same op-
portunity they had to help the 

environment and reduce costs, 
she said.

As part of the project, and 
to educate residents about 
solar, free Solar Power Hours 
will be offered starting Thurs-
day and ending Aug. 2. Each 
event will have a different lo-
cation, moving among each of 
the six partner sites.

The University of Iowa Sus-
tainability Office will host two 
of the events, on June 6 and 13. 
UI sustainability communi-

cations specialist George Mc-
Crory said office officials are 
open to anyone interested in 
the project who wants to know 
more about solar energy.

“It’s an outreach activity … 
showing that we’re commit-
ted to these types of projects,” 
he said.

Solar power has become 
a feature on some of the UI 
buildings, such as the Sea-
mans Center Annex Building 
and the Cambus barn. McCro-

ry said solar is an unlimited 
power supply, and for resi-
dents, it helps homes become 
more self-sufficient.

Amy Foster, the stormwater 
coordinator for Coralville, said 
the Midwest Renewable Ener-
gy Association and the installer 
will be at the events to educate 
people on solar and answer any 
questions they might have. Res-
idents will also have the chance 
to sign up for a free estimate for 
their residences.

Foster said the group ap-
proach to solar will help save 
residents money in a couple 
different ways. By only using 
one installer, labor costs will be 
lowered, and buying in bulk al-
ways saves money. She said she 
hopes for a quick turnaround 
on installment.

“The hope is to be able to 
provide a little bit lower cost 
system for residents by doing 
this collaborative approach to 
installing solar,” she said.

Solar won’t work on every 
property, and homes usually ar-
en’t able to use solar as their on-
ly source of power, Soglin said, 
but it will still make a difference 
for both the environment and 
people’s wallets.

“Supporting renewable en-
ergy is always an important 
thing, but the main reason I 
think we’re going with this 
program is to reduce costs for 
these residential installations,” 
Foster said.
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UI students Michaela Niles (left) and Nicole Toppin study for finals at Prairie Lights on Monday. “This place has really good coffee. It’s nice to relax 
before we take our exams,” Niles said.
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The transformative power of philanthropy

That was the Week That Was 
James Comey.

Apparently.
More than the substance of 

what he had to say was the spec-
tacle that has become Comey 
going, and being, everywhere. 
All the news media, all the social 
media, all the media we didn’t 
now existed yet.

The Comey phenomenon be-
came more pervasive than air. 
You’d think that Comey was Be-
yoncé taking Coachella by storm 
or something else important.

You know, something that 
the entire weight of the Re-
public rests upon. (Beyoncé, 
not Comey.)

I’m going too far, you say? 
Well, according to well-placed 
sources, signals-intelligence 
has picked up voices from the 
moons of Jupiter, and they’re 
all wondering if every hu-
man being on Planet Earth is 
named Comey.

Soon, no doubt, Comey 
mania will reach the pinnacle 
of human life as we know it: 
Comey’s voice on their voice-
mail will become the prize for 
contestants on “Wait, Wait, 
Don’t Tell Me.”

Meanwhile, at less lofty 
heights, you’ll notice that as 
soon as Wall Street started 
playing whoopsie-doodle, 
patty-cake, patty-cake with 
the stock market, the Trump-
ster stopped bragging about 
how well the stock market 
was doing. And bragging 
about what they said about 
the U.S. economy.

There’s a lesson to be learned 
here: If the Trumpster can’t 
brag about it, and, more impor-
tantly, take all the credit for it, 

it (whatever it might be) didn’t 
happen. That’s the definition of 
Fake News in the Trumpiverse.

Another lesson is, often, the 
stock markets don’t have a lot 
to say about the U.S. economy. 
They have a lot to say about 
what certain algorithms have 
to say about making money. Or 
not losing money.

Some years back, the U.S. had 
the chance to see to see what Al 
Gore rhythms would do with 
the economy and the rest of the 
country, for that matter. And Al 
Gore rhythms did win the pop-
ular vote for president. But W. 
Bush won the vote that count-
ed — on the Supreme Court — 
and thus the Electoral College, 
the other vote that counts.

Funny thing about all that. 
The last two Republican pres-
idents, in their first run for 
the presidency, lost the popu-
lar vote but took the Elector-
al College. And the Electoral 
College is a lingering, rum-
pled, rusty decrepit vestige of 
the 18th century.

That College was a sop to 
the Southern states back in the 
Middle Ages when the Con-
stitution was being written. 
If the president were elected 
by popular vote, the North-
ern candidate would always 
win easily, and at some point 
back then, slavery would be 
abolished. But with the mag-
ic of the Electoral College, a 
Southern, slave-owning per-
son could become president. 
And indeed, five of the first 
presidents were slave-owning 
Southerners. Quite the legacy 
those Founding Fathers have. 
You can understand why we 
revere them so.

And, in case you missed it, 
the Trumpster will hold his 
first State Dinner of his admin-
istration, which is some kind 
of great big to-do deal, even if 
James Comey won’t be there.

However, the Trumpster, 
appaently, has given the cold 
shoulder to Democrats and 
news media for that first state 
dinner, with French President 

Emmanuel Macron.
Well, that’s OK. Who really 

wants to go to a fancy to-do 
dinner with a host whose no-
tion of fine beverages con-
sists of 17,000 cans of Diet 
Coke a day?

Not to insult the drinkers of 
Diet Coke, or, for that matter, 
the fine makers of the bever-

age, but I’m pretty sure I’ve 
never heard of any fine vin-
tages of Diet Coke. I mean, in 
this world you’re not all that 
likely to stumble across any 
Diet Coke Grand Cru. Chateau 
Coca-Cola has quite reached 
that yet.

But just wait until James 
Comey discovers Diet Coke.

As a student who great-
ly benefitted from financial 
aid, I can attest to the trans-
formational power of philan-
thropy. While I am grateful 
for the support I received as 
an undergraduate, I wish I 
had known more about the 
source of the funding that 
helped me complete my de-
gree with less debt and made 
it possible for me to attend 
graduate school. At the time, 
I didn’t understand private 
donations and the direct im-
pact they had on me.

In the years since I grad-
uated, colleges and univer-
sities have done a better job 
of educating students and 

faculty about the sources 
of their awards. In some 
cases, scholarship and fel-
lowship recipients have the 
opportunity to meet the 
donors whose kind support 
brought these awards to 
fruition. These connections 
are powerful. In my experi-
ence, it brings donors great 
joy to meet those affected 
by their generosity and to 
hear their stories.  

University of Iowa stu-
dents, faculty, and staff 
benefit daily from private 
donations made by faith-
ful UI alumni and friends. 
As state funding decreases, 
these acts of generosity will 

become even more import-
ant to sustain student suc-
cess. There is no limit to the 
significant role philanthropy 

plays on our campus. Look 
at the names on buildings, 
classrooms, and programs. 

Many of those names belong 
to contributors. Without 
their donations, our campus 
would look very different. 

In celebration of philan-
thropy at the UI, I encourage 
you to pause for a moment 

the next time you see a do-
nor wall, an inscribed brick, 
or a plaque on a bench. Re-
member that behind the 
name is a story that involves 
a passion for Iowa and the 
desire to help the university 
be a top-tier public institu-
tion that educates our future 
leaders. If you are a student 
who receives private scholar-
ship money, ask your college 
or department for more in-
formation about your fund-
ing, and consider sending a 
sincere note of thanks if you 
haven’t already. To celebrate 
Phil’s Day on Thursday, April 
26, stop by one of the various 
locations on campus (listed 

at PhilWasHere.org) from 11 
a.m.–1 p.m. to sign a thank-
you postcard to a donor. 

To those of you who make 
the UI a part of your philan-
thropy, thank you. Thank you 
for giving your time, talents, 
and treasure to this great uni-
versity. Thank you for recog-
nizing how extraordinary our 
students are and making it 
possible for them to achieve 
their dreams. Thank you for 
ensuring the UI can continue 
to serve our state, our coun-
try, and our world. 

— Melissa Shivers
Vice President for Student Life

University of Iowa
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It’s nice to know that in times of great crisis, you can always Comey home.
Process the trust & other tales from Diet Coke

BEAU ELLIOT
beauelliot@gmail.com

Ambiguity about sexual orientation at gay clubs, such as Studio 13, can lead to awkward encounters. Optional identifiers could 
be a solution, but they also potentially create new problems. 

Would optional sexuality-defining wristbands 
improve interactions at gay bars in Iowa City?

Optional wristbands could 
alleviate confusion

As a man who both works as 
a bouncer and traverses the bar 
scene quite often, a problem I see 
a lot is when people are upset be-
cause they are hit on by people they 
are not sexually attracted to.

While I don’t encounter this 
problem a lot as a bisexual man, 
I have of friends who say that 
this fact alone makes the bars 

uncomfortable them.
For example, gay women in-

form me that they hate when 
straight men hit on them. And that 
goes both ways; a gay man once 
told me he never approaches other 
men at the bar because he doesn’t 
know if they are gay or straight.

I found a solution to this prob-
lem after attending a leather 
subculture event. At the event, 
individuals wore handkerchiefs 
that described what kind of sexual 
activities and roles they enjoyed. It 
was completely optional, but it was 
a good way of alleviating that first 
awkward conversation and helped 
individuals to find people with 
compatible interests.

I thought that this technique 
could be implemented in every-
day gay-bar culture. Most bars 
already make people wear wrist-
bands to get in and out of bars, 

so all they would need to do is 
color coordinate them to signify 
a person’s interest.

The different wristbands 
could signify if a person is single 
or partnered, straight or on the 
LGBTQ+ spectrum, and other 
preferences as well, such as if 
they’re open to flirting.

While it definitely should not 
be required for everyone, this ap-
proach would be helpful for those 
who want it. 

Wristbands depicting 
sexuality are problematic

A consistent occurrence 
at gay clubs or bars is the 
question of sexual orienta-
tion. While some may think 
this is awkward or uncom-
fortable, I think it is normal 
and something everyone 
should experience or grap-
ple with. People can either 
agree to dance or talk with 
you, or they can say they’re 
not interested. Some have 
come up with solutions, 
though, such as the leather 
subculture — a culture that 
designates certain styles of 
dress around sexual activi-
ties and fetishes to distin-
guish themselves from other 
mainstream sexual cultures.

While I respect this sub-

culture’s aim to make things 
less awkward for those want-
ing to establish a relation-
ship with another, whether 
that be sexual or not, I also 
think it is unnecessary for 
gay clubs and bars.

By implementing a stan-
dard for individuals at a club 
or bar to wear wristbands 
symbolizing their sexual-
ity, these establishments 
can pressure people to out 
or label themselves. This 
standard would ultimately 
be more uncomfortable for 
people to be pressured into, 
rather than dealing with the 
direct question of if they’re 
interested or not. Even if 
the wristbands were made 
to be an optional clothing 
accessory, those not wearing 
them might feel self-con-

scious and anxious about 
their lack of identification; 
this could encourage them 
to avoid going out to a spe-
cific club or mingling with 
others in that community.

Some people might not 
be ready to label themselves 
just yet, while others might 
not even know what label 
they want, if any. Despite 
good intentions of the leath-
er subculture to eliminate 
so-called “awkward” encoun-
ters, this idea should not be 
applied to gay clubs and bars. 
Implementing sexuality-de-
fining wristbands at a place 
where everyone is supposed 
to feel welcome could be not 
only be uncomfortable but 
also harmful to a person’s 
self-image, inducing anxiety 
from the pressure of labels.

Olivier Douliery/Abaca Press/TNS
Former FBI Director James Comey testifies during a U.S. Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence hearing on June 8, 2017, on Capitol Hill.

POINT/COUNTERPOINT

NICHOLE SHAW
nichole-shaw@uiowa.edu

WYLLIAM SMITH 
wylliam-smith@uiowa.edu

‘Remember that behind the name is a 
story that involves a passion for Iowa 

and the desire to help the university be a 
top-tier public institution that educates 

our future leaders ..’.



Elections Commissioner Jo-
hanna Hetherington.

Hetherington said she ad-
vocated for disqualification 
of SURGE on the grounds of 
fines and the falsified budget. 
She said she appreciated the 
guidance of the Student In-
volvement Center, an admin-
istrative department that fa-
cilitates student organizations, 
activities, and services, but did 
get uncomfortable with the de-
cisions being made.

“There were definitely times 
during the election period and 
certification period where I 
felt uncomfortable in [the cen-
ter’s] rule, just because I felt 
like maybe this was getting 
too far away from the stu-
dents themselves and maybe 
things were becoming more of 
an administration’s decision,” 
Hetherington said.

The UISG Elections Code 
states disqualification may be 
considered if a ticket accumu-
lates more than $1,000 in fines 
— just $50.67 more than what 
SURGE accumulated.

The fines come after the 
Student Judicial Court found 
the ticket responsible for falsi-
fying its campaign budget and 
found the party did not report 
the fair market value of its 
photographer, Mary Mathis, 
in accordance with the Elec-
tions Code.

“We just want everybody to 
run a fair campaign and abide 
by the Election Code because 
it’s there for a reason,” said 
Chief Justice of the Student 
Judicial Court Adelaide Zwick 
said. “It’s ideally to create great 
equity among all the tickets.”

Mustafa said she and 
Schintler are excited to see 

the certification of the elec-
tions and are thankful for ev-
eryone’s patience throughout 
the process.

“While only a week until 
the official start of our ad-
ministration, we’ve spent our 
time diving into transitions 
to prepare us to lead the stu-
dent government,” Mustafa 
said. “Our administration is 
dedicated to leaving any par-
tisan disputes in the past and 
leaning in and engaging with 
all members of UISG and the 
University of Iowa communi-
ty to represent and advocate 
for the undergraduate stu-
dent body.”

Empower Iowa was fined 
$100 for a violation of univer-
sity policy.

“Basically, what that means 
in effect is it says in the Elec-
tion Code that you cannot do 
campaigning in UISG spaces 
such as Senate sessions,” Em-
power Iowa presidential can-
didate Ben Nelson said. “Some 
of our members who were al-
ready in student government 
forgot to take off their phone 
cases that had Empower Iowa 
stickers on the backs.”

Nelson said his party chose 
not to fight the fines and ac-
cepted them.

Hetherington said all the 
concerns raised regarding this 
year’s election are valid, and she 
urged everyone to keep reach-
ing out with their feedback, 
both positive and negative.

“Now that the election’s 
over and things have been 
certified, that doesn’t negate 
people’s ability to still speak 
their minds about this,” Het-
herington said. “Legislation 
about election reform is 
bound to happen, and I think 
it’s really important for stu-
dents to give their opinions … 
because it’s about the students 
and student voices.”
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BY AADIT TAMBE
aadit-tambe@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa 
Trans Alliance kicked off its 
third-annual Trans Week of 
Action, a week of events aimed 
at creating a more inclusive 
community supporting trans-
gender individuals on campus.

Trans Alliance is organiz-
ing four events from Monday 
through Thursday to create 
awareness about the transgen-
der community and make sure 
allies are better informed.

“It is a week about actions 
being taken and being sup-
portive from outside the 
community informing people 
about trans issues,” said Sean 
Finn, a former president of the 
Trans Alliance.

The week is important to 

build community and for 
trans people to connect and 
with allies and feel support-
ed, he said.

“It is a really good way for 
allies of the transgender com-
munity to learn more and sup-
port individuals and the com-
munity at large,” said Andrew 
Crowley, the president of the 
Trans Alliance.

He stressed the impor-
tance of creating events that 
are inclusive for all on cam-
pus, and Trans Week of Ac-
tion is no exception.

“This week is important be-
cause it creates awareness and 
education, [and] encourages 
people who don’t have a lot of 
knowledge to learn about dif-
ferent things and take action 
and educate others in easy 
ways,” said Dawn Bates, an 

adviser for Trans Alliance and 
an embedded staff therapist at 
Residence Education.

The week’s events kicked 
off on Monday with Action 
Stations, an event at the 
Wesley Center designed 
to educate allies and make 
them aware about the com-
munity by holding discus-
sions about pronouns and 
nonbinary identities.

Today’s event, Game Night 
Social, will take place at the 
LGBTQ Resource Center and 
provide a laid-back atmo-
sphere that strives for commu-
nity building, Crowley said.

Trans Alliance will co-host 
an event along with One Io-
wa Action to support LGBTQ 
Iowans and allies to speak 
publicly and start mean-
ingful dialogues about the 

LGBTQ community. It will 
take place on Wednesday in 
the IMU.

The Trans Week of Action 
will end on Thursday with 
Student Educational, an 
information session about 
transgender and nonbinary 
identities and ways to be-
come a better ally.

“There are a lot more stu-
dents who identify as trans-
gender, gender-fluid, and 
agender on campus who may 
experience discrimination 
or experiences consequenc-
es like being misgendered,” 
Bates said.

It is important to raise 
awareness and make people 
feel they are a part of the 
campus community, Crowley 
said. Events like these help in 
creating a fostering a feeling 

of inclusion and acceptance.
The events are aimed at 

creating awareness and a 

more inclusive climate, Finn 
said. Individuals of all gen-
ders are welcome.

BY ANDY MITCHELL
andrew-mitchell@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa Stu-
dent Government is taking 
a new initiative into its own 
hands to educate students 
about off-campus housing.

With the help of cam-
pus political organizations, 
UISG circulated a survey via 
mass email for student ten-
ants to evaluate their living 
situations.

UISG city liaison Ben Nel-
son said data compiled in the 
surveys would be turned into 
an accessible report and pub-
lished for UI students in the 
upcoming fall. He said a lot 
of the impetus was the lack of 
information students have re-
garding rentals and landlords.

“I’m really excited, I think 
it’s a good step forward,” 
Nelson said. “It’s a resource 
that students need even if 
they don’t necessarily think 
they need it.”

UISG deputy city liaison 
Gustave Stewart said the 
idea came from the Housing 
Task Force, following in the 
footsteps of Ohio State’s stu-
dent government.

At Ohio State, the under-
graduate student govern-
ment put together a Renter’s 
Guide that documents by 

property the leasing process, 
monthly rent, and average 
monthly utilities.

Nelson said that generally 
speaking, UI students lack 
information when they’re 
looking for off-campus hous-
ing for the first time. He re-
called signing a lease in the 
fall semester of his freshman 
year and did not have much 
information to work with. 
The knowledge he had about 
the apartment complex he 
lived at his sophomore year 
came from word of mouth 
from his friends.

“Some students have a 
hard time knowing where 
their classes are right away, 
let alone what the environ-
ment is around campus,” 
Nelson said.

Third-year student Lia-
na Salgado said she and her 
friends felt pressure to find 
housing off-campus, espe-
cially after October. They 
were almost desperate to 
find a place, she said. They 
relied primarily on an Iowa 
City message board in their 
search.

“We didn’t know exactly 
what was going on,” Salgado 
said. “We mostly went off of 
gossip and heard from peo-
ple we knew.”

An additional motivation 

for the survey is to have an 
accountability mechanism 
for local landlords. Nelson 
said a ranking system would 
help keep them in check.

“We’re trying to make 
landlords have that account-
ability,” Stewart said.  “When 
you’re looking to go off-cam-
pus, generally not many peo-
ple know what’s out there, 
what landlords are doing 
good and bad.”

As of Monday morning, 
460 people had responded 
to the survey. Stewart said 
that at this point, the survey 
would be like a pilot pro-
gram, and they wanted to 
improve upon it to make a 
continual event.

“When we publish it in the 
fall, we’ll look at how the sur-

vey went well and not so well 
and update it for next time,” 
Stewart said. “We’re con-
stantly getting the updated 
information.”

The survey and eventual 
periodical is a part of a great-
er initiative for students in 

off-campus housing. The 
Off-Campus Housing Advi-
sory Board has helped build 
organizations including the 
neighborhood ambassador 
program, which has student 
liaisons for campus and local 
neighborhood groups.

“There are not many re-
sources for off-campus hous-
ing, but there has been some 
progress,” Stewart said.

Project aims to inform renters
UISG gathers infomation for a wealth of knowledge on the off-campus housing ecosystem.

Opening up to Trans-ition on campus
In the Trans Week of Action, the UI Trans Alliance will hold events open to the public and free in an attempt to create a more 
inclusive atmosphere on campus.

FINES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
An attendee looks at a sign during Action Stations for UI Trans Week of Ac-
tion at the Wesley Center on Monday. Members of the UI Trans Alliance talked 
with the public about various issues that affect the trans community. 
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Ojemudia racked up starts 
throughout last season, includ-
ing an 8-tackle performance 
at Michigan State and 6-tackle 
showing against Illinois.

Hankins, on the other hand, 
was one of 10 true freshmen to 
see action. He impressed the 
coaching staff enough to start his 
first game in the regular-season 
finale against Nebraska, where 
he broke up a pass, as the defense 
allowed just 267 total yards.

He earned the starting nod 
in the Pinstripe Bowl against 
Boston College as well, rack-
ing up a career-high 7 tackles 
in his chance.

After coming on strong in an 
upset win over Michigan in 2016, 
Rugamba cooled off in 2017, los-
ing a starting spot that Ojemudia 
and Hankins took advantage of.

“I think it’s a challenge as a true 
freshman to come in and play 
against Michigan and having a 
great year, and a lot of people pat-
ting you on the back, and I think 
maybe he might have lost his 
focus a little bit, not as detailed, 
maybe not as much of a time 

commitment,” defensive coordi-
nator Phil Parker said.

Still, the cornerbacks are more 
plentiful than they were at this 
point last season following the de-
partures of King and Greg Mabin.

While they have been incon-
sistent at times, the spring sea-
son gave the Hawkeyes a chance 
to improve on the weaker parts 
of their games, and the second-
ary impressed observers in the 
team’s open practice on April 
20, forcing 3 early turnovers 
against the starting offense.

“I think we’re coming along 
pretty good,” Ojemudia said. 
“We’re a little bit younger in 

terms of field experience, but I 
think we’ve gotten a lot better 
because we’ve gotten a lot better 
during the spring.”

Behind the cornerbacks, the 
safeties also have a three- to 
four-man rotation that boosts 
the depth. Amani Hooker, Jake 
Gervase, Geno Stone, and Bran-
don Snyder have all impressed 
people at different times 
throughout their tenures.

Hooker set himself up for 
success last season, earning a 
starting spot. He carried his 
momentum into the spring, 
where he had a phenomenal 
open practice. The Minneapolis 

native started the night off with 
a pick before forcing a fumble 
and tipping a Nate Stanley pass 
into the arms of Gervase.

Gervase started last season 
as a reserve behind Miles Tay-
lor, then overtook the senior as 
the season progressed. Hooker 
then earned his place over Ger-
vase, but Snyder’s torn ACL put 
him back in the starting lineup. 
Gervase took advantage, picking 
off 3 passes, and he had at least 6 
tackles in seven games.

Stone was one of 10 true fresh-
men to see action and made the 
most of his time, intercepting a 
pass and earning the Next Man 

In Award on special teams.
Snyder has battled injuries 

recently, tearing the same ACL 
twice in a year’s span. When 
healthy, he can be a force, evi-
denced by his Pick-6 against Illi-
nois in his only game of 2017.

Snyder’s absence has opened 
the door for others, and when 
he comes back, it will be an 
even deeper group.

“We’ve got some good depth,” 
Gervase said. “If there’s a rotation, 
if there’s not, whoever’s in there 
is going to do his job. As long as 
we’re on the same page and exe-
cuting our game plan, we’re just 
going to try to win ballgames.”

SECONDARY
CONTINUED FROM 8

“The more the guys under-
stand the game of football at 
any position … the more you 
can help out each other, the 
guys that are playing next to 
you, and that’s our goal — to 
make sure that everybody 
knows what’s going on every 
play, on every snap,” he said. 
“You have to let the guys know 
next to you what you’re doing. 
But you can’t do that unless 
you know what’s going on on 
the defense.”

Ferentz praised the line-
backers, despite the news on 
Mends, noting that the group 
has made progress in the limit-
ed action in the spring.

Amani Jones was an indi-
vidual Ferentz had high hopes 
for; the coach said the Chica-
go native has “done some re-
ally good things” so far in his 
duties with the first team.

Jones, the current owner of 
the best squat-weight on the 
football team, caught Ferentz’s 
eye when Mike Barry, a long-
time football coach, brought his 
name up at a football clinic.

“He grabbed me … and said, 
you guys are nuts if you don’t 

look at this guy,” Ferentz said. 
“The first time you meet Ama-
ni, there’s something about the 
guy, and he loves the game, and 
he’s appreciative of the oppor-
tunities that are in front of him 
right now. I’m talking about the 
whole package, being here in 
school … Now the trick is, can he 
convert it into every down play-
ing out there. But he’s made a 
lot of progress this spring.”

Iowa rolled with a starting 
trio consisting of Nick Nie-
mann, Jones, and Kristian 
Welch in its spring practice, 
but as Niemann said after the 
final practice, the starters are 
hardly set in stone.

“Competition is going to go 
through the fall,” Niemann said. 
“No job is secure yet for any of us.”

LINEBACKERS
CONTINUED FROM 8



BY JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

Finals are right around the corner at 
the University of Iowa, which means 
the golf season is on the back nine.

The women turned in their score cards 
this weekend for the final time after fin-
ishing 12th in the Big Ten Champion-
ships, while the men prepare for their Big 
Ten Championships this weekend.

With the men preparing for their 
conference showdown, hoping to 
stretch their NCAA regional appear-
ance streak to a full decade, now 
seems like an appropriate time to 
see what the numbers say about the 
Hawkeyes’ strengths and weaknesses.

Strength: Alex Schaake
For the men, one thing — or, rath-

er, one golfer — seems to be the cata-
lyst for Iowa’s success: Alex Schaake.

All season, fall and spring, the suc-
cess of the Hawkeyes rested on the 
clubs of Schaake.

In the 10 tournaments Iowa com-
peted in as a team, it finished in the 
top half of the competition five times. 
Each and every one of those matches 
had one thing in common: Schaake 
finishing in the top six.

More evidence that this was in-
dicative of a trend was that those 
five times were also the only times 
Schaake had top-six finishes.

Problem: Final Round
One problem the men seem to 

have is the final round of tourna-
ments. While the strong finish at 
the Kepler Invitational last week is 
promising, it hasn’t been the norm 
for the Hawkeyes.

In the first two rounds, they aver-
age around 290 swings per round. In 
the final round, the Hawkeyes add an 
extra 2 strokes to their score.

Two strokes may not seem like a 
large difference, but in close tour-
naments, 2 strokes can make a 
world of a difference.

Take the Windon Memorial during 
the fall season for example. Iowa en-
tered the third round in second place, 
but after a dismal final round, the 
Hawkeyes wound up seventh.

While 2 strokes wouldn’t have 
made up for the poor performance in 
the final round, 2 fewer strokes would 

have put the Hawkeyes tied for fifth, 
always better than seventh.

Secret Weapon: Benton Weinberg
There’s no doubt whether Mat-

thew Walker and Schaake have been 
a substantial one-two punch for the 
Hawkeyes this season.

One golfer who may have gotten 
lost behind their golf bags, however, 
is sophomore Benton Weinberg.

Schaake (71.56) and Walker (73) have 
the best and second-best averages on 
the season, but right behind Walker is 
Weinberg with an average of 73.7.

He is also third on the team with sev-
en rounds at or below par this season.

He may only have one top-20 
finish this season, which puts him 
fourth on the team, but that’s be-
cause he’s been consistent.

In order for the Hawkeyes to be 
successful this upcoming weekend 
at the Big Ten tourney, they’re go-
ing to need Schaake and Walker 
to be at their best, but they’re also 
going to need another solid perfor-
mance from Weinberg.

The Big Ten Championships 
will be played in Baltimore Friday 
through April 29.

BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

You get the point — Iowa’s linebacking corps 
has some big shoes to fill this season, and that 
void just got larger once Iowa announced that 
presumed starter Aaron Mends would miss con-
siderable time because of a significant knee inju-
ry suffered only two days prior to the Hawkeyes’ 
open spring practice.

Head coach Kirk Ferentz tabbed Mends’ poten-
tial-season-ending injury as a “damper” on spring 
ball, and he sounded doubtful whether the senior 
would make a comeback at any point in 2018.

But football is a game of next man up, and that’s 
exactly what Iowa has done. Nate Stanley succeeded 
C.J. Beathard, a two-year starter who put together a 
21-7 record and etched his name into Hawkeye his-
tory with one of the best statistical seasons produced 
by an Iowa passer.

Josh Jackson, who will likely hear his name 
called in the first round of the NFL Draft later 
this week, turned out to be a perfect replacement 
for defensive back Desmond King, a Jim Thorpe 
Award winner in 2015.

“Well, it’s always hard to replace three guys who 
played a lot of football here and had a lot of starts in 
between them,” defensive coordinator Phil Parker 
said during a press conference on April 17.

Losing three first-unit Hawkeyes and another 
potential starter to a long-term injury leaves the 
door wide open for the other linebackers — none of 
which with any sort of significant playing time on 
their respective résumés.

Regardless of the skills the next Hawkeyes up 
bring to the table, the biggest benchmark for Parker 
is whether the players can pick up on the schemes 
and read the offense up to speed.

Hawkeyes sending 
seven to Wrestling 
Championships

Iowa wrestling will send seven 
Hawkeyes to the U.S. Open Wres-
tling Championships in Las Vegas 
this weekend, starting on Friday.

Sophomore Jeremiah Moody 
and freshmen Zach Axmear, Con-
nor Corbin, Aaron Costello, Max 
Murin, Jacob Warner, and Myles 
Wilson will head to the event.

The event 
features U.S. 
wrestlers in 
the United 
World Wrestling 
17- to 20-year-
old age group, 
according to a 
release.

The wres-
tlers who crack the top-eight 
at the Wrestling Championships 
will have a shot at the 2018 
Junior Freestyle World Team 
Trials in Minnesota May 18-19.

Wrestling begins on April 27 
at 11 a.m. The semifinals begin 
the next day at 11 a.m. Finals 
begin that same day at 12:30 
p.m.

The championships will be 
streamed on FloWrestling.

Next man up for 
Hawkeye football

BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

Replacing players is natural in college football, but it 
is never easy to do, especially when that player leads the 
country with 8 interceptions and 26 passes defended.

But that is exactly what Iowa has to do with Josh 
Jackson. Jackson’s departure to the NFL — where he will 
likely hear his name called in the first round on Thurs-
day — leaves the Hawkeyes with a big void inh its sec-
ondary that had been filled by All-Americans Desmond 
King and Jackson in back-to-back seasons.

The depth is promising, though. With Manny Ru-
gamba moving to the nickel and in the two-deep in the 
base defense, Michael Ojemudia and Matt Hankins are 
slated to start at cornerback.

Teeing off into Iowa golf numbers
A look at some strengths and weaknesses for the Hawkeye golfers heading into the Big Ten 
Championships this weekend.

SEE LINEBACKERS, 7
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In every meet the Iowa men’s 
golf finished in the top half 
of the final standings, Alex 
Schaake finished in the top-
six individually.

“I’m still mad about 
Drew Ott, just for 
the record. I’m still 
mad about that. I’m 
for young people, 
and I’m all for the 
guys that have 
gotten six years. 
Drew Ott totally got 
the short end of the 
stick. One of these 
days I’ll quit talking 
about that. One of 
these days.

— football head 
coach Kirk 

Ferentz on how 
the NCAA han-

dled former 
Hawkeye
 Drew Ott

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Amani Hooker (27) and Matt Hankins (8) sack Boston College quarterback Darius Wade (4) during the Pinstripe Bowl in Yankee Stadium on Dec. 27, 2017. The Hawkeyes won, 27-20.

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Alex Schaake drives during a tournament at the Cedar Rapids Country Club on Sept. 19, 2017.

BIG TEN BASEBALL AWARDS

Player of the Week
Jonathan Engelmann, Michigan
• Trio of multi-hit games 
against Penn State in three 
wins
• 6 RBIs, 6 hits, and 6 runs with 
a .545 batting average on the 
week
 
Pitcher of the Week
Ross Learnard, Purdue
• Closed all four Boilermaker 
wins last week
• 1 win, 3 saves
• Retired 18 of 22 batters 
faced and 6 strikeouts; is on a 
19-scoreless-inning streak
 
Freshman of the Week
Jesse Franklin, Michigan
• 7 RBIs, 2 home runs, 5 hits, 
and 7 runs in three wins
• Three games with at least 1 hit
• .385 batting average

top

Josey Jewell? Gone. Ben Niemann? Gone. Bo Bower? Gone as well. Replacing an All-American is 
easier said than done.

BIG TEN SOFTBALL AWARDS

Player/Freshman of the 
Week
Maddie Westmoreland, Indiana
• .636 batting average in four 
games
• 2 home runs, 11 RBIs, 3 runs
• 3-for-3, 5 RBIs, 1 home run in 
one game against Penn State
 
Co-Pitcher of the Week
Tara Trainer, Indiana
• 3-1 record with two shutouts
• 0.82 ERA, 21 strikeouts, only 
allowed 5 hits
• Threw her second career 
no-hitter in series finale 
against Penn State
 
Co-Pitcher of the Week
Amber Fiser, Minnesota
• 3-0 record, 0.43 ERA, 15 strike-
outs in sweep over Nebraska
• 7 strikeouts in series finale
• Before giving up a run in the 
finale, her streak of innings 
without an earned run grew 
to 26.1

individually

Moody
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