
BY CHRISTOPHER BORRO
christopher-borro@uiowa.edu

The plight of the pangolin, an animal that is 
among the most-trafficked on Earth, is among the 
exhibits encountered at the University of Iowa’s Mo-
bile Museum, which is launching its fifth season of 
statewide tours.

“We travel all over the state. We go to schools, 
fairs, festivals … anything and everything,” said J.C. 

Gillett, the Mobile Museum education and outreach 
coordinator.

The museum rides on a Winnebago bus that trav-
els on a request-based schedule. Iowa schools and 
other organizations need only fill out a free online 
form to have the museum visit them.

The museum tours from April 1 to Oct. 31, when 
the weather is most cooperative.

BY BROOKLYN DRAISEY
brooklyn-draisey@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa Environmental Coalition is 
celebrating Earth Month by encouraging the commu-
nity to get involved in saving the Earth.

Throughout April, the Environmental Coalition will 
put on different events to get students involved in en-
vironmentalism and sustainability.

Today’s event is a reusable bag exchange. People are 
encouraged to bring their plastic bags to the Pedestri-
an Mall from 10 a.m. to noon and exchange them fpr 
reusable bags made by the 100 Grannies, a group of 
women whose mission is to educate and advocate for a 
healthy environment for future generations.

100 Grannies member Becky Ross said the group 
has collaborated with the Environmental Coalition in 
the past for the event. The women provide reusable 
bags and the materials for pe ple to make their own if 
they want, and the plastics bags will be donated to the 
North Liberty Community Pantry.

“Not many people think about plastic bags; it seems 
like a trivial thing, but plastic never 
biodegrades, it just stays plastic for-
ever …” she said. “We decided that 
this was something we could work 
on here.”

Environmental Coalition 
Co-President Eden DeWald said 
this is one of the many traditional 
events the group hosts throughout 
Earth Month. Another is the Earth 

Month benefit concert on April 28. The money raised 

Kinky Boots struts into 
Hancher
Red stiletto boots are the 
backbone of the musical, 
bringing together characters 
for a true story about the owner 
of a struggling shoe factory 
and a drag queen entertainer. 
The musical is intended to be 
relatable, thoughtful, and fun, 
making audience members want 
to dance and sing along.
80 HOURS

Iowa baseball smacks 
Coe behind Elion’s cycle
In the span of one week, 
Lorenzo Elion appeared on 
“SportsCenter” Top-10 Plays and 
hit for the cycle. The Kirkwood 
transfer was unstoppable in 
Iowa’s 16-1 win over Coe College, 
tying the school record for hits 
in a game, while going 5-for-6 
with 2 home runs and 6 RBIs. 
Sports, 6A

Faculty resignations 
on the rise, largely for 
better salaries
The state Board of Regents is 
looking for ways to stay com-
petitive as nonclinical faculty 
continue to leave for other 
universities. A questionnaire 
revealed that compensation is 
the lowest area of satisfaction 
for faculty, despite improving 
faculty pay being a top priority 
for the UI. News, 2A

Softball has tough Big 
Ten slate coming up
The Big Ten season will play 
a big role in the rest of Iowa 
softball’s season. The Hawkeyes 
already have as many wins as 
they did last season, so to keep 
it going, they will have to make 
some adjustments. Buying-in 
will likely pay off with quality 
results. Sports, 6A

Writing in the wake of 
the African Diaspora
Writers’ Workshop graduate Der-
ek Nnuro and current student 
Tameka Cage Conley will host a 
literary workshop this weekend 
at the Englert, focusing on 
trends of the African Diaspora. 
This workshop aims to shrink 
the gap between black people 
on either side of the Atlantic 
Ocean. 80 HOURS, 5B

Nice weather is a good 
sign for Iowa track
Now that the snow is gone and 
the sun is out, the Hawkeye 
track and field team has a 
good opportunity to keep its 
fast times going. Iowa athletes 
and relays lead the Big Ten in 
nine events, and that number 
could be increased at the Musco 
Twilight. Sports, 6A

SEE MUSEUM, 2A

Museum with a view  
Local 3D printing breakthroughs and Iowan birds of prey are among 
the exhibits displayed for the museum’s fifth statewide tour.

Saving the Earth 
for Earth Month
The UI Environmental Coalition 
gets students involved in saving 
the environment.

SEE EARTH, 2A
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The Daily Iowan/ Gaoyuan Pan
A staff member watches a visitor use the touch screen in the UI Mobile Museum on the plaza between the Main 
Library and Adler on Wednesday. 

BY JORDAN PROCHNOW
jordan-prochnow@uiowa.edu

On April 3, UIHC announced a $21 million 
grant renewal for a Clinical and Translational 
Science Award from the National Institutes of 
Health. This marks the third renewal of the grant, 
which was given to UIHC in 2007, and it promises 
funding through 2023.

  “One of the key themes that ran throughout 
our renewal and guide some of our major goals 
for the next five years is reaching ‘beyond our bor-
ders,’ ” said Patrick Barlow, the associate director 
of program evaluation for UI Institute for Clinical 
& Translational Science. “Broadly speaking, this 
means expanding our research outside of the uni-

versity and into communities across Iowa.”
 Researchers from the Carver College of Medi-

cine, the Colleges of Public Health, Nursing, and 
Liberal Arts & Sciences, and the Tippie College of 
Business are collaborating to use the grant to ex-
pand research and coverage throughout the state. 
Their goal is to reach individuals and community 
members who can benefit from health-care op-
portunities, who may not otherwise have access.

 “We have made it a priority in this version of 
the grant to try to enroll individuals from areas 
around the state using more novel methods of 
participation,” Associate Dean of the medical 
school Patricia Winokur said. “We are exploring 
electronic consenting that can be done using a 
phone or a tablet, and this could allow anyone to 

participate from around the state. This type of 
information may provide a more realistic mea-
sure of how an individual is coping in a more 
natural setting.”

 Winokur said engaging community members 
in research projects to explore new ways of deliv-
ering care is important, and the UIHC is devel-
oping tools to allow individuals to participate in 
that research.

  “The grant helps us partner with community 
organizations, that way research can be done in 
the communities in which the patients reside, 
helps support technologies to gather data on pa-
tients in their real environments, and helps devel-

SEE UIHC, 2A

UIHC has announced a grant renewal for the Clinical and Translational Science Award.
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Tune in for LIVE updates
Campus and city news, weather, 
and Hawkeye sports coverage 
every day at 8:30 a.m. at 
daily-iowan.com.

Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@TheDailyIowan

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar

Thursday, April 12, 2018The weekend in arts & entertainment

This weekend, Kinky Boots will inspire crowds to celebrate individuality while shamelessly being themselves.

DESIGN BY ALLIE WILKERSON PHOTO BY MATTHEW MURPHY

 
Individuals with diverse dispositions and stylish, shimmering 

stiletto boots dance and sing on stage embracing individuality 
and acceptance. Accurately dubbed “Hero Boots” by the Kinky 
Boots ensemble, the iconic red stiletto boots are the backbone of 
the musical, bringing each character together.

This weekend at Hancher, Kinky Boots will encourage audienc-
es to be themselves without hesitation.

As a true story in which a struggling shoe-factory owner, 

Charlie Price, and drag-queen entertainer, Lola, embrace their 
differences and create the emblematic boots, Kinky Boots il-
lustrates what happens when people follow their passions and 
open their minds.

“I really love how all of the factory workers are genuinely shocked 
at first,” said Madison Pugh, who plays Marge, one of the factory 
workers, in an email to The Daily Iowan. “I mean, how many of 

Event Info

When: Friday @ 7:30 p.m. Saturday 

@ 2 & 7:30 p.m. April 15 @ 1 & 6:30 p.m.

Where: Hancher

Cost: $50-$90

SEE KINKY BOOTS, 4B

Grant renewal allows UI 
to expand research

BY AADIT TAMBE
aadit-tambe@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa will give applicants the op-
tion of applying for college through The Common Ap-
plication, starting academic year 2018-2019.

The Common App is an online application program 
used by over 700 colleges in the United States for un-
dergraduate admissions. 

“By becoming a Common App member, the Univer-
sity of Iowa will gain exposure to students who may 
not have otherwise considered the institution while 
making the application, including fee waiver, process 

more efficient,” a press release from the Common Ap-
plication said.

Students can apply to the University of Iowa, 
in addition to numerous other schools using 
Common App.

Common App provides students with 24-hour 
assistance and connects applicants to financial aid 
and scholarship tools, a digital portfolio, and virtu-
al mentors and counselors, the release said.

Furthermore, it provides many useful resourc-
es to counselors and advisers, and students have 
the option of completing their application, with 
Spanish language translations, the release said. 

“As an investment into college access, the 
University of Iowa is excited to join the Com-
mon App,” Jeffrey Waechter, director of op-
erations at the UI Admissions & Entrollment 
Office, said in the press release. “Financial aid 
is challenging for students in general, and the 
Common App integrates financial aid informa-
tion right within the application. Additionally, 
the Common App’s one-step, need-based fee 
waiver simplifies the process for applicants.”

Starting 2018, the Common Application will in-
troduce Common App for transfer, an application 
tailored to meet requirements of transfer students.

UI admissions joins national Common App
The UI will give its applicants the ability to apply through the Common Application starting in the fall.
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op networks of researchers 
and clinics throughout the 
state,” said Marlan Han-
sen, the senior associate 
director of the clinical/
translational institute. “We 

are blessed with great lead-
ership, and it’s great to see 
them come together and 
work collaboratively to ac-
complish their goals.”

The grant renewal will 
aim to provide a variety of 
important resources to in-
dividuals throughout Iowa, 
particularly those in rural 
communities. This renewal 

will allow for researchers to 
continue building upon exist-
ing research and will serve as 
a bridge for future endeavors.

“The University of Iowa is 
now joined with 61 other in-
stitutions around the country 
allowing us to work together 
to solve questions in a bigger 
context. Iowa provides a criti-
cal insight into rural America, 

allowing us to explore differ-
ences that may occur in rural 
environments and address 
problems of healthcare deliv-
ery in a rural state,” Winokur 
said. “Many additional re-
search grants will benefit from 
this one award, so it serves as a 
multiplier and should escalate 
our competitiveness for addi-
tional funding.”

“Our goal is to take current re-
search that students and profes-
sors are doing right here at the 
university and get it out into the 
community,” Gillett said.

The pangolin exhibit is his 
current favorite, but he said his 
favorite exhibit overall was the 
Pentecopterus decorahensis, or 
the giant sea scorpion, that the 
museum featured last year. That 
prehistoric beast, the oldest and 
largest sea scorpion ever found, 
was discovered in northwestern 
Iowa, and many exhibits have an 
Iowa background.

Two primary exhibits for 

the 2018 season involve local 
themes. One focuses on the re-
search and discoveries of the UI 
Institute for Clinical and Trans-
lational Science and the UI’s col-
laboration with the Iowa City-
based protostudios’ 3D printing 
and rapid prototyping facility. 
Various 3D-printed items are 
displayed, from model human 
muscles to a Halo action figure.

The other includes examples 
of taxidermy birds and presen-
tations about Iowa’s dwindling 
habitat areas, as well as informa-
tion about the Iowa Raptor Proj-
ect and other UI Recreational 
Services programs.

It focuses on information re-
garding Iowa’s various endan-
gered species, too, an inevitable 
result of prairies and forests be-

ing cleared for farmland. There 
are also interactive digital dis-
plays highlighting genetic drift 
and natural selection.

Kevin Ripka, a UI assistant 
professor of journalism and 
mass communications, cre-
ated the pangolin portion of 
this season’s museum to in-
crease awareness about the 
decimation of the pangolins. 
The centerpiece of the dis-
play is a realistic model pan-
golin, with scales that can be 
pressed to see where certain 
illegal shipments of pango-
lins were caught.

More than 400,000 dead 
pangolins were trafficked 
from 2000 to 2016. Ripka 
said this represents only 5 
to 10 percent of pangolins 

actually poached during that 
time frame.

“I love museums, but I think 
we can do better through digi-
tal reality,” Ripka said. “Physi-
cal things, augmented reality, 
things like that. We can inter-
face better, instead of having 
things behind glass.”

That connection to the 
community is what the muse-
um aims for, Gillett said.

“One of the museum’s pur-
poses is to travel all across the 
state of Iowa, be accessible to 
everyone and have them inter-
act with the information,” Ja-
kob Arana, assistant educator 
for the Mobile Museum, said. 
“[It’s to] have them see what 
ongoing research the [UI] is 
putting out.”

from the concert, which will 
feature Paperback Rhino, Elly 
Hofmaier, and Glass Femur, 
will go to the Bur Oak Land 
Trust. Last year the proceeds 
went to Hickory Hill Park.

One event that spans the 
entire month is the treasure 
trade. Donation boxes are put 
around campus for students 
to donate gently used clothes 
and shoes, then at the end of 
the month, the   Environmen-

tal Coalition puts on a pop-
up thrift shop on the T. Anne 
Cleary Walkway for students 
to pick out items for free.

“It’s a great opportunity to 
show students that reusing 
items is a great way to first of 
all get exactly what you need 
and reduce stigma around it 
…” DeWald said. “Clothing 
that is used is just as good as 
anything you would buy new 
or off the rack.”

A new event this year is 
Pipeline Poetry, a night of per-
formance art focused on envi-
ronmental justice. On April 15, 
participants will perform ei-

ther others’ work or their own, 
and it can be poetry, song, or 
dance, among other things. 
The proceeds will go toward 
the Makwa Initiative Camp 
fund. The Makwa Initiative 
is a group of water protectors 
in Cloquet, Minnesota, where 
an oil pipeline is scheduled to 
be constructed.

“Environmentalism and sus-
tainability isn’t just about recy-
cling, it’s about diversity and the 
arts, and it can be expressed and 
communicated in many differ-
ent ways,” DeWald said.

Environmental Coalition 
Social Executive Clarissa Dietz, 

who organized the reusable-bag 
exchange, said it’s one of her fa-
vorite events because it gets the 
group off campus and into the 
larger community. Working as 
a group to help the environment 
will help more than the mental-
ity that people can only help on 
their own, she said.

“As a movement, environ-
mentalism has kind of fallen in-
to the trap of individual respon-
sibility and lifestyle choices, but 
at the same time, you can’t un-
dersell the value of doing Earth 
Month events and bringing this 
to the forefront of everyone’s 
minds,” Dietz said.
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Thomas A. Stewart/The Daily Iowan
Chuck Miller, the head of the Gray Knights Chess Club, plays chess at the Senior Center on Wednesday. “My favorite memory of chess is when 
we played all night on the Ped Mall; we saw the sun come up,” Miller said. 

CHESS MATE

BY EMILY WANGEN
emily-wangen@uiowa.edu

With limited ability to of-
fer faculty competitive wages 
as state support lags, Iowa’s 
public universities have seen 
nonclinical faculty leave for 
other universities.

  Now, university administra-
tors at the three regent universi-
ties — Iowa State University, the 
University of Iowa, and the Uni-
versity of Northern Iowa — are 
left to figure out how to remain 
competitive to keep faculty at 
their institutions.

 There are many factors con-
tributing to faculty’s decision to 
leave for different universities, 
but salaries and resources have 
played a role in the departures. 

At the state Board of Regents’ 
Academic and Student Affairs 
Committee meeting Wednes-
day, UI interim Executive Vice 
President and Provost Sue 
Curry noted that the UI tends 
to hire junior faculty because 
of limited resources, but once 
they are able to gain tenure, 
they become more marketable 
to other institutions. 

In the face of the rise in non-
clinical faculty resignations 
across the regent universities, 
the UI saw a decline from 2016-
17, decreasing from 4 percent of 
total faculty to 3.1 percent.

  “One of our deans was at a 
national meeting, and his col-

lege was referred to as the AAA 
baseball club,” Curry said. “That’s 
where you recruit all the great 
players to go to the majors. It’s a 
system, and it’s not a good one.”

  At the UI, 30 percent of 
faculty-resignation question-
naires were returned in fiscal 
2017. Those surveys showed 
the lowest area of satisfaction 
was compensation. 

Raising faculty salaries has 
been a top priority for the UI 
in hopes of remaining com-
petitive, and in 2017, the UI 
allocated $4.8 million to in-
crease compensation.

 “… We’re competing in terms 
of quality, and programs, and 
support systems for our stu-
dents, and faculty salaries and 
dorms — all the rest, against 
these other institutions,” UI 
President Bruce Harreld told  
The Daily Iowan in December 
2017, noting the UI’s efforts to 
maintain quality in light of the 
state’s trend of cutting funding 
for higher education.

  The universities gather the 
data by using a variety of meth-
ods, including resignation sur-
veys, exit interviews, satisfac-
tion/climate assessment surveys, 
and payroll reports.

  According to regents’ doc-
uments, 57 percent of resig-
nations in 2013-17 in the three 
universities were the result of 
faculty accepting a position at a 
different university. This is up 6 

percent from 2008-12.
 In fiscal 2017, the UI had 67 

percent of faculty resignations 
for this reason.

  The 65 percent of faculty 
who have left ISU during fiscal 
2017 indicated there was better 
opportunity elsewhere in an 
online faculty-exit survey, and 
43.5 percent of respondents al-
so said their salary in their new 
position was much higher than 
what they earned at ISU.

 From 2016-17, ISU saw the 
largest increase of faculty res-
ignations among the regent 
universities, increasing from 
1.7 percent of total faculty to 
3.2 percent.

  “There are many reasons 
faculty resign,” ISU Associ-
ate Provost for Faculty Dawn 
Bratsch-Prince said. “Each one 
is a story, but certainly not hav-
ing salary increases last year 
and the uncertainty about sal-
ary increases this year is part 
of that, and other institutions 
are watching, and they swoop 
in and try to recruit away our 
faculty.”

  The UNI saw an increase 
from 2.6 percent of total faculty 
resigning to 3.1 percent from 
2016-2017. Nine faculty mem-
bers resigned to take a position 
at another institution.

  “We on a regular basis are 
having to try to make counter 
offers, but we generally cannot 
match the offers that are made 

to faculty as they are recruited 
from other institutions,” UNI 
Associate Provost for Faculty 
John Vallentine said.    

Regent schools try to avoid brain drain
After the UI saw an increase in the number of faculty resignations last year, the 
institution is now reporting a decline in departures, but other regent schools 
are reporting an increase.
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A keepsake edition to be published on May 11, 2018

While at The University of Iowa, The Daily 
Iowan has been a part of every day, giving 
information and news to keep students up 
to date on what's going on in the world.

E D I T I O N

Graduation
is an
important
time. 

The Daily Iowan GRADUATION 
EDITION will feature congratulatory 
advertisements placed by parents, 
family members and friends of UI 
graduates. In addition to our regular 
circulation, limited quantities will be 
available at graduation (at Carver 
Hawkeye Arena) and some local 
hotels. We offer multiple sizes; 
larger sizes are available as well.

Ads appear in full color in the newspaper and at daily-iowan.com

Place your ad online at:

daily-iowan.com/grad-edition
Call Juli Krause at (319)335-5784 with questions.

Tanner Smith
My how time flies. . .

I am so  proud of you!
Love, Mom

Love, Your Family

Leigh

Congratulations!
We are very proud of you 

and your accomplishments!  
Can’t wait to see what
hat you’ll wear next!

Love, Dad & Mom

3.25” x 1” - $25

3.25” x 2” - $50

3.25” x 3” - $75

EXAMPLES

DEADLINE: NOON, MAY 9, 2018

BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

In the final game against 
Ohio State on April 8, Iowa 
managed only 5 hits and 2 
runs in a low-scoring win 
over the Buckeyes.

In just the first inning 
against Coe College, the 
Hawkeyes tallied 6 hits and 
8 runs. Iowa finished with 17 
hits in its 16-1 win, only 4 hits 
shy of its entire weekend to-
tal from its three-game series 
against the Buckeyes.

While the Kohawks aren’t 
on the same level as Iowa’s 
high-powered Big Ten foes, 
they’re still a competitive 
team, boasting a 13-8 record. 
Better yet, they provide the 
Hawkeyes, winners of seven 
out of nine previous contests, 
with a game to harness even 
more confidence.

Speaking of confidence, for 

Hawkeye fans who haven’t 
engrained Lorenzo Elion into 
their brains, do so now. The 
sophomore tied the school re-
cord for most hits in a game 
(5) and hit a cycle — a single, 
a double, a triple, and 2 home 
runs.

“The whole week we fo-
cused on getting our pitch 

and not missing it,” Elion 
said. “That’s what I was fortu-
nate enough to do today.”

Elion wasn’t in Iowa’s start-
ing lineup earlier this season, 
but he remained patient until 
his time came, and he’s made 
the most of it, especially as 
the Hawkeyes continue their 
push into Big Ten play.

“He’s just seeing it really, 
really well,” Heller said. “His 
timing is good right now. 
He’s confident and having 
fun, and that’s great to see.”

It’s not shocker that when 
Iowa scores runs in high vol-
ume, the wins follow suit. 
The Hawkeyes moved to 10-1 
when scoring 8 or more runs 
in games this season and 14-
2 when scoring first, which 
they did.

Jumping out to an early 
lead gave head coach Rick 
Heller plenty of options to 
work with, both at the plate 
and on the mound. Fifteen 
Hawkeyes had at-bats, and 
seven pitchers saw action.

On Wednesday, no 
Hawkeye pitcher stayed 
in the game for more than 
two innings, but that was 
by design.

“We didn’t go very deep 
in our bullpen against Ohio 

State, so we really needed to 
find somebody to play us,” 
Heller said. “… I really liked 
the fact that we jumped on 
[Coe College] early, which 
enabled me to play a lot of 
guys and get everybody in the 
game. We got the starters out 
fairly quick.”

Iowa’s series finale against 
Ohio State saw just two pitch-
ers on the mound. In the first 
two games on the previous 
day, the Hawkeyes pitched 
just five.

Getting those extra pitch-
ers and batters into a game 
that featured little drama 
bodes well moving into a 

weekend series against 15-16 
Nebraska. Getting an outing 
in which the hits came at will 
could be a recurring theme 
this weekend — Nebraska’s 
pitching isn’t so hot.

The Huskers are second-to-
last in the Big Ten, command-
ing a 5.30 team ERA, and have 
allowed a conference-worst 
326 hits through 31 games — 
30 hits more than the next-
worse team, Maryland.

But for the Hawkeyes, it’s 
all about keeping the momen-
tum boiling.

“We just got to take this 
same energy to Nebraska,” 
Elion said.

Coe game a big hit for Hawkeyes 
Iowa came close to matching its hit totals from its entire series against Ohio State in just one game against Coe College on 
Wednesday, and it might be a sign of things to come.

BY TAYLOR MCNITT  
taylor-mcnitt@uiowa.edu

When competition ramps 
up, classroom life can be dif-
ficult for student-athletes to 
manage. Does that give the 
men’s gymnastics team an 
excuse to put their studies 
on the backburner? Not for 
men’s gymnastics head coach 
JD Reive.

“My expectation of them is 
that they will absolutely pri-
oritize those things and that 
they’re managing it,” he said. 
“I get very, very upset when 
we’re not doing it properly 
or they’re not prioritizing 
it properly. We literally talk 
about it daily.”

This intense attitude to-
ward academic success is 
what explains Reive’s long 
record of academic honors 
earned by his gymnasts.

Iowa, in recent years, has 
been among the top 10 aca-
demic teams recognized by 
the College Gymnastics As-
sociation.

“Quite honestly, my philos-
ophy in why I chose to go in-
to coaching is that mind and 
body are inherent to just grow-
ing and learning and evolving 
in ways we don’t quite under-
stand,” Reive said. “For me, it’s 
as important as what we do for 
the sport. If I’m doing one-half 
or the other, then I feel like I’m 
totally failing my student-ath-
letes. The academics is a prior-
ity because it means that their 
life is in order, they have con-
trol over their mind and emo-
tional intelligence. All of those 
things translate to great per-
formance, and we’re a sport 
that’s about performance.”

This stress on balance has 
fueled the gymnasts’ academ-
ic success and accolades. In 
the last three years alone, 16 
Academic All-Big Ten awards 
have decorated the team. 
In the past four years, 29 
All-America Scholar awards 
have been earned by Reive’s 
Hawkeyes.

For the athletes, this can be 
a real trick when their sport is 

so time-demanding.
“It’s all about getting in-

to a rhythm,” senior Elijah 
Parsells said. “I find that if I 
keep the same schedule week-
to-week, it makes getting my 
work done a lot easier. When 
you start traveling, it be-
comes a lot more difficult be-
cause you have to reschedule 
things. The three, four days 
before you leave is a lot more 
packed, so you have to be pro-
active and do things before 
they come up to make sure 
you don’t get behind.”

The expectation is in-
grained in the athletes by this 
point in their lives. As long as 
they can establish what works 
best for them, albeit after ad-
justing to being away from 
home, the “student” part of 
student-athlete shouldn’t be 
too much of a strain.

“Academics are definite-
ly very critical,” said senior 
Mark Springett, a two-time 
recipient of both Academic 
All-Big Ten and All-Ameri-
ca Scholar awards. “We’ve 

grown up doing both gym-
nastics and academics, and 
you have to figure out the 
balance between the two … 
If you’re not performing ac-
ademically, then that’s just 
kind of an extra stressor. If 
you’re not stressed out about 
a paper, then you’re probably 
not going to be stressed out in 
the gym too much.”

The belief in the hand-in-
hand nature of academics 
with athletics has created 
a reputation to uphold for 
men’s gymnastics. And they 
expect to continue to do so.

Gymnastics isn’t all they do
Traveling for competitions can strain the student part of a student-athlete’s life - 
this is men’s gymnastics’ take.

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Ben Probst pitches against Coe at Banks Field on Wednesday. The 
Hawkeyes defeated the Kohawks, 16-1.



    THE DAILY IOWAN   |  DAILY-IOWAN.COM  | THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 20184A

Opinions

THE DAILY IOWAN is a multifaceted news-media 
organization that provides fair and accurate coverage 
of events and issues pertaining to the University of 
Iowa, Iowa City, Johnson County, and the state of 
Iowa. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR may be sent via email to daily.
iowan.letters@gmail.com (as text, not attachments). Each letter 
must be signed and include an address and phone number for ver-
ification. Letters should not exceed 300 words and may be edited 
for clarity, length, style, and space limitations, including headlines. 
The DI will only publish one letter per author per month. Letters 
will be chosen for publication by the editors according to space 
considerations. No advertisements or mass mailings, please.

GUEST OPINIONS that exceed 300 words in length must 
be arranged with the Opinions editor at least three days prior to 
the desired date of publication. Guest opinions are selected in 
accordance with length, subject relevance, and space consider-
ations. Guest opinions may be edited for length, clarity, style, and 
space limitations 
 
READER COMMENTS  that may appear were originally 
posted on daily-iowan.com or on the DI’s social media platforms in 
response to published material. They will be chosen for print pub-
lication when they are deemed to be well-written and to forward 
public discussion. They may be edited for length and style. 

EDITORIAL POLICYSTAFF

COLUMN

Feminism is a unique philosophy that binds all women together. Recently, feminism has become partisan — the opposite of 
its intended effect on women.

GRACE PATERAS  Editor-in-Chief 

ISABELLA ROSARIO  Opinions Editor

Elijah Helton, Marina Jaimes, Constance Judd, Michelle Kumar, Lucee Laursen, Jacob 
Prall, Alexandria Smith, Wylliam Smith, Ella Lee  Columnists

James Geneser, Cartoonist
EDITORIALS reflect the majority opinion of the DI Editorial Board and not the opinion of the Publisher, Student 

Publications Inc., or the University of Iowa.  
OPINIONS, COMMENTARIES, COLUMNS, and EDITORIAL CARTOONS reflect the opinions of the 
authors and are not necessarily those of the Editorial Board, The Daily Iowan, or other organizations in which the author 

may be involved.

Feminism is not synonymous with Democrats

An experience at church recently made me reflect on problematic messages about diversity.

Where does hate have a home, exactly? 

Historically, feminism has 
fought for gender equality.  

In the 1970s, women fought 
for the Equal Rights Amend-
ment; then in the 1980s and 
into the ’90s, feminists fo-
cused on Title IX. Feminism 
is extraordinary because it has 
been able to make bipartisan 
changes that make life better 
for ALL women.

In recent years, feminism 
has strayed from its original 
intent. Feminism was creat-
ed to advocate for women’s 
rights and equal treatment. 
Feminism was built to include 
all women regardless of their 
race, age, political affiliation 
or background. Recently, sup-
port for Republican women 
has taken a nose dive. Cur-
rently, there are 16 female 
Democrats in the Senate com-
pared with only five female Re-

publicans; in the House, there 
are 62 female Democrats and 
only 22 female Republicans.

This is a major problem. 
Women need to be represent-
ed on both sides of the aisle. 
Republican women have dif-
ferent perspectives than Re-
publican men. Men and wom-
en are inherently different. 
The point of feminism is to 
ensure that men and women 
have equal opportunities to 
influence, which is impos-
sible to do if women are not 
present in Republican and 
Democratic discussions.

Feminists should agree 
that it is extremely imperative 
that women are well-repre-
sented in both the Republican 
and Democratic Parties.

Sadly, there is far less sup-
port for Republican female 
candidates. The left has done 
a fabulous job in supporting 
women. Organizations such 
as Emily’s List have recruit-
ed, supported, and run hun-
dreds of women in local and 
state elections throughout 
the country. This is amazing, 
but there is no Republican 
counterpart.

Currently, Republicans hold 
a majority in both the House 

and the Senate. In both cas-
es, there are far fewer wom-
en represented in the major-
ity party. This is problematic 
for all women because leg-
islation can be formed and 
passed without proper con-
sideration of how it may 
uniquely affect women.

It would be better for 
women if more women were 
involved in ALL political con-
versations, not just Demo-
cratic ones.

Statistically, women are 
just as likely to win elections 
as men. But they are less likely 
to run without being asked or 
encouraged, which is also do-
ne less. Party recruiters tend 
to be men, which means they 
are more likely to encourage 
more men to run for office 
simply because men know 
more men.

This means we need more 
organizations such as 50/50 
by 2020, which focuses on 
recruiting, encouraging, and 
supporting women candi-
dates from all political back-
grounds. 50/50 by 2020 is an 
Iowa-based organization that 
aims to achieve equal repre-
sentation for men and wom-
en in Iowa by the year 2020. 

This is feminism.
We as women we need to 

come together to support 
each other regardless of par-
ty lines. We make up more 
than 50 percent of the coun-
try’s population. We have a 
majority vote. Let’s get some 
women elected on both sides 
of the aisle. Feminism is not 

synonymous with Demo-
crats or Republicans. Repub-
licans can be feminists, just 
like Democrats.

In my generation, I was 
able to receive equal treat-
ment throughout my educa-
tion experience because of 
Title IX and all the women 
who fought hard to accom-

plish this goal. My generation 
of women has an incredible 
opportunity to continue to 
fight for equal representation 
because we were able to have 
equal education opportuni-
ties. We need to remember 
feminism is about supporting 
women’s equality — not a cer-
tain political agenda.

COLUMN

“Hate has no home here,” 
“Hate-free zone,” and “You are 
welcome here” are all signs 
you can find around campus. 
They always strike a question 
in my mind: Is there a place 
where hate is tolerated? What 
kind of shield do those pieces 

of paper and plastic provide 
that deems it safe? Who de-
cides what standards of safe-
ty stand between those signs 
and the outside world?

They mention that all are 
welcome, as if there is a place 
on campus where hate and 
bigotry thrives. As a woman 
of color, I know these signs 
are directed to minority pop-
ulations, such as me, and yet I 
have never sought the neces-
sity of one before. Rarely do I 
notice the difference my skin 
color makes, and when I do, it 
is always in a positive light.

This hit me when I was 
sitting at church the other 

day. A family, about the size 
of my own, sat right next 
to me. As church began, we 
went through the motions of 
a typical Catholic Mass, and I 
noticed something about the 
family that was also similar to 
me … they were silent during 
certain prayers, just like I 
was. They were comfortable 
with being bilingual and di-
verse, just like myself.

This was common for me 
to notice. Growing up in a 
Hispanic household, I learned 
prayers during Spanish Mass 
and novenas after the death 
of a family member, so I’ve 
always felt more comfortable 

praying in Spanish. Moving 
to Iowa City, I attend Mass in 
English with friends who only 
speak English. Noticing this 
difference that was due to my 
ethnicity did not make me feel 
inferior, it was simply a differ-
ence and only that.

While I’m told that church 
is a place where hate is cre-
ated, it was the first place 
where I noticed the differ-
ence between me and my 
white peers. The family next 
to me reminded me of home, 
not only because of how they 
lovingly embraced each oth-
er, but how they were obvi-
ously ethnic and proud of 

it. In that moment, they re-
minded me that I am diverse, 
yet did so without forcing 
me to believe that I am op-
pressed or second class.

There was no sign on the 
church door telling me that 
I will be accepted because of 
skin color. I did not receive 
an extra point for attending 
a diversity-approved event, 
even though it was the place 
where my ethnicity had felt 
most embraced. I did not 
have to be warned that I 
would interact with a family 
similar to my own, as if that 
would have been something 
to be warned about in the 

first place.
Diversity and inclusion 

isn’t made through signs, cen-
ters, and events, it’s people in 
everyday life. We’ve become a 
society that needs to be guid-
ed and warned just for the act 
of living. My surprise to feel-
ing so welcomed by the family 
was not because I was unwel-
comed by white people, it was 
because society tells me that 
diversity does not exist with-
out the university permitting 
it to. My dose of reality was 
refreshing and, unfortunate-
ly, something many students 
will not experience until step-
ping foot off campus.

Basing who you like on ‘your type’ of person runs the risk of fetishizing that ‘type’ of person.This turns individuals into sexual fantasies rather 
than human beings and can have damaging effects on a person’s mental state.

Sticking to a ‘type’ in dating is damaging and dehumanizing

Way back in my high-school 
days, I only had one girlfriend, 
so when I entered the college 
world, I was also inserting 
myself into the dating scene. I 
found myself in conversations 
in which people would ask me 
what “my type was.”

As a bisexual man, I have 
never understood the idea of 
having a particular “type.” I 
don’t have a type; I am attract-
ed to people, not appearances, 
so when people say I’m “not 
their type” or ask me what “my 
type” is, I’m never able to re-
late to the idea of only liking 
one “type” of person.

The answers these people 
want to hear are that I am at-
tracted to big people, skinny 
people, black people, white 
people, older people, younger 
people, etc., etc.

Personally, I find basing 
who you like one race, size, 
or age insulting, judgmen-

tal, and limiting. If you base 
who you like from physical 
appearance alone, you are 
literally excluding all other 
people from your potential 
partnership.

I have heard the term at-
traction come up as well. I 
won’t pretend to be a saint 
and say that physical attrac-
tion isn’t a thing that every-
one has, but to say you are 
only attracted to one type 
of person runs the risk of 
fetishizing that “type” of 
person.

Minorities get this a lot. 
For instance, Asian wom-
en, black men and women, 

and Latinos and Latinas are 
highly fetishized in today’s 
media. This does go both 
ways, though, as white wom-
en are also highly fetishized 
by minorities.

This turns individuals into 
sexual fantasies rather than 
human beings and can have 
damaging effects on a per-
son’s mental state. For in-
stance, as a black man, I am 
constantly harassed both in 
person and on dating apps 
such as Tinder and Grindr by 
people who want to “experi-
ment with a black man.”

I’m not going to lie and say 
that in the beginning, it wasn’t 

flattering to have people 
throwing themselves at me, 
but these pickup lines were ul-
timately dehumanizing.

Lines like “I’ve never been 
with a black guy,” or “I on-
ly have sex with black guys” 
are not flattering at all. And 
those are the polite ones — 
sometimes I get the most 
grotesque “compliments” that 
make me feel less like a per-
son and more like an object.

I found that James Baldwin 
describes the situation best in 
his essay “Freaks and Ameri-
can Ideal of Manhood.”

“In short, I was Black in 
that world, and I was used 

that way, and by the people 
who truly meant me no harm. 
And they could not have 
meant me any harm, because 
they did not see me …” Bald-
win wrote.

This goes both ways as well. 
One of the ones I hear a lot is 
people telling me they weren’t 
attracted to black women. This 
can cause self-hate in individ-
uals, and is also borderline 
racist in my opinion.

The fact is “having a type” 
ultimately has damaging ef-
fects on that “type” that you 
have. It dehumanizes people 
from their unique selves into a 
simple physical attraction.

LUCEE LAURSEN
lucee-laursen@uiowa.edu

COLUMN

MARINA JAIMES
marina-jaimes@uiowa.edu

WYLLIAM SMITH
wylliam-smith@uiowa.edu

Katie Goodale /The Daily Iowan
A demonstrator holds a sign during the Women’s March on Jan. 20. Hundreds gathered on the Pedestrian 
Mall to listen to speakers and march for women’s rights.



onds is third in the country 
and the best in the Big Ten.

“It meant a lot to perform 
that well at LSU because it 
shows that I can compete 
with some of the best ath-
letes in the country,” Harris 
said.

Jenny Kimbro’s 5,164 
points at the 91st Clyde Lit-
tlefield Texas Relays in the 
heptathlon is the best in the 
Big Ten.

In the field, Jahisha 
Thomas leads the Big Ten 
in the triple jump (13.04 me-
ters) and long jump (6.44 
meters). Thomas won both 
events at the Big Ten Indoor 
Championships in Febru-
ary.

“This is a great start. To 
open up with a personal best 

is exciting,” Thomas told 
Hawkeye Sports. “It’s excit-
ing to know what’s to come 
and what can be better be-
cause there is still room to 
improve. Nothing is perfect, 
so this is a good foundation 
to start on.”

Laulauga Tausaga leads 
the Big Ten in the discus 
with a mark of 59.86 meters. 
At LSU, Tausaga broke two 
school records. She broke 
her own record in the dis-
cus and then broke a record 
held for over 25 years in the 
shot put with a 16.31-meter 
throw. She is 10th in the na-
tion in the discus.

On the men’s side of 
the field, Reno Tuufuli’s 
58.8-meter throw is sixth in 
the country.

For the distance athletes, 
Nathan Mylenek leads the 
Big Ten in the 3,000-me-
ter steeplechase (8:48.66) 
and Andrea Shine leads the 

10,000 meters with a time of 
33:50.25.

The men’s 4x400 relay 
team of Collin Hofacker, 
Antonio Woodard, Dejuan 
Frye, and Harris, is also first 
in the Big Ten with a time of 
3:04.38, which it ran at the 
Florida Relays.

According to the U.S. 
Track and Field and Cross 
Country Coaches Associ-
ation, the Iowa men are 

ranked 28th in the country, 
and the Iowa women are 
ranked 34th.

Next weekend, the 
Hawkeyes will again split 
up to compete in numerous 
meets, including the Long 
Beach Invitational in Long 
Beach, California, the Azusa 
Pacific Invitational in Azu-
sa, California, and the Mt. 
Sac Invitational in El Ca-
minio, California.
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and there never is this year. 
We’ve got a really tough slate 
ahead of us, and we’ve got to 
take one game at a time, one 

pitch at a time, and not look too 
far ahead, and not look to the 
past, either, other than to learn 
from the past and how we proj-
ect toward the future.”

A problem for Iowa is that 
when the offense falters, the 
pitching and defense isn’t 
enough to win games. It was 

swept by Maryland in three 
low-scoring games because of a 
lack of adjustments.

However, it was proven 
that the offense could bounce 
back the weekend after 
against Wisconsin.

“We knew we had a lot of 
stuff to work on,” catcher Ange-

la Schmiederer said. “We had a 
pretty long week of practice, so 
we got to kind of zone-in on the 
things that we needed to, and I 
think everyone did a good job 
making the adjustment that we 
failed to do [against Maryland].”

With lineup shifts and the 
team finally buying into a sea-

son-long process, it’s possible 
that could change.

Iowa recorded its last win-
ning season in 2013. This season, 
the team already has as many 
wins as it did a year ago.

Big Ten action is critical to 
maintain an upward trend and 
prove the Hawkeyes aren’t a lost 

cause with Looper at the helm.
“I think being able to turn it 

around [is big], and we knew that 
leaving Maryland,” Looper said. 
“Now we know we can be re-
laxed, but we have to have a slight 
edge along with that relaxation, 
and we have to bring that every 
time we step onto the field.”

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 6A

damage against the Kohawks. 
Iowa certainly increased its 
team slugging percentage, 
smacking 7 doubles, 1 triple, 
and 2 homers.

Cropley was a personified 
Iowa box score, hitting three 
two-baggers into gaps in his 
first four at-bats.

The 16 runs are the most 
the Black and Gold has scored 
all season.

While the bats were on fire, 
the pitching was also dom-
inant. Heller stuck with his 
midweek tactic of getting as 
many pitchers as possible on 
the mound.

Trenton Wallace, Ben 
Probst, Jack Dreyer, Derek 
Lieurance, Shane Ritter, Cam 
Baumann, and Grant Leonard 
all pitched against the Ko-

hawks, and Probst and Ritter 
both tossed hitless innings.

“I thought they threw 
well,” Heller said. “I really 
like the fact that we jumped 
on them early, which enabled 
me to play a lot of guys and 
get everybody in the game … 
We couldn’t have drawn it up 
any better.”

The win was different from 
a lot of midweek games the 
Hawkeyes have competed in 
this season.

Iowa only had one midweek 
win by more than 4 runs be-
fore Wednesday, beating Cor-
nell College, 15-1, on Feb. 27.

The rest have served the 
purpose of keeping the 
Hawkeyes sharp in between 
Big Ten series. But Iowa will 
also welcome a rare midweek 
game without much drama.

“It was great,” Heller said. 
“It felt pretty good, and with-
out as many layers, either; 
that was nice.”

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM 6A

TRACK
CONTINUED FROM 6A



McCaffery earns 
scholarship

After a year in which he was be-
set by injury and illness, Iowa guard 
Connor McCaffery was awarded with 
a scholarship starting in the 2018-19 
academic year.

After having his hardship waiver 
petition approved by the Big Ten, 
McCaffery has four years of basket-
ball eligibility remaining.

Playing only 
limited minutes 
in four games 
last season, 
McCaffery will 
have a bigger 
role in 2018-19, as 
the transfer of 
Brady Ellingson 
leaves the 

Hawkeyes more in need of a backup 
point guard.

“Connor went through a lot his 
freshman season but remained 
positive despite suffering physical 
and health setbacks,” Iowa head 
coach Fran McCaffery said in a 
release. “Although he did not play in 
many games last season, he was an 
important part of this team on and 
off the court and will continue to be 
the next four years. The coaching 
staff and I agreed that Connor has 
earned this scholarship and we look 
forward to his contributions the next 
four years.”

 
Tausaga recognized by 
Big Ten

Sophomore thrower Laulauga 
Tausaga was named the Big Ten 
Field Athlete of the Week on Wednes-
day.

Competing at LSU, Tausaga set 
two school records. The Spring 
Valley, California, native broke her 
own record in the discus with a toss 
of 59.86 meters and broke a shot put 
record that stood for 26 with a throw 
of 16.31 meters.

Tausaga leads the Big Ten in the 
discus and ranks third in the shot 
put. She is also fifth in the country 
in the discus, while ranking No. 18 in 
the shot put.

The Hawkeyes will compete at the 
19th-annual Musco Twilight in Iowa 
City today.

Gatens heads to Drake
Former Iowa basketball star Matt 

Gatens joined the Drake basketball 
program on Wednesday after being 
named the program’s director of 
operations.

Before joining Auburn, Gatens 
played professionally overseas for 
three seasons. The Iowa City native 
played in Liga ACB, EuroCup, EuroLe-
ague, and LNB Pro A during his time 
in Europe. He also dabbled in the 
NBA D-League, playing with the Iowa 
Energy for a season.

Gatens averaged 12.8 points per 
game in his Hawkeye career and 
averaged 15.2 during his senior 
season. He also averaged 2.3 assists 
and 3.6 rebounds in his time with 
the Black and Gold.

 
Jewell named to 
Hampshire Society

Iowa linebacker Josey Jewell 
was named to the National Football 
Foundation Hampshire Honor 
Society on Wednesday, the NFF 
announced.

The Hampshire Society rec-
ognizes football players who are 
starters or had a significant impact 
as a reserve, and hold a grade point 
average of 3.20 or above throughout 
their career.

Jewell earned a 3.25 GPA while 
earning his bachelor’s degree in 
Enterprise Leadership. He excelled 
in the classroom, earning Academic 
All-Big Ten recognition for three 
consecutive years.

On the gridiron, Jewell led the Big 
Ten with 136 tackles, which ranked 
fourth in the nation. The Decorah na-
tive ranks fourth in the Iowa program 
with 437 career tackles and is the 
third Hawkeye to record more than 
115 tackles in three separate seasons.

Have yourself a week, 
Lorenzo Elion

BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

Things got off to a quick start for Hawkeye 
baseball. Especially for third baseman Lorenzo 
Elion.

After roping an RBI triple to right center, 
Elion followed with a home run in the second 
and picked up a double and single by the bot-
tom of the sixth inning to complete the cycle in 
Iowa’s 16-1 win over Coe College at Banks Field 
on Wednesday.

The Kirkwood transfer is the first to accom-
plish the feat since Mason McCoy grounded Air 
Force with one in 2016.

Elion finished the game going 5-for-6 with 2 hom-

ers and 6 RBIs. The 5 hits tied an Iowa school record.
Elion reached No. 8 on the “SportsCenter” Top-

10 Plays on April 8, so the rare accomplishment 
just made his week on the diamond even more 
impressive.

“I knew when I got to the dugout, the guys were 
going to have a lot to say to me, so I wasn’t real-
ly looking forward to coming back to the dugout, 
but I felt good about myself,” Elion said.

Wednesday wasn’t the only game in which 
Elion has been a catalyst for the Hawkeyes. The 
Chicago native has been on a roll recently, hitting 
.400 with 15 RBIs in the last eight games.

“He has been picking us up big,” Iowa head 
coach Rick Heller said. “The last three weeks, he’s 
been swinging the bat really, really well, driving 

in big runs in pretty much every game … Tonight, 
his swing looked great. He’s dialed in right now. 
Every ball that he hit was right on the nose.”

Iowa ducked the recent snow for the game 
against the Kohawks and wasted no time taking 
advantage. The Hawkeyes scored 8 runs in the 
first inning and never looked back.

It all started with a modest groundout, as left 
fielder Tyler Cropley bounced a ball to Kohawk 
shortstop T.J. Johnson, but it scored center fielder 
Justin Jenkins. The scoring didn’t end there.

Iowa batted around in the first inning, and five 
players had at least 1 RBI.

The Hawkeyes used extra-base hits to do their 

BY ANNA KAYSER 
anna-kayser@uiowa.edu

Since the start of Big Ten play on March 23, Iowa 
softball has managed to remain at .500 with a huge 
conference series beginning today and three more 
to follow.

The Hawkeyes have the potential to go far in the 
Big Ten tournament but will have to play their best 
softball from this point forward.

Coming off of a split doubleheader at Nebraska 
on Tuesday, Iowa has the tools to seriously compete 
with Minnesota at home, with the first game com-
ing today at 6 p.m. The Hawkeyes will then face the 
Gophers Friday at 5 p.m., with the finale on Satur-
day at 2 p.m.

Following that Big Ten matchup, Iowa will take 
on Western Illinois in a midweek home game be-
fore traveling to Illinois.

A matchup against Iowa State will end noncon-

ference games (with the exception of a to-be-de-
termined make-up date versus Northern Iowa) on 
April 25, giving Iowa plenty of time to prepare for 
the six final Big Ten games.

Northwestern and Purdue are last in the regu-
lar-season slate before the Big Ten Tournament.

The conference title could be Iowa’s for the tak-
ing if it rises to the occasion.

To begin the Big Ten season, Iowa split a two-
game series with then-No. 17 Michigan. The Wol-
verines are at the top of the conference, with their 
only Big Ten loss coming against the Hawkeyes. 
They are followed up by Indiana, Illinois, and Min-
nesota.

Northwestern is also ahead of Iowa in the confer-
ence with a 6-5 record.

“There’s not an easy game in the Big Ten,” head 
coach Marla Looper said. “There never has been, 

SEE SOFTBALL, 5A

Softball seeks to 
contend in Big Ten
The Hawkeyes will have to mentally and physically buy in 100 
percent to contend for a conference championship.

Sun, not 
snow, means 
track time
With good weather, the 
Hawkeyes try to keep that fast 
times rolling.

BY ANDREW DONLAN
andrew-donlan@uiowa.edu

The Iowa track and field team was the next 
victim in a line of Midwesterners blitzed by 
harsh April weather. The team’s first home 
meet of the season, the Musco Twilight XIX, 
was rescheduled on Tuesday in an effort to 
avoid bad weather. It will now take place today, 
with a much more favorable forecast is expect-
ed.

According to National Weather Service, to-
day’s high temperature will be 65; Saturday’s 
forecast is 49. Saturday’s chance for precipita-
tion 50 percent during the day; today’s chance 

is 30 percent at night.
“If we ran on Saturday, it 

would be pointless,” sprinter 
Briana Guillory said. “Everyone 
would get hurt.”

The meet will include Loyola, 
Northern Iowa, Iowa State, 
Minnesota State, Iowa Central, 
and Bradley.   It will be the first 

time the meet has ever taken place on a Thurs-
day. The event will also serve as Senior Day, al-
lowing the program to honor its 18 graduating 
seniors.

The Hawkeyes lead the Big Ten in nine 
events after three weeks of competition in the 
outdoor season.

Senior Brittany Brown has the fastest time 
in the 200 meters. Her mark of 22.76 seconds 
was good enough for second last weekend at 
LSU’s Battle on the Bayou.

Mar’Yea Harris and Guillory both won the 
400 meters at LSU. Harris’ time of 45.71 sec-

SEE TRACK, 5A

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Iowa softball head coach Marla Looper looks at the outfield against Valparaiso at Pearl Field on March 17, 2017.
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STAT OF THE DAY

1
Lorenzo Elion’s 
cycle on Wednesday 
was the first by an 
Iowa player since 
Mason McCoy’s on 
April 13, 2016.

“I appreciate the guy 
that plows my driveway 
way more than I ever 
appreciated the guy 
that cut down the 
coconuts from my palm 
trees.

— Iowa 
quarterback 

coach Ken 
O’Keefe on the 

weather

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

Lorenzo Elion hit for the cycle and tied a school record in the Hawkeyes’ 
dominant win over the Kohawks.

Guillory

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa infielder Lorenzo Elion scores after hitting his second home run of the game against Coe at Banks Field on Wednesday. The Hawkeyes defeated the Kohawks, 16-1.

st

McCaffery



Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@TheDailyIowan

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar

Thursday, April 12, 2018The weekend in arts & entertainment

This weekend, Kinky Boots will inspire crowds to celebrate individuality while shamelessly being themselves.

DESIGN BY ALLIE WILKERSON PHOTO BY MATTHEW MURPHY

 
Individuals with diverse dispositions and stylish, shimmering 

stiletto boots dance and sing on stage embracing individuality 
and acceptance. Accurately dubbed “Hero Boots” by the Kinky 
Boots ensemble, the iconic red stiletto boots are the backbone of 
the musical, bringing each character together.

This weekend at Hancher, Kinky Boots will encourage audienc-
es to be themselves without hesitation.

As a true story in which the owner of a struggling shoe-fac-

tory, Charlie Price, and drag-queen entertainer, Lola, embrace 
their differences and create the emblematic boots, Kinky Boots 
illustrates what happens when people follow their passions and 
open their minds.

“I really love how all of the factory workers are genuinely shocked 
at first,” said Madison Pugh, who plays Marge, one of the factory 
workers, in an email to The Daily Iowan. “I mean, how many of 

Event Info

When: Friday @ 7:30 p.m. Saturday 

@ 2 & 7:30 p.m. April 15 @ 1 & 6:30 p.m.

Where: Hancher

Cost: $50-$90

SEE KINKY BOOTS, 4B



SATURDAY, 11 P.M., FILMSCENE

MIND GAME

FR
IDAY, 1, 3:30, 6, & 8:30 P.M., FILMSCEN

E

ISLE OF DOGS

 FRIDAY, 11 P.M., FILMSCENE

FR
ID

AY THE 13TH: THE FINAL CHAPTER

Thirty Seconds to Mars’  America
Releasing its first album since 2013 but keeping its iconic 

sound, Thirty Seconds to Mars released America on April 6. The 
collection of ballads was cowritten and sung by Jared Leto, who 
is also widely known for his roles in such movies as Dallas Buyers 
Club and Suicide Squad. The band is known for its power ballads 
“Kings and Queens,” “The Kill,” and “Closer to the Edge,” so fans will 
probably be ecstatic to know that the group has remained true to 
its original vibe while adding new electronic elements.

As opposed to its power ballads, which escalate into choir 
chanting at the end, the song “Hail to the Victor” finishes with an 
EDM break. Halsey and A$AP Rocky are featured on the album, which provide a more modern 
twist to the music.

Overall, I think the band is tamer on America than it has been. It’s not as heavy as some of its 
first works, but it’s understandable that the group would continue to morph its sound from 2002.

Song pick: “Live Like A Dream”

Let’s face it — the vast majority of us do not ever wish to 
contemplate death, because it might involve Zen. But there’s 
always one or two of us, you know? They also probably mix plaid 
and polka dots.

Enter Caitlin Doughty. She’s somewhere in her 20s, which is how 
that age so often feels, with a freshly minted medieval-history 
degree and a yern for a job. Well, OK, she’s in need of a job. Enter 
the crematory. Maybe it’s her Irish ancestry (listen to the slow 
songs sometime), or maybe it’s her inner Edgar Allan Poe, but she 
becomes fascinated with the work. Which, of course, involves ashes 
to ashes. Literally.

Filled with (some) humor and acute observations, but refraining from Zen, for the most part, 
her tale evolves into a meditation of societies present and age-old and gives the reader a new 
perception of passages.

Stop us if you’ve heard this one before. Some years ago, give or 
take a decade, almost all of humanity was infected by A) rampant, 
incurable bacteria; B) rampant, incurable blood infection; C) rampant, 
incurable social media. And now, the landscape is crawling with 
not-quite-human humans with a craving for human flesh and an 
insatiable hunger for semicolons.

Well, in this novel, they’re not called zombies, they’re called hun-
gries. And the mass infection is caused by fungus, which can soar 
through spores, just to make air more interesting. To be fair, this book 
manages to step far beyond the genre (many steps actually) — the 

scientist is not mad but does have a fondness for vivisection of hungries; the hero is a 10-year-
old girl named Melanie who is infected but has a genius-level IQ and a fondness for saving her 
peer-group; and the small group of survivors is led by Parks, who has a fondness for finding 
safe haven. The characters seem real, like people you might meet in Iowa City. (Of course, you 
meet all kinds of characters in Iowa City.)

A nice touch: The survivors come across an mobile lab, which may have the key to contin-
ued human existence, named Rosalind Franklin. Those of you who remember the story about 
the discovery of DNA and the double helix will get it. 

2B 80 HOURS

WEEKEND EVENTS

TODAY 04.12

FRIDAY 04.13

Set for release Friday, Truth or Dare is an American supernatural horror film directed 
by Jeff Wadlow and written by Michael Reisz, Jillian Jacobs, Chris Roach and 
Wadlow. It stars Lucy Hale, Tyler Posey, Violett Beane, Hayden Szeto, and Landon 
Liboiron and tells the story of a seemingly harmless game of truth or dare that 
turns deadly when someone — or something — begins to punish those who tell a 
lie or refuse a dare. Truth or Dare will be released alongside Rampage this weekend, 
as well as the wide expansion of Isle of Dogs.

Primatologist Davis Okoye (Dwayne Johnson), a man who is the head of an anti-
poaching unit, finds out his beloved albino silverback gorilla friend George has been 
infected with a mysterious experiment that turns him into a giant, aggressive beast. 
To make matters worse, a gray wolf named Ralph and an American crocodile named 
Lizzie have been infected, too. With the help of a discredited genetic engineer 
named Kate Caldwell (Naomie Harris), he must save George, stop Ralph and Lizzie 
from destroying most of America, and find out who caused the animals’ mutation.

— Joshua Balick

— by Natalie Betz

— by Claire Dietz

TRUTH OR DARE

RAMPAGE

• JOEL KNIPE & BJORN SWANSON, TENOR 
SAXOPHONE RECITAL, 5:30 P.M., VOXMAN RECITAL 
HALL
• GUEST ARTIST JUNKO GARRETT, PIANO, 7:30 P.M., 
VOXMAN RECITAL HALL
• IOWA SAXOPHONISTS’ WORKSHOP GUEST 
CONCERT WITH ALAIN CRÉPIN, 7:30
P.M., VOXMAN CONCERT HALL

SMOKE GETS IN YOUR EYES, BY CAITLIN DOUGHTY

MUSIC

THE GIRL WITH ALL THE GIFTS, BY M.R. CAREY 

DANCE

WORDS

OPENING MOVIES

LIT PICKS

ALBUM PICK
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MISCELLANEOUS

DI

DI

SUNDAY 04.15

FILM
• A FANTASTIC WOMAN, 3 & 7:15 P.M., FILMSCENE, 118 E. 
COLLEGE
• THE MIRACLE SEASON, 3:30, 6, & 8:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• THOROUGHBREDS, 5:30 & 9:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• FILM CLUB, THE HOST, 7 P.M., 101 BECKER
• EARLY MAN, 8 & 11 P.M., IMU BIG TEN THEATER
• TOY STORY 3, 8 & 11 P.M., IMU IOWA THEATER

FILM
• ONE WATCH, ATYPICAL, NOON, WILD BILL’S COFFEE SHOP, 
321 NORTH HALL
• ISLE OF DOGS, 1, 3:30, 6, & 8:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• THE MIRACLE SEASON, 1:30, 4, 6:30, & 9 P.M., 
• EXHIBITION ON SCREEN: CÉZANNE, 7 P.M., ENGLERT, 221 E. 
WASHINGTON
• EARLY MAN, 8 & 11 P.M., IMU BIG TEN THEATER 
• TOY STORY 3, 8 & 11 P.M., IMU IOWA THEATER
• FRIDAY THE 13TH: THE FINAL CHAPTER, 11 P.M., FILMSCENE

MISCELLANEOUS
• 24TH UI POWWOW AND ROUND DANCE, 5 
P.M., FIELD HOUSE

THEATER
• COSI FAN TUTTI OR THE SCHOOL FOR LOVERS, 
7:30 P.M., CORALVILLE
CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS, 1301 FIFTH ST.
• EARS ON A BEATLE, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATER, 
213 N. GILBERT
• KINKY BOOTS, 7:30 P.M., HANCHER

SATURDAY 04.14

THEATER
• KINKY BOOTS, 2 & 7:30 P.M., HANCHER
• COSI FAN TUTTI OR THE SCHOOL FOR LOVERS, 7:30 P.M., 
CORALVILLE CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
• EARS ON A BEATLE, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE

FILM
• ISLE OF DOGS, 11 A.M., 2:30, 5, & 7:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• THE MIRACLE SEASON, 11:30 A.M., 2, 4:30, 7, & 9:30 
P.M., FILMSCENE
• EARLY MAN, 5, 8, & 11 P.M., IMU BIG TEN THEATER
• TOY STORY 3, 5, 8, & 11 P.M., IMU IOWA THEATER
• MIND GAME, 11 P.M., FILMSCENE

DI MISCELLANEOUS
• THE RECLAMATION WORKSHOP, 2 P.M., ENGLERT
• IOWA LGBTQ GAME DESIGN WORKSHOP, 3 P.M., N166 LINDQUIST

THEATER
• KINKY BOOTS, 1 & 6:30 P.M., HANCHER
• COSI FAN TUTTI OR THE SCHOOL FOR LOVERS, 2 P.M., CORALVILLE CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
• EARS ON A BEATLE, 2 P.M., RIVERSIDE

• PAUL DOWNING, M.A. PERCUSSION RECITAL, 1:30 P.M., VOXMAN STARK OPERA STUDIO
• SAXOPHONE AND PIANO RECITAL GUEST ARTIST NATHAN BOGERT, SAXOPHONE,
& ALAN HUCKLEBERRY, PIANO, 3 P.M., VOXMAN RECITAL HALL
• SENIOR RECITAL, JOSEPH ARCH, TRUMPET, 5:30 P.M., VOXMAN RECITAL HALL

MUSIC

• HEALING THROUGH MOVEMENT, YOGA FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY SEXUAL
VIOLENCE, 6:45 P.M., CAMPUS RECREATION & WELLNESS CENTER ACTIVITY ROOM 3

• NATHANIEL MACKEY READING, 8 P.M., DEY HOUSE 
FRANK CONROY READING ROOM

• RUSS/RUSSELL DANCE THESIS CONCERT, 8 P.M., 
SPACE/PLACE

WORDS

• RUSS/RUSSELL DANCE THESIS CONCERT, 8 P.M., 
SPACE/PLACE

• LEAD AS YOU ARE: USING YOUR POWER TO 
MAKE CHANGE, 5 P.M., LATINO NATIVE AMERICAN 
CULTURAL CENTER

DANCE

DI MISCELLANEOUS
• THE RECLAMATION WORKSHOP, 10 A.M., 
ENGLERT
• 24TH UI POWWOW AND ROUND DANCE, 11 
A.M.,  FIELD HOUSE
• QUEER HEALTHY RELATIONSHIP WORKSHOP, 2 
P.M., WESLEY CENTER, 120 N. DUBUQUE
• 2018 BRIDGING FIESTA, EMPIRE AND 
DYNASTIES, 7:30 P.M., IMU MAIN LOUNGE

• KAMAL TALUKDER, TRUMPET, 11:30 A.M., VOXMAN RECITAL HALL
• ROBERT PARKER, D.M.A. TROMBONE RECITAL, 1:30 P.M., VOXMAN RECITAL 
HALL
• PERCUSSION SPECTACULAR, 3 P.M., VOXMAN CONCERT HALL
• JOHNSON COUNTY LANDMARK, 7:30 P.M., VOXMAN CONCERT HALL

MUSIC

• RUSS/RUSSELL DANCE THESIS CONCERT, 8 P.M., SPACE/PLACE

DANCE

FILM
• ISLE OF DOGS, 11 A.M., 2:30, 5, & 7 P.M., FILMSCENE
• THE MIRACLE SEASON, 11:30 A.M., 2, & 4:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• SNOWPIERCER, 7 P.M., FILMSCENE

WORDS
• PIPELINE POETRY, 7 P.M., W151 PAPPAJOHN

SUNDAY, 7 P.M., FILMSCENE

SNOWPIERCER

EARS ON A BEATLE

FR
IDAY, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATE

R
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KINKY BOOTS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

them have ever seen a drag 
queen? But we all come to accept 
Lola and her message in our own 
time, which is what makes the 
show so fun. Every night, every 
single person has to go on their 
own journey.”

With 16 original songs by 
pop phenomenon Cyndi Lau-
per and choreography by Di-
rector Jerry Mitchell, Kinky 
Boots also makes audiences 
want to dance and sing along.

“You bring people in a room 

together and sing them some 
songs about the importance of 
individuality — you wear fancy 
boots, you dance really great — 
and somehow, that all [trans-
forms] into something people 
will remember forever.”

At the beginning of the Kinky 
Boots production process, 
Pugh recalled the creative team 
giving her and her fellow cast 
members a plethora of videos 
about authentic shoe factories, 
so they could expertly portray 
their characters.

“We also had to do a lot of di-
alect work,” Pugh said. “We’re 
not speaking in the typical ‘high 
English’ dialect that you typi-

cally think of. The show is set 
in Northampton, which is up 
north a bit and has a very spe-
cific accent with a lot of dark 
vowels. It was difficult but real-
ly rewarding to nail all of those 
sounds down.”

Kinky Boots’s stimulating 
plot and meticulous character 
depictions appeal to extensive 
audiences, including high-
school students to college stu-
dents and young adults.

Megan Gogerty, a Univer-
sity of Iowa lecturer special-
izing in musical theater and 
dramatic playwriting, ex-
plained Broadway musicals 
such as Kinky Boots are envi-

sioned to be fun and appeal to 
a variety of people.

This all-encompassing 
performance establishes re-
latability among individuals, 
while also provoking thought 
and response.

“It’s incredible hearing how 
people react and relate to the 
performances or some as-
pect of the story or a specific 
character,” Pugh said. “A lot 
of people see some of them-
selves in these characters, so 
hearing how they relate to the 
story differently than I do is 
really fun.”

Since its début in 2012 (Chi-
cago), the musical has earned 

several major awards, includ-
ing a Grammy award for “Best 
Musical Theater Album” and 
several Tony Awards for cate-
gories such as “Best Musical,” 
“Best Original Score,” and 
“Best Choreography.”

“It’s a story people will feel 
good about,” Hancher Exec-
utive Director Chuck Swan-
son said. “A lot of people love 
that Broadway spectacle, and 
it will have a lot of [thrilling] 
scenes, dancing, character, 
and fun costumes … It’s a 
light, fun musical.”

This weekend, people will 
witness a compassionate sto-
ry, illustrating just how great 

change can be once people 
open their minds to diverse 
experiences and communities.

“[Kinky Boots] is really about 
being who you are and express-
ing yourself, and we believe 
that’s sort of a universal mes-
sage in certain ways — that ev-
erybody sometimes doesn’t feel 
like they are accepted for who 
they are,” Hancher Market-
ing Director Rob Cline said. 
“This is a show that speaks to 
a fairly wide group of people, 
[demonstrating] the idea that 
we should peruse our pas-
sions and not be ashamed of 
who we are and accept others 
for who they are.”

Place, space, and the word
Nathaniel Mackey, a much acclaimed and honored writer, heads to the Dey 
House for a reading.
BY JOSHUA BALICKI 
joshua-balicki@uiowa.edu

After graduating from Princ-
eton, Nathaniel Mackey pur-
sued a doctorate at Stanford. 
Alongside an accomplished ca-
reer in writing, editing, and lit-
erary criticism, Mackey is now 
the Reynolds Price Professor of 
Creative Writing at Duke.

Mackey will read from his 
work at Dey House at 8 p.m. 
today. His collections of poetry 
include Nod House (2011), Splay 
Anthem (2006), which won the 
National Book Award, What-
said Serif (1998), and Eroding 
Witness (1985). Mackey has also 
published several installments 
of prose including From a Bro-
ken Bottle Traces of Perfume 
Still Emanate and Bedouin 
Hornbook in 1986.

As a literary theorist, his 
critical work includes Discrep-
ant Engagement: Dissonance, 
Cross-Culturality, and Experi-
mental Writing (1993) and Para-
critical Hinge: Essays, Talks, 
Notes, Interviews (2005).

Various cultural dispositions 
come into contact with one an-
other in his poetry and prose. 
They present alternative ways 
of viewing the world.

These cultural dispositions 
are not “unmovable and fixed 
and eternal,” Mackey said in 

an interview with the Chicago 
Review. “We're always making 
and remaking the traditions 
and the precepts that inform 
our moment and that we inher-
it from the past.”

Serving as the chancellor of 
the Academy of American Po-
ets from 2001 to 2007, Mackey 
has received such prestigious 
honors as a Guggenheim Foun-
dation Fellowship, a Founda-
tion for Contemporary Arts 
Fellowship, and the Roy Harvey 
Pearce/Archive for New Poetry 
Prize Award, among others.

At Stanford, Mackey wrote 
his dissertation on Robert Dun-
can, an influential figure in both 
the San Francisco Renaissance 
and the Black Mountain school 
of poetry. Inspired by these po-
etic movements, Mackey delved 
into topics of African-American 
folklore, West African mythol-
ogy, and religious Middle East-
ern tradition, among others.

“There are recurrent sites 
of investigation — whether 
the site is a particular myth or 
a particular trope or a partic-
ular theme — sites not only 
of investigation but sites of 
performance,” Mackey told 
the Chicago Review. “I wanted 
to be careful not to present it 
as something wholly synthe-
sized and thought out, with 
no cracks and no gaps and no 

leaks and no ellipses.”
The intersection of perfor-

mance and poetry is seen in 
Strick: Song of the Andoum-
boulou 16-25. His poetry ac-
companied by musicians Royal 
Hartigan and Hafez Modirza-
deh. Mackey summarizes his 
relationship with music as, 
“wounded kinship” in his work 
“Sound and Sentiment, Sound 
and Symbol.”

“[Music and language] can 
and do bring a certain solace 
to it, mixing consolation and 
complaint,” Mackey said in an 
interview with the Iowa Re-
view. “The word is our rescue, 
whether spoken, written, sung, 
or nonverbally intoned, in part 
because the language of music 
and the music of language ac-
cent a tending-toward.

By incorporating various ar-
tistic media, Mackey loosens the 
constraints of genre. Connor 
Southard of the Duke Chronicle 
referred to this combination as 
mystical — moving from the 
concrete to the mundane.

Mackey views art as an “act of 
transposition — a musical anal-
ogy. You get a piece of music in 
one key, and you transpose it 
to another,” Mackey said in an 
interview with the Duke Chron-
icle. “Art loses one of the sources 
of its vitality if it doesn’t stay in 
touch with the world.”

Mackey said African-Amer-
ican improvisational tradi-
tion has transcended both 
era and culture. Music stands 
as a “metaphor for all kinds 
of processes of cultural and 
social revaluation, cultural 
and social critique, cultural 
and social change,” Mackey 
told the Duke Chronicle.

Andrew R. Mossin in an 
Iowa Review interview notes 
the recurring use of orphan-
hood and displacement in 
his work. Mackey calls the or-
phan an archetypal figure — 
one constantly torn between 
solace and anxiety.

“The continual attempts 
to recover place and self are 
amplified by the ongoing 
dual recognition of loss and 
placelessness,” Mossin told 
the Iowa Review. “Mackey’s 
work inscribes for his read-
ers the ability of language to 
at once hurt and haunt our 
cultural present.”

When: 8 p.m. today

Where: Dey House Frank 
Conroy Reading Room

Cost: Free

EVENT INFO
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Writing in the wake of the African Diaspora 
Writers’ Workshop graduate Derek Nnuro and current student Tameka Cage Conley will host a literary workshop this weekend at the Englert. 
The workshop will focus on trends of the African Diaspora.
BY ELLY WOODS
ellyson-woods@uiowa.edu

On Saturday and Sunday 
April 15, the Englert, 221 E. 
Washington St., will host the 
Reclamation Workshop, a writ-
ing and storytelling workshop 
led by Derek Nnuro and Tameka 
Cage Conley. The workshop will 
focus on the literature of the Af-
rican Diaspora, the movement of 
African people from their native 
continent to other parts of the 
world, notably to the Americas. 
It will conclude with a reading 
on April 15.

The event is part of a larger 

program, the Englert Wave-
length Series, which gives youths 
and adults an arts education 
outside the classroom. Englert 
Executive Director Andre Perry 
said he hopes attendees leave the 
workshop feeling enlightened.

“We are very excited to have 
Tameka and Derek leading the 
first workshop,” Perry said in an 
email to The Daily Iowan. “They 
are both wonderful writers and 
accomplished cultural thinkers. 
Furthermore, they are extremely 
engaging as teachers; they will 
truly bring their students into 
the work in remarkable ways.”

Nnuro is a Ghanaian-Amer-

ican Writers’ Workshop grad-
uate and is working on a novel. 
Conley, who was born in Lou-
isiana, writes fiction, poetry, 
plays, among other things, and 
is in her final semester at the 
Workshop. Both have received 
distinguished fellowships from 
around the country.

Nnuro and Conley said in 
an email to The Daily Iowan this 
workshop was created because 
they believe in the value of shrink-
ing the gap created by black peo-
ple on each side of the Atlantic.

“We use literatures of the Af-
rican Diaspora to demonstrate 
that African American and Af-

rican writers have long been in 
conversation, evidenced by simi-
lar references to custom, culture, 
sufferings, and oppressions en-
acted by white supremacy, colo-
nialism, capitalism, exploitation, 
and sexism,” they said.

They also said literature on 
the African Diaspora centers on 
triumph and tragedy, something 
that can empower humans. The 
work is mostly written in En-
glish; however, the presenters 
said, diaspora writers are often 
daring in the way they approach 
the language.

“The work does not only 
upend but constantly interro-
gates language. In the study 
of fiction writing, this might 
be referred to as ‘voice,’ ” they 
said. “Writers are in perpetual 

pursuit of their unique voices, 
and an exploration of the work 
of writers of Africa and its dias-
pora can be a very empowering 
process for writers.”

Conley said she tends to write 
about personal journeys one can 
take, through trauma, healing, 
adventure, and the beauty of 
these journeys.

“Thematically, I am interest-
ed in the black family and how 
the toxic institutions of history 
have sought to dissect, destroy, 
and dismantle it, and how in 
revolutionary fashion, it has re-
mained, though often tattered,” 
Conley said.

Nnuro said that because 
writers are influenced by 
their backgrounds, a first 
novel can usually be seen as a 

kind of autobiography.
“Just like any other writer, my 

cultural identity — in this case, 
Ghanaian — bleeds through my 
work,” Nnuro said. “To be honest, 
I have no stories to tell otherwise.”

Both Nnuro and Conley said 
they hope participants walk 
away with a sense of self-em-
powerment through their art.

Contributed

Where: Englert, 221 E. Washington

When: Saturday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; 
April 15, 2-5 p.m.

Cost: $185 (partial and full schol-
arships are available) 

EVENT INFO
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