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sarah-e-watson@uiowa.edu

With less than a month left of Iowa Gov. Kim 
Reynolds’ first legislative session in the state’s 
highest office, she touted key legislative accom-
plishments as Iowans called for action on a variety 
of issues.

Reynolds spoke at the Coralville Hy-Vee as part 
of her 99-county tour following her delivery of the 
Condition of the State address in January. She 
praised the state’s expansion of education oppor-
tunities and mental-health reform before fielding 
passionate questions about school safety and gun 
control.

Iowa ready for workforce development
Reynolds signed a work-

force-development bill Tues-
day aimed at expanding formal 
job-training opportunities after 
high school.

House File 2458, dubbed the 
Future Ready Iowa Act, aims to 
ensure 70 percent of Iowans re-

ceive formal training past high school by 2025. It is 
one of two major bills that has received widespread 
bipartisan support, passing unanimously through 
both chambers of the state Legislature.

BY ELIANNA NOVITCH
elianna-novitch@uiowa.edu

When asked what they want 
to be when they grow up, 
children’s answers can range 
from doctor or hairdresser to 
firefighter to superhero. For 
Glenn Townes, the answer was 
always “journalist.”

From a young age, the Daily 
Iowan alumnus has had a pas-
sion for journalism.

“People say to me frequent-
ly that ever since I was a child, 
the only thing I ever wanted to 
be was a journalist, writer, re-
porter,” Townes said. “That I’m 
doing it 40-some-odd years 
later, I think it just shows that 
once you determine and focus 
on doing something and you 
really put your mind to it, you 
can achieve anything.”

Townes has worked at 
a number of publications 
throughout his career in jour-
nalism, and he is now a senior 
contributing writer at the 
Network Journal — a business 
magazine and website based 
in New York — as well as a 
contributing writer for other 
publications, including Black 
Enterprise magazine, the South 
Jersey Journal, and US 1 News.

“My interest in journalism 
has always been from writing 
business and financial news, 

but working as a general-as-
signment [reporter] at differ-
ent publications kind of gave 
me the background that I 
needed to later on in my career 
focus on business news and fi-
nancial news,” Townes said.

During his time at the DI, 
Townes was a general-assign-
ment reporter for two years, 
1982-1984, helping cover the 
police beat and courts.

He also worked as one of the 
first editors of the UI African 
American student newspaper, 
the Challenger, in the early 
1980s.

Townes graduated from the 
UI in 1986 with a B.A. in jour-
nalism and mass communica-
tion and a minor in English.

Some of his major accom-

When Iowa baseball 
needs a boost, he 
delivers
Each team has that go-to guy in 
the clutch, the player a coach 
can count on to get a hit when 
it matters. For Hawkeye head 
coach Rick Heller, that guy is 
Lorenzo Elion, a transfer from 
Kirkwood Community College. 
Sports, 8

Find the DI on your 
Snapchat Discover page
Tune in for Scan this code after 
11 a.m. today to learn about 
concerts coming to Iowa, read 
recipes to get you ready for 
spring, and hear a special mes-
sage from Iowa baseball. Scan 
this code after 11 a.m. today to 
watch and subscribe.

The fallacy of 
deterrents
Killers will find a way to kill, 
with or without guns. This 
was a position argued by New 
York University law professor 
Richard Epstein in a lecture 
Thursday. People who want to 
do harm, no matter how thor-
ough a system is, will still find 
ways to access guns or other 
weapons, he said. News, 3

Postseason in full swing
For the first time this season, 
both the men’s and women’s 
gymnastics teams are in 
postseason action. The men 
head to the Big Ten meet, and 
the women gear up for their 
regional. Both squads need sol-
id performances all-around to 
come back to Iowa City in good 
standings. Sports, 8

Shifting from awareness 
to activism
This April marks the 15th-annual 
Sexual Assault Activism Month. 
Local groups such as the Rape 
Victim Advocacy Program will 
hold events and discussions, 
which organizers expect to be 
interesting in the wake of the 
#MeToo movement. News, 3

Hawkeye roots in 
wrestling World Cup
This weekend, Iowa City will be 
transformed into the wrestling 
mecca of the world. Carv-
er-Hawkeye will host the Free-
style World Cup, in which the top 
wrestlers in the world will go for 
gold. Thomas Gilman, a former 
Hawkeye, will have his shot at a 
gold medal. Sports, 8

SEE TOWNES, 2

DI alum retains his 
passion for journalism
Glenn Townes has long known he wanted to be a journalist, and he 
has gone on to have a long career in the profession after working at 
the DI during his undergrad years.

Reynolds rolls 
into Hawkeye 
territory
As part of her 99-county tour, 
Gov. Kim Reynolds fielded 
school-safety questions and 
praised mental-health reform and 
workforce-training expansion.

SEE REYNOLDS, 2
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The spy from the UI

BY KIT FITZGERALD
katherine-fitzgerald@uiowa.edu

In 1969, his third year at the UI 
College of Law, James Olson received 
a phone call in his dorm room. The 
man calling was vague and brief, 
wanting to discuss a potentially in-
teresting career opportunity.

Olson was still in the Navy Re-
serve, so he assumed the offer was 
talking about coming back to active 
duty for a special mission.

At this time, Olson had job offers 
from law firms in Clinton and Atlan-

tic. He wanted to stay in Iowa and 
work at one of the firms.

Olson was born and raised in West 
Des Moines and to this day loves his 
home state. He lived an idyllic child-
hood: raised in a supportive family, 
played sports after school, and had a 
job as a paperboy for The Des Moines 
Register.

After college, Olson served in the 
Navy. He thought it sounded ex-
citing, and because his father had 
served in the Army during World 
War II, service and honor were im-
portant values to Olson.

“Some people just have the bug to 
serve,” he said. “And I had that bug.”

He accepted the caller’s invitation 
to a meeting in a downtown Des 
Moines hotel. Instead of the Navy, he 
found himself face-to-face with a CIA 
recruiter.

“It was a real shock,” Olson said. 
“I had no idea the CIA would be out 
spotting like that and would find 
someone like me from Iowa.”

Back then, being an Iowan re-
cruited by the CIA made Olson was 
somewhat of a novelty. At the time, 
most recruits were from Ivy League 

schools. Now, Olson said, the CIA 
finds many Iowa recruits.

“Iowans are good people. Iowans 
have good values …” Olson said and 
laughed. “And there’s a lot of patrio-
tism in Iowa; a lot of honor and in-
tegrity.”

He speculated he was spotted for 
a number of reasons. Despite major-
ing in economics and mathematics 
as an undergraduate, Olson discov-
ered a passion for other cultures and 
foreign languages during his time 

SEE CIA, 2

UI alumnus James Olson reflects on his exciting life as a CIA operative, 
starting with a mysterious phone call and an inexplicable urge to serve. 
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at the UI. He learned French 
and Russian, which led to his 
acting as an interpreter in 
the Navy.

Olson had been excited 
about his future practicing 
law in a small county-seat 
town in Iowa, but the CIA 
promised adventure and a 
unique opportunity to serve. 
He decided to go through 
the CIA recruitment process, 
which he described as in-
tense and elaborate.

There were incredible num-
bers of psychological screen-
ings, thorough medical tests, 
and “very intrusive” polygraph 
sessions that asked about ev-
ery detail of his life.

Olson also visited Washing-
ton for interviews. He couldn’t 
tell anyone he knew what 
he was doing, so he told his 
friends that he was still hunt-
ing for a job. This was the be-
ginning of Olson’s double life.

After general training, Ol-
son thought he would work 
as an analyst, but a panel 
told Olson his psychological 
profile and training reports 
showed he would be best for 
operational work.

Olson said back then, peo-
ple signed up for the CIA on 

patriotism alone and trusted 
the CIA would know how to 
use them. It was with incred-
ible faith that Olson put aside 
the path he saw for himself 
and became an operator.

“I had not seen myself in 
that way but they saw some-
thing in me that I didn’t see 
… It turned out, they were 
right,” Olson said. “They 
knew me better than I knew 
myself.” Thus, began Olson’s 
life as a spy.

Although most operations 
are classified, Olson writes in 
his book Fairplay: the Moral Di-
lemmas of Spying that he is per-
mitted to say he “served under 
official cover in Moscow, Vi-
enna, and Mexico City.” His 
targets were “Soviet KGB, ter-
rorists, narcotics traffickers, 
nuclear proliferators, North 
Korea, Iran, Libya, Cuba, and 
other threats to our nation’s 
security.”

“There was always a fear 
of being exposed …” Olson 
said. “Sometimes, you have 
diplomatic immunity, and 
sometimes you don’t. If you 
don’t, you know that if you get 
caught you go to prison. That 
kind of adds a bit of spice to 
your life.”

He and his wife, Meredith, 
who also worked for the CIA, 
didn’t intend on telling their 
children about their careers, 
but a mission in Vienna 

changed that.
Olson had received a death 

threat from terrorists he was 
working against. The letter 
started, “Dear Infidel Dog.” 
As if that wasn’t disturbing 
enough, the death threat ref-
erenced Olson, his wife, and 
their three children by name.

The couple decided to tell 
their oldest son, Jeremy, who 
was 16, that they worked for 
the CIA and needed his help 
looking out for his siblings. Ol-
son said Jeremy accepted the 
responsibility and was proud 
of his parents.

“[Jeremy] had never sus-
pected anything,” Olson said 
proudly.

He loved the excitement of 
operational work but knew he 
eventually wanted to teach. He 
enrolled in the CIA’s Officer 
in Residence program, where 
he could temporarily work on 
college campuses to discuss 
the importance of intelligence 
and national security.

At that time, George H.W. 
Bush created the George Bush 
School of Government and 
Public Service at Texas A&M. 
Olson was asked to teach there 
and did so for two years.

Then, he and Meredith were 
asked to return to Washing-
ton, but they decided to stay in 
Texas. Olson had discovered a 
passion for teaching and Mer-
edith was in nursing school.

“[The decision] wasn’t easy. 
We felt a certain amount of 
guilt,” Olson said. “That’s our 
culture: to serve when asked.”

But they decided that coach-
ing the next generation was 
important to serving the coun-
try. When the Bush school of-
fered Olson a full-time faculty 
position, he accepted.

However, teaching at a col-
lege meant the spy couple had 
to come out from undercover.

They had to tell their par-
ents, siblings, relatives, and 
friends that they had been 
lying about their lives for 30 
years, which Olson described 
as traumatic. He also said ad-
mitting to years of overseas 
crimes and espionage meant 
travel options became some-
what limited.

Personal safety was the 
main consequence of coming 
out from undercover. Olson 
said he and Meredith are al-
ways cautious, because they 
are now potential targets.

But it’s a small price to pay, 
he said.

He took advantage of 
coming out to start a na-
tional discussion about top-
ics in the CIA that he felt 
deserved attention.

He was surprised about the 
lack of debate in the CIA about 
ethics. In the war on terror, 
he recognized what he did 
“wasn’t always pretty” and felt 

the guidelines for operatives 
cannot be ambiguous.

“We need to have a debate in 
the country about the morality 
of some of the things we were 
doing,” Olson said. “Things 
like the assassinations, the 
waterboarding, the kidnap-
ping, and seduction. Are these 
things that we, in good con-
science, can do on the behalf 
of the American people?”

To promote the debate, he 
published Fairplay in 2006, 
and he prompts discussions 
on morality and ethics in his 
classes at the Bush school, 

where he still teaches.
He gets mixed feedback 

from the public about his 
work in the CIA, but he be-
lieves getting the word out 
and being transparent is 
important. He’s passionate 
about discussing the work 
that he was proud to do.

“Espionage [is] exhilarat-
ing: stealing foreign countries’ 
secrets on their turf, right 
under their noses, and not 
getting caught,” Olson said. 
“Probably more exciting than 
being a lawyer in a small town 
in Iowa.”
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TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALLGAME

Thomas A. Stewart/The Daily Iowan
The Senior Center Tappers kick off the baseball season with a special choreographed dance on Thursday afternoon.

CIA
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

plishments include being 
invited to speak as a Profes-
sional-in-Residence twice at 
the UI, in 2007 and 2016, and 
being awarded the Frank Al-
len Field Reporting Award 
by the Institute for Journal-
ism & Natural Resources in 
July 2017.

“The award will enable me 

to travel to Cuba in the com-
ing months to write in-depth 
articles regarding the plight 
of Cuban farmers and their 
alliance with African-Amer-
ican farmers,” Townes said 
in an email. “In addition, the 
organization awarded me a 
reporting fellowship in April 
2017 to cover the Flint, Michi-
gan, water crisis. I was able to 
publish several articles from 
my stay in Flint, including 
one story that was an exclu-
sive and picked up by the na-

tional wire services … a major 
coup for a journalist.”

In his 30-plus years since 
his time as a journalism stu-
dent at the UI, Townes said, 
he has seen the journalism 
industry change enormously.

“Nowadays, everyone is 
tied to a cellphone or laptop 
and prefers to get news in-
stantaneously,” he said in 
an email. “While I don’t con-
demn the concept, I think it 
deters journalists and writ-
ers from becoming more 

entrenched when writing a 
story. I think relevant details 
and other salient points of an 
interview with a subject may 
be overlooked or dismissed 
for the sake of immediacy.”

He said that he doesn’t 
regret pursuing a career in 
journalism.

“I can honestly say that I’m 
doing what I’ve always want-
ed to do — be a journalist,” 
Townes said. “I followed my 
passion and not the money. 
No regrets, no regrets.”

TOWNES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“We’re making sure that 
they’re prepared for the jobs 
of tomorrow and that they are 
competitive in a global knowl-
edge economy,” Reynolds said. 
“So while we talk about [edu-
cation] continuing to be a pri-
ority, we do have to be careful 
that we’re not measuring the 
quality of education by sheer 
number of dollars that we are 
putting into it, because if we 
are not focused on preparing 
our young people for the fu-
ture, then we are failing.”

The plan calls for a reg-
istered apprenticeship-de-
velopment program, volun-
teer-mentoring program, 
summer youth-intern pro-
gram, summer postsecondary 
courses for high-schoolers, 
employer-innovation fund, 
and skilled-workforce grants 
and scholarships.

Impassioned discussion on 
gun reform

Phoebe Chapnick-Sorokin, 
a City High student and 
member of Students Against 
School Shootings, asked 
Reynolds about keeping stu-
dents safe in schools.

“We talked about getting 
more funding for K-12 schools, 
but there is something else 
that is in our learning envi-
ronment, and that is the fear 
of getting shot,” Chapnick-So-
rokin said to an outburst of 
clapping and cheering from 
those in attendance.

Reynolds’ response: The 
issue requires a holistic 
solution.

She put forth ideas such 
as requiring more schools 
to implement and practice 
school-security plans in the 
event of an active shooter. A 
bill requiring security plans 
surfaced in the Legislature, 
but it failed to pass a previous 
funnel deadline.

The solutions Reynolds 
pointed to included an ex-
panded children’s men-
tal-health system and more 
interpersonal outreach by the 
entire community. The Legis-
lature unanimously passed a 
sweeping mental-health-care 
reform that established crisis 
centers and lifted a cap on the 
number of beds in a facility, 
but Reynolds said a system for 
children was her next priority.

“There are laws on the 
books already that made 
people think they were safe, 
but they weren’t followed 
through on every single lev-
el,” she said. “We need to 
make sure we have back-
ground checks that are accu-
rate and when they are accu-
rate, we need to make sure 
they are communicated.”

Center for Worker Justice 
advocates for immigrants

Iowa City City Councilor 
Mazahir Salih, the first Suda-

nese immigrant to hold public 
office in the United States and 
a Center for Worker Justice 
cofounder, attended Reyn-
olds’ visit with a group of peo-
ple holding signs supporting 
immigrants and opposing a 
bill ready to be signed by the 
governor that would crack 
down on “sanctuary cities,” 
preventing communities from 
circumventing federal immi-
gration laws.

Salih said she approached 
Reynolds to ask a question 
about the bill while holding a 
small sign supporting immi-
grants but was stopped by a 
man in the crowd unaffiliated 
with the Reynolds campaign.

The man declined to give 
The Daily Iowan his name.

“He grabbed me by the arm 
… and said, ‘No you cannot 
do that,’ ” Salih said. “I told 
him you are a citizen of this 
country, I am a citizen of this 
country, and we both have 
the right to ask our governor 
a question.”

REYNOLDS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Olson admitted that most 
people nowadays probably 
would not accept the mys-
tery caller’s invitation. So 
how does the CIA recruit, if 
not through “cold approach-
es” or “P-spotters,” who 
are professor spotters who 
lookout for potential CIA re-

cruits on college campuses?
On March 26, the CIA held 

an informational meeting in 
the IMU. Two men, a retired 
CIA operative and a current 
CIA operative, introduced 
themselves as Zach and Dan 
and passed out pamphlets 
and stress balls with the CIA 

stamp on them.
The meeting was trans-

parent and precise, unlike 
Olson’s recruitment pro-
cess. After 75 minutes of 
hypotheticals, jokes, and 
details about the work the 
different directorates do 
in the CIA, Zach and Dan 

took questions.
James Seyfer, senior as-

sociate director at Pomer-
antz Center, said the CIA 
recruits on campus like 
any other company would, 
and the university acts as a 
bridge between the CIA and 
its students.
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RVAP kicks off its 15th-annual Sexual Assault Activism Month with a variety of inclusive events planned throughout the month.

Local groups focus on sexual assault
BY ELIANNA NOVITCH
elianna-novitch@uiowa.edu

A month of activities ded-
icated to addressing and 
prompting action regarding 
sexual assault has kicked off as 
April gets underway.

The Rape Victim Advocacy 
Program has partnered with 
other community organiza-
tions to put on this year’s Sex-
ual Assault Activism Month. 
The local event coincides with 
the national Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month.

“About two or three years 
ago, we changed the name 
to Sexual Assault Activism 
Month, and that change was 
really intentional to move 
people away from awareness 
and toward action,” RVAP 
Assistant Director of preven-
tion and outreach Susan Junis 
said. “The awareness is a really 
passive stance, and we want 

the community to be active 
in working to end sexual vio-
lence. We changed the name 
of it to reflect that priority.”

Some of the community part-
ners involved with the activism 
month include the Women’s 
Resource & Action Center, Ni-
saa African Family Services, 
Monsoon United Asian Women 
of Iowa, and Domestic Violence 
Intervention Program.

“One of the things that’s 
really critical about the part-
nerships that is helping RVAP 
drive these events is diversity 
of the groups,” RVAP Director 
Adam Robinson said. “Hope-
fully, throughout the month 
we’ve got some events that are 
as inclusive as possible and 
help to shine as broad a light on 
this as we can.”

WRAC has a long-standing 
history of being involved with 
the activism month. WRAC has 
hosted Take Back the Night, 

one of the biggest events of the 
month, for more than 25 years.

“Since its founding, WRAC 
has worked for greater equity in 
our community, and an import-
ant piece of that is creating safe 
environments for everyone,” 
Martha Pierce, the WRAC assis-
tant director and violence-pre-
vention program coordinator 
said in an email. “To have a safe 
community, we have to address 
the issue of sexual violence. Be-
cause this is still an impactful is-
sue that needs to be addressed, 
it is important to have time set 
aside to center the work that 
happens to prevent sexual vio-
lence and support survivors.”

A variety of events are sched-
uled that aim to be inclusive for 
all. Some include a Queer Thrift 
Shop Pop-Up, Consent Kara-
oke, and Take Back the Night.

“I went to the Take Back the 
Night event last year, and that 
was one of the first real experi-

ences I had hearing from survi-
vors in person. It’s such a power-
ful experience,” RVAP volunteer 
Abby Dickson said. “I’m excited 
that it’s happening again. I’m 
also really excited for Consent 
Karaoke, because I think that is 
such a good and funny way to 
spread information.”

With the rise of the #Me-
Too movement and #TimesUp 
in recent months, Robinson 
said, it will be interesting to 
see how, and if, it affects this 
year’s activism month.

“I think that one thing that’s 
certainly unique this year ver-
sus years past is that sexual 
assault and sexual harassment 
have been much more main-
stream topics and discussions 
throughout the year than they 
had been previously,” Robin-
son said. “We’re trying to high-
light this epidemic in April be-
cause it’s not talked about. So 
those movements and the cou-

rageous folks who are driving 
those movements have helped, 
hopefully, this particular April 
… to be more engaging and 

more accessible to folks who 
have been paying attention and 
are thinking about the realities 
of sexual violence.”

Visiting Professor Richard Epstein presented his thoughts on gun regulation, homicide prevention, and interpretation of the Second 
Amendment during a lecture on Thursday.

Killers will kill without guns, prof argues
BY CHRISTOPHER BORRO
christopher-borro@uiowa.edu

Deterrents against homi-
cide and remedies for public 
safety were some of the issues 
discussed by New York Uni-
versity law Professor Richard 
Epstein during a Thursday 
afternoon lecture at the Boyd 
Law Building.

The lecture was organized by 
the University of Iowa chapter 
of the Federalist Society.

Epstein talked about a variety 
of topics relating to gun regula-
tion and general security. One 
of his specific talking points was 
how the wording of the Second 
Amendment (“A well-regulated 

militia, being necessary for the 
security of a free state, the right 
of the people to keep and bear 
arms, shall not be infringed”) af-
fects people’s interpretation of it.

Afterwards, he took ques-
tions from the audience.

“I thought [the lecture] was 
great. I know he’s a really cele-
brated thinker … I thought he 
gave a really fair and interesting 
talk,” Brian Talcott, a second 
year UI law student, said.w

Epstein said a principle of 
regulation is that people adapt 
to their situations, meaning 
that a restriction on firearms 
would only lead to an increase 
in the number of homicides by 
knives, vehicles, or even mail 

bombs. He argued that anybody 
with the desire to kill would 
still do so with or without gun 
sanctions, because they don’t 
have the moral standards that 
non-homicidal people do.

He noted that the number 
of people who commit suicide 
after attempting or committing 
homicide, such as recent San 
Bruno shooter Nasim Aghdam, 
is high, and thus the death pen-
alty is no deterrent against mur-
der for people who want to die.

“I think, given the high rate of 
suicide, it’s extremely difficult 
[to deter homicides]. The death 
penalty is extremely difficult to 
impose, and it takes 20 or 30 
years to do it,” Epstein said. “If 

somebody knows they’re going 
to live for 20 years and have a 
50 percent chance of getting 
off, the death penalty is not go-
ing to be a penalty for them. I 
think the better strategy is high-
er rates of apprehension and 
quicker convictions, even with 
shorter terms.”

He said many offenders, in-
cluding Aghdam and Parkland 
gunman Nikolas Cruz, were 
turned in to the police for eval-
uation of their threat to public 
safety but were released.

After a maiming or assault, 
he said, the victim can be com-
pensated, but such reparations 
aren’t possible for murder vic-
tims, leading their families to, 

at times, sue people they wrong-
ly believe are at fault for their 
loved ones’ deaths.

Epstein gave the example of 
companies that provide firearms 
that are used to save peoples’ 
lives during attempted rapes or 
robberies and compared them 
to pharmaceutical companies 
that make drugs used to prevent 
life-threatening illnesses.

The companies would be 
unable to make firearms and 
medicine that save people if 
their funds are reallocated to 
victims’ families whose deaths 
they never intended.

He gave the example of a driv-
er’s license being a way to weed 
out inexperienced or potentially 

dangerous drivers, much in the 
same way that gun ownership 
is often licensed to experienced 
and safety-oriented individuals. 
People who want to do harm, no 
matter how thorough a system 
is, will still find ways to access 
both vehicles and guns, he said.

“[Epstein is] a very modern 
scholar … if you go look at his 
bibliography on the NYU web-
site, his list of publications goes 
for more than 70 pages,” said 
Robert Miller, a UI law professor 
and the faculty moderator for 
the Federalist Society. “He’s one 
of the most cited law professors 
in the world. [Epstein] is a main-
stay of the Federalist Society, so 
he’s in very high demand.”

Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
RVAP is seen on Thursday. 
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State auditor candidate sells campaign by 
highlighting political views and inexperience

NAFTA should be renegotiated, and if the president looks beyond America-first policies, he may be able to alleviate illegal immigration as well.

Why NAFTA should be renegotiated now

As election season ap-
proaches, many eyes will 
be set on gubernatorial and 
congressional races, but not 
many will focus on the state 
auditor’s race. The Iowa Au-
ditor’s Office has one main 
goal, and that is to be the a 
watchdog for all taxpayers 
in Iowa. The office serves to 

ensure that taxpayers’ dol-
lars are used to benefit all, 
and it does that by auditing 
governmental agencies and 
subdivisions and providing 
guidelines for performing 
audits to CPA firms.

That being said, one can-
didate in the running to 
become the next state au-
ditor would not be able to 
serve the basic functions 
of the office. Rob Sand, as-
sistant attorney general, 
recently told the DI in an 
interview, “We are seeing 
the Iowa Legislature and 
Republicans in charge make 
a series of incredible invest-
ment cuts where they’re re-
ally damaging Iowa’s future 

because they’re not will-
ing to invest in education, 
they’re not willing to invest 
in health care, they’re not 
even willing to invest in law 
enforcement.” 

Sand seems to misunder-
stand that the state auditor 
is not to be elected to serve 
as a legislator. The entire-
ty of the responsibilities of 
the office include “provid-
ing audit, review, and other 
technical services to state 
and local governments to 
ensure the effective, eco-
nomical businesslike con-
duct of public activities in a 
prudent, accountable man-
ner to achieve the intended 
purposes.” Investing in edu-

cation, health care, and law 
enforcement do not fall un-
der the scope of the position 
of auditor. While those ideas 
may sound great to Sand, his 
advocacy for them should 
not come before his job — 
which is auditing.

According to the audi-
tor’s website, “The Auditor 
of State is a constitutional 
official, elected every four 
years. The auditor is re-
quired to annually make a 
complete audit of the books, 
records, and accounts of 
every department of state 
government.”

Unfortunately, Sand’s ex-
perience as assistant attor-
ney general does not certify 

him as a public accountant. 
He would thus be unable to 
perform an important func-
tion of the job.

Although Sand’s interview 
with the DI says that there 
is incredible divisiveness in 
this generation, he mentions 
the Democratic Party a num-
ber of times, a bold move for 
an office that does not aim 
to be political. His view of 
fiscal policy in Iowa, along 
with his incessant need to 
support the Democratic 
Party, would serve the state 
better as a congressman, not 
an auditor. Running a cam-
paign on further politicizing 
governmental offices should 
not be a goal, especially in 

the age of Trump. Along 
with politicizing the office, 
Sand sees himself as a quali-
fied candidate because of his 
age or lack thereof.

Electing people based 
on their want to think with 
their heart instead of their 
head, youth and inexperi-
ence, and political affilia-
tion would not only be detri-
mental to the governmental 
organization, it would also 
mean that the office would 
lose its status as the leading 
CPA firm in the state of Io-
wa. Iowans deserve an office 
that is not politicized, espe-
cially when it is entrusted 
with investigating fraud in 
governmental entities.

COLUMN

When it comes to hard-line 
stances, the current admin-
istration has plenty of them, 
especially in terms of immi-
gration and renegotiating 
NAFTA to “put America first.” 
If President Trump wants to 
do something about illegal 
immigration, he should tack-
le a source of the problem, 
such as NAFTA, instead of 
wasting money on a wall. The 
problems in Mexico include 
drug trafficking, poor work-
ing conditions, unemploy-

ment, and poverty. All these 
issues drive migrants to the 
border. What does NAFTA 
have to do with this, and how 
can renegotiating help?

NAFTA is trade agree-
ment among the United 
States, Mexico, and Can-
ada. This agreement lifts 
tariffs on goods traded and 
encourages companies to 
do business across borders. 
It was meant to benefit all 
countries, but that hasn’t 
happened. Mexico received 
jobs in the automotive in-
dustry and increased ex-
ports, but that was at the 
cost of tons of subsidized 
U.S. corn and other foods 
flooding the market.

NPR has reported, “Seven-
ty-five thousand Iowa farm-
ers grew twice as much corn 
as 3 million Mexican farm-
ers at half the cost. U.S. corn 

flooded Mexico. An estimat-
ed 2 million Mexican farm 
workers in general left the 
countryside for big cities.”

This caused dependency 
on imported food by wiping 
out small farmers’ ability to 
compete and forcing them 
to leave to find other work.

Jobs brought by compa-
nies looking for cheaper 
labor in Mexico are not a 
sustainable options, either. 
The companies that move 
to Mexico are enticed by lax 
regulations on working con-
ditions and environmental 
standards, which does noth-
ing for the common work-
ers. They can’t make enough 
to live and the land they 
could farm is taken away. 
NAFTA has also increased 
the drug trade by providing 
more opportunities in which 
drugs can cross the border.

According to the Coun-
cil on Hemispheric Affairs, 
“NAFTA has unintentionally, 
or through the negligence 
of those championing the 
free-trade agreement, ben-
efited the [drug-trafficking 
organizations]. Not only 
has NAFTA exponentially 
increased border traffic, 
allowing the probability 
that drugs passing across 
the border to grow, but it 
has made the smuggling of 
weapons back into Mexico 
easier as well.”

The large levels of in-
equality allow drug-traffick-
ing organizations to manip-
ulate and recruit people to 
work in their supply chain 
in hopes of making a living. 
This makes an already bad 
problem worse. These nu-
merous issues leave many 
Mexicans stuck in poverty 

and danger, forcing them 
north. In fact, right after 
NAFTA was implemented, 
migration doubled in 1994. 
Overall, Mexico has only 
seen minimal growth and 
more problems — that is not 
enough to justify NAFTA the 
way it currently is.

According to the Council 
on Foreign Relations, “Be-
tween 1993 and 2013, Mexi-
co’s economy grew at an av-
erage rate of just 1.3 percent 
a year during a period when 
Latin America was under-
going a major expansion. 
Poverty remains at the same 
levels as in 1994.”

On the other hand, Trump 
believes that NAFTA needs 
to be renegotiated solely 
because it has been pulling 
U.S. jobs across the border, 
failing to consider reper-
cussions on the other side. 

Viewing this renegotiation 
purely through “America 
first” glasses will cause an 
uptick (as historically prov-
en) in the president’s other 
least favorite topic: illegal 
immigration. Somewhere 
along the line a compromise 
needs to be made.

I think it’s necessary to 
view this renegotiation as an 
opportunity to help alleviate 
migration issues to some 
extent, as an alternative to 
wasting money on a wall. Of 
course, not every problem 
can be blamed on NAFTA, 
but there are enough clear 
connections to force a re-
negotiation that has Mex-
ican interests in mind. Al-
leviating even a little bit of 
the problems brought on by 
NAFTA will help the Mexi-
can people and our own ille-
gal-immigration issue.

Under new policy under the Trump administration, ICE ceases releasing pregnant women from detention facilities despite poor medical care.

ICE ends policy of releasing pregnant women

Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement used to release 
pregnant women from custo-
dy in compliance with a policy 
from former President Barack 
Obama. However, with Trump 
administration policy changes 
underway, this will no longer 
be the case. Instead, ICE re-
ported that it will no longer 
release women on the sole ba-
sis that they are pregnant, and 
those women will be treated 
the same as all detainees. Ad-
ditionally, ICE says it will con-
tinue to provide prenatal care, 

education, and access to spe-
cialists for pregnant women.

Aligning with an execu-
tive order issued by President 
Trump last year that forces 
ICE to comply with current 
immigration laws, the agency 
began implementing changes 
in its detention facilities across 
the nation. Since the changes, 
more than 500 pregnant wom-
en have been detained, and ICE 
has said that men and women 
should be treated the same be-
cause women are as capable as 
men when it comes to commit-
ting heinous crimes.

Taking everything into ac-
count, however, it is no secret 
that ICE’s detention facilities 
are the last place pregnant 
women need to be because of 
the poor health services avail-
able to detainees. Since 2017, 
for instance, 12 detainees have 
died in ICE custody, and more 
than 170 have perished since 

2003, according to the Com-
munity Initiatives for Visiting 
Immigrants in Confinement.

Last year, the Homeland 
Security Department investi-
gated five detention facilities 
in the country and found that 
four had significant problems 
that needed to be addressed. 
Furthermore, it has been re-
ported by the West Texas 
Detention Facility in Sierra 
Blanca that officers have been 
found to deny health care to 
detainees in privately owned 
detention facilities.

While pregnant women 
fared well under the Obama 
administration, under the 
new policy, it is clear to see 
that this will no longer be the 
case. Because of the time court 
proceedings can take on im-
migration matters, pregnant 
women can be held in deten-
tion centers any time from 
a few weeks to months. And 

during the time spent in cus-
tody, women are vulnerable to 
improper treatment.

In the past few years, hor-
rendous stories have surfaced 
in the media, such as the case 
of Jennye Pagoada Lopez of 
Honduras. While in custody, 
Lopez was one of two wom-
en who suffered miscarriages 
because of being denied basic 
health care even though the 
detention facility in which she 
was being held was aware of 
her high-risk pregnancy. In 
2017, a complaint was filed by 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union with Homeland Security 
regarding 10 pregnant women 
experiencing little to no med-
ical care during their time in 
detention facilities, which also 
resulted in miscarriages.

Under these new policy re-
forms implemented by the 
Trump Administration, it is clear 
to see that pregnant women will 

suffer during their time in custo-
dy with ICE. There is no excuse 
for prenatal care – or any form 
medical care – to be ignored by 
detention facilities because in 
their entirety, they are basic hu-

man rights. It is a sad day in the 
U.S. when women fear losing 
their unborn children based on 
the lack of medical care provided 
to them by a system that is sup-
posed to assist. 

MARINA JAIMES
marina-jaimes@uiowa.edu

COLUMN

MICHELLE KUMAR
michelle-kumar@uiowa.edu

Allen J. Schaben/Los Angeles Times/TNS
An unidentified Immigration and Customs Enforcement deportation 
officer reviews forms at the the Pacific Enforcement Response Cen-
ter in Laguna Niguel, California in an April 26, 2017.
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Going into a weekend se-
ries with unranked Wiscon-
sin, Iowa softball needs to 
turn its ship around if the 
Hawkeyes hope to fare well 
in the postseason.

Head coach Marla Looper 
and her squad have slipped 
into a four-game losing skid 
— and those losses haven’t 
been pretty.

A loss to Drake and three 
losses to a struggling Mary-
land team demonstrated 
how quiet the Hawkeye bats 
have become. 

“We got some ground to 
make up, but that’s just the 
reality of it,” Looper said. 
“The hopes and dreams are 
that we can hopefully flip it 
around pretty quickly and 
make up that ground quick.”

In each loss, Iowa has 
scored at most 2 runs. The 
team has been slow at the 
plate all season. The Black 
and Gold bat .234, good for 
the third-worst in the con-

ference. They are last in 
home runs. 

“I think we’re right there,” 
junior Mallory Kilian said. 
“We’re working on a few lit-
tle things — adjustments and 
just picking that right pitch. 
I think if we just get back to 
the mindset of attacking the 
ball and attacking around the 
strike zone, then we will be 
more successful.”

Two Hawkeyes have con-
sistently come through in 
the batter’s box. Kilian and 
Allie Wood are the only 
starters hitting above .300 
this season. 

Looper has addressed 
the lack of hitting and 
has made lineup chang-
es throughout the season. 
Kilian started this year 
batting third but has since 
moved up to leadoff.

She has a .450 on-base per-
centage and is 5-for-5 in sto-
len bases.

“I think my on-base per-
centage and just me putting 
the ball in play was the factor 
in [the move],” Kilian said. “If 

it’s first or third or wherever 
I’m in the lineup, I’m just 
working to get on base.”

Sophomore Taylor Libby, 
a catcher, has become the 
go-to pinch hitter for the 
Hawkeyes — and she has do-
ne her job. She is hitting .333 
for Looper with a .404 on-
base percentage. 

The rest of Iowa’s lineup 
is seemingly being shuf-
fled. Each of Iowa’s last four 
losses have seen a different 
Hawkeye lineup. Each shift 
follows the lack of hitting 
before it.

“Making major adjust-
ments, minor adjustments 
— we have to be comfortable 
making those adjustments,” 
Looper said. “A part of hu-
man nature is being uncom-
fortable — changing some-
thing is uncomfortable. 
How do we be OK being un-
comfortable? That’s what we 
get to work on today and ev-
ery day we step on the prac-
tice field.”

Wisconsin will likely see yet 
another Iowa lineup, but the 

Hawkeyes will be challenged by 
another average Big Ten soft-
ball team. The Badgers are 16-13 
and have a .255 batting average.

Wisconsin will likely put 
Haley Hestekin and Kaitlyn 

Menz in the circle. Hestekin 
has a 1.62 ERA and an 8-4 re-
cord, and Menz has a 3.50 ERA 
and an 8-8 record. 

Iowa will likely pitch 
sophomore pitcher Allison 

Doocy, who has a 1.34 ERA, 
at least twice.

The three-game series will 
feature a doubleheader on Sat-
urday starting at 1:30 p.m. and 
a game  at 1 p.m. April 8.
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Iowa’s women’s tennis team will try to crawl back above .500 when it goes on the road against Maryland and Rutgers.
BY CODY SMITH 
cody-r-smith@uiowa.edu

For the first time the sea-
son, the Hawkeye women’s 
tennis team has more losses 
than victories. At 9-10, Iowa 
will try to get back in the 
W column when it contin-
ues its five-match road trip 
against Maryland (noon Sat-
urday) and Rutgers (11 a.m. 

April 8) on the road.
It won’t be easy for the 

Hawkeyes. Iowa is undergo-
ing its toughest stretch of the 
season, and star freshman Yu-
fei Long is unlikely to return 
for the rest of the season, head 
coach Sasha Schmid said.

“It’s unlikely that she will 
play,” said Schmid. “It’s obvi-
ously a setback, and we are go-
ing to have to regroup.”

Iowa needs to refocus now 
more than ever. Not only are 
the Hawkeyes riddled with in-
juries, they are on a four-game 
losing skid. The Hawkeyes al-
so don’t have history on their 
side; Maryland leads the all-
time series 3-0. The Hawkeyes 
are 1-0 in their only meeting 
with Rutgers (2015), neither 
of which probably means 
anything, given the notorious 

small sample size.
“I’m really proud on the way 

we’re trying to handle adver-
sity,” Schmid said. “I think it’s 
really important to stay posi-
tive and have a good week of 
practice so we can regain some 
confidence from the week, if 
not from the matches.”

Schmid will send out No. 
47-ranked sophomore Elise 
van Heuvelen and senior 
Anastasia Reimchen to take 
the lead in doubles. The duo 
have posted a 7-2 record 
while playing as Iowa’s top 
doubles squad.

The two were a lone bright 
spot last week, securing wins 
against Indiana and Purdue. 
Heading into this week’s 
matchup, van Heuvelen has 
gained plenty of confidence 
working on her service returns 
in preparation for the Terra-
pins and Scarlet Knights.

“I think we’ve got a lot of 
confidence from the last cou-
ple of matches,” she said. 
“We’ve been doing well and 
feeling pretty good through 
them and in practice.”

One Hawkeye who could use 
some confidence right now is 

senior captain Zoe Douglas, 
who is suffering through an 
eight-match losing streak. Al-
though she hasn’t had much 
success in singles recently, 
she has won two straight in 
doubles with partner Ador-
abol Huckleby. If Douglas can 
break her losing streak in sin-
gles, the Hawkeyes might also 
have a chance to end theirs 
against the Terrapins.

Following the matches from 
this weekend, the Hawkeyes 
will close their five-game road 
trip against Nebraska at 11 
a.m. April 14.

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa outfielder Allie Wood swings against Drake at Pearl Field on March 28. The Bulldogs defeated the Hawkeyes, 3-1.

Women’s tennis hopes to break skid

David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Yufei Long lunges for the ball against Marquette on Feb. 25 at the Hawkeye Tennis Complex. Long has 
starred as a freshman but is now out for the season.

WORLD CUP
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Punchless softball tweaks lineup
Now in a four-game skid, head coach Marla Looper is making adjustments to find a winning softball squad.

head coach Terry Brands 
said on Tuesday. “Gable is 
United States wrestling to 
a lot of people around the 
globe, and next week, the 
world is coming to Gable.’’

Team USA will be the fa-
vorite because Russia and 
Iran are both unable to 
attend the event. In Janu-
ary, both countries were 
confirmed as participants 
in the event. Russia faced 
visa troubles.

Iran has won the last six 
World Cups in a row. In last 
year’s event, hosted by Iran 
in Kermanshah, the Irani-
ans took gold and Team USA 
took silver.

The United States has not 
won a World Cup since 2003, 
but with Iran and Russia out, 
and on home soil, the odds will 
be in its favor. 

“It’s a top-notch event. It’s 
an international event,” Ter-
ry Brands said. “It’s the high-
est team award in interna-
tional wrestling, and we’re 

fired up to have it.”
Despite two world powers 

not competing, Georgia, Azer-
baijan, Japan, Cuba, Kazakh-
stan, Mongolia, and India will 
be in the mix of countries gun-
ning for gold.

“I expect it to be like any oth-
er international event,” Gilman 
said. “These guys are going to 
come out. I can’t let the hype 
of the atmosphere get to me. 
I’m excited to compete in front 
of Carver, but I got to put that 
aside and focus. I need to focus 
on what I need to focus on and 
put these guys down hard.”

As the best wrestlers in the 
world come to Carver-Hawk-
eye, their focus will be on each 
other. But the world’s focus will 
be on the arena. Iowa City, at 
least this weekend, is the center 
stage of wrestling.

“Carver-Hawkeye Arena is 
the greatest place to wrestle, 
to train, in the world,” Gilman 
said. “And it’s proven that, 
year in, year out. This is the 
wrestling capital of not only 
this country but the world, I 
believe. And we’re bringing 
them here, and we’re ready to 
take them on.”

@THEDAILYIOWAN
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BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

low-scoring pitching duel, 
which featured only 10 hits 
between the two teams.

In his 21 appearances this 
season, Elion has a .297 BA, 

fourth on the team. The only 
Hawkeye with a better bat-
ting average and fewer at-
bats is Chris Whelan, who 
sat out a chunk of the season 
while recovering from Tom-
my John surgery.

Before suiting up in a 
Hawkeye uniform, Elion 

played a season at Kirkwood 
Community College. There, 
he was an All-Region selec-
tion, hitting .347. He led the 
team with 21 extra-base hits 
and 45 RBIs. Elion boasted 
a stat line of 63 hits, 11 dou-
bles, 3 triples, and 6 home 
runs while at Kirkwood.

But as Iowa gears up for 
its three-game series against 
Ohio State, the Hawkeyes 
need consistent hitting all 
over the lineup. Iowa’s first 
few batters have proved 
their worth as reliable at the 
plate, but the middle and 

bottom of the order are still 
striving for consistency.

With Elion finding his 
groove, however, that 
might change.

“We really need [his con-
tributions],” Heller said. 
“He’s given us a huge boost.”

The Hawkeyes’ opener 
against Ohio State (which 
was originally scheduled 
for today) will begin at 2:05 
p.m. Saturday. The two 
teams will also play at 1:05 
p.m. April 8 and 3:05 p.m. 
April 9.

GYMNASTICS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“We’re just honing in on 
the little details, just making 
every practice count,” Youd 
said. “We’re not doing too 
much different because that’s 
what we’ve been training for 
all year. Of course, it’s an im-
portant meet, but we’re not 
putting any extra emphasis on 
it because we don’t really need 
to, I don’t think. We just need 
to go in with that mindset 
that we’re peaking at the right 
time. I think we can just have 
fun and take it one routine at 
a time, one skill at a time, one 
event at a time.”

With this mindset, the 
GymHawks should be able to 
continue their habit of surpris-
ing their opponents.

The men, likewise, are 
hopeful for their postseason 
competitions, particularly in 
the Big Tens.

“I’m most excited about the 
competition, mostly because it 
will be closer than it has been 
in the past, and I think we’re 

real contenders for winning 
the entire thing this year,” said 
sophomore Andrew Herrador.

Men’s gymnastics head 
coach JD Reive echoed his 
belief.

“Quite honestly, I think 
that these are the most open 
Big Ten Championships I’ve 
ever been to since I’ve been 
here for eight years,” he 
said. “I think anybody who 
shows up at this event and 
hits close to 30 routines and 
counting is going to win the 
meet. That’s really cool, be-
cause it should make for an 
exciting competition.”

The team’s developed 
consistency this season is 
what makes Reive convinced 
his team will be a strong 
contender against high-
er-ranked opponents.

The Hawkeyes’ practices 
have helped to further develop 
this, giving the athletes confi-
dence in their ability to put up 
big numbers even under the 
intense pressure.

“Lots of routines — rou-
tines every day,” Herrador 
said about the team’s post-
season training. “We’ve [also] 

been working a lot on team 
bonding, so I feel like the en-
ergy at the arena while we’re 
there will be a lot better, and 
we’ll hit more. I’m personal-
ly working on high bar and 
floor. I think I can final in 
both of those events. It would 
be really exciting to compete 
on the second day, because I 
missed the last year. I really 
want the opportunity this 
year, and I think that, if I just 
go in and hit my sets, I can 
make that a reality.”

Reive, who expects great 
results from all of his athletes, 
reflects Herrador’s hopes.

Each event has strong con-
tenders in the lineup, and the 
all-around competitors es-
pecially have a good outlook. 
Senior Dylan Ellsworth, soph-
omore Nick Merryman, and 
freshman Bennet Huang rank 
among the top all-arounders 
in the Big Ten.

Despite their focus on just 
going out and doing their 
thing while having fun, both 
teams expect to see promising 
results. Come this weekend, it 
will be seen if their hopes be-
come a reality.



BY TAYLOR MCNITT  
taylor-mcnitt@uiowa.edu

This weekend, the postseason will engulf Iowa 
gymnastics. The women’s team has made its im-
pact in the Big Tens, so this weekend marks the 
NCAA regional competition. The men, coming off 
their last regular-season competition, head to the 
Big Ten Championships in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

NCAA qualifications were held on March 27, 
in which the GymHawks took the sixth seed in 
the regional.

“We’re super excited to be going to Minneso-

ta — it’s super close for us,” senior Nikki Youd 
said. “We’re bringing a lot of fans. It’s pretty 
tight, but I think we can create our own en-
vironment in there. I’m always excited about 
going out there and competing with my team-
mates, so it will be fun.”

The creation of a positive environment, as well 
as just having fun while competing, takes priority 
over a focus on what the results might be.

But that doesn’t mean that training less-
ened any.

Women’s golf 
match canceled

The Iowa women’s golf match 
in Burlington — originally slated 
to start on Saturday and run 
through April 8 — has been 
canceled.

Instead of squaring off 
against Bradley, the Hawkeyes 
will have a weekend free of 
competition.

Earlier this week, the 
Hawkeyes traveled to Carrollton, 
Texas, for the Bruzzy Challenge. 
The Black and Gold finished 12th 
of 15 teams.

In the clutch, 
Hawkeyes 
call Elion

SEE GYMNASTICS, 7

Another big weekend 
for Iowa gymnastics
As the women head to NCAA regional action, the men will take 
on the Big Ten Championships.

Carver the 
center of 
wrestling 
universe
This weekend, Iowa City will be 
the wrestling capital not only of 
the United States but the world.
BY JAMES GEERDES
james-geerdes@uiowa.edu

A familiar face will grace Carver-Hawkeye’s 
wrestling mats again this weekend. This time, 
not only Iowa City will see the spectacle, the en-
tire world will as well.

Thomas Gilman, a world silver medalist and 
2017’s Big Ten Champion, graduated from Iowa 
in 2017; he will return to Carver-Hawkeye for the 
Freestyle World Cup on Saturday and April 8. The 
Iowa alum will join a talented Team USA at the 
cup as the 57-kilogram wrestler. 

Gilman will not be the only Hawkeye in 
the mix.

Iowa alum Bill Zadick will be in the corner for 
Team USA as its head coach. The former Iowa 
wrestler won a NCAA Championship under head 
coach Dan Gable in 1996 and a World Wrestling 
Championship in freestyle in 2006. 

“It means a lot. Obviously, I have history here,” 
Zadick said. “As part of the Gable legacy and in 
the house that he built, so to speak. That adds a 
lot to it. It’s exciting to be part of that.”

The rich wrestling culture in Iowa City makes 
it an ideal location for the best wrestlers in the 
world to face off. Gable created an international 
wrestling beacon in Iowa City.

“When the World Championships were held in 
Las Vegas, wrestlers from other countries want-
ed to know why it wasn’t being held in Iowa City, 
why it wasn’t where Gable was,” Iowa associate 

SEE WORLD CUP, 5

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Nikki Youd performs on the beam during the Iowa/Southeast Missouri State gymnastics meet in Carver-Hawk-
eye on March 2. Youd scored a 9.875, and the GymHawks defeated the Redhawks, 195.550-192.750.
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STAT OF THE DAY

9

Iowa track and field leads the 
Big Ten in nine events so far 
this season.

“We are seeing some 
guys who are taking 
off their pajamas and 
getting into their big-
boy pants.

— Iowa football’s offensive-line 
coach Tim 

Polasek on 
the strides the 

linemen have 
made in the 

offseason

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

events

Each team has that one hitter 
who comes up big when called 
upon, and for Iowa, that guy is 
Lorenzo Elion.

BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

If you’re a Hawkeye fan at Banks Field and 
hear the song “God’s Plan” over the speakers, 
that likely means one thing.

Lorenzo Elion is coming up to bat.
The Chicago native hasn’t started every game 

for the Hawkeyes, but when he’s called upon, he 
has delivered.

“They put me in big situations — I want to 
come in and do my job,” he said.

When Iowa hosted Bradley in a midweek 
matchup on March 28, the Hawkeyes fell be-
hind in an avalanche of Brave runs, Brad-
ley scoring 8 over the course of the sixth and 
seventh innings. Iowa, looking for some sort 
of momentum while staring at a 9-8 deficit, 
turned to Elion.

Elion didn’t start the game. In fact, he only 
got one at-bat. But when head coach Rick Hell-
er called his number, he made it count.

“That situation — we knew it was going to be 
a tight game,” Elion said following the Bradley 
game. “All of us pray to be in that situation. We 
grind hard for those type of plays.”

In the bottom of the eighth inning, Elion hammered 

home the tying run, scoring catcher Tyler Cropley.
“Lorenzo coming through after not playing all 

game, getting hot when he needed to,” Cropley 
said after the game. “It was really big for us.”

Iowa went on to win the game with a walk-
off grand slam by Cropley, but without Elion’s 
eighth-inning heroics, the Hawkeyes could have 

been stuck with a midweek loss.
Elion received the starting nod for the 17th 

time this season on April 4, when Iowa hosted 
Grand View. He finished 1-for-3 with 2 RBIs.

His 2 RBIs proved to give Iowa life in a 

19-8
Record

(2-1 Big Ten)

Tied for fifth in the Big Ten

212 runs scored

Ohio State leads the Big Ten in 
team batting average (.309), 

on-base percentage (.399), runs 
scored (212), runs battled in (196), 

and hits (297).

SCOUTING REPORT: Ohio State

Player to watch

Senior utility man Noah McGowan ranks second in the 
Big Ten in batting average, on-base percentage, and 

slugging percentage, slashing .411/.710/.480. He also has 
the second most RBIs in the conference with 37.

At Columbus, Ohio

Wrestling
Saturday — World Cup — 10 a.m.
April 8 — World Cup — 10 a.m.
 
Baseball
Saturday vs. Ohio State — 2:05 p.m.
April 8 vs. Ohio State — 1:05 p.m.
April 9 vs. Ohio State — 3:05 p.m.

Softball
Saturday vs. Wisconsin — 1:30 p.m.
Saturday vs. Wisconsin — 3:30 p.m.
April 8 vs. Wisconsin — 1 p.m.
 
Men’s Gymnastics
Today @ Big Tens — 6 p.m.
Saturday @ Big Tens — 6 p.m.
 
Women’s gymnastics
Saturday @ NCAA Regional — 4 p.m.
 
Men’s tennis
Today @ Dayton — 10 a.m.
Today @ Ohio State — 5 p.m.
April 8 @ Penn State — 10 a.m.

Women’s tennis
Saturday @ Maryland — Noon
April 8 @ Rutgers — 11 a.m.

Track and field
Saturday @ LSU — 9:30 a.m. 
April 8 @ Rutgers — 11 a.m.

WEEKEND SPORTS SCHEDULE

Design by James Geerdes/Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa infielder Lorenzo Elion prepares to field the ball against Cor-
nell at Banks Field on Feb. 27. The Hawkeyes defeated Cornell, 15-1.

Rachel Fujitani
Freshman, women’s golf

Each Friday, 
The Daily Iowan 
selects the 
best individual 
performance of 
the week.

Fujitani 
had herself 

an outing when the Hawkeyes 
traveled to Texas for the Bruzzy 
Challenge. The Phoenix native’s 
three-round score of 229 (13-
over) kept things competitive 
for the Hawkeyes, who strug-
gled to keep up with the com-
petition at times. Her 18-hole 
score of 79 (7-over) in round 
three was her career-best mark.

HAWK OF THE WEEK
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