
BY MARIA KUIPER
maria-kuiper@uiowa.edu

  The University of Iowa’s National Ferret 
Resource and Research Center recently came 
under fire by the organization Stop Animal Ex-
ploitation Now, a group founded to end alleged 
abuse of animals in laboratories.

 The center’s research focuses on lung diseas-
es, specifically cystic fibrosis.

  In October 2017, an animal-care technician 
found a dead mother ferret, called a jill, and 
two dead ferret babies, known as kits. A second 
jill was found to be in labor and was, for the 
first time, separated and labeled as a breeder 
animal.

  The jill in labor produced numerous dead 
kits. She later fell ill and was euthanized. This 
added up to two dead jills and at least five dead 
kits. The necropsy (the animal form of an au-
topsy) showed that the two jills had been im-
pregnated by a genetically engineered male 
ferret, or hob.

 Jennifer Lassner, the UI senior assistant vice 
president for Research, filed a report to the 
National Institutes of Health on Dec. 28, 2017, 

BY BROOKLYN DRAISEY
brooklyn-draisey@uiowa.edu

Students and community members put their 
hair under the razor on Wednesday to raise 
awareness for an important cause.

On the T. Anne Cleary Walkway, speakers blast-
ed pop music that almost drained out the sound 
of electric clippers buzzing heads. People stood up 
and cheered after their hair was cut, exclaiming 
how cold their head was and how light everything 
felt.

The University of Iowa started a chapter of “Be 
the Match On Campus” and hosted its first “Called 
to Be Bald” event, in which people had their heads 
shaved to raise awareness of the importance of 
becoming bone-marrow donors.

Be the Match President Becca Houchins said 
the members got the idea from the Iowa State 
University branch of Be the Match, and they want-
ed to try it this year.

“Called to Be Bald” was originally scheduled for 
the fall semester, but Be the Match member Matt 
DeBlaey said they pushed it back to April so people 
had more time to raise money. In order to partic-
ipate, students had to first raise $100, and faculty 
and other community members had to raise $500.

They raised $5,000 by the time the event start-
ed, Houchins said.

“This has been a long time in the works,” she 
said. “We knew we wanted it to be a big fundrais-
ing opportunity, and the money is going to go 

A self-dramatizing life of 
constant drunkenness

Writers’ Workshop alum and author 
of The Empathy Exams Leslie 
Jamison will read from her latest 
book at Prairie Lights later this 
month. Her latest work combines 
experience, literary criticism, 
and journalistic reportage to 
create a book that reinvents and 
interrogates the recovery genre as 
a whole.  80 HOURS

Iowa pitching quells 
Vikings
The Hawkeye baseball team 
picked up another midweek win 
with a 4-2 victory over Grand 
View. Iowa used eight pitchers 
to weather the Viking storm, and 
third baseman Lorenzo Elion had 
2 RBIs to propel the Hawkeyes to 
the win. The game helped keep 
Iowa sharp as it heads into a 
Big Ten series with Ohio State.
Sports, 6A

Dog vaccine may work in 
humans
 UI researchers may have found 
a way to use a vaccine meant for 
dogs now in humans. The vaccine 
prevents a tropical infectious 
disease, which could make a big 
difference for the 5 to 20 percent 
of Iraq and Afghanistan veterans 
who are infected with the disease.
News, 2A

Time to start hitting and 
winning
Iowa softball first baseman Mal-
lory Kilian has been on a roll this 

season. The 
stellar leadoff 
hitter is hitting 
.341 and leads 
the team with 
5 home runs. 
Her mentality, 
along with her 
ability to make 

adjustments, has helped her 
spark the team. Sports, 6A

Hawkeyes look hot as 
outdoor season gears up
The Iowa men’s and women’s 
track and field teams have had 
hot starts to the outdoor season 
despite the cold Iowa weather. 
The men are ranked 26th in the 
country, while the women have 
settled into 35th. With some im-
pressive performances recently, 
the Hawkeyes will try to speed 
it up even more as the season 
continues.Sports, 6A

SEE MATCH, 2A

Shaving heads, 
saving some lives

Be the Match shaves heads to raise money and awareness for 
bone-marrow transplants.

UI research 
facility 
criticized by 
animal-rights 
activists
An animal-rights organization 
filed an official complaint 
about the UI’s National Ferret 
Resource and Research Center 
after the reported death of at 
least seven ferrets.

SEE FERRETS, 2A
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Volunteers have their heads shaved on the T. Anne Cleary Walkway on Wednesday. Be the Match has asked students, 
faculty, and alumni to have their heads shaved in support of cancer patients. 

BY ANDY MITCHELL 
andrew-mitchell@uiowa.edu

On Wednesday, the University of Iowa reached 
out to alumni, members of the community, and 
anyone under the sun for the second One Day for 
Iowa fundraiser.

One Day for Iowa, built like an Internet crowd-
funding campaign, was run by the UI Center for 
Advancement; it allowed the public to donate on-
line and choose between many areas on campus to 
help fund.

Some featured areas included Tippie College of 
Business, UI Stead Children’s Hospital, Division of 

Student Life, UI Libraries, and the College of Law.
In total, the event raised $941,948 for campus 

groups with 1,576 total gifts.
Dana Larson, the executive director of com-

munications and marketing at the Center for 
Advancement, said that while the first year of 
the event focused on learning and building an 
infrastructure, this year focused on spreading 
the message.

“It’s very much a grass-roots social-media 
event,” Larson said. “Just another way for people to 
stay connected to the university.”

Ex-Hawkeye football star Nate Kaeding, a UI 
alum and an owner of local Iowa City businesses, 

stays connected to the community in many ways 
and says One Day for Iowa is important for all 
alumni.

“I know firsthand the university’s role in the 
community,” he said.

As an alum, he feels the responsibility to support 
students so they have opportunities as he had as a 
student.

“Once you’re a Hawkeye, you’re always a part of that 
family,” Kaeding said.

 Part of the fu ndraiser’s novelty is the different chal-
lenges it offers for bonus prizes. The biggest challenge 

SEE ONE DAY, 2A

 The UI Center for Advancement promoted a 24-hour online fundraising
campaign to aid different areas on campus.

Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
Members of the Levitt Center for University Advancement hand out cookies on the T. Anne Cleary Walkway on Wednesday for the One Day for Iowa fundraiser.

Tune in for LIVE updates
Campus and city news, weather, 
and Hawkeye sports coverage 
every day at 8:30 a.m. at 
daily-iowan.com.

In 2004, when Leslie Jamison was 21, she 
enrolled in the Iowa Writers’ Workshop 
after graduating magna cum laude from 
Harvard. Looking back, she said, she ap-
proached this opportunity with “immense 
excitement and anxiety” while grappling 
with alcohol addiction.

Active in the Iowa City literary com-
munity over the years, Jamison has par-
ticipated in Creative Matters lecture on 
campus, readings at Prairie Lights, and 
events at Mission Creek Festival. She will 
read from her new book, The Recovering: 
Intoxication and Its Aftermath, at Prai-
rie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque St., on April 25, 
which will include a conversation with 
longtime mentor and Workshop Profes-
sor Charles D’Ambrosio.

At the Workshop, Jamison lived a 
“self-dramatizing life” full of “constant 
drunkenness” and a series of “botched love 
affairs” that fueled her addiction. Reflect-
ing further on her experience, she said, 
she was grounded by the friendships she 
made at the Workshop. Her last Work-
shop professor, D’Ambrosio, was an 
immense help to her both “emotional-
ly and creatively.”

After leaving Iowa City in 2006, 
Jamison cared for her dying 
grandmother in Los Angeles, 
embarked on a monthlong 
trip to Nicaragua, and faced 
an unplanned pregnan-
cy in her early years as a 
Ph.D. candidate at Yale. 

This experience were later points of in-
fluence in several of her acclaimed es-
says and collections.

She returned to Iowa City in 2009 while 
her former partner attended the Work-
shop. She worked early morning shifts at 
DeLuxe Bakery, drank at bars on Market 
Street, and wrote her début novel, The Gin 
Closet (2010).

Jamison said the novel was an exercise in 
taking her internal life and distorting it. A lot 
of The Gin Closet was autobiographical not 
in terms of writing about her addiction but 
rather writing a speculative autobiography 
about where her life could have gone.

“I was taking certain things that were 
happening inside of me and following 
them to these more extreme spaces,” she 
said. “It was both an act of self-expression 
and an act of imagination into otherness.”

Struggling to write a novel about the 
Sandinista Revolution in Nicaragua, 
Jamison started reporting in her spare 
time as a break from writing fiction. She 
combined her self-funded journalism on 
120-mile ultra marathons, Morgellons 
disease conferences, and poverty tour-
ism, with her experience with abortion, 
self-harm, and heart surgery related to 
alcohol addiction. She later arranged 11 
essays on these topics into a collection 

called The Empathy Exams, a 
finalist for the PEN/Diamon-
stein-Spielvogel Award for 
the Art of the Essay.

“Nonfiction at that mo-
ment in my life was a 
way that I found a way 
out of myself,” she said. 
“I found immense 
pleasure in shaping 
and transcribing the 
world. The movement 
between external and 
internal, processing 
everything through 

my own sensitivity, and 
bringing my personal 
experience felt like one 
massive experiment.”

Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@TheDailyIowan

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.
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Thursday, April 5, 2018

80HOURS
The weekend in arts & entertainment

Writers’ Workshop graduate Leslie Jamison has written a new memoir, The Recovering: Intoxication and Its Aftermath.

By Joshua Balicki | joshua-balicki@uiowa.edu
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One Day boosts UI 
in funds drive

Kilian



after a meeting with the In-
stitutional Animal Care and 
Use Committee.

  Michael Budkie, a co-
founder and executive 
director of Stop Animal 
Exploitation Now, filed a 
complaint against the UI 
with the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture/Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection be-
cause of alleged violations 
of the Animal Welfare Act.

 Budkie stated in the com-
plaint that the UI violated 
sections regarding ade-
quate veterinary care as well 
as personnel qualifications.

  “If the laboratory staff 
would have labeled the fer-
rets as breeders, they would 
have had more frequent ob-
servations,” Budkie said. “If 
the animals were watched 
closely, they could have 

been given ultrasounds to 
determine if the kits were 
already dead. Leaving de ad 
fetuses in utero gives risks 
to the mothers.”

 Budkie and his organiza-
tion believe the UI should be 
fined the maximum penalty 
at $10,000 per animal, es-
pecially because he believes 
the UI has the largest num-
ber of ferrets being used for 
research. A 2016 report from 
the USDA reported the UI 
has 589 ferrets being used 
for research.

  Stephen Pradarelli, the 
strategic communications 
director for the Office of 
the Vice President for Re-
search and Economic Devel-
opment, said in an email to 
The Daily Iowan that after 
the situation had been re-
ported, IACUC took imme-
diate action.

  “After looking into the 
matter, IACUC ordered re-
training of the research 
team’s lab staff, implement-

ed new protocol to ensure 
adherence to appropriate 
cage labeling procedures, 
and notified the Office of 
Laboratory Animal Welfare 
in the National Institutes of 
Health,” Pradarelli said. 

  James Sheets, attending 
veterinarian and director of 
the UI Office of Animal Re-
sources, seconded Pradarel-
li’s statement. His office 
provides veterinary care 
and services to all research 
animals on the UI campus.

  “The OAR’s mission is 
preservation of the univer-
sity’s animal research priv-
ilege and maintenance of a 
quality animal care and use 
program,” Sheets said. “The 
OAR staff are composed of 
extremely dedicated profes-
sionals that work tireless-
ly to ensure the health and 
welfare of the animals in 
their charge.”

  The ferret violation is 
not the UI’s first encoun-
ter with reports of animal 

negligence from the USDA. 
In 2016, a goat was being 
transferred and subse-
quently escaped because of 
improper handling practic-
es. After being distressed, 
the goat was euthanized.

  Another incident in 2015 

led to the euthanizing of a 
research pig. Employees in-
volved reportedly used an-
esthesia improperly, which 
caused complications with 
the pig. The pig was hu-
manely euthanized while 
still under anesthetics.
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UI senior Blake Waeghe sits for a portrait in a Seamans Center lab on Wednesday. Waeghe will graduate in May with a degree in electrical and computer 
engineering with a focus on control systems. “There are so many ways to solve any problem,” he said when asked about his favorite aspect of engineering.

ONE DAY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

FERRETS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

MATCH
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

UI research targets disease 
found in dogs

Gaoyuan Pan/The Daily Iowan
One of the facilities housing the Carver College of Medicine is seen on Wednesday. The UI National Ferret Resource 
and Research Center recently came under fire after a dead ferret was found in a laboratory. 

is the Participation Challenge, 
which offers a percentage of 
$40,000 to the 10 UI areas that 
receive the highest number of 
gifts during the fundraiser. The 
fundraiser’s website featured a 
“leaderboard” showing where 
each area ranked throughout 
the day.

Other challenges included a 
$2,000 Rush Hour challenge, 

which rewarded the featured 
area that received the most gifts 
between 7 and 8:30 a.m.; the 
$2,000 Parent Challenge, re-
warding the area that receives 
the most gifts from parents be-
tween 6 and 7:30 p.m.; and the 
Every State Challenge, which 
aimed to get support from all 
50 states in the U.S.

Lynette Marshall, the presi-
dent and CEO of the Center for 
Advancement, said the fund-
raiser is “uniquely Iowa.”

During the last One Day 
for Iowa, one area made itself 

known in the fall 2016 fundrais-
er after not being listed as a fea-
tured area. The UI History De-
partment received more than 
twice the average department 
donations through write-ins; it 
was included as a featured area 
this year.

Elizabeth Heineman, the 
chair of the History Department, 
said the department attracts do-
nors by being transparent about 
how it helps its students, citing 
the stipend fund for unpaid in-
terns, helping students work in 
fields relevant to their major.

“It’s really great to keep this 
sense of community,” Heine-
man said.

The History Department is 
no stranger to alumni participa-
tion. Heineman said alumni are 
often brought in to talk to his-
tory students about how they’ve 
been applying their major to 
their careers. Heineman called 
them role models who help stu-
dents “imagine their futures.”

“It really helps with student 
morale,” Heineman said. “It 
makes an impact and shows stu-
dents that they’re supported.”   

to patients in need.”
Houchins said the money 

will go to the national Be the 
Match organization, which 
will then give it to families to 
cover costs of their treatment.

DeBlaey, a second-year 
graduate student in his last se-
mester at the university, raised 
and donated $2,000; he said he 
used GoFundMe and a fund-
raising platform provided by 

Be the Match. He said he had 
grown his hair out for more 
that a year in preparation for 
the event, and it was longer 
than it had ever been before it 
was shaved.

“To be able to shave it off 
in support of blood-cancer 
patients feels great,” he said. 
“I’ve been involved with Be 
the Match for the past three 
years, and every day has 
been so special just because 
I’ve been able to help out in 
some way.”

Sports Clips Haircuts of 
Coralville and La’ James In-

ternational College Salon 
helped cut the participants’ 
hair. Mirhiam Garcia, one 
of the stylists from Sports 
Clips, said they cut around 
seven people’s hair during 
their shift, and it felt good to 
be a part of a good cause.

“It’s a good purpose, to 
help people and save lives, 
and we wanted to be a part 
of that,” she said.

Be the Match’s goal is 
larger than just shaving 
heads and raising money, 
Houchins said. It also tries 
to educate people and get 

them to register with the Be 
the Match Registry, which 
matches potential donors 
with those who need help.

Houchins said college 
students are typically the 
healthiest and best donors 
for bone marrow, and a large 
number of people in need 
don’t have a match in their 
family, so they have to look 
elsewhere for a transplant. 
The more students who swab 
their cheeks for the registry, 
the higher chance of saving 
someone’s life.

“For [some patients], this 

is their only chance for sur-
vival, there is no cure other 
than this lifesaving marrow 
transplant,” she said.

A recent UI study found that the vaccine for treating dogs with leishmaniasis can also 
help in curbing its spread to humans — which could especially benefit war veterans.
BY AADIT TAMBE
aadit-tambe@uiowa.edu

A recent University of Iowa 
study reveals a vaccination used 
to treat dogs with leishmaniasis 
could be effective in containing 
its spread to humans. This can 
especially benefit Iraq and Af-
ghanistan war veterans.

Leishmaniasis is a tropical 
infectious disease found in 98 
countries around the globe. Ac-
cording to an estimate from the 
World Health Organization, it 
kills approximately 20,000 to 
40,000 people a year in mostly 
five countries: Bangladesh, Bra-
zil, Ethiopia, India, and Sudan. 
It also kills thousands of dogs.

Aside from people, the group 
of animals that are mainly in-
fected with this disease is dogs 
in almost half of these countries, 
said Christine Petersen, the au-
thor of the study and a UI asso-
ciate professor of epidemiology. 
This group of animals is called 
the reservoir. 

“There are three vaccines 
that can be used to prevent this 
disease in dogs,” Petersen  said. 
“However, [there are] no vac-
cines for people.”

The disease is transmitted 
from the reservoir to people 
mainly by sand flies, said Marin 
Schweizer, a UI assistant profes-
sor of internal medicine.

“It is mainly [prevalent] in 
countries that have sand flies,” 
she said.

The vaccine is similar to that 
for rabies, she said. It can be 
used after exposure.

“Usually when you get a vac-
cine, you are preventing the 
infection,” Petersen said. “But 
here, we were vaccinating dogs 
that were already exposed to the 
parasite, and we wanted to see 
if the vaccine could stop it from 
becoming a sickness.”

In this case, vaccines were giv-
en to dogs that had already been 
exposed to the parasite, she said.

The study could be beneficial 
to Iraq and Afghanistan war 

veterans — around 5 to 20 
percent of those war veterans 
are infected with leishman-
iasis. According to an Iowa 
Now press release, the vaccine 
could be a step toward clinical 
trials for humans.

“Soldiers that travel to these 
countries and walk around 
sandflies mainly get infected,” 
Schweizer said.

If people travel anywhere and 
contract leishmaniasis, they can 
fight it, she said. But if some-
thing else happens, leishmania-
sis can come out.

“Most soldiers are fairly 
healthy,” Petersen said. “What I 
worry about is that as these sol-
diers get older and their ability to 
fight infection gets worse or they 
drink too much, [it] is when leish-
maniasis is going to come out.”

In places such as Sudan, In-
dia, Bangladesh, Ethiopia, and 
Brazil, problems can start im-
mediately. However, in the Unit-
ed States, it is something that 
develops chronically.

New methods and algorithms 
were developed for the study to 
conduct statistical research, said 
Grant Brown, a UI assistant pro-
fessor of biostatistics.

“It is particularly difficult to 
study this disease,” he said.

There are some difficulties 
when it comes to conducting 
data surveillance and find-
ing where it occurs, Brown 
said.  Modeling and prescribing 
are also challenges. 

It is an important first step 
in public-health interventions, 
Brown said. A few graduate re-
search assistants also worked 
with on developing algorithms.

“No previous study has looked 
at using a vaccine as immuno-
therapy to improve the immune 
response in an animal that is al-
ready naturally infected,” Peters-
en said. “So, to show it was safe is 
a big deal.”

It can be used as a tool to re-
duce the number of sick dogs, 
which will lead to fewer people 
getting the disease, Petersen said.

ONE’S OWN STREAM
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Unequal treatment of girls in 
juvenile-justice is unacceptable 

Laura Ingraham unfairly targeted David Hogg on Twitter, showing the kind of immaturity media influencers have.

Ingraham should reconsider childish tweets

In 2014, Iowa decided it made 
more economic sense to close 
the only state training school for 
girls in Toledo after the school 
was accused of unlawful re-
straining methods. The school 
could hold 12 girls. In order to 
qualify for the facility, girls had 
to have serious behavior issues, 
and a school such as Toledo is 

seen as a last-resort option for 
repeat juvenile offenders. A 
similar school for boys remains 
open in Eldora, Iowa.

Four years later, and girls 
still have no state-provided op-
tions. The goal of the juvenile 
criminal-justice system is and 
should be rehabilitation. With 
that in mind, it is important 
to understand that girls who 
commit serious crimes, or are 
repeat offenders, are typical-
ly considered a threat to their 
communities, meaning they are 
not and should not be eligible 
for community-based housing. 
These girls need structured pro-
graming such as those that were 
offered at Toledo. The lack of an 
accommodating facility for girls 

is unacceptable.
I interviewed Rachel An-

tonuccio, an attorney in the 
juvenile division of the Iowa 
City Public Defender’s Office, 
to learn more about the rami-
fications closing Toledo has for 
Iowa girls.

“If there is a scenario in 
which there aren’t any options 
for treatment for residential 
component to whatever the sen-
tencing is, then, yeah, I think 
sometimes the court waives 
girls into adult court. You could 
see why a judge would reason-
ably do that,” Antonuccio said.

This means girls are sen-
tenced to stay in an adult prison 
facility. Juveniles in these situ-
ations will be isolated from the 

rest of the prison population 
until they are 18; they will not 
be around their peers. Although 
the lack of a proper state train-
ing school for girls does not 
force judges to waive girls into 
adult court, it does open a door 
for a judge to rationalize doing 
so because there are no other 
high security, in-state options 
for girls with serious behavior 
issues.

It is easy to understand the 
state’s justification for closing 
Toledo. Not many girls commit 
serious crimes, which means 
not many girls qualify for a state 
training school. But a study do-
ne by the Iowa Department of 
Human Rights stipulated that 
68 girls would qualify for a state 

training school such as Toledo.
“Girls are being treated dis-

parately just based on the fact 
that girls don’t have an option, 
they don’t have a place to go,” 
Antonuccio said. “They are en-
titled to equal treatment under 
the law, they shouldn’t be treat-
ed differently just based on the 
fact that they are girls.”

The fact is, if a girl commits 
a serious crime in Iowa, her 
options for rehabilitation are 
limited compared with those 
available for boys who commit 
similar crimes. Girls are forced 
to find placement out of state. 
These facilities are typically 
very far from family, friends, 
and any kind of support sys-
tem girls may have. The state 

is required to provide equi-
table treatment for girls and 
boys. Sadly, this has not been 
the case in the Iowa juvenile 
criminal-justice system for four 
years. Regardless of the number 
of girls negatively affected by 
this, disparate treatment based 
on sex is unacceptable and un-
constitutional. The juvenile 
criminal justice-system’s goal 
is to rehabilitate youth. Iowa’s 
lack of adequate accommoda-
tions for girls who commit se-
rious crimes does not adhere to 
this goal, and it absolutely must 
change. A facility comparable 
with Eldora needs to be created 
in order for the state to achieve 
equality in its treatment of juve-
nile delinquents.

COLUMN

Laura Ingraham posted a 
disgusting and disappoint-
ing tweet on March 28 in 
regards to David Hogg’s re-
jection from UCLA. “David 
Hogg rejected by four col-
leges to which he applied 
and whines about it. (Ding-
ed by UCLA with a 4.1 GPA … 
totally predictable given ac-
ceptance rates.),” she wrote.

The post was childish and 
completely unnecessary. As 
an adult, regardless of her 
political views, she should 

have never gone to social 
media to express her dis-
taste over a teenager’s post.

That’s just petty. UCLA is 
an extremely hard college to 
get into, and many students 
across the nation “whine,” 
as she puts it, about a col-
lege they get rejected from 
on social media. Why take 
to Twitter to put down a 
teenager after he has been 
rejected by a prestigious 
educational institution? It 
doesn’t make sense, and it 
undermines her credibility 
as a media influence.

Hogg responded to her 
post, saying that her “bul-
lying” shouldn’t be tolerat-
ed, and he spurred action 
from corporate America 
by proposing a boycott of 
her. He was effective. Sev-
en companies, one-third of 
her advertisers, eliminated 

their partnerships with her 
show, including Hulu and 
Nestle. Ingraham respond-
ed by publicly apologizing 
to Hogg in yet another tweet 
and took a leave from her 
show, which she claims had 
been planned weeks prior. 
While the apology was defi-
nitely necessary, it should 
have been more genuine. 
Her apology appeared to be 
fake and only an attempt to 
cover her tracks after the de-
stabilizing blow Hogg’s re-
sponse had to her show and 
her credibility.

There has been some 
claims that advertisers pull-
ing out of Ingraham’s show 
is an infringement on the 
right of free speech and un-
constitutional. One of these 
claims came from Fox News 
Co-President Jack Aber-
nethy, who said, “We cannot 

and will not allow voices to 
be censored by agenda-driv-
en intimidation efforts.”

However, the advertisers’ 
pulling out is, in fact, pa-
triotic because free speech 
is the right of individuals 
or entities to express them-
selves without oppression 
or repression from the state. 
This is corporate America, 
using its free-speech right 
in being able to act out and 
support someone’s voice 
in the fight against people 
aiming to distract from im-
portant issues that need to 
be addressed now, such as 
gun violence.

While Ingraham is a con-
servative talk-show host, she 
is still a news-media person-
ality with influence on an 
audience. Therefore, there is 
a certain responsibility she 
must uphold, that responsi-

bility being one of maturity 
and well-founded opinions 
rather than immature and 
unnecessary social-me-
dia posts that reflect one 
of a Twitter troll. Instead 
of putting down a kid who 
survived the ninth-deadliest 
mass shooting in U.S. histo-
ry, media influencers such as 
Ingraham should talk about 
what really matters — gun 
violence — and how to ap-
proach solving such an issue.

Both sides have the right 
to be heard, but attacking 
a student because of his 
rejection from a renowned 
university is plain wrong 
and unjustified, no matter 
your political view or stance 
on gun control.

Yes, Ingraham is a conser-
vative talk-show host. No, 
this shouldn’t excuse her 
from letting both sides of a 

story be heard. She holds a 
particular position of pow-
er in the media, and she 
comments on political is-
sues. Therefore, she should 
at least show her commen-
tary is well-founded and re-
searched before negatively 
targeting a young social 
activist. I think it is impera-
tive for the American people 
to consider those they listen 
to and the kind of agenda 
and media personality they 
have.

I don’t know about you, 
but I don’t want someone 
who unfairly targets a teen-
ager’s rejected admission to 
a top-tier college to influ-
ence my opinion on any pol-
itics. They’re obviously not 
mature enough to handle 
the severity and seriousness 
of issues that dominate pol-
itics today.

There’s no point in stressing about what causes cancer because everything does. Don’t live in fear, life is too short.

Everything’s a carcinogen, so stop worrying

After losing a loved one 
to breast cancer, my family 
was left wondering what had 
triggered it. Each doctor we 
spoke with seemed to have 
a different idea of what the 
cause might have been: child-
hood X-rays, extended use 
of oral contraceptives, extra 
weight above the waist — the 
list went on.

With endless possibilities 
and hardly any answers, my 

family was overwhelmed with 
an unshakable health anxiety, 
and immediately began tak-
ing action to prevent a simi-
lar tragedy from affecting us 
again.

First went the microwave. 
The doctors were fairly cer-
tain that looking into a mi-
crowave while it was heating 
up food could potentially 
cause cancer, so we kicked 
ours to the curb. Next went 
the processed foods, many of 
which contain multitudes of 
carcinogens. Long before it 
was trendy, we went almost 
wholly organic, replacing 
potato chips with whole-
grain crackers and packaged 
cheese with giant hunks of 
untouched cheddar.

Down the carcinogen-rid-
den rabbit hole we fell.

Having been raised in a 
household that experienced 
cancer’s wickedness first-
hand, I can confidently say 
that I am highly attuned to 
what sorts of things cause it 
— and highly susceptible to 
worrying about them.

When Los Angeles Superior 
Court Judge Elihu Berle deter-
mined that coffee could cause 
cancer because of acrylamide, 
a carcinogenic chemical cre-
ated when coffee beans are 
roasted, my natural instinct 
was to worry. As a college 
student and human being, 
coffee is often a vital factor in 
successfully navigating day-
to-day life. Learning that it 
is now tied to cancer-causing 
chemicals was upsetting, to 
say the least.

Since cancer first affect-

ed my life many years ago, it 
seems as though the chances 
of being affected by the dis-
ease has heightened. Accord-
ing to the International Agen-
cy for Research on Cancer, 
there are now more than 500 
agents classified as certainly, 
probably, or possibly carcino-
genic for humans.

But when confirming car-
cinogens, scientists forget 
to mention this one, small 
detail: Almost everything is 
a carcinogen. Alcohol? Car-
cinogen. Air freshener? Also 
a carcinogen. Grilled meat? 
Yes, and even more so when 
burnt — not to mention 
the smoke coming from 
the grill. Even sunscreen, a 
product whose sole purpose 
is to prevent skin cancer, 
can be tied to skin cancer.

With each discovery, it 
becomes clearer and clearer 
that essentially anything can 
cause cancer. So why bother 
worrying about it?

This is not to say you 
should forgo a healthy life-
style because of the immi-
nent consumption of a car-
cinogen here or there. Many 
have been proven to be sig-
nificantly more dangerous 
than others. Tobacco smoke, 
for example, contains more 
than 4,000 chemicals — 70 
of which are known to propa-
gate cancer.

But coffee? The popular 
morning drink has been 
proven to have many health 
benefits that far outweigh 
its disadvantages. Over the 
years, many studies have 
been conducted on coffee 

that show it provides many 
incredible health benefits.

“Studies have shown that 
coffee may have health ben-
efits, including protecting 
against Parkinson’s disease, 
type 2 diabetes and liver dis-
ease, including liver cancer,” 
researcher Donald Hensrud 
wrote on the Mayo Clinic 
website. “Coffee also ap-
pears to improve cognitive 
function and decrease the 
risk of depression.”

By allowing the stress of 
possible outcomes to out-
weigh probable outcomes in 
health situations, we stunt 
our ability to live our lives 
fully. So drink coffee, eat 
steak, and bask in syntheti-
cally fresh air, because life is 
far too short to deny yourself 
of its benefits out of fear.

LUCEE LAURSEN
lucee-laursen@uiowa.edu

COLUMN

NICHOLE SHAW
nichole-shaw@uiowa.edu

ELLA LEE
ella-lee@uiowa.edu



    THE DAILY IOWAN   |  DAILY-IOWAN.COM  | THURSDAY, APRIL 5, 2018 5A

ard, Tyree Sorrells, Mar’yea 
Harris, O’Shea Wilson, Collin 
Hofacker, and Dejuan Fry.

Sorrells, Wilson, Wood-
ard, and Harris took first 
in Arizona as the only team 
to break 40 seconds with a 
mark of 39.69 seconds in the 
4x100 relay.

Hofacker, Woodard, Frye, 
and Harris ran the 4x400 in 
3:04.38 seconds in Florida.

Woodard, who contribut-
ed to the 4x100 and 4x400 
times, also ran a personal 
best in the 200 meters with 
a time of 20.61.

“Continuing to stay on top 
of the little things, like my nu-
trition, sleep, recovery, and 
my academics has set me up 
for some great performanc-
es,” Woodard said.

Douglas ran the 400-meter 
hurdles in 51.44 seconds in 

Florida, taking third.
Mylenek set a personal 

best at the Stanford Invi-
tational, posting a time of 
8:48.66 in the 3,000-meter 
steeplechase. That time ranks 
second in school history and 
was a personal best for him. 
Mylenek was also part of the 
distance medley relay team 
that took first at the Big Ten 
Indoor Championships.

“There is a huge learning 
curve in the steeplechase,” 
Iowa distance coach Randy 
Hasenbank told Hawkeye 
Sports. “He has improved 
much faster than most guys. 
He is athletic, explosive, and 
dedicated. The fact that he 
improved that much was not 
much of a surprise.”

Mylenek made a major leap 
at Stanford given that his 
previous personal best in the 
event was 8:56.78.

On the women’s side, the 
4x100 and 4x400 relay teams 
have also been a strong point. 
Andrea Shine, who also com-

peted at Stanford this past 
weekend, ran a personal best 
of 33:50.25 in the 10,000 me-
ters. That mark is good for 
15th in the nation and was a 
personal best for her.

“It’s always important to 
put up big performances 
early in the season because 
it shows you are heading 
in the right direction and 

setting yourself up for the 
postseason,” Iowa Direc-
tor of Track and Field Jo-
ey Woody told Hawkeye 
Sports. “We talked at the be-
ginning of the outdoor sea-
son. The more we focus on 
getting our numbers up in 
the national qualifiers, the 
better we will do at NCAAs 
and Big Tens.” 

File photo/The Daily Iowan
Iowa freshman Nathan Mylenek competes in the distance medley during a track 
meet in the Recreation Building in January 2017.

TRACK
CONTINUED FROM 6A

Over the weekend, Iowa 
was swept by unranked Big 
Ten opponent Maryland.

Iowa’s midweek match-
up with Northern Iowa, 
scheduled for Wednesday, 
could have been the match-
up to prove that the offense 
is there. However, the game 
was postponed due to im-
pending cold weather. Fri-
day’s series-opener against 
Wisconsin will now take place 
as part of a doubleheader on 
Saturday, with the finale still 
scheduled for April 8.

Coming off a winless 
weekend, those adjustments 
will have to be implemented 
throughout the lineup for Io-
wa to be back above .500.

“We’ve struggled a little bit 
on a certain type of pitching, 
so I think that’s what we kind 
of saw with our outcomes 

this past weekend,” Kilian 
said. “It was a lot of the same 
type of pitching, and we just 
didn’t make the adjustments 
quick enough.”

Kilian isn’t the only 
Hawkeye having recent 
success. Following her in 
the lineup are seniors Al-
lie Wood and Sarah Kurtz 
and freshman Aralee Bogar, 
who have all played in 30 or 
more games with a batting 
average above .200.

Kilian can set an example 
for those looking to step up 
and fill a role on the team by 
her work ethic. Using a com-
petitive and a team-building 
standpoint, getting everyone 
on the same page will be key.

“[It’s] all buying into the 
process of being a better 
hitter, giving yourself more 
chances, and I think ultimate-
ly that commitment level that 
[Kilian] has has allowed her 
to then excel based on expe-
rience and opportunities and 
repetition,” Looper said.

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 6A

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM 6A

It wasn’t a lead the Vikings 
were able to hold on to for 
long, however; it took just two 
innings for the Hawkeyes to 
fight their way back.

Lorenzo Elion popped a 
sacrifice fly in the bottom 
of the second, then struck 
again in the bottom of the 
fourth with a single up the 
middle that brought in Aus-
tin Guzzo from second to tie 
the game at 2.

It has been a good stretch 
for Elion, who has now 
knocked in six Hawkeyes in 
the previoius four games.

“He’s given us a huge 
boost,” Heller said. “Two big-
time hits at Illinois, and today 
he drives in [2 RBIs]. He’s do-
ne a great job for us.”

While the 2-run homer 
provided a rocky start for the 
Hawkeye pitching staff, they 
silenced the Vikings hitters 
for the rest of the game using 
a plethora of pitchers.

Eight Hawkeye pitchers 
took the mound Wednesday, 
and they combined to hold 
Grand View to 2 runs on 4 
hits while striking out 13 and 
walking only 1.

The reason Heller likes 
to opt for the vast array of 
pitchers during the mid-
week games is to keep his 
pitchers fresh.

“These midweek games 
are really big for us getting 
prepared for the conference 
games,” pitcher Cam Bau-
mann said. “Each pitcher 
throwing one inning really 
prepares all of us.”

While the pitching held 
down Grand View, the Hawk-
eye hitters in the sixth contin-
ued their trend of scoring in 
even innings.

In an unusual sequence, Io-
wa took the lead on a dropped 
third strike, then padded that 
lead later in the inning with 
an RBI groundout by Brett 
McCleary to make it 4-2, Iowa.

That was all it needed, as 
the pack of Hawkeye pitchers 
continued to shut down the 
Vikings to secure the victory.

While solid pitching was a 
big takeaway from Wednes-
day’s game, another was 
continuing to get used to the 
still-awful Iowa weather.

“We’ve got to get used to 
the weather,” Elion said. “We 
know we got to compete re-
gardless of what’s going on.”

It may be spring in Iowa, 
but the cold weather doesn’t 
seem to be going anywhere 
soon; it appears as if it will 
continue to be cold for the 
games this weekend. Iowa 
will play a three-game series 
against Ohio State start-
ing Saturday at 2:05 p.m. at 
Banks Field.
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Big Ten honors Hawk 
Fujitani 

Freshman Rachel Fujitani of 
the Iowa women’s golf team was 
named the Big Ten Golfer of the 

Week following 
her performance 
at the Bruzzy 
Challenge on 
Monday and 
Tuesday.

She finished 
in a career-best 
13th place after 
closing with a 13-

over and a 54-hole score of 229.
The finish came after Fujitani 

had three birdies in the second 
round to come in at a 6-over 150 
after 36 holes.

It is the first honor of Fujitani’s 
career and the first for the Hawk-
eye women’s squad since Amy Ihm 
picked up the award on March 16, 
2016.

Iowa will tee it up again at the 
Big Ten Championships on April 
20-22 in Cincinnati.

 
Track athletes earn Big 
Ten awards

For the second week in a row, 
no Hawkeyes were recognized by 
the Big Ten. Instead, Devin Quinn 
of Illinois and Rudy Winkler of 

Rutgers were 
honored on the 
men’s side, and 
Purdue’s Brionna 
Thomas and Min-
nesota’s Nicolle 
Murphy picked 
up awards on 
the women’s 
side.

Quinn took home gold medals 
in the 100 (10.20 seconds) and 200 
(20.45) at the Ole Miss Classic. 
Both times made the country’s 
top-10 list.

Winkler broke the Scarlet 
Knights’ hammer-throw record 
with a toss of 71.76 meters at the 
Florida Relays. The mark leads 
the Big Ten and ranks fifth in the 
nation.

Thomas broke three school 
records for the Boilermakers 
after placing third in the 400 with 
a time of 51.72. She also led her 
4x200 and 4x400 squads to a first- 
and second-place finish.

Murphy’s mark of 56.17 in the 
javelin throw earned her first 
place at the Ole Miss Classic by 
more than 10 meters; the distance 
was good for first in the confer-
ence and third in the NCAA.

Elion proves to have 
Grand View

BY JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

Spring weather may still be MIA in Iowa, but 
the frigid weather wasn’t enough to keep Iowa 
(17-9) off the diamond Wednesday afternoon in 
Banks Field as it took on Grand View (12-15).

With tons of cancellations all over the Big Ten, 
the Hawkeyes could’ve followed suit and called 
their game off. But it was important to Iowa head 
coach Rick Heller to get the game in.

“We really wanted to get this game in,” he said. 
“Anytime you can get out here and see live compe-
tition, it’s really good for you.”

Fans may have expected an easy matchup 
against the Vikings, but that notion was quick-
ly quieted when Tyler Smith sent a ball over the 
right field fence in the second inning to give the 
Vikings a quick 2-0 lead.

BY ANNA KAYSER 
anna-kayser@uiowa.edu

Iowa softball has been trying to restart its 
offense in the past week and not without some 
help from its hot-streaking leadoff hitter.

Junior Mallory Kilian collected her team-lead-
ing fifth home run on March 31 to go along with 
a slash line of .341/.450/.591. Her 18 runs scored 
also lead the Hawkeyes.

The coaching staff has been preaching all sea-
son about attacking good pitches from inside 
the box, and the key to Kilian’s success has been 
just that.

“One, she’s bought into kind of the philoso-
phy of attacking good pitches,” head coach Mar-
la Looper said. “Not being over selective, know-
ing what she can swing at and swing at well and 
make contact with versus what’s really not a 

good pitch for her to hit.”
For the starting first baseman, her success 

has come through the mentality.
“I think just up to bat, I’m confident, and I’m 

relaxed and seeing the ball well,” Kilian said.
So far, Iowa has seen a mix between ranked 

and unranked opponents, and along with that 
comes a mix of pitching styles.

What is key for offensive success — and what 
will be key for the Hawkeyes to get back on track 
— is making in-game adjustments to the ap-
proach.

“I think [Kilian’s] made some box adjust-
ments — either back of the box, front of the 
box — which allows you to see the ball a little 
differently or catch it before the break or after a 
break,” Looper said.

SEE SOFTBALL, 5A

Softball breeds 
success from the top
The Hawkeyes need to start hitting again to start winning 
again, and one key starter is all in on that mentality.

Iowa track 
flies at start 
of outdoor 
season
After a solid indoor season, the 
Hawkeyes have kept it up as 
they moved outdoors.

BY ANDREW DONLAN
andrew-donlan@uiowa.edu

The Iowa track and field team has had a hot 
start to the outdoor season. After two weeks of 
competition, the men rank 26th and the women 
35th in the nation, according to the U.S. Cross 

Country and Track & Field Coach-
es Association.

The women were ranked 34th 
in the preseason poll after a stel-
lar finish at the Big Ten Indoor 
Championships. Although the 
Hawkeyes’ ranking has dropped a 
slot, it’s a testament to their ability 
to compete at the level they did at 

the conclusion of the indoor season.
The men, on the other hand, have moved up 15 

slots in the rankings since the season began. Their 
somewhat disappointing Big Ten finish in the in-
door meet gave them room for improvement as 
the outdoor season started.

So far, the team has competed at the Willie Wil-
liams Invitational in Arizona on March 16-17, the 
91st Littlefield Texas Relays on March 28-29, the 
Stanford Invitational on March 30, and the Florida 
Relays on March 29-31.

The marks that stand out for the men are from 
Nathan Mylenek, Chris Douglas, Antonio Wood-

SEE TRACK, 5A

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa first baseman Mallory Kilian gets set against Drake at Pearl Field on March 28.
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HAWKEYE UPDATES

STAT OF THE DAY

.471
Iowa catcher Tyler Cropley is 
batting .471 with 7 runs scored 
in five conference games this 
season.

“The midweek games 
have actually been 
tougher than the Big 
Ten so far.

— third 
baseman 

Lorenzo Elion

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

Iowa baseball pulls out a 4-2 win in its midweek game against Grand View.

Mylenek

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Hawkeyes celebrate their victory over Grand View on Wednesday in Banks Field. The Hawkeyes defeated the Vikings, 4-2.

Fujitani

batting average in five 
conference games

Sports fans demand the best 
all the time. Hawkeye fans are 
no exception. The football team 
has a bad year? Unacceptable. 
The basketball team doesn’t 
live up to the preseason hype? 
Duck and cover. This should 
be a given, but franchises are 
allowed — and require — off years 
to rebuild and reassess teams. 
What’s more important is to keep 
the pressure on these teams, for 
fans to not give up in the bad 
stretches. Every team is going 
to be bad at some point, but by 
no means does that cement the 
same outcome for every season 
to come.  

Being patient with teams 
while also keeping pressure on 
them and pushing that they do 
better is important for a winning 
culture. If fans let off the 
pressure and keep giving money 
to teams, then the management 
feels less of a push to put a 
winning product on the field. 

For Hawkeye fans and fran-
chises alike, the winning culture 
is in our blood. Neither group is 
willing to give that up. And nor 
should they want to.

 — Anna Kayser

Quinn
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The opening essay, “The 
Empathy Exams,” recounts 
her time as a medical actor 
at the UI Hospitals & Clinics, 
while wrestling with feelings 
of guilt about her recent abor-
tion, among other topics. What 
struck her the most about be-
ing a medical actor was the 
way pain was quantifiable and 
empathy could be graded on a 
scale of 1 to 10.

“That job was the first time 
the word empathy seemed 
strange to me, which is the 
point when I really start to 
think about something,” she 
said. “That strangeness kept 
deepening the more I wrote the 
collection.”

Her new memoir, The Re-
covering: Intoxication and Its 
Aftermath, combines experi-
ence, literary criticism, and 
journalistic reportage to create 
a book that reinvents and in-
terrogates the recovery genre 
as a whole.

The interchange between re-
flecting on her experience and 
sharing others people’s stories 
offered her “an experiential 
relief and excitement that pre-
sented a way to approach ques-
tions from different angles.”

“I wanted to write a memoir 
where the recovery was just 
as interesting as the falling 
apart had been,” she said. “I 

also wanted to write a recov-
ery memoir that was not just 
my own life experiences but 
looked outward.”

Structuring the various story 
lines throughout the book was 
dictated by questions such as 
Where does addiction come 
from in the first place? Where 
does the impulse to drink come 
from? How does addiction re-
late to romantic love or desire? 
How does addiction and recov-
ery affect creativity?

“I often have a sense of what 
my questions are when I em-
bark on a piece, but I always try 
to stay open to new arguments 
being revealed,” she said.

With topics ranging from 
social policy debates, racial 
politics, 12-step meetings, and 
incarceration in relation to ad-
diction, The Recovering does 
not attempt to be a comprehen-
sive history of alcoholism. The 
memoir opens itself up to the 
weight of human experience.

Paired with research from 
her dissertation, Jamison 
studies various alcoholic writ-
ers. Many that she notes have 
become an integral part of 
the rich literary in Iowa City. 
During her time at the Work-
shop, she looked up to these 
writers, mimicking their 
drinking habits.

The memoir references “Ray-
mond Carver and John Cheever 
tire-squealing through early 
morning grocery-store park-
ing lots to restock their liquor 
stash; John Berryman opening 

bar tabs on Dubuque Street 
and ranting about Whitman 
till dawn, playing chess and 
leaving his bishops vulner-
able; Denis Johnson getting 
drunk at the Vine and writing 
short stories about getting 
drunk at the Vine.”

“So many stories were at-
tached to this institution,” 
Jamison said. “Iowa felt like a 
space full of those legends and 
also a space where their pres-
ence meant that I encountered 
their work. It felt natural to use 
Iowa as a narrative point of de-
parture for exploring some of 
their lives and histories.”

She regards sobriety as a rag-
ged process. Although her life 
did not derail because of her 
alcoholism, she said, her obses-
sion with drinking felt like the 
center of her life.

“Among other things my sto-
ry is one of a high-functioning 
addict,” she said. “The constant 
level of internal tension was ab-
solutely one of those things that 
booze provided a relief from. It 
quieted the internal chatter … I 
just had enough of the certain 
abiding sense of shame — the 
certain claustrophobia with 
how all my life was.”

She joined a 12-step group 
years later during her second 
stint in Iowa City, when her 
partner was in the Writers’ 
Workshop. She was able to find 
an intimate community in the 
slogans, rituals, and clichés. Af-
ter a relapse, she quit drinking 
at the age of 27.

“For me, the 12-step process 
was very transformative and 
helped me to understand so-
briety as something other than 
just deprivation,” she said. 
“Something that led into a new 
era of my life. The community 
of it felt like expansion rather 
than subtraction.”

As the director of the nonfic-
tion concentration at Columbia 

University and leader of the 
Marian House Project, she is an 
advocate for nonfiction as an 
academic study.

Jamison views the reinven-
tions of nonfiction over the last 
decade or as a continuation 
of nonfiction tradition rather 
than a break from it. A major 
component of the reinven-
tion of nonfiction is thinking 

expansively on what personal 
narrative can be.

“Formal reinvention has been 
part of this massive, sprawling, 
impossible to contain or draw 
boundaries around genre we 
call nonfiction,” she said. “The 
ways in which nonfiction is 
finding form to articulate and 
illuminate self and everything 
beyond the self are exciting.”

JAMISON
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Contributed
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In 2004, when Leslie Jamison was 21, she 
enrolled in the Iowa Writers’ Workshop 
after graduating magna cum laude from 
Harvard. Looking back, she said, she ap-
proached this opportunity with “immense 
excitement and anxiety” while grappling 
with alcohol addiction.

Active in the Iowa City literary com-
munity over the years, Jamison has par-
ticipated in Creative Matters lecture on 
campus, readings at Prairie Lights, and 
events at Mission Creek Festival. She will 
read from her new book, The Recovering: 
Intoxication and Its Aftermath, at Prai-
rie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque St., on April 25, 
which will include a conversation with 
longtime mentor and Workshop Profes-
sor Charles D’Ambrosio.

At the Workshop, Jamison lived a 
“self-dramatizing life” full of “constant 
drunkenness” and a series of “botched love 
affairs” that fueled her addiction. Reflect-
ing further on her experience, she said, 
she was grounded by the friendships she 
made at the Workshop. Her last Work-
shop professor, D’Ambrosio, was an 
immense help to her both “emotional-
ly and creatively.”

After leaving Iowa City in 2006, 
Jamison cared for her dying 
grandmother in Los Angeles, 
embarked on a monthlong 
trip to Nicaragua, and faced 
an unplanned pregnan-
cy in her early years as a 
Ph.D. candidate at Yale. 

This experience were later points of in-
fluence in several of her acclaimed es-
says and collections.

She returned to Iowa City in 2009 while 
her former partner attended the Work-
shop. She worked early morning shifts at 
DeLuxe Bakery, drank at bars on Market 
Street, and wrote her début novel, The Gin 
Closet (2010).

Jamison said the novel was an exercise in 
taking her internal life and distorting it. A lot 
of The Gin Closet was autobiographical not 
in terms of writing about her addiction but 
rather writing a speculative autobiography 
about where her life could have gone.

“I was taking certain things that were 
happening inside of me and following 
them to these more extreme spaces,” she 
said. “It was both an act of self-expression 
and an act of imagination into otherness.”

Struggling to write a novel about the 
Sandinista Revolution in Nicaragua, 
Jamison started reporting in her spare 
time as a break from writing fiction. She 
combined her self-funded journalism on 
120-mile ultra marathons, Morgellons 
disease conferences, and poverty tour-
ism, with her experience with abortion, 
self-harm, and heart surgery related to 
alcohol addiction. She later arranged 11 
essays on these topics into a collection 

called The Empathy Exams, a 
finalist for the PEN/Diamon-
stein-Spielvogel Award for 
the Art of the Essay.

“Nonfiction at that mo-
ment in my life was a 
way that I found a way 
out of myself,” she said. 
“I found immense 
pleasure in shaping 
and transcribing the 
world. The movement 
between external and 
internal, processing 
everything through 

my own sensitivity, and 
bringing my personal 
experience felt like one 
massive experiment.”

Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@TheDailyIowan

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar

Thursday, April 5, 2018
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The weekend in arts & entertainment

Writers’ Workshop graduate Leslie Jamison has written a new memoir, The Recovering: Intoxication and Its Aftermath.

BY JOSHUA BALICKI | joshua-balicki@uiowa.edu

DESIGN BY ALLIE WILKERSON

SEE JAMISON, 7B

 



SATURDAY, 10 A.M., FILMSCENE

A LONG WAY FROM HOME

FRIDAY 1, 3:30, 6, & 8:30 P.M., F
ILM

SCE
N

E

THE MIRACLE SEASON

 F
R

ID
A

Y
 N

O
O

N, 2136 MEDICAL EDUCATION & R
ESEA

R
C

H
 F

A
C

IL
IT

Y

ANCIENT POSSE

SUNDAY, 7 P.M., ENGLERT

THOROUGHBREDS

TH
U

RSDAY4, 6:15, & 8:15 P.M., F
ILMSCEN

E

SANDRA ALLEN

Hayley Kiyoko’s Expectations
   Hayley Kiyoko released her latest album, Expectations, on 
March 30. The artist’s latest collection of songs features her 
hits “Curious,” “Feelings,” “Sleepover,” and “Let it Be.”
   Kiyoko is openly queer, and she does not hold back in her 
songs. Over the years, she has quickly gained popularity. 
Some of her songs are directly targeted at lesbian youth, 
while others contain lyrics that can be more open to 
interpretation.
   Her single “Sleepover” has more than 15 million streams 
on Spotify. It originally revolves around her dealing with 
loneliness because the girl she loves is heterosexual, but the lyrics don’t distinctly say that, 
so it can be interpreted that a love interest does not have reciprocating feelings. Therefore, 
a multitude of people can relate to the lyrics for different reasons.
   The album, when listened to from start to beginning, begins with Kiyoko describing how 
strong her feelings are toward a girl, then in the middle, the songs begin to reveal that it is 
unrequited love, so by the end she has had closure and letting go of her crush. There is a 
full story being told with the track list. It’s perfect when going through heartbreak in order 
to feel understood, yet empowered.

Song pick: “Mercy/Gatekeeper”

Beginning in 1912,  the story focuses on the child of Katie and Johnny 
Nolan, Francie. Her life seems picturesque until the later pages of the 
novel go back in time to 1900. Katie and Johnny had just fallen in love. 
While they are both poor, they both work jobs as janitors and have a 
seemingly happy life. With Katie now expecting their first child, Francie, 
Johnny’s drinking issues begins to rise from the depths, causing him to 
be unreliable. Another child, Neeley, is born after Francie, and the father 
still drinks late into the night and early into the day. 

Now in 1912, the family seems to be falling apart, and Francie sees 
the rotting world around her. Unable to afford high school, Francie is 
set to work in a factory, while her brother is sent to school. Francie desperately hopes that she can 
receive an education and that her family will suffer no more.

An unexplained mass epidemic of blindness is afflicting nearly 
everyone in an unnamed city, and social breakdown swiftly 
follows. The novel follows the misfortunes of a handful of char-
acters who are among the first to be stricken and centers on “the 
doctor’s wife,” her husband, and several of his patients who are 
thrown together by chance. 

After lengthy and traumatic quarantine in an asylum, the group 
members band together in a family-like unit to survive by their wits and 
by the unexplained good fortune that the doctor’s wife has escaped the 
blindness. The sudden onset and unexplained origin and nature of the 

blindness cause widespread panic, and the social order rapidly unravels as the government attempts 
to contain the apparent contagion and keep order via increasingly repressive and inept measures.

2B 80 HOURS

WEEKEND EVENTS

TODAY 04.05

FRIDAY 04.06

In the modern horror thriller A Quiet Place, a family of four must navigate their lives 
in silence after mysterious creatures that hunt by sound threaten their survival. If 
they hear you, they hunt you. It features John Krasinski as the director, who also 
stars as Lee, and Emily Blunt. University of Iowa graduates Scott Beck and Bryan 
Woods are two of the screenwriters behind the film. 

Blockers tells the story of three parents who stumble upon their daughters’ pact 
to lose their virginity at prom. In a comedic twist, they launch a covert one-night 
operation to stop the teens from sealing the deal. Leslie Mann (The Other Woman, 
This Is 40), Ike Barinholtz (Neighbors, Suicide Squad), and John Cena (Trainwreck, 
Sisters) star in Blockers, the directorial début of Kay Cannon (writer of the Pitch 
Perfect series).

— by Claire Dietz

— by Natalie Betz

— by Madison Lotenschtein 

A QUIET PLACE

BLOCKERS 

• UI SYMPHONY BAND, 7:30 P.M., VOXMAN 
CONCERT HALL

A TREE GROWS IN BROOKYLN, BY BETTY SMITH

MUSIC

BLINDNESS, BY JOSÉ SARAMANGO 

MISSION CREEK FESTIVAL

OPENING MOVIES

LIT PICKS

ALBUM PICK
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• DEB OLIN UNFERTH AND ANDREA LAWLOR, 7 
P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS, 15 S. DUBUQUE
• ELIZABETH MOEN, 8 P.M., ENGLERT, 221 E. 
WASHINGTON
• COLLIDESCOPE, 8:30 P.M., YACHT CLUB, 13 S. LINN
• COUNTERFEIT MADISON, 9 P.M., MILL, 120 E. 
BURLINGTON
• DANA T., 9 P.M., MILL
FOR MORE INFO, VISIT MISSIONCREEKFESTIVAL.COM

DI

SUNDAY 04.08

MC

FILM
• A FANTASTIC WOMAN, 3:30, 6, & 8:45 P.M., 
FILMSCENE, 118 E. COLLEGE
• THOROUGHBREDS, 4, 6:15, & 8:15 P.M., FILMSCENE
• PRIMER, FILM CLUB, 7 P.M., 101 BECKER
• DOWNSIZING, 8 & 11 P.M., IMU BIG TEN THEATER
• LION KING, 8 & 11 P.M., IMU IOWA THEATER

MISSION CREEK FESTIVAL
• SANDA ALLEN READING, NOON, 2136 MEDICAL 
EDUCATION & RESEARCH FACILITY
• SISTER WIFE, 7 P.M., ENGLERT
• MARGARET GLASPY, 8 P.M., ENGLERT
• EXTRAVISION, 8:30 P.M., MILL
• MISSION BEAT: PAT BLIN, 9 P.M., YACHT CLUB
• SINNER FRENZ, 9 P.M., GABE’S, 330 E. WASHINGTON
FOR MORE INFO, VISIT MISSIONCREEKFESTIVAL.COM

MC

FILM
• THE MIRACLE SEASON, 1, 3:30, 6, & 8:30 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• A FANTASTIC WOMAN, 1:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• THOROUGHBREDS, 8 P.M., FILMSCENE

MISCELLANEOUS
• 15TH-ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION, 3 P.M., ASIAN 
PACIFIC AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER
• STILL/HERE, 3:30 P.M., E105 ADLER
• FIRST FRIDAY, 5 P.M., FILMSCENE

THEATER
• VISUAL MIXTAPE, GALLERY SERIES, 8 P.M., THEATER 
BUILDING THEATER B

SATURDAY 04.07

MISSION CREEK FESTIVALMC
• NABILA LOVELACE, KAYLEB RAE CANDRILLA, 
KMA SULLIVAN, NOON, PRAIRIE LIGHTS
• KEYNOTE READING, JAMILA WOODS, HANIF 
ABDURRAQIB, ALISSA NUTTING, 6 P.M., MILL
• BSTAR, 7 P.M., GABE’S
• BASSEM YOUSSEF, 7:30 P.M., HANCHER
• ALEX ZHANG HUNGTAI, 8 P.M., YACHT CLUB
• KAREN MEAT, 8 P.M., ENGLERT
• RITUALS OF MINE, 8 P.M., GABE’S
FOR MORE INFO, VISIT MISSIONCREEKFESTIVAL.COM

THEATER
• VISUAL MIXTAPE, GALLERY SERIES, 8 P.M., THEATER 
BUILDING THEATER B

FILM
• A LONG WAY FROM HOME: THE UNTOLD 
STORY OF BASEBALL’S DESEGREGATION, 10 A.M., 
FILMSCENE
• A FANTASTIC WOMAN, 10:30 A.M., 3:30 & 8:15 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• ¿CÓMO FUE? A CUBAN JOURNEY, 11:08 A.M. 
2:03 P.M., THEATRE 2 , THEATRE 3 RESPECTIVELY, 
COLLINS ROAD THEATRES, 1462 TWIXT TOWN ROAD, 

MARION
• THOROUGHBREDS, 1, 6, & 10:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• THE MIRACLE SEASON, 3, 5:30, & 8 P.M., FILMSCENE
• CLUE, 11 P.M, FILMSCENE

MISSION CREEK FESTIVALMC
• ANCIENT POSSE, 7 P.M., ENGLERT
• PSALM ONE, 8 P.M., ENGLERT
• JAMILLA WOODS, 9:15 P.M., ENGLERT
FOR MORE INFO, VISIT MISSIONCREEKFESTIVAL.COM

FILM
• THOROUGHBREDS, 12:30 & 5:15 P.M., FILMSCENE
• THE MIRACLE SEASON, 1, 3:30, & 6 P.M., FILMSCENE
• A FANTASTIC WOMAN, 2:30 & 7:30 P.M., FILMSCENE

DI MISCELLANEOUS
• PUB QUIZ, 9 P.M., MILL

THEATER
• VISUAL MIXTAPE, GALLERY SERIES, 8 P.M., THEATER 
BUILDING THEATER B

• PIANO SUNDAY: ALAN HUCKLEBERRY AND 
STUDIO, 1:30 P.M., OLD CAPITOL MUSEUM 
SENATE
• ANDREW MCDONALD, PERCUSSION, 1:30 
P.M., 2400 VOXMAN
• MUSIC OF MAX REGER, 3 P.M., VOXMAN 
MUSIC, CONCERT HALL
• JOHN MANNING, FACULTY RECITAL, 3 P.M.

VOXMAN RECITAL HALL

MUSIC
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Fly Fishing Film Tour lured to Big Grove
BY MATTHEW KINNEY
matthew-kinney@uiowa.edu

The 12th-annual Fly Fishing 
Film Tour will be coming to Big 
Grove Brewery & Taproom, 1225 
S Gilbert St., in Iowa City on 
April 8 at 1 p.m. The event show-
cases documentaries featuring 
unique characters, stories, and 
fisheries that make up the vast 
world of fly fishing.

The 2018 Fly Fishing Film 
Tour, which will travel to more 
than 175 cities in eight countries, 
consists of eight documenta-
ries set in various locations 
from Michigan to Honduras to 
Greenland. Along with showing 
world-class fly-fishing films, 
the film tour is dedicated to 
supporting local fly shops and 
conservation groups that are in-
strumental to the sport.

Big Grove hosted the Back-

country Film Festival in January, 
and it has partnered with Film-
Scene to screen movies for free, 
making the Fly Fishing Film 
Tour a no-brainer for the brew-
ery. Big Grove manager Rachel 
Wobeter sees the event as an 
opportunity to introduce more 
people to fly fishing as well as 
helping out a good cause.

“We’ve done another film fes-
tival before, so they came to us 
as a venue, and we saw a great 
opportunity,” she said. “There 
aren’t many other venues in Io-
wa City that have the space to 
hold these events. Besides show-
ing the most interactive and in-
teresting documentaries made 
about fly fishing, it’s helping 
to generate interest in fly fish-
ing. It’s kind of a niche sport, 
so we’re focused on how we 
can get more people interest-
ed in fly fishing.”

Along with the documentary 
films, the film tour generates 
excitement and raises money 
for an event called the Driftless 
Flyathlon, that takes place in 
northeast Iowa. This October 
will be the third-annual Driftless 
Flyathlon.

“You fly-fish while you run, 
it’s like a triathlon, but you 
have to catch fish in different 
locations, take a picture of 
it, and run to the next stop,” 
Wobeter said.

While the film tour features 
world-class documentaries and 
garners attention for the sport 
of fly-fishing, the ultimate goal of 
the event is to promote conserva-
tion and awareness of the sport.

Money generated from the 
event is donated to nonprofit or-
ganizations dedicated to conser-
vation of the environment.

“This film festival is a way 

for this group to help get more 
word out and raise awareness 
about conservation,” Wobeter 
said. “They donate money from 
the film tour and the flyathlon 
to Coldwater Conservation and 
sustainability efforts to keep the 
environment clean.”

The festival provides an op-
portunity to support wildlife 
conservation while also having 
the chance to showcase unique 
films from all over the world.

“All in all, it’s a very heart-
warming, positive event,” Wo-
beter said. “Nobody’s really mak-
ing money off it. We’re proud to 
be donating the space, whereas 
it would take a few thousand 
dollars to do the film tour at 
another venue. We want to sup-
port these nonprofit outdoor 
preservation efforts, and the Fly 
Fishing Film Tour is a great way 
to do that.”

Writing through more than glass ceilings
Roxanne Gay and Amber Tamblyn talk with Jessica Hopper about art and literature in Mission Creek’s primary headliner
BY RHIANA CHICKERING
rhiana-chickering@uiowa.edu

Screams and roars were 
heard throughout the En-
glert,  221 E. Washington St. 
For those outside of the lit-
erature community, it would 
seem as if a musical concert 
were about to take place, 
but not today. Today, Rox-
ane Gay, Amber Tamblyn, 
and Jessica Hopper stepped 
on stage as the claps and 
screams became more shrill.

Midwest-raised re-
nowned author Gay and 
actor-turned-poet Tamblyn 
sat on a sofa with a zig-zag 
design as culture critic and 
music writer Hopper sat on 
a white chair to moderate 
the conversation.

The three remarkable wom-
en were humorous and knowl-
edgeable through their conver-
sation, talking about anything 
ranging from casual encoun-

ters on Craig’s List — which is 
how Tamblyn and Gay jokingly 
said they met — to imperative 
advice for young women. 

Hopper asked questions 
that are often overlooked in 
discussions about women 
in creative work as Tamblyn 
and Gay offered numerous 
perspectives, including ad-
vice they received but gladly 
disregarded.

“[One of my mentors] al-
ways told me I needed to write 
every single day if I wanted 
to be a good writer,” Tamblyn 
said. “It actually stressed me 
out. I thought there was some-
thing deeply wrong with me 
that I couldn’t do that.”

Dissimilarly, another men-
tor told Tamblyn otherwise, 
mentioning to nurture “writ-
er’s block” rather than fight it. 

“It’s just the muse sleeping, 
and you have to protect it and 
not think of it as a bad thing, 
but you have to nurture it,” 

Tamblyn said.
Gay’s experience was more 

appalling — one editor told her 
she would have to write about 
black people in a way that was, 
in his words, “believable.” To 
this editor, “believable” includ-
ed black communities living in 
ghettos rather than suburbs. 

Gay consigned the advice to 
the ash heap of history. 

Hopper, whose written 
with a feminist point of view 
for several years, was even 
given contradicting advice 
from an editor. 

“An editor told me I should 
set aside my feminism and 
view things outside of those 
lens and just take art or music 
as it was from this imagined 
central [and] basically white 
man’s perception,” Hopper 
said. “[Then], if I could do 
that, I could write for Spin or 
Rolling Stone.”

Much to this editor’s dis-
may, Hopper had been writ-

ing for Spin since she was 18 
years old, which she expanded 
on in an interview with The 
Daily Iowan. 

“There was a local paper 
where I was growing up in 
Minneapolis, and I didn’t re-
ally like how they wrote about 
one of my favorite bands 
[Babes in Toyland],  so I want-
ed to write something that un-
derstood this band,” said Hop-
per. “I was only in 10th grade 
and didn’t have a lot of writing 
experience outside of school, 
so [the local paper] didn’t take 
me up on my offer.”

Hopper ended up pho-
to-copying a 40-page publica-
tion she and her friends cre-
ated, and a few months later, 
she begin writing for national 
publications such as Spin. 

During the conversation, 
Gay and Tamblyn also remi-
nisced about their childhoods. 

“I would go to the library and 
take a wagon, fill it with books, 

and walk home,” Gay said. 
As an 11-year-old actor in 

Hollywood, Tamblyn had a 
different take. 

“Success was anytime when 
someone would take me se-
riously when I was an actor,” 
she said. “I used to say I don’t 
act for a living, I get rejected 
for a living.”

Tamblyn recalled audition 
in rooms filled with predom-
inantly men. 

“I would try to present 
[ideas] to them in a way that 
made it seem like it was their 
idea,” she said. 

As a writer, though, she now 
feels less pressure of having to 
look a certain way or act a cer-
tain way. She gets to be herself. 

Not to say writing doesn’t 
have pressures, especially 
when Gay has introduced 

several first-time occurrenc-
es in literature. 

“It makes afraid because I 
don’t want to ‘f**k’ it up,” said 
Gay. “That kind of pressure 
makes me want to do my best, 
then I don’t take risks, and 
I’m not myself on the page. [I 
have to tell myself, ‘OK, Rox-
ane, you’re the first, but you’re 
not going to be the last. If you 
fail, it’s not you, it’s the system 
that’s irrevocably broken.”

Fittingly, proceeds for this 
event were donated to Girls 
Rock, an organization deter-
mined to bringing creativity 
to young girls and trans-iden-
tified youth through music. 
The they record their music 
on CDs, which were sold at 
the Englert after the event 
and are apparently mostly 
about cats.

The 12th-annual Fly Fishing Tour heads to Big Grove Brewery this weekend.
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BY SARAH STORTZ
sarah-stortz@uiowa.edu

Hit play.
Skip.
Rewind.
Traveling through an as-

sortment of music genres, 
the University of Iowa The-
ater Department will add a 
graphic component to lis-
tening to a mixtape Friday 
with Visual Mixtape.

Featuring an ensemble of 
actors all wearing masks, 
the play contains numerous 
stories set to various songs. 
Choreography is added to 
substitute for the nonexis-
tent dialogue.

“What we’re creating is 
really a new form of the-
ater,” director Joe Osheroff 
said. “It’s a hybrid of mask 
theater, dance theater, and 

performance art all in one.”
Before coming to the uni-

versity as a Grant Wood Fel-
low, Osheroff started and ran 
a mask-theater company, the 
Homunculus Mask Theater 
of New York City.

His love for the unique 
style was sparked when he 
studied abroad in college. 
He took a theater-movement 
class in which the instruc-
tor laid a bunch of theater 
masks on the stage while 
music played.

For several hours, Os-
heroff and his classmates 
moved to the music while 
wearing the masks.

“It sort of triggered 
something in my mind that 
was something primal, and 
exciting, and artistic, and 
new,” Osheroff said. “I sort 
of became aware and even-

tually kind of artistically ob-
sessed with the use of masks 
in the theater. The way [the 
teacher] approached it 
wasn’t delicate, it wasn’t sa-
cred, it just was.”

While Osheroff originally 
came up with the idea of Vi-
sual Mixtape, all of the actors 
made contributions to the 
narrative, which is made up 
of several stories.

Zach Twardowski, an M.F.A. 
student in acting, was drawn 
to audition for the show so he 
could become more involved 
in physical theater.

“I like different forms of 
storytelling, so the fact that 
this has no dialogue, but it’s 
all through movement and 
the music being played, was 
interesting to me,” he said.

Twardowski noted that all of 
the actors need to be fully con-

scious of their bodies on stage, 
remembering certain move-
ments as if they were lines.

“In mask theater, every 
gesture, every movement 
says something to the audi-
ence,” he said. “It’s been re-
ally rewarding to trust other 
people with my body and al-
so to trust them in creating 
this thing.”

UI freshman Genevieve 
Eckelaert, the dance captain 
for the ensemble, said that 
because of her dance back-
ground, she was enthusiastic 
to be involved in a heavily 
physical play.

“I appreciate [the play’s] 
ability to still evoke emo-
tion and still communicate 

stories and feeling without 
dialogue,” she said. “When 
you don’t have dialogue, a 
lot of the gestures and the 
movements are much more 
dramatic.”

Using 42 different masks, 
Osheroff built a majority of 
them on his own. He prais-
es the work environment at 
the university for providing 
him a studio in which to 
work on his craft.

“This has been a really 
freeing experience to come 
here and have something 
that’s way more concentrat-
ed,” Osheroff said.

With the jarring style of 
the masks, the actors con-
vey human conflict through 

their monstrous appear-
ance.

“These are masks that 
don’t look like actual people; 
they’re very exaggerated 
in many ways,” Eckelaert. 
“I think it’s cool that these 
things that aren’t quite hu-
man evoke human emotions 
and portray that to the au-
dience.”

Osheroff ultimately 
views the experience like 
none other.

“It’s hard to describe 
what it is, but when you 
come to watch it, you get 
it,” Osheroff said. “It’s like 
watching a live music vid-
eo, and the music is a mix 
of different elements.”

Masks open new world on stage
Since coming to the UI through a Grant Wood Fellowship, Joe Osheroff has worked on a project mixing masks and dance.

Olivia Sun/The Daily Iowan
Sydney Kuhel performs as a fly in a rehearsal of Visual Mixtape on Tuesday in the Theater Building. The piece, directed by Joe 
Osheroff, is a nonverbal, ensemble-based mask show. 
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BY ELLY WOODS
ellyssa-woods@uiowa.edu

Bassem Youssef is no 
stranger to the powers of a 
ruling government. When 
an arrest warrant from 
Egyptian police was put out 
for him, he complied and 
turned himself in, spending 
five hours under question-
ing. His crime? Comedy.

What began as a five-min-
ute YouTube political-satire 
show turned into an open-
ing that landed him a spot 
in Time’s 100 Most Influen-
tial People of 2013. Youssef’s 
show, “Al Bernameg,” was 
the first of its kind to go 
from online to television in 
the Middle East.

At 7:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Youssef will be at Hancher 
as a part of this year’s Mis-
sion Creek Festival. The 
festival is organized by the 
Englert and features venues 
all over Iowa City.

Youssef’s biographical 
documentary, *Tickling 
Giants*, will be shown at 
FilmScene, 118 E. College 
St., at noon Saturday, where 
the star will be in atten-
dance. Youssef, who prac-

ticed cardiothoracic surgery 
in Egypt for more than a 
decade before moving into 
comedy, has appeared on 
“The Daily Show” with Jon 
Stewart, as well as hosted 
Stewart on his own show. 
He also hosted the Interna-
tional Emmy Awards Gala 
in 2015.

This event is the only Mis-
sion Creek event to be held 
at Hancher this year, and it 
is the second year the audi-
torium has been involved 
with the festival.

Rob Cline, the Hancher 
director of marketing and 
communications, said in 
an email to The Daily Iowan 
that the staff were excited 
to collaborate with Mission 
Creek, which has been go-
ing for more than a decade.

“This year, we wanted to 
find something that would 
naturally feel like a part of 
the festival, and we were al-
so interested in connecting 
the event to our Embracing 
Complexity Project, which 
highlights Islamic art and 
Muslim artists,” Cline said. 
“Bassem Youssef fits the bill 
perfectly.”

Embracing Complexity, 

funded by a grant from the 
Association of Performing 
Arts Professionals, seeks 
to build appreciation and 
understanding for Muslim 
culture through Muslim 
guests and events at Hanch-
er. This is the second year 
Hancher has been involved 
with this program. Hancher 
Executive Director Chuck 
Swanson said the theme of 
the grant was timely for the 
country and for the world.

“This fits right in line 
with the work we do in 
terms of bringing diverse 
artists to our campus, to our 
community, to our regent, 
to our state,” Swanson said. 
“The arts are a great way for 
people to learn about other 
cultures, for people to really 
learn and understand more 
about each other, with the 
ultimate goal of people get-
ting along better.”

UI communication-stud-
ies Professor Kembrew Mc-
Leod said Mission Creek, 
along with the Witching 
Hour Festival, which takes 
place in the fall, tends to do 
a good job at curating di-
verse acts. For a long time, 
minority comedians stood 

in the margins of white 
male comedians, but that is 
starting to change.

“Clearly, there are enough 

really talented non-white 
male comedians out there,” 
McLeod said. “And it doesn’t 
take that much effort to fill 

out a lineup that much more 
diverse than what Hancher 
and other venues had previ-
ously been doing.”

From arrested for comedy to stardom
Bassem Youssef, referred to as the ‘Jon Stewart of the Arab World,’ will be at Hancher on Saturday as a part of Mission Creek. 
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Margret Wander, stage 
name Dessa, brings a type 
of intelligence and aware-
ness that is seldom seen 
in the new age of hip-hop 
music. Her show kicked 
off Gabe’s Mission Creek 
performances, and her col-
laboration with the show’s 
opener, MONAKR, led to an 
performance that left the 
Gabe’s,  330 E. Washington 

St., crowd with hands in 
the air.

Dessa’s Mission Creek 
performance is one of the 
first stops on her inter-
national tour. During her 
dates in the U.S., she will 
continue to play with MON-
AKR.

“If you didn’t like us, then 
you’re going to be upset,” 
said Saam Hagshenas, gui-
tarist for MONAKR. “We are 
going to stick around and 
play with Dessa.” 

Dessa fans were entirely 
pleased, as the floorboards 
at Gabe’s could barely han-
dle the rhythmic pulse of 
dancing feet.

Dessa belongs to the 
Minneapolis hip-hop col-
lective Doomtree, which 
has led her to a spiral of 
collaborations and proj-
ects, including most nota-
bly, recording on the famed 
Hamilton Mixtape.

The rapper’s original mu-
sic embodies the aggressive, 

spoken word type of deliv-
ery that is popularly asso-
ciated with Hamilton. This 
style translated to Gabe’s 
stage, as Dessa mounted 
stage monitors to look down 
on her audience with wide 
eyes and pointed fingers.

Dessa’s newest album, 
Chime, is a melting pot of 
the artist’s experiences 
producing hip-hop and pop 
tracks. Her ability to let 
her music grow organically 
provides a diverse selection 

of work.
During her work with 

Doomtree, her crew lead-
ers advised her that some 
of her lyrics began to sound 
increasingly more like pop 
music. Her response led to 
the making of more elec-
tronic and pop-fused tracks.

“For all the guys out 
there, if you really love the 
rap music, and your girl re-
ally likes the slow songs, you 
better learn to love the slow 
songs,” said Dessa during 

her Mission Creek set, pref-
acing one of the love songs 
on her new album.

Letting the lyrics shape 
her music gives Dessa the 
ability to translate her mu-
sic to a live setting more 
effectively. Her work with 
MONAKR is also an accu-
rate representation of how 
her powerful delivery can 
be produced in several dif-
ferent ways, which gives 
way to more successful col-
laborations.

Dessa brings a new awareness to hip-hop
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