
[Note from the editor: This article was original-
ly published on April 5, 1968. It has been edited 
for style and length, and some words have been 
modified to be more culturally appropriate in to-
day’s society.]

 
BY DAILY IOWAN STAFF, 1968

 
Political leaders, churchmen, and persons of 

all walks of life who have been involved in the 
civil-rights struggle expressed alarm, shock, and 
regrets in Iowa City and throughout the state 
Thursday night upon hearing of the assassina-
tion of the Rev. Marlin Luther King Jr.

In Iowa City, a [black] minister, the Rev. Fred 
Penny, summed up his reaction.

“I don’t really have a statement,” he said. “It 
just seems to be the American way of doing 
things. King was lucky, though. He lived longer 
than any of us thought he would.”

And in Des Moines, word of King’s death 
reached Gov. Harold Hughes as he conferred 
with a dozen [black] ministers at a meeting 
whose purpose was “to try to find peace for our 
state and nation.”

Hughes said, “He was a man far beyond his 
time. His efforts at bringing humanity together 
as one family by peaceful means are among the 
noblest I know.”

 Personified by Quests
  Also in Des Moines, attorney Robert A. 

Wright, president of the Iowa branch of the 
NAACP, said, “We have lost someone who per-
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This year, Iowa residents have seen the 
number of first-time women candidates more 
than double. This is due in part to the nation-
wide movement combating sexual assault. 
Some 98 women, including incumbents, will 
appear on the primary ballot this June. Many 
of them, both new and old, have spoken out 
against sexual assault and for allowing wom-
en fair representation.

Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds said she’s excited 
about the number of women running for office, 
and a priority of hers has been to encourage 
women to run for office and take on leadership 
roles in business. She believes it’s very import-

ant that people have that diversity of thought.
“… By seeing more women in office, I think 

it encourages more women to run,” she said. 
“It’s very humbling to live out history and be 
a part of it and so honored, but I hope when 
history is written, there are many more 
things that have been said about the the 
things we were able to accomplish under 
my leadership.”

Mary Ellen Miller, the executive director of 
50-50 in 20/20, a nonpartisan, issue-neutral 
nonprofit organization that works to elect 
more women to state-government positions, 
said she thinks factors encouraging more fe-
male candidates are the gender rhetoric in the 
2016 election and seeing an increased number 

How public is funding for 
higher education? 
While the state’s disinvestment in 
higher education is becoming the 
norm in Iowa, other states with 
institutions in the University of 
Iowa’s peer group have managed 
to increase their support for 
higher education. In light of Iowa’s 
dwindling state support, legislators 
and members of the UI community 
ask: What is higher education’s role 
in society? How public will it remain 
if funding sources become more 
private? Ethics & Politics, 5

Leader of the 
running-back pack
Iowa’s current running-back unit 
doesn’t have a lot of experience. 
Toren Young, a redshirt sopho-
more, has been highlighted by 
running-backs coach Derrick Foster 
as the leader of the pack. “Toren 
being a leader of the room, and I 
lean on him a lot to make sure that 
he manages the room as a player,” 
he said. Sports, 10

Regents plan to keep 
tuition hikes under 
4 percent
The state Board of Regents unveiled 
its proposed tuition rates on 
Tuesday, upping undergraduate 
resident tuition by 3.8 percent and 
nonresident tuition by 2.1 percent. 
This plan is lower than an August 
proposal that suggested raising resi-
dent tuition by 7 percent. News, 2

Team USA has a target on 
its back in wrestling 
World Cup
This weekend, the UI will host some 
of the world’s top talent at the 
wrestling World Cup in Carver-Hawk-
eye. Two countries, however, will not 
be present: Iran and Russia. There 
was some disappointment, beause 
these countries have some of the 
best talent out there, but regardless, 
the wrestlers will be ready to go 
on Saturday. Sports, 10

Breaking down the 
language barrier
Community Conversations help 
non-native English speakers 
practice in a relaxed environment. 
One-on-one conversations between 
international and domestic students 
help to build confidence and make 
new friends between cultures. 
News, 7

GymHawks’ reach extends 
into the community
The women’s gymnastics team 
doesn’t limit itself to working in 
Carver-Hawkeye. The GymHawks 
spend time each season giving 
back in the community, most of 
the time in Iowa City but also in 
other areas while on road trips. 
Sports, 10

SEE WOMEN, 2

Iowa women campaigning 
for representation 
Women in politics discuss the outpouring of support against 
sexual assault, along with a surge in the number of women 
running for office.

Iowans 
express shock, 
regrets at 
King’s death
Today is the 50th anniversary 
of Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
assassination. Glance at how 
the community reacted in the 
aftermath of King’s death.

SEE MLK, 2
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File Photo/The Daily Iowan
Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds (left, next to acting Lt. Gov. Adam Gregg) listens to a speaker during a Johnson County Republi-
cans event at the Radisson on July 6, 2017. 

Breaking back from 
substance abuse 

BY MARISSA PAYNE 
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

It wasn’t until drug and alcohol abuse got in the 
way of her academic pursuits that Kaylee Zimlich 
knew she had a problem on her hands larger than 
participating in the college party culture.

By the end of her junior year, she knew that 
to remove herself from that culture, she had to 
leave the University of Iowa. And in April 2016, 
that’s what she chose to do.

“My [substance] use and mental health was 

to a point where I was physically dependent on 
drugs,” she said. “I couldn’t go to class or anything 
without drugs or alcohol, and it was affecting my 
schoolwork and mental health substantially.”

At that point, Zimlich began letting her par-
ents in on her struggles with depression and 
substance abuse, and she was soon on her way 
to getting the help she needed. After an initial 
hospital visit, she took time to restart her life 
in Colorado by checking into a residential reha-
bilitation center and eventually enrolling at the 
University of Colorado-Boulder.

With the help of the school’s Collegiate Re-
covery Center, Zimlich said, she got her life 
back on track. But after learning her credits 
from the UI wouldn’t transfer to Colorado, she de-
cided to give the UI another shot in August 2017.

To make her return to the UI successfully and 
provide others with the resources that helped 
her in Colorado, she made it her mission to as-
sist university officials in establishing a Colle-
giate Recovery Program.

SEE PROGRAM, 2

The UI Collegiate Recovery Program was born out of one UI student’s
 bounce back from substance abuse.

Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan
UI senior Kaylee Zimlich sits in the IMU on March 30. Zimlich has aided the UI’s implementation of the Collegiate Recovery Program after dropping out of the university, then returning.

Tune in for LIVE updates
Campus and city news, weather, 
and Hawkeye sports coverage 
every day at 8:30 a.m. at 
daily-iowan.com.
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As Iowa disinvests, the issue of higher-education funding goes beyond red and blue in Iowa and other state legislatures.
How public is higher education funding?

T he disinvestment 
in higher educa-
tion hasn’t shown 
signs of slowing in 

Iowa, but the trend of dwindling 
state support isn’t mirrored in 
every state.

On March 28, Gov. Kim 
Reynolds, R-Iowa, signed off 
on midyear cuts to the state 
Board of Regents universities’ 
budgets for a second-consec-
utive year after the Legislature 
passed $10.9 million in reduc-
tions to regents-controlled 
entities. Cuts total nearly $5.5 
million for the University of Io-
wa, $5.4 million for Iowa State 
University, and $34,362 for the 
regents’ office, regional study 
centers, and Iowa Public Radio. 

In the latest round of bud-
get cuts, $35.5 million was cut 
from state programs and ser-
vices, meaning the cuts to the 
regents made up almost one-
third of the deappropriations 
despite higher education only 
composing 7 percent of the 
state’s general-fund budget. To 
compensate for the state’s pro-
jected revenue shortfalls, the 
regent universities have seen 
their budgets slashed by more 
than $40 million in a matter of 
approximately 12 months.

Legislators on both sides 
of the aisle point fingers at 
the other side as part of the 
problem at the root of the 
budget cuts, but the numbers 
show there’s more than parti-
san finger-pointing at play as 
other states boost funding for 
higher education.

The UI compares itself with a 
group of 10 schools with similar 
campuses and health-science 
centers — some being Big Ten 
schools, some from outside 
the conference. Seven of the 10 
states with schools in the peer 
group managed to increase 
appropriations for higher ed-
ucation. Of those seven states, 
six have Republican-dominated 
legislatures, and four are led by a 
Republican governor, meaning 
four of those states, like Iowa, 
are under a Republican trifecta.

How did we get here?

Universities across the 
country have struggled to 
get higher-education fund-
ing to return to pre-2008 re-
cession levels. Only six states 
have reached or surpassed 
pre-recession funding levels.

Though the disinvestment 
in higher education has been 
going on for decades, this trend 
was amplified by the states’ 
struggles to recover economi-
cally after the recession. They 
generally have not taken fund-
ing levels for higher education 
up to previous levels, and state 
funding has begun to make up 
smaller slices of the general-ed-
ucation-fund revenue pie.

Now, more of the burden 
of financing higher education 
has shifted to students and 
their families.

While funding sources have 
shifted over the years, the ac-
tual dollar amount of state 
appropriations has essentially 
remained flat with fiscal 1998 
funding levels nearly equal to 
the amount appropriated to the 
universities in fiscal 2018.

In that same time period, en-
rollment has spiked, meaning 
on a per-student basis, financial 
support for higher education 
has not kept pace with growth; 
the amount of available mone-
tary resources hasn’t changed 
much, but that dollar amount 
has to be spread among more 
students. In the fall of 2000, the 
regents reported an enrollment 
of 68,930, and in fall 2017, that 
number rose to 80,066.

To cope with slimmer state 
appropriations, Iowa’s uni-
versities in 2015 launched the 
Transparent, Inclusive, Ef-

ficiency Review to examine 
spending and better allocate 
resources. As of September, the 
universities reported saving a 
combined $55.7 million.

The UI keeps spending on 
administrative overhead low 
and operates 14.5 percent more 
efficiently than its peers, which 
Ryan Sempf, the director of 
government relations and pub-
lic policy at the Iowa City Area 
Chamber of Commerce, said 
shows the university has done 
a good job of tightening its belt.

“At a certain point, there’s 
not much left to give,” he said.

The schools we ‘hang out 
with’

Whether it’s for top faculty 
or bright students, universities 
compete for the best. That’s 
where the peer-group compar-
isons have a role to play — they 
help universities determine 
how they stack up against oth-
er institutions and provide in-
sight on what’s working, what’s 
not, and what can work better.

A factor in that competition 
is the advertised sticker price of 
higher education. UI President 
Bruce Harreld proposed the UI’s 
plan in August to raise tuition 
by 7 percent for resident under-
graduates each year for the next 
five years. Since then, Regent 
President Mike Richards has 
scaled back that proposal, and 
the regents have proposed tui-
tion increases under 4 percent.

Harreld’s hopes are to push 
the UI’s tuition level — the 
lowest in the Big Ten — to 
the median of the peer group, 
though lower tuition increas-
es than requested will make it 
harder to reach that goal.

The institutions  the UI em-
ploys as benchmarks that have 
received an increase in state 
support see improved out-
comes for its students, Harreld 
told The Daily Iowan in March.

“I can see a direct correlation 
in terms of resources per stu-
dent and the graduation rates 
and GPAs, because they have 
more money to provide more 
support mechanisms,” he said.

And Harreld’s correct. Com-
pared with its peer institutions, 
the UI has the second-lowest 
retention and four-year gradu-
ation rates at 86 percent and 51 
percent, respectively.

If a combination of U.S. News 
rankings, retention rates, and 
four-year graduation rates are 
indicators of “the best,” then 
the University of North Car-
olina-Chapel Hill leads the 
UI’s peer-institution pack. It’s 
fourth in the rankings and 
boasts a retention rate of 97 
percent and an 82 percent four-
year graduation rate — the 
highest in the peer group.

Additionally, UNC benefits 
from receiving the most rev-
enue per student — approxi-
mately $31,000 — compared 
with the UI’s roughly $21,000 

per student. (Revenue includes 
both net tuition and state ap-
propriations.) North Carolina — 
which is governed by a Republi-
can Legislature and Democratic 
governor — appropriated $2.89 
billion to the 17-campus UNC 
system in fiscal 2018 and $2.97 
billion in fiscal 2019. 

So how does the state do it? 
North Carolina Rep. John Fra-
ley, R-Mooresville, said his state 
was no different from others 
coming out of the 2008 reces-
sion. By controlling expenses 
and cutting taxes, politicians 
managed to turn the state’s 
budget situation around, build 
up the rainy-day fund, and pay 
off the debt it owed the federal 
government early.

The state’s budgeting practic-
es leave legislators able to invest 
in priorities such as education. 
The focus is on trying to reduce 
tuition and fees, he said, to en-
sure North Carolina universities 
remain a great value compared 
with those of other states.

“You still have to keep your 
eye on what the average income 
is in North Carolina so that 
people can afford to send their 
children to school,” he said.

North Carolina Rep. Craig 
Horn, R-Weddington, who 
grew up in Illinois and has lived 
in Iowa, said instead of point-
ing the fingers at the other par-
ty, stakeholders — including 
the universities — should do a 
better job of making the case 
for why higher education is 
worth supporting.

“Have you lost contact with 
your people?” he said. “Do they 
understand what you do and 
why you do it? Have you point-
ed your way to the future or are 
you only satisfying the past?”

When it comes to making 
these comparisons, UI Student 
Government President Jacob 
Simpson said peer-group argu-
ments can be too simplistic. In-
stitutions have to decide wheth-
er they operate in the same 
conditions — the student body, 
office structure, the culture — 
but he said it can be helpful to 
selectively take inspiration from 
what works at other schools.

“When I think about afford-
ability, I wish we embraced 
the tuition level that we have 
as an opportunity,” he said. “… 
Just to say, ‘Well, our peers are 
here, therefore we need to be 
there,’ to me, that just doesn’t 
explain the whole situation, 
but I understand it.”

Financial concerns affect 
students

Crossing the hurdle to the 
finish line of a college career in 
a timely manner isn’t easy for 
all students, particularly those 
most vulnerable to the effects of 
a tuition increase — under-rep-
resented, low-income, and 
first-generation students. But 
as Iowa continues to slash fund-
ing, the solution has been to off-

set the cuts by hiking tuition.
“The evidence is pretty strong 

that when the state does not in-
vest, there is less access for mid-
dle-class families and ultimately 
less opportunity,” said Sen. Jeff 
Danielson, D-Waterloo.

To mitigate the effects of 
tuition increases while boost-
ing retention and four-year 
graduation rates, Harreld has 
advocated for dedicating more 
resources to merit- and need-
based financial aid.

In 2015-16, the UI allocated 
$75.4 million to financial aid. 
At the UI, 45 percent of stu-
dents graduate without debt. 
Although nonresident tuition 
is more than three times res-
ident tuition, 42 percent of 
nonresidents graduate debt-
free, while 65 percent of resi-
dents leave with debt. For stu-
dents who do take out loans, 
they leave with an average debt 
load amounting to $26,557.

The state currently ranks last 
in the nation for need-based aid 
— a ranking the regents hope 
to move in a different direction 
with their fiscal 2019 appropri-
ations request of an additional 
$12 million to go toward resi-
dent undergraduate aid. The 
Legislature has not made a de-
cision on that request.

Rep. Cindy Winckler, 
D-Davenport, said she is un-
sure if the Legislature will ap-
prove the financial-aid focus 
after conversations with her 
Republican counterparts.

“I think that they want to fill 
the hole that they created with 
the deappropriation,” she said, 
which means the request may 
be funded, but in essence, there 
would be no new money appro-
priated because the universities 
are starting with a deficit.

 Simpson sees financial aid 
as an opportunity for universi-
ties to shift the culture to sup-
port the most marginalized.

“… We in a sense have more 
pressures from where revenue 
sources are coming from to 
raise tuition, and that means 

education is becoming more 
unaffordable,” he said. “At the 
same time, I think there’s op-
portunity for our institutions 
to have agency in that situa-
tion and say what students do 
we really want to support with 
financial-aid dollars.”

What is the role of higher 
education in society?

With Reynolds’ signing of 
the Future Ready Iowa Act 
on Tuesday, it’s an opportune 
time to raise the question. The 
state is aiming to fill a gap in 
its skilled workforce by ensur-
ing 70 percent of Iowa work-
ers have education or training 
beyond high school by 2025.

“Fundamentally, the public 
universities are a task with ed-
ucating the next generation of 
productive workers,” said Sen. 
Joe Bolkcom, D-Iowa City. 
“Broadly, we’re educating a 
workforce to go out and create 
economic prosperity.”

The universities do not only 
prepare graduates for successful 
careers. Through innovation, re-
search, and discovery, research 
universities such as the UI and 
ISU also spur economic growth.

A 2010 study produced by 
Pittsburgh-based research con-
sultant firm Tripp Umbach 
found the UI contributes $6 
billion annually to Iowa’s econ-
omy. Every $1 in state appropri-
ations results in a greater than 
1,500 percent return for Iowans.

Disinvesting in public 
higher education means risk-
ing the loss of those societal 
benefits, said Sempf of the 
Chamber of Commerce.

“The biggest concern would 
be that as you disinvest from 
the university, it’s not that 
those costs necessarily go 
away, especially if we want to 
be a top-tier university in the 
area,” he said. “All that does 
is lower the value of a degree 
from the University of Iowa.”

If the trend university offi-
cials refer to as “generational 
disinvestment” in higher edu-
cation continues, Harreld said, 
he worries the privatization of 
public institutions such as the 
UI will limit access.

“… I have a real concern that 
if all the higher-education in-
stitutions like ours are just 
privates and they’re all fund-
ed just through tuition and 
philanthropy that the ability 
for first-generation students, 
underrepresented minorities 
will just diminish terms of ac-
cess,” he said. “And I think our 
democracy’s been built on this 
access point.”

POLITICAL AFFILIATIONS IN STATES 
WITH PEER INSTITUTIONS

Funding increase
Minnesota
California
Wisconsin
North Carolina
Michigan
Arizona
Indiana

Funding decrease
Iowa
Illinois
Ohio
Texas

 Legislature   Governor
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          D                        D
          R                        R
          R                        D 
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          R                        R
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FAST FACTS
State budget      UI appropriations
FY 1998: $4.26 billion       FY 1998: $223.7 million
FY 2018: $7.26 billion*       FY 2018: $216.8 million*
       *= before budget cuts

FY 1998 appropriations equal $341.7 million in 2018 dollars

Illustration of Mike Richards, Kim Reynolds, Bruce Harreld

FY 2001: 63.7% appropriations
 30.6% tuition

FY 2017: 32.3% appropriations
  63.3% tuition

 GEF = general education fund

REGENT SCHOOLS
GEF REVENUE

A UI survey shows
concerns about finances 
are negatively associated 

with cumulative GPA. 
More than half

of students report
worrying about their 

financial situations ‘often,’ 
but 60 percent report 

the cost of attendance is 
manageable given

the amount of
financial aid received.

BY MARISSA PAYNE  | marissa-payne@uiowa.edu 
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ONE’S OWN STREAM

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Employee Brooke Dearborn Huston arranges earrings at White Rabbit on Tuesday. “I love that this shop supports handmade work. It’s nice to work 
at a place that isn’t so mainstream,” she said.

“… There have been peo-
ple who have died here,” 
said Zimlich, who plans to 
graduate in May. “It’s well-
known that the university 
likes to party and drink. 
I think that knowing that 
there weren’t any resources 
for students who couldn’t 
leave, that means they 
would probably drop out.”

Tanya Villhauer, the UI 
associate director of harm 
reduction and strategic 
initiatives, said services 
encompassing early in-

tervention and outpatient 
treatment existed at the uni-
versity. What was lacking 
prior to the implementation 
of the Collegiate Recovery 
Program was something 
focusing on supporting stu-
dents in between the ends of 
the recovery spectrum.

“Helping them along the 
way is really a challenge for 
us,” Villhauer said.

The program is aimed at 
those more in the middle of the 
spectrum, providing support 
for students at any level of re-
covery from substance-abuse 
problems, whether they’re in 
the process of recovery, are 
contemplating recovery, or are 
supporting those in recovery.

The 2015-16 University 
Counseling Service report 
showed an increase in di-
agnoses of substance-abuse 
problems from 8 percent of 
diagnoses in fiscal 2014 to 12 
percent in fiscal 2016 among 
the service’s clients.

University Counseling Di-
rector Barry Schreier said this 
spike can be attributed to the 
hiring of staff member who 
specializes in the area. In the 
spring of 2017, the university 
also began the Success, Not 
Excess program for students 
wanting to make or consider-
ing making changes to their 
substance use.

Recovery services are in-
tended to be accessible to stu-

dents in the ways they need 
it and on their own terms, 
Schreier said, but this is going 
beyond offering a service, it’s 
engaging in culture change.

“We’re moving culture here 
on this campus about sub-
stance and what does it mean 
in your daily life and what does 
the campus have to say,” he 
said. “In absence of the cam-
pus having a voice about it — 
especially around recovery — 
that’s what students think the 
message is, is nothing. Now 
we’re beginning to have a voice 
about it, and it’s beginning to 
shift the culture.”

Vice President for Student 
Life Melissa Shivers said the 
program shows the willing-

ness of the university com-
munity to adapt to students’ 
needs and dedicate services to 
fulfill their needs. Now, there 
is a space in which they are en-
couraged to abstain from alco-
hol or other drugs.

“I could not be prouder and 
happier about this program 

and the ways that it is sup-
porting students who perhaps 
at a completely different time 
would not even own the fact 
that they may have an issue 
with alcohol or other drugs 
and now find a place that wel-
comes and encourages them,” 
she said.

PROGRAM
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

of elected role models.
“Layered on all of that 

more recently is the [#Me-
Too] movement, and that’s 
really rallied women to be 
engaged as candidates,” she 
said. “They say, ‘I’ll help you 
get elected, even if I’m not 
going to run,’ so that wom-
en are being encouraged by 
other women to run.”

This session, around 23 
percent of the Iowa Legisla-
ture seats are held by wom-
en, and Miller said she hopes 
that although she doesn’t 
think women will reach the 
goal of filling half the leg-
islative seats by 2020, even 

hitting just over one-third 
will usher in growth.

“If you get a previously 
male-dominated group to 
be even 35 percent of wom-
en, you start to see results of 
effective change,” she said. 
“I’ve always said that if we 
hit 35 percent, then we are 
going to change the culture.”

But while the movement 
against sexual assault may 
serve as a catalyst for a series 
of new female candidates, it 
also continues to be a point 
of concern for incumbents.

Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, 
who has served in the U.S. 
Senate since 2015, pointed 
to work she and her col-
leagues have implemented 
to combat sexual assault in 
the U.S. Senate.

“… We have different 

pieces of legislation — one 
that I’ve worked on, [Sen.] 
Chuck Grassley [R-Iowa] 
has worked on as well, is 
making sure that every-

one, staff as well as sena-
tors, are trained in what is 
appropriate behavior and 
what is not appropriate be-
havior,” she said. “And how 

sad is it that we actually 
have to put senators and 
others through that type 
of training? But we think 
it’s really important that if 
we require our staff to get 
training, we need to get 
that training, too.”

Ernst was referring to a 
November 2017 resolution 
put forth by her, Grass-
ley, Sens. Dianne Fein-
stein, D-Calif., Amy Klo-

buchar, D-Minn., Kirsten 
Gillibrand, D-N.Y., Shelley 
Moore Capito, R-W.Va., 
Ron Johnson, R-Wis., Co-
ry Booker, D-N.J., and Lisa 
Murkowski, R-Alaska.

Ernst said she underwent 
similar training as a battal-
ion commander in the Iowa 
National Guard, which is 
another area of focus when 
it comes to honing in on 
sexual assault, she said.

WOMEN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

sonified the quest for human 
dignity. I trust and pray that 
this will not be a turning 
point for overall acceptance 
of violence as opposed to 
what Dr. King stood for.”

The chairman of the state 
Human Relations Commis-
sion, Mrs. Elliott Full of Iowa 
City, said, “I can’t imagine 
how it will be possible to 
avert violence now. The sup-
pression has been building 
for too long.”

Mrs. Full said the integrat-

ed civil-rights youth groups 
that she talked to through-
out the state thought that 
militancy, what they call 
where the action is, was the 
only way to be totally com-
mitted.

“I’m afraid that this is 
going to make that feeling 
worse,” Mrs. Full said.

Similar Feelings Here
At the University [of Io-

wa], similar feelings pre-
vailed.

Philip Hubbard, the dean 
of academic affairs, said 
King was the man he most 
closely identified with be-

cause of his religious and 
nonviolence ideals.

“His death will be used as 
evidence that nonviolence 
won’t succeed,” said Hub-
bard, who is [black].

A class of the Action 
Studies Program (free uni-
versity), Contemporary Af-
ro-American Literature, was 
meeting at the time King’s 
death was announced.

The news was met with 
complete silence. Later, the 
class agreed that “it was too 
bad they had to get the most 
conservative [black] leader.”

A [black] student, Jerry 
Steven of Denver, said, “I 
hate. That’s all I feel. King 

should have preached nonvi-
olence to the whites.”

Another [black] student, 
Bob Allen, G, Tallahassee, 
Fla., said, “He was the last of 
our moderates. They might 
shoot another one, but he 
won’t be unarmed.”

A “Service for Racial Peace 
and Justice in Memory of 
Martin Luther King” will be 
held at the First Methodist 
Church. The service, spon-
sored by the Iowa City Re-
ligious Leaders Association, 
is intended for the campus 
and community.

A Mass at St. Thomas 
Moore Catholic Church will 
be offered for King.

MLK
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Regents plan to keep tuition 
hikes under 4 percent

After the state Board of Re-
gents had delayed a tuition dis-
cussion, the regents  unveiled a 
proposal Tuesday under which 
students at Iowa’s public uni-
versities would see tuition in-
creases under 4 percent.

The rates for the 2018-19 
academic year will be read for 
the first time at the April meet-
ing of the regents in Council 
Bluffs. The regents will take a 
final vote on the rates during 
their June meeting.

Undergraduate students at 
the University of Iowa could 
see a 3.8 percent increase for 
residents and 2.1 percent in-
crease for nonresident under-
graduate students, for a base 
total of $7,770 and $29,736, 
respectively. Undergraduate 
programs with supplemental 
rates (business, engineering, 
medicine, and nursing) would 

see the same increase in rates.
Graduate students could 

also see a similar increase in 
base tuition with different 
rates for certain programs as a 
way to lessen the gap between 
the UI tuition rate and the me-
dian rate among the universi-
ty’s peer group, according to 
regents’ documents.

For programs with tui-
tion rates currently at the 
peer median, there would 
only be 2 percent increase 
proposed. The base tuition 
rate for graduate students 
is proposed at $9,785 for 
residents and $28,726 for 
nonresident students.

The plan scales back on 
previous proposals. In August 
2017, the UI administration 
proposed to raise resident un-
dergraduate tuition rates by 
7.08 and nonresident under-

graduate tuition rates by 2.08 
percent each year over the 
next five years.

Students could also see 
an $18 increase in manda-
tory fees with increases in 
technology and recreation 
fees. Engineering students 
would see an extra 0.8 per-
cent increase in technology 
fees alongside the current 
proposal. The recreation fee 
will be increased to meet the 
debt service schedule for the 
UI Campus & Recreation 
Wellness Center approved 
financial plan.

The regents have been 
working to achieve predict-
ability for students and their 
families during a time of cuts 
to higher-education spend-
ing by the Iowa Legislature. 
During the regents’ Feb. 22 
meeting in Ames, Regent 

President Mike Richards said 
the regents intend to release 
a range of baseline tuition 
increases for the next five 
years or so.

Specific tuition proposals 
have not been discussed at 
earlier meetings in light of 
uncertainty regarding state 
appropriations. In March, 
Gov. Kim Reynolds signed 
off on Senate File 2117, a 
bill that cut $10.9 million in 
funding to the UI and Iowa 
State University.

The combined increases 
in tuition among the three 
regent universities — UI, 
ISU, and the University of 
Northern Iowa — are ex-
pected to generate $24.9 mil-
lion in incremental revenue 
for fiscal 2019.

— Emily Wangen

Gage Miskimen/The Daily Iowan
Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, talks in the U.S. Capitol on March 18.
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What The Daily Iowan has given me

Over spring break, I was in 
Washington, sitting across 
from Sen. Chuck Grassley in 
his office, asking him ques-
tions about gun control and 
filming his responses. At 
one moment, I stopped and 
thought to myself: How did I 
end up here?

How did I end up in the na-
tion’s capital, a city I had only 
seen on the news or in mov-
ies, interviewing members of 
Iowa’s congressional delega-
tion in congressional office 
buildings?

The answer is The Daily 
Iowan.

I started working for the DI 
my freshman year as a news 
reporter. I went on to become 
the DI films director, and cur-
rently I’m the creative direc-
tor. Next year, I’ll be the edi-
tor-in-chief at a time in which 
the publication will celebrate 
its 150th-year anniversary.

Working for the DI has 
been the best education of 
my life. There is nowhere else 

students come together and 
work to produce profession-
al-level content, competing 
with professionals in their 
field. We compete for both 
advertising and content with 
the other dailies in town, 
along with other media.

The opportunities stu-
dents are given here are 
amazing: talking to people 
in our government, covering 
Division-1 athletics at home 

and away, taking photos 
that portray issues in our 
community and our society 
— the list goes on and on.

The DI is obviously a publi-
cation and a place in the Adler 
Journalism Building. But I like 
to think of it as more than that, 
too: to me, the DI is everybody 
who has ever worked here as 
student journalists. It’s the 
community that reads our sto-
ries and looks at our photos. 
It’s those who have supported 
the ideas and the content the 
DI produces every day.

Without all these dimen-
sions, the DI would just be 
another struggling college 
newspaper.

Today is 1 Day for Iowa, a 
24-hour online fundraising 
event in which opportunities 
to earn additional funds are 
presented through matching 
gifts and other challenges.

This event also brings 
about a time to talk about the 
importance of supporting 
your local student journalists. 
This year, The Daily Iowan is 
one of the “featured areas” to 
donate to during 1 Day for Io-

wa. Many people may wonder, 
“How does the DI afford to 
print a newspaper five days a 
week and provide online con-
tent every day when they are a 
college publication? Isn’t jour-
nalism a dying industry?”

The funding model for 
newspapers has changed dra-
matically in the past 10 years, 
and donations have become 
a huge part of what keeps us 
doing the things that we do 
as young journalists. Keep in 
mind the industry isn’t dying, 
just changing. We live in a 
world in which people are con-
tinually reading social media; 
they want the latest news, and 
they want it right now. How 

does one keep up with the con-
stant 24/7 news cycle? How do 
we earn the trust of the people 
reading our stories?

The answer is transparency 
and the willingness to learn 
how to be the best journalists 
that we can be. That’s what 
we do at the DI: we bring in 
around 100 students each 
year with the goal of gradu-

ating them one day into the 
real world with crucial skills 
of critical thinking, in-depth 
reporting, and storytelling.

Here at The Daily Iowan, 
we are students, and we are 
journalists. We are here to 
learn, and we are here to re-
port the news.

So to those who want great 
journalists they can trust to 

provide them with a variety 
of content, no matter the me-
dium as we move toward a 
digital world, please consider 
supporting the student jour-
nalists who have the smarts 
and the passion to continue 
bringing you outstanding 
stories, photos, videos, as 
well the best Hawkeye foot-
ball coverage.

COLUMN

GPSG acknowledges the often invisible sacrifices that graduate and professional students make as they juggle research, 
teaching, and advocacy.

GPSG declares Graduate & Professional Student Appreciation Week

As president and vice pres-
ident of Graduate & Profes-
sional Student Government, 
it is our great pleasure to 
declare April 2-6, 2018 as 
Graduate and Professional 
Student Appreciation Week.

This week, we celebrate 
the more than 9,000 grad-
uate and professional stu-
dents across the University 
of Iowa. This week, we rec-
ognize the unique contribu-
tions and sacrifices that our 
graduate and professional 
students make to further en-
rich the University of Iowa. 

Each day, these graduate and 
professional students apply 
their skills and knowledge in 
and outside of the classroom, 
aiming to use their expertise 
to make our communities, 
state, nation, and world a 
better place.

In addition to their own 
academic and creative work, 
graduate and professional 
students serve as instructors, 
teaching assistants, research 
assistants, and university 
and community volunteers. 
Their personal and profes-
sional contributions to the 

university are critical to the 
knowledge, culture, and life 
of UI.

So, this week, we want to 
say:

• To every graduate stu-
dent sacrificing nights to 
ensure they are prepared to 
teach and conduct research 
— all while taking classes — 
thank you.

• To every medical student 
sacrificing nights to study 
tirelessly so they are pre-
pared to save lives and give 
back to the state and local 
community, thank you.

• To every law student 
reviewing countless cases, 
writing long briefs, and pre-
paring for those infamous 
cold-calls — all so you can be 
an advocate for those in need 
— thank you.

• To every pharmacy stu-
dent studying how medica-
tions affect the body and how 
to best optimize patient care, 
thank you.

• To every nursing student 
who advocates and cares for 
her or his patients in prima-
ry- and acute-care settings 
throughout the state while 

balancing studies and work, 
thank you.

• To every dental student 
working to improve the 
oral health of patients from 
across Iowa’s communities, 
thank you.

We hope that during this 
appreciation week, you will 
take a moment to appreciate 
the contributions and sacri-
fices you and other graduate 
and professional students 
make on a daily basis to make 
this university, state, nation, 
and world great.

So, once again, thank you. 

We value, appreciate, and 
support you. Let’s contin-
ue making that impact, be-
cause the lives we touch and 
inspire are worth it.

Happy Graduate and 
Professional Appreciation 
Week.

— Tejasvi Sharma, Presi-
dent,  Graduate and Profes-
sional Student Government

— Grant Jerkovich, Vice 
President,  Graduate & Pro-
fessional Student Govern-
ment

GAGE MISKIMEN
gage-miskimen@uiowa.edu

GUEST OPINION 

 David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan

BY JAMES GENESER

‘There is nowhere else students come together 
and work to produce professional-level content, 

competing with professionals in their field.’
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As Iowa disinvests, the issue of higher-education funding goes beyond red and blue in Iowa and other state legislatures.
How public is higher education funding?

T he disinvestment 
in higher educa-
tion hasn’t shown 
signs of slowing in 

Iowa, but the trend of dwindling 
state support isn’t mirrored in 
every state.

On March 28, Gov. Kim 
Reynolds, R-Iowa, signed off 
on midyear cuts to the state 
Board of Regents universities’ 
budgets for a second-consec-
utive year after the Legislature 
passed $10.9 million in reduc-
tions to regents-controlled 
entities. Cuts total nearly $5.5 
million for the University of Io-
wa, $5.4 million for Iowa State 
University, and $34,362 for the 
regents’ office, regional study 
centers, and Iowa Public Radio. 

In the latest round of bud-
get cuts, $35.5 million was cut 
from state programs and ser-
vices, meaning the cuts to the 
regents made up almost one-
third of the deappropriations 
despite higher education only 
composing 7 percent of the 
state’s general-fund budget. To 
compensate for the state’s pro-
jected revenue shortfalls, the 
regent universities have seen 
their budgets slashed by more 
than $40 million in a matter of 
approximately 12 months.

Legislators on both sides 
of the aisle point fingers at 
the other side as part of the 
problem at the root of the 
budget cuts, but the numbers 
show there’s more than parti-
san finger-pointing at play as 
other states boost funding for 
higher education.

The UI compares itself with a 
group of 10 schools with similar 
campuses and health-science 
centers — some being Big Ten 
schools, some from outside 
the conference. Seven of the 10 
states with schools in the peer 
group managed to increase 
appropriations for higher ed-
ucation. Of those seven states, 
six have Republican-dominated 
legislatures, and four are led by a 
Republican governor, meaning 
four of those states, like Iowa, 
are under a Republican trifecta.

How did we get here?

Universities across the 
country have struggled to 
get higher-education fund-
ing to return to pre-2008 re-
cession levels. Only six states 
have reached or surpassed 
pre-recession funding levels.

Though the disinvestment 
in higher education has been 
going on for decades, this trend 
was amplified by the states’ 
struggles to recover economi-
cally after the recession. They 
generally have not taken fund-
ing levels for higher education 
up to previous levels, and state 
funding has begun to make up 
smaller slices of the general-ed-
ucation-fund revenue pie.

Now, more of the burden 
of financing higher education 
has shifted to students and 
their families.

While funding sources have 
shifted over the years, the ac-
tual dollar amount of state 
appropriations has essentially 
remained flat with fiscal 1998 
funding levels nearly equal to 
the amount appropriated to the 
universities in fiscal 2018.

In that same time period, en-
rollment has spiked, meaning 
on a per-student basis, financial 
support for higher education 
has not kept pace with growth; 
the amount of available mone-
tary resources hasn’t changed 
much, but that dollar amount 
has to be spread among more 
students. In the fall of 2000, the 
regents reported an enrollment 
of 68,930, and in fall 2017, that 
number rose to 80,066.

To cope with slimmer state 
appropriations, Iowa’s uni-
versities in 2015 launched the 
Transparent, Inclusive, Ef-

ficiency Review to examine 
spending and better allocate 
resources. As of September, the 
universities reported saving a 
combined $55.7 million.

The UI keeps spending on 
administrative overhead low 
and operates 14.5 percent more 
efficiently than its peers, which 
Ryan Sempf, the director of 
government relations and pub-
lic policy at the Iowa City Area 
Chamber of Commerce, said 
shows the university has done 
a good job of tightening its belt.

“At a certain point, there’s 
not much left to give,” he said.

The schools we ‘hang out 
with’

Whether it’s for top faculty 
or bright students, universities 
compete for the best. That’s 
where the peer-group compar-
isons have a role to play — they 
help universities determine 
how they stack up against oth-
er institutions and provide in-
sight on what’s working, what’s 
not, and what can work better.

A factor in that competition 
is the advertised sticker price of 
higher education. UI President 
Bruce Harreld proposed the UI’s 
plan in August to raise tuition 
by 7 percent for resident under-
graduates each year for the next 
five years. Since then, Regent 
President Mike Richards has 
scaled back that proposal, and 
the regents have proposed tui-
tion increases under 4 percent.

Harreld’s hopes are to push 
the UI’s tuition level — the 
lowest in the Big Ten — to 
the median of the peer group, 
though lower tuition increas-
es than requested will make it 
harder to reach that goal.

The institutions  the UI em-
ploys as benchmarks that have 
received an increase in state 
support see improved out-
comes for its students, Harreld 
told The Daily Iowan in March.

“I can see a direct correlation 
in terms of resources per stu-
dent and the graduation rates 
and GPAs, because they have 
more money to provide more 
support mechanisms,” he said.

And Harreld’s correct. Com-
pared with its peer institutions, 
the UI has the second-lowest 
retention and four-year gradu-
ation rates at 86 percent and 51 
percent, respectively.

If a combination of U.S. News 
rankings, retention rates, and 
four-year graduation rates are 
indicators of “the best,” then 
the University of North Car-
olina-Chapel Hill leads the 
UI’s peer-institution pack. It’s 
fourth in the rankings and 
boasts a retention rate of 97 
percent and an 82 percent four-
year graduation rate — the 
highest in the peer group.

Additionally, UNC benefits 
from receiving the most rev-
enue per student — approxi-
mately $31,000 — compared 
with the UI’s roughly $21,000 

per student. (Revenue includes 
both net tuition and state ap-
propriations.) North Carolina — 
which is governed by a Republi-
can Legislature and Democratic 
governor — appropriated $2.89 
billion to the 17-campus UNC 
system in fiscal 2018 and $2.97 
billion in fiscal 2019. 

So how does the state do it? 
North Carolina Rep. John Fra-
ley, R-Mooresville, said his state 
was no different from others 
coming out of the 2008 reces-
sion. By controlling expenses 
and cutting taxes, politicians 
managed to turn the state’s 
budget situation around, build 
up the rainy-day fund, and pay 
off the debt it owed the federal 
government early.

The state’s budgeting practic-
es leave legislators able to invest 
in priorities such as education. 
The focus is on trying to reduce 
tuition and fees, he said, to en-
sure North Carolina universities 
remain a great value compared 
with those of other states.

“You still have to keep your 
eye on what the average income 
is in North Carolina so that 
people can afford to send their 
children to school,” he said.

North Carolina Rep. Craig 
Horn, R-Weddington, who 
grew up in Illinois and has lived 
in Iowa, said instead of point-
ing the fingers at the other par-
ty, stakeholders — including 
the universities — should do a 
better job of making the case 
for why higher education is 
worth supporting.

“Have you lost contact with 
your people?” he said. “Do they 
understand what you do and 
why you do it? Have you point-
ed your way to the future or are 
you only satisfying the past?”

When it comes to making 
these comparisons, UI Student 
Government President Jacob 
Simpson said peer-group argu-
ments can be too simplistic. In-
stitutions have to decide wheth-
er they operate in the same 
conditions — the student body, 
office structure, the culture — 
but he said it can be helpful to 
selectively take inspiration from 
what works at other schools.

“When I think about afford-
ability, I wish we embraced 
the tuition level that we have 
as an opportunity,” he said. “… 
Just to say, ‘Well, our peers are 
here, therefore we need to be 
there,’ to me, that just doesn’t 
explain the whole situation, 
but I understand it.”

Financial concerns affect 
students

Crossing the hurdle to the 
finish line of a college career in 
a timely manner isn’t easy for 
all students, particularly those 
most vulnerable to the effects of 
a tuition increase — under-rep-
resented, low-income, and 
first-generation students. But 
as Iowa continues to slash fund-
ing, the solution has been to off-

set the cuts by hiking tuition.
“The evidence is pretty strong 

that when the state does not in-
vest, there is less access for mid-
dle-class families and ultimately 
less opportunity,” said Sen. Jeff 
Danielson, D-Waterloo.

To mitigate the effects of 
tuition increases while boost-
ing retention and four-year 
graduation rates, Harreld has 
advocated for dedicating more 
resources to merit- and need-
based financial aid.

In 2015-16, the UI allocated 
$75.4 million to financial aid. 
At the UI, 45 percent of stu-
dents graduate without debt. 
Although nonresident tuition 
is more than three times res-
ident tuition, 42 percent of 
nonresidents graduate debt-
free, while 65 percent of resi-
dents leave with debt. For stu-
dents who do take out loans, 
they leave with an average debt 
load amounting to $26,557.

The state currently ranks last 
in the nation for need-based aid 
— a ranking the regents hope 
to move in a different direction 
with their fiscal 2019 appropri-
ations request of an additional 
$12 million to go toward resi-
dent undergraduate aid. The 
Legislature has not made a de-
cision on that request.

Rep. Cindy Winckler, 
D-Davenport, said she is un-
sure if the Legislature will ap-
prove the financial-aid focus 
after conversations with her 
Republican counterparts.

“I think that they want to fill 
the hole that they created with 
the deappropriation,” she said, 
which means the request may 
be funded, but in essence, there 
would be no new money appro-
priated because the universities 
are starting with a deficit.

 Simpson sees financial aid 
as an opportunity for universi-
ties to shift the culture to sup-
port the most marginalized.

“… We in a sense have more 
pressures from where revenue 
sources are coming from to 
raise tuition, and that means 

education is becoming more 
unaffordable,” he said. “At the 
same time, I think there’s op-
portunity for our institutions 
to have agency in that situa-
tion and say what students do 
we really want to support with 
financial-aid dollars.”

What is the role of higher 
education in society?

With Reynolds’ signing of 
the Future Ready Iowa Act 
on Tuesday, it’s an opportune 
time to raise the question. The 
state is aiming to fill a gap in 
its skilled workforce by ensur-
ing 70 percent of Iowa work-
ers have education or training 
beyond high school by 2025.

“Fundamentally, the public 
universities are a task with ed-
ucating the next generation of 
productive workers,” said Sen. 
Joe Bolkcom, D-Iowa City. 
“Broadly, we’re educating a 
workforce to go out and create 
economic prosperity.”

The universities do not only 
prepare graduates for successful 
careers. Through innovation, re-
search, and discovery, research 
universities such as the UI and 
ISU also spur economic growth.

A 2010 study produced by 
Pittsburgh-based research con-
sultant firm Tripp Umbach 
found the UI contributes $6 
billion annually to Iowa’s econ-
omy. Every $1 in state appropri-
ations results in a greater than 
1,500 percent return for Iowans.

Disinvesting in public 
higher education means risk-
ing the loss of those societal 
benefits, said Sempf of the 
Chamber of Commerce.

“The biggest concern would 
be that as you disinvest from 
the university, it’s not that 
those costs necessarily go 
away, especially if we want to 
be a top-tier university in the 
area,” he said. “All that does 
is lower the value of a degree 
from the University of Iowa.”

If the trend university offi-
cials refer to as “generational 
disinvestment” in higher edu-
cation continues, Harreld said, 
he worries the privatization of 
public institutions such as the 
UI will limit access.

“… I have a real concern that 
if all the higher-education in-
stitutions like ours are just 
privates and they’re all fund-
ed just through tuition and 
philanthropy that the ability 
for first-generation students, 
underrepresented minorities 
will just diminish terms of ac-
cess,” he said. “And I think our 
democracy’s been built on this 
access point.”

POLITICAL AFFILIATIONS IN STATES 
WITH PEER INSTITUTIONS

Funding increase
Minnesota
California
Wisconsin
North Carolina
Michigan
Arizona
Indiana

Funding decrease
Iowa
Illinois
Ohio
Texas

 Legislature   Governor

          R                    D
          D                        D
          R                        R
          R                        D 
          R                        R
          R                        R
           R                        R

         R                        R
         D                        R
         R                        R
          R                        R

FAST FACTS
State budget      UI appropriations
FY 1998: $4.26 billion       FY 1998: $223.7 million
FY 2018: $7.26 billion*       FY 2018: $216.8 million*
       *= before budget cuts

FY 1998 appropriations equal $341.7 million in 2018 dollars

Illustration of Mike Richards, Kim Reynolds, Bruce Harreld

FY 2001: 63.7% appropriations
 30.6% tuition

FY 2017: 32.3% appropriations
  63.3% tuition

 GEF = general education fund

REGENT SCHOOLS
GEF REVENUE

A UI survey shows
concerns about finances 
are negatively associated 

with cumulative GPA. 
More than half

of students report
worrying about their 

financial situations ‘often,’ 
but 60 percent report 

the cost of attendance is 
manageable given

the amount of
financial aid received.

BY MARISSA PAYNE  | marissa-payne@uiowa.edu 
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BY MARIA KUIPER
maria-kuiper@uiowa.edu

By 2050, Earth’s population 
will exceed 9 million. The ques-
tion on many environmental-
ists’ minds is, how can we feed 
this overabundance of humans?

On Tuesday night, world-re-
nowned environmental jour-
nalist Lisa Palmer spoke at 
Prairie Lights about her book 
Hot, Hungry Planet, which 
documents the environmental, 
social, and economic factors 
leading to global food shortag-
es. These shortages are only ex-
pedited by climate change. 

Locally and regionally, Palm-
er said, the Midwest needs a 
stronger plan for crop diver-
sity because of the rise of high 
nighttime temperatures. 

“With high sustained 
nighttime temperatures, it 
prevents corn from filling 
with grain,” Palmer said. “I 
think we are going to see 
some problems occur with 
crop growth before the crop 
diversity actually happens.” 

With the rise of nighttime 
temperatures, she said, Canada 
will be a good place for corn and 
soybeans to grow, so the Mid-

west should have crop diversi-
ty in order to have crops to fall 
back on. 

Maureen McCue, a UI ad-
junct clinical professor of pub-
lic health and adjunct profes-
sor of International Programs, 
agreed that Iowa needs to look 
into crop diversity, because 
most of the farmland is filled 
with corn and soybeans and is 
at risk for crop depletion due 

to climate change. 
Along with the education 

about monocrops, McCue 
said, she believed Iowa needs 
to be educated on the preva-
lence of methane and petro-
leum in our climate. 

“For a long time, people talk-
ed about working on climate in 
terms of fewer cars or cutting 
down on coal factories but nev-
er looked at what we eat as part 
of the whole picture,” McCue 
said. “What we eat and how we 

eat is petroleum-dependent. 
We need a lot of petroleum for 
fertilizers and machinery. The 
feed for these animals produce 
methane, which also contrib-
utes to the pollution.”

McCue also said that when 
pesticides are used, the quality 
of water will suffer because of 
excess runoff. 

Kelly Baker, a UI assistant 
professor of occupational and 

environmental health who 
studies global water and health, 
agreed that the change in water 
contributes to climate change.

“Growing chickens and cows 
requires water,” Baker said. 
“Populations that struggle to 
meet water needs are going to 
experience less water abun-
dance to grow those crops and 
animals. If you can’t have crops 
and animals, you will experi-
ence hunger.”

Baker said her bottom line 

was that the world needs sub-
stantial change in the use of 
water-conservation practices 
in agriculture and to make sure 
those strategies are available 
to people in all countries, espe-

cially the poorest countries, to 
maintain current food-produc-
tion standards.

Although there seem to be 
many problems, Palmer stays 
“hopefully optimistic.” 

“There is never one thing that 
causes famine,” she said. “If ev-
eryone is fed and healthy, that 
eliminates one reason for con-
flict, because food is a weapon 
of war.”
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Environmentalist warns the world 
of impending hunger catastrophe
Environmental journalist and author Lisa Palmer discussed issues of hunger and climate change at a Prarie Lights 
reading Wednesday Night.

Breaking down language barriers 
The UI Conversation Center and Friendship Community Project hold Community Conversations to help people in the 
community learn English in a relaxed environment.

James Year/The Daily Iowan
Author Lisa Palmer reads from her book Hot, Hungry Planet at Prairie Lights on Tuesday.

BY BROOKLYN DRAISEY 
brooklyn-draisey@uiowa.edu

People who speak English 
as a second language are 
becoming more confident 
while meeting new people 
through an Iowa City lan-
guage program.

At MERGE, 136 S. Dubuque 
St., voices drift over one 
another, broken apart by 
happy greetings and laugh-
ter. Hands gesture to mime 
words in a language not yet 
mastered, but conversation 
ebbs and flows as natural-
ly as those between native 
speakers. Language isn’t a 
barrier here.

Community Conversa-
tions, events put on by the 
Friendship Community 
Project and the University 
of Iowa Conversation Cen-
ter, provide an environment 
for those in the community 
learning English to practice 
with volunteers in a small-
group environment. The 
partnership began in the fall, 
and Community Conversa-
tions take place on Tuesdays 
throughout the year.

Both the Friendship 
Community Project and 
Conversation Center are 
fairly new, founded in 2015 
and 2016, respectively.

Conversation Center Di-
rector Ben Hassman said 

students, actually, brought 
the idea to the Rhetoric De-
partment faculty. Students 
now can volunteer for Com-
munity Conversations in 
Conversation Practicum, a 
course offered by the Rheto-
ric Department, and they can 
work in the Conversation 
Center.

“The students saw a gap 
between them and many in-

t e r n a t i o n a l 
students … 
internation-
al students 
mainly on-
ly spoke to 
each other, 
and domes-
tic students 

only spoke to each other, so 
students brought the idea to 
the Rhetoric faculty, and they 
created the Conversation 
Center,” he said.

Susan Prepejchal, the 
director of the Friendship 
Community Project, said 
she got the idea for the non-
profit when people had to be 
turned away from Kirkwood, 
where Prepejchal works, be-
cause the language classes 
were full.

She said the project offers 
four levels of classes, and 
usually only the more con-
fident students come to the 
Community Conversations 
because many are wary of not 

being understood.
“These one-on-one conver-

sations really help them gain 
confidence in their English 
and gives them the opportu-
nity to meet new people and 
exchange knowledge of cul-
tures,” she said.

Prepejchal noted that the 
center has conversations 
sometimes in class, but it can 
be difficult to regulate with 
15 to 20 people. They are also 
learning in a more tradition-
al environment, so the more 
relaxed atmosphere of the 
Community Conversations 
can help students become 
closer to fluent and have re-
al conversations that aren’t 
scripted, she said.

Two participants, Livia 
Centeno and Yolanda Ama-
ya, said the conversations 
are helpful.

Amaya, who came to Iowa 
from El Salvador, described 
her job at Mesa Pizza, and 
she had asked around for 
people’s opinion of the food, 
which everyone professed as 
delicious. She and Centeno, 
originally from Venezue-
la, described the beautiful 
weather and traditions in 
their countries they missed, 
as well as things they didn’t 
miss, such as gangs and pol-
iticians.

While the women aren’t 
fluent yet, they held con-

versation easily and never 
seemed to become confused 
or uncomfortable with En-
glish. They both expressed 
their wish for winter to be 

over and reminisced about 
the warmer weather in their 
countries, but they said they 
love Iowa City and how nice 
the people are.

“I love the Conversation 
Center, and I love talking to 
people here … everyone in 
Iowa City is so friendly and 
welcoming,” Centeno said.

Hassman

‘If you can’t have crops and animals, you will 
experience hunger.’

— Lisa Palmer, environmental journalist
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are two guys that I can use 
for example … that take from 
the film, to drills, to the 
field. Those are the things 
we talk about in our meet-
ings.”

Last year, Young ran 
for 193 yards and a pair of 
touchdowns. Kelly-Martin 
ran for 184 and three scores 
and also saw action in the 
kickoff game, averaging 21.3 
yards on 21 returns. He also 
caught a touchdown pass.

But Young is the face of 
the running-back group, 
and Foster wants to see him 
make a leap in leadership.

“Toren being a leader 
of the room, and I lean on 
him a lot to make sure that 
he manages the room as a 
player,” Foster said. “I try 
to give those guys some ac-
countability, and he’s the 
one I look for to make sure 
he takes on that role … he’s 
way ahead of his years.”

Hooker, from safety to 
… linebacker?

It’s been noted that 

during Iowa’s offseason of 
the potential for some of the 
defensive backs to move up 
to provide linebacker help 
this season.

Amani Hooker, listed as 
Iowa’s No. 1 strong safety in 
spring ball, said that if he’s 
asked to play some lineback-
er, he’s up for the task.

“If they do it, they do it. 
I’m just going to take my 
role and play it the best I 
can,” he said. “I can play 
the run well and can cover 
in space, so whatever the 
coaches tell me.”

Hooker noted that he’d 
stay at his current weight of 

210 pounds even if he transi-
tioned to a linebacker-safety 
hybrid position.

don’t get to face some of the 
best,” said J’Den Cox, who 
wrestles at 92 kilograms. 
“Those are two teams that 
year in and year out have 
produced some really great 
guys, really good wrestlers … 
We have to keep our minds 
ready and our eyes on the 
prize, and that’s basically 
just winning another world 
title.”

Jordan Burroughs, who 
is set to wrestle at 74 kilo-
grams, said the goal doesn’t 
change based on the com-
petition. As the reigning 
world champions, Team USA 
knows what it wants to do.

“We’ve got a great team, 
everybody’s prepared, so 
when we step out on the line, 
it’s not necessarily a country 
that we’re trying to beat,” 
Burroughs said. “We’re try-

ing to get that Cup. We want 
the Cup. So if we got to go 
through Mongolia or if we 
got to go through Iran or 
Russia, the goal is always the 
same.”

Team USA has six 2017 
world medalists on its ros-
ter: Burroughs (gold), Kyle 
Snyder (gold), Thomas Gil-
man (silver), James Green 
(silver), Nick Gwiazdowski 
(bronze), and Cox (bronze).

Being the best team in 
the field puts a target on the 
back of Team USA unlike 
anyone else in the tourna-
ment.

Every time an athlete 
sporting a singlet with “USA” 
across the chest, the oppo-
nents across from them are 
going to give their best every 
time.

“Wrestling and any oth-
er sport, whether it’s sports 
or economics, everything 
— we’re the greatest coun-
try in the world,” said for-
mer Hawkeye Gilman, who 

will wrestle at 57 kilograms. 
“Everyone wants to maybe 
get their little dig in on the 
United States. If you beat the 
United States, that’s all that 
matters, whether you win 
the tournament or not.”

While the increased phys-
icality and aggression from 
opponents might not be an 
easy thing to deal with every 
match, it raises the perfor-
mance level of competitors 
wearing the colors of the 
American flag.

Zadick said that though 
it has its positives in terms 
of performance, there’s also 
a responsibility in wearing 
“USA.”

“It’s a pretty amazing 
feeling, honestly,” he said. 
“It’s really humbling, it’s an 
honor. I’m a patriot, and I 
love our country, and I love 
what it represents — hope 
and freedom for a lot of peo-
ple. You might not see that in 
the political sphere or in the 
world, but it really does.”

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

WRESTLING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

BY JAMES GEERDES
james-geerdes@uiowa.edu

When the Iowa bats start 
cold, they often stay cold, 
and that’s a problem.

The Hawkeye softball 
team took three losses on 
the road this past weekend 
to a now 15-20 Maryland 
team. Each loss was within 
3 runs.

The cause of the short-
comings? Iowa’s failure to 
make adjustments in the 
box.

“The pitchers we faced 
had off-speeds and down-
balls,” head coach Marla 
Looper said. “We did a poor 
job, I think, at swinging at 
good pitches. We swung at a 
lot of bad pitches.”

Hitting has not been the 
highlight of the Iowa soft-
ball season. The team hits a 
low .234, the third-worst in 
the Big Ten. Maryland has 
the second-worst BA at .232.

Iowa will need to make 
those adjustments when it 
hosts the Northern Iowa to-

day. Panther pitchers have 
held their opponents to a 
.273 batting average, while 
their hitters are whacking 
.301 as a team. They are led 
in the box by Brittney Roby, 
a senior hitting .435 with an 
on-base percentage of .496.

Northern Iowa’s bats are 
hot, but if anyone’s pitching 
can silence them, it’s Iowa’s.

Iowa’s pitchers have the 
ability to give the Hawkeyes 
a chance. The Hawkeyes are 
second in the Big Ten with a 
1.86 ERA. Allison Doocy has 

been the pride and joy for 
the Iowa faithful; she boasts 
a 1.34 ERA with 129 strike-
outs.

She pitched two of Iowa’s 
three games against Mary-
land, and held the Terrapins 
to 2 runs, and 1 run, respec-
tively. Yet each game, the 
Iowa bats behind her failed 
to put up the runs needed to 
win the close ballgames.

Pitching may be good, 
but offense is needed to win 
games.

Iowa bats have been cold 

all season. Junior Mallory 
Kilian has led the Hawkeyes 
in the box, batting .341 with 
5 home runs and 7 doubles 
in the leadoff position. But 
the team needs to follow 
suit.

“We need to stay re-
laxed, yet keep that attack-
ing mindset,” Kilian said. 
“Whether that’s on defense 
or in the box.”

Each pitcher is unique, 
and Iowa batters need to ad-
just to each one.

“We struggle with the 
same type of pitching, and 
we just didn’t make the ad-
justments this weekend,” 
Kilian said. “As we contin-
ue forward, we just need to 
make the adjustments fast-
er.”

Northern Iowa will like-
ly throw Jaclyn Spencer 

or Brooke Craig in today’s 
game at 5 p.m. at Pearl Field.

Spencer has a 2.62 ERA 
and has held opponents to 
a .275 batting average, and 
Craig has a 2.88 ERA and 
holds opposing batters to a 
.272 batting average.

After Iowa’s poor showing 
in Maryland, the nonconfer-
ence match could put Iowa 
back on track.

“Our biggest challenge 
this weekend was making 
adjustments offensively 
soon enough to put more 
pressure on our opponent,” 
Looper said. “We didn’t do 
that as often or as soon as 
we needed to. Unfortunate-
ly, the outcome didn’t go 
our way, but our spirits are 
high, and I think the girls 
are ready to get back at it 
and turn it around.”

After a not-so-good weekend in Maryland, Iowa softball will need to adjust in the batter’s box for the team’s success.

Softball hitters need quicker adjustments 

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa infielder Aralee Bogar fouls off a pitch against Drake at Pearl Field on March 28. The Bulldogs defeated the Hawkeyes, 3-1. 

over to Las Vegas and worked 
with Project 150, which was 
pretty amazing, gratifying, 
and humbling,” Libby said. “It 
was so cool that we had alum 
in the area come and join us, 
[as well as] the I-Club, the Las 
Vegas edition. All with dona-
tions and things. The whole 
thing about us preaching 
about Iowa’s family, it truly 
does extend across the nation. 
I’ve never quite seen anything 
like it. It’s a pretty amazing 
thing, and I was so glad that 
our team got to actually wit-
ness how many people came 
just because they had Iowa on.

“That’s a very cool thing to 
know that you are connected 
to all of these people across 
the nation, without knowing 
them, because of the school 
that you went to, the charac-
ter that they represent, the 
integrity behind the program. 
Those are all things that are 
crucial in our program.”

The life lessons go beyond 
the strength of community 
values.

For the GymHawks, it’s 
also about perspective and 
gratitude.

“It just gives a little per-
spective on life in general,” 
junior Nicole Chow said. “A 
lot of people have it harder 
than us, and we’re really lucky 
to be in the position that we 
are. I think it’s really awesome 

to see that side of things. We 
did the Special Olympics, and 
it was just amazing to see how 
those athletes were support-
ing people on other teams. I 
think that we can really take 
that in and try to do that as 
well in our competitions.”

The lessons taken from 
their service have influenced 
the program, the athletes, and 
the fans, with strength and 
momentum that will carry 
through for years to come.

“It just means so much to 
us,” Youd said. “I mean, Iowa 
City just gives so much to us 
with support, and we just love 
to give back in any way we 
can. Sometimes, we see peo-
ple who we’ve helped out at 
our meets, and it just means a 
lot to us.”

GYMNASTICS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

The past two weekends 
have been kind to Iowa 
baseball; the Hawkeyes 
have racked up three wins 
against ranked teams, split-
ting a doubleheader with 
No. 11 Indiana and taking a 
three-game series, 2-1, over 
No. 22 Illinois.

Iowa wants to carry that 
momentum into its mid-
week game against Grand 
View today.

The game comes at a good 
time for the Hawkeyes, and 
even though Grand View 
isn’t the best team they will 
play all year, it serves a pur-
pose. 

It’s a chance for the Iowa 
offense to stay hot after a 
stellar showing in Cham-
paign, where it scored 24 
runs in the three-game se-
ries. 

Right fielder Robert 
Neustrom and catcher Tyler 
Cropley had solid perfor-
mances at the plate, espe-
cially in the first two games. 

On March 30 and 31, 
Neustrom went a combined 
4-for-10 at the dish with 5 
RBIs and 5 runs scored. 

Cropley went 2-for-4, 
scoring 4 runs, and knock-
ing in 1.

With 20 of their 24 runs 
being scored over the first 
two games, the Hawkeyes 
showed the damage they are 
capable of causing against 
highly ranked teams.

“I thought our at-bats up 
and down the lineup were 
quality,” Iowa head coach 
Rick Heller said in a release 
on March 30. “Neustrom is 
heating up, and Cropley has 
been good for us all year. 
We are starting to get the 
offense going, and it has 
just taken us a while to get 
there.”

The Vikings enter the 
game with a 12-14 record 
and a 5-7 record in their 
conference. Grand View 
is also 0-4 all-time against 
the Hawkeyes with the last 
matchup being a 6-5 loss at 
Banks Field in 2017.

Grand View is coming off 
of a home split with Missou-
ri Valley College. In the first 
game, a bases-loaded walk 
in the fifth inning gave the 
Vikings the victory, while 
the second game had more 
to it.

In the second, Grand 

View took the game into 
extra innings but gave up 5 
runs in the 10th inning and 
committed 4 errors in a los-
ing effort.

While the Vikings have 
struggled all season and re-
cently, losing four of their 
last six, the Hawkeyes have 
had some close midweek 
games, meaning they can’t 
look past today’s contest. 

On March 28, Iowa took 
on Bradley, and while it 
had control for most of the 
game, the Braves started 
to make a comeback in the 
seventh and eighth innings. 
Bradley took the lead until 
Iowa tied it and hit a walk-
off grand slam courtesy of 
Cropley in the bottom of the 
ninth.

The week before that, the 
Hawkeyes were faced with 
the challenge of Division-3 
Loras College. The Duhawks 
led, 4-1, heading into the 
bottom of the eighth, when 
Matt Hoeg ripped a 3-RBI 
double, and Austin Guzzo 
crushed a walk-off homer in 
the bottom of the ninth.

Iowa’s bullpen was a 
bit inconsistent in those 
games, but the Hawkeyes 
have a solution who is ready 

to take over a game whenev-
er needed: Zach Daniels. In 
10 appearances this season, 

Daniels leads the team with 
a 1.80 ERA while boasting a 
3-1 record. His 22 strikeouts 

are tied for third on the 
Hawkeyes, despite pitching 
just 20 innings.

After an impressive weekend against No. 22 Illinois, Iowa has its sights set on a midweek win against the Vikings.

Iowa baseball gears up for Grand View

Yue Zhang/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Ben Probst pitches at Banks Field on March 28. Iowa defeated Bradley, 13-9.



Moss submits NBA Draft 
papers

Iowa basketball announced on 
Tuesday that redshirt sophomore 
guard Isaiah Moss filed paper-
work for entry into this year’s 
upcoming NBA Draft. Moss has 
not hired an agent, which leaves 
the possibility of his returning 
next season at Iowa.

He has until May 30 to pull his 
name from the NBA Draft list, 
according to a release.

“My family and I have talked 
with Coach McCaffery, and we 
have decided to enter my name 
into the NBA Draft without hiring 
an agent,” Moss said in a release. 
“It is a dream of mine to play 
professional basketball. I look 
forward to going through the 

process, and 
I thank the 
coaching staff 
for helping me 
through it. I 
am excited for 
the feedback 
and opportuni-
ty to workout 

for NBA personnel so my family 
and I can make the best decision 
for my future. I appreciate the 
support from my teammates, 
coaching staff, and Hawkeye 
fans.”

This past season, the Chicago 
native scored 11.1 points per 
game while ranking third on the 
team in assists (62) and tying for 
second in steals (22).

Moss was named to the 
Cayman Islands Classic All-Tour-
nament team during nonconfer-
ence play, when he averaged 18 
points during the three-game 
span.

He started all 33 games for 
Iowa last season.

“This is an opportunity for 
Isaiah to learn more about 
himself and his game during this 
process,” said head coach Fran 
McCaffery in a release. “Going 
through this process will benefit 
him in the long term. We fully 
support Isaiah, and we will be 
there to help him along the way.”

Moss isn’t the first Hawkeye 
to announce he’ll be testing the 
NBA waters this offseason; Tyler 
Cook announced in early March 
that he would do the same.

Running game 
Young at heart

BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

The running-back position at Iowa is pretty 
thin right now.

Iowa’s spring roster lists four ball carriers: 
Toren Young, Ivory Kelly-Martin, Kyshaun Bry-
an, and Toks Akinribade.

Having just four running backs during 
spring drills takes some adjusting.

“It’s definitely a little bit harder,” Young said. 
“More reps in the drills, when you’re doing drill 
work, your reps are coming a lot faster. But 
overall, I think it’s been good, though. We’ve 
been pushing each other.”

Regardless, the spring season stands as a 
time in which Iowa needs to develop its ball 
carriers, especially those without significant 
playing time. Of the tailback quartet, only 
Young and Kelly-Martin touched the football 
last season.

Iowa typically has that one veteran leader 
in the running-back group — this past season, 
the Hawkeyes relied on Akrum Wadley, and the 
year before that, LeShun Daniels was that guy 
— but this season is different.

Young is that guy, the leader of the position, 
while only a redshirt sophomore.

“I have more responsibility. I got the younger 
guys looking up to me now …” Young said. “It’s 

a good feeling, though, to be in that position. 
I’m excited.”

Young said that as one of the leaders, he 
needs to set the tone and show his fellow tail-
backs that Iowa “runs the ball hard” and “han-
dles [its] business a certain way.”

Running-back coach Derrick Foster praised 
Young for his leadership and also included 
Kelly-Martin’s name among players who have 
stepped up in the early moments of spring ball.

“I think both those guys give great effort in 
their attitudes of knowing and coming in every 
day ready to go to work,” Foster said. “Those 

BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

For two days in April, the best wrestlers in 
the United States will be teammates, and ev-
erything in Iowa City will be about the Red, 
White, and Blue.

The 2018 wrestling World Cup will take 
place in Carver-Hawkeye on Saturday and 
April 8, making the Iowa campus the mecca 
of wrestling for the weekend.

In addition to the U.S, Azerbaijan, Cuba, 
Georgia, India, Japan, Kazakhstan, and Mon-

golia are set to compete, leaving some big no-
shows — most notably Iran and Russia. USA 
coach (and former Hawkeye wrestler) Bill Za-
dick said the absence of those teams hasn’t 
really affected the team’s preparation, saying 
the wrestlers need to take care of themselves.

Still, it was a little bit of a letdown when 
the Americans found out that two of the 
best wrestling nations in the world wouldn’t 
attend.

“There’s always disappointment when you 

SEE WRESTLING, 8

Wrestling Red, 
White, & Blue
With two international powerhouses left out, there’s a 
target on the back of Team USA.

GymHawks’ 
reach extends 
to community 
Beyond being athletes, the 
GymHawks emphasize 
community service.
BY TAYLOR MCNITT
taylor-mcnitt@uiowa.edu

On the face of a Division-1 college sports pro-
gram, the athletes of any sport are some of the 
best of the best at what they do. But for Iowa ath-
letics, especially women’s gymnastics, competing 
isn’t all they care about.

“We try very hard to put our kids in the commu-
nity,” said head coach Larissa Libby. “I want our 
athletes to give back to the community that gave 
them [this] opportunity. In the beginning, years 
ago, it was just me doing it. But now, it’s never 
on me. They come to us with all different kinds of 
things they’d like to do.”

Since the beginning of the postseason, the 
team has rolled back the service a bit so that the 
GymHawks can keep up with class while prepara-
tions are at their peak.

But during the regular season, projects can 
range anywhere from helping with breast-cancer 
awareness to Day of Caring.

“We’ve done Habitat for Humanity or Women’s 
Build every year for the past three 
years,” said senior Nikki Youd. 
“[Women’s Build] just means a 
lot because we’re helping local 
women in the community, very 
strong, very independent wom-
en. We can drive by the houses 
that we helped build and just see 
how we can affect our communi-

ty, so that’s pretty powerful.”
And their projects aren’t just local.
When traveling, the team can happen across a 

service opportunity with pronounced effect for 
both the served and the servers.

“While we were in southern Utah, we drove 

SEE GYMNASTICS, 8

File Photo/The Daily Iowan
Former Hawkeye wrestler Thomas Gilman speaks with members of the media during  practice in the Dan Gable Wres-
tling Complex at Carver-Hawkeye on Aug. 10, 2017.
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HAWKEYE UPDATES

STAT OF THE DAY

410

Hawkeye 
running backs 
Toren Young, 
Ivory Kelly-
Martin, Kyshaun 
Bryan, and Toks 
Akinribade have 
combined for 
410 career 
yards.

“Whether it’s 
sports, or economics, 
everything — we’re 
the greatest country 
in the world.

— former 
Hawkeye 
wrestler 

Thomas Gilman 
on the USA in 
the wrestling 

World Cup

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

Toren Young stepped onto the field for the first time as a Hawkeye 
last season, but now, he’s looked to as one of Iowa’s leaders.

Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Toren Young (28) warms up before a kickoff in the Pinstripe Bowl at Yankee Stadium on Dec. 27, 2017.

career 
yards

April 4, 2015
On this day, Hawkeye 

baseball rallied in the 
eighth inning to take 
down Purdue in West 
Lafayette, Indiana.

The No. 24 Hawkeye 
used an 8-run eighth 
inning after trailing 4-2.

With the bases loaded, 
Iowa scored when a pitch 
hit Daniel Moriel, allow-
ing Sean Moore to cross 
the plate.

A Nick Roscetti single 
brought in 2 runs, and 
a Jake Mangler single 
brought in 2 more.

Purdue gave up the 
final 2 runs when a 
fielding error scored Eric 
Toole, and a wild pitch 
allowed Tyler Peyton to 
cruise home.

The Hawkeyes moved 
to 20-7 after their fifth 
win in Big Ten play, which 
kept Iowa undefeated in 
the Big Ten.

HAWK 
HISTORY 

101

Moss

Youd
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