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The University of Iowa Stu-

dent Government Judicial 
Court has found the SURGE 
Party responsible for one of 
two election-code violations 
filed against the party hours 
before it won the top seats in 
the UISG election.

The court found SURGE 
responsible for falsifying its 
campaign budget after finding 
the party did not report the fair 
market value of its photogra-
pher, Mary Mathis, per the 
Election Code.

Student Judicial Court Chief 
Justice Adelaide Zwick said 
UISG campaign party Empow-
er Iowa filed the complaint 
against SURGE after an alle-
gation that SURGE falsified its 
campaign spending records.

SURGE paid Mathis $200 
for 32 headshots of members 
on the ticket, according to 
the judicial verdict document 
given to The Daily Iowan. 
This would equate to $6.25 
per headshot.

In the document, the court 
uses Cornell Law to define 
fair market value as “the val-
ue of property determined by 
the marketplace (or objective 

purchasers) rather than as 
determined by a subjective 
individual.”

Heath Schintler, the UISG 
vice president-elect on the 
SURGE ticket, said the party 
finds the title of “falsifying 
the campaign budget” to be 
misleading.

“Adelaide, the chief justice, 
during our hearing stated very 
openly to us that she didn’t be-
lieve that we had in any way 
tried to falsify any of our 
documentation; instead, its 
decision rested on its defi-
nition of fair market value 
for Ms. Mathis’ services in 
regard to photography,” 
Schintler said.

The definition, Schintler 
said, of fair market value 
is not specified in the Stu-
dent Election Code. He also 
notes the code uses Cornell’s 
definition, while Black’s law 
dictionary legal definition 
of fair market value means a 
price the buyer and seller can 
agree upon.

Mathis went to the hear-
ing to speak for herself and 
her work. When it comes to 
fine art and photography, 
she said, the discussion 
can grow technical quickly, 
causing the public to find 
difficulty in understanding 

freelance photography.
At the hearing, Mathis said 

she felt the court was trying 
to find SURGE responsible for 
something in some way.

“I feel like although they 
weren’t trying to question my 
character, they were actually 
trying to pin something on 
SURGE,” she said. “I feel that 
it was me who was really under 
question.”

To see if this was a fair price 
for the headshots, the court 
contacted Cedar Rapids pho-
tographer Carl Bromberg from 
Visions Photography to see the 
price for the number of head-
shots SURGE used for its party, 
according to a document from 
the court.

Because Bromberg has no 
connections to UISG and has 
more than 20 years of expe-

rience as a photographer, the 
judicial court found him to be 
a good comparison for a fair 
market price for head shots.

On March 27, the court re-
ported Bromberg gave his 
price for 32 headshots as $750 
plus sales tax, resulting in a to-
tal of $820.50.

The price difference be-

This is the 
story of 
two Iowa 
women 
who have neuromuscular 
disorder spinal muscular 
atrophy and live 88 
miles apart; they have 
known each other for 
a decade. SMA is the 
leading cause of death 
in infants, and, working 
from statistics, health 

officials estimate that 
1 in 10,000 live births 
are affected.

Hannah Soyer, 23, 
is a recent graduate of 
the University of Iowa 
and former Opinions 
editor at The Daily 
Iowan. She maintains 
her independence by 
hiring friends to assist 
her in daily tasks such 
as showering, cooking, 
and getting dressed. 

Stella Turnbull, 11, lives 
in Pella, Iowa, and is 
undergoing medical 
treatment for SMA. 
She does not have the 
ability to speak and has 
a very limited use of her 
muscles. This story is a 
window into their lives. 
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British Hawkeye came 
here for more than tennis
Will Davies stood out to head coach 
Ross Wilson when he traveled to 
the United Kingdom to recruit the 
freshman, but it wasn’t just his tennis 
ability made him different. “I liked his 
personality,” Wilson said. “He had a 
lot of questions about Iowa … I knew 
he was going to be a good fit here, 
because he cared about the things 
we look for in student-athletes.” 
Sports, 10

Headshot price roils UISG election
The UISG Student Judicial Court has deemed the SURGE Party responsible for not reporting the market 
value of its head shots but not of intimidation or harassment of Envision Iowa. 

Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan
UISG President-elect Hira Mustafa speaks in an interview with The Daily Iowan in Adler on March 21.
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tween Bromberg’s quote and 
Mathis’s charge to SURGE 
was $602.50. The court also 
found this to be a difference 
of $110 Mathis charged for 15 
head shots for the First Gen-
eration Summit.

The document said Mathis 
gave SURGE a discount because 
she “believed in its vision.” Nor-
mally, Mathis reported to the 
court, she charges $250 per per-
son per hour for a headshot.

Mathis said she and Brom-
berg were not going to have 
the same market value of their 
work, because they work for dif-
ferent demographics and Brom-
berg has his own business.

When asking other Iowa City 
freelance photographers what 
they would have done in Mathis’ 
situation with SURGE, she said 
they told her they would have 
negotiated for a lower price as 
Mathis did, because UISG cam-
paigns won’t have a lot of money 

to spend in one area.
Mathis said she typically 

charges students less because 
she knows they don’t have as 
much money to spend.

Zwick said the court does not 
disagree with Mathis’ argument 
of artistic freedom in pricing 
for photos, and no blame is on 
her for charging SURGE $200 
for its headshots. The court, she 
said, has an issue with SURGE 
knowing the Election Code and 
failing to comply to it.

“Mathis can charge whatev-
er she wants when she’s free-
lancing, it’s still SURGE Party’s 
responsibility to adhere to the 
Election Code and make sure 
that it’s reporting is actually a 
fair market value,” she said.

In the first hearing, Mathis 
said, SURGE was not found re-
sponsible, though she said the 
court had facts wrong during 
that hearing.

For the First Generation 
Summit, she said, the court as-
sumed she would have charged 
the same amount as she did 
with SURGE if she was working 

at fair market value. However, 
she said, she used two different 
camera types for the two shoots. 
For the Summit, she said, she 
used a traditional film, she had 
to pay for everything herself, 
and the photos took her months 
to work on. For SURGE, she 
used a digital camera, and the 
whole process took one day.

“I just have a lot of anger to-
wards this. For four years I’ve 
been told ‘invest in your com-
munity, be one with the school, 
offer what you can’… and you 
don’t see a lot of art students 
working with UISG, and I think 
the reason is pretty clear after 
this. It’s really frustrating for 
me,” she said.

UISG President-elect Hira 
Mustafa told the court she told 
Mathis SURGE could not ac-
cept discounts not given to the 
public. The court said in the doc-
ument this did not matter, as 
SURGE did not report the head-
shot spending as fair market 
value as it should have, accord-
ing to the UISG Election Code.

Mathis said she did not ne-

gotiate with Mustafa but in-
stead quoted her a price Mus-
tafa agreed with. Mathis felt the 
price was right for a nonprofit 
campus campaign. Mathis also 
noted she does a lot of free work 
on campus as well.

“There was no discount given, 
it was $200 for the work I did,” 
Mathis said.

The court found SURGE’s use 
of a professional photographer 
put the party at an advantage 
over the other UISG campaign-
ing parties.

Zwick said a $3,000 limit on 
campaigns was placed so parties 
with more financial resources 
couldn’t run a more expensive 
campaign. SURGE, she said, 
was able to received high-qual-
ity photos from an excellent 
photographer, giving them an 
aesthetically pleasing advantage 
to its campaign.

Schintler said he does not 
know at this time what sanc-
tions will be taken against 
the party.

While SURGE feels the court 
may have overvalued Mathis’s 

work, Schintler said, he and 
Mustafa want to put the matter 
behind them as a whole.

“[We want to] focus on the 
bigger picture, which is getting 
to work as soon as possible on 
behalf of the student body and 
making real change on cam-
pus,” he said.

In the court’s investigation of 
SURGE harassing or intimidat-
ing other ticket candidates, the 
verdict document said, the party 
was found not responsible by 
the court.

Lucee Laursen, the vice pres-
idential candidate for Envision 
Iowa, said she found the pro-

cess in deciding the verdicts of 
the complaints to be confusing 
and shady, and she was con-
fused about the appeals process 
and the announcement of the 
verdict after the polls closed. 
[Laursen is a DI columnist.] 

She said she found the pro-
cess to be too slow for such a 
short campaign. 

The whole process with the 
court was difficult to operate 
and understand, Laursen said.

“As a voter, I would’ve 
wanted to know what was 
going on [before the polls 
closed],” she said. “The sys-
tem isn’t set up well.”

BY EMMA SAILOR
emma-sailor@uiowa.edu

New York-based Iranian 
filmmaker and graphic art-
ist Hamid Rahmanian spoke 
about his ongoing work, “The 
Shahnameh Project,” at the 
School of Art and Art History 
on Monday. 

Each work in the project is 
based on 10th-century Persian 
poet Ferdowsi’s epic poem of 
the same name, a 50,000-line-
long work that blends ele-
ments of myth and history of 
the Persian Empire. The proj-
ect now includes a 600-page 
illustrated translation of the 
poem, a pop-up book, and a 
shadow play, Feathers of Fire, 
which will appear at Hancher 
on Wednesday. 

While the project is a col-
laborative effort, Rahmanian, 
the project’s creator, retains a 

central role as illustrator and 
director. Much of the lecture 
focused on his creative pro-
cess, which is centered on 
his practice of repurposing 
illustrations from historical 
Persian artworks and manu-
scripts by pasting them into 
the contemporary collages 
featured in his books. 

“I put together over 8,000 
pieces of literature and litho-
graphs from the 14th centu-
ry to the mid-18th century, 
anything influenced by the 
Persian style of painting,” he 
said. “Every page [the collag-
es are made from] up to 182 
distinct images from up to 32 
different manuscripts.”

His choice to adapt stories 
from the Shahnameh into 
shadow play in Feathers of 
Fire also has concrete roots in 
the history of Iranian artistic 
tradition, he said.

“All the design in [Feathers 
of Fire] has an Iranian, Islam-
ic, Middle Eastern — whatever 
you want to call it — refer-
ence,” he said. “In the 10th, 
11th, 12th, and 13th centuries, 
the common genre of enter-
tainment among Muslim soci-
eties was shadow play.”

The lecture and the perfor-
mance are featured as part of 
Hancher’s “Embracing Com-
plexity” series, which, accord-
ing to a press release, “seeks to 
build a textured knowledge of 
Islamic cultures while creat-
ing a greater sense of empathy 
for the experiences of peoples 
of diverse racial, ethnic, and 
religious backgrounds.”

Rahmanian said the proj-
ect’s creation was motivated 
in part by a desire to showcase 
positive aspects of Iranian his-
tory and culture for Western 
audiences, in contrast to what 

he described as Western me-
dia’s excessive focus on politi-
cal and social issues that exist 
in contemporary Iran.

“The narrative that exists 
about [Iranians] is complete-
ly negative,” he said. “So I 
thought it would be great 
to focus on the highlight of 
the culture, not just the neg-
atives, and the highlight of 
my culture is its visual and 
literary tradition.”

By adapting the Shahnameh 
into formats that are accessi-
ble for all ages, such as shad-
ow play, Rahmanian said, 
he hopes younger audiences 
in particular will develop a 
more nuanced perspective 
on Iran and its culture that 
includes appreciation for its 
positive aspects in addition 
to awareness of the issues 
the country faces.

“This is not just an artistic 

endeavor but an educational 
endeavor for me,” he said. “If 
all the kids who see [Feathers 
of Fire] then go home and see 

something negative about us, 
they’ll have something differ-
ent to compare it to, some-
thing that is good.”
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AMID THE COLLECTIBLES

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Jordan Adams pauses in Record Collector on Monday. “I like that my job is centered on learning about music,” she said.

VERDICT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

World literature comes to Lit City
Iowa City will host the Cities of Literature annual meeting to mark the 10-year 
anniversary of its literature designation.

Voices, images from ancient Persia
 The ‘Shahnameh Project’ highlights an old Iranian visual and cultural tradition.

BY AADIT TAMBE
aadit-tambe@uiowa.edu

One of only two UNESCO 
Cities of Literature in the 
Western Hemisphere, Iowa 
City has been chosen to host 
the 2018 annual meeting of 
UNESCO Cities of Litera-
ture on April 3-6.

“Delegates from all Cities 
of Literatures get together 
each year to talk about dif-
ferent projects,” said John 
Kenyon, the executive direc-
tor of Iowa City City of Lit-
erature. “It will give us the 
opportunity to share [our] 
information to new cities [in 
the network].”

Iowa City was the third 
city in the world to be 
awarded the designation in 
2008, and the event marks 
its 10th anniversary, he 
said. It will give the town a 
chance to showcase its rich 
literary culture.

“Being the first [City 
of Literature] in the New 
World testifies to [Iowa 
City’s] importance in the 
literary world,” said Chris-
topher Merrill, the director 
of the International Writing 
Program.

The literary bent of the 
city is reflected across the 
town, including the “Litera-
ture Walk,” which celebrates 
works of 49 acclaimed writ-
ers who have ties to Iowa 
City, he said.

“It is a great honor for 
Iowa City to have the [City 
of Literature] designation 
and to be the only one in the 
United States, till the last 
fall,” said Jim Harris, the 
founder of Prairie Lights. 
“It’s euphoric [to host] so 
many Cities of Literatures.”

The café on the sec-
ond floor of Prairie Lights 
housed meetings of the 
Times Club, a local literary 

society that met in the 1930s, 
Harris said. The finest writ-
ers of the time, including 
Robert Frost, ee cummings, 
and Sherwood Anderson, 
met at the club.

Prairie Lights will display 
photographs of the meetings 
on the walls of the café to 
highlight Iowa City’s strong 
literary past.

“It is an important plat-
form to show Iowa City’s 
dedication [to literature],” 
Kenyon said.

Previous meetings have 
been held in Heidelberg, 
Germany, Dublin, and 
Barcelona, Spain, he said. 
Since then, the network has 
grown, and the meetings 
are an important platform 
for different literature cit-
ies to connect.

With several writing pro-
grams, literature is truly 
special to Iowa City, Mer-
rill said.

He said it will be excit-
ing to show delegates the 
unique Shambaugh House, 
which houses the IWP.

People who are involved 
in the literary arts already 
know, but those who are not 
will know, that we have one 
of the most important lit-
erary cultures in the world, 
Kenyon said.

Although most meetings, 
events, and discussions will 
occur behind closed doors, 
Hancher will host a panel 
discussion in which repre-
sentatives will speak about 
their projects from 5:15 to 6 
p.m. Thursday.

“Iowa City embodies the 
definition of a City of Liter-
ature,” Harris said. “Here, 
writers write. Because we 
were the first city in the Unit-
ed States to be so designat-
ed, to host these other cities 
from around the world is a 
huge, well-deserved honor.”

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Filmmaker Hamid Rahmanian delivers a lecture “The Shahnameh Project” 
in Art Building West on Monday. The film combines modern technology with 
Persian art forms.
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Take the message back from the media

Members of the whether staff become detectives in order to unearth spring, Punxsutawney Phill, March Madness, and other modern myths.

Whether you can definitely believe in

On March 27, Tarana 
Burke visited the University 
of Iowa and engaged in dis-
cussion/conversation with 
hundreds of students regard-
ing the force and foundation 
of her #MeToo Movement.

October 2017 marked 
the month the movement 
stepped into the public eye, 
in which conversation was 
taken from local communi-
ties and brought into some-
thing bigger — national and 

global media. The explosion 
of social-media posts with 
the hashtag #MeToo came 
not only with conversation 
but with the power of per-
sonal testimony.

Women from every con-
text and every culture be-
gan stepping into the spot-
light of social media, taking 
platforms on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram, 
telling the stories they have 
lived through. But in this, 
the media grabbed hold of 
the #MeToo movement and 
began to focus solely on the 
stories of powerful, white 
women in Hollywood.

The media manipulated 
the face of #MeToo, and it 
began to appear as the wom-
en in Hollywood bringing 
their stories to light — and 
then, the men involved with 
those testimonies.

But the #MeToo move-
ment was never about the 
men, no matter how power-
ful the positions they held 
in Hollywood — or any area, 

for that matter. It has always 
been about the women who 
are so brave in their willing-
ness to talk about what they 
have experienced, seen, and 
known. It has always been 
about women with their 
unapologetic strength and 
endurance — the women 
who embody courage as 
they keep the conversation 
of #MeToo going in its fifth 

month of media spotlight.
“It really bothers me that 

we’ve allowed media to shape 
this movement,” Burke said 
during her lecture. “We have 

to talk about this movement 
differently … This is a move-
ment for survivors, making 
sure they have the resources 
they need to shape their heal-
ing journey.”

This is a power-based, 
centered-on-solution move-
ment. #MeToo extends fur-
ther than mere conversa-
tion, and it merits action, as 
most movements do. Media 

are able to hold onto stories 
delivered by those who are 
at the forefront of conversa-
tion, but communities pos-
sess the power to do some-
thing about it — to take the 
conversation back and make 
this movement into some-
thing more than what media 
have made it out to be.

“Your power comes from 
your collective voices,” Burke 
told students. “Take owner-
ship of this movement.”

And so that’s what we stu-
dents are to do, in any and 
every movement — to rally 
alongside one another in 
conversation and to take the 
movement a step further in 
action by providing resourc-
es to survivors, allowing 
them space to share their sto-
ries, and even doing some-
thing as simple as voting in a 
local election.

We are able to make local 
impacts in national move-
ments such as March For Our 
Lives, #BlackLivesMatter, 
#MeToo, Time’s Up, and the 
list that continues to grow, 
because there is brokenness 
in our system and in our 
world that deserves to be con-
fronted by the fierceness of 
communities burning with 
passion for all people, not just 
the people the media pose as 
the face of movements.

Though media have the 
ability to take and manipulate 
stories, communities have 
the power to take them back 
— to shape the message of a 
movement in what is it meant 
to mean, not what media 
have made it appear to us as. 
We have the power to direct 
conversation, invoke action, 
and destine change. We must 
keep the conversation going.

COLUMN

Enjoying spring just yet?
Yeah, us, too. We (the mem-

bers of the DI whether staff) 
have long said there’s noth-
ing quite like a spring that 
outdoes February for frigid 
to put hair on your chest or, 
in the case of men, make you 
want to huddle deep under a 
thick comforter.

For eons upon eons, our 
people have taken the ar-
rival of the NCAA basketball 
tournament brackets as the 

traditional sign of winter 
giving way to spring. Never 
mind that most people tear 
up their brackets in disgust 
after the first weekend of 
basketball. That’s also our 
people’s traditional rite of 
spring. As scored by Stra-
vinsky.

“Old adage” the voice on 
the radio just uttered. An-
other sign of spring, albeit 
spring not yet completely 
thawed, because it’s also 
a sign of synapses still be-
ing frozen. There are no 
young adages. Adages are 
born clutching silver Social 
Security checks in their 
gnarly hands.

So why, with all these 
signs of spring, do the days 
still feel like February and 
the nights like January? 
Wise guy.

Well, we could blame the 

Romans for those silly month 
names, but that’s really no 
help. So we blame Punxsut-
awney Phil.

Before you laugh, con-
sider: Pennsylvania law-en-
forcement personnel have, 
not all that long ago, issued 
a Wanted Poster for Punx-
sutawney Phil. You know, 
THAT Punxsutawney Phil. 
The rodent in Penn Woods 
that crawls out of his hole 
and sees or doesn’t see his 
shadow and — well, most of 
you know the drill. No shad-
ow, spring arrives (or some 
neighborhood near there); 
shadow, six more weeks of 
hell freezing over. At least in 
the case of Penn Woods.

The reason for the ar-
rest warrant is that Punxy 
Phil lied, so the police want 
to charge him with decep-
tion. Sounds fair. Which the 

weather has not been.
Other people beckon des-

perately for science. You 
know, smart computers (yet 
to find one), smart tablets 
(take that, Babylonia), smart 
refrigerators that are con-
nected to the Internet so that 
the NSA knows perfectly well 
about the open half-a-can of 
refried beans you have mold-
ering on the back shelf. Polar 
Vortex, those people say like 
a psalm.

Ah, yes, the Polar Vor-
tex, whose reach has, well, 
reached mythological pro-
portions. Like the infamous 
Arctic oscillations. We have 
read so much about the Arc-
tic oscillation that our eye-
balls are rattling around our 
eyesockets like somebody 
else’s eyeballs under mos-
quito attack. (Maine mos-
quitoes, which show up on 

Air Force radar.)
So science teaches us that 

the Polar Voxtex and Arctic 
oscillations and dark magic 
(derived from dark matter) 
bring us illegal wind immi-
grants from Canada.

Yep. Border wall along the 
Mexican border? To darndest 
heck with that. If the Trump-
ster administration really, tru-
ly wants to stop illegal immi-
gration, let’s build a 1,000-foot 
wind shield on the Canadian 
border. That’ll show those ille-
gal wind immigrants.

Canadians protest, not-
ing, with a great deal of ge-
ography to back them up, 
that polar winds come from 
north of Canada and there-
fore are not Canadian.

Knowledgeable Americans, 
however, know better. Don’t 
confuse us with the facts, they 
say, echoing St. Reagan. Es-

pecially don’t confuse us with 
geography. Nobody studies 
geography anymore. That’s so 
pre-Twitter.

Knowledgeable Americans 
know, in their straight and 
marrow, that northern Cana-
da stretches farther than the 
eye can see or the mind can 
grasp. They know that north-
ern Canada is the end of the 
world. After that, you fall off 
the edge of the Earth.

So we of the whether staff 
hope this has cleared up any 
confusion about spring and 
where it has gone. Or where it 
has not gone. Most definitely, 
not here.

Which brings us back to 
NCAA brackets. So much 
does, this time of year. 
Our Cinderella team? The 
Pumpkin.

Come midnight, it always 
wins. 

By prioritizing conversation over quarreling, government can start moving again.

Yes And: how improv can improve public discourse

When I was in high school, 
I spent every Monday morn-
ing at speech-team practice. 
I was a part of our group im-
prov team. Among three of 
my friends and me, we were 
terrible. We didn’t know how 
to perform together, forc-
ing our individual jokes, and 
sometimes just ignoring our 
stage partners. That’s when we 
learned the First Command-

ment of Improv, “Yes and.”
Yes-anding is exactly what 

it sounds like. Instead of 
shutting down ideas, use 
each proposal and add to it. 
Yes-anding can be applied 
wherever collaboration is 
needed, specifically politics. 
Plenty has already been said 
about political polarization 
with increasingly less room 
for compromise in either 
party. Let’s look two recent 
examples of how yes-anding 
can relax white-knuckle grips 
on party lines.

The Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals deal is 
“dead” after complications 
with partisan politics. The 
basics of the deal, pushed by 
President Donald Trump, 
were the extension of the 
amnesty bill if congressional 

Democrats were willing get 
on board with stricter im-
migration policy for the fu-
ture, most notably Trump’s 
famously proposed wall on 
the Mexican border. While 
the DACA deal would have 
been a compromise, it asked 
too much of the Democrats. 
The executive branch has al-
ready made anti-immigration 
moves, and most Democrats 
see the wall as way too outside 
acceptable compromise.

This two-sided, uncompro-
mising dysfunction is no way 
to run a country. Instead of 
pushing party agendas, law-
makers could listen to their 
constituents. According to 
a CBS News poll, 87 percent 
of Americans say DACA re-
cipients should be allowed to 
stay in the U.S. given require-

ments such as being a student 
or employed. Perhaps Repub-
licans could have extended 
DACA while Democrats en-
dorsed extra border security 
without endorsing the wall 
proposal. This wouldn’t be a 
grand slam for either side, but 
it would reduce gun violence 
and start moving the public 
conversation in a better direc-
tion. Yes, we can strengthen 
our border security, and we 
can do it while being humane 
and reasonable.

The DACA deal looks to be a 
dud, so let’s see how yes-and-
ing could work for a different 
hot-button issue. The gun 
debate has been raging for 
weeks in the wake of the Park-
land shootings, and neither 
side looks to be willing to talk. 
I’ve written before about how 

pro-gun politicians are to 
blame for the lack of effective 
legislation on firearms, but 
the pro-reform side is grow-
ing in its lack of cooperation. 
Gun-control advocate David 
Hogg has talked about how he 
hung up on the White House 
and is now feuding with Fox 
News host Laura Ingraham. 
Both sides are at some level 
of fault, and all of this quar-
reling distracts from actual 
reform that has the potential 
to save lives.

With yes-anding, all voices 
are included. It’s beyond un-
likely that the far left would 
get its way by repealing the 
Second Amendment. The 
same goes for the far right, 
who want even more reduc-
tions in firearm regulations. 
So what can be done?

Polls have shown wide-
spread support for specific 
moderate control measures. 
According to polls from Quin-
nipiac University, 97 percent 
of Americans support univer-
sal background checks and 83 
percent support mandatory 
waiting periods for gun pur-
chases. Again, these aren’t big 
wins or losses for either side, 
but small measures such as 
this are a good place to start. 
Yes, we can retain gun own-
ership, and we can protect 
American lives.

These compromises aren’t 
perfect, and I personally don’t 
agree with everything pro-
posed here, but that’s my point. 
Both sides of the aisle have to 
be involved in creating policy. 
And if we can’t learn to yes-
and, no one will be laughing.

TAYLOR NEWBY
taylor-newby@uiowa.edu

COLUMN

BEAU ELLIOT
beauelliot@gmail.com

ELIJAH HELTON
elijah-helton@uiowa.edu

‘It really bothers me that we’ve allowed media 
to shape this movement.’

— Tarana Burke, creator of the #MeToo Movement



BY MARIA KUIPER
maria-kuiper@uiowa.edu

On Monday night, the 
Iowa City City Council ad-
opted the Social Justice and 
Race Equity Allocations. 

Twenty-eight organiza-
tions had applied for the 
money, and the council se-
lected four for full funding. 
It set $25,000 aside for the 
organizations, but this year, 
Stefanie Bowers, the city hu-
man-rights coordinator and 
equity director, asked for 
$3,800 extra in order to fully 
fund one of the programs. 

The council agreed 5-0, 
with Councilor Kingsley 
Botchway absent and Coun-
cilor Mazahir Salih abstain-
ing from the vote because 
of a conflict of interest, to 
fund the extra $3,800. The 
four programs selected to 
receive funding are Shel-
ter House, Healthy Kids 
School-Based Health Clin-
ics, Neighborhood and De-
velopment Services, and the 
Center for Worker Justice 
of Eastern Iowa. 

The grant will provide 
$5,000 to Shelter House to 
fund programs such as rec-
reational activities.

Healthy Kids School-
Based Health Clinics is a 
free medical clinic for Iowa 
City residents ages 0 to 21. 
It currently offers physicals, 
sports physicals, immuni-
zations, among other ser-
vices. The grant will allocate 
$12,300 for the extension of 
mental-health treatments 
and counseling for families. 
It would also start a “Know 
Your Rights” series for stu-
dents who are refugees or 
immigrants.

The Neighborhood and 
Development Services is a di-
vision of the city government 
that works with the commu-
nity and strives to promote 
healthy neighborhoods and 
vibrant business commu-
nities; $600 will be given 
to promote “Walk and Roll 
Wednesday,” which is tar-
geted at reducing social iso-
lation and connecting neigh-
borhoods and communities. 

The Center for Worker 
Justice is a union of low-
wage workers of many dif-
ferent ethnicities and citi-
zenship statuses. It works 
to address such issues as 
workplace conditions, civ-
il rights, education access, 
and affordable housing. 

The center had asked for 
$10,900 to fund 10-week 
classes on job-training 

skills for immigrants and 
residents of low- to mid-
dle-income. That amount 
would put the city $3,800 
over budget.

“We are asking for $3,800 
more because without it, this 
would cut $3,800 from the 
Center for Worker Justice,” 
Bowers said. “Each class 
is $2,700, and without full 
funding, the program would 
have to cut participant num-
bers or classes offered.”

Mayor Jim Throgmorton 
said he believed the center 
was the sort of thing the 
city was looking for in ear-
lier discussions.

“It seems reasonable to 
me to allocate an additional 
$3,800,” he said.

The rest of the council-
ors agreed with the mayor 
to fund the extra money for 
the grant. Councilor Rockne 
Cole believed the organiza-
tions deserved the funding.

“The thing I like about 
each of these organizations 
is they have a proven track 

record and have good organi-
zation,” he said. “This makes 
sure that the dollars are go-
ing to be spent well.” 

Throgmorton also ex-
pressed regards to all of the 
organizations that applied. 

“It’s no easy task to go 
through these submissions 
and decide which is best,” he 
said. “We appreciate each or-

ganization who applied and 
their interest and prepara-
tion for proposals.” 
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Hinojosa strips away disparities
The Latino community may be different, and a veteran journalist believes this is powerful.

Council funds social-justice groups 
The Iowa City City Council allocated $28,800 toward the Social Justice and Race 
Equity Allocations. 

BY MICHAEL SHEA
michael-shea@uiowa.edu

Maria Hinojosa, a journal-
ist for more than 30 years for 
media outlets including CNN, 
spoke about disparity at the 
College of Public Health Build-
ing on Monday night.

Hinojosa was born in Mexi-
co City and raised in Chicago. 
She now lives in Harlem, New 
York City.

Hinojosa began by saying 
she sees disparity every day.

“If some people in our com-
munity are rising, then others 
are falling,” she said. “There’s 
a lot that I learned from those 
communities [who bring 
less], and it’s important to 
recognize what they bring to 
the conversation.”

Hinojosa said the norm is 
that Latino children bring dis-
parities, but nobody actually 

sees what they also bring in: 
social skills.

Latino children bring re-
spect for the teacher, respect 
for the institution, and respect 
for the possibility to be collec-
tive, she said.

“We don’t talk about that,” 
Hinojosa said.

She also spoke about legal 
rights,  noting that there are 
people in the country who are 
denied due process every day.

“The biggest disparity is 
Latinos are being subjected 
to live under this big storm 
because they are being denied 
due process,” Hinojosa said.

Latinos suffer because they 
are visible and easily spotted if 
they are not born in this coun-
try, she contended.

“There are people trying to 
redefine the USA as a country 
that doesn’t need immigrants 
anymore,” Hinojosa said. “This 

thought has made its way deep 
into the White House.”

Focusing on Latinas, Hi-
nojosa said they are the 
most sought-after consum-
er, but they are paid less per 
hour than any other women 
in the U.S.

There is also disparity in the 
media, she said.

“There are fewer people of 
color working in the media 
than there were before 9/11,” 
she said.  

Hinojosa then flipped the 
conversation to powerfulness 
in disparity.Emma Gonzalez, 
an active leader in the March 
for Our Lives, has shown what 
it looked like to do an open-
eyed, six-minute meditation, 
she said.

“If we flip disparity, we 
have a whole new class of 
leaders coming up here,” 
Hinojosa said.

In Hinojosa’s company, she 
said, they do not use the word 
“illegal” to describe someone 
because she said a human 
cannot be illegal. Her compa-
ny also does not use the word 
“minority.”  

“I see a tremendous 
amount of hope,” Hinojosa 
said. “This is the birth of new 
formal activism. How excit-
ing that we’re actually living 
through that.”

Hinojosa’s speech attracted 
not only UI students but facul-
ty as well.

“Maria’s visit has ener-
gized and refocused our 
power as Latinx members 
of the UI campus,” said Bar-
bara Baquero, who works in 
the College of Public Health. 
“She has reminded us how 
much we bring to campus 
and the state.”

Vice President for Student 

Life Melissa Shivers said she 
was particularly struck by 
Hinojosa’s focus on speaking 
truth to power.

“The importance of not 

being afraid to use our 
power to create the type of 
community we want was a 
powerful charge for the UI,” 
Shivers said.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Journalist Maria Hinojosa addresses the audience on Monday in the College 
of Public Health Building. Hinojosa discussed lack of opportunities for peo-
ple of color and the effects of bigotry on modern culture. 

The Pedestrian Mall will 
go through some major con-
struction this year.

On Monday night, the Io-
wa City City Council agreed 
to award the contract for 
Ped Mall reconstruction to 
Portzen Construction of 
Dubuque. The base bid will 
be not quite $6.8 million with 
the addition of a stage cano-
py for the price of $637,300. 
The original estimated base 
bid was $6.8 million.

Part of the bid will haul 
the salvaged bricks to Mesk-
wakie Park to find people in-
terested in them. Originally, 
the bricks were going to be 
taken to the landfill.

“I’m glad there is a resolu-
tion to the bricks instead of 
just taking them to the land-

fill to go to waste,” Councilor 
John Thomas said.

City senior civil engineer 
Scott Sovers said the con-
struction will last for two 
construction seasons, with 
a late start date of April 30 
and a completion date of 
Oct. 31, 2019.

All of the councilors, with 
Kingsley Botchway absent, 
said they are excited about 
this project.

“The Pedestrian Mall is a 
vibrant part of our town,” 
Councilor Susan Mims 
said. “The communication 
collaboration between the 
city and business owners 
has had a huge impact on 
the businesses.”

— Maria Kuiper

Council awards 
Ped Mall bid

James Year/The Daily Iowan



CROSSROADS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Hannah stares at 
cardboard, packing tape, and 
box-cutter blades on the floor 
of her single bedroom apart-
ment in Iowa City. Inside 
the cardboard box sits a new 
Permobil power wheelchair. 
It’s a replacement for a well-
used Cash, the nickname she 
coined for her current chair 
edging into its final months 
of a seven-year run.

“I know being a queen is 
hard,” says Phic Lovan of 
National Seating and Mobil-
ity as he assembles the new 
chair. “Setting up her throne 
is hard, too.”

She rolls her eyes.
In Pella, Stella feels the 

delicate pokes of bimonth-
ly physical therapy. In an 
attempt to measure her 
strength, the in-home ther-
apist moves Stella’s hands 
and feet.

Hannah and Stella met 10 
years ago at the annual Bea-
verdash in Beaverdale, Iowa. 
The event, hosted by Cure 
SMA, is a fundraiser to fight 
the disease.

Currently, they are both at 
a crossroads.

Their families suggest 
health-care providers are 
more inhibiting than en-
abling.

For Hannah, Cash will only 
last so long. With her primary 
insurer refusing to cover an 
updated model of the current 
chair, it is uncertain whether 
she will be able to find a com-
patible replacement.

While Hannah’s search 
continues, Stella under-
goes treatment for the only 
FDA-approved medication 
for SMA, Spinraza.

The medication, approved 
in December 2016, shows 
promise in halting progres-
sion of the disease as well 
as in improving the motor 

function of infants who 
were diagnosed before 6 
months old.

Spinraza costs between 
$625,000 and $750,000 per 

year, which pitted the Turn-
bull family in a yearlong bat-
tle with insurers over who 
should cover the cost.

“It’s the absolute worst 

feeling in the entire world,” 
said Stella’s mother, Sarah. 
“We’ve had to stand up for 
our child, saying her life is 
worth living.”

The Turnbull fami-
ly acreage near Pella sits on 
a vast piece of land stretch-
ing across the rolling hills 
of rural Iowa. Stella’s broth-
er, Sayer, practices football 
outside while the rest of the 
family watches from the 
front yard.

Using slight movements 
of her fingers, Stella inde-
pendently navigates her 

wheelchair across the con-
crete driveway. Her finger 
strength has improved over 
the past couple of months, 
Sarah says.

“We really have seen that 
it is working,” she said. 
“But is it enough to sell it to 
insurance?”

Though nonverbal, Stel-
la has the ability to com-
municate through the use 
of a device that reads eye 
movement. Simple phrases 

such as her name, yes and 
no, and her favorite foods 
are programmed responses 
that enable her to indicate 
what she would like to say.

Stella’s strength perse-
veres through the constant 
medical complications in 
her life. Whether she’s deal-
ing with a fungal infection 
in her finger at home or re-
ceiving a dose of Spinraza 
in the hospital, Stella’s eyes 
show a resilience that only a 

photograph could portray.
While Stella has limited ver-

bal communication, the same 
cannot be said for Hannah.

With both an incred-
ible sense of humor and 
an intense awareness of 
the world around her, the 
23-year-old has accom-
plished great strides.

In addition to her crown-
ing as Ms. Wheelchair Iowa 
2017, in February, Hannah 
published a 1,000-word story 

in Cosmopolitan on the sub-
ject of sex and disability.

Whether she is enjoying 
Iowa City’s finer eats with 
close friends or resting in 
her bedroom at home, she al-
ways finds a way to introduce 
laughter into conversation.

The subject of personal 
identity is integral to Han-
nah’s nature. She is both a 
close friend of and fierce 
advocate for those with dis-
abilities across the country.

After years of writing on 
the subject of “ableism” in 
the modern media, Hannah 
will be the first to tell you 
that she is neither a victim 
nor a host of a pity party.

“I feel much less disabled 
when I’m in my wheelchair 
than when I’m out of it,” 
she said.

For Hannah and Stella, 
there are decisions in the fore-
seeable future that will have 
great impact on their lives. 

Come April 27, Stel-
la will receive this year’s final 
dose of Spinraza. At five dos-
es in fewer than six months, 
she’s endured countless trips 
to Iowa City and Madison, 
Wisconsin, for medical con-
sultation and treatment.

Following the final, or 
maintenance dose, she will 
undergo a physical-thera-
py evaluation to determine 
whether the medication has 
halted progression of the 
disorder.

Sarah is quite hopeful for a 
positive evaluation, providing 

the family with another year 
of insurance coverage for the 
expensive treatment.

Meanwhile, Hannah has 
yet to make up her mind on 
whether she will pursue the 
Spinraza route.

Clinical trials of the medi-
cation were primarily offered 
to patients ranging between 
toddler and preteen years. At 
23, Hannah does not know 
what the side effects of the 
drug at her age might be.

After having been accepted 
to the University of Kansas 
and University of Missou-
ri-Kansas City for graduate 
school, she is also unsure of 

whether the surgical process 
will require an extensive re-
covery period.

Both graduate schools offer 
her a full-ride scholarship to 
study and teach. After years 
of extensive work, Hannah 
has earned her right to reach 
beyond the limits of Iowa City 
and the University of Iowa.

But pursuing Spinraza is 
still up in the air, she said.

“I told myself I wasn’t go-
ing to do it, and I told other 
people I wasn’t going to do it,” 
she said. “What would be real-
ly great is if I went back on my 
word. There’s something very 
powerful in that.” 

‘I FEEL MUCH LESS DISABLED WHEN I’M IN MY WHEELCHAIR 
THAN WHEN I’M OUT OF IT.’ —  HANNAH SOYER, 23

FOR HANNAH AND STELLA, THERE ARE DECISIONS IN THE FORESEEABLE 
  FUTURE THAT WILL HAVE GREAT IMPACT ON THEIR LIVES. 

1: TOP) Hannah Soyer’s friend and helper Ashley Joseph adjusts Hannah’s jacket before heading out for a 
friend’s birthday dinner in Iowa City. 1: BOTTOM) Stella Turnbull receives a dose of sedative before her Spin-
raza injection at the Stead Family Children’s Hospital in Iowa City. 6: TOP) Stella prepares to receive her third 
dose of Spinraza at the Stead Family Children’s Hospital in Iowa City. 6: MIDDLE LEFT) Mike Hoenig, Program 
Coordinator for PATV’s Hello, It’s Us, introduces himself to Stella at the PATV studio in Iowa City. 6: MIDDLE 
RIGHT) Hannah and her helper Ashley take a nap at Hannah’s apartment on Washington Street. 
6: BOTTOM) Hannah’s helper Cole Wilson runs water through her hair. (Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan)
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BY JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

The Iowa women’s golf team 
is back on the course in Texas 
this week, competing in the 
Bruzzy Challenge in Carroll-
ton, Texas.

The tournament, taking 
place at Maridoe Golf Club, 
started Monday with the first 
two rounds.

While they may not have 
been what Iowa hoped for, the 
Hawkeyes are in better shape 
then they were at this point in 
last week’s tournament. Cur-
rently, the Hawkeyes sit in 13th 
place among 15 teams, finish-
ing their two rounds with a 633 
(57-over).

Their scores from the first 
two rounds were nearly iden-
tical; they shot a 316 (27-over 
par) in the first round and a 
317 (29-over par) in the second 
round.

The Hawkeyes have a long 
way to climb from the 13th spot; 
the team above them, North 
Texas, is 10 strokes better.

The one shining star in 
the Lone Star State for the 
Hawkeyes is freshman Rachel 
Fujitani. She was Iowa’s top 
finisher last week, riding two 
solid rounds in the final rounds 
of the Arizona State Invitation-

al, and she is Iowa’s top finisher 
through two rounds this week.

In Texas, Fujitani has a 150 
(6-over), good enough to tie for 
10th.

The second round was 
stronger than her first; she fol-
lowed a 76 (4-over) first round 
with a 74.

Iowa’s next two golfers on 
the leaderboard are Jessica Ip 
and Shawn Rennegarbe, who 
finished with identical scores. 
Ip had the better first round 
and Rennegarbe had the better 
second round, and they fin-
ished at 161, good for 62nd.

The other two Hawkeyes 
competing are Kristin Glesne 
and Elisa Suarez.

Glesne is tied for 74th with 
a two-round score of 168, and 
Suarez swung for a 170, good 
for 77th.

Hawkeye Morgan Kukla also 
competed as an individual. She 
racked up a two-round score of 
165 to put her in 72nd place.

It may not have been the 
rounds the Hawkeyes had 
hoped for, but improvement 
is definitely there, and anoth-
er strong performance from 
Fujitani certainly inspires 
hope.

The Hawkeyes will try to 
move up the leaderboard to-
day, teeing off at 8:30 a.m.
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For Your Safety. . .

Don’t text while
crossing the street!

Brought to you by

split out wide, in the slot, on 
the line of scrimmage — in 
an effort to keep opposing 

defenses guessing.
“My thing is, I like being 

all over the field,” Fant said. 
“I like being split out, I like 
being on the line … it var-
ies the offense, and it gives 
the defense different looks 
as far as what we’re going 

to do. I wouldn’t say I like 
being out in the slot more 
than I like being in the line 
because they’re both my nat-
ural positions … I do like the 
variability in our offense.”

It’s safe to assume Fant 
will appear all over the field 

this coming season, because 
he possesses the speed to 
burn linebackers and the 
physicality to muscle with 
defensive backs.

Fant said that since Iowa’s 
postseason concluded, he’s 
worked to build strength 
while maintaining his 
speed, which is easier said 
than done.

“I knew I needed to get 
bigger,” Fant said. “I needed 
to keep gaining weight, but 
it’s a process, and I didn’t 
want to put too much weight 
on with losing speed. All the 
credit goes to our strength 
program.”

Fant is currently listed at 

241 pounds.

Year two of Brian Fer-
entz

Last season in year No. 1 
of Ferentz directing the of-
fense, the Hawkeye aerial at-
tack scored 27 touchdowns, 
and the ground game scored 
17 times.

Despite inconsistencies, 
there was a noticeable dif-
ference under the new co-
ordinator, specifically with 
quarterback Nate Stanley, 
who enters his second sea-
son under center after fin-
ishing one touchdown shy 
of tying the single-season 

school record.
The consensus remains 

that with one season under 
their belts, the Hawkeyes are 
having an easier time grasp-
ing Ferentz’s system.

“You don’t have to relearn 
a language … it’s all familiar 
stuff,” Stanley said. “The in-
stalling has been a lot easier 
for a lot of guys. Just con-
tinuing to understand the 
concepts of why we’re doing 
what we’re doing has come a 
lot easier … Everything’s in-
tertwined, whether it be a re-
ceiver or the offensive line.”

Stanley noted that he’s 
had more freedom in the of-
fense this offseason.

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The Hawkeyes continue to struggle, but there are a few bright spots, among them freshman Rachel Fujitani.

Women’s golf falters in Texas tourney

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Iowa golfer Kristin Glesne near the Hoak Practice Facility at Finkbine on Sept. 14, 2017. 

Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa tight end Noah Fant (87) catches a touchdown pass during the Pinstripe Bowl in Yankee Stadium on Dec. 27, 
2017. The Hawkeyes won, 27-20. 
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five U14 and U16 Interna-
tional events.

It wasn’t just his ability on 
the court that helped secure 
a spot on the Iowa team, 
though.

“I liked his personality,” 
Wilson said. “He had a lot 
of questions about Iowa … 
I knew he was going to be 
a good fit here, because he 
cared about the things we 
look for in student-athletes.”

For Davies, the decision to 
come to Iowa was easy. After 
studying business in En-
gland, he knew finance was 
the career path he wanted 
to pursue and found Iowa’s 
program intriguing.

The Tippie College of 
Business accepted the Nor-
wich, England, native as 

a direct-admit student, 
meaning he could immedi-
ately dive into his business 
career. Unlike many college 
athletes, the freshman’s first 
semester balance between 
tennis and school came ef-
fortlessly.

“I found it fine last semes-
ter,” he said. “This semester 
is more of a challenge … Ob-
viously, we’re traveling every 
other weekend, so it’s just 
staying on top of things.”

The majority of Davies’ 
junior doubles career was 
spent alongside classmate 
Joe Tyler, but after arriv-
ing at Iowa, Wilson paired 
him with freshman Piotr 
Smietana. The two quick-
ly adapted to each other’s 
playing styles after a whim-
sical pairing during the fall 
season.

With those two being last 
two players without doubles 
partners, Wilson and assis-

tant coach Matt Hagan de-
cided to give the tandem a 
try to see what happened. 
After some minor adjust-
ments, Davies and Smieta-
na found their groove.

“We work really well to-
gether,” Davies said. “He’s 
more solid from the back, 
and I like getting forward, 
so I let him do the tough 
work, and I just put the ball 
away at the net.”

Davies and Smietana 
now have the No. 40 spot 
in the International Tennis 
Association doubles rank-
ings, and the freshman duo 
boasts a 16-5 record, 2-1 in 
conference play.

“Going off him being 
a freshman and winning 
right now at [No.] 5 and 6 in 
the lineup, that’s really im-
pressive to see where he is,” 
Hagan said. “I think the sky 
is the limit for him. I only 
see him getting better.”

I underestimated the Wild-
cats, and for that, I’m sorry, 
Coach Wright.

But my preconceived no-
tions aren’t unique. Many had 
Nova winning it all this sea-
son, but a majority featured 
such teams as Duke, Michi-

gan State, Kansas, Virginia, 
and North Carolina, because 
these are the teams we asso-
ciate with greatness in college 
basketball.

They land the top athletes 
and have some of the top 
coaches in the country, much 
less in history. But Villanova 
has both.

Wright will go down as one 
of the best coaches in history 
by the time he calls it quits. 

Book it. What he’s done at Vil-
lanova, winning two champi-
onships in three seasons and 
failing to lose more than five 
games each year for the past 
fives seasons, that’s historical.

The Wildcat duo of Jalen 
Brunson and Mikal Bridges, 
combined with Donte DiVin-
cenzo, Omri Spellman, Eric 
Paschall, and Phil Booth, re-
mains the country’s top core, 
the best coached unit in all of 

college basketball.
The Wildcats are not a Pow-

er 5 school, and I think that’s 
a knock on them when it 
comes to suggesting why they 
wouldn’t succeed in March.

The Big East is arguably 
the top basketball conference 
in the country, let’s engrain 
that in our brains. Only two 
teams finished the season 
with records below .500, and 
seven of the 10 teams in the 

conference finished with 21 
wins or better.

It’s time we insert Villano-
va among the likes of Duke 
and North Carolina. As of 
late, no team has won the 
championship twice in three 
seasons since Billy Donovan’s 
Florida squad won back-to-
back championships in 2006 
and 2007.

Villanova isn’t going any-
where — I think that’s a safe 

assumption — but this team 
is doing things unlike any 
other program in the nation. 
And it’s about damn time we 
recognize the Wildcats as the 
hands-down best group in 
the country.

Keep counting out Villano-
va in your brackets. I made 
that mistake, but I won’t do 
that again.

You can take that as a 
promise, Coach Wright.

TENNIS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

BASKETBALL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan
Iowa tennis player Will Davies returns a shot during a match against Cornell on March 2. Davies won the match (6-0, 
6-4), but the Big Red defeated the Hawkeyes (4-3).



Baseball announces 
time change

Iowa baseball announced 
a change to its schedule on 
Monday.

The Hawkeyes’ home contest 
against Grand View on Wednes-
day, originally slated for 6:05 
p.m., has been moved to 3:05 
p.m. that day.

The game was moved up due 
to cold temperatures slated for 
the original time.

Iowa enters Wednesday’s 
game with a 16-9 record, while 
Grand View has a 12-14 mark.
The Hawkeyes are coming off 
a series victory against No. 25 
Illinois over the weekend, while 
the Vikings will be coming off a 
doubleheader against Benedic-
tine today.

The Hawkeye bats aim to 
have a breakout game against 
the Vikings, as recent success 
against the Illini would hint.

Chris Whelan, only 11 games 
into his season after com-
ing back from Tommy John 
surgery, is Iowa’s leadoff man, 
hitting .383. Robert Neustrom, 

tabbed as the 
Big Ten Player 
of the Year 
during the 
preseason, is 
hitting .347, 
while catcher 
Tyler Cropley 
commands 
the sec-

ond-highest batting average on 
the team at .356.

Football’s Noah Fant 
ready for next season 

BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Iowa’s offense was hit or miss last season, but 
when it was clicking, it was sure hard to stop — 
just ask Ohio State.

One of Iowa’s focal points — tight end Noah 
Fant — will try to make a leap in production in 
his third season with the program. Fant caught 

30 passes last season, totaling 494 yards and a 
team-leading 11 touchdowns — a breakthrough 
season for the hybrid player in offensive coordi-
nator Brian Ferentz’s system.

But there’s always room to improve, both 
when it comes to blocking and receiving.

“I can definitely get better in the run game 
— I always want to improve my run blocking,” 
he said. “That’s something I try to focus on, 

the finer techniques of different ways you can 
block.

“As far as running routes, I want to get my 
routes more crisp than they were last season.”

Last season, Ferentz said having a player 
such as Fant in the system is so valuable. The 
coordinator could move him all over the field — 

BY LAUREN JIMMERSON
lauren-jimmerson@uiowa.edu

Men’s tennis head coach Ross Wilson de-
votes the majority of late winter to spring 
recruiting prospective players from all over 
the world.

In April 2016, Wilson flew oversees to Eu-
rope in pursuit of three young tennis players, 
including now-Iowa freshman Will Davies. 
After countless conversations with Wilson, 
Davies committed to continue his tennis ca-
reer as a Hawkeye.

“He came to Portugal and the UK twice to 
come and see me, so that’s a big factor really 
why I’m here,” Davies said. “He showed a lot 
of dedication in trying to get me here.”

Prior to his time at Iowa, Davies devel-
oped his tennis skills in numerous tourna-
ments throughout the United Kingdom. He 
was named National U12 British Clay Court 
champion, came in second in singles and 
doubles at the British National U14 Cham-
pionships, and represented Great Britain in 

SEE TENNIS, 9

Davies finds the 
perfect match
Men’s tennis coach Ross Wilson travels the world, searching 
for talent, and the world delivers.

Villanova is 
here to stay
For those who counted out 
Villanova, including me, 
that was a big mistake — the 
Wildcats aren’t going anywhere.

I think the National Championship settled it.
Not only is Villanova is the best team in college 

basketball, it’s the next true blueblood, whether it 
gets the recognition it deserves or not.

Jay Wright, the head coach of the Wildcats, has 
now won two NCAA Championships in the past 
three seasons. That’s as many as Duke’s Mike 
Krzyzewski and North Carolina’s Roy Williams 
each have in the past 10 years.

Villanova flat-out smacked every team during 
its smooth sailing to the title. The closest game 
was a 12-point win over five-seed West Virgin-
ia. Other than that, Villanova faced virtually no 
speed bumps.

It’s not like the Wildcats failed to play quality 
teams. Villanova beat 16-seed Radford, nine-seed 
Alabama (so much for those Colin-Sexton-is-go-
ing-to-run-the-tables talk), five-seed West Vir-
ginia, three-seed Texas Tech, one-seed Kansas, 
and three-seed Michigan.

When the bracket came out, I didn’t have Villa-
nova winning it all, and I’m ashamed to say so. I 
made two brackets, with Duke winning one and 
Michigan State winning the other. Why?

Obviously, both are quality teams, but these 
are teams that seem to flip the switch come 
tournament time, and they both have legendary 
coaches.

SEE BASKETBALL, 9

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Hawkeye freshmen Will Davies and Piotr Smietana celebrate against Illinois on March 31 at the Hawkeye Tennis & 
Recreation Complex. Smietana and Davies went 6-6, unfinished, in their doubles match. 
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HAWKEYE UPDATES

STAT OF THE DAY

27

The Iowa women’s golf team 
has faced 27 top-25 teams 
so far this season.

“I think the sky is 
the limit for him. I 
only see him getting 
better.

— Assistant 
men’s tennis 

coach Matt 
Hagan on Will 

Davies

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

After one season with offensive coordinator Brian Ferentz under their belts, Iowa’s 
Noah Fant and Nate Stanley hope to make big leaps in their play heading into the 2018 

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Iowa tight end Noah Fant scores a touchdown during Iowa’s game against North Texas in Kinnick on Sept. 16, 2017. Iowa won, 31-14.

top-25 teams

ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Player of the Week
Bren Spillane, 1B, Illinois
• Finished 8-for-11 in four 
games
• 7 RBIs and 5 home runs

Pitcher of the Week
Quin Lavelle, LHP, 
Northwestern
• Threw a complete game 
shutout against Maryland
• Careers highs in innings 
pitched (9) and strikeouts (8)

Freshman of the Week
Jesse Franklin, IF/OF, 
Michigan
• 7 RBIs, 2 home runs in four 
wins
• 8 hits, batted .500 over the 
week

BIG 10 
BASEBALL 
AWARDS

Player of the Week
Tera Blanco, 1B/RHP, 
Michigan
• 3 home runs, 10 RBIs
• 3 hits, 2 home runs against 
Purdue (second multi-home 
run game of career)

Pitcher and Co-Freshman of 
the Week
Meghan Beaubien, LHP, 
Michigan
• 4-0 last week, only allowing 
2 hits and 25 strikeouts in 17.1 
innings
• No-hitter in series opener 
against Purdue

Co-Freshman of the Week
Rachel Lewis, 2B, 
Northwestern
• 3 home runs, 8 RBIs in five 
conference games
• 2 home runs in opener 
against Illinois

BIG 10 
SOFTBALL 
AWARDS

Neustrom

COLUMN
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