
BY SARAH WATSON
sarah-e-watson@uiowa.edu

Envision Iowa, one of four campaigns run-
ning in the University of Iowa Student Gov-
ernment election, hopes to bring new faces to 
lead the organization.

Presidential hopeful Kyle Apple is running 
atop the ticket with vice-presidential candi-
date Lucee Laursen [a DI columnist] and 21 
senatorial candidates to lead UISG in the 
2018-19 academic year.

The party’s platform includes solutions 

related to funding, safety, diversity, govern-
ment relations, tuition affordability, and sus-
tainability, and the ticket highlights its acces-
sibility solutions.

“One thing that is unique about us is that 
none of us are involved in student govern-
ment,” Apple said. “We really want to devolve 
that power back to the students, and we want 
to be their representatives, we don’t want to 
be our own representatives.”

As a part of the outreach plan, Laursen said, 

Back and better 
than ever
Iowa baseball Friday starting 
pitcher Nick Allgeyer sat out 
all last season as he recovered 
from Tommy John surgery. 
Rather than take it as a disap-
pointment, Allgeyer viewed his 
surgery as an opportunity to 
get better, and he’s followed 
through with a vengeance.  
Sports, 8

The Daily Iowan is on 
your Snapchat 
Discover page 
Tune in to get local date ideas, 
see tips on how to stay focused, 
and learn how to make gourmet 
popsicles. Scan this code after 
11 a.m. today to watch and 
subscribe.

Apologies and an 
investigation follow a 
resurfaced tweet in the 
UISG election
UISG presidential hopeful Kyle 
Apple of the Envision Iowa party 
apologized for a 2015 tweet 
that resurfaced about replacing 
Andrew Jackson on the $20 
bill. His ticket has submitted a  
complaint of an election-code 
violation in response to posts 
by an account associated with 
Surge, another party running in 
the election. Visit daily-iowan.
com for the full story.

Softball needs to fine-
tune its defensive
Big Ten play is upon Iowa soft-
ball, as the Hawkeyes host one 
of their toughest opponents 
this season: Michigan. Iowa will 
have its hands full with Wolver-
ine pitcher Meghan Beaubien, 
who commands a 0.90 ERA and 
a 15-2 record, holding oppo-
nents to a .133 batting average. 
Sports, 8

Hawkeye gymnastics 
seasons wind down
The GymHawks are competing 
in the Big Ten Championships, 
while the men gymnasts duke it 
out in their final regular-season 
contest, facing Minnesota and 
Nebraska. Sports, 8

Column: No executions 
for drug dealers
President Trump should seek 
more ethical, humane ways 
to deal with America’s drug 
problem. Opinions, 4

SEE ENVISION, 2

Envision Iowa ticket 
promises new ideas 
Members of Envision Iowa, one of four tickets running in the 
UISG election, aim to bring fresh faces to the organization.

Students 
Care assists 
classmates 
with disabilities
Three UI students started a 
nonprofit to provide student-
to-student home care for those 
with disabilities.
BY PAUL ELWELL
james-elwell@uiowa.edu

After firsthand experience with unreliable and 
inadequate home-care providers in Iowa City, 
Michael Penniman, 25, and two friends decided 
to take control of the situation.

In 2012, while attending Kirkwood Community 
College, an injury rendered Penniman a quadri-
plegic. After several years of recovery, he returned 
to college as a sophomore at the University of Io-
wa in 2016.

While attending college, Penniman had to so-
licit private home-care agencies to receive the as-
sistance throughout the day that he requires. The 
care he received was insufficient at best, he said.

“I started by reaching out to every home-care 
agency I could, over a dozen, every one in Iowa 
City and several in Cedar Rapids,” Penniman 
said. “My needs were never met, I was constantly 
losing employees. It was a cycle of never getting 
enough care or the quality of care that I needed.”

For his first semester at the UI, Penniman re-
lied on these providers until friend Peter Easler 
began attending a semester later. Easler assisted 
Penniman when providers were absent and was 
eventually hired to be his primary caregiver.

Easler began getting friends involved to fur-
ther assist Penniman, including Jacob Newcomb, 
a sophomore at the UI.

One day, Newcomb was scheduled to assist 
Penniman at 3 p.m. after a provider helped him 
get out of bed and begin his day. Newcomb re-

SEE NONPROFIT, 2
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Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan
Envision Iowa vice-presidential candidate Lucee Laursen speaks during an interview with the DI in the Adler Journal-
ism Building on Wednesday.

UISG hopefuls discuss 
issues in VP debate

BY ANDY MITCHELL
andrew-mitchell@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa Student Gov-
ernment vice-presidential hopefuls 
convened for a debate in the Main 
Library Shambaugh Auditorium on 
Monday evening. 

The candidates, Student Col-
lective’s Marshall Payne, Envision 
Iowa’s Lucee Laursen [a DI colum-
nist], Surge’s Heath Schintler, and 
Empower Iowa’s Nate Robinson 

answered questions  about afford-
ability, justice and equity, health and 
safety, and more personal questions. 

The questions started off with 
handling the matter of financial 
hardship in light of the expected 
tuition increases as a result of state 
budget cuts. 

Laursen proposed a tuition 
freeze, meaning the tuition fresh-
men see would be the same as their 
tuition as seniors.

Schintler said affordability goes 

beyond just tuition and proposed 
looking at textbook costs and ex-
panding the Food Pantry. 

The candidates offered different 
perspectives on where student-ac-
tivity fees would be better allocated. 
Laursen and Robinson discussed 
how funding for student minority 
groups have trouble getting fund-
ing. Laursen said Asian communi-
ty groups received only $500 over 
a year in funding. Robinson spoke 
from experience how organizations 

for students of color have trouble 
seeing funding.

“Many times students of color and 
their groups go under the radar,” he 
said. “Everyone deserves to have 
their passions and cultures high-
lighted on campus.”

Schintler and Payne expressed 
interest in helping groups that work 
with the community. 

All four of the candidates spoke 

SEE DEBATE, 2

Candidates spoke about sexual assault, food insecurity, and rising tuition in Shambaugh Auditorium.

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Vice-presidential candidates Marshall Payne of Student Collective (left), Nate Robinson of Empower Iowa (center), and Heath Schintler of Surge answer questions on campus 
issues during the UISG VP debate in Shambaugh Auditorium on Thursday. The candidates discussed their strategies in bettering student life and improving university programs. 

Tune in for LIVE updates
Campus and city news, weather, 
and Hawkeye sports coverage 
every day at 8:30 a.m. at 
daily-iowan.com.



ceived a call from Penniman 
at 1 p.m., saying that he was 
still in bed and that the pro-
vider was a no-show.

That was the last straw 
for the group. After discus-
sion, the three decided they 
would no longer work in 
tandem with local provid-
ers. The three cofounded 
a nonprofit organization 
called Students Care.

The objective of Students 
Care is twofold. First, to 
provide reliable, profes-
sional care to students at 
the UI, using only fellow 
students as caregivers. Sec-
ond, to facilitate friend-
ships and awareness among 
students with disabilities 
and those without.

“We want people with 

disabilities to be taken care 
of by students, but we also 
want the students who come 
in to have experience with 
a disabled student,” New-
comb said. “There is a lack of 
awareness in our community 
about students with disabili-
ties, and that’s unfortunate.”

Students Care now has 
more than 15 employees, as-
sisting two clients. Not a sin-
gle shift has been missed.

The group attributes this to 
its client-to-client structure, 
which allows it to tailor sched-
ules and caregivers to fit the 
specific needs of the clients.

“People reach out to me 
all of the time; finding new 
helpers is easy,” Easler said. 
“That’s not our problem at the 
moment, and I don’t think 
we’ll ever run into that prob-
lem, given the nature of the 
work that’s being done.”

There are two tiers of 

workers at Students Care, 
volunteer and paid. However, 
most students who contact 
the group aren’t interested 
in the money. Easler said this 
is an end goal, as the group 
wants to find ways to rely less 
on Medicaid waiver funds 
and donations.

Students Care has plans to 
expand to other universities, 
the first being Iowa State, 
where Easler is in contact 
with a friend.

“We’re starting small, we 
want to get it perfect and 
professional here, then ex-
pand to Iowa State and get 
it perfect and professional 
there, then figure out how the 
management from here to 
ISU works,” Newcomb said. 
“Long run, if everything goes 
perfectly, I don’t see why this 
couldn’t be at multiple schools 
across the country. It’s a lack, 
and it’s a need.”

the members aim to require 
senators to log office hours 
and invite student groups 
to participate in round-ta-
ble discussions and UISG 
meetings.

“We want to change the 
precedence that’s been set 
that you have to reach out 
to UISG,” Laursen said. 
“We want to reach out to 
you. We want to represent 
what you want.”

Specific policies the 
group hopes to focus on 
include adding more blue-
light security systems 
off-campus and expanding 
the Nite Ride system to pri-

oritize student safety.
“What we would like to 

see is having them off-cam-
pus as well, specifically 
around sorority houses, 
[near] downtown residen-
tial areas, some areas that 
are highly populated by col-
lege students,” Apple said.

In the fight for tuition 
affordability and predict-
ability, the group plans to 
advocate for a student rep-
resentative from the Uni-
versity of Iowa to be on the 
state Board of Regents.

One of the group’s plans 
for diversity include more 
funding for multicultural 
organizations and for a pro-
gram that would network 
multicultural and tradition-
al organizations.

Senatorial candidate Ry-

an McDaniel said he joined 
Envision Iowa because of its 
dedication to diversity, and 
he wanted to help champion 
connection to multicultural 
organizations on campus.  

“The reason I’m getting 
into student government is 
that there’s a lot of portions 
of me and my identity and 
how I’ve been involved on 
this campus that I feel are 
very underrepresented,” 
McDaniel said. “We can re-
ally build a bridge through 
that gap so that all parts of 
this campus can feel like 
home for our students.”

The sophomore is an en-
gineering student and a 
resident assistant for the 
UI’s first LGBTQ Learning 
and Living Community in 
the dorms.

“I’m an advocate for a lot 
of communities that are tra-
ditionally marginalized, and 
I want to make those mean-
ingful changes that will add 
to visibility,” he said.

One of Envision Iowa’s 
campaign platforms in-
cludes relaxing the greek 
life alcohol moratorium 
while still prioritizing stu-
dent safety. Twelve of the 
21 senatorial candidates 
highlight involvement in a 

sorority or fraternity.
Despite not logging in 

nearly any UISG experience, 
the group members say they 
bring a refreshing perspective 
from outside the organiza-
tion.

“I think what we lack in 
UISG experience, we make 
up for in the fact that we 
have experience on this cam-
pus, being in organizations 
that may or may not have al-
ready been involved in UISG 

previously. So more than 
anything we bring new voic-
es,” Laursen said.

Apple received criticism 
Wednesday after a 2015 tweet 
of his surfaced on social media 
disparaging the idea of replac-
ing Andrew Jackson on the $20 
bill. He has since apologized 
for the tweet, and the ticket 
has filed an election-code vio-
lation in response. The investi-
gation is ongoing; it is unclear 
whether there was a violation.

out against the recent vandal-
ism promoting white suprem-
acy on community murals and 
symbols of unity. 

“The university represents 
a community, and as a com-
munity, we can’t have hate 
become a backbone,” Payne 
said. “So if anyone does 
these acts, we need to find 

who’s responsible and re-
move them from campus as 
quickly as possible.”

He advocated a zero-tol-
erance policy on those acts 
and proposed a constituen-
cy seat for Muslim students, 
a group he found to be 
among the least represent-
ed, to help educate the com-
munity and prevent hate 
crimes from occurring. 

“There are hundreds, if not 
thousands, of different identi-
ties on this campus,” Schintler 

said. “It should be our duty as 
a representative body at the 
University of Iowa that we 
represent as many of those 
identities as possible.”

The candidates also tack-
led the issue of sexual assault 
on campus. One in 5 female 
students have faced sexual 
assault on UI campus, ac-
cording to the most recent 
Speak Out survey of 2015, 
to which only 9.3 percent of 
campus responded.

Laursen said that as a sex-

ual-assault survivor herself, 
she related to the experiences 
of other survivors. She ad-
vocated for more resources 
toward services such as Nite 
Ride to make sure students 
get home safely at night and 
include the greater Iowa City 
community, such as local 
business owners, to take the 
It’s On Us pledge.

“I know just how difficult 
that can be and how unsafe 
you feel everywhere you go,” 
Laursen said. “I think that 

what we can do here is set 
a standard for how people 
should be handling sexual as-

sault for the rest of the state, 
the rest of the nation, and the 
rest of the world.”
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REALITY BITE

Thomas A. Stewart/The Daily Iowan
UI freshman Conrad Beech enjoys a fried chicken sandwich near the Main Library on Thursday. “Just grabbing a sandwich before my class in Adler,” Beech said.

NONPROFIT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
(From left) Peter Easler, Michael Penniman, and Jacob Newcomb pose for portraits outside Burge on Thursday. Easler, 
Penniman, and Newcomb are UI students starting a nonprofit to assist students with disabilities. It was inspired by 
Penniman, a junior at the UI who was paralyzed in 2012 and received inadequate care from professionals. The idea is 
to provide payment to UI students who are willing to assist disabled classmates.
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Executions the wrong route for drug control

Having proved, in short order, that she isn’t up to the job, the next Cabinet member to leave should be DeVos.

Betsy DeVos: the wrong person, wrong time 

On Monday, President 
Trump renewed his call for a 
“no tolerance” drug-offense 
policy, giving drug traffick-
ers the death penalty. Per-
haps even more disturbingly, 
Trump praised the handling 
of drug offenders in the Phil-
ippines and China, in which 
extrajudicial killings and a 
disregard for the rule of law 
are the norm. The Trump 
administration walked this 
rhetoric back somewhat, 
clarifying that it will pursue 
the death penalty when ap-
propriate under the current 
law. Trump’s infatuation with 
tough-on-crime rhetoric is a 
dangerous harking back to 
the failed policies of the War 
on Drugs.

The U.S. does have a drug 
problem. The Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy 
estimates that $100 billion 
worth of illegal drugs were 
sold in the U.S. in 2013. Per-

haps an even more pressing 
threat is prescription-drug 
abuse, fueling the rise in 
opioid overdoses. Therein 
lies the first problem with 
Trump’s rhetoric. He wants to 
hold folks who cause indirect 
deaths accountable through 
the death penalty, but the 
largest supplier of drugs that 
people overdose on is Big 
Pharma. While prescription 
drugs are legal, revelations in 
past years have shown gross 
negligence and pill-pushing 
practices among some of the 
largest, most profitable U.S. 
pharmaceutical companies. 
Why should pushing pills 
through unscrupulous means 
be treated differently from 
some small-time drug push-
er? No one is calling for the 
execution of pharmaceutical 
executives, understandably.

If we want to deter drug 
abuse and overdose, we 
need to start with stricter 
laws and policing pharma-
ceutical companies and opi-
oid medications.

If Trump wants fewer 
drugs on the street, the death 
penalty is both an impracti-
cal and ineffective deterrent. 
There is no conclusive evi-
dence to suggest the death 
penalty reduces the num-
bers of crimes committed. 

Even if it did, the rest of the 
world is moving beyond the 
death penalty. The U.S. can’t 
even get the necessary drugs 
for executions still pending, 
as many foreign drug com-
panies will not produce the 
drugs necessary or won’t sell 
them for our purposes. Exe-
cutions are costlier than life 
in prison and ineffective as 
a form of deterrent. Beyond 
the practical, executions are 
a barbaric and immoral form 
of punishment that promotes 
excessive state power and has 
led to the death of innocent 
people. According to a study 
by Proceedings of the Nation-
al Academy of Sciences, one 
in 25 people executed in the 
U.S. are innocent.

Going after the suppliers 
is only one part of the equa-
tion. The real effort has to 
be focusing on the demand. 
There is no way to complete-
ly stop the supply of drugs; 
there will always be a sup-
plier if the demand is there. 
Remove the demand, and 
you remove any incentive to 
import drugs. Rehabilitation 
services must be expanded in 
the U.S. if we want to effec-
tively deal with drug abuse 
and overdoses. The best way 
to go about doing this is first 
by offering drug rehabilita-

tion and counseling services 
through Medicare and Med-
icaid. Treatment is not easy 
or cheap, so without subsi-
dies, people will not seek, or 
be able to afford, any course 
of action that will free them 
from their addiction.

Instead of looking to auto-

cratic societies that execute 
drug offenders without due 
process, Trump should look at 
the real drug-control success 
stories of the world, such as 
Portugal. After legalizing all 
drugs in 2001 and providing 
rehabilitation and counseling 
services, Portugal has seen 

a dramatic drop in overdose 
deaths, HIV infections, and 
drug-related offenses. An em-
pathetic approach that treats 
addicts like humans and pro-
actively shrinks the demand 
for illicit drugs are the best 
way for the U.S. to tackle its 
drug habits.

COLUMN

Betsy DeVos has become a 
household name; all she is good 
for is talk. She’s proven she 
has no clue what she’s talking 
about time and time again, 
most recently on “60 Minutes.” 
She is extremely good at being 
one-dimensional and great at 
parroting her talking points.

For most of us who have 
graduated from high school or 
don’t have kids, it’s hard to care 
about DeVos’ core agenda re-
garding K-12 education. Fortu-
nately for us, DeVos is her own 
worst enemy. She is completely 
hands-off and refuses to offer 
aid and structure, which leads 

to a dead end. She applies this 
same methodology to public 
higher education as well.

The worst she’s done to in-
stitutes of higher education 
in her yearlong tenure is re-
peal and redefine rules about 
civil-rights and sexual-assault 
cases. But even then, many uni-
versities have taken a hard line 
and assured students of their 
dedication to pursue the cases 
as before. What’s frightening 
is what DeVos will do in the fu-
ture, because it’s clear she does 
not believe in public education.

Funding public higher ed-
ucation is taking a hit, and 
we here in Iowa know that 
all too well, as well as the af-
termath of tuition hikes. The 
University of Iowa and Iowa 
State University must cut $11 
million from their budgets 
midyear. If DeVos continues 
on her crusade and starts 
taking action, funding for 
public schools, universities, 
and colleges will disappear.

This problem is not only here 
in Iowa. Higher education has 
taken funding cuts across the 
nation. This not only affects 
the crucial research and ex-
change of information but the 
education of the future of this 
nation. What will the secretary 
do about this? The answer is 
simple: nothing, because it 
doesn’t fit her one-dimension-
al agenda. If she wants to be an 
advocate for students (which 
she repeats again and again), 
this would be perfect time to 
ask states to prioritize educa-
tion funding.

The one thing DeVos has 
proved well is her elitism. She 
treats education at all levels 
as a commodity and privilege, 
not a right. She has no clue 
how important public educa-
tion is, let alone education in 
general. She doesn’t visit un-
derperforming schools, thinks 
historically black colleges and 
universities are pioneers of 
school choice, and can’t even 

give you data about the ideas 
she advocates for.

Her mantra is “invest in stu-
dents,” but how can you invest 
in them when you don’t believe 
in funding the buildings they 
go to, the educators who teach 
them, or the curricula they 
learn? All these factors are vital 
to students’ learning. Every-
day citizens know that, so it’s 
shocking that the U.S. secre-
tary of education doesn’t.

Education isn’t just about 
what you learn, it’s also 
about forming relationships 
and gaining life skills. This 
is true from kindergarten all 
the way to graduate school. 
We not only need funding 
for programming, research, 
curricula, and buildings but 
funding for educators. We 
need to support them, and 
we need an education sec-
retary who believes in them 
and the institutions they 
work for and represent.

Students and the system 

of public education need an 
advocate who will not only 
vocally support them but ac-
tually fight for them. DeVos 
is not that person. As long as 
she is managing education 
in this country, students 

will suffer at worst, and at 
best, nothing that needs to 
change will. It’s time for De-
Vos to admit she’s not the 
person for this job and be 
the next Cabinet member on 
the way out.

JACOB PRALL
jacob-prall@uiowa.edu

MICHELLE KUMAR
michelle-kumar@uiowa.edu

Olivier Douliery/Abaca Press/TNS
President Donald Trump speaks in the South Court Auditorium of the White House on Thursday.

GUEST OPINION

Envision Iowa wants to empower UI students to be more involved with student government.

Vote Envision Iowa to involve and empower students 
We at Envision Iowa be-

lieve the student body is 
worth more than just a num-
ber. We believe that every 
single student at Iowa should 
be involved in student gov-
ernment. Every single stu-
dent should feel as if her or 
his voice is heard. Right now, 
not all students are well-rep-
resented, not all students feel 
that their voices matter, and 
we are here to change that.

We at Envision Iowa want 
to create a new standard. We 
want to solve this problem by 
reaching out to the students. 
It is unacceptable that stu-
dents are expected to make 
the first move. Envision Iowa 
senators are ready to take full 
advantage of their positions. 
They want to hold office hours 
for YOU, the students. Every 
week, students will be invited 
to come into the UISG office 

and talk to their senators.
Envision Iowa’s ticket does 

not stem from previous UISG 
representation. We are a 
group of passionate students 
who come from all areas of 
campus. One thing we have 
in common: All of us have re-
alized a similar issue, which 
is a very small number of 
students know about student 
government, the effect it has 
on them, and the benefits of 

getting involved.
We believe that with a stu-

dent government in control of 
a large amount of student-fee 
dollars, more students should 
feel the urge to be involved 
and be aware.

Also, different from other 
tickets, we strongly believe 
the initiatives we are push-
ing for should be universal 
initiatives that every student 
at Iowa can get behind. This 

is what ultimately will unite 
us as a student body to create 
change that affects everyone, 
such as tuition.

Our main focuses on our 
platform include: freezing tu-
ition, offering scholarship for 
professional trips, providing 
stronger support to fraterni-
ty and sorority life-related is-
sues, creating mental-health 
liaisons in every college, 
adding free Wi-Fi near ath-

letics facilities for safer game 
days, and implementing the 
campus bike-share program. 
We encourage everyone to 
check out our website, envi-
sioniowa2018.org, for more 
information. Envision Iowa 
with us.

— Kyle Apple, Lucee 
Laursen, and the Envision 

Iowa team

Amy Beth Bennett/Sun Sentinel/TNS
U.S. Education Secretary Betsy DeVos speaks during a news conference in Coral 
Springs, Florida, after meeting with students at Stoneman Douglas High in Park-
land on March 7.



teams, according to the rank-
ings, are better than Iowa. But 
the regular season might sug-
gest otherwise.

Of the nine teams, Iowa has 
come out on top against six 
of them. The only three who 
have yet to be beaten by Iowa 
are No. 7 Michigan, No. 14 Ne-
braska, and Illinois.

In order to pull off the ul-
timate upset, the GymHawks 
have taken preparations to 
the next level.

“We put our beam out on 
the spring floor this week, 
so we’ve got a bouncy beam; 
it makes us adapt,” Snyder 
said. “We’ve been practicing 
on that, so when it comes 
time to compete on a regular 
beam, it’s going to be so easy 
for us. We’ve been running 
our lineups at practice, so just 
running down one at a time 
is going to make the compe-
tition so much easier once we 
get there.”

The men are finishing their 
regular season. The last meet, 
however, isn’t against any 
new opponents.

“Going into Nebraska this 
weekend is going to be a great 
chance for us to prove that we 
can compete with these other 
teams outside of Carver,” said 
senior Mark Springett. “It’s 
going to be a great chance to 
showcase exactly what we’re 
capable of. Last weekend, 
when we went up against 
Minnesota, we had the high-
est score in the Big Ten. Min-
nesota will be [in Nebraska], 

too, so it’ll be nice to kick their 
butts again.”

Upsetting then-No. 6 Min-
nesota over spring break 
was huge for the Hawkeyes, 
and the victory snapped the 
Gophers’ five-meet winning 
streak over the Hawkeyes. 
Minnesota has since jumped 
to No. 3, however.

Nebraska is ranked at No. 4. 
Iowa sits at No. 9.

“[This is a] really import-
ant competition this week-
end,” said men’s gymnastics 
head coach JD Reive. “We are 
coming off some really good 

momentum and some qual-
ity and consistency, and we 
need to go out and do that 
again as a group. It’s going 
to be a tough one — it’s Se-
nior Night for Nebraska, 
[and] everybody’s ready to 
go, which should make for 
an exciting competition. 
We’ve done a lot of routines 
with the bye weekend — 
they’re prepared, physically. 
If we get in there with the 
same states of mind we’ve 
had these last two weekends, 
we expect the same kind of 
success.”
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Behind that pitching, the 
Wolverines are hitting .304 
as a team, with 24 home runs, 
16 more than Iowa’s relatively 
meager 8 dingers. Michigan’s 
hot bats will surely put the 
ball in play, and the Hawkeye 
defense will need to rise to 
the challenge.

Iowa’s defense has made 
games too close for comfort 
too often. In Wednesday’s 
double-header with South 

Dakota State, the team had 4 
errors, 2 of which brought in 
Jackrabbit runs.

“We just need to clean it 
up,” Kilian said. “They had a 
lot of hits that we couldn’t do 
anything about. But the ones 
that we can, just make sure 
we’re going hard and staying 
clean on everything.”

Iowa’s lack of defense 
didn’t just start. It showed 
at the Creighton Invita-
tional last weekend and has 
been a recurring theme this 
season.

“Defensively, we need to 
play more solid defense,” Loop-

er said. “We got a little crazy a 
couple times this weekend, 
and the circus showed. But the 
circus was left in Omaha, and 
now we’re in Iowa City.”

Iowa will do its best to avoid 
the circus with the Michigan 
double-header starting at 2 
p.m. Friday.

“We need to play the game 
like we know how, and we have 
most of the year,” Looper said. 
“I feel that approach, no mat-
ter who it is, South Dakota or 
Michigan, our approach is not 
different. Go out there, respect 
the game, and play it the way 
it’s supposed to be played.”

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Hawkeye outfielder senior Cheyenne Pratt walks up to bat as teammates Lea Thompson and Mallory Kilian celebrate 
during the softball game against South Dakota State at Pearl Field on Wednesday.

GYMNASTICS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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opinion, so he traveled to St. 
Louis at the end of September 
of last year.

There, he underwent an 
MRI with dye in it, and phy-
sicians found a complete tear. 
Tommy John surgery was the 
only option.

“I didn’t have any doubts 
in my mind that Allgeyer 
would make it back and be 
back to normal, just because 
of the toughness that he 
has,” head coach Rick Hell-
er said. “In fact, he told me 
at one time, ‘I will be back. I 
promise you, I will be back, 
100 percent.’ ”

While Tommy John surgery 
didn’t allow him to compete 
from the pitcher’s mound, 
Allgeyer’s competitive nature 
trickled into his rehab process, 
where he worked alongside 

fellow pitcher Kole Kampen.
Kampen was further along 

in recovering from the same 
procedure, and Allgeyer said 
the two saw it as a competi-
tion — the two pitchers tried 
to see who could perform the 
best in throwing drills and 
use the most weight in their 
respective recovery workouts.

“It showed me what I was 
working toward,” Allgeyer 
said. “It almost gave me a pace 
I wanted to beat.”

Kampen remained further 
along in the recovery process, 
but both pitchers eyed the 
2017 trip to Taiwan, in which 
Iowa represented Team USA, 
as their finish line. Before 
traveling to Taipei, though, 
Allgeyer made a brief appear-
ance in the final exhibition 
match in Iowa City.

“[Allgeyer’s recovery] went 
perfect,” Heller said. “He was 
the fastest one I’ve ever seen 
return from [Tommy John 
surgery] in my career.”

Ten days later, he crossed 
the original finish line when 
Team USA defeated Mexico, 
3-2, in the World University 
Games opener. In that game, 
Allgeyer pitched 1.2 innings, 
allowing 1 run on 2 hits, but he 
also struck out 3 of the eight 
batters he faced.

“It was nerve-racking. I kind 

of compare it to the first time I 
threw here as a freshman,” he 
said. “You want to go out there, 
and you want get that first 
pitch called a strike. You want 
to get a strike under your belt. I 
threw the first pitch, and it was 
a strike, and it was kind of like 
a sigh of relief.”

Once that first pitch left his 

hand, Allgeyer picked up right 
where he left off — if not on a 
better level.

Allgeyer’s goal through-
out his rehab was to be Io-
wa’s Friday night starter. 
He’s been that guy for the 
Hawkeyes, and today against 
No. 11 Indiana, he’ll be the 
first pitcher on the mound, 
thanks to a combination of 
determination, a positive 
mindset, and a long, success-
ful recovery process.

The St. Louis native leads 
the Big Ten with a 1.76 ERA 
and boasts a 2-1 record. He’s 
struck out 28 batters (tied 
for third in the conference) 
in his 30.2 innings, but it’s 
his “calculated” approach 
that makes him special, 
pitching coach Desi Drus-
chel said. “He’s got a real 
desire to become better and 
improve daily. Baseball is a 

thinking man’s game, and 
he’s a thinker.”

But while Allgeyer has tak-
en out opposing batters at a 
quick rate, he’s got plenty of 
unfinished business.

Allgeyer was technically a 
part of the Big Ten Champi-
onship team, but he’s never 
had that sort of impact his 
fellow pitchers had on a con-
ference-championship team.

Heading into the Big Ten 
opener today against the Hoo-
siers, all eyes are on the reign-
ing Big Ten champs.

“Seeing them win the Big 
Ten Championship, I want 
to come back and help them 
do it again,” Allgeyer said. “I 
want to win the regular-sea-
son championship and the 
tournament. I want to help 
the team more this year than 
when I wasn’t able to do my 
part on the field last year.”

Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Nick Allgeyer pitches during the Iowa/Ontario baseball game at Banks 
Field on Sept. 23, 2017. The Hawkeyes defeated the Blue Jays, 17-2.

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT



Back with 
a full 

arsenal

BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Flash back to March 28, 2017.
Following a 13-4 beatdown on Northwestern, Io-

wa baseball hoisted its first-ever Big Ten Tourna-
ment Championship trophy.

The Hawkeyes capped off a run for the ages (four 
wins in four days over the conference’s best com-
petition) with a historical, statement victory, but 
there was still one piece missing in the Black and 
Gold puzzle.

Enter Nick Allgeyer, a pitcher who didn’t set foot 
on the mound during the 2017 campaign.

During a practice in September 2016, the Hawk-
eye pitcher threw a slider, something he’d done 
countless times before.

But this time, something clicked — literally.
“It almost felt like I hit my funny bone. My whole 

arm kind of went numb,” he said.
Allgeyer shook out his arm and threw seven 

more pitches before the coaches began asking if 
something was wrong. None of his pitches found 
the strike zone, and his velocity went down consid-
erably.

Allgeyer didn’t know it, but he wouldn’t put on 
an Iowa uniform for any live action for nine and a 
half months from then.

But never once did the redshirt junior lose sight of 
what was to come; Allgeyer saw Tommy John surgery 
as a fresh start — a mindset not many can claim.

“I saw it as an opportunity for me to come back, 
rehab, train for a year,” Allgeyer said. “You don’t 
have to pitch, you don’t have to worry about throw-
ing strikes. You worry about getting your arm 
stronger, getting your elbow stronger, and hope-
fully putting on some miles per hour.

“I saw it as more of an opportunity than ‘why is 
this happening to me?’ ”

Following his injury, the trainers believed there 
to be ulnar collateral ligament damage. That’s when 
Allgeyer knew something was definitely wrong.

An initial MRI showed a partial tear, which 
led doctor to suggest nerve surgery, but Allgeyer 
wasn’t too fond of the idea. He wanted a second 

BY JAMES GEERDES 
james-geerdes@uiowa.edu

With the Big Ten season upon Iowa softball, 
the team needs to prepare the defensive side of 
its play.

Pitching isn’t the problem. Sophomore Alli-
son Doocy has overpowered opposing batters 
this season, posting a 1.27 ERA. Doocy also has 
averaged 7.64 strikeouts for starters, while only 
allowing 1.82 walks. Despite these dominating 
stats, Doocy is only 7-4 this season.

Behind Doocy, Lauren Shaw has filled a steady 
backup role. The freshman has a 2.45 ERA but is 
2-6 on the season.

Hitting could be stronger for the 
Hawkeyes; the team averages .235 in the box, 

led by junior Mallory Kilian, who has posted 
a .365 batting average.

“We’ve got to be more aggressive in the box,” 
head coach Marla Looper said. “Offensively, 
meaning we attack pitches — good pitches — 
early and force action on them.”

Going into Big Ten play, Iowa’s opponents 
will only get better, and today’s game with Mich-
igan will pit the Hawkeyes against one of the 
hottest teams in college softball. Michigan has a 
17-game winning streak going.

Behind that streak is one of the best pitchers 
in the Big Ten. Meghan Beaubien, who has been 
labeled a spin doctor, has a 0.90 ERA with a 15-2 
record. She also has held opponents to a .133 BA.

SEE SOFTBALL, 5

Time to leave the 
circus behind
Going into Big Ten play, Iowa softball will need to fine tune the
defensive end of its game.

Seasons 
peak; 
gymnasts 
amp up 
As the Iowa male gymnasts 
close their regular season, the 
GymHawks jump into the Big 
Ten Championships.

BY TAYLOR MCNITT
taylor-mcnitt@uiowa.edu

This weekend, neither Iowa gymnastics team 
will be in the Hawkeye State.

The GymHawks will head to Champaign, Illi-
nois for the Big Ten Champion-
ships, marking the official end of 
regular season.

“This is our championship 
meet, and we are the night ses-
sion, so that’s really exciting,” said 
junior Nicole Chow. “It will be 
on podium, so that will be a little 
different. But I think we’re really 

ready for this meet; we’ve been building on every 
meet so far.”

Session 2, the night session, has six teams com-
peting: Iowa, No. 7 Michigan, No. 23 Minnesota, 
No. 4 Ohio State, Illinois, and Maryland.

Earlier in the afternoon, during the first ses-
sion, the other four teams — No. 14 Nebraska, 
Penn State, Rutgers, and Michigan State — will 
compete.

“I like Big Ten [Championships] — there are a 
lot of good teams there,” senior Lanie Snyder said. 
“It’s fun to see all the Big Ten teams finally get to-
gether in one big arena.”

Snyder is right about the competition; a lot of 

SEE GYMNASTICS, 5

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Infielder Lea Thompson bats against South Dakota State at Pearl Field on Wednesday. The Jackrabbits defeated the 
Hawkeyes, 5-2.
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STAT OF THE DAY

1.76

Nick Allgeyer’s 1.76 ERA leads 
the Big Ten.

“Knee braces are 
really expensive, but 
knee surgeries are 
expensive, too. 

— Football 
head coach 
Kirk Ferentz 

on new health 
precautions

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Swimming sets school 
records

In the first event of Thursday’s 
NCAA meet, the Iowa swimming 

quartet of Jack 
Smith, Will Scott, 
Matt Kamin, and 
Joe Myhre swam 
to a school-re-
cord time of 
1:17.46 to qualify 
for the NCAA B 
Finals.

Of the 24 
relays in the finals, the Hawkeyes 
finished in 16th — last place in the 
B Final — to end the day of compe-
tition. Iowa touched at its fastest 
time in the preliminary round, 0.01 
seconds behind the No. 15 team in 
the final round.

Competition will resume today, 
but Iowa will not swim again until 
Saturday, when the same quartet 
will race in the 400-free relay, with 
Smith swimming in the individual 
100 free.

Bluder and Gustafson 
snag more awards

On Tuesday, Iowa head coach 
Lisa Bluder and forward Megan 

Gustafson both 
earned WBCA Re-
gional honors.

Bluder 
earned Coach 
of the Year, 
while Gustafson 
was named 
an All-Region 
honoree. Bluder 

led the Hawkeyes to their 25th 
NCAA Tournament appearance this 
season.

Gustafson scored 25.7 points 
and grabbed 12.8 rebounds per 
game while shooting 67.1 percent 
from the floor. She leads the 
country in points per game, field-
goal percentage, and number of 
field goals.

Hawkeye Nick Allgeyer didn’t 
set foot on the pitcher’s mound 
last season because of Tommy 

John surgery, but now he’s 
back — and better than before.

Chow

Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa pitcher Nick Allgeyer flips a baseball during media day in the Hansen Football Performance Center on Feb. 8. Allgey-
er has returned from Tommy John surgery to lead the Hawkeye pitching staff.

Myhre

15-4
Record

No. 11 in the country

No. 1 in the Big Ten

2.66ERA

No. 1 in the Big Ten

Minnesota, the next best 
ERA team, has a 3.42.

SCOUTING REPORT: Indiana Hoosiers
Players to watch

Pauly Milto and Matt Gorski are both top five in the 
conference in major categories. Milto ranks third with 
a 1.95 ERA, while Gorski comes in at fifth with a .375 

batting average. Luke Miller also leads the team with 7 
home runs, which ranks second in the conference.

SEE BASEBALL, 7

Gustafson

Baseball
Today vs. Indiana — Noon
March 25 vs. Indiana — 1 p.m.

Softball
Today vs. Michigan (double-head-
er) — 2 p.m.
March 25 vs. Michigan — 11:30 a.m.

Gymnastics
Men
Saturday @ Nebraska, Minnesota 
— 2 p.m.
Women
Saturday @ Big Ten Champion-
ships — 7 p.m.

Tennis
Men
Today vs. Minnesota — 3 p.m.
March 25 @ Wisconsin — 2:30 p.m.
Women
Today @ Wichita State — 11 a.m.
March 25 vs. Ohio State — Noon

Swimming & Diving
Today @ NCAAs — all day
Saturday @ NCAAs — all day
March 25 @ NCAAs — all day

Volleyball
Saturday @ Iowa Western — 11:30 
a.m.
Saturday @ Drake — 1:30 p.m.

Golf
Today @ Arizona State — all day
Saturday @ Arizona State — all 
day
March 25 @ Arizona State — all 
day

WEEKEND SPORTS SCHEDULE

ERA

Banks Field today @ 12 p.m.

”
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