
BY AADIT TAMBE
aadit-tambe@uiowa.edu

The Iowa Department of Public Health report-
ed in February that the number of flu-related 
deaths in the state this season has reached 185, 
and influenza activity has fallen from “high” to 
“moderate.”

“Flu activity this year has doubled since the last 
couple of years,” Stephen Scheckel, the chief qual-
ity officer at Mercy Hospital said.

The report stated Iowa hospitalizations have 
slightly declined this week, remaining on a plateau.

This flu season was expected to be more severe 
than previous ones. However, the extent of its 
severity remained hazy until it was in full swing.

“Although [Mercy Hospital] was prepared for 
this outbreak, we didn't know it would be this 
bad,” Scheckel said.

Despite this, hospitals were able to accommo-
date the increased number of patients.

“[As] we prepared to see more cases, we maxi-
mized our coverage,” said Clinical Assistant Pro-
fessor Jorge Salinas, an infectious disease special-

Wrestling madness has 
begun
After a less-than-desired 
performance at the Big Ten 
Championships, Iowa has a 
shot at redemption in the NCAA 
Championships. It won’t be easy 
though, as the road to first place 
for the Hawkeyes is a tough one. 
Sports, 8

Find the DI on your 
Snapchat Discover page
Tune in to find out where you should 
go for spring break, learn about St. 
Patrick’s Day traditions, and hear a 
message from the Iowa volleyball 
team. Scan this code after 11 a.m. 
today to watch and subscribe.

The Hawkeyes and the 
Rebels meet again
Last season, head coach Rick 
Heller's baseball team and UNLV 

produced a 
three-game 
series for the 
ages complete 
with late-game 
heroics. The 
Rebels are off 
to one of the 
best starts 

in school history this season, 
and they’ll be a tough road test 
for the Hawkeyes this weekend. 
Sports, 8

Column: Lost 
connections at home
Being a first-generation student 
is hard, not only because of 
navigating unfamiliar territory 
without a parental guide but also 
because of the inability to share 
the experience of college with 
family members. Opinions, 3

It’s national champion-
ship time
Iowa track and field’s indoor sea-
son is almost over, but there’s one 
more meet standing in the way 
of the outdoor season. Starting 
today, 10 Hawkeyes will compete 
in the NCAA Championships in 
College Station, Texas, for their 
final meet of the indoor season. 
Sports, 8

UI researchers devel-
op orthopedic-surgery 
simulator
A new simulator for orthope-
dic-surgery residents has made 
their training easier. With the sim-
ulator, currently touring hospitals 
around the country, residents 
can safely make mistakes and 
ultimately improve their perfor-
mance in the operating room. 
daily-iowan.com

The Daily Iowan will not 
publish a print edition 

during the UI spring break. 
Publishing will resume on 

March 19.

SEE FLU, 2

Flu season keeps 
hospitals hopping
With a surge in number of influenza cases this year, Iowa 
hospitals encourage people to get flu shots, and health workers 
hope for vaccines to be more effective.

UI steps up 
emergency 
preperation
The UI received a red rating on 
an internal audit looking at its 
emergency preparedness, but it 
is working to improve its plans 
and procedures.
BY ELIANNA NOVITCH
elianna-novitch@uiowa.edu

An internal audit requested by the University 
of Iowa Department of Public Safety found issues 
in the university’s emergency preparedness when 
it comes to dealing with such issues as bomb 
threats, public-health emergencies, and hostage 
situations.

The UI received a red on the internal audit, 
finding problems with its emergency plans, train-
ing, and reporting, as well as communication 
methods.

“The UI Department of Public Safety request-
ed this audit after identifying specific areas for 
improvement. This audit reaffirms our findings, 
identifying areas we should strive to improve 
as an institution,” Assistant Vice President and 
Director of Public Safety Scott Beckner said in 
an email statement to The Daily Iowan. “We have 
already taken steps to address the recommenda-
tions cited in the audit and will continue to work 
on the remaining items by the assigned deadline.”

Following recent events, both nationally with 
the Parkland, Florida, shooting and locally with 
the speculation incident in Currier Hall last week, 
the topic of safety is at the forefront of nation and 
campus conversation.

“We are on a continual journey to make this 
campus as safe as possible and then you have 
these flare-ups that remind us that it’s happening 
all over, and they reinvigorate us to double-check, 
triple-check and get ourselves even more pre-
pared,” UI President Bruce Harreld told the DI in 

SEE SAFETY, 2
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UI Clinical Assistant Professor Jorge Salinas stands in his office on Wednesday. Salinas is an infectious-disease specialist.

Officials going, 
tuition hikes coming

BY DI STAFF
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Daily Iowan: In the last year 
or so, there have been 14 
searches recently wrapped 
up or still ongoing to re-
place UI administrators 
and deans. Do you have any 
plans to improve adminis-
trator retention or thoughts 
as to why there have been 
this many departures?

President Harreld: I’ve 
spent a lot of time doing 
a lot of interviewing. I’ve 
been asking myself the 
same questions, but at the 
same time, in almost every 
case, a lot of it’s just retire-
ment or people going on to 
other opportunities at oth-
er institutions. We lost our 
provost to Embry-Riddle. 
He became the president 
of Embry-Riddle. Then we 
put in an interim, Sue Cur-
ry, to replace him, and we 
purposely selected an inter-
im because we had so many 
other things going on. We 
didn’t want to take a num-
ber of months to do a search 
and bring someone in from 
a different culture, and they 
may not have understood all 
the things that went on, so 
it really required an interim 
search.

And that was wonderful. 
I think we all agree that was 
really the right thing to do. 
Sue hit the ground running 
and has served really well 
over the last year. Now then, 
she’s at the stage where 
she needs to retire, and we 
knew when we created an 
interim that we were going 
to create a second search, so 
a lot of these are of our own 
making, and it may also be, I 

think, the nature of the size 
of the institution.

I don’t think it’s a prob-
lem, and actually, I think 
it’s a good thing. You bring 
new blood in, they see dif-
ferent perspectives and 
backgrounds and also, every 
search, we start off a process 
that says, ‘What’s the role? 
Do we want to redesign 
the role?’ So we actually go 
through a self-searching be-
fore we start the search as to 
do we have the design right, 
so we have a lot of them, 
and we’ll probably have a lot 

more. It’s just the continual 
turnover we have in an insti-
tution of this size and a lot 
of it, I think, is in fact retire-
ment. Some health reasons, 
a few.

[Editor’s note: Jeneane 
Beck, assistant vice presi-
dent for External Relations, 
clarified that Curry has indi-
cated she has a desire to re-
tire; the university does not 
need her to retire.]

DI: Regent President Mike 
Richards announced two 
weeks ago the regents plan 

to establish a multiyear 
model to examine tuition. 
How will the attempt at 
predictability be different 
this time around? Under 
Bruce Rastetter, the regents 
already had a go with the 
“2+2” model, and now we’re 
looking at an even longer 
range of estimates. What do 
you think it will work this 
time?

SEE HARRELD, 2

The DI sat down with UI President Bruce Harreld on Wednesday to talk about tuition, 
administrator departures, and other issues.

Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan
UI President Bruce Harreld speaks during an interview with The Daily Iowan in Adler on Wednesday.

•  Under Regent President Mike 
Richards’ leadership, Harreld 
is optimistic the state Board 
of Regents and Iowa’s public 
universities will make tuition 
increases predictable.  

•  There have been 14 recent 
administrator departures, but 
Harreld sees this as an oppor-
tunity to reflect and bring in 
fresh perspectives.

HIGHLIGHTS

Go to daily-iowan.
com for the full Q&A.

Go to daily-iowan.com 
for more news and sports 
coverage. 



Harreld: Well, we’ll see. 
When I joined the university, 
it seemed to be a real cat-and-
mouse game between the 
Board of Regents on tuition 
and the state Legislature in 
terms of the appropriation 
levels. So one would make 
a move, and then the other 
would make another move, 
and now we’re trying to think 
about it in a much more sys-
temic way, and so we had 
this Tuition Task Force that 
stepped back last summer, 
tried to look at tuition and 
where it should be — hope-
fully not in just years but over 
several years, and we actually 

articulated a five-year view of 
that.

And I think one of the 
things that came out as we 
went across the state, had 
numerous presentations at 
Iowa State, UNI [Universi-
ty of Northern Iowa], and 
ourselves, and even going in 
Des Moines — the result of 
that were a couple of things. 
We’re under-resourced, that 
was a conclusion. It was 
pretty clear. Then we also re-
alized that the problem with 
the “2+2” is it never really got 
to four. It never really — it 
didn’t work.

The second thing we 
learned about that process is 
the issue of freezes on either 
side of that were really a mis-
take, particularly when there 
weren’t freezes on our com-

petitive set. You can only do 
freezes if, in fact, the whole 
market freezes. If it turns out 
the other peer-group institu-
tions continue to have a dif-
ferent story and you’re com-
peting with them, you might 

be able to survive a year or 
two but not 10 or 15. And so 
we had to find a way through 
that.

The third thing that really 
came up loud and clear was 
feedback from students and 

parents. And we were major 
advocates — I’ll speak for 
myself. I’m a major advocate 
that this year-by-yearness of 
this process is really bad for 
students, it’s really bad for 
parents, and it’s really bad 

for the university because, 
you know, 70 plus percent of 
our cost structure are people, 
and the state’s going to take 
— as it did last year — $16 
million out of the Univer-
sity of Iowa, and we have to 

figure out where that comes 
from, 70 percent of that’s 
going to come from laying 
off people. We go — we’re 
start-and-stop, and we need 
a long-term commitment, 
and the same thing’s true 
with tuition, so I think what 
Mike is on — I think there’s 
several things you’re seeing 
right now, which is we’re 
not going to set tuition this 
year until we know where the 
state is, and then we’ll take 
that as one of the inputs as to 
what the total resources need 
to be for the institution and 
therefore set tuition accord-
ingly. That’s one thing that’s 
happening.

The second thing that’s 
happening that Mike made 
a couple weeks ago is say 
let’s next year get a three-

plus, maybe five-year view 
of what tuition targets will 
be in a range so people can 
start doing some long-term 
planning. We’ll see. I’m op-
timistic. I think we’ll have 
a very wise, well-thought-
through plan, largely be-
cause it came from input 
from a lot of people across 
the state.

[Editor’s note: During 
summer 2017, there were 
four Tuition Task Force 
meetings scheduled: three at 
the regent universities and 
one in Des Moines for legis-
lators and business leaders. 
The Des Moines meeting was 
canceled. Harreld was refer-
ring to the many times he 
has stressed this issue when 
meeting with legislators in 
Des Moines.] 
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an interview Wednesday.
From July 2015 through 

September 2017, the audit 
highlighted emergency inci-
dents occurring on campus, 
including power outages, gas 
leaks, loss of steam capacity, a 
broken sprinkler, an elevator 
malfunction, a projected flood, 
a mumps outbreak, a building 
evacuation, and a fire in the 
Bowen Science Building.

Additionally, the audit 
found the role of the Office of 
Emergency Management was 
not clearly documented in the 
university emergency policy 
and plan, which uses terms 
and definitions that are not 
standard across campus.

The audit recommended 
the plan be updated to include 
common emergency-man-
agement language with ap-
propriate definitions in order 
to implement necessary Na-
tional Incident Management 
System and Incident Com-
mand System components.

The audit also recom-
mended developing a mul-
tiyear training and exercise 
program, a strategy for com-
munication and presentation 
of emergency information, 
and a facilitated program 
for college, department, and 
building emergency plans. 

“Internal Audit is meet-
ing monthly with the Office 
of Emergency Management 
to discuss the progress,” Re-
gent Chief Audit Executive 
Patrice Sayre said when re-
viewing the audit at the Feb-
ruary state Board of Regents 

meeting. “Management is 
being very responsive with 
the recommendations and 
working diligently on the im-
provements in processes and 
controls.”

The university has devel-
oped an Emergency Manage-
ment Advisory Committee, 
which meets once a month, 
to work on addressing each 
item in the audit.

“This audit serves as a 
roadmap for us to follow 
as we update some of our 
procedures and continue to 
build strong relationships 

with campus and community 
partners in an effort to make 
sure we’re as prepared as 
possible for a potential large-
scale incident,” emergen-
cy-management coordinator 
Floyd Johnson said.

Target dates have been 
set for the UI to take action 

on the recommendations 
given in the audit. The uni-
versity expects to complete 
all action plans by October 
2019. There will be a fol-
low-up with the university 
in 2020 based on the target 
dates for completing the au-
dit recommendations.

SAFETY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

EXAM PREP

Thomas A. Stewart/The Daily Iowan
UI freshman Ryan Zhang smokes a cigarette before he heads to his exam. “I’m just smoking a quick cig before this midterm,” Zhang said.

HARRELD
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

ist at the University of Iowa 
Hospitals & Clinics.

UIHC has a bio-emergen-
cy team that meets regularly 
to monitor influenza activ-
ity and ensure that enough 
supplies for treatment are 
stocked in order to tackle any 
surge, he said.

The UIHC suffered a 
shortage of surgical masks, 
which are used to prevent 
flu transmission from pa-
tients to workers at the time 
of the outbreak, Salinas 
said.

To contain the outbreak, 
communication campaigns 
were launched encouraging 
people to get vaccinated, Sa-

linas noted. UIHC promoted 
the use of eCare and Quick-
Care, both of which allow 
people to be seen by a phy-
sician without going to the 
hospital.

UIHC also limited the num-
ber of visitors to two and rec-
ommended visitors to leave 
their children at home, he 
said.

“It is interesting because 
often what we see in the 
Southern Hemisphere can 
serve as a predictor as to how 
the flu season would be in 
the north,” Salinas said. “We 
used surveillance data from 
influenza activity in other 
countries to predict [how 
severely it would affect the 
U.S.].”

This strain of influenza, 
H1N3, originated in animals 
at some point and was then 

transmitted to humans, Sali-
nas said.

Vaccines are readily avail-
able, but they are not always 
effective, Salinas said. Scheck-
el said this year’s vaccine was 
around 30 to 35 percent effec-
tive.

Mercy Hospital took an ini-
tiative to encourage its staff 
to get vaccinated and to wear 
masks to ensure they do not 
spread the flu.

“This way, we made sure 
we were a part of the solution, 
not the problem,” Scheckel 
said.

UI Student Health & Well-
ness saw a 70 percent increase 
in the number of students 
getting vaccines in January 
compared with last year. In 
February, there was a 40 per-
cent increase over last year in 
the student-vaccine number.

“Students started com-
ing in much later into the 
flu season to get their shots 
than previous years,” said Li-
sa James, the Student Health 
associate director for clinical 
outreach.

This shows students came 
in only after the flu was talk-
ed about and the scare was 
created, James said, and after 
parents prompted students to 
get vaccinated.

Physicians suggest there 
is still room for improve-
ment when it comes to 
raising awareness about 
flu shots. Researchers are 

working on a universal 
vaccine that could contain 
flu outbreaks in the future, 
Scheckel said.

“We need to continue re-
searching to find a better vac-
cine against influenza,” Sali-
nas said.

A vaccine’s coverage of the flu, 
and the extent to which it match-
es, varies each year. Although the 
predictions can go wrong, vac-
cines must be produced ahead of 
time, Salinas said.

“We don’t have vaccines 
that are good for all sea-
sons,” he said. “We have to 
rely on predictions. Bet-

ter predictions can lead to 
greater effectiveness.”FLU

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

‘I’m optimistic. I think we’ll have a very wise, 
well-thought-through plan, largely because it 

came from input from a lot of people 
across the state.’

— Bruce Harreld, UI president
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Free speech trumps antidiscrimination

Last week, the Iowa Sen-
ate passed a bill introduced 
by Amy Sinclair, R-Allerton, 
protecting free speech on 
campus. Senate File 2344 
could potentially resolve two 
cases at the University of Io-
wa, including a Muslim stu-
dent group, Imam Mahdi, 
that requires its members 
to be Shia Muslims, and a 
Christian student group, 
Business Leaders in Christ, 
whose status as a campus 
organization was revoked 

because of denying a vice 
presidential position to an 
openly gay student. A fed-
eral judge ruled in January 
that the Christian group be 
allowed back on campus be-
cause of the UI’s “selective 
enforcement of an other-
wise reasonable and view-
point-neutral nondiscrimi-
nation policy,” according to 
the court order.

Sinclair also tied this bill 
to hosting speakers on cam-
pus, stating, “We see speak-
ers who are invited in not 
being allowed to come … this 
bill allows us a free exchange 
of ideas that’s not limited by 
our emotions. It allows us a 
free exchange of ideas any-
where that is a public space, 
as it should be on any pub-
licly funded college or uni-
versity.”

In response to the bill, 

Sen. Matt McCoy, D-Des 
Moines, said, “We have in 
essence legalized discrimi-
nation, which I believe is a 
very dangerous and unfortu-
nate thing to be doing …” — 
referring to an amendment 
in the bill that allows groups 
to deny membership based 
on sex, gender, and/or sex-
ual orientation. His concern 
would be validated if it were 
not for groups such as Busi-
ness Leaders in Christ and 
Imam Mahdi, which would 
be asked to go against their 
religious beliefs without the 
bill. His opposition to the 
Republican-sponsored bill 
does not, however, mimic 
his thoughts on free speech 
toward gun control on cam-
pus, which would also be 
protected under the bill. As 
Roosevelt students marched 
for gun control on March 1, 

McCoy tweeted his support 
to them for making their 
voice heard. Praising free 
speech on campus for a left-
ist value is peak hypocrisy 
for the senator, who believes 
that the First Amendment 
should not protect ideas he 
disagrees with.

This bill comes at a time 
when a student in Iowa’s 
neighboring state revealed 
the reality of groupthink 
and denial of First Amend-
ment rights on college cam-
puses. Early in the 2017-18 
school year, the president 
of Turning Point USA at the 
University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln was harshly and pub-
licly harassed by a graduate 
student for her advocacy of 
capitalism. The police later 
threatened to remove her 
table from the public univer-
sity’s space because she had 

not reserved the spot prior 
to recruiting on campus.

In terms of speakers, in 
the past week, two colleges 
have faced incidents of pro-
tests toward conservative 
guests on campus. Jordan 
B. Peterson was shouted 
down at Queens University 
on Monday, as protesters 
screamed at attendees who 
were gathering peaceful-
ly to hear him speak. That 
same day at Lewis & Clark 
Law School, Christina Hoff 
Sommers was scheduled to 
speak, but the event was lat-
er canceled because of angry 
Antifa protesters.

McCoy and thinkers like 
him fail to realize that free-
dom of speech for one stu-
dent does not take away from 
the freedom of speech grant-
ed to another. Perhaps if left-
ists viewed the right to free 

speech as a privilege, they 
would understand that it 
seems invisible to those who 
already have it. When liberal 
students feel comfortable in 
spewing their views on cam-
pus, they are reinforced in 
their beliefs by their profes-
sors and classmates. The ir-
rational fear that overcomes 
McCoy, a fear of words and 
ideas, is only troubling to 
him because equality, per-
taining to free speech, is so 
rarely seen in left-leaning in-
stitutions.

As Iowa Democrats focus 
on ending “legalized dis-
crimination,” they failed to 
raise awareness on parts 
of the bill that would en-
courage and protect open 
dialogue and safe exchange 
of ideas for all students, in-
cluding those in the political 
minority on campus.

COLUMN

MARINA JAIMES
marina-jaimes@uiowa.edu

As a first-generation student, I haven’t figured out how to share my college experiences with my family. Returning home means facing 
this new disconnect.

First-gen loses connection with family

Much to my mother’s dis-
may, I’m not a huge fan of 
coming home for breaks.

It’s nothing personal. 
When I’m back in my home-
town, I am welcomed by a 
family that is beyond thrilled 
to see the return of their 
college kid. I enjoy home-
cooked meals and don’t have 
any siblings I’m forced to 
share food with. Best of all, 
I get to cuddle my cats again 
(usually against their will).

Since I moved to Iowa City 
in August 2016, there have 
been about 25 weeks of break 
time. I’ve spent maybe 12 of 
those weeks with my family 
and the other 13 here.

For a while, I thought the 
reluctance to leave Iowa City 
must be because I just love 
being a Hawkeye. But I re-
cently realized the discom-
fort I feel before returning 
home for any extended pe-
riod of time isn’t solely be-
cause I don’t want to give up 
my “Black and Gold.”

I’ve found I haven’t felt 
quite as connected to my 
family since coming to col-
lege. I’ve seemingly formed 
one identity for school and 
another to return home 
again, and it’s difficult to 
convey my experiences to 
people who haven’t gone 

through a similar journey 
themselves.

As a first-generation stu-
dent, the University of Iowa 
remains nothing short of a 
dream — one that I worked 
hard my entire life to turn 
into a reality. I grew up with 
the understanding that if I 
wanted to pursue higher ed-
ucation, I had to figure out 
how to navigate this world 
on my own.

The uncertainty isn’t 
something I resent. I’m 
proud to be a first-genera-
tion student and embrace 
the expectations that come 
with that part of my iden-
tity; I know my success 
represents an upward path 
for my family, a bold step 
forward into previously un-
charted territory.

Still, it’s not easy to recon-

cile my growth and change 
— my “college identity” that’s 
not quite familiar to my fam-
ily — with the Marissa they’ve 
always known.

I’ve tried to keep the dia-
logue open with my parents 
to let them into this part of 
my life as much as possible. 
My dad doesn’t seem to un-
derstand enough about the 
university setting to be able 
to ask about it, but he ap-
preciates the stories I tell. 
My mom is in the same boat, 
but she handles it by calling 
me rather frequently to try to 
keep up with the flow of my 
day-to-day life.

“Why are you so busy? What 
is it you’re doing that takes so 
much time?” she asked me 
one day, disappointed that, 
as usual, I only had time for a 
short phone call.

I settled on telling her 
that at any given moment, 
I’m attending classes, doing 
homework or studying, com-
municating with sources, 
working on articles, reading 
the news, somehow making 
time for sleep and food, and 
the list goes on … I couldn’t 
entirely explain how, but the 
tasks related to earning a 
degree, working at The Daily 
Iowan, and being a human 
all add up.

This answer satisfied her 
a little. To me, it felt incom-
plete. What I didn’t share:

I rarely mention things 
that happen inside the class-
room like I used to because 
my mom and dad can no 
longer keep up with what 
I’m learning. I feel guilty 
for being granted the priv-
ilege to earn a degree when 

only one of my parents even 
graduated from high school. 
I love journalism, but I often 
wish I wanted to pursue a 
career — as a doctor, a law-
yer, an engineer — anything 
that would allow me to give 
back to my family more than 
I know I’ll be able to working 
as a reporter.

There’s not a day that goes 
by that I don’t wonder: Am 
I worth what my family and 
this university have invested 
in me? Is my future worth the 
burden?

I write about the universi-
ty all the time, yet I can’t suc-
cessfully convey the college 
experience to the people who 
raised me. Is there any set 
of words I could use to help 
bridge the gap? I don’t know, 
but I’m packing up, and I’m 
heading home for break.

COLUMN

 MARISSA PAYNE
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

The complex proxy wars in Syria have made peace impossible, and all those involved refuse to put an end to it, leading innocent Syrians 
to suffer while the world turns a blind eye.

Syria’s suffering has been ignored by West

The people of Syria have 
suffered for almost eight long 
years. They have watched 
their friends, family, and 
neighbors die, and their 
homes and towns burn. Since 
the war broke out in 2011, the 
United Nations estimates 
more than 400,000 Syrians 
have died as a result of fight-
ing. This war has spiraled 
into a global event with inter-
national players such as the 

U.S., Russia, and surrounding 
countries having a role in the 
war. Despite these global ties, 
the plight of Syrians has gone 
largely ignored by Western 
media. The only times Syria 
was ever mentioned in mass 
media is to blame refugees for 
immigration issues or when 
Aleppo was under siege.

The war has turned into a 
free-for-all which allows us 
to forget the ramifications 
our decision to participate 
or not has on the world. Es-
pecially how that decision 
shapes immigration policy 
and opens a door for nation-
alist and alt-right views to 
enter the political stage. The 
proxy wars hidden under-
neath are adding unneces-
sary complexity and carnage 
and do not have the Syrian 

people’s best interests in 
mind.

The Council on Foreign 
Relations said, “The fight 
has been further complicat-
ed by outside powers that 
have funded and armed com-
batants and, in some cases, 
backed them with air support 
or manpower. Outgunned by 
pro-regime forces, many op-
position groups have aligned 
with jihadi factions.”

Among the government 
and the rebels, the U.S., Rus-
sia, Turkey, the Kurds, and 
ISIS, the secularists and 
theocrats, it’s fair to say the 
Syrian government isn’t the 
sole abuser. The use of Syria 
to advance personal interests 
comes at the high cost in in-
nocent lives.

It’s interesting now that 

the U.S. refuses to directly 
intervene when there is no 
clear exploit to be gained in 
Syria, other than saving lives 
and stopping terrorists, of 
course. Whereas Russia, try-
ing to cling to whatever pow-
er it has left in the Middle 
East, has directly backed the 
Syrian government and car-
ried out attacks on its behalf. 
Russia sits on the United Na-
tions Security Council and 
has manipulated that power 
to allow the abuse of inno-
cent citizens in Syria. The 
rest of the world is busy try-
ing to offer sympathies and 
figure out what empty threat 
will end this war. Literally 
thousands of people die be-
cause of the world’s inaction.

The current bombing in 
eastern Ghouta, some of the 

deadliest attacks since the 
government reclaimed Alep-
po, is riddled with air strikes 
and chemical warfare and 
has no signs of stopping any-
time soon. Doctors Without 
Borders reported that the 
death toll is still being esti-
mated but as of now, approx-
imately 1,000 Syrians have 
died and 4,800 are injured. 
Many countries fear this will 
ignite another mass exodus 
of refugees to already-bur-
dened countries. This fur-
ther fuels the fears of native 
citizens of those countries 
and drives them to retaliate 
against the refugees, making 
the problem messier than it 
already is.

The Rand Corp. has report-
ed that “Modern insurgencies 
last approximately 10 years, 

and the government’s chanc-
es of winning may increase 
slightly over time. Withdrawal 
of state sponsorship cripples 
an insurgency and typically 
leads to its defeat. Inconsis-
tent or impartial support to 
either side generally presages 
defeat.”

This basically means in 
order for the war in Syr-
ia to wind down, the proxy 
wars need to end. The for-
eign players need to come 
to a consensus first before 
any peace talks with Assad 
and the opposition can oc-
cur. Any chance Syria has at 
peace rests in the hands of 
people who aren’t even Syri-
an, people whose media can’t 
even be bothered to cover the 
devastating loss of life unless 
it’s to villainize or pity them. 

COLUMN

 MICHELLE KUMAR
michelle-kumar@uiowa.edu
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have to crawl through the 
174- and 184-pound brack-
ets unseeded. Gunther starts 
with Oklahoma State’s Jacobe 
Smith, to whom he lost, 3-1, in 
January. Bowman will get Mis-
souri’s 15th-seed Canten Mar-
riott, and the winner could see 
Ohio State’s Myles Martin.

197-pounder Cash Wilcke 
took the No. 14 seed. If he 
wins his opening match with 
Nebraska’s unseeded Eric 
Schultz, he will likely face 
Virginia Tech’s third-seeded 
Jared Haught. Wilcke fin-
ished Big Tens seventh after 
defaulting out of the sixth-
place match.

Heavyweight Sam Stoll 
earned the fifth-seed and will 
get Franklin & Marshall’s An-
tonio Pelusi. If he wins, he will 
likely see Maryland’s Youssif 
Hemida in round two. He then 
could see third-seeded Jacob 
Kasper of Duke and will most 
likely have to get through Ohio 
State’s top-seeded Kyle Snyder 
if he wants to see the finals 
match.

Overall, it will be one of 
Iowa’s tougher years in the 
NCAA Tournament. Seeds put 
top wrestlers like Kemerer and 
Marinelli in difficult situations 
to get to the finals matches. 
But, who knows during March 
Madness?

WRESTLING
CONTINUED FROM 8

teams qualified for the meet. 
The Iowa women’s team 
comprises Brown, Guillory, 
Champe, and Plock. The team 
took third at the Big Ten meet 
with a time of 3:31.31.

The men’s 4x400 relay 
team also took third at the 
Big Tens. That team consists 

of Harris, Frye, Hofacker, 
and Garron. Their time of 
3:05.22 was under a second 
off the first-place finisher.

Both relay teams also have 
athletes who will compete in-
dividually this weekend. Guil-
lory and Brown took home the 
400 and 200 at the Big Tens, 
respectively, and will compete 
in the same events in Texas.

Guillory has worked to 
keep her mind in the right 
place leading up to the 

NCAAs.
“I’m not thinking about 

the Big Tens anymore, they 
have nothing to do with this 
weekend,” Guillory said. “At 
random times, I feel a little 
nervous for the weekend, but 
I have a five-page paper due 
on Friday, so that’s my main 
focus right now. My goal 
for the 400 meters is just to 
make the final.”

Harris serves as the an-
chor in the men’s 4x400 and 

also competes individually 
in the 400. Harris finished 
second in the event in the Big 
Tens, but his personal best 
time of 45.95 seconds ranks 
12th in the country.

“I feel really good. I got 
some good workouts in this 
week, so my confidence is 
high,” he said. “My goal is to 
make my first NCAA final in 
the 400 meters, and I know 
our 4x400 team is more than 
capable of making it higher 

on the podium.”
Thomas won both the triple 

jump and long jump at the Big 
Ten meet, and she will com-
pete in both at the NCAAs.

Douglas will run in the 
60-meter hurdles. His per-
sonal best time this season 
was 7.76 seconds, third all-
time at Iowa.

The outdoor season will 
kick off for Iowa on March 
16 and March 17 in Arizona at 
the Willie Williams Classic.

TRACK
CONTINUED FROM 8

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

pleting the series sweep, and 
just as in the previous contest, 
this one didn’t come easily.

Iowa trailed, 6-4, heading 
into the bottom of the eighth, 
when the Hawkeyes scored 3 
runs and never looked back.

“[Those games] were so 
close last season, if you re-
member back to those three 
games,” head coach Rick Hell-
er said. “Each game could have 
went either way.”

But neither team has the 
same talent from last season, 
so it won’t be all familiar faces 
for Heller and Company today.

Heller noted that this “su-
per offensive team,” retaining 
two of its top pitchers, will be 
a good challenge for the Black 
and Gold in Las Vegas.

Rebel Alan Strong pitched 
7.2 innings in Iowa’s first game 
against UNLV, giving up 6 hits 
and 3 runs while recording 7 
strikeouts.

Larry Quaney pitched in 
Game No. 2 for UNLV. Iowa 
feasted off his pitching in the 
eighth and ninth innings, 
scoring 4 runs over that time, 
including the winning hit.

Regardless, this season’s No. 
23 UNLV squad is off to a 12-2 
start. At one point, the team sat 
at 11-1 with an eight-game win-
ning streak — the program’s 
best start since beginning the 
1971 season’s 15-1.

It’ll be Iowa’s best test so far 
this season. The Hawkeyes are 
off to a hot start of their own, 
entering today’s matchup with 
eight wins in their 10 attempts.

Friday starter Nick Allgeyer 
will get the nod from Heller 
on the mound, and he’ll have 
his hands full battling a Rebel 

team hitting .315 and averag-
ing 7.4 runs per game.

In his last outing, March 
2, a 4-1 Iowa win over UAB, 
the Hawkeyes’ junior pitched 
in 6.2 innings. Allgeyer gave 
up a single run on 4 hits, and 
he struck out 4. It wasn’t an 
electric performance by any 
means, but he got the job done.

“I wasn’t as warmed up as I 
could have been. That’s proba-
bly the one thing I’m going to 
focus on this weekend — make 
sure I’m completely ready to go 
out there [on the] first pitch,” 
Allgeyer said. “I didn’t have my 
best stuff, but it was one start 
where I had to pitch and com-
pete, grind with what I had.”

After Iowa wraps up this 
weekend, it will travel to Kan-
sas City, Missouri, on March 14 
to take on Missouri State. Two 
days after that, Iowa will host 
Evansville at Banks Field for a 
three-game weekend series.



BY ADAM HENSLEY 
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Hawkeyes and Rebels clash this weekend for a 
three-game series out in the desert, but this isn’t 
the first time the Iowa and UNLV baseball pro-
grams clashed against one another.

“The walk-off win, that’s basically what we re-
member,” catcher Tyler Cropley said.

Let’s take a trip back in time to March 31, 2017.
On a cloudy Friday afternoon, Iowa pitcher 

Nick Gallagher blanked the 25 UNLV batters he 
faced, allowing only 3 hits and never giving up 

a walk. His arm clicked, as he struck out 6 and 
kept a powerful and quick-scoring Rebel offense 
silent.

Iowa took the low scoring, defensive game, 
3-0. But the remaining pair of games are en-
grained in the minds of Hawkeye players.

Trailing, 5-3, in the first of two games on April 
1, the Iowa erupted for 3 runs in a walk-off thriller 
in drizzling rain.

Following the conclusion of Game No. 2, the 
Hawkeyes finished their double-header by com-

SEE BASEBALL, 7

Baseball aims to run 
with Rebels in desert

Grappling with madness

Iowa faces its toughest test so far this season — No. 23 UNLV 
hosts the Hawkeyes in Las Vegas in a 2017 rematch.

With the NCAA Championships under a week away, all eyes are turning to Cleveland to watch the 
best college wrestlers fight to add their names to history.

Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa 149-pounder Brandon Sorensen reaches for Maryland’s Alfred Bannister during the Big Ten Wrestling Championships in the Breslin Center in East Lansing, Michigan, on March 3. 
Sorensen won by decision, 4-3.

Tracksters seek 
some NCAA 
glory
With a successful indoor season 
winding down, Iowa track and 
field eyes its final meet indoors: 
the NCAA Championship.

BY ANDREW DONLAN
andrew-donlan@uiowa.edu

The Iowa track and field team wrapped up its 
indoor season last weekend at the Big Ten Cham-
pionships, but the season isn’t quite done yet for 
everyone. Ten Hawkeyes will travel for the in-
door NCAA meet in College Station, Texas, today 
and Saturday.

The athletes will represent Iowa in six events 
and two relays: senior Brittany Brown, junior 

Mar’Yea Harris, junior Briana 
Guillory, junior Chris Douglas, 
senior Jahisha Thomas, soph-
omore Collin Hofacker, junior 
Sarah Plock, junior DeJuan Frye, 
senior Sheridan Champe, and 
freshman Bradford Garron.

“I am extremely excited and 
proud of our NCAA Indoor qual-

ifiers,” Iowa Director of Track and Field Joey 
Woody told Hawkeye Sports. “To make the top 
16 athletes and 12 relays to qualify signifies that 
these athletes are in elite company. They are in 
the top 1-2 percent of all Division 1 track and 
field. Our goal is the same as it was at the begin-
ning of the season, which is to score in the top 10 
as a team. I believe we have the athletes that can 
make this happen.”

Both the Iowa men’s and women’s 4x400 relay 

SEE TRACK, 7

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa catcher Tyler Cropley gets set to swing against Cornell at Banks Field on Feb. 27. The Hawkeyes defeated Cornell, 15-1.
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Harris

“We’re just ready to 
get out there and stick 
it to Minnesota.

— Men’s 
gymnast Mark 

Springett on 
his thoughts 

going into 
Senior Day

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

Gustafson adds another 
accolade

After the media selected her as 
the Big Ten Player of the Year, Me-

gan Gustafson 
was named to 
College Sports 
Madness’ second 
team All-Ameri-
can on Thursday.

The junior 
from Port Wing, 
Wisconsin, 
averages 25.6 

points and 12.7 rebounds per game 
while shooting nearly 67 percent 
from the field.

Gustafson is the only player 
in the country averaging 25 or 
more points per game and 12 or 
more rebounds, and she ranks in 
the top-five in eight statistical 
categories nationally.

Gustafson and the rest of the 
Hawkeye squad currently await 
their NCAA Tournament fate. As of 
now, Iowa is projected as a sixth 
seed.

 
Gymnastics’ Hodges 
named finalist

The 2018 Nissen-Emery award 
committee announced on Thurs-
day that senior Hawkeye gymnast 
Austin Hodges has been named to 
the finalist list.

Hodges sits at sixth in the 
country on pommel horse (14.417 
average), 15th on parallel bars 
(14.050), and 35th on high bar 
(13.417).  He leads Iowa in each of 
those events.

Hodges also holds the school 
record in pommel horse (14.700), 
which he set on Jan. 13.

The Lincolnshire, Illinois, native 
will next compete when Iowa hosts 
No. 6 Minnesota and No. 11 Air 
Force at Carver-Hawkeye on March 
11 during the program’s Senior Day.

STAT OF THE DAY

2-1against ranked 
opponents

Iowa baseball finished 
2-1 against ranked 
opponents in 2017.

Elise van Heuvelen
Sophomore, women’s tennis

Van Heuve-
len played an 
intregal part in 
Iowa’s 5-2 vic-
tory over Iowa 
State on March 
7 in Des Moines, 
broadening the 

series lead over the in-state 
rivals, 37-0.

The sophomore partnered 
with teammate Anastasia Reim-
chen to take down the Cyclones 
(7-5) in doubles. The duo are 
3-0 in doubles this season.

Next, van Heuvelen toppled 
Regina Espindola (6-4, 6-2) for 
a point in singles, giving Iowa a 
3-2 advantage at the time.

Baseball
Today @ UNLV — 8:05 p.m.
Saturday @ UNLV — 4:05 p.m.
March 11 @ UNLV — 3:05 p.m.
 
Softball (Grand Canyon 
Invitational)
Saturday vs. Georgetown — noon
Saturday vs. Grand Canyon — 2:30 
p.m.
March 11 vs. Georgetown — 11 a.m.
March 11 vs. Grand Canyon — 1:30 
p.m.
March 12 vs. Grand Canyon — 9 
p.m.
 
Track and field 
(NCAA Championships)
Today — noon 
Saturday — noon

Gymnastics
Men
March 11 vs. Minnesota and Air 
Force — 1 p.m.

Women
Today @ Iowa State, Missouri — 
6:30 p.m.

WEEKEND SPORTS SCHEDULE

HAWK OF THE WEEK

BY JAMES GEERDES
james-geerdes@uiowa.edu

March Madness is officially in full spring — 
wrestling madness, that is.

The NCAA Championships are now under a 
week away, and with the seeds released Thursday, 
all eyes turn to Cleveland for the nation’s best col-
lege wrestlers to fight for the top of the podium.

Iowa wrestlers will need to outdo their Big Ten 
Championships performance to match their re-
sults in recent years.

Last year, Iowa finished fourth with 97.0 points, 
and Iowa’s 133-pounder Cory Clark took gold. With 
Clark gone to graduation, new faces will have to 
step up to put Iowa in title contention.

Iowa’s Spencer Lee took the third seed in the 
tournament at 125 pounds. The true freshman has 
had a promising season thus far but, in his path, 
could be Nick Piccinini of Oklahoma State, whom 

he topped in January with a 10-5 decision, in the 
quarterfinals and more importantly, Ohio State’s 
Nathan Tomasello, who Lee could see in the semi-
finals.

Iowa’s next qualifier by weight, Vince Turk, 
comes into the 141-pound tournament unseeded 
and will see tough competition early. He has a 
pigtail match against Lock Haven’s Kyle Shoop to 
start his weekend, and then, if he wins, he will face 
Indiana’s Cole Weaver in round one. The winner 
of that gets top-seeded Bryce Meredith of Wyo-
ming.

At 149 pounds, Iowa’s Brandon Sorensen has 
been on the national stage his entire college ca-
reer. The senior finished third last year, second the 
year before that, and fourth during his freshman 
campaign. He is the No. 2 seed in Cleveland with 
Penn State’s Zain Retherford on the other end of 
the bracket.

Iowa’s Michael Kemerer, who had been the sec-

ond-ranked wrestler at 157 pounds in the nation 
for most of the season, dropped to the sixth seed at 
the national tournament. Wrestling fans could see 
a Kemerer-Jason Nolf match in just the quarterfi-
nals in Cleveland. The winner of that match could 
see Missouri’s Joseph Levallee or Ohio State’s Mi-
cah Jordan in the semifinals.

In the most contested weight class at the Big 
Tens, Iowa’s Alex Marinelli took a tumble. After 
his first three losses last weekend, Marinelli is the 
fifth-seed at the national tournament. He could 
have to get through Riders’ Chad Walsh and Il-
linois’ top-seeded Isaiah Martinez just to reach 
the finals. There, he could see Penn State’s Vin-
cenzo Joseph, Virginia Tech’s David McFadden, 
Rutgers’ Richie Lewis, or any of the weight’s top 
talents.

Iowa’s Joey Gunther and Mitch Bowman will 

SEE WRESTLING, 7

Gustafson
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