
The quintessential 
cheerleader for Hancher 
and the arts
During Hancher’s first season 
in 1972, Charles Swanson was a 
UI student. Now, he serves as 
Hancher’s executive director, and 
his passion and dedication to the 
arts and determination to instill a 
sense of belonging in community 
members enabled him to provide 
endless educational and memo-
rable experiences to audiences, 
despite challenges such as the 
2008 flood. 80 HOURS

Wrestling stumbles down 
wrong path
After suffering a loss in his 
rematch with Ohio State’s Nathan 

Tomasello, 
Spencer Lee 
bounced back 
in the Big Ten's 
consolation 
bracket. A 
key for the 
Hawkeyes 
heading into 
NCAAs is to 

build on that. Strong perfor-
mances from Michael Kemerer 
and Alex Marinelli will go a long 
way for Iowa's title run next 
week. Sports, 8A

UI band members head-
ing 4,000 miles away
This spring break, 52 UI student 
musicians from a variety of 
academic disciplines will travel 
to Ireland to perform. Instructors 
have wanted to take students 
overseas for a long time, and with 
the completion of Voxman and 
other projects, the time was now 
right. 80 hours, 3B

Iowa track and field 
headed to Texas for 
indoor championships
A solid performance at the 
Big Ten Indoor Championships 

led some 
Hawkeyes to 
the pinnacle of 
college track 
and field: the 
NCAA Indoor 
Champion-
ships. Mar’Yea 
Harris, Briana 
Guillory, Chris 

Douglas, Jahisha Thomas, and 
Brittany Brown, as well as the 
men’s and women’s 1,600-meter 
relays, qualified for nationals. 
Sports, 8A

How to make art 
accessible to all
Nearly 12 percent of Iowans live 
with disabilities, and a panel of 
speakers will discuss ways to 
make art more accessible to ev-
eryone as part of the smART Talks 
series. 80 hours, 3B

SEE REFUGEE, 2A

Local U.N. Association 
aids refugee school

Bee strong, bee true 

A dinner Wednesday night raised money that will be used to 
educate children in a Kenyan refugee camp.

BY EMILY WANGEN
emily-wangen@uiowa.edu

March 14 will be recognized as Iowa Honey Bee Day.
Gov. Kim Reynolds signed a proclamation Feb. 

22 declaring this day after being approached by the 
Iowa Honey Producers Association to highlight the 
importance of honey bees in Iowa from their polli-
nation services to items produced by honey bees.

The day will give beekeepers and the bee asso-
ciation a chance to show state legislators how im-
portant honey bees are to Iowa during a legislative 
breakfast at the Statehouse.

Bee association legislative representative Jamie 
Beyer said he is unsure about the turnout from 
beekeepers from the corners of Iowa because of the 
event’s early starting time, but he is confident in a 
good turnout from central Iowa beekeepers.

According to the proclamation, Iowa has more 
than 4,500 beekeepers across the state in both rural 
and urban areas.

Randall Cass, an extension entomologist at Iowa 
State University who researches honey and native 
bee health in Iowa, said bees are an important part 
of the ecological system with plants relying on their 
pollination services.

Crops such as corn and soybeans, which are a large 
part of Iowa’s agricultural landscape, do not need 
pollination services. However, soybean plants still re-
ceive visits from bees because it is a flowering crop.

“Our research shows that there's a great abun-
dance of native bee species around soybeans, and 
you can also find honey bees in soybean fields,” 
Cass said.

Dave Irvin, a local beekeeper and president of 
the Central Eastern Iowa Beekeepers, was intro-
duced to the world of beekeeping by a friend 30 

Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
Dave Irvin, the president of the East Central Iowa Beekeepers, stands next to dormant hives on his property in Iowa City on Wednesday. Irvin first began his beekeeping 
in 1986 as a hobby. The East Central Iowa Beekeepers was founded years ago with 12 original members; its membership has now grown to 125.

UI grad Holly 
Patch discusses 
trans vocality
An event Wednesday night 
explored issues of gender and 
vocality, specifically regarding 
transgender individuals.

BY ANNIE FITZPATRICK
anne-fitzpatrick@uiowa.edu

An event Wednesday night discussed issues of 
gender and vocality at “Trans Vocality: Singing, 
Gender, and Joyful Politics,” hosted by University 
of Iowa graduate Holly Patch.

Patch graduated from the UI with degrees in 
gender, women, sexuality studies and music in 
2011. Her time and education led to the interest 
in this event and the discussion of vocality in the 
transgender community.

The event centered on the special relationship 
between vocality and gender. Patch focused on the 
distinction between vocality and voice. Vocality 
allows for an intersubjective acoustic space that 
avoids dichotomous generalizations, she said.

“I hope that [participants] are going to think 
more about how they hear things … also how 
they’re hearing gender in general … I want to get 
them thinking more than anything,” Patch said.

She also discussed the power of the human 
vocality in its internal embodiment, covering 
the uniqueness of each individual’s vocality and 
how that ties to identity. The discussion was 
then directed specifically to the lives of trans-
gender individuals.

Allison Holmes-Bendixen, a musical-theater 
teacher and participant in the study, noted the 
prominence of vocality.

“I learned so much … I was thinking about the 
way she was talking about experiencing vocality 
and finding authentic voice,” Holmes-Bendixen 
said. “And that spoke to me a lot as an instructor 

SEE VOCALITY, 2A

Bees will be recognized by the state March 14 with Iowa Honey Bee Day.

Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@TheDailyIowan

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar

Thursday, March 8 , 2018The weekend in arts & entertainment

Charles Swanson attended the UI in 1972 during 
Hancher’s first season. Now, he continues Hancher’s 
legacy of providing exquisite artistic performances to 
audiences, while also creating important connections and 
sentiments for the organization’s future.

When entering Hancher before an event, audiences encounter 
a lobby in which flat lights hang from the wooden ceiling and 
reflect off the marble floor, as if they are displaying the contem-
porary architecture as artwork in itself.

BY RHIANA CHICKERING | rhiana-chickering@uiowa.edu

DESIGN BY ALLIE WILKERSON PHOTO BY BEN ALLAN SMITH

SEE SWANSON, 4B
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Tune in for LIVE updates
Campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at daily-iowan.com.

SEE BEES, 2A

BY CHRISTOPHER BORRO
christopher-borro@uiowa.edu

There weren’t quite 1,000 meals served, but 
the Iowa U.N. Association’s community fund-
raiser, Night of 1,000 Dinners, was still a hit.

The gathering was held at the Robert A. Lee 
Recreation Center  on Wednesday  evening. 
Guests were greeted by Iowa City Mayor Jim 
Throgmorton and Iowa City City Councilor 
Mazahir Salih, who was briefly recognized by 

the Iowa U.N. Association.
The Johnson County Chapter of the U.N. 

Association hosted the dinner, and sponsors 
included the UI Center for Human Rights and 
UI Students for Human Rights, in addition to 
around 20 local businesses, clubs, organiza-
tions, campus groups, and the University of 
Iowa Student Government. 

Throgmorton called the event “an opportu-
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The annual Night of 1,000 Dinners was held at the Robert A. Lee Recreation Center on Wednesday. The event was 
centered on improving the lives of children in refugee camps, and all funds raised at the event will go to the Sha-
bele Primary School in the Kakuma Refugee Camp in Kenya.
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nity for people from diverse 
cultures to be able to have 
better relationships and be 
more knowledgeable.”

The dinner’s theme was 
“Building a Better Future for 
Refugee Children.” Proceeds 
from the fundraiser bene-
fited the Shabele Primary 
School in the Kakuma refu-
gee camp in Kenya. 

The Kakuma settlement 
is one of two in the African 
country, home to (as of 2014) 
around 60,000 individuals 
fleeing war-torn Eritrea, So-
malia, Sudan, and other vol-
atile nations. Many of these 

people spend long enough in 
the camp for entire cultural 
communities to develop. 

“Last year, we just donated 
all of our money to a gener-
al fund supporting refugee 
education,” said Jim Olson, 
secretary of the board for the 
Johnson County chapter of 
the Iowa U.N. Association. 
“We thought it would be 
more interesting to donate it 
to a specific school.” 

The Shabele school has 
around 2,300 students.

“Our members wanted to 
do something tangible and 
concrete … educating ref-
ugee children was the best 
thing we could do for them 
and for their families,” Ol-
son said.

A short video detailing ev-

eryday life at the Kakuma 
camp was shown, and after-
wards, five former residents of 
the camp formed a panel. They 
discussed how long they lived 
there and how they came to 
live in Iowa. 

They also advocated for the 
importance of providing edu-
cational opportunities to chil-
dren at the camp.

Salih, a native of Sudan, said 
there was some culture clash 
involved when moving to the 
United States. 

“There were a lot of obsta-
cles: language barriers, culture 
barriers, even weather barri-
ers,” she said.

Salih said she wanted to 
raise her family to blend Suda-
nese and American heritage. 

“I think that all the time, my 

children get lost between two 
cultures,” she said.

This was the 18th-annual 
Night of 1,000 Dinners. Ol-
son said the name originally 
developed from when the 
event was held to promote 
the removal of landmines in 
countries ravaged by war. 

Three years ago, the U.N. 
Association reworked it to 
focus on refugees. It was 
also organized to coincide 
with International Wom-
en’s Day, March 8.

“People from [Iowa City] 
will learn what’s going on 
in those camps and how 
important it is to welcome 
those people and give them 
new, better opportunities 
to build better lives,” Salih 
said.
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years ago, and he has kept 
bees ever since.

During his time as a bee-
keeper, Irvin noted, the field 
of beekeeping has changed 
over the years through ad-
vancements in technology.

“In the last 10 or 15 years, 
we’re learning to use more 
medicine, we feed them 

things to keep them healthy, 
and they’re coming out with 
different kinds of feed to feed 
them,” Irvin said.

He has also seen changes 
in the environment, espe-
cially in farming with the 
use of pesticides.

“This is all changed a lot in 
the last 10 years,” Irvin said. 
“It’s constantly changing.”

Looking toward the future 
of beekeeping, Irvin said, 
he believes beekeepers will 
get a handle on some of the 

diseases that affect bees. He 
also noted there needs to be 
a change in the way people 
use chemicals that lead to the 
death of bees.

Cass describes the issues 
bees face as “The three Ps”; 
pesticide exposure, poor 
foraging availability, and 
pests and disease. As part of 
his role as an extension en-
tomologist, he speaks with 
farmers and beekeepers 
about his research and best 
practices to keep bees safe 

and healthy.
Honey bees and native bees 

have seen a decline in pop-
ulation, but because honey 
bees are semi-domesticated, 
meaning they are a species 
humans manage, beekeepers 
can replace the hives lost.

Cass said he would like to 
see more people engaged with 
the topic of bees and support-
ing their local beekeepers.

“The more you learn about 
them, the more fascinated you 
become,” he said. “It’s kind of like 

falling down the rabbit hole.”
Byer, who hopes to contin-

ue Iowa Honey Bee Day in fu-
ture years, said the next step 
will be to get mayors of Iowa 
to follow Reynolds' lead.

“So many times when you 

hear about legislative things 
it's negative,” Byer said. “But 
this particular situation, 
everything about it is posi-
tive. We’re just presenting 
our best foot while showing 
what’s out there.”

FRO AT LAST

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
UI sophomore Katie Kinzler (left) and UI junior Christine Emkes hang out at Yotopia on Tuesday. “We just finished our midterms, so we wanted 
to celebrate with a bowl of fro-yo,” Emkes said.

BEES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

of voice.”
The event then focused on 

the art of opera in terms of 
vocality.

The distinctions between 
soprano, mezzo, tenor, and 
bass roles represent a long 
history of the gendering of 
voice, Patch said. She noted 
the pioneers of transgen-
der singing and how they 
challenge the binary roles 
of vocality.

Patch then discussed the 
transgender representation 
in choirs across the United 

States and how they tie to 
her study of trans vocality. 
She referenced the impor-
tance of these communities 
for the growth and accep-
tance surrounding trans-
gender individuals.

Mary Ann Rasmussen, a 
senior lecturer in the UI En-
glish Department working 
in gender, women, and sexu-
alality studies, listened to the 
presentation of her former 
student. She described Patch’s 
time at the university and how 
she transformed that into a 
research study.

“I encourage students to 
bring together things that 
they’ve been learning … and 
for Holly, it was music and 

gender, women, and sexu-
ality studies,” Rasmussen 
said. “So she brought them 
together in this really bril-
liant way that involved per-
formance and research on 
the gendering of opera.”

Patch concluded the discus-
sion by addressing each in-
dividual’s experience with 
the individual’s vocality. By 
addressing the uniqueness 
of people’s identification 
and voice, there is room 
for growth and education 
of the transgender experi-
ence, she said.

The event touched on the 
importance of not making 
assumptions regarding one’s 
gender based on vocal cues.

“Knowing that I can un-
derstand the manuals of 
what the voice is doing 
physiologically, but that ex-
perience of what voice feels 
like and authenticity … is 
unique to the individual,” 
Holmes-Bendixen said.

The UI provided the 
groundwork for Patch’s study 
of the subject, and she ref-
erenced the importance and 
meaning that had to her.

“Working with these wom-
en of the department who 
shaped me back then as a 
feminist scholar and got me 
thinking … It feels great to be 
linking both the work and my 
personal experiences back to 
Iowa,” Patch said.

VOCALITY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

REFUGEE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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Stand-your-ground law must be 
applied evenly in all cases

Nonprofits such as the Crisis Center risk losing outreach with the end of Net neutrality. About half of the center’s contacts are by instant message.

Net-neutrality changes weaken efforts to prevent suicide

Iowa recently changed its law 
from duck and cover to stand 
your ground. This effectively 
changed the requirements nec-
essary for a defendant to claim 
self-defense in a criminal trial. 
Instead of having to prove that 
people first ran or tried to take 
cover before using force to pro-
tect themselves, defendants now 
do not have to duck or cover. In-
stead, they must only prove that 
they acted as reasonable people 
would if they believed they were 
being threatened.

Under this change, people 
also do not even have to be cor-
rect. For example, people could 
think they were being robbed 
and therefore use force, and lat-
er find out they were not being 
robbed at all. Rather, the suspect 
was wearing a ski mask because 
it was cold.

Stand your ground essential-
ly gives people the same power 
a police officer has. If you even 
believe you are being threat-
ened, you are justified in using 
force, even deadly force, if any 
other reasonable person would 
have done the same thing. Even 
though this seems clear, a jury 
found Lamar Wilson guilty of 
voluntary manslaughter.

In August 2017, Wilson was 
on the Pedestrian Mall late at 
night when a group of six men 
walked by him. At least one 
pulled his shirt up to show he 
was carrying a gun. Wilson 

then pulled his registered gun 
out and shot toward the crowd 
five times, killing one. Officials 
later discovered that one mem-
ber of the group of six was a fel-
on carrying a stolen gun.

In court, it was an agreed 
that the men who intimidated 
Wilson had at least three guns. 
One of which, again, was stolen 
and being carried by a felon. 
Despite this, the jury found 
that Wilson was not justified in 
using deadly force.

This ruling is shocking. Wil-
son defended himself against 
six people who were confirmed 
to have at least three guns on 
them. Wouldn’t reasonable peo-
ple use force if three guns were 
pulled on them?

To put things even more 
into perspective, in 2016, Min-
nesota police Officer Jeronimo 
Yanez was found to be justified 
in shooting Philando Castile 

after Castile reached to get his 
wallet out of his pocket. Yanez 
asserted that he believed Cas-
tile was reaching for a weapon 
and therefore he believed he 
was defending himself.

There is an obvious differ-
ence between civilians using 
deadly force and police of-
ficers. But the stand-your-
ground law specifically gives 
civilians the justification to use 
deadly force as long as they be-
lieve they are being attacked. 
In Wilson’s case, he believed 
he was being attacked. Wilson 
was found to be correct, which 
is not even necessary in order 
to use stand your ground as 
a defense. Somehow, Wilson 
was still found guilty.

Meanwhile, Yanez was jus-
tified in killing Castile solely 
because Yanez believed Castile 
was reaching for a weapon.

If Iowa intends on having 

a stand-your-ground law, we 
must at least apply it evenly. It 
is not acceptable to allow some 
people to justify their actions 
with this offense but not oth-

ers. It is absolutely necessary 
that everyone is treated the 
same under the law. It is abun-
dantly clear that Wilson was 
not treated fairly.

COLUMN

For years, Net neutrality 
has been the status quo for 
Internet users. Net neutral-
ity requires Internet service 
providers to offer access to all 
websites — no favorites.

The new pay-to-play system 
will lower speeds for those 
who can’t shell out enough 
money to compete with the 
Googles and Amazons of the 
world: small businesses, non-
profits, and average users, to 
name a few.

For mental-health care pro-
viders with an online client 
base, the proposed changes 

are especially alarming.
I became a volunteer at 

the Crisis Center in 2002 
and joined its staff in 2012. I 
watched from the beginning 
as we built one of the coun-
try’s first online crisis-chat 
programs, which has now be-
come a staple of crisis inter-
vention.

We rely on online connec-
tivity to reach the people who 
need it most — from teen-
agers self-harming in high-
school bathrooms to rural 
Iowans struggling to cope as 
their farms suffer. Soon, big-

ger, more powerful sites will 
be able to fast-track their us-
ers while ours will be under-
cut and immobilized.

Chances are you know 
someone who has used a 
crisis-intervention service. 
There’s an increasing chance 
they received help online 
— talking to one of our ma-
ny chat volunteers or staff, 
or texting a service, or even 
just going to our web pages 
to gather more resources for 
themselves.

Right now, all Iowans can 
access our free, confidential 

help via IowaCrisisChat.org. 
Without Net neutrality, chat 
is in danger.

Volunteers at the Crisis 
Center answer approximately 
30,000 crisis contacts each year. 
About half of those are calls to 
the 24-hour hotline and half 
are chats. Soon, chat will sur-
pass phone calls as the primary 
mode by which people in crisis 
get help. Demand is at an all-
time high, but nationally, only 
9 percent of chats are answered.

At IowaCrisisChat.org, we 
are just beginning to find new, 
innovative ways to close the 

gap; but the FCC changed the 
rules, and we are losing control.

What we built over the last 
decade is under threat. This 
entire system, like much of 
the Web, was built with the 
assumption of open, equita-
ble Internet in which every-
one can participate. The FCC 
tearing Net neutrality apart 
literally puts lives at stake.

Imagine — all of our online 
services are hosted by compa-
nies that will likely have to ne-
gotiate with Internet service 
providers about how to make 
sure the websites they host 

are not left out in the cold. 
I have trouble picturing a 
country without Net neutral-
ity in which we could contin-
ue to reach those who cannot 
find their voice.

We can no longer be silent 
about the need for Net neu-
trality and how it affects the 
thousands of people who turn 
to us for help.

– Beau Pinkham
Director of crisis interven-

tion services,
Crisis Center

LUCEE LAURSEN
lucee-laursen@uiowa.edu

Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
Emergency services respond to a shooting on the Ped mall in August 2017. 
Lamar Wilson, the man charged with the shooting, was convicted of voluntary 
manslaughter. He used the “stand your ground” defense.

President Trump’s proposed tariffs will negatively affect the U.S. economy and provoke retaliation from friends and foes alike.

Tariffs on steel, aluminum will undoubtedly hurt

From the early days of his 
campaign, President Donald 
Trump has hungered for a 
trade war. Last week, he took 
his first steps toward that end 
with his surprise announce-
ment of tariffs on steel and 
aluminum imports. The move 
is controversial — congressio-
nal Democrats and Republi-
cans are critical, and Trump’s 
chief economic adviser has 
resigned over the decision. 
The controversy stems from 
one fatal flaw in the design of 
Trump’s tariff policy: It is a 
massive, idiotic mistake. 

Trump’s understanding 
of trade isn’t elementary 
— it’s downright ignorant. 
Like everything else, Trump 
sees trade as a test of glob-
al strength and masculinity. 
Whoever sells more must be 
winning, and whoever buys 
more must be losing. Sur-
plus good, deficit bad. Trade 
is, of course, far more com-
plex. It isn’t a zero-sum game 
— trade without coercion 
is mutually beneficial. For 
example, we buy a lot of alu-
minum from Canada to use 
manufacturing cars, houses, 
and the like. Why? Because 
Canada has an abundance of 
hydroelectric power, and the 
creation of aluminum is elec-
tric-intensive. From the deal, 
we get cheaper aluminum, 
they sell more aluminum, and 
manufacturers on both sides 
of the border benefit. 

Tariffs are blunt instru-
ments, ham-fists that more 

often than not hurt the coun-
try imposing them. Indeed, 
experts say for every new job 
at a steel mill or aluminum 
smelter that is generated by 
Trump’s tariff, the U.S. will 
lose as many or more jobs 
in sectors that rely on those 
metals, which will now cost 
more. History has proven this 
to be true, as when after Bush 
implemented a steel tariff 
in 2002, nearly 200,000 jobs 
were lost the following year as 
a result. 

We simply don’t create 
enough steel and aluminum 
to get by on our own, and 
even if we did, other nations 
can do it cheaper. When our 
imports are cheaper, we can 
produce more. The proposed 
tariffs are poised to do serious 
harm to U.S. companies that 
rely on aluminum and steel, 
and things could get much 
worse very quickly.

Trade wars are tit-for-tat. 

If we start putting tariffs on 
steel and aluminum, our trad-
ing partners will slap tariffs 
on major U.S. exports. This 
has the potential to devastate 
the U.S. economy, which re-
lies heavily on manufactured 
exports.

Ostensibly, the Trump tar-
iffs are meant to target China, 
which has produced far more 
steel than the world can use, 
driving down steel prices. 
This type of cheating is a le-
gitimate problem, but impos-
ing unfocused tariffs on steel 
and aluminum will leave Chi-
na practically untouched. Our 
major suppliers of steel and 
aluminum are allies such as 
Canada and South Korea. In-
stead of building a coalition 
to fight China’s manipulation 
of steel prices, Trump has 
antagonized every U.S. ally 
while doing almost nothing to 
disrupt China’s trade policies.

Global trade has vast ben-

efits. The U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce estimates U.S. 
families have an extra $18,000 
in spending power because of 
lower prices and more choices 
brought by global trade. The 
costs of global trade, on the 
other hand, are acutely felt. 

Manufacturing cities in the 
Midwest have suffered from 
global competition. It’s worth 
noting that not all manufac-
turing jobs are lost due to 
global trade. MIT economist 
Daron Acemoglu estimates 
that about 1 million of the 5.5 
million manufacturing jobs 
lost between 1999 and 2011 
were because of Chinese com-
petition. Technology remains 
the dominant cause of manu-
facturing job loss in the U.S.. 
Compare these losses to the 
benefits of a trade deal such 
as NAFTA, which supports 
14 million American jobs and 
generates $1.3 trillion annu-
ally in goods and services 

traded across our borders, 
and you see that trade is not 
sucking our nation dry. The 
opposite is true, as the United 
States is one of the primary 
beneficiaries of globalization. 
Domestic policies have failed 
to assist former manufactur-
ing employees in transition-
ing to other careers, and the 
benefits of global trade, like 
so much else in the U.S., have 
been concentrated with the 
very wealthiest Americans. 

The Trump tariffs will 
undoubtedly hurt the U.S. 
economy and global stand-
ing while providing little to 
no benefit. Trump’s willful 
ignorance of basic economic 
theory is putting millions of 
U.S. jobs at risk. Every nation 
we trade with is considering 
imposing tariffs on the U.S. in 
retaliation, and when united 
against the us, the world has 
far more say over our econo-
my than we do over theirs.

COLUMN

 JACOB PRALL
jacob-prall@uiowa.edu
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were subpar. In their 43 
matches, Iowa wrestlers had 
55 takedowns. This will have 
to change before Brands and 
Company set foot in Quick-
en Loans Arena.

Even if the path to gold at 
nationals is muddy for the 
Hawkeyes, there were some 
bright spots throughout the 
Big Ten weekend.

Spencer Lee led the 
Hawkeye lineup in bonus 
points. The true freshman 
125-pounder garnered up 
three bonus-point victories 
on his way to third place. 
He had a pin in 2:43 against 
Michigan State’s Rayvon 
Foley. After dropping to 
the consolation bracket af-
ter losing a 2-1 decision to 
the now four-time Big Ten 
champion Nathan Tomasel-
lo in the semifinals, Lee 
scored a major decision on 
Northwestern’s Sebastian 
Rivera. He capped his week-
end with a tech fall over Pur-
due’s Luke Welch to secure 
third.

“Coaches always talk 
about getting the next best 
thing,” Lee said. “That was 
the job, and that’s what I set 
out to do.”

Iowa fans regard Lee as 
a legitimate national-title 

contender and rightfully 
so. The freshman previous-
ly topped Tomasello, 3-2, in 
the Ohio State-Iowa dual 
meet on Jan. 21.

Lee’s efforts thus far were 
honored following the tour-
nament; he was named the 
Big Ten Freshman of the 
Year.

Vince Turk contended 
during the Big Tens, show-
ing he can compete with 
some of the nation’s best. 
Coming in unseeded, Turk 
topped the eighth-seeded 
Eli Stickley of Wisconsin 
in his weekend opener, 6-0, 
then dropped a 4-0 decision 
to Ohio State’s top-seeded 
Joey McKenna.

Turk worked through the 
consolation bracket and 
ended up with a fifth-place 
trophy and an invitation to 
Cleveland.

Brandon Sorensen was 
the lone Hawkeye in the fi-
nals, where he fell to Penn 
State’s Zain Retherford.

On the surface, the 
Hawkeyes did what they 
seemingly needed to. They 
qualified nine for the na-
tional tournament, but they 
are not where they need to 
be.

“It’s a qualifier, and we 
have work to do regard-
less of where we ended up 
at each individual weight 
class,” Brands said. “There’s 
a lot of work to do.”

Florida State, LSU, Kansas 
State, Wisconsin, Virginia, 
and Iowa State.

The crowd was enrap-
tured by the meet’s events 
throughout the day, all the 
way until the grand finale 
of the event, the 4x400 relay. 
That’s when the Hawkeyes 
asserted themselves as a 
nationally significant pro-
gram, taking home first in 
both the women’s and men’s 
relay. The men trailed for 
about the whole race until 
Mar’yea Harris passed two 
opponents in the last 100 
meters, outstretching LSU 
for the win at the last stride. 
The women trailed only be-
cause of a baton mishap, 
which was made up for by 
Briana Guillory’s 51.04-sec-
ond split.

“After a long evening, 
there were still lots of peo-
ple here and lots of people 
cheering,” former Iowa 
Track and Field Director 
Larry Wieczorek said. 
“I think it’s good for the 
sport of track and field 
and the Iowa track and 
field program. Even if you 
hadn’t been to a track and 
field event before, if you 
were here for an hour, you 
would’ve wondered what 

you were missing out on for 
all of these years.”

Although the men and 
women have dropped in the 
rankings since that meet, 
its significance was not di-
minished.

The indoor season also 
included school records 
from Laulauga Tausaga, 
who shattered the shot-put 
and weight-throw marks.

“Breaking these records 
is amazing to me,” Tausaga 
said. “It shows me that 
when I trust the process, I 
can achieve way more than 
I realize. I considered my-
self a discus thrower, but 
I'm finding out I have other 
strengths.”

Jahisha Thomas won both 
the triple jump and long 
jump at the Big Tens, be-
coming the first-ever Iowa 
champion in the long jump. 
She’s only the sixth athlete 
in Big Ten history to win 
both events.

"I was always thinking of 
winning them both,” Thom-
as told Hawkeye Sports. “I 
was thinking it into exis-
tence and train like you’re 
going to win both.”

Harris, Guillory, Chris 
Douglas, Thomas, Brittany 
Brown, and the men’s and 
women’s 1,600-meter relay 
teams will represent the 
team on Friday and Sat-
urday at the NCAA Indoor 
Championships.

WRESTLING
CONTINUED FROM 8A

TRACK
CONTINUED FROM 8A

They got to see firsthand 
that they were part of creat-
ing our culture, and it’s real-
ly hard to maintain it when 
you’re bringing in a class of 
whole new kids.”

For the men, their Senior 
Night is fast approaching; 
the feelings are just starting 
to become real. These are 
their words to sum the ex-
perience:

Elijah Parsells
“It’s bittersweet. As soon 

as you come here, you know 
this day will come, and it’s 
always closer than you ex-
pect.”

Parsells will graduate 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
physiology.

Austin Hodges
“I’m not really thinking 

about the Senior Night as-
pect, [but over the last four 
years], I’ve definitely be-
come more of a leader.”

Hodges will graduate 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
physical therapy.

Dylan Ellsworth
“I grew up a lot. I didn’t 

come in as the best student, 
[and] I was kind of a lazy 
athlete. I’ve learned when to 

work hard and when to have 
fun. It’s going to be sad; it’s 
my last time in Carver. I’m 
just going to try to have as 
much fun as I can.”

Ellsworth will graduate 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology.

Mark Springett
“I’ve become more con-

fident. I’m a little bit of a 
weird person, but I’m OK 
with that. And I think my 
accepting who I am has led 
me to help and motivate the 
team in my own eccentric 
way. I’m definitely going to 
miss the guys. The joy that 
you have after a victory and 
the agony of defeat. Every-
thing we go through, we go 
through together.”

Springett will graduate 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
sports business.

As much as head coach 
JD. Reive will miss these 
seniors, he’s more excited 
about the futures they’ll 
build.

“They’ve all had a huge im-
pact on the program, which 
made my job very fulfilling,” 
he said. “[We’re] constantly 
talking about what college is 
for. This sport is my platform, 
and we’re trying to make 
these young men be able to 
go out and lead in the world. 
I feel like we do a really good 
job of that. This class is very 
representative of that.”

SENIORS
CONTINUED FROM 8A



BY ANDREW DONLAN
andrew-donlan@uiowa.edu

The Iowa track and field team is in the 
midst of a transition between the indoor 
and outdoor seasons. Athletes who qual-
ified will head to College Station, Texas, 
Friday and Saturday for the NCAA Indoor 
Championships.

The other Hawkeyes are recovering from 
the indoor season and looking forward to 
the start of the outdoor season on March 16-
17 at the Willie Williams Classic in Arizona.

For most of the athletes, the season 
wrapped up on Feb. 23-24 in Geneva, Ohio, 
at the Big Ten Championships. The women 
finished fifth at Big Tens, and the men fin-
ished seventh. There were both encouraging 
and discouraging takeaways from the event. 
Hawkeyes on both teams would have liked to 
finish higher, but the women had their high-
est point total (74) at the meet since 2007. 

The women won four events: the long jump, 
triple jump, 400 meters, and 200 meters, the 
most first-place finishes ever at the indoor 
championships.

According to the U.S. Track and Field and 
Cross-Country Coaches Association rank-
ings, the men and women came into the 
season ranked 32nd and 34th, respectively. 
After the Wieczorek Invitational, hosted 
by the Hawkeyes, the teams peaked in the 
rankings at 22nd for the men and 27th for 
the women.

There were highlights throughout the sea-
son, including an abundance of personal and 
school records. But the Wieczorek Invitation-
al was a special weekend for Iowa track and 
field. The meet included such Olympic med-
alists as Aries Merritt and Georganne Moline 
and also featured top teams from the across 
the nation, including Arizona, Minnesota, 

SEE TRACK, 7A

Tracksters head to 
NCAA Indoors
After a solid indoor season, some Hawkeyes are headed to the 
pinnacle of college track and field.

Long goodbye for 
gymnastics seniors
As the gymnastics seniors wrap up 
their time competing at
Carver-Hawkeye, they reflect on 
their time as Iowa athletes.

BY TAYLOR MCNITT
taylor-mcnitt@uiowa.edu

As the 2017-18 gymnastics season draws to a close, 
eight seniors are faced with the realization that their 
time as college athletes is also coming to an end.

For the women, they’ve already said goodbye to 
Carver-Hawkeye. These are their words to describe the 
feeling:

Nikki Youd
“I hope I have taught my teammates to keep a per-

spective [and to be] persistent and resilient. I’ve defi-
nitely come out of my shell in the past four years, and I 
have my coaches and teammates to thank for that.”

Youd will graduate with a bachelor’s degree in health 
and human physiology. She was recently accepted into 
the University of Iowa College of Dentistry.

Jori Robertson
“I had a few knee injuries that carried over into my 

college career, but I didn’t let it stop me. It’s bittersweet 
to have this be the end at Carver.”

Robertson will graduate with a bachelor’s degree in 
exercise science.

Melissa Zurawski
“I’m going to miss everything about my team. 

I came in here with an injury, so getting through 
that set the tone of my career. Having a coach-
ing staff as amazing as ours has just made me 
grow as a person and a gymnast so much more.”

Zurawski will graduate with a bachelor’s de-
gree in health and human physiology.

Lanie Snyder
“I’ll miss just being able to flip around when-

ever I want. I worked really hard to compete, 
and I’d say that’s a success for me.”

Snyder will graduate with a bachelor’s degree 
in English education.

As these seniors come to terms with the new 
reality being thrust upon them, so must wom-
en’s gymnastics head coach Larissa Libby.

“More than any other class, they represent 
resilience and fight,” Libby said. “They’ve had 
it hard. 

SEE SENIORS, 7A

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Iowa's Josh Braverman competes during the Larry Wieczorek Invitational on Sat, Jan. 20, 2017.
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STAT OF THE DAY

6 NCAA Seeded 
Wrestlers

Six of Iowa’s nine wrestlers who 
qualified for NCAAs will enter the 
tournament with a seed: Spencer 
Lee (No. 3), Brandon Sorensen 
(No. 2), Michael Kemerer (No. 6), 
Alex Marinelli (No. 5), Cash Wilcke 
(No. 14), and Sam Stoll (No. 5).

“We needed more of 
a power punch and 
that's exactly what 
she brought.

— softball head 
coach Marla 

Looper on her 
pinch-hitting 

McKenzie 
Schneider

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

Not-so-ready for Cleveland 
Iowa wrestlers showed they are not in championship shape after a rough 

weekend at the Big Ten Championships.

Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s 125-pound Spencer Lee beats Michigan State’s Rayvon Foley in the first round of the Big Ten Wrestling Championships at the Breslin Center in East Lansing, Michigan, on March 3.

BY JAMES GEERDES
james-geerdes@uiowa.edu

Luckily for the Iowa wrestling team, this past 
weekend’s Big Ten Championships are not the 
biggest stage in college wrestling. That comes 
in two weeks, and the Hawkeyes showed they 
are not quite ready.

Iowa’s lackluster weekend started early. Six 
of the 10 Hawkeye wrestlers dropped to the con-
solation bracket after their first matches in East 
Lansing, Michigan.

“We need to make some adjustments in in-

dividual minds,” head coach Tom Brands said. 
“We have to have our guys fresh in their minds. 
If something goes bad, we have to be able to 
handle that a little better over a two-day, three-
day period.”

Iowa’s efforts landed it in fourth place with 
90.5 team points, the worst performance in 
Brands’ 12-year Hawkeye coaching career. Ohio 
State won for the second year in a row with 
164.5 points, followed by Penn State with 148, 
and Michigan with 118.

Iowa’s Michael Kemerer finished far below 
what anyone expected the 157-pound first-seed-

ed sophomore to end up. After his loss in the 
semifinals, compliments of a Micah Jordan pin, 
Kemerer opted out of his consolation matches 
for precautionary reasons, Brands said, and de-
faulted to sixth place.

Iowa’s weekend can be described with Alex 
Marinelli. The second-seeded 165-pounder, who 
had been undefeated all season, dropped three 
matches in the two days of wrestling to finish 
fifth.

Overall, Iowa’s efforts this past weekend 

Cropley named to 
Bench Watch List

Iowa catcher Tyler Cropley 
was named to the Johnny 
Bench Award Watch List, which 
is given to the nation’s best 
catcher in Division-1 baseball.

After being named a sec-
ond-team All-Big Ten catcher 
last season, Cropley is hitting 
.324 with a team-best 12 RBIs. 
He also has a slugging percent-
age of .486, also the best on 
the team.

The list, which includes 
97 catchers from around the 
country including six from the 
Big Ten, will be narrowed down 
to semifinalists on May 16.

Three finalists will be named 
on June 4, and a vote to 
determine the winner will take 
place during the College World 
Series.

Gustafson earns All-
American honor

 Junior forward Megan Gus-
tafson was left off USA Today’s 
first team of All-Americans but 
garnered second-team honors.

Gustafson leads the nation 
in points per game (25.6), field-
goal percentage (66.8), and 
total field goals (308), while 
ranking second in the country 
in double-doubles with 27. She 
is also fifth in the country with 
12.7 rebounds per game.

This season’s Big Ten Player 
of the Year has also had a good 
stretch recently. She broke a 
Big Ten Tournament record by 
scoring 48 against Minnesota 
on March 2, which also set a 
single-game record for the 
Hawkeyes.

She will continue her season 
in the NCAA Tournament; the 
brackets will be announced on 
March 12. 

People should be talking 
about Iowa baseball way more 
than they are. Sure, some 
people are talking about the 
Hawkeyes’ potential, but not 
enough.

This is a team coming off 
the program’s first Big Ten 
Tournament title ever and off 
to an 8-2 start this season.

The Hawkeyes could even 
have the pieces to do it again.

Right fielder Robert Neus-
trom, named the preseason 
Big Ten Player of the Year, is 
batting .333.

Catcher Tyler Cropley was 
just named to the Johnny 
Bench Award Watch List, which 
is given to the best catcher in 
the country, after getting off 
to a much faster start than last 
season. Right now, he leads the 
team with 12 RBIs.

Despite losing a lot of pitch-
ing from last season, Friday 
starter Nick Allgeyer is back 
after Tommy John surgery and 
hasn’t shown signs of rust. He 
has a 0.96 ERA in three starts 
and is holding opposing batters 
to a .197 average. He also has 
more strikeouts than innings 
pitched, with a 19 to 18.2 ratio.

That’s not even mentioning 
other key pieces.

Head coach Rick Heller has 
done amazing things with the 
program, leading the Hawkeyes 
to their best four-year stretch 
ever.

There are plenty of baseball 
fans in Iowa City, and Iowa 
could use the support. Con-
sidering what the team has 
accomplished and what it has 
the potential to do, people 
should be excited.

 -Pete Ruden



Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@TheDailyIowan

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar

Thursday, March 8 , 2018The weekend in arts & entertainment

Charles Swanson attended the UI in 1972 during 
Hancher’s first season. Now, he continues Hancher’s 
legacy of providing exquisite artistic performances to 
audiences, while also creating important connections and 
sentiments for the organization’s future.

When entering Hancher before an event, audiences encounter 
a lobby in which flat lights hang from the wooden ceiling and 
reflect off the marble floor as if they are displaying the contem-
porary architecture as artwork in itself.

BY RHIANA CHICKERING | rhiana-chickering@uiowa.edu

DESIGN BY ALLIE WILKERSON PHOTO BY BEN ALLAN SMITH
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FRIDAY, 6 P.M., BLUE MOOSE

CHIEF KEEF

 LUCERO

THURSDAY, 7 P.M., GABE’S

C
A

CT
US B

LOSSOMS, WITH HARMED BROTH
ER

THURSDAY 9 P.M., BIG GROVE

A LEAGUE OF THEIR OW

N

Jukebox the Ghost, by Jukebox and the Ghost

In anticipation of Jukebox the Ghost announcing on 
Twitter that its next album will be released later this 
month, the Album of the Week is its self-titled album 
released in 2015. Its sweet, alternative pre-electronic 
age love songs and fun piano melodies play into its 
newest single, “Jumpstarted,” which complements 
the band’s previous sound in its self-titled record 
quite nicely. The beginning is a piano ballad that 
changes into a boppy drum-based rhythm that then 
transforms into a harmonic tune, making the song unique with all of the different 
beats crafted together, while of course keeping the strange, yet lovable electronic, 
acoustic theme the band has created.

 The album includes the popular song “Girl,” which describes moving on to a new 
relationship even after previously loving someone with your whole heart. It is 
about taking a chance on love, but not only does the self-titled album feature the 
hit “Girl,” but there is also a piano instrumental for every song. The band’s versatile 
songs make for an exciting wait for its album, Off to the Races, to drop on March 30.  

Water for Elephants follows Jacob, a veterinary student at Cornell. 
As he is about to finish his degree, his parents die in a car accident, 
leaving him without money and a job. Luckily, the circus is always 
there for those who wish to leave behind their worst memories, and 
Jacob happily accepts a position to care for the animals. However, 
problems arise when Jacob falls in love with Marlena, the wife of 
Augustus, the head of the animal acts. Augustus began his abusive 
tendencies on the animals and now practices them on his wife. 
Jacob is especially worried for Rosie the elephant, because she has 
not been training well with Augustus. Will Jacob be able to save the 
animals, along with his newly found love? 

SATURDAY, 10 A.M., FILMSCENE

In Mexico during the early 20th century, Tita de la Garza falls in 
love with Pedro Muzquiz, who asks to marry her. Unfortunately, 
Tita is the youngest daughter of the family, and by her mother’s 
family tradition, is forbidden to marry until her mother dies. So 
Pedro marries the eldest daughter, Rosaura, to remain close 
to Tita. The family is thrown into a stagnant turmoil, rising and 
falling with each disastrous or wonderful event. Tita’s life is 
thrown into despair when her nephew, Pedro’s son, dies. After 
having a meltdown, Tita’s mother throws her into an insane 
asylum, where she is treated by a kind American doctor, John 

Brown. Having growing feelings for each other, the two seems very happy, until Tita 
hears news about Pedro. Will Pedro and Tita ever be together?

2B 80 HOURS

WEEKEND EVENTS

TODAY 03.08

FRIDAY 03.09 

Foxtrot is an Israeli drama that won the Grand Jury Prize Silver Lion at the Venice 
International Film Festival. The film also became the first Israeli entry for Best 
Foreign Film at the 90th Academy Awards. An affluent couple from Tel Aviv learn 
that their son has died fighting in the Israeli military. Foxtrot is an account of their 
grieving process as well as the events that led to his death. 

Faces Places is a French documentary film directed by Agnes Varga and JR. The film 
documents the journey of Varga and JR across rural France. With a mix of cinema 
and photography, the two artists examine the communities and landscape that are 
seen as the bedrock of France. Faces Places also creates a portrait of an enduring, 
unlikely friendship. The documentary is playing at FilmScene.

— by Joshua Balicki

— by Natalie Betz

— by Madison Lotenschtein 

FOXTROT

FACES PLACES

WATER FOR ELEPHANTS, BY SARA GRUEN 

LIKE WATER FOR CHOCOLATE, BY LAURA ESQUIVEL

THEATER
• APPLES IN WINTER,7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE 
THEATER, 213 N. GILBERT
• SEVEN HOMELESS MAMMOTHS WANDER 
NEW ENGLAND,  MAINSTAGE SERIES, 8 P.M., 
THEATER BUILDING THAYER THEATER

DANCE
• 1-800-WRK&TXT, 8 P.M., SPACE/PLACE

WORDS
• KIRKWOOD ENGLISH CONVERSATION CLUB, 10 A.M., 
IOWA CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY, 123 S. LINN

THEATER
• APPLES IN WINTER, 2 P.M., RIVERSIDE
• CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF, 2 P.M., GIVING TREE 
THEATER, 752 10TH ST., MARION
• THE DIARY OF ANNE FRANK, 2:30 P.M., THEATER 
CEDAR RAPIDS

FILM

MUSIC

• A LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN, 10 A.M., FILMSCENE
• ANA MENDIETA, IOWA FILMS, 3:30 P.M. FILMSCENE

• CLARINET STUDIO RECITAL, 3:30 P.M., VOXMAN 
RECITAL HALL
• CHIEF KEEF,  6 P.M, BLUE MOOSE, 211 IOWA
• BLUE DREAM, 8 P.M., YACHT CLUB, 13 S. LINN
• SOUL SHERPA, 9 P.M., MILL
• SOULSHAKE,10 P.M., GABE’S, 330 E. 
WASHINGTON

OPENING MOVIES

LIT PICKS

ALBUM PICK
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FILM

MUSIC

• LITTLE WOMEN, 3:30 P.M., FILMSCENE, 118 E. 
COLLEGE
• ALL THE QUEEN’S HORSES,  4:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• FACES PLACES, 6 P.M., FILMSCENE
• SIGNATURE MOVES, 6:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• FILM CLUB, THE BROTHER FROM ANOTHER 
PLANET, 7 P.M., 101 BECKER

• LUCERO,  7 P.M., GABE’S, 330 E. WASHINGTON
•  GARNET ROGERS, 7 P.M., LEGION ARTS CSPS 
HALL, 1103 THIRD ST. S.E., CEDAR RAPIDS
• CASEY ABRAMS,  8 P.M., MILL, 120 E. 
BURLINGTON
• JOSH ABBOTT BAND,  8 P.M., FIRST AVENUE 
CLUB, 1550 S. FIRST AVE.
• CACTUS BLOSSOMS, WITH HARMED 
BROTHER,  9 P.M., BIG GROVE, 1225 S. GILBERT ST.

SATURDAY 3.10

THEATER
• COMIC MURDER MYSTERY DINNER THEATER, 
MURDERED BY THE MOB, 12:30 P.M., OLD 
CREAMERY, 39 38TH AVE., AMANA
• NATIONAL THEATER LIVE, CAT ON A HOT TIN 
ROOF, 2 P.M, ENGLERT, 221 E. WASHINGTON
• APPLES IN WINTER, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE
• SEVEN HOMELESS MAMMOTHS WANDER NEW 
ENGLAND, MAINSTAGE SERIES, 8 P.M., THAYER 
THEATER

SUNDAY 3.11

FILM
• A LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN, 10 A.M., FILMSCENE

MUSIC
• PIANO SUNDAYS: ALAN HUCKLEBERRY 
AND STUDIO, 1:30 P.M., OLD CAPITOL SENATE 
CHAMBER
• FROMPS, 9 P.M., GABE’S

• IF OBJECTS COULD TALK, ALL-DAY, AFRICAN AMERICAN 
MUSEUM OF IOWA, 55 12TH AVE. S.E., CEDAR RAPIDS
• LOVING YOUR EMPATHIC SELF, 12:30 P.M., 
ILLUMINATIONS HEALING ARTS CENTER, 329 10TH AVE. S.E., 
CEDAR RAPIDS
MAKE YOUR OWN STEIN, 2 P.M., LION BRIDGE BREWING, 59 
16TH AVE. S.W., CEDAR RAPIDS
PUB QUIZ, 9 P.M., MILL

MISCELLANEOUSDI

• MISSION CREEK 2018 FUNDRAISER, 5:30 P.M., 
ENGLERT, 221 E. WASHINGTON

MISCELLANEOUSDI

DANCE
• 1-800-WRK&TXT, 8 P.M., SPACE/PLACE

THEATER
• APPLES IN WINTER, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE
• THE DIARY OF ANNE FRANK, 7:30 P.M., THEATER CEDAR 
RAPIDS, 102 THIRD ST. S.E., CEDAR RAPIDS
• SEVEN HOMELESS MAMMOTHS WANDER NEW 
ENGLAND, MAINSTAGE SERIES, 8 P.M., THAYER THEATER 

• MS. PAT, WITH KRISTI MCHUGH, 8 P.M., PENGUIN’S 
COMEDY CLUB, 208 SECOND AVE. S.E.

MISCELLANEOUSDI

MUSIC
• AARON KAMM & THE ONE DROPS, 5 P.M., YACHT 
CLUB
• ICON FOR HIRE, 5 P.M., GABE’S
• HERNDON SPILLMAN, GUEST ORGAN RECITAL, 
7:30 P.M., VOXMAN CONCERT HALL
• OPERATION: 808 | A NEW WORLD, 9 P.M., BLUE 
MOOSE
• WOLF MIXER, 10 P.M., GABE’S

DANCE
• 1-800-WRK&TXT, 8 P.M., SPACE/PLACE

CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF

SUNDAY, 2 P.M. GIVING TREE THEATER
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BY SARAH STORTZ
sarah-stortz@uiowa.edu

Fifty-two Hawkeyes will 
take their musical talent 
more than 4,000 miles away 
from home during this 
spring break.

The trip will be led by Pro-
fessor Richard Heidel and 
Professor Kevin Kastens, 
combining students from a 
vast range of majors who wish 
to perform music abroad.

From March 11 to March 
18, the musicians will tour in 
Northern Ireland and the Re-
public of Ireland and perform 
a series of concerts.

When he was appointed 
as the new director of bands 
in 2002, one of Heidel’s long 
term goals for the School of 
Music was to organize a trip 
abroad for members of the 
university. The UI Symphony 
Band performed in Europe in 
1966, and the Johnson Coun-
ty Landmark Jazz Band has 
played festivals in Europe.

A few of the sites the group 
plans to visit include The Irish 
National Famine Museum, 
Ballintubber Abbey, and the 
Saint Patrick’s Day Parade in 
Dublin. They will also collab-

orate with a community band 
and orchestra during their 
performances.

Heidel said the 2008 Iowa 
River flood was a large reason 
that the project was delayed 
for so long; the flood de-
stroyed the original Voxman 
Music Building, along with 
Clapp Recital Hall and the 
original Hancher.

With the new Voxman Mu-
sic Building opening not that 
long ago, Heidel surveyed 
students suggesting the idea 
of an spring-break interna-
tional trip and was met with 
overwhelming support.

Ireland was selected as the 
destination because of the 
country’s deep love of music 
over the centuries.

“Music has been important 
to people of Ireland for a very 
long time, so they appreciate 
[it],” Heidel said.

The repertoire includes 
pieces native both to Ireland 
and the United States, with 
Heidel emphasizing the im-
portance of combining music 
from different cultures.

“This is becoming more 
commonplace among con-
ductors to have good diver-
sity among programming,” 

Heidel said. “For our stu-
dents, to be able to rehearse 
and prepare for Ireland is 
very important and signif-
icant. The Irish audience 
members will be honored 
that a band from the United 
States has prepared music 
for their homeland.”

UI junior Andy McDonald, 
a percussion player for the 
band, said he was ecstatic to 
sign up for the trip, especially 
as a music-education major.

“The band crew is fantas-
tic, so I knew it was going 
to be fun trip and we were 
going to play fun music,” he 
said. “It’s always interesting 
to see what’s going on [in 
other countries], especially 
in music education.”

UI senior and clarinetist 
Devan Cummings also signed 
up for the trip.

“I don’t have a lot of expe-
rience internationally,” she 
said. “I always wanted to trav-
el to Europe, and this seemed 
like a huge opportunity.”

Cummings looks forward 
to exploring the scenery Ire-
land has to offer.

“It’s very green and very 
different from where we are 
here,” Cummings said. ‘I 

don’t see a lot of that from Io-
wa City, so it’ll be interesting 
to see how different it is.”

Heidel’s ultimate goal 
for the trip is for everyone 
to come together through 
music.

“I hope they bond and our 
students become closer,” 
Heidel said. “When musi-
cians come together and they 
perform, it’s a very special 
experience.”

McDonald also views the 

trip as a valuable experience 
for everyone.

“This is not a very common 
experience for people to get 
in college,” he said. “It’s real-
ly neat and really powerful to 
get this opportunity.”

A measure of Emerald Isle for Music School
After staying close to home in the United States for a few decades, a couple of UI music professors are ready to give 
students a global perspective.

Megan Nagorzanski/The Daily Iowan
Richard Heidel conducts the UI Concert Band during a rehearsal in Voxman on Tuesday. The School of Music 
musicians will perform in Ireland over spring break.

BY ELLY WOODS
ellyssa-woods@uiowa.edu

At 5 p.m. today in the IMU, 
computer-science Assistant 
Professor Kyle Rector and 
UI Librarian Brad Ferrier 
will discuss ways to make art 
accessible to those with dis-
abilities in “smART Talks: Art 
and Accessibility. This event 
is one of a series of SmART 
Talks throughout March.

Veronica Smith, the coor-
dinator of the SmART Talks 
program and an assistant 
curator at the UI Museum of 
Art, teaches a global art his-
tory course at Kirkwood Col-
lege. She often takes her stu-
dents on field trips and has 
experts come in to speak. 

The SmART series began be-
cause she wanted to bring 
a similar experience to the 
public with a greater focus 
on the Art Museum.

“Nearly 12 percent of Io-
wa's population lives with 
some kind of disability,” 
Smith said in an email to  
The Daily Iowan. “Addition-
ally, nearly every person 
will experience disability at 
some time in their lives — 
we all eventually lose our 
hearing, our eyesight, our 
memory. As a public muse-
um, the University of Iowa 
Museum of Art has the priv-
ilege and duty of providing 
access to the collections for 
all Iowans. To adequately do 
so, we must think of access 

in all senses of the word.”
Rector worked on re-

search to make visual art 
more available to the blind. 
Her research has focused 
on finding ways to tie ver-
bal description, music, and 
sound effects into the mu-
seum experience. She said 
smaller museums usually 
don’t have a lot of resourc-
es, and low-vision attendees 
must go with a guide for the 
art to be accessible.

“The idea is that as we get 
closer to a piece of art, we see 
more visual detail,” Rector said. 
“So why not have it be as we get 
closer to a piece of art, we hear 
more detail in the audio.”

Researchers began test-
ing a system that would play 

background music first, and 
while approaching the art, 
it would move to sound ef-
fects of objects pictured in 
the art, and finally a verbal 
description of the art at the 
closest point.

However, after trials, they 
discovered that subjects 
wanted to hear a verbal de-
scription before anything 
else, so they could know 
what they were getting into. 
Rector said that all discov-
eries like this help, because 
researchers are still in the 
conceptual phase of the 
technology.

“We aren’t making a prod-
uct to be sold, we are trying 
to say, ‘Guys, this can be do-
ne and we should think about 

doing this in the future in a 
more robust fashion,’ ” Rec-
tor said.

Ferrier, a stroke survivor 
who works in the UI libraries, 
has researched what kinds of 
technologies other museums 
have. He said most museums 
don’t have much more than a 
statement on their websites 
offering help to any guests 
with disabilities.

“A lot of them, as far as I 
can tell, have very little, at 
least on their websites, in-
cluding us,” Ferrier said. 
“We don’t have much but 
a statement that says, ‘If 
you need help, assistance is 
available.’”

Some museums have 
more, he said. The Chazen 

Museum in Madison, Wis-
consin, has resources for 
those with mobility issues, 
hearing issues, and vision 
issues — which is what Fer-
rier wants to see the UI mu-
seum to have. The UI is set 
to build a new art museum 
beginning this year, and 
Ferrier hopes the technolo-
gies can be implemented in 
the new facility.

Improving accessibility for all in the Iowa museums
As part of a series of SmART Talks in March, panelists will gather to talk about improving disability resources in art museums.

BY MADISON LOTENSCHTEIN
madison-lotschtein@uiowa.edu

Finding the nuns making 
books in Renaissance Italy UI 
Postdoc Fellow Melissa More-
ton will delve into nuns mak-
ing books during the Renais-
sance in Italy.

Monks have long been 
well known for their ele-
gant manuscripts, hymns, 
psalms, and humble life de-
voted to their God. But what 
about the nuns who devoted 
their lives to such a cause? 
Where are their works of art, 
writing, hymns, and psalms?

Yesterday, the Center for the 
Book Postdoctural Fellow Me-
lissa Moreton delivered a lec-
ture on nuns making books in 
Renaissance Italy in the Main 
Library Special Collections.

While doing graduate 

research in Florence, Italy, 
Moreton she about the nun-
scribes and the convents 
they inhabited. After notic-
ing how little of information 
was available on their pro-
duction of books, Moreton 
decided to immerse herself 
in the world of the past. At 
the event, the historian will 
explain how she does her re-
search and show the latest 
methods in finding the nuns 
books and manuscripts.

“Most of the manuscripts 
nuns made were devotion-
al [for prayer, study, con-
templation] and liturgical, 
books that the nuns sung 
from in the choir and those 
that helped them perform 
important religious rituals,” 
Moreton said. “They also 
copied theological texts and 
kept administrative docu-

ments, used to keep track of 
their financial transactions 
and the daily operations of 
the house. They wrote ex-
tensive convent histories, 
called chronicles, and books 
of entry and death, which re-
corded the names and infor-
mation of the women who 
entered as girls and com-
memorated them in death.”

These driven women led busy 
lives that led to them writing a 
great number of manuscripts 
and books. Sadly, most hymns 
and psalms written by the nuns 
have been written under the 
name “anonymous.” But with a 
little research, Professor Emerita 
Constance Berman, a medieval 
scholar, lifts the veil on their lives.

“Women have been unrec-
ognized with their hymn writ-
ing,” Berman said. “We began 
to find out that most of the 

‘anonymous’ writers were actu-
ally women. They lived long and 
productive lives and not only 
produced books but artworks 
and plays. There was some real 
exciting art and literature be-
ing produced in these houses 
of nuns. It’s an area in which 
there’s still a lot of work to be 
done because of the amount of 
time it had been neglected.”

The production of mak-
ing a book from its very be-
ginning is not only tedious, 
it also requires a fresh and 
focused mind. Book pages 
were cut to fit animal skin 
or paper, and lines were 

drawn to the piece of paper, 
essentially making a type of 
lined-notebook paper of the 
15th and 16th Centuries. The 
nuns then manually copied 
and wrote each word on the 
page with care. After finish-
ing their prized pieces, they 
would “sprinkle some sugar 
on top” and paint little de-
signs on the pages.

“I would definitely call 
them works of art, because 
the creation of these books 
was a time-intensive en-
deavor and was made by 
creators who practiced and 
perfected their skill over a 

lifetime,” said Special Col-
lections outreach librarian 
Colleen Theisen, the curator 
of the event. “The careful 
and delicate calligraphy and 
illumination is created with 
a skill that is equal or beyond 
that of most fine artists.”

A Nuns and their production of books in Renaissance Italy
In renaissance Haly nuns created many enlightened manuscripts. 

Where: IMU Richey Ballroom

When: 5 p.m. today

Cost: Free

EVENT INFO 

When: 7 p.m. today 
(refreshments, 6:30 p.m.)

Where: Main Library Special 
Collections

Cost: Free

EVENT INFO 
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Crowds in elegant clothing 
gather in Hancher’s Stanley 
Café, where they interact with 
each other over delectable des-
serts and beverages including 
champagne and pinot noir.

With gleaming faces and joy-
ous laughter, audiences discuss 
the excitement and wonder-
ment of an upcoming perfor-
mance as anticipation rises.

Somewhere in this crowd, 
Hancher Executive Director 
Charles “Chuck” Swanson is 
most likely speaking admirably 
about the arts with new and re-
turning audience members.

Swanson values the interac-
tions that take place at Hancher 
prior to performances because 
they make live performances 
more meaningful and memora-
ble. To Swanson, creating expe-
riences that people remember is 
his most imperative aspiration.

In Swanson’s office, a bulletin 
board showcases photographs 
from his memories at Hancher. 
Among the photographs are a 
team selfie with Steve Martin, 
dance troupe members holding 
Swanson above their heads, and 
Swanson alongside exuberant 
donors who were as passionate 
about the arts as he was, includ-
ing Dick and Mary Joe Stanley, 
the eponyms of Stanley Café.

“If people see him at any time, 
he’s just such a positive person,” 
said Hancher education man-
ager Micah Ariel James, who 
coordinates opportunities for 
K-12th-grade students and uni-
versity students. “He’s always 
smiling, he’s always laughing, 
[and] he loves to give tours. I 
love passing by him in the hall-
way as he’s giving a tour of the 
building, because we have been 
here almost two whole years, 
and it never gets old for him. 
He loves seeing the smiles on 
people’s faces, he loves seeing 
people experience [Hancher] 
for the first time.”

During the summer of 2007, 
Hancher partnered with the 
Joffrey Ballet to celebrate the 
performing-arts center’s 35th 
anniversary and the ballet 
company’s 50th anniversa-
ry by organizing a “River to 

River” tour. This partnership 
brought five free outdoor per-
formances to audiences across 
the state: Council Bluffs, Des 
Moines, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
City, and Muscatine.

“[Chuck] has [a vision] for 
creating transformative artistic 
expressions for all Iowans,” said 
Zoë Woodworth, Hancher’s 
graphic-design director.

In Hancher’s lobby, an en-
larged photograph of the Jof-
frey Ballet’s Iowa City “River 
to River” tour performance 
depicts hundreds of attendees 
watching the ballet dancers 
perform on stage outside the 
old Hancher.

However, Swanson faces the 
opposite direction of everyone 
else in the picture. Not only was 
he mesmerized by how many 
people attended the event on 
that day, he was delighted by the 
audience experiencing the bal-
let and interacting with those 
around them.

Art transforms lives and 
provides people with an out-
let from difficult situations. 
Swanson recalls theaters ex-
periencing greater attendance 
levels after 9/11 and a parade 
being held in metropolitan ar-
eas such as Detroit, when racial 
tensions were rising.

As a result, Swanson and his 
team strive to create opportu-
nities in which real connections 
may be made among the art-
ists and the audience as well as 
among the audience members. 
Helping create ways to trans-
form people’s lives and provide 
an outlet for difficult situations 
in society remains at the fore-
front of Swanson’s mind.

Throughout his 33 years at 
Hancher, Swanson has em-
phasized that art is for all 
demographics, working to 
build relationships with a va-
riety of community members 
and making them feel a sense 
of belonging.

Hancher’s stunning, im-
pressive architecture beau-
tifully reflects the intricacies 
of art, similar to the perfor-
mances Hancher provides to 
audiences. However, Hanch-
er’s extravagant aesthetic may 
intimidate people — a known 
obstacle that causes Swanson 
to encourage his staff mem-
bers to acknowledge.

“Chuck often reminds us that 
Hancher is for everybody … we 
need to find ways to make this 
place a [comfortable] place for 
everybody … it’s impressive and 
beautiful, but it’s also intimi-
dating,” said Hancher Market-
ing Director Rob Cline. “When 
[Chuck] is on campus or in the 
community and trying to build 
partnerships, he’s always will-
ing and able to talk about the 
ways [in which] we are building 
a wider community.”

Since Hancher’s $176 mil-
lion construction earlier this 
decade, its staff has focused 
on furthering community in-
volvement to create new histo-
ry and poignant connections 
in the new building.

One can witness Hanch-
er’s creative ways to broad-
en community involvement 
while walking through the fa-
cility, which is now lined with 
art pieces created by K-12th-
grade students from several 
different schools around the 
local community.

Additionally, outside the 
Strauss Rehearsal Space, a 
seven-canvas-large painting 
depicts the artwork and cre-
ative writing project of sev-
enth-grade students. Students 
from seven different commu-
nities developed the artwork 
by taking selfies, tracing them, 
and then writing about what 
performance means to them 
along the outlines of their self-
ies. These faces of the students, 
made real with their own 
words, were placed over a blue-
print of the new Hancher.

Swanson’s passion and ded-
ication to the arts and determi-
nation of instilling a sense of 
belonging in community mem-
bers enabled him to provide 
endless educational and memo-
rable experiences to audiences, 
regardless of the obstacles chal-
lenging these efforts.

When the Iowa River 
flooded in 2008, the old 
Hancher was ruined, leaving 
the organization without a 
home for eight years.

“When it flooded out, we 
were all heartbroken … we were 
all in a strange moment, [but] 
Chuck [never] lost faith,” Cline 
said. “He is the quintessential 
cheerleader for [Hancher]. His 
spirit of excitement and his 

faith that we could come back 
bigger and better than ever was 
utterly unwavering.”

Swanson’s leadership 
during Hancher’s construc-
tion process largely affected 
the way its surrounding com-
munities experience art and 
interact with others.

Even Cesar Pelli, a well-
known architect who evolved 
skylines into masterpieces, 
still considers Hancher in 
admiration.

Swanson said Pelli, who is 
now 91 years old, still informs 
people that Hancher was his fa-
vorite project.

For Swanson, an important 
component of the construction 
process was to express his and 
his team’s gratitude toward 
the construction workers who 
worked meticulously through 
frigid winter temperatures.

He arranged for some of 
his artistic friends, including 
Wycliffe Gordon and Susan 
Werner, to perform for them to 
show Hancher’s appreciation. 
Additionally, community mem-
bers signed a beam that was 
built into Hancher’s architec-
ture, making the community a 
part of Hancher’s DNA.

“The first performance in the 
new auditorium on [Hadley] 
Stage was [restricted to] the 
construction workers and their 
families,” Woodworth said.

Swanson’s care for the 
construction workers stems 
from a memory of the original 
Hancher’s construction pro-
cess, during which a piece of 
scaffolding landed on two of 
the workers and killed them. 
In memory of the construction 
workers who lost their lives, a 
tree was planted in an area that 
is now the front lawn of the 
new Hancher.

Even more thoughtful, Swan-
son held a ceremony to bless the 
land where the new Hancher 
would be built, inviting Japa-
nese-American drummers to 
perform at the ceremony.

Throughout the construc-
tion, Swanson also focused 
on keeping Hancher’s legacy 
alive while also improving 
Hancher for future genera-
tions and artistic needs.

“We knew what artists need-
ed,” Swanson said. “Things we 
didn’t have in the original build-

ing, we wanted to make sure we 
had in this building.”

As a result, Swanson and his 
project team decided to incor-
porate a wardrobe room for 
costumes and laundry ame-
nities, a visiting artists area 
in which artists spend time 
together when they are not 
rehearsing, and buffet lines, 
which allow staff members to 
provide food and beverages to 
the artists without having to 
set up and take down tables.

Most importantly, Hanch-
er cut back the number of 
seats in the auditorium 
from 2,500 seats to 1,800 to 
establish a more intimate 
experience for the audience 
in hopes of increasing the 
opportunity for connections 
and memorable experiences.

“There’s no one warmer 
than a Hancher audience,” 
Swanson said. “The artists — 
with the warmth of the audi-
ence — leave here thinking 
[Iowa City] is one of the great-
est places in the world.”

Every seat in Hancher has 
access to great sound and 
views of the performances, 
and the seats are quite close to 
the stage, seemingly erasing 
the line drawn between audi-
ences and artists.

Eliminating this line also 
enables artists to have a more 
personable connection with 
the audience.

“Not only do we want audi-
ences to have memorable ex-
periences, but [we want] the 
artists to [encounter] mem-
orable experiences [through 
our programming] as well,” 
said Programming Director 
Paul Brohan.

While sitting in the audi-
torium, it is as though all put 
aside any differences they may 
have to come together and ex-
perience an amazing art form 
that will transform the ways in 
which they think and interact 
with each other.

“The arts can bring a lot of 
joy and a lot of different per-
spectives, and I also think the 
arts are a great avenue and a 
great resource for creating op-
portunities for celebrating dif-
ferences when it comes to peo-
ple,” Swanson said. “[We are] 
really looking at ways to create 
situations in which people can 
understand cultural differ-
ences, [and] people can learn 
how to get along better, how 
to work together, and how to 
tackle the world’s tough prob-
lems [by giving them] a plat-
form for discussion.”

SWANSON
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan
Hancher as seen on Nov. 2, 2017.
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