
BY JULIA SHANAHAN
julia-shanahan@uiowa.edu

More than a week has passed since the fatal 
shootings at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High in 
Parkland, Florida, which left 17 dead and 14 wound-
ed. The shooter used an AR-15 rifle, according to offi-
cials, which is known for its use in several other mass 
shootings in the U.S.

Matthew Halsrud, the CEO of Central Iowa Im-
pact and a gun retailer in Boone, Iowa, said his com-
pany does not stand for fatal violence, but he noted 
that there are a number of semiautomatic firearms 
that have the same firing power as an AR-15.

“People think if we ban these guns, everything will 
be safe. There are a number of semiautomatic rifles, 
so it would only stop that one,” Halsrud said. “That’s 
only going to change the one gun the shooter is go-
ing to use.”

He said there are other common misconceptions 
about the AR-15.

“It’s a common misconception that they are classi-
fied as an assault rifle,” he said.

AR-15 stands for ArmaLite Rifle, the company that 
created them in the 1950s.

Halsrud says another common misconception is 
that AR-15s are fully automatic; they are semiauto-
matic.

He said that with one pull of the trigger, one 
round of ammunition will be expended. Even if you 
hold the trigger to its rear, the firearm will not shoot 
again. AR-15s have the same rate of fire as a hand-
gun, he said.

“It will only shoot as fast as you can pull the trigger 
back and forth, and that’s with any semiautomatic,” 
Halsrud said.

Halsrud said that at Central Iowa Impact, he sells 
an estimated 50 AR-15s in a year. In Iowa, he said, 
the rifles are primarily used to kill coyotes and other 
predators that hunt turkeys. The rifle can shoot 400 
yards, which, he said, gives the shooter a large ad-
vantage over animals.

The firearms are easy to adapt to the shooter to 
make the shooter more comfortable, he said. If a 

50¢DAILY-IOWAN.COMTHURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2018 THE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA COMMUNITY SINCE 1868

The Daily Iowan

BY BROOKLYN DRAISEY
brooklyn-draisey@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa researchers enlisted the help 
of a common farm animal in their joint injury re-
search, and they found a method that could help slow 
post-traumatic arthritis.

In a recently published study, UI scientists, doc-
tors, and engineers used Yucatan mini pigs to test an 
arthritis medicine that is used on humans in a new 
way. The pigs’ ankles were fractured. Then, research-
ers injected either Amobarbital and N-acetylcysteine 
directly into the joint space within an hour of the 
break, then again a week later.

No other treatment was used on the pigs, and re-
searchers examined the joints six and 12 months af-
ter the fracture.

The study was funded by the National Institute of 
Health and the Department of Defense.

Principal investigator and UI Associate Professor 
of orthopedics, rehabilitation, and biomedical engi-
neering James Martin said the Defense Department 
is keenly interested in joint-injury research, because 
so many soldiers suffer injuries and diseases that de-
velop later as a result, such as arthritis.

The problems can plague them for years before 
they can find relief in procedures such as total joint 
replacement. But such replacements don’t last forev-
er, and doctors prefer to wait until patients are older 
before operating, Martin said.

“Joint trauma and the osteoarthritis that develops 
from that is the most common reason for disability 
in active military,” he said. “It is particularly harmful 
for younger people … and if they do injure their joints 
and go down the path to post-traumatic arthritis, 
that will happen in as little as a few years.”

In order to have a replicable procedure, the pigs’ 
ankles were fractured in a specific way, then repaired 

Released: Iowa City 
Suspension
Take a look behind the scenes 
of the resurrected practice of 
suspension. Iowa City resident 
Kyle Bingham gets pierced in 
the back with hooks and hangs 
by his skin to experience what 
some suspension enthusiasts 
describe as a sensation of 
bliss, euphoria, and a close 
connection to God. 
80 HOURS

Iowa’s winning streak 
survives with a 
comeback 
The women’s basketball team 
extended its winning streak to 
six with a 77-66 comeback win 
over Rutgers. Iowa trailed by as 
much as 13 in the third quarter, 
but Kathleen Doyle came up 
clutch in the fourth to send 
the game to overtime, where 
the Hawkeyes took care of 
business. Megan Gustafson also 
etched her name in history by 
setting Iowa season records 
for points and rebounds in a 
season. Sports, 6A

Tuition hikes on the 
horizon
The state’s regent universities, 
including the UI, are likely to 
get a tuition hike of around 4 
percent for the next academic 
year. University heads testified 
in the State Capitol on Wednes-
day pushing for approval 
of fiscal 2019 appropriation 
requests. News, 2A

Wrestling sophomore 
may snatch a 
permanent spot just in 
time
Paul Glynn has had success in 
the past, but after a rough start 

to the year, 
his position 
on the team 
was unknown. 
However, he 
could be on 
his way to 
securing a 
permanent 
spot at the 

133-pound weight class just 
in time for the Big Ten and 
NCAA Championships in March.  
Sports, 6A 

Men’s basketball falls 
to Gophers, 86-82
Iowa’s rough season contin-
ued on Wednesday, as Minne-
sota got off to a hot start that 
the Hawkeyes couldn’t over-
come. Ryan Kriener and Isaiah 
Moss had set career-highs for 
Iowa, but Minnesota’s Nate 
Mason outplayed everyone on 
the team’s senior day, scoring 
33 points and dishing out 6 
assists. Sports, 6A 

SEE AR-15, 2A

Myths of the AR-15

Iowa’s need for a 
designated state fossil 

Pigs pair with 
UI for arthritis 
research
A new study that used pigs’ 
joints and ankles to test the 
process might lead to to help 
them test a new osteoarthritis 
treatment.

SEE ARTHRITIS, 2A

The UI Earth and Environmental Sciences Department supports the creation of an Iowa state 
fossil and suggests the crinoid as the best choice.
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Tune in for LIVE updates
Campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at daily-iowan.com.

Ashley Morris/The Daily Iowan
Fossils are displayed on a map of Iowa in Macbride Hall on Tuesday. The Earth and Environmental Sciences Department is seeking to make the crinoid fossil recognized as Iowa’s state fossil.

CEO Matthew Halsrud of gun retailer Central Iowa Impact points 
out what he thinks are common misconceptions of the AR-15 rifle 
and gives some background on its primary uses in Iowa.

Get updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar
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    In late November 2017, a Daily Iowan reporter 
was given access to a demonstration. Two local 
businessmen opened their doors that evening to 
give this reporter a glimpse into a resurrected 
practice that dates back thousands of years. 
    Release Body Modification owner Steeve 
Easley and colleague Kyle Bingham filled a 
niche that has increased 
in popularity, especially 
in the tattoo and piercing 
crowds: It’s called human suspension. It’s the 
practice of hanging by skin stabbed hooks from 
their backs, chests, and even their knees to in-
duce a sort of pain-inflicted euphoria.
    It’s a practice born of rite and ritual, with its 
origins planted firmly in Native American cul-
tures and North American tribes, dating back 
thousands of years. Modern-day suspension was 
popularized in North America first by a man by 
the name of Allen Falkner in the 1980s. 
    Since then, suspension has grown into a small 
yet passionate community worldwide, and Steeve 
and Kyle are part of approximately a dozen active 
suspension enthusiasts in eastern Iowa.
    The pair has performed for tattoo conventions, 
and Kyle was suspended at rock festivals from 
2012 to 2016 in front of thousands of concertgo-
ers, either grimacing or awed, including wide-
eyed children with hand-smashed faces. Steeve 
and Kyle are both in their late-20s. While heavily 

The weekend in arts & entertainment

RELEASED: IOWA CITY
SUSPENSION

Local owner of Release Body 
Modi� cation Steeve Easley and 

his colleague Kyle Bingham 
welcomed � e Daily Iowan to a live 

demonstration of human suspension. 

BY JAMES YEAR      james-year@uiowa.edu 

Go to daily-iowan.com 
to see the video.

DESIGN BY TESSA SOLOMON

SEE SUSPENSION, 4B

Glynn

News
To Know

BY AADIT TAMBE
aadit-tambe@uiowa.edu

Iowa does have a state bird (Eastern Goldfinch) and 
a state flower (wild rose), but it is one of seven states not 
to have a state fossil, despite the state’s rich fossil history.

The University of Iowa Department of Earth and En-
vironmental Sciences is advocating for the crinoid to 
become that state fossil.

As of now, the states that have not designated a state 
fossil are Arkansas, Hawaii, Indiana, Iowa, Minnesota, 
New Hampshire, and Rhode Island.

A crinoid can be best described as a starfish on a stalk, 

said Tiffany Adrain, the collections manager for the de-
partment.

However, instead of having five arms like a typical 
starfish, crinoids are encased in a ball at the top of the 
stalk. The crinoid has its mouth and waste disposal sys-
tem on its top.

Because they are marine animals and look like flow-
ers, they are popularly called sea lilies, Adrain said. They 
have been around for approximately 400 million years.

“We have an incredibly long history of fossil research 
and discovery in [Iowa],” she said. “[Iowa’s fossil discov-
ery] dates so long that one of the people that were on the 
Lewis and Clark trip actually collected fossils from Iowa.”

Having a state fossil can help people get in touch with 
the natural wealth the state has to offer, Adrain said. 
Children can learn about the rich history of fossils. Most 
importantly, it helps boost the identity of the state and is 
something that the state can be associated with.

Children should get to learn about the state fossil just 
as they learn about the state animal, bird, or rock, she 
said.

Burlington is internationally known for its fossils, 
Adrain said, and is where most crinoid fossils come 
from. Exhibits of fossils from Iowa are in museums all 

Chuck Liddy/Raleigh News & Observer/MCT
An AR-15 manufactured by Core15 Rifle Systems is on display at Perry and Apo’s Gun Shop in Wendell, North Carolina. 

SEE CRINOID, 2A

NATIONAL POLITICS

INSIDE:



over the world.
The collection at UI was 

started around 160 years ago. 
Crinoids were the earliest spec-
imens to be published. The cri-
noid collection is known inter-
nationally because it has been 

the basis of research since 1878.
“One of the things about Iowa 

is that if you stripped out all the 
soil, the entire state is made of 
rocks that [were] deposited on 
the floor,” Professor Jonathan 
Adrain said.

“North America has been un-
der water for most of geological 
time, so Iowa is made of rock that 
is millions of years old,” Jonathan 
Adrain said. “So, it’s important 

[to have a state fossil] for this 
state than any other, for letting 
people know that this is basically 
what we live on.”

Crinoid fossils in Iowa are 
wonderfully preserved, Adjunct 
Assistant Professor Raymond 
Anderson said. They are one the 
earliest animals to live on Earth.

Making crinoids Iowa’s state 
fossil would help educate chil-
dren about the history of fossils 

of the state, he said.
There was a bill prepared 

to make crinoids Iowa’s state 
fossils in 2005, Jonathan 
Adrain said.

“The Legislature does have 
other important things to do; 
however, [this] isn’t a decision 
that is going to take much 
time,” he said.

It makes sense for crinoids 
to be the state fossil, because 

there are so many that are 
found, said Victoria McCarty, 
an intern working on crinoid 
collections. Not only are the 
fossils found in abundance, 
they are also in good condition.
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BUDDY, CAN YOU HELP A VET?

Gaoyuan Pan/The Daily Iowan
Disabled veteran and Iowa City resident Eric Pedersen looks for help at the intersection of Washington and Clinton Streets.

CRINOID
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

shooter has vision problems, he 
or she can put something on the 
rifle to magnify targets, such as 
a scope, and the stock, a part of 
a rifle that rests on the shooter’s 
shoulder, can also be shortened.

Halsrud said that in order 
for the buyer to customize a 

semiautomatic rifle, he or she 
needs to present a permit to 
acquire or to carry a rifle, he or 
she must go to the sheriff’s of-
fice, and there must be a local 
and National Instant Criminal 
background check.

To modify a firearm to shoot 
continuously is only for mili-
tary and law enforcement and 
illegal for the public, according 
to Iowa law.

Lt. Kevin Bell of the Johnson 

County Sheriff’s Office said 
that to his knowledge, he has 
never seen applications for 
modifiers such as bump stocks 
go through the office.

“Occasionally, I get copies 
from folks who want silencers 
for their guns,” he said.

All paperwork goes through 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac-
co, Firearms, and Explosives, 
Bell said.

On the ATF application 

available online, applicants 
are given basic questions 
about their demographics. 
The application presents 
questions regarding citi-
zenship, mental health, and 
criminal history. The second 
part of the application must 
be completed by the seller, 
which asks about the firearm 
being purchased, the photo 
identification of the buyer, 
and the response from the 

national background check.
The Iowa Firearms Coali-

tion, an NRA affiliate group, 
has not released a statement 
following the Parkland, Flori-
da, shooting.

Firearm retailers in Iowa, 
Midwest Shooting Supply Inc. 
and JT Guns and Supply, de-
clined to speak with The Dai-
ly Iowan. Fin & Feather and 
Brownells Inc. were not avail-
able when asked for a comment.

AR-15
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Corrections: 
In the Feb. 16 article “College 

of Nursing expands online 
course partnership,” North Iowa 
Area Community College was 
incorrectly called "Northern 
Iowa Area Community College" 
and later shortened to "Northern 
Community College." Those 
names have been fixed in the 
online version of the article. The 
DI regrets the error. 

In the Feb. 21 article “City 
Council approves Ped Mall 
renovations,” it incorrectly 
stated fees would be waived on 
Washington Street because of 
downtown construction. Wash-
ington Street will not have 
waived fees, and that has been 
updated in the online version of 
the article. The DI regrets the 
error.

Tuition hikes likely to be 
around 4 percent
The regent university presidents still hope to boost financial aid 
despite discussions of budget cuts.
BY MARISSA PAYNE
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

DES MOINES — For stu-
dents to continue paying below 
the advertised “sticker price” for 
higher education, state support 
will play a crucial role at Iowa’s 
universities — particularly as 
the institution’s governing board 
considers a tuition increase of ap-
proximately 4 percent.

The institutional heads of the 
public universities and special 
schools governed by the state 
Board of Regents testified before 
the House Appropriations Com-
mittee on Wednesday morning at 
the State Capitol to push the Leg-
islature to fund their fiscal 2019 
appropriations requests.

Debate over budgets, 
tuition hikes carries on

The Iowa Senate passed a 
proposal Feb. 8 to take back $14.6 
million in appropriations from 
the universities for fiscal 2018. 
The state House introduced a 
proposal for $8.1 million in cuts to 
the regent universities to be split 
among the University of Iowa 
and Iowa State University, with 
no cuts made to the University of 
Northern Iowa’s budget.

Despite this uncertainty, Re-
gent President Mike Richards said 
the regents are committed to only 
voting on tuition rates once, and 
they have delayed approval of tui-
tion rates for the 2018-19 academic 
year until June.

“Our job is to come up with [a 
tuition rate increase] that families 
in the state of Iowa can live with,” 
Richards said after the committee 
meeting.

The potential 4 percent in-
crease would be lower than the 
7.08 percent increase for resident 
undergraduates that the UI pro-
posed in August at its Tuition Task 
Force meeting.

Financial-aid forecast uncer-
tain without state stability

For fiscal 2019, the universi-
ties are seeking an additional 
$12 million to its base appro-
priations to fund resident un-
dergraduate financial aid at the 
three public institutions — $5 
million each for the UI and ISU 
and $2 million for UNI.

In fiscal 2018, the regents re-
ceived $483.3 million in state sup-
port; the UI received $216.8 million 
of that total.

According to the regents’ 2015-
16 financial-aid report, only 0.3 
percent, or $3 million, of all aid 
comes from the state. Iowa ranks 
last in the nation for state-award-
ed need-based financial aid to 
public university students.

To offset tuition increases and 
the lack of state support specifical-
ly for financial aid, the UI has pri-
oritized boosting its institutional 
financial aid. In 2015-16, the UI 
allocated $75.4 million to financial 
aid. Of the undergraduate stu-
dents who received institutional 
financial aid, 55.4 percent demon-

strated need.
At the UI, 45 percent of students 

graduate without debt. Students 
leave with an average indebted-
ness amounting to $26,557, which 
is roughly the same as the average 
of all four-year public universities.

Increasing merit and need-
based aid is the priority, UI 
President Bruce Harreld told 
legislators. He detailed the Feb-
ruary 2017 decision to cut legacy 
scholarships, which, he said, the 
UI was spending $22 million 
on. Financial aid needs to be in-
creased proportionally to tuition 
increases, he said, to ensure the 
price students pay remains below 
the actual cost of attendance.

“While we at the University of 
Iowa certainly understand the 
budget constraints that you all 
face, it is important to recognize 
that as the university works to 
create a stable funding plan, we 
need the state as a predictable, 
stable partner as well,” he said.

Rep. Cindy Winckler, D-Dav-
enport, a member of the House 
Appropriations Committee, 
expressed concern that low-in-
come students were being 
priced out of higher education 
as state funding has dwindled, 
forcing the universities to rely 
more heavily on tuition revenue 
as a funding source.

“When that happens, 
students and families pay 
more,” she said. “… If we 
want to be ready for the fu-
ture, we absolutely have to 
invest in higher education.”

as a human ankle would be: 
with plates and screws. The 
medicine has also been used 
to treat humans, but never so 
soon after the fracture or so 
close to the injured location.

“It was a repurposing of a 
barbiturate that has been used 
in humans for many years,” 
said Jessica Goetz, an engineer 
and researcher in charge of 
analyzing the bone measure-
ments and cartilage before 
and after the treatment.

Goetz said she used a spe-
cial microscope to conduct 
the histological analysis of 

the joints, which tells her 
about the overall health of the 
joint related to arthritis. The 
researchers found that this 
new process of treatment was 
fairly successful and helped 
a great deal in shielding car-
tilage from degenerating, 
which leads to arthritis.

“It was not perfect, but it 
made a huge difference in 

reducing the loss of cartilage 
degeneration,” she said.

While this is all great for 
pigs with joint injuries, the 
question remains about 
whether the procedure will 
work for people.

This is what research-
ers are trying to figure out. 
Since the study’s conclusion 
in mid-January, cell biologist 

Mitchell Coleman said scien-
tist have worked on drafting 
proposals and finding feder-
al funding for clinical trials, 
to see if the process is safe 
for people.

“The safety data are the 
next step; we have to prove it’s 
safe,” he said.

Coleman said he’s opti-
mistic about the safety of the 

procedure for humans, and 
he is confident the benefits 
will transfer between species. 
Before pigs, cows and rabbits 
were also test subjects.

“That one intervention 
early on had profound con-
sequences for whether or 
not disease would develop,” 
Martin said.

ARTHRITIS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

UI sees growth in 
distance education
The popularity of distance education was the focus during 
Wednesday’s state Board of Regents meeting in Ames.
BY EMILY WANGEN
emily-wangen@uiowa.edu

With the expansion of dis-
tance education at Iowa’s uni-
versities, student have more 
opportunities for flexibility in 
their education.

Increasing reliance on tech-
nology has resulted in the evo-
lution of delivery mechanisms, 
making distance education “a 
fast-moving aspect of the post-
secondary education sector,” 
according to a report from the 
state Board of Regents.

Over the last five years, en-
rollment in distance-education 
courses at the three regent uni-
versities has increased by 31.6 
percent, rising from 59,542 in 
2013-14 to 78,383 in 2016-17. 

At the University of Iowa, 
the fall 2016 headcount of stu-
dents enrolled in these cours-
es was 2,859, up from 2,343 in 
fall 2014.

The Regents Distance Edu-
cation Strategic Plan has out-
lined four goals and strategies 
to provide access to courses 
and programs off campus to 
meet the learning needs of 
Iowans and allow others to 
access the programs at the re-
gent universities.

Regent Chief Academic 
Officer Rachel Boon said this 
plan came from collaboration 
among distance education ex-
perts at each of the universities 
with review from the provosts.

UI Associate Professor of 

political science Brian Lai, 
the director of undergraduate 
studies, said the programs are 
a method of reaching nontra-
ditional students who may 
not be able to attend regular 
on-campus classes. He noted 
that many students have start-
ed careers and are looking to 
obtain a degree.

“With the growth of online 
majors throughout the coun-
try, I think our online major 
provides a higher quality kind 
of major experience for stu-
dents,” Lai said, noting the 
classes taught online through 
the UI are taught by faculty 
who teach on campus. 

Students who are on cam-
pus can see the benefits of 
online learning, such as flex-
ible scheduling, Lai said, but 
he said there will always be 
a demand for learning in a 
university setting.

“So many of our on-cam-
pus students are participating 
in online courses,” Boon said 
during the regents’ meeting. 
“… In some cases, it’s a better 
fit for their learning style, and 
in other cases, it’s a way for 
them to maybe accelerate their 
path to graduation.”

An issue that comes with on-
line programs is a disconnect 
with faculty that comes from 
being away from campus. 

Lai said the UI tries to 
connect online students 
and faculty in a variety of 
ways including Zoom, a vid-

eo-conferencing service, to 
give students the ability to 
speak with faculty and advis-
ers through their computers 
and online discussions.

“It gives me an opportu-
nity to use my creativity in 
figuring out how to engage 
students,” Adjunct Instructor 
Patricia Elkington said about 
her experience with teaching 
online courses.

Discussion posts are one of 
the ways she said she employs 
in her online course — an ag-
ing and longevity studies class 
— more interactive. Another 
way is through work she as-
signs, including an assign-
ment that requires students 
to interview someone at an as-
sisted living or nursing home.

Elkington said her efforts 
have led to zero concerns 
raised about the disconnect 
in her classes, according to 
her course evaluations of the 
51 percent of students who 
submitted them.

Lai and Elkington said they 
believed online education will 
continue to grow, but Elking-
ton noted it depends on the 
person providing instruction 
in these courses.

“If there are people who 
can be creative enough in pre-
senting material online, it will 
grow,” Elkington said. “If it’s 
going to be routine, ‘Read the 
PowerPoint, read your lessons, 
take an exam,’ then I don’t 
think it will grow.”
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Professor examines women in politics
Associated Professor Tracy Osborn hosts a lecture about the importance of recruiting more women into politics.

Among the aisles of people’s histories 
At 5 p.m. today at MERGE, archivists, historians, and scholars will discuss the importance of archives in preserving cultural history 
during World Canvass: Against Amnesia — Archives, Evidence, and Social Justice.
BY ELLY WOODS
ellyssa-woods@uiowa.edu

The Iowa Women’s Ar-
chives nestles into the third 
floor of the Main Library. 
The archives contain thou-
sands of material labeled 
with the names of notable 
Iowa women: documents 
from Peg Mullen, an an-
tiwar activist whose son 
was killed by friendly fire 
during the Vietnam War, 
the feminist women who 
began the Emma Goldman 
Clinic in Iowa City, famous 
UI female athletes, and 
more line the gray shelves.

Today at 5 p.m., MERGE, 
136 S. Dubuque St., will host 
World Canvass: Against 
Amnesia — Archives, Evi-
dence, and Social Justice, 

in which archives such as 
these will be explored. The 
discussion is part of the Of-
fice of the Provost’s Global 
Forum/Obermann Human-
ities Symposium, a larger 
event that will take place 
from March 1-3. During 
the symposium, archivists, 
scholars, and artists will 
share things they’ve saved 
and why these things are 
important in preserving 
cultural history.

Following the World 
Canvass discussion, the Ar-
chives Crawl on Saturday 
will go from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
at various archives and mu-
seums around town.

Kären Mason, the cura-
tor of the Iowa Women’s 
Archives, will speak in the 
first part of World Can-

vass, “Remembering who 
we are.” The archives were 
founded in 1992 by Lou-
ise Noun, a social activist, 
and Mary Louise Smith, 
the first woman to chair 
the Republican National 
Committee. Mason said the 
Women’s Archives gathers 
documents from a range of 
people across the state in 
order to preserve the histo-
ry of notable women.

“It’s really important that 
we have these collections 
that document the experi-
ences of people who have 
really been forgotten,” Ma-
son said. “They aren’t part 
of our history or if they are, 
it’s a very slanted history 
because it’s not told from 
their point of view.”

John McKerley of the UI 

Labor Center is set to be a 
guest during the third part 
of the event, “Animating the 
archive.” He said the job of 
the Iowa Labor Collection 
is “to reach out to Iowans 
across the state to record 
their story and connect 
them to the past.”

McKerley said the Iowa 
Labor History Oral Project 
has around 1,200-1,500 au-
dio recordings, many from 
the 1960s and ’70s. These re-
cordings are in the process 
of being digitized so they 
can be made available to the 
public.

“One of the great things 
about [audio recordings] is 
we get the words they speak 
and the way they tell it,” 
McKerley said.

This way, listeners are 

able to hear the emotion and 
tone used by the subject, 
which provides details a 
written document could not.

Many of McKerley’s re-
cordings focus on activists 
who worked to get the Iowa 
Public Employment Rela-
tions Act put in place. Most 
recently, he received the Ar-
chie Green Fellowship from 
the American Folklife Cen-
ter in the Library of Con-
gress to record interviews 
with refugee and immigrant 
workers in Iowa and Illinois. 
The center also recently 
included the first non-En-
glish interviews, recorded in 
Spanish.

Teresa Mangum of the 
Obermann Center of Ad-
vanced Studies said archives 
can be made up of anything 

— paper, blood, river sam-
ples, etc. The symposium’s 
goal is to share the works 
with Iowa City.

“Our symposium honors 
the work of those archives 
and the artists, archivists, 
and scholars who mine the 
larger world of archives in 
the service of social jus-
tice work across the globe,” 
Mangum said in an email to 
The Daily Iowan.

Where: MERGE, 136 S. Dubuque

When: 5:30-7 p.m. today, with 
reception beginning at 5 p.m

Cost: Free and open to the 
public

EVENT INFO
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BY MARIA KUIPER
maria-kuiper@uiowa.edu 

The number of women 
across America running for 
legislature has been on the rise.

In the 2016 presidential 
election, Hillary Clinton was 
the first major-party female 
candidate for president in 
U.S. history.

In Iowa, Kim Reynolds 
became Iowa’s first female 
governor in 2017, becoming 
one of the six female state 
governors in the U.S.

The Center for American 
Women and Politics states 
that since 1925, only 39 wom-
en have been governors. In 
2018, only 106 women have 

congressional positions, just 
shy of 20 percent of all con-
gressional seats.

On Wednesday night, 
University of Iowa Associate 
Professor of political science 
Tracy Osborn delivered a 
lecture on recruiting more 
women into politics as a part 
of a Wonk Wednesday dis-
cussion put on by the Public 
Policy Center.

“The United States ranks 
99th in women’s representa-
tion,” Osborn said. “We are 
behind countries we label as 
conservative, such as Saudi 
Arabia and Pakistan.”

Osborn reported that the 
overall percentage of wom-
en in state legislatures is 

around 25 percent, but the 
figure varies widely by state.

“Arizona’s and Vermont’s 
Legislatures are 40 percent 
women, while Wyoming’s 
is only 11 percent,” she said. 
“Interestingly enough, Wy-
oming was the first state to 
allow women to vote.”

UI Professor of women’s 
studies Ellen Lewin was 
disappointed at the ratio of 
women in political positions.

“Women are half of the 
population,” Lewin said. “I 
want gender diversity in our 
government so it is a more 
accurate representation of 
our actual population.”

Osborn noted that when 
women run for office, they 

win at the same rates as 
men. The problem is get-
ting women to run in the 
first place.

“Women feel less quali-
fied to run for office than 
men,” Osborn said. “Even 
when they have the same 
qualifications for office as 
men, they are more worried 
about the processes of elec-
tions, such as effects on the 
family and fundraising.”

In a study Osborn pro-
vided, a researcher asked a 
group of similarly qualified 
men and women if they felt 
as though they were fit to 
run for office; 20 percent of 
women felt they were very 
qualified compared with 33 

percent of men.
On account of this infor-

mation, Osborn’s research 
focused on Women’s Re-
cruitment Groups, orga-
nizations that encourage 
women to run for office.

One of these organi-
zations, Iowa’s 50/50 in 
2020, has as its mission to 
“achieve political equity for 
women by recruiting, train-
ing, and mentoring women 
candidates.”

The group is one of the 
only nonpartisan women’s 
recruitment groups in the 
United States. A common 
problem Osborn brought to 
light was that most  wom-
en’s recruitment groups fo-

cus on Democratic women.
“There are reasons to elect 

Democratic and Republi-
can women,” Osborn said. 
“When more women are in 
office, no matter their party, 
more young women run for 
office as well.”

Johnson County Supervi-
sor, Mike Carberry agreed 
there should be more wom-
en in office but believes that 
policy is just as important.

“We should elect as ma-
ny women as possible, but 
we need to elect the right 
women,” Carberry said. “It 
doesn’t matter if you are a 
man and have bad policies 
or if you’re a woman and 
have bad policies.”
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Nikolas Cruz isn’t a ‘broken child’

In light of the #MeToo and Time’s Up movements, President Donald Trump voices his opinion that resides in contrast with the rest of America.

Trump speaks against #MeToo, and America keeps talking

By now, we have all heard 
of the Marjory Stoneman 
High shooting in Florida 
that put lead through our 
hearts on a day where love 
and support was supposed 
to bring people together. 
One aspect of this tragic 
event that has escaped a lot 
of attention is the ignorant 
perspective defense attor-
neys have used to frame 

Nikolas Cruz, infantilizing 
him into a “broken child,” 
because the recent death of 
his mother. Numerous news 
outlets have put out arti-
cles with this quote in their 
headlines. At a glance, these 
headlines feel as though 
these networks are justify-
ing this inexcusable, vola-
tile behavior of a man who 
allegedly killed 17 innocent 
children. This must stop. It’s 
not morally right to human-
ize this cutthroat slayer.

It is reported that Cruz 
fired at least 17 fatal shots, 
snatching children from 
their families and futures. 
It is reported that this man 
— not a child — strolled into 
a Subway after his heinous 
crimes and ordered a drink 

unsuspectingly. So, why is 
it that the media humanize 
him? Why is it that after 
getting instant alerts of a 
shooter, nobody suspect-
ed the white guy ordering 
a drink at Subway with a 
crazed look in his eyes?

Nobody is referring to 
Cruz for what he is because 
he’s just another “troubled” 
white kid who didn’t get the 
help he needed. If the shoot-
er was a minority, news 
outlets would be referring 
to him as a terrorist, a mur-
derer, a monster. Laws and 
legislation would be heavily 
influenced by his minority 
status, because he is a na-
tional threat. So, why isn’t 
it the same for Cruz? Why 
does his white skin excuse 

him from the weight of his 
crimes?

Because, our country 
adopts an unwarranted ex-
ceptionalism to people com-
mitting a crime if their skin 
isn’t so pigmented as the per-
son standing next to them.

The media double stan-
dard on crime extends to 
our justice system. While 
this racial disparity is per-
petuated in the media, it is 
also reflected in the justice 
system.

A 2016 Florida Herald-Tri-
bune investigation, “Bias on 
the bench,” found that Flor-
ida judges lack consistency 
in sentencing criminals, and 
this inconsistency is direct-
ly related to racial dispari-
ty. The sentencing system 

is broken because African 
Americans end up spending 
more time in jail than whites 
do for crimes of equal stat-
ure. The study found that 
even for third-degree mur-
der, blacks were consistent-
ly sentenced more harshly 
than whites.

American sportscaster 
Dale Hansen said it perfectly 
in his segment on ABC Dal-
las affiliate WFAA when he 
stated, “If it was a Muslim or 
a Mexican doing the shoot-
ing, how many new laws and 
how much money would we 
spend then to stop the mad-
ness? But because it’s almost 
always a white kid, there’s 
just nothing we can do.”

America always prides 
itself on being the land of 

the free and that it is for the 
people and equality, but it is 
a part of this in group-favor-
itism model that unfairly fa-
vors the majority white pop-
ulation regardless of their 
actions. News outlets and 
social media humanize this 
monster of a man, trying to 
evoke a sense of sympathy 
because he has had a trou-
bled life — haven’t we all? If 
an African American kid did 
the same thing Cruz did on 
Valentine’s Day, there’s no 
doubt whether he would be 
referred to as a beast, a vil-
lain, a monster who needs 
to get the harshest punish-
ment possible. The double 
standard on crime needs to 
end. Give Cruz the penalty 
he deserves.

COLUMN

“People’s lives are being 
shattered and destroyed by 
a mere allegation,” tweeted 
the president of the United 
States on Feb. 10 regarding 
the result of the #MeToo 
and Time’s Up movements. 
“Some are true, and some 
are false. Some are old, and 
some are new. There is no 
recovery for someone false-
ly accused — life and career 
are gone. Is there no such 
thing any longer as due pro-
cess?”

President Donald Trump 
thrust himself into the un-
raveling conversation of 
sexual assault that has blan-
keted the entire country in 

speculation. In doing so, 
he seemingly set himself 
against the nation at a time 
in which that should be the 
last thing he should do — 
considering his response to 
these limitless movements 
is occurring at a time that 
the president himself has 
been accused of sexual ha-
rassment, sexual assault, 
and overall unwanted sex-
ual advances by 12 women.

Many of these women 
are demanding justice — 
and they are not alone in 
their demands. Millions of 
Americans stand with these 
women as they rally along-
side one another, voices 
weaving together a bold 
sound of resistance toward 
silence.

The togetherness and for-
titude exalted by the Amer-
ican population is deeply 
moving, and it is moving 
in the direction of long 
overdue justice for those 
who have been forced in-
to submitting to silence 
when their reports — old 

and new — have been dis-
regarded. While, as a result 
of #MeToo and Time’s Up, 
a wave of corruption has 
been exposed in areas as 
widespread as the Olympics 
to the industries of media, 
music, and business to the 
U.S. government.

With women and men 
fiercely claiming their sto-
ries — not as victims but as 
victors over their own testi-
mony — men in power have 
responded with fear-filled 
accusation and reluctance 
to comment. In removing 
themselves from their jobs, 
their roles in society, and 
halfheartedly dismissing 
the media gravitating to-
ward them, some of the men 
— once power-filled — now 
appear to be in hiding.

These women have brave-
ly taken on the burning 
spotlight and offered de-
tailed accounts of the ways 
their superiors have taken 
advantage of, manipulat-
ed, and threatened them as 
working women. In an in-

dustry that is cluttered with 
bloodied-knuckled wom-
en who have been fighting 
for centuries for equal pay, 
the same women are now 
publicly fighting powerful 
figures — and getting a re-
sponse.

Considering the presi-
dent’s stance on “mere alle-
gations” having “shattered 
and destroyed” the lives of 
those accused of sexual ha-
rassment and sexual abuse 
— and the potential of them 
being false accusations — 
one can only take into ac-
count the harsh reality that 
millions of men’s and wom-
en’s lives have been shat-
tered and destroyed in wake 
of experiencing sexual ha-
rassment and sexual assault 
that has gone undocument-
ed and unnoticed.

It is hard to believe such 
a growing number of men 
and women could all be ly-
ing or exaggerating about 
a problem that has plagued 
this society for centuries. 
This disbelief is deeply root-

ed and embedded in a sys-
temic society that has been 
blind to the dehumanizing 
and unforgivable act of sex-
ual assault for far too long, 
and the obliviousness will 
no longer continue on.

These are the si-
lence-breakers — the men 
and women — who are 
standing from the shadows 

and bringing to light the 97 
men and counting who have 
committed such unspeakable 
acts. And the silence-break-
ers are the ones speaking to 
life these unspeakable acts 
and advocating boldly for 
justice long overdue, regard-
less of what is being said 
against them by even those 
as powerful as the president.

TAYLOR NEWBY
taylor-newby@uiowa.edu

Discussing sexual misconduct and the dating scene.
Rape culture enforces toxic norms

The first step into un-
derstanding the concept of 
rape culture in our society 
is to first understand the 
history behind the culture 
and how it has been propa-
gated and reinforced. Rape 
culture is primarily un-
derstood as a sociological 
concept in which rape is ul-
timately pervasive and nor-
malized in society because 
of the dominant shared atti-
tudes regarding gender and 
sexuality.

Rape culture manifests 
in various ways in our soci-

ety such as victim blaming, 
slut shaming, and over-sex-
ualization; however, ma-
ny of these problems are 
overlooked as just societal 
norms. But these are bla-
tant reinforcements of rape 
culture; when combined, 
these concepts not only 
normalize rape itself but 
provides the foundation for 
it to occur.

Regarding the question of 
where an individual should 
potentially draw the line of 
respect in the dating scene, 
it is better to ask whether 
or not our own actions are 
reinforcing the existence 
of rape culture itself in so-
ciety. Meaning, it is better 
to understand and be con-
scious of how not only our 
actions set the foundation 
for rape culture to normal-
ize in our society but our 
attitudes as well.

However, it is difficult 

to interpret instances in 
which an individual could 
be consenting to an act 
when, in reality, she or his 
is not. When this occurs, it 
is important to understand 
how rape culture influences 
interactions like this, such 
as the concept of token re-
sistance. Token resistance 
is the idea that women re-
ject sexual advances when 
they actually want to en-
gage in sexual activity. 
This presents a dichotomy; 
women should say no in or-
der to protect their image, 
but they should also say yes 
because of gender expecta-
tions.

To truly understand 
whether an individual is 
consenting to an act, there 
must be open and explic-
it communication, despite 
the normalization of rape 
culture and the double stan-
dards that exist. 

COLUMN

NICHOLE SHAW
nichole-shaw@uiowa.edu

CONSTANCE JUDD
constance-judd@uiowa.edu

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

To truly fund education, our tax dollars 
should fund the product
In response to a DI writer’s column, the public needs to consider 
how the state funds schools, not education. 

File Photo/The Daily Iowan
Then-presidential candidate Donald Trump delivers a speech at the Mis-
sissippi Valley Fairgrounds in Davenport on Dec. 5, 2015.

Jacob Prall had an opinion 
piece published  on Wednes-
day (‘School choice’ gone now 
but not forgotten, Feb. 21) 
concerning school vouchers 
and public education. The on-
ly problem is that Prall almost 
completely ignored the most 
important part of this issue: 
education.

He talks almost exclusive-
ly about schools, the vendor, 
rather than the product, ed-
ucation. This seems to be a 
frequent problem with op-
ponents of school vouchers. 
They confuse all their terms 
and miss what we are all try-
ing to talk about with this 
issue.

I’ll use an analogy to make 
my point. When the state of 
Iowa wants to build a bridge 
with public money, it will ac-

cept bids from private con-
tractors to find which vendor 
can produce the product for 
the best possible price.

The state does not start its 
own construction company to 
produce the bridge, because 
ultimately what the taxpayers 
are funding is a bridge, not a 
vendor. Even if a public con-
struction company were to 
exist, that would not limit the 
state to only using the public 
company. Again, the people 
are buying a bridge.

Whoever can build the 
highest quality bridge at the 
lowest price should get the 
bid, regardless of whether 
they are a public or private 
vendor.

Prall makes the complaint 
that some students who go 
to private schools get a worse 

education. 
This is akin to President 

Trump’s recent talks about 
getting a Blue Apron-style 
food-stamp program. Every-
one who was up in arms about 
that proposal rightly said peo-
ple should be free to choose 
their own food products, 
even if those products are less 
healthy. Likewise, education-
al vendor choices should be 
left to consumers, parents.

Our state government cur-
rently does not fund public 
education. It funds public 
schools, the vendor. To truly 
fund education, our tax dol-
lars should fund the product, 
regardless of vendor.

– Scott Hastings
University of Iowa staff 

member



seventh time this season that 
the Hawkeyes have scored 50 
or more points in the second 
half, the fourth time in their 
last eight games.

Iowa overcame a poor 
first half in which it shot 
under 35 percent. By the end 
of the game, the Hawkeyes 
raised their shooting per-
centage to 49.3 percent from 
the floor.

Despite the loss, Iowa had 
strong showings from Isaiah 
Moss and Ryan Kriener. Both 
sophomores set career-highs, 
as Moss dropped 32 points, 
and Kriener netted 15.

Freshman Luka Garza also 
had a much-needed showing, 
scoring 16 points to go along 
with 9 rebounds.

Their performances came 
when Iowa needed them, be-
cause Tyler Cook and Jordan 
Bohannon, the Hawkeyes’ two 
leading scorers, did not have 
strong nights offensively.

Cook recorded 6 points 
on 2-of-8 shooting, and 
Bohannon failed to score, 
missing both of his shot 
attempts.

It was a good comeback for 

Kriener, who missed numer-
ous games earlier in the sea-
son with a concussion.

“The thing I love about him 
is he came in missed a shot, in 
the second half, missed anoth-
er shot, but he’s going to keep 
shooting,” head coach Fran 
McCaffery said. “He doesn’t 
have anything at all resem-
bling tentative in his game. 

He’s coming. That’s why I 
think he has a chance to be re-
ally special.”

After Kriener put his time 
in, Moss tried to bring the 
Hawkeyes back at the end, 
scoring 19 points in the final 
1:36.

“He has the ability to do 
that,” McCaffery said. “It’s 
funny because you have a guy 

who’s a legitimate 6-5, he can 
get to the rim, he’s got a pull-
up game, he’s got a 3-point 
game, and he’s quick. All I ev-
er do is encourage him to go 
… You go get buckets. That’s 
what you do. He was really 
impressive tonight.”

The strong second half was 
a stark contrast from the first 
half, where the ugly offense 

was apparent throughout, 
and Minnesota led 31-19 at the 
break. Both teams had a hard 
time getting shots to fall; Io-
wa’s field-goal percentage was 
32.1 percent, and the Gophers 
hit their shots at a 35.3 percent 
clip.

Turnovers were also a 
big problem for Iowa ear-
ly. In the first seven min-

utes of game time, the 
Hawkeyes turned it over 
six times.

Gopher guard Nate Mason 
was a big reason for Minne-
sota’s success in the first half, 
and he helped his team clinch 
the game in the end. On the 
team’s Senior Night, the se-
nior guard dropped 33 points 
and 6 assists.

Jordan Murphy comple-
mented Mason in an impres-
sive way, scoring 21 of his own 
while grabbing 17 rebounds.

“Those two guys give you 
a chance to win every night,” 
McCaffery said. 
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and of those nine times, he 
has won only three.

He was decent after red-
shirting his first year on 
campus. Competing unat-
tached in the 2015-16 season, 
he recorded a 15-9 record. In 
2016-17, he posted a record of 
7-6, including a second-place 
finish at the Luther College 
and Pat “Flash” Flanagan 
Opens.

He also led Bettendorf High 
to a state title in 2014.

That previous success 
didn’t translate at the begin-
ning of the season, though, 

and Brands attributed it to a 
simple rut.

“I don’t anticipate that he’ll 

be in his rut for long,” Brands 
said in December. “[It’s] 
something we’ve got to work 
really hard to improve on so 
he can have some peace in his 
life.”

Glynn has been work-
ing on this, pulling out two 
wins in his last three match-
es, one against Northwest-
ern’s No. 20 Colin Valdiviez 
by decision, 3-2, and one 
Feb. 18 against Iowa State’s 
Markus Simmons, also by 
decision.

It’s the most recent match 
that has fans talking, though. 
In the first half of the match, 
Simmons scored a takedown 

and a 4-point near-fall, taking 
a 6-point lead.

Glynn didn’t yield, howev-
er. He battled out the rest of 
the match, scoring his own 
takedown and near-fall, put-
ting riding time in his favor, 
and securing the victory with 
one last takedown.

But that there was a 
comeback needed has 
Brands concerned.

“We have to keep working 
on near-miss defense; get 
the comeback, stay in there,” 
Brands said. “Get back to what 

you do well, and go in deep on 
those shots and converted. 
That’s the thing: He finished, 
he didn’t get rattled, and dug 
himself out of a hole. [But] 
we’ve got to start quicker on 
the things that will get you 
down.”

Glynn’s resiliency might be 
what earns him the spot at 133, 
but if he wants to keep it, he 
needs to turn comeback en-
ergy into “get ahead” energy. 
Brands expects resiliency. But 
he also expects dominance 
from the start.

GLYNN
CONTINUED FROM 6A

ence for Bluder’s Bunch.
The Scarlet Knights shot 

30-of-73 from the field (41 per-
cent) and an abysmal 2-of-15 
(13.3 percent) from 3-point 
land.

Iowa was 6-of-14 from 
3-point land and had four 

scorers in double figures to 
pace a valiant offensive effort.

Along with Gustafson and 
Coley, Doyle chipped in 14 
points and dished out 9 as-
sists, and Makenzie Meyer 
added 11 points and drained 
three 3-pointers.

Rutgers’ point guard Ty-
ler Scaife gave the Hawkeyes 
problems all night long.

The redshirt senior scored 
a game-high 30 points and 

was the only Scarlet Knight in 
double figures.

With the win, the Hawkeyes 
improved to 22-6, 10-5 in Big 
Ten play, putting them in a tie 
for fourth in the conference 
with Minnesota.

As of Feb. 19, Iowa was a No. 
8 seed in ESPN’s Bracketology 
and still has a chance to im-
prove its rank come Big Ten 
Tournament time.

The Hawkeyes will close the 

regular season at 11 a.m. Sat-
urday when Indiana comes 
to town for Senior Day. Coley 
and Carly Mohns are the two 
seniors to be celebrated.

"I want to have a great 
crowd and a great Hawkeye 
victory, but we will need ev-
erybody to help us with this 
because [after playing 45 min-
utes Wednesday], we will have 
tired legs,” Bluder said in a re-
lease.

WOMEN'S
CONTINUED FROM 6A

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Iowa 133-pounder Paul Glynn has his hand raised after defeating Michigan 
State’s Matt Santosin Carver-Hawkeye on Jan. 5. The Hawkeyes won, 49-6.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Weston Credit dives into the pool for the 500 freestyle during a swimming meet between Iowa and West-
ern Illinois on Feb. 2 in the Campus Recreation & Wellness Center.

Hawkeye men fifth in Big Tens  
The Hawkeyes finish the first day of Big Tens with 96 points, 
and they prepare for some big races to come.
BY ANNA KAYSER
anna-kayser@uiowa.edu

The Iowa men’s swimming 
team began competition at 
the Big Ten Championships 
on Wednesday.

To start off the meet in the 
200-medley relay, the quar-
tet of junior Kenneth Mende, 
freshman Daniel Swanepoel, 
senior Jerzy Twarowski, and 
junior Jack Smith finished 
in fifth place with a time of 
1:25.77. The Hawkeyes re-
ceived 50 points for their fin-
ish.

Indiana’s squad came in 

first in the event with a 1:23.95, 
good for 64 points. Minneso-
ta, Ohio State, and Michigan 
also placed above Iowa.

In the second and final 
event of the night — the 
200-free relay — sophomore 
Joe Myhre, Mende, sopho-
more Michael Tenney, and 
Smith touched in at 6:28.93 for 
seventh place. The Hawkeyes 
received 46 points. 

The Hoosiers grabbed 
another first place with an 
NCAA “A” Standard and a 
pool record time of 6:11.50. 
Michigan and Ohio State 
also touched in for “A” Stan-

dards, while Wisconsin and 
Minnesota touched in for “B” 
Standards. 

Action will continue today 
with the 500 free, 200 individ-
ual medley, 50 free, and 1-me-
ter diving preliminary rounds 
beginning at 11 a.m.

Those event finals will be-
gin at 6:30 p.m., along with the 
finals of the 400-medley relay.

Friday will feature the 100 
fly, 400 individual medley, 
200 free, 100 breaststroke, 100 
back, and the 3-meter diving 
competitions. The 200-free 
relay will also be featured later 
that night.

MEN'S
CONTINUED FROM 6A

‘He has the ability to do that. It’s funny because 
you have a guy who’s a legitimate 6-5, he can 

get to the rim, he’s got a pull-up game, he’s 
got a 3-point game, and he’s quick. All I ever do 
is encourage him to go … You go get buckets. 

That’s what you do. He was really 
impressive tonight.’

— Fran McCaffery, head coach



BY SEAN BOCK
sean-bock@uiowa.edu 

Trailing by 13 points in the third quarter, chanc-
es of a victory seemed dim for the Hawkeyes.

But with the help of two Kathleen Doyle 3s to 
trim the lead to 6 with 2:27 left and one to force the 
game into overtime, fate seemed to be on Iowa’s 
side.

Thanks to Doyle’s efforts, the Black and Gold 
stole a victory on the road at Rutgers, 77-67, to ex-
pand its winning streak to six.

“It was a great play by [Makenzie Meyer] to find 
me, and I knocked it down, we got a [defensive] 

stop and headed to overtime,” Doyle said in a re-
lease. “We are confident in ourselves when we get 
to an overtime situation.”

While Doyle’s late-game heroics were the dif-
ference, Megan Gustafson etched her name into 
the Iowa record books as she broke the women’s 
program season records for points and rebounds. 
The junior All-American candidate finished with 
27 points and 14 rebounds — her 25th double-dou-
ble of the year.

In addition to Gustafson, Chase Coley also had 
her way down low for the Hawkeyes.

The senior finished with 20 points, 6 rebounds, 
and 4 assists in the winning effort and hit a clutch 

jumper with 25.4 seconds left in the fourth to cut 
the Rutgers lead to 2.

The Hawkeyes held a comfortable 13-4 lead at 
the end of the first quarter but were outscored in 
the next period, 21-6, because of offensive strug-
gles.

“The second quarter? We lost our composure,” 
Iowa head coach  Lisa Bluder  said in a release. 
“We’re going to throw that one away; it’s probably 
our worst quarter of basketball. But I’ll take it with 
a fourth quarter and overtime like that.”

Once again, the defensive effort was the differ-

BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

Iowa’s game against Minnesota on Wednes-
day was a movie many Hawkeye fans have seen 
before.

The Gophers got out to a 22-2 lead in the first 
half and went on to beat the Hawkeyes, 86-82, in 
Minneapolis.

While the 20-point lead Minnesota built up 

early was certainly impressive, it didn’t stay 
that large. Iowa went on an 11-0 run of its own 
to make it a single-digit game and had a huge 
comeback in the second half to come close to 
sending the game to overtime.

Iowa scored 63 second half points, which is 
the most the Hawkeyes have put up in the final 
20 minutes this year. Wednesday marked the 

SEE MEN'S, 5A

Near-Iowa Miracle 
in Minneapolis 

Doyle’s late-game magic 
pushes Iowa past Rutgers

Minnesota's Nate Mason led the Gophers to victory despite 
career nights from Isaiah Moss and Ryan Kriener.

Kathleen Doyle was clutch, Megan Gustafson broke records, and Iowa stole a game on 
the road in New Jersey.

Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa forward Hannah Stewart shoots against Wisconsin in Carver-Hawkeye on Sunday. The Hawkeyes defeated the Badgers, 88-61.

Glynn could 
salvage the 
133-spot
Heading into the Big Ten 
Championships and the NCAA
Championships, 133-pounder 
Paul Glynn might have secured 
his place in Iowa's lineup.
BY TAYLOR MCNITT 
taylor-mcnitt@uiowa.edu

Regular season has ended for wrestling, and 
thus, postseason wrestling beckons.

Iowa wrestling is preparing for the Big Ten 
Championships on March 3-4 and shortly after, 
the NCAA Championships on March 15-17. The 

postseason will be interesting, 
because there are new faces with 
clinched places and new places 
without clear faces.

The latter concerns sophomore 
Paul Glynn.

In years past, the 133 spot was 
held by Cory Clark, who placed 
first at NCAAs last year. Consider-

ing this and that Iowa wrestling is known for the 
strength of its lightweights, whoever fills that spot 
has big shoes to fill.

Glynn, like the other unknowns on the team, in-
tends to make them fit.

“I guess that there’s a phrase out there, ‘Free the 
Lee,’ and it’s more like, ‘Free Paul Glynn,’ ” head 
coach Tom Brands said in December. “Let Paul 
Glynn be free to wrestle his match.”

Throughout the season, Glynn has struggled to 
keep his record up to claim his spot. He has been 
in the starting lineup only nine times this season, 

SEE GLYNN, 5A

Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Isaiah Moss (4) runs into Wisconsin’s Brad Davison (34) during the game between Iowa and Wisconsin 
in Carver-Hawkeye on Jan. 23.
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HAWKEYE UPDATES

Glynn
STAT OF THE DAY

19
Iowa guard Isaiah Moss scored 
19 points in the final 1:36 against 
Minnesota.

“I think we didn’t even 
play as well as we could 
have, so I’m looking 
forward to seeing our 
full potential.
 

— Iowa center 
fielder Ben 
Norman on 

the Hawkeyes’ 
first series of 

the season

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

Buckets on Dean’s List
Despite suffering from illness and 

recovering from surgery all season, 
Iowa freshman guard Connor Mc-
Caffery had some success this year. 
Just not on the court.

McCaffery made the Dean’s 
List in his first semester at the 
University of Iowa, even though he 
fought a battle with mono and had 
a tonsillectomy, which prevented 
him from seeing the court for most 
of the season and the entirety of 
conference play.

“I missed a lot of class,” 
McCaffery said in a release. “I didn’t 
have anyone close to me who I could 
get notes from because I didn’t have 
classes with anyone I knew. I had to 
teach myself the material because I 
missed so much class time.”

McCaffery was joined on the list 
by teammates Nicholas Baer, Brady 
Ellingson, Jack Nunge, and Charlie 
Rose.

“Having five of our student-ath-
letes on the Dean’s List is a testa-
ment to their hard work, dedication, 
and excellence during the fall 
semester,” head coach Fran Mc-
Caffery said in a release. “We stress 
the importance of an education 
with our student-athletes because 
their success in the classroom is 
paramount to them moving forward 
in life beyond the basketball court.”

 
Big Ten Names Golfers of 
the Week

The Big Ten named Purdue’s 
Jason Hong and Michigan State’s 
Allyson Geer its Golfers of the Week 
on Wednesday.

Hong placed in the top 10 for just 
the second time in his career at the 
Puerto Rico Classic. The tournament 
featured 16 players ranked in the top 
100 and seven teams in the top 35.

He posted rounds of 69, 73, 
and 70, to pick up the first Big Ten 
recognition of his career.

Geer finished 3-under par to tie 
for second and help the Spartans to 
a third-place finish at the Allstate 
Sugar Bowl Intercollegiate in New 
Orleans.

She was one of five competitors 
to finish the tournament under par. 
Her rounds of 67, 72, and 74, helped 
her to her first Big Ten honor.

There’s  a  problem  surrounding 
Iowa  basketball,  but  it  might  not 
be  one  a  lot  of  people  recognize. 
It’s one a lot of students probably 
won’t  recognize  either,  because 
they aren’t there to see it.

The  student  section  for  the 
majority  of  the  men’s  basketball 
season  has  been  atrocious.  When 
No. 4 Michigan State came to town, 
there  was  barely  any  semblance 
of  a  student  section,  and  that’s 
when  the  Hawkeyes  played  some 
of their best basketball of the sea-
son against one of the best teams 
in the country.

That  students  aren’t  showing 
up  for  games  isn’t  entirely  Iowa’s 
fault  for  underperforming,  nor  is 
it  all  the  students’  faults  for  not 
showing up.

A  lot of  it has to do with ticket 
prices  for  students.  At  Iowa,  ev-
ery  sporting  event  is  free,  except 
football  and  men’s  basketball,  but 
I don’t know if that’s a good idea.

I know a lot of people who said 
they would rather go to a women’s 
game than a men’s game this sea-
son.  Maybe  someone  should  take 
notice of that.

The  attendance  at  Iowa’s  game 
against  Indiana  was  actually  sol-
id,  and  it  led  to  an  electric  atmo-
sphere in an intense game.

Iowa  would  be  smart  to  strive 
for  that  atmosphere  as  often  as 
possible, and lowering ticket prices 
might be a solution.

 
— Pete Ruden

points



Get updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar
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    In late November 2017, a Daily Iowan reporter 
was given access to a demonstration. Two local 
businessmen opened their doors that evening to 
give this reporter a glimpse into a resurrected 
practice that dates back thousands of years. 
    Release Body Modification owner Steeve 
Easley and colleague Kyle Bingham filled a 
niche that has increased 
in popularity, especially 
in the tattoo and piercing 
crowds: It’s called human suspension. It’s the 
practice of hanging by skin stabbed hooks from 
their backs, chests, and even their knees to in-
duce a sort of pain-inflicted euphoria.
    It’s a practice born of rite and ritual, with its 
origins planted firmly in Native American cul-
tures and North American tribes, dating back 
thousands of years. Modern-day suspension was 
popularized in North America first by a man by 
the name of Allen Falkner in the 1980s. 
    Since then, suspension has grown into a small 
yet passionate community worldwide, and Steeve 
and Kyle are part of approximately a dozen active 
suspension enthusiasts in eastern Iowa.
    The pair has performed for tattoo conventions, 
and Kyle was suspended at rock festivals from 
2012 to 2016 in front of thousands of concertgo-
ers, either grimacing or awed, including wide-
eyed children with hand-smashed faces. Steeve 
and Kyle are both in their late-20s. While heavily 

The weekend in arts & entertainment

RELEASED: IOWA CITY
SUSPENSION

Local owner of Release Body 
Modification Steeve Easley and 

his colleague Kyle Bingham 
welcomed The Daily Iowan to a live 

demonstration of human suspension. 

BY JAMES YEAR      james-year@uiowa.edu 

Go to daily-iowan.com 
to see the video.

DESIGN BY TESSA SOLOMON

SEE SUSPENSION, 4B
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HUG

FRIDAY, 4 P.M., FILMSCENE

THE SHAPE OF WATER

THURSDAY, 5:30 P.M., FILMSCENE

FAKE

Beautiful People Will Ruin Your Life by The Wombats

The Wombats released its newest album two weeks 
ago, three years after its last album, Glitterbug. The 
guitar-heavy album differs from past albums that rely 
on a more techno-like sound. The second single, “Turn,” 
quickly became the most popular single on the album 
with more than 7 million streams on Spotify. The high-
energy song discusses the love for someone’s chaotic 
mind.

The fun album plays with unique upbeat rhythms 
and lyrics regarding figuring himself out, what he desires in romantic relationships, 
and even if he doesn’t understand, he accepts his quirks. The song “I Don’t Know 
Why I Like You But I Do” relates directly to the theme, which you can assume by the 
title alone. The songs “White Eyes” and “Lethal Combination” tell a story about an 
untrustworthy relationship, yet he still is in love. Similarly, the album discusses the 
flaws in relationships but loving someone so much he stays despite them.

Song Pick: “Cheetah Tongue”

Based in a coastal British town, Alice peers outside her home 
and onto the beach, where she sees a man sitting alone and 
gazing at an ocean even more seemingly empty than him. She 
invites the man inside, hoping to find a meaningful friendship. 
However, Lily, a 21-year-old woman, worries because her 
husband never came home from work. She later finds out that 
her husband’s identity was a lie and is desperate for answers. 
The author delves into two teenager’s pasts, a curious Alice’s 
mind, and into the story of a fretting Lily. Who is this man? 

S
A

TU
RDAY, 12:30 P.M., FILMSCENE

Snow Crash begins in a slightly dystopian world with a 
man named Hiro, a quirky fellow who delivers pizzas for LA’s 
notorious mob and enjoys hacking things as well. After meeting 
Y.T., a woman with similar interests as the pizza-delivering Hiro. 
However, the latest drug on the street, called snow crash, has 
the ability to make people catatonic. Hiro and Y.T. wonder if it 
has anything to do with the Metaverse, (virtual reality world) 
and investigate the virus and if it’s connected to the recent 
disappearance of people on and off the street. 

2B 80 HOURS

WEEKEND EVENTS

TODAY 2.22

FRIDAY 2.23

Game Night is a dark 
comedy about a normal 
get-together that quickly 
turns into a murder 
mystery. Max (Jason 
Bateman) and Annie 
(Rachel McAdams) host 
a weekly game night 
with close relative Brooks 
(Kyle Chandler). When 
Brooks goes missing, 
the six gamers mistake 
it for a crude joke. As the 
night progresses, Max and Annie discover how deadly game night can be. The film is 
directed by John Francis Daley and Jonathan Goldstein.

Annihilation is a sci-fi 
horror film based on the 
first book of Southern 
Reach Trilogy, by Jeff 
VanderMeer. A biologist 
(Natalie Portman) leads 
a group of soldiers 
into an environmental-
disaster zone. The 
previous expedition 
drove all but one soldier 
(Oscar Isaac, who plays 
the Biologist’s husband) 
to commit suicide. His 
survival inspires four women to embark on another expedition.

— by Joshua Balicki 

— by Natalie Betz

— by Madison Lotenschtein

GAME NIGHT

ANNIHILATION

• DANCERS IN COMPANY, COLLECTIVENERGIES, 
8 P.M., SPACE/PLACE

I FOUND YOU, BY LISA JEWELL

DANCE

SNOW CRASH, BY NEAL STEPHENSON

DARK AND STORMY
This drink is like a Moscow Mule, for those who 

want to look like they’re not drinking a Moscow 
Mule. Micky’s Dark and Stormy cocktail layers 
ginger beer with Myers’s Dark Rum, garnished 
with lime in a short glass over ice. Served with two 
straws (drinks are always better with two straws), 
the first sip awakens the taste buds with the bite 
of ginger beer.

Give the drink a little stir and allow that dark 
rum to sink in. The second sip brings the punch 
of rum, like a clap of thunder; “Dark and Stormy” 
lives up to its daunting name. The calm after the 
storm, though, is a crisp, lime aftertaste. Thanks, 
little-lime-that-sits-on-the-rim. It pinches your 
tastebuds, tempting you to slip back into the 
storm.

— Katelyn Weisbrod

FILM

MUSIC

• HUG, 4 P.M., FILMSCENE
• COCO, 8 & 11 P.M. IMU IOWA THEATER
• LADY BIRD, 8 & 11 P.M., IMU BIG TEN THEATER

• JAZZ AFTER FIVE, 5 P.M., MILL, 120 E. BURLINGTON
• ICE BREAKERS, 7 P.M., WILDWOOD
• LET’S DO THIS COMEDY SHOW, 7 P.M. BLUE MOOSE, 
211 IOWA
• UNITED ACTION FOR YOUTH FUNDRAISER, 7 P.M., 
GABE’S
• MARTY STUART & HIS FABULOUS SUPERLATIVES, 8 
P.M., ENGLERT, 221 E. WASHINGTON
• HEARTLAND BOMBSHELLS: LOVE ON THE BRAIN, 9 
P.M., BLUE MOOSE
• KAREN MEAT, 9 P.M., MILL
• OLD SHOE, USEFUL JENKINS, 9 P.M., GABE’S
• SOULSHAKE, 10 P.M, GABE’S

DRINK OF THE WEEK

OPENING MOVIES

LIT PICKS

ALBUM PICK
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DARK AND STORMY

FILM

MUSIC

WORDS

• 2018 OSCAR SHORTS, LIVE ACTION, 2:45 P.M. 
FILMSCENE, 118 E. COLLEGE
• STUART LITTLE, 3:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• 2018 OSCAR SHORTS, DOCUMENTARY, 5 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• THE SHAPE OF WATER, 5:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• BLACK HISTORY MONTH MOVIE: HIDDEN FIGURES, 
7 P.M., N110 PUBLIC HEALTH BUILDING
• 2018 OSCAR SHORTS, ANIMATED, 8:15 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• COCO, 8 & 11 P.M. IMU IOWA THEATER
• LADY BIRD, 8 & 11 P.M., IMU BIG TEN THEATER
• PHANTOM THREAD, 8:45 P.M., FILMSCENE

• CRAZY TOWN, DAVEY SUICIDE, 5 P.M., GABE’S, 
330 E. WASHINGTON
• FREE LINE DANCE LESSONS, 6:30 P.M., 
WILDWOOD, 4919 WALLEYE
• OPEN MIC AND FREE JAM SESISON, 8 P.M., 
YACHT CLUB, 13 S. LINN

• KIKI PETROSINO & KAETHE SCHWEHN, 7 P.M., 
PRAIRIE LIGHTS

WORDS
• TOM MILLER, 7 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS, 15 S. 
DUBUQUE

THEATER

• UNIVERSITY BIRTHDAY, 3 P.M., IMU HAWKEYE ROOM
• FREE ROOT BEER FLOATS, 4 P.M., IMU HAWKEYE 
ROOM

MISCELLANEOUS

• THE ABSTRACT AND BRIEF CHRONICLES OF THE TIME, 
WORKSHOP SERIES, 8 P.M., THEATER BUILDING THEATER B

DI

• DANCERS IN COMPANY, COLLECTIVENERGIES, 
8 P.M., SPACE/PLACE

DANCE

SATURDAY 2.24

FILM
• BEND IT LIKE BECKHAM, 10 A.M., FILMSCENE
• FAKE, 12:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• JAPANESE DOCUMENTARY NOW, 12:30  P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• COCO, 5, 8, & 11 P.M., IMU IOWA THEATER
• LADY BIRD, 5, 8, & 11 P.M., IMU BIG TEN THEATER
• M.F.A., 10  P.M.

MUSIC
• ART SHARES COMMUNITY CONCERT, 3  P.M., 
VOXMAN CONCERT HALL
• ZOSO: ULTIMATE LED ZEPPELIN EXPERIENCE, 8  P.M., 
ENGLERT
• DJ JOHNNY STIXX, 10  P.M., GABE’S

• IOWA CITY DARWIN DAY, 9 A.M., MUSEUM OF 
NATURAL HISTORY, MACBRIDE AUDITORIUM
• IOWA CITY ARCHIVES CRAWL, 11 A.M.
• JACQUELYN GILL LECTURE, 11 A.M., MACBRIDE 
AUDITORIUM
• ASHLEY LANDRUM, NOON, MACBRIDE AUDITORIUM
• MYSPACE EMO PROM, 8  P.M., GABE’S

MISCELLANEOUSDI

• DANCERS IN COMPANY, COLLECTIVENERGIES, 
8 P.M., SPACE/PLACE

DANCE

THEATER
• THE ABSTRACT AND BRIEF CHRONICLES OF THE TIME, 
WORKSHOP SERIES, 8 P.M., THEATER BUILDING THEATER B

SUNDAY 2.25

FILM
• BEND IT LIKE BECKHAM, 10 A.M., FILMSCENE
• ZEN AND BONES, 12:30  P.M., FILMSCENE
• JAPANESE DOCUMENTARY NOW, 12:30  P.M., 
FILMSCENE

MUSIC
• BÉLA FLECK & ABIGAIL WASHBURN, 7  P.M., ENGLERT
• CNM ENSEMBLE, 7:30  P.M., VOXMAN CONCERT HALL
• IN THE ATTIC, 8  P.M., YACHT CLUB

• CLIMATE FOR CHANGE, 1  P.M., OLD CAPITOL
MISCELLANEOUSDI

• CLOUD GATE DANCE THEATER OF TAIWAN, 2  
P.M., HANCHER HADLEY STAGE

DANCE
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tattooed and pierced, they 
carry a sometimes crass but 
always cool niche-market pro-
fessionalism. They fit the part.

The space for November’s 
demonstration was Release’s 
workshop on the outskirts 
of Iowa City in an industrial 
warehouse lot. It’s kept clean 
and tidy. There’s a lounge 
in the back furnished with a 
corner couch and big screen 
TV, and one of their favorite 
angsty rock, punk, or metal 
songs is usually playing in the 
background. It’s also load-
ed with the regularly used, 
slightly dusty rock cutting 
and polishing equipment for 
the custom jewelry work sold 
at their shop downtown. But 
there’s a dedicated space set 
aside for a large shelving unit 
that’s just chock full of sus-
pension equipment.

The duo set up an expand-
able 20-foot suspension tri-
pod rigged with heavy-duty 
climbing ropes, pulleys, and 
an oversized polished alumi-
num brass-knuckle suspen-
sion plate. The knuckles were 
only a few sizes too small to 
fit the likes of a rageful Paul 
Bunyan comfortably.

“Today, we’re going to be 
suspending Kyle in a 2-point 
suicide,” Steeve said, using a 
term referring to the way peo-
ple dangle when suspended 
by two points in their upper 
back. Luckily, Kyle prefers this 
method, saying he’d get back-
stabbed any day over taking a 
hook in the chest. Fair enough. 
But suspending safely takes 
a bit more preparation than 
just slinging rope and pulleys. 
Medical-grade sterilization of 
the piercing site and the heavy 
gauge hooks are required. 
Steeve slathered Kyle’s back 
in rubbing alcohol and iodine. 
Scars from previous piercings 
covered his upper back, look-
ing like pockmarks on lunar 
landscape. The hooks were 
sterilized in a medical-grade 
autoclave and handled with 
carefully gloved hands.

“This is the worst part. Hav-
ing to take these hooks,” Kyle 
said bluntly. But for some, 
this isn’t the case.

“Some people enjoy taking 
hooks and will volunteer to 
get pierced just to show others 

how to throw a hook,” Steeve 
replied. When the prepara-
tion was complete, Kyle lay 
down on an industry standard 
leather massage table. It was 
time. Steeve cracked a crude 
joke. Kyle took a deep breath, 
pursed his lips, and clenched 
his fists. The 6-gauge hooks 
were thrust into Kyle’s back. 
The needle tore through while 

the hook stretched the wound 
— a technique used to prevent 
excess bleeding.

“If you stretch the hole, 
there’s nowhere for it bleed,” 
Steve said. As for Kyle, the 
worst was over. With the 
hooks stuck snuggly in his 
back, he rose from the ta-
ble with his new mechanical 
wings. He was ready. Steeve 
threaded the hooks into the gi-
ant brass-knuckle plate. Then, 
with a look and a nod, Kyle ran 
fearlessly into the air with a 
heavy helping of pulley-aided 
muscle power. A heavy-gauge 
hook was all that was keeping 
him from the earth.

“It’s like you’re flying,” 
Kyle had previously said.

He swung back and forth 
and back and forth like a hu-
man pendulum, with several 
inches of metal-stretched 
skin pulled from his frame. 
He flew effortlessly a cou-
ple of feet in the air, a non-
chalant expression set on 
his face. “Cool,” thought the 
somewhat disturbed and 

slightly hyperventilated DI 
photographer who was vol-
untarily thrust into the mid-
dle of something he’d never 
fully understood.

Kyle’s feet eventually suc-
cumbed to gravity when the 
10-minute session was over. 
While still heavily over-
loaded on endorphins and 
adrenaline, it was time to 

take out the hooks. Now, one 
of the things that didn’t get 
mentioned before this point 
is that a person’s skin sucks 
in air during a suspension, 
which makes sense. But 
that air also gets discharged 
when the hooks are removed. 
That instance, coupled with 
the smell of hot sweat and 
salted beef jerky lingering in 

the air, the scent is enough 
to trigger a flashback to 
anyone accustomed to the 
business end of a butcher 
shop. But I digress.

Suspension enthusiasts 
often describe a sensation 
of bliss, out-of-body expe-
riences, and complete eu-
phoria, while others say 
they have never felt freer 

or closer to God. For the 
rest of us, we could assume 
a marathon runner’s high 
being a close equivalent or 
even the adrenaline rush of 
skydiving for those few of 
the crazy brave. If you ask a 
dozen people familiar with 
the practice why they do it, 
you’re likely to get a dozen 
different answers. It’s truly 

a type of feeling that can’t be 
known except by those who 
already know what it is.

Perhaps Steeve summed 
it up as good as any: “Once 
your feet leave the ground, 
everything else in life seems 
a bit less significant, at least 
if not only for that moment 
… It’s just such a release of so 
many things.”

ONCE YOUR FEET LEAVE THE GROUND, EVERYTHING ELSE IN LIFE SEEMS 
A BIT LESS SIGNIFICANT, AT LEAST IF NOT ONLY FOR THAT MOMENT… 

—Steeve Easley, Release Body Modification piercer
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SUSPENSION
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

WITH THE HOOKS STUCK SNUGGLY IN HIS BACK, HE ROSE FROM THE 
TABLE WITH HIS NEW MECHANICAL WINGS. HE WAS READY.

1B: TOP) Kyle Bingham views the suspension plate shortly before being rigged into the plate and tripod assembly on Nov. 27, 2017. MIDDLE) Kyle Bingham suspends with the help of colleague Steeve Easley on Nov. 27, 2017. The demonstration 
lasted approximately 10 minutes. BOTTOM) The suspension hooks as seen during the demonstration on Nov. 27, 2017.
4B: TOP) Release Body Modification owner Steeve Easley disinfects the piercing sites on Kyle Bingham’s back shortly before the suspension demonstration. MIDDLE) The suspension hooks as seen during the demonstration. BOTTOM LEFT) 
Kyle Bingham suspends with the help of colleague Steeve Easley. BOTTOM RIGHT) Release Body Modification owner Steeve Easley bandages Kyle Bingham’s back shortly after the demonstration on Nov. 27, 2017. (James Year/The Daily Iowan)
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At age 12, Marty Stuart 
toured professionally with 
a bluegrass group called 
the Sullivan Family. Roland 
White, a member of Lester 
Flatt’s band, offered Stuart 
the opportunity to perform 
with the group at a show 
over Labor Day in 1972. Flatt 
later extended Stuart an 
offer to tour permanently 
with the band. Stuart spent 
his teenage years perform-
ing with Flatt & Scruggs un-
til Flatt broke up the band 
in 1978 because of his death.

Two years later, Stuart 
joined Johnny Cash on tour 
as part of his backup band. 
During his tenure, Stuart 
released his second solo al-
bum, "Busy Bee Cafe", which 
featured guest appearances 
from country greats such 
as Cash, Scruggs, and Doc 
Watson, among others.

As a jam-style record, 
Stuart was able to pay hom-
age to his acoustic country 
and bluegrass roots, and 
"Busy Bee Cafe" found a 
keen balance between vocal 
and instrumental tracks. In 
1985, Stuart left the band to 
pursue a solo career under 
a contract with Columbia 
Records.

He released his highly 
anticipated self-titled al-
bum. Despite the song “Ar-
lene” peaking at No. 19 on 
the Billboard Hot Country 
Songs chart, the album was 
deemed a critical disap-
pointment.

After briefly rejoining 
White’s group to regain 
confidence, Stuart released 
"Hillbilly Rock" in 1989 on 
MCA. Producers Richard 
Bennett and Tony Brown 
formed a multilayered al-
bum that transcended 
genre, and "Hillbilly Rock" 
entertained both the rocka-
billy and traditionalist side 
of Stuart. The title track 
marked his distinct shift 
toward commercial success. 
In 1991, Stuart collaborated 
with country singer Travis 
Tritt on “The Whiskey Ain’t 
Workin’," and the next year 
on “This One’s Gonna Hurt 
You.”

Shortly after the release 
of “This One’s Gonna Hurt 
You,” Tritt and Stuart went 
on their “No Hats” tour, 
which was a jab at main-
stream country music and 
the propensity of the stars 
to all wear cowboy hats. 
Throughout the mid- to 
late-90s, Stuart was in-
volved in a slew of modestly 
successful singles.

He formed the Fabulous 
Superlatives in 2002. It is 
now on an expansive na-
tional tour that will lead 
well into the summer, pro-
moting the 2017 album, 
"Way Out West", which 
takes the listener on an epic 
across the Southwest.

Stuart “connects the dots 
among surf music, Califor-
nia country, and Spaghetti 
Western soundtracks, fash-
ioning a sound as bold and 
broad as his own history,” 
Rolling Stone said.

Jim Allen of NPR music 
reviewed the album in a 
March 2017 article.

The album opens with 
a series of instrumental 
tracks that “punctuate the 
album, luxuriating in the 
kind of deep-diving gui-
tar reverb that evokes the 
grand echo of the desert 
canyons” Allen wrote in the 
review. “… neo-traditional-

ist turning cosmic cowboy 
for a journey through the 
Joshua trees, shadowy can-
yons and desert dreams that 
tantalize travelers with the 
promise of a golden shore 
on the other side.”

Englert Marketing Di-
rector Aly High said the 
performance will include a 
balance of new music from 
"Way Out West", classic fan 

favorites, and plenty of per-
sonal stories.

For years, the Englert has 
attracted acclaimed folk 
and Americana musicians 
and singer/songwriters. Re-
cent draws include Valerie 
June, Ani DiFranco, Belá 
Fleck, and Abigail Wash-
burn.

“Folk and Americana are 
our most popular genres, 

both in the number of tick-
ets we sell and the genres 
our audience report they 
want more of,” High wrote 
in an email to The Daily Io-
wan. “The theater is ideal for 
these kinds of performance 
because it is ‘large enough 
to carry the performer’s 
sound but small enough 
that it feels very immediate 
and intimate.’ ”

The shuffling of shoes down the 
dimly lit aisles of an auditorium 
molds feelings of excitement and 
perhaps a bit of claustrophobia 
all into four words: It’s almost 

show time. What wonders from 
the corners of the world will be on 
display for the audience today? 
Hancher has rolled up its sleeves, 
and from the East, presents the 
Cloud Gate Dance Theater of 
Taiwan, a dance company from 
across the Pacific that also has 
ties to the University of Iowa.

“The company’s founder, Lin 
Hwai-min, came to the university 
to take part in the International 
Writing Program and then enrolled 
in the Iowa Writers’ Workshop,” 
said Rob Cline, the Hancher 
director of marketing communica-
tions. “While he was on campus, 
he took a dance class, and it 

changed his life. He graduated 
from the university in 1971 and 
founded Cloud Gate in 1973. The 
work the company will dance 
here, Formosa, is apparently his 
last performance-length piece of 
choreography. He plans to retire 
from Cloud Gate in 2019.”
Formosa sweeps audiences into 

the landscape of Taiwan and dis-
plays artistic examples of universal 
truths and struggles alike. The 
dancers are highly trained, skilled 
in meditation, martial arts, Qi Gong, 
ballet, and modern dance.

Having performed globally, Lin 
Hwai-min and his performers have 
been recognized at Hancher three 

times before. Even with interna-
tional fame, the group still per-
forms in the cities and countryside 
of Taiwan. Having originally been 
derived from China, “Cloud Gate” 
is named after the of the oldest 
dance known in Chinese history.

 — Madison Lotenschtein

Country icon comes in off the desert

Modern truths, 
ancient struggles

The five-time Grammy winner Marty Stuart and His Fabulous Superlatives will headline the Englert.

Contributed
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Liz Lerman, a choreographer 
known for intersecting dance with 
different professional studies, will 
demonstrate her extensive knowl-
edge of art and how it relates to 
various fields in a keynote address 
at Hancher at 5:30 p.m. today.

Along with 
her speech, 
Lerman will 
present a panel 
at the IMU on 
Friday along 
with a work-
shop on Satur-
day in the The-

ater Building. In collaboration 
with the Dance Department, the 
Obermann Center for Advanced 
Studies, and the Office of Outreach 
& Engagement, the events were 
designed to fit with the theme se-
mester and help support a diverse 
range of voices on sustainability.

Since jumping around in 
puddles as a little girl, Lerman 
has expressed herself through 
movement. Moving through the 
hardships of growing up, Lerman 
credited her family as a huge sup-
port system for her career choice.

After not feeling satisfied with 
everything her profession of-
fered, she founded her own orga-

nization, The Dance Exchange, in 
1976 to breed an innovative envi-
ronment in which dancers could 
thrive on diversity.

“I was quite interested in a lot 
of different things on stage, so I 
wanted to create an environment 
to do that,” she said. “There’s so 
much to learn, not only from other 
dance forms but other art forms.”

Lerman believed it was import-
ant to include dancers of diverse 
bodies and ages in her group, em-
phasizing that the audience mem-
bers should feel represented.

“All [people] like to see them-
selves on stage,” she said. “If I 
want to tell of the times we live 
in, it’s hard to tell that story if [the 
dancers] are all the same.”

Having visited Iowa City 
before, Lerman previously per-
formed a piece titled “Healing 
Wars,” focused on theme of war. 
During her time here, she re-
ceived warm reception.

“I was treated so beautifully by 
those in the veteran community,” 
she said. “It was nice to return 
some of the gifts I got.”

UI dance Visiting Associate 
Professor Jessica Anthony has 
followed Lerman’s work since 
2011, when she found her “online 
toolbox” through her company. 
Anthony also read her book Hik-
ing the Horizontal, which contains 

numerous essays focused on the 
themes of art and expression.

“Personally, I love the notion 
that Liz describes and supports 
in this book and in her work that 
moves things out of a hierarchi-
cal system and puts them along 
a horizontal spectrum,” Anthony 
wrote in an email to The Daily Io-
wan. “In troubling hierarchy, we 
make space for multiple ways of 
being, of valuing, of contributing, 
and of collaborating.”

Anthony sees value in having 
Lerman visit Iowa City again, 
with her method of connecting 
art to current events.

“Liz Lerman is a masterful 
question asker and storyteller,” 
Anthony said. “She shares her 
creative process through really 
accessible and diverse means, 
so that participants from any 
background or discipline can 
interact with the tools and con-
sider how these tools relate to 
their lives and work.”

UI Dance Associate Professor 
Jennifer Kayle said Lerman is an 
icon for modern dance.

“She’s a woman in dance who 
has made a rich and successful 
career for many decades, and 
that’s not easy to do,” Kayle said. 
“She has this incredible talent 
for connecting to the people in 
front of her.”

Moving through current events
Making a career in dancing outside the box, Liz Lerman will return to Iowa City for the university’s theme semester.

Lerman
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