
BY HANNAH RAKOFSKY
hannah-rakofsky@uiowa.edu

The opioid epidemic is not going unnoticed at the 
University of Iowa.

The Office of the Vice President for Research and 
Economic Development is partnering with the Col-
lege of Public Health, the Human Resources Office 
of Organizational Effectiveness, and the Institute for 
Clinical and Translational Science to organize an ini-
tiative at the university to combat the epidemic.

With numerous cases of recorded opioid overdos-
es and deaths in the past several years, the problem is 
becoming more pressing.

According to the UI College of Public Health, pre-

scription opioid deaths in Iowa have quadrupled in 
the past 20 years. And that has been evident to offi-
cials in the Iowa City area.

Iowa City police Lt. Zach Diersen said he has rec-
ognized the epidemic and noted that in this past year, 
there have been 14 opioid-related deaths in Iowa City.

The epidemic affects more than just “who you’d ex-
pect,” he said. And it affects more areas than people 
might expect.

“The epidemic puts a strain on other areas of the 
system besides law enforcement,” he said.

In regard to specific training used to handle crises, 
Diersen said, he trains his staff to recognize if some-
one is having an opioid overdose and how to get that 
person the appropriate treatment. It’s also important 

to make sure no one is having accidental exposure, 
he said.

Aaron Kline, a research development coordinator 
in the UI Research Office, emphasized the impor-
tance of the university’s initiative.

“We have an opportunity to get in front of the 
problem,” he said. “Awareness is growing, and there’s 
essentially two goals to this initiative: building a com-
munity on campus and building a research base.”

In order to spread more awareness for and im-
prove the initiative, the UI searches for ideas to min-
imize the effects of the opioid epidemic, including 
a brainstorming session called “Ideas Lab” will take 

BY MADELEINE NEAL
madeleine-neal@uiowa.edu

First- and second-time caucus-goers showed up 
to support their respective gubernatorial candidates 
Monday night in precincts across Iowa City.

In the IMU, University of Iowa students honed in 
on their top-campaign issues when the nomination 
sheets were doled out.

UI junior Courtney Squires, a first-time caucus at-
tendee, was impressed with the evening.

“It was a cool experience,” she said. “It was a little 
chaotic at first, but our chairman did a really good job, 
and it was cool to be involved in local politics for the 
first time.”

Squires caucused for Fred Hubbell, a Democratic 
candidate for governor and a retired insurance exec-
utive from Equitable Life Insurance of Iowa. She said 
Hubbell’s plans to reform the state’s education was 
one of her deciding factors.

“… Just being a student, that’s sort of where I am in 

my life, and he wants to make higher education more 
affordable for students, and he also wants to do a lot 
of work sort of universalizing K-12 education, which I 
think is really important,” she said. “I think that allevi-
ates the educational-attainment gap that is so preva-
lent, because some children are receiving less quality 
schooling than others.”

Brittany Martin, a UI first-year law student, cau-
cused for her second time, her first time being the 
2016 election. She said she was undecided.

“… One of the fellow caucus members had some 
really good input — he said it’s still pretty early on in 
the race, and we still don’t have a lot of information,” 
Martin said. “I am still just not really sure whom I 
want to vote for.”

Austin Wu, a UI second-year student, was not 
a newbie to the process, but while it was his second 
time caucusing, it was his first time being a precinct 
leader. He was elected as a precinct delegate in sup-

Close but no cigar for 
men’s basketball
The Hawkeye men’s basketball 
team kept a close game with 
Michigan State in the almost 
upset at Carver-Hawkeye, but 

the Spartans 
prevailed, 96-
93. Tyler Cook 
led the game 
with 26 points 
followed by 
Jordan Bohan-
non with 17. 
Sports, 8

To make a short story 
long
Writers’ Workshop graduate Jo-
seph Cassara’s first novel deals 
with LGBT Latinx youth in the 
Harlem ball scene of the 1980s 
and 1990s. He started The House 
of Impossible Beauties as a short 
story, then realized it needed to 
be a novel. He will read from the 
book today at 7 p.m. at Prairie 
Lights. News, 3

Hawkeyes sweep 
Wildcats, look toward 
Nittany Lions
Iowa wrestling had its way with 
Northwestern on Sunday. Tom 
Brands and Company dazzled 
the home-crowd fans, but now 
a bigger challenge lies ahead — 
Penn State, an NCAA powerhouse 
that has won six of the last 
seven national championships. 
Sports, 8

UISG approves textbook 
initiative
The UISG approved funding 
Tuesday for the UI Libraries’ 
course-reserve system with 
a goal to alleviate students’ 
textbook expenses as a part 
of a textbook-affordability 
pilot program. In a unanimous 
vote, UISG decided to allocate 
$20,000 over three years for 
the library system to buy 
material for its course-reserve 
system. News, 3

Ferentz settles dispute 
with neighbors

Iowa’s head football coach 
Kirk Ferentz settled a dispute 
with his neighbors before the 
case went to trial Tuesday.

A motion was filed explaining 
the court was 
informed that 
the Ferentzes 
and their 
neighbors had 
negotiated a 
resolution to 
the dispute, 
according to 
online court 

records. All parties will file dis-
missals no later than March 8.

Neighbors of Ferentz and 
wife Mary Ferentz were pre-
pared to take the Ferentzes to 
court and had filed a lawsuit. 
The neighbors wanted to resur-
face and extend the road. Mary 
Ferentz was opposed.

SEE CAUCUS, 2

Young voters caucus

Faculty joins fight 
against opioid epidemic 

Council moves 
on gender 
identity
The city expands gender definitions 
to non-binary individuals.
BY MARIA KUIPER
maria-kuiper@uiowa.edu

On Tuesday night, the Iowa City City Council voted 
7-0 to update the city ordinances concerning gender 
identity and human rights. The City Council agreed to 
amend Title 2, “Human Rights,” Chapter 1, “Definitions.”

Currently, the ordinance defines gender identity as 
“a person’s various individual attributes, actual or per-
ceived, in behavior, practice or appearance, as they are 
understood to be masculine and/or feminine.”

The new amendment will remove these terms to make 
it inclusive for nonbinary expression. Nonbinary expres-
sion means individuals who believe that they do not fall 
under male/female identities.

According to the American Psychological Associ-
ation, it is difficult to estimate the number of indi-
viduals who identify as nonbinary because of limited 
research. However, it estimates that nonbinary indi-
viduals make up 25 to 35 percent of the populations 
that identify as transgender.

The ordinance defines these terms in order to protect 
community members of Iowa City against discrimina-
tion and to be consistent with the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
which states that the United States outlaws discrimina-

tion based on race, color, religion, sex, 
and national origin.

The Iowa City Human Rights 
Commission was established to 
spread information, educate the 
community on discrimination and 
human rights, provide necessary en-
forcement, and to protect individuals 
from discrimination.  

City Attorney Eleanor Dilkes said she believed the or-
dinance needed to be updated.

“Our current gender-identity definition talks in binary 
terms,” Dilkes said. “This change recognizes that gender 
identity is not binary and should include any number of 
identity expressions.”

SEE COUNCIL, 2

The UI started an initiative and Ideas Lab to raise awareness about opioid-related deaths.

Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan
Precinct captains organize before calling precincts to order during the Iowa Democratic caucuses at the IMU on 
Monday. The IMU had six precincts for Iowa City.
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Tune in for LIVE updates
Campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at daily-iowan.com.
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Christopher Buresh, a UI clinical professor of emergency medicine, poses for a portrait in the UIHC Emergency Department on Tuesday.
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Affordable health care and education reform were at the forefront 
of the gubernatorial caucuses in Iowa City on Monday evening.
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MUCH MORE THAN SKATING BY

James Year/The Daily Iowan
Skating coach Natalie Fuglewicz gives her students a lesson at the Coral Ridge Skating Rink. Fuglewicz was a competitive figure skater for four years before 
moving to Iowa City for school.
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UISG moves to aid students
A pilot program aims to help students who face academic 
reprecussions for late U-bill payments.
BY ELIANNA NOVITCH
elianna-novitch@uiowa.edu

A pilot program aimed at 
helping students who are not 
eligible to register for classes for 
an upcoming semester because 
of overdue university bills re-
ceived $30,000 in funding Tues-
day night.

The University of Iowa Stu-
dent Government voted to al-
locate funding to support the 
Hawkeye Completion Grant 
program. UISG has already 
worked with campus partners 
to raise $39,200 for the program.

“We talk a lot about the im-
portance of receiving a degree 
from the University of Iowa, 
and one thing that is not talked 
about enough is the fact that we 
have many students who don’t 
receive their degree because 
they drop out for numerous 
reasons,” UISG President Jacob 
Simpson said. “By creating a 
very targeted program like this, 
we can support those students 
who are really close to getting 
their degree but have an unex-
pected shortfall.”

Under current UI policy, 
students with more than $100 
overdue on their U-Bills are not 
eligible to register for classes for 
an upcoming semester.

“What happens with these 
students is that when they can’t 
register for their courses, they 
have to register late and have a 
later choice on classes, or they 

get frustrated and end up not 
enrolling for the following se-
mester at all,” UISG Sen. Sara 
Bultsma said.

According to retention data 
on Iowa’s three public univer-
sities from the February 2017 
state Board of Regents meeting, 
during the past 10 years, the av-
erage six-year graduation rate at 
the UI has been 69.5 percent. For 
the entering class of 2015, the 
one-year retention rate was 87.1 
percent, a 2 percentage point in-
crease over 2014.

The UI focuses on four-year 
graduation rates to ensure 
students receive their degrees 
in a timely manner, but the re-
gents measure six-year gradu-
ation rates.

The grant will be targeted at 
assisting students who have a 
past-due university bill of less 
than $1,500, and according to 
completed credit hours, are in 
their junior or senior year.

These students must then ap-
ply for the grant and meet with 
the Office of Student Financial 
Aid to establish an agreement of 
support which will offer support 
and guidance promoting on 
issues such as financial literacy 
and academic planning.

“One of the things that’s re-
ally important to us is to help 
the student develop a plan and 
understand the resources that 
they do have so that this kind 
of bill isn’t a perpetual thing,” 
Student Financial Aid Senior 

Associate Director Cindy Sey-
fer said.

According to the bill, students 
may receive the grant more than 
once, although they may not re-
ceive more than $2,000 from the 
grant before they graduate. The 
program will assist in registra-
tion for the upcoming semesters 
of summer and fall.

Other schools around the 
nation have similar programs 
in place. UISG specifically 
looked at Georgia State Univer-
sity’s program, called Panther 
Retention Grants, when com-
ing up with the model for the 
pilot program.

According to Georgia State’s 
website, last year, nearly 2,000 
students were brought back a 
following semester through the 
program and 61 percent of the 
seniors who received the grant 
last academic year graduated 
within two semesters of receiv-
ing the grant.

UISG hopes to be able to show 
the effect the program can have 
and receive more permanent 
funding for it in the future.

“The students we’re going 
to be helping are students who 
can’t even meet their contract-
ed charges,” Seyfer said. “We’re 
not talking about miscella-
neous charges, we’re helping 
students who can’t even meet 
the basic educational costs to 
be here and we’re going to be 
helping people who have ex-
hausted other resources.”

place April 9-11.
Organized by the Research 

Office, the Ideas Lab will in-
clude a variety of staff mem-
bers and faculty who will dis-

cuss potential solutions to the 
epidemic, Kline said.

It’s important for students 
and other members of the 
community to participate in 
the Ideas Lab, he said.

Chris Buresh, a UI clinical 
professor of emergency med-
icine, said working to prevent 
further opioid abuse is signifi-

cant, and he believes the Ideas 
Lab will be a great way to pro-
mote diverse ideas for poten-
tial solutions.

“We’ve got to do something 
differently,” he said. “There’s 
no stopping this. We need new 
perspectives so we can come 
out of this with great new ideas 
to curb the crisis.”

Buresh said that although it 
might not be possible to stop 
the epidemic, it’s important to 
minimize its effect.

“The goal is to get people 
from across the university 
aware and involved in the 
initiative,” he said. “We’re 
trying to find ways to soften 
the blow.”

port of Cathy Glasson, a Dem-
ocratic candidate for governor, 
the president of the SEIU Local 
199, and a Coralville nurse.

“… I found her very approach-
able as a candidate meeting her 
in person,” Wu said. “I think she 
has a policy platform focused on 
education and health care that I 
agree with a lot.”

Wu, like Martin, said he 
was once split between candi-
dates: Sen. Nate Boulton, D-Des 
Moines, and Glasson.

“I figured that, if Boulton 

doesn’t win the primary this 
year, he’ll probably run several 
times in the future,” he said. “So 
I guess I just took a chance in 
that sense.”

UI junior Annie Gudenkauf 
also caucused for Glasson at her 
second caucus.

“She’s very excellent on men-
tal-health awareness and for 
affordable health care — those 
are my big reasons,” Guden-
kauf said.

Glasson’s work as a nurse and 
as a union leader were some of 
her main selling points, Guden-
kauf said.

“I’ve seen her speak before; 
she seems very humble, she’s a 
nurse, and she’s done a lot for the 

community through her union 
work,” she said. “And so I just 
really support her, and she’s very 
down-to-earth, so I appreciate 
that, too.”

UI sophomore Molly Bagnall, 
who caucused in the 2016 elec-
tion, also supported Glasson on 
Monday evening.

Bagnall, a member of the 
Democratic Socialists of Amer-
ica, said Glasson will offer the 
progressive change that she 
thinks Iowa needs.

“… We [Democratic Socialists] 
have endorsed her because we 
really think that she’s offering the 
most progressive, democratic 
change to the Democratic Party, 
which is the best option for the 

community at-large,” she said.
As a young voter, Bagnall said, 

it’s important for young people 
to get involved in politics.

“… Especially the smaller ones, 
not just the presidential elec-
tions,” she said. “You need to 
be voting for your governor, 
for your local representatives, 
always, because the lives we all 
live day-to-day are more im-
pacted by those elections than 
by the president.”

While the candidates dis-
cussed in this article are Demo-
cratic, the DI also attended a Re-
publican caucus at the Iowa City 
Public Library.

Aadit Tambe contributed to the 
reporting for this story.

City Councilor Kingsley 
Botchway said he was excited 
about the change.

“As a progressive city, our poli-
cy should speak to [and] continue 
the conversation on gender iden-
tity,” he said. 

City Councilor Mazahir Salih 
agreed with Botchway.

“I am really glad our city is 
looking to define these terms,” 
she said. “This way we can make 
our city inclusive for everyone.” 

This is not the first step Io-
wa City has taken toward gen-
der inclusiveness.

As previously reported by The 
Daily Iowan, as of 2016, University 
of Iowa  students had the option 
to self-report a variety of gender 
identities, such as he, him, his, 
she, her, hers, they, them, theirs, 
ze, hir, hirs, and ze, zir, zirs on 
the MyUI system.

In 2013, the UI also became 
the first public university in the 
country to allow students to 
identify as transgender on ad-
missions applications.

In a 2017 message from UI 
President Bruce Harreld, he 

said the university “will not tol-
erate anything but a safe and 
inclusive campus for people of 
all backgrounds, regardless of 
race, religion, sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity, or country 
of origin.”

Several states in the U.S. are 
making strides in becoming 
more inclusive toward nonbi-
nary individuals. D.C., Oregon, 
and California offer nonbinary 
people the option to put X on 
their driver's licenses in place 
of male or female, and other 
states have introduced legis-
lation for this and for changes 
on birth certificates.
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Writers’ Workshop grad Joseph Cassara’s début novel deals with LGBT Latinx youth in the Harlem ball scene of the 1980s and 1990s.    
BY ELLY WOODS
ellyssa-woods@uiowa.edu

Joseph Cassara didn’t 
exactly set out to write a 
novel. His aim was a shade 
shorter.

“When I first started 
writing the book I didn’t re-
alize I was writing a novel,” 
he said via phone. “I wrote 
what I thought was a short 
story, but it really wasn’t 
complete.”

As things turned out, the 
Writers’ Workshop grad 
will read from his new nov-
el, The House of Impossi-
ble Beauties at 7 p.m. to-
day at Prairie Lights, 15 S. 
Dubuque St.

Kathleen Johnson, the 
Prairie Lights event direc-
tor, said she likes to see 

Writers’ Workshop alumni 
read at the bookstore be-
fore they make it big.

Cassara said the Work-
shop helped him discover 
his routine for writing.

“I learned that I was a 
morning writer,” he said. 
“I would try to stick to a 
regimen of writing at least 
1,000 words a day.”

After a lot of delibera-
tion and emotional toil, he 
decided that the only way 
to fully tell the story was 
through a novel. By the end 
of his time at the Work-
shop, he had a novel-length 
draft without ever intend-
ing to be a novel writer.

The House of Impossible 
Beauties is set in the 1980s 
and ’90s and follows young 
LGBT+ kids around and in 

the Harlem ball scene. The 
story takes place during the 
AIDS crisis, which wiggles 
its way into the lives of the 
main characters. The nov-
el deals with a community 
that hasn’t had much time 
in the spotlight.

“This is a book about 
queer people, about the Lat-
inx community, people who 
live in poverty — does that 
even have a chance of being 
published?” Cassara said. 

“The media really don’t pay 
attention to those commu-
nities. One at a time, but 
not all three at the same 
time.”

However, he continued to 
write for the sake of the un-
derrepresented communities.

“At first when I was 
writing it, I was writing it 
just for myself, and then I 
thought of little queer kids 
or little Latin kids, kind of 
like myself,” Cassara said. “I 

remember not having access 
to any books like this, and so 
I thought, well, maybe this 
will be published, and it will 
be available in, like, libraries, 
like for these kids.”

Prairie Lights bookseller 
Tim Budd, who read an ad-
vance copy of the book, can at-
test to Cassara’s talented voice.

“What I loved about it 
was the re-creation of the 
music of the ’80s and the 
clothes, because he is ob-
viously far too young to re-
member that time,” Budd 
said. “So either he did a 
great amount of research, 
or he just has a feeling for it 
or knows people who lived 
through that time.”

The story can get tough 
at some points, too.

“He writes wonderfully,” 

Budd said. “You come to 
care about the characters 
quite a bit, even though 
they’re so different from 
who you are.”

Even the author got emo-
tional along the way.

“I cried twice when I 
wrote it,” Cassara said. “I 
guess if I can make myself 
cry, the readers will proba-
bly cry at the same point.”

LGBT+ life in the ’80s & ’90s Harlem ball scene
ARTS & CULTURE

UISG gave the green light for funding to expand a library course-
reserve program aimed to help alleviate students’ textbook costs.

BY SARAH WATSON
sarah-e-watson@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa 
Student Government ap-
proved funding on Tues-
day to bolster UI Libraries’ 
course-reserve system with 
a goal of alleviating stu-
dents’ textbook expenses as 
a part of a textbook-afford-
ability pilot program.

UISG decided in a unani-
mous vote to allocate $20,000 
over three years for the li-
brary to buy materials for its 
course-reserve system.

The system allows stu-
dents to check out books 
for classes and lets faculty 
request print and electron-
ic course materials to be 
put on reserve for their stu-
dents to use throughout the 
semester at no cost.

“It’s a great opportunity 
for professors to lower costs 
for students by using our 
existing resources,” schol-
arly communications librar-
ian Mahrya Burnett said.

Because of current lim-
ited funds for the system, 
only a small number of re-
quests from professors are 
accepted — approximately 
10 to 20 a semester, accord-
ing to the UISG legislation, 
and limited text resources 
are available for student 
checkout.

The limited acceptance 
rate “results in professors 
opting for textbooks rath-
er than course reserves for 
their classes,” the legisla-
tion read.

Both organizations are 
hoping more resources will 
alleviate financial pressure 
on students to buy books — 
the cost of which have risen 
by 88 percent in the last 10 
years, according to a study 

done by the Department of 
Labor and Statistics.

  The initiative is part of 
a larger pilot program be-
tween the UI Libraries and 
UISG to tackle the rising 
costs of textbooks.

  The funding will also 
be used to keep textbooks 
on reserve for certain 
high-traffic classes — ones 
with 200 or more students 
and if the book costs $200 
or more, Burnett said.

  “What we are hoping is 
that students who won’t be 
able to afford course mate-
rials for, say, Principles of 
Chem 1, would be able to 
check out the program ma-
terials for the course,” said 
Tristan Schmidt, the UISG 
director of academic affairs.

  UI admissions accounts 
for $950 when calculating 

the cost for a year of college 
textbooks, and the Nation-
al Association of College 
Stores puts up an average of 
$600 a year based on a 2014 
study.

UISG Sen. Sara Bultsma 
said a Spanish literature 
class she took used materi-
als solely from the library 
course reserves.

“We had reading sec-
tions from three different 
big sources,” she said. “If 
[my professor] hadn’t been 
approved for that, I don’t 
know necessarily what she 
would’ve done, but we po-
tentially could have had to 
buy three textbooks.”

A subcommittee of three 
librarians and three students 
will decide what textbooks to 
purchase with the funds — of 
which $6,667 will be used for 
the fall 2018 semester.

 “We assume that there’ll be 
more books that meet our cri-
teria than what we have mon-

ey to actually purchase for, so 
that’s where the committee 
comes in,” Burnett said.

Other initiatives the pilot 
program has undertaken 
are starting a textbook-do-
nation system announced 
last semester, to be imple-
mented at the end of spring 
semester, in which students 
can donate textbooks so 
other students will be able 
to rent them.

“We feel that everyone 
in the university commu-
nity has a responsibility to 
address this issue in some 
way so that students have 
all the resources they need,” 
Burnett said. “Studies have 
shown that students who 
don’t buy a book for their 
course don’t do as well.”

UISG passes funding 
to boost affordable 
course textbooks

Chris Kalous/The Daily Iowan
 A speaker addresses UISG during its meeting in the University Capitol.

On Tuesday night, the Io-
wa City City Council passed a 
motion to add one full-time 
police-sergeant position in 
the wake of a $450,000 grant 
that stems from a nationwide 
initiative to strengthen the re-
sponses to domestic and sexu-
al violence.

“The domestic- and sexu-
al-violence grant position will 
continue to be overseen by 
the Investigations supervisors, 
just as our domestic-abuse in-
vestigator is now,” Iowa City 
police Sgt. Derek Frank said in 
an email to The Daily Iowan.

“Basically, there will be a 
redistribution of duties that 
will allow for the Investigations 
sergeant to continue to over-
see domestic- and sexual-vio-
lence cases, while some duties 
that are currently assigned to 
that position will be reassigned 
to the new sergeant position.”

The DI reported in an earlier 
article that last year, the Iowa 
City police dealt with 712 rela-
tionship-orientated cases. In 
the previous five years, there 
were around 600.

 — Maria Kuiper

Grant aids police in 
domestic, sexual violence

‘Studies have shown that students who don’t 
buy a book for their course don’t do as well.’

— Mahrya Burnett

‘I learned that I was a morning writer. I would 
try to stick to a regimen of writing at least 

1,000 words a day.’
— Joseph Cassara

When: 7 p.m. today

Where: Prairie Lights, 15 
S. Dubuque

Cost: Free

EVENT INFO

@DAILY_IOWAN
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The reinstatement of Business Leaders in Christ is not a triumph for religious freedom but for narrow-mindedness.
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Faith-based student groups cling to 
victimhood, stay narrow-minded

Congress’ deplorable track record in meeting fiscal year deadlines is the rule, not the exception.
Iowa’s Congress members lack fiscal responsibility

The controversy surround-
ing a gay student denied 
a leadership position in 
Business Leaders in Christ 
seems to have been resolved 
for now. After the Christian 
student organization was ex-
pelled by the University of Io-
wa for violating the school’s 
Human Rights Policy and 
the Iowa Civil Rights Act, a 
federal judge ordered its re-
instatement, concluding that 
the UI did not consistently 
apply its Human Rights Pol-

icy. Five additional faith-
based campus organizations 
filed a brief in support of the 
group and spoke to The Daily 
Iowan about how this ruling 
affects them.

But let’s be completely 
clear that the ruling in fa-
vor of Business Leaders in 
Christ does not mean what 
the organization did, nor 
the views of its supporting 
faith-based organizations, is 
legally sound. After all, U.S. 
District Court Judge Steph-
anie Rose said the 90-day 
reinstatement is “granted 
based solely upon the univer-
sity’s selective enforcement 
of an otherwise reasonable 
and viewpoint-neutral non-
discrimination policy.” Still, 
that hasn’t stopped the Chris-
tian group and its lawyers 
from pushing an acutely dis-
honest narrative of religious 

persecution. Attorney Eric 
Baxter of the Becket Fund 
for Religious Liberty said 
after the ruling, “The court 
has told the University of 
Iowa to stop discriminating 
against BLinC because of its 
religious beliefs.” Nowhere 
in the order does the judge 
lawfully justify the organi-
zation’s implementation of 
religious beliefs.

Evidently, the UI must 
make structural changes to 
properly enforce the Human 
Rights Policy — it currently 
only reviews student organi-
zation constitutions when a 
complaint has been filed — 
a practice that left its hands 
tied in this case. Following 
the 90-day period of the 
group’s reinstatement, the 
UI may respond to the court 
by detailing changes to its 
execution of Human Rights 

Policy. If the university 
doesn’t want another lawsuit 
like this one, it should.

Critics of the religious 
group and the faith-based or-
ganizations in solidarity with 
it contend that the group 
has used Christianity as a 
guise for homophobia and 
discrimination. And while I 
agree with this statement, as 
I’m sure the court will if UI 
amends enforcement of its 
Human Rights Policy, I was 
even more appalled by one 
religious leader’s defense of 
requiring certain beliefs of 
organization leaders.

“It’s about the beautiful 
value of diversity,” 24:7 Cam-
pus Pastor Wade Urig said 
in an interview with the DI. 
“Whether the  group is for 
Christians or communists, 
Muslims or musicians, femi-
nists or filmmakers, they are 

and should be free to require 
leaders to adhere to their be-
liefs — to affirm what makes 
each diverse group unique. 
That’s the beauty of the mar-
ketplace of ideas.”

The “marketplace of 
ideas” is an inherently 
American idea — and so 
there’s no doubt whether the 
use of the term panders to 
the patriotic conservative, 
who may support the reli-
gious group’s denial of gay 
student leaders. But what’s 
troubling about this notion 
is it implies a diversity of 
thought in groups is some-
how secondary to the diver-
sity of groups on campus. 
When any student organi-
zation — religious, or polit-
ical, or even interest-based 
—requires its leaders to 
staunchly adhere to an ide-
ology, does that truly foster 

a “marketplace of ideas” or 
perpetuate an unending 
echo chamber?

This is a question that not 
only faith-based student or-
ganizations must ask them-
selves, but also something 
Students for Life, the Kore-
an American Student Asso-
ciation, and the UI Feminist 
Majority Leadership Alliance 
(groups called out by Busi-
ness Leaders in Christ) must 
ponder. The unique value of 
a higher education lies in be-
ing intellectually challenged 
in the classroom and on 
campus. While the ruling in 
favor of the religious group 
was due to sloppy procedure 
enforcement, and not pro-
tection from opposing ideas, 
it has unintentionally set the 
precedent that the freedom 
to nurture narrow-minded-
ness is freedom itself.

COLUMN

I’m sure you can answer 
this question: How many of 
America’s 27 million small 
businesses and 18,586 large-
scale companies start their 
fiscal year without a budget? 
Answer: zero.

Iowa Sens. Chuck Grassley 
and Joni Ernst and Reps. Rod 
Blum, Steve King, Dave Loeb-
sack, and David Young must 
feel they are privileged and 
can ignore meeting budgetary 
deadlines. How can I say this? 
According to the Government 
Accountability Office, Con-
gress has only met the Oct. 
1 beginning date fiscal-year 
deadline four times in 40 years 
(i.e., 1977, 1989, 1995, and 1997).

With a 90 percent failure 
rate, Congress should not be 
surprised it has earned a 15 
percent public-approval rating.

Spending plans for the cur-
rent fiscal year should have 
been completed by September 
2017. For fiscal 2018, we’ve en-
dured four budget stop-gap 
measures (i.e., continuing 
resolution), a fifth delay may 
occur in February, and Sen. 
John Cornyn, R-Texas, pre-
dicts March is when lawmak-
ers will finally be able to agree 
on spending caps.

This means fiscal 2018, 
which began Oct. 1, 2017, could 
well be half over by the time 
Congress approves a final 
spending plan for the year.

The bipartisan organization 
Concord Coalition reports “the 
habitual use of these short-
term spending measures re-
flects congressional failure on 
one of lawmakers’ most fun-
damental responsibilities. Be-

yond the embarrassment for 
lawmakers, however, continu-
ing resolutions … (have) cre-
ated months of governmental 
chaos, long-lasting inefficien-
cies, and wasted tax dollars.”

It’s long overdue we tell 
every lawmaker in office we 
will not support their re-elec-
tion unless they work across 
the aisle and vote yes on the 
“No Budget, No Pay” bill that 
is supported by 81 percent of 
the public. No Budget, No Pay 
dictates that if the appropria-
tions process is not complet-
ed by Oct. 1, pay for members 
of Congress and their entire 
staff will cease. Salaries would 
not resume until the appropri-
ations are completed. This ac-
tion may change their habitu-
ally irresponsible behavior.

Congress also needs to 

be held accountable for two 
other fiscally related prob-
lems it has largely ignored: 
1) $20.5 trillion federal defi-
cit ($62,805 debt/person) 
and 2) current one year 
short-term versus five- to 
10-year long-term budgetary 
thinking. We should insist 
lawmakers support legisla-
tion on three other bills or 
we will purposely endorse 
their competitor to the of-
fice they currently hold: 1) 
Fiscal Responsibility Act, 2) 
Two-Year Budgets, and 3) 
Long-Term Capital Budget.

Fiscal Responsibility Act, 
supported by 80 percent of 
Americans, would prohibit 
Congress from passing bud-
gets that would increase the 
national debt as a share of 
the overall economy except 

in cases of war, disaster, or 
recession. By Congress ig-
noring America’s federal 
deficit (President Donald 
Trump’s tax bill added $1.5 
trillion to the $20.5 trillion 
federal deficit), it will be-
come the next “hidden crisis” 
we face. Three out of every 
five citizens support the con-
cept of “Two-Year Budgets” 
whereby Congress would be 
required to implement a bi-
ennial budget process. Con-
gress would spend one year 
on appropriations, permit-
ting them to focus their time 
on oversight activities the 
other year. Successful com-
panies employ a one-, three-, 
five-, and 10-year budgetary 
processes.

Long-Term Capital Budget 
legislation requires Congress 

to have the budget divided into 
two parts, just like successful 
small businesses and corpora-
tions: 1) capital budget for long-
term investments (e.g., infra-
structure, NASA, research, 
etc.) and 2) operating budget 
(i.e., annual expenses). Because 
Congress has proven, in statis-
tically significant means, for 40 
years it is fiscally irresponsible, 
it’s time we insist it does its job. 
We must let lawmakers know 
we’re serious and will vote for 
their opponents, even if we 
have to cross our preferred par-
ty line, which is a simple flip-of-
the-switch away.                                       

—  Steve Corbin
Professor Emeritus of 

Marketing
University of Northen 

Iowa

BY JAMES GENESER
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game tonight, and I couldn’t 
be more proud of the guys I 
get to call my teammates and 
my brothers,” forward Cordell 
Pemsl said. “They went to war 
tonight, and although it didn’t 
come out the way we wanted it 
to, it was a huge step for us.”

Although it was a loss, it 
might have revealed the most 
about this Iowa team in what 
was arguably its biggest regu-
lar-season game of the year.

It was also one of the best 
games the Hawkeyes have 
played all season.

The shellacking against 
Purdue, as well as home losses 

to Ohio State and Michigan, 
didn’t showcase Iowa’s best 
basketball, but the team was 
much improved against the 
Spartans. That raises the ques-
tion: Where has this team been 
all season?

“That is a great question,” 
Pemsl said. “Obviously, we all 
wish that we could’ve been 
playing like this since the get-
go. Obviously, we would have 
a way different season, but 
at least we were able to show 
not only everyone else but 
ourselves that it is there, that 
we’re capable of doing stuff 
like that.”

Iowa's fight resembled that 
of its point guard. Suffering 
from an illness since Iowa’s loss 
to Penn State on Feb. 3, Jordan 
Bohannon was held out of prac-

tice on Monday but mustered 
up enough strength to take on 
the Spartans.

His efforts didn’t go unno-
ticed. Bohannon ever so slightly 
resembled Michael Jordan’s Flu 
Game in the 1997 NBA Finals 
by posting 17 points on 5-of-8 
shooting from deep, 6 assists, 
and 5 rebounds.

His impact came when the 
Hawkeyes needed it the most 
as well, hitting numerous 
3-pointers in the second half to 
give Iowa a chance.

No matter what the final 
score was, his toughness 
showed, just like the rest of 
his team’s.

“He’s always been a tough 
kid, so I knew when he hit the 
floor tonight, he was going to 
be at his best and giving 100 

percent — that’s the kind of 
guy he’s been since the day I 
met him,” forward Tyler Cook 
said. “I’m so proud of the way 
he came out and played today 
through what was going on 
with his body … I don’t know a 
lot of guys that could’ve done 
that tonight.”

There’s no doubt wheth-
er the loss stings for the 
Hawkeyes and their fans, but 
it isn’t all bad. Iowa played 
a good team close and took 
one of its biggest steps of the 
season, despite coming out on 
the losing end.

“It’s definitely a positive,” 
head coach Fran McCaffery 
said. “It’s a step to being an 
example of what we’re capable 
of doing. We put ourselves in 
a position to win.”

Bridges made a pair of free 
throws to put Michigan State 
up 1, and that was the last lead 
the Hawkeyes saw.

With 31 seconds to play, 
Iowa trailed, 91-90, and Isa-
iah Moss had caught the ball 
at the top of the key. He had 
trouble securing the inbounds 
pass with the Spartan defense 
draped all over him, and he 
threw up an air-ball as the 
shot clock expired. It was un-
clear who that out-of-bounds 

play was designed for, as Moss 
had to improvise on the fly.

“I thought he was just going 
to pull up,” head coach Fran 
McCaffery said. “By the time 
he sort of gathered himself, 
there wasn’t enough time to 
call a timeout. It was just an 
unfortunate play for him and 
for us.”

Iowa hung with Michigan 
State for the entire game 
thanks to a well-rounded of-
fensive attack.

Cook led the charge, scor-
ing a game-high 26 points. 
Jordan Bohannon followed 
with 17 points and five makes 

from downtown to go along 
with 6 assists and no turn-
overs in 32 minutes of action.

Iowa’s bench, which has 
been hit or miss this season, 
stood tall when called upon; 
Maishe Dailey and Cordell 
Pemsl combined to score 
24 points. Dailey’s timely 
3-pointers and Pemsl’s work 
in the paint gave Cook and 
Bohannon time to recharge 
on the bench.

Iowa found its momentum 
early in the second half from 
Cook, much like in the victory 
over Minnesota. Once again, 
a pair of thunderous slams 

courtesy of the sophomore ig-
nited the Hawkeyes, who out-
scored the Spartans, 51-48, in 
the second half.

“I think they really fought. 
I’m really proud of their 
fight,” McCaffery said. “I 
thought the effort consistent-
ly was there. I thought for the 
most part the effort’s usually 
there, but it’s execution — 
we only turned it over eight 
times against a really good 
defensive team.”

The 11,350 in attendance 
rose to their feet after Bohan-
non nailed a 3-pointer, put-
ting Iowa up, 68-64.

The 3-pointers kept falling, 
as Dailey churned out argu-
ably his best performance 
off the season. Coming off 
the bench, the sophomore 
sparked momentum with his 
corner 3-pointer (one of his 
three makes from deep), and 
Nicholas Baer took a Spartan 
miss coast-to-coast to widen 
Iowa’s lead to 7.

Baer had a shot to send 
the game into overtime at 
the buzzer, but his half-court 
heave clanked on the front 
rim, inducing a sigh from the 
Carver-Hawkeye crowd.

“I give Fran a lot of credit, 

more credit than I give my-
self,” Michigan State head 
coach Tom Izzo said. “He’s 
had a tough season. That team 
is as good of an offensive team 
that we’ve played.”

Rankings wise, Michigan 
State was Iowa’s toughest 
opponent remaining on its 
schedule entering Tuesday’s 
game, but the remaining 
games aren’t a saunter in the 
park by any means.

Iowa will travel to Ohio 
State (Feb. 10) and Michi-
gan (Feb. 14) before return-
ing home to play Indiana on 
Feb. 17.
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the nation, over-powered 
No. 8 Nick Wanzek of Min-
nesota in a 5-1 decision.

“I heard Terry [Brands] at 
the end say, ‘You ride him.’ 
He said it pretty loud, and 
that just gave me motivation 
to ride him,” Marinelli said. 
“I knew there was short 
time and getting that riding 
time is huge in those close 
matches.”

On Senior Day against 
Northwestern, Iowa’s lone 
senior in the lineup Bran-
don Sorensen, fended off 
No. 5 Ryan Deakin with a 
5-4 win in sudden victory. 

A technical violation was 
called on Deakin in the over-
time period, and Sorensen 
was able to walk away with 
a win.

He concluded with a 35-
3 career record in Carv-
er-Hawkeye.

“[Sorensen] is what we 
want our guys to be,” Brands 
said. “He puts his head down 
and goes to work every day. 
There’s been zero distrac-
tion with him.”

“I’m going to miss him 
a lot,” Lee said. “I was only 
here a year with him, but 
he’s the model of what you 
want to be in this program. 
If you want to be successful 
in this program, you just 
have to follow what Brandon 
Sorensen does.”

WRESTLING
CONTINUED FROM 8

GOLIATH
CONTINUED FROM 8

FIGHT
CONTINUED FROM 8



BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

Iowa did something on Tuesday it 
hadn’t done much this season: show 
fight and compete with one of the 
best teams in the Big Ten.

With No. 4 Michigan State rolling 
into Iowa City, the Hawkeyes weren’t 
supposed to have a chance to pick up 
a signature win. But they did.

Still, Iowa suffered a 96-93 loss 
to the top-five Spartans in Carv-
er-Hawkeye in what was a gutsy 

performance by the Hawkeyes.
In fact, the last time a team even 

remotely as good as Michigan State 
came to town, the Hawkeyes got 
rocked by then-No. 3 Purdue in a 
23-point loss.

This was different, though. Iowa 
never stopped fighting, even when 
the Spartans went on a big run early 
and even when they kept extending 
their lead and took the lead late.

“Big picture, we played a hell of a 

“He told me once, 
and this is brilliant, 
that he doesn't 
speed or drive 
recklessly, and he 
wears a seat belt all 
the time, because 
if he dies, he won't 
be able to wrestle 
anymore.

— Tom Brands 
on Spencer 
Lee's driving

BY JAMES GEERDES
james-geerdes@uiowa.edu

Tom Brands and Company 
found their groove again this 
past weekend after suffering two 
stumbles against Ohio State and 
Michigan in the last two weeks. 
Two dominating wins set the Iowa 
train back in motion, but its big-
gest challenge awaits.

Iowa pounded two teams for 
two wins this weekend; a 34-7 vic-
tory over No. 18 Minnesota and a 
33-2 win over No. 17 Northwest-
ern showed Hawkeye dominance 
across the board.

Now a household name in 
college wrestling, Spencer Lee 
furthered his campaign this 
season with two wins over top-
10 opponents. The third-ranked 
lightweight topped Minneso-
ta’s sixth-ranked Ethan Lizak 
with a convincing 15-0 techni-
cal fall on Feb. 2, then two days 
later, won a 7-4 decision over 
Northwestern’s 10th-ranked 
Sebastian Rivera.

“I just didn’t focus on scoring,” 
Lee said. “The coaching staff and 
me, we have a lot to work on. We 
have Penn State on Saturday.”

Penn State is the challenge 
facing Iowa. Lee, a native of 
Murrysville, Pennsylvania, will 
return home on Saturday to take 
on the powerhouse program 
that has won six of the last sev-
en national championships, and 
parts of the lineup will have to be 
pieced together if Iowa is to win 
the dual.

Mitch Bowman took a step 
in the right direction on Sun-
day. After having dropped three 
matches in a row, he earned a 
major decision over Mitch Sliga 
of Northwestern.

Kaleb Young dropped his match 
on Sunday at the 174-pound spot 
against No. 17 Johnny Sebastion. 
On the other hand, Joey Gunther 
got the start on Feb. 2 and earned 

a 5-1 decision over Chris Pfarr of 
Minnesota.

For the majority of the week-
end, Iowa’s lineup found ways to 
win.

The team won eight of its 10 
bouts against Minnesota and won 
nine of its 10 against Northwest-
ern.

Notably, freshman 141-pounder 
Carter Happel, down 4-3, pulled off a 

last-second takedown and pin to upset 
No. 10 Tommy Thorn of Minnesota.

But the battle for the 141-pound 
spot raged on, when sophomore 
Vince Turk won a major decision 
over Alex McKenna of Northwest-
ern.

Freshman Alex Marinelli, the 
seventh-ranked 165-pounder in 
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Wrestling faces Mount Nittany

Almost, but not quite

Iowa completed the weekend sweep but a steeper challenge lies ahead.

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Tyler Cook and Michigan State’s Gavin Schilling line the lane during a free-throw attempt on Tuesday in Carver-Hawkeye. The Spartans squeaked by the Hawkeyes, 96-93.

Iowa did its best to take down No. 4 Michigan State, but the Spartans erased a late Hawkeye lead 
and cranked out a heart-breaking victory on the road.

 HAWKEYE UPDATES

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

SEE WRESTLING, 7

SEE FIGHT, 7

Baseball adds game to 
schedule

Iowa baseball added another 
game to its 2018 schedule.

The program announced Mon-
day that the Hawkeyes will face 
off with Missouri State on March 
14. The game will be played at a 
“neutral site”: the Kansas City 
Urban Youth Academy in Kansas 
City, Missouri.

According to a press release, 
the Kansas City Urban Youth 
Academy is a “40,000-square-
foot indoor training facility, 
coupled with four state-of-the-art 
diamonds.”

Last season, Missouri State 
posted a 43-20 overall record, 
losing only once in Missouri Val-
ley play. The Bears reached the 
NCAA Tournament, losing to TCU 
in the Super Regional round.

Admission to the game is free.
Following the addition of Mis-

souri State, Iowa has 54 games 
on its schedule.

STAT OF THE DAY

12-0record

Wrestler Alex Marinelli 
is one of two freshmen 
in the country with an 
undefeated record.

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s No. 3 125-pounder Spencer Lee wrestles Northwestern’s No. 10 Sebastian Rivera on Sunday in Carver-Hawkeye. The Hawkeyes de-
feated the Wildcats, 33-2, losing only one match. 

BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

The story of David and Goliath is 
always a nice one, but sometimes, 
Goliath doesn’t want to go down.

After leading Michigan State for 
most of the second half and flirt-
ing with an upset bid, Iowa slowly 
watched its lead dwindle before los-
ing it for good.

The Spartans topped the 
Hawkeyes, 96-93, in a game in 
which Iowa had plenty of opportu-

nities to take command of the game 
with a late lead.

“I think we played our behinds 
off,” Tyler Cook said. “We competed 
against a great team, a Final Four 
team, so I’m proud of that. [There 
were] a couple things we could have 
done better down the stretch that 
might have changed the outcome of 
the game.”

Iowa held a 1-point lead with 1:54 
remaining in the game, but Miles 

Goliath refuses to fall, David 
runs out of slingshots

Iowa musters up a 
serious fight in Carver

SEE GOLIATH, 7

IOWA HAWKEYES (93)

                Min  FG   3P   FT  Reb A TO TP

Cook 37 11-22 0-0 4-8 3 4 0 26

Baer 21 1-4 0-2 0-0 3 4 0 2

Garza 22 4-8 0-1 1-1 3 3 0 9

Bohannon 32 6-12 5-8 0-0 5 6 0 17

Moss 27 3-8 1-3 4-5 4 4 1 11

Wagner 4 1-1 0-0 0-1 0 0 0 2

Dailey 17 5-7 3-5 0-0 0 1 2 13

Nunge 15 1-3 1-3 0-0 2 2 2 2

Kriener 2 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 1 0

Ellingson 4 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0

Pemsl 9 4-4 0-0 3-4 7 2 0 11

Johnson 5 0-0 0-0 0-0 1 1 1 0

Johnson 5 0-0 0-0 0-0 1 1 1 0

Johnson 5 0-0 0-0 0-0 1 1 1 0

TOTALS  36-69 9-20 12-19 30 26 8 93

MICHIGAN STATE SPARTANS (96)

                Min  FG   3P   FT  Reb A TO TP

Jackson Jr. 19 4-5 1-1 2-3 5 2 1 11

Ward 12 7-9 0-0 3-4 4 0 0 17

Langford 30 5-9 1-2 4-4 1 2 4 15

Winston 23 2-7 1-3 4-4 3 8 2 9

Bridges 32 8-14 2-5 7-9 4 4 1 25

Nairn Jr. 17 1-1 0-0 0-0 0 2 1 2 

McQuaid 22 2-5 2-5 2-2 0 0 0 8

Tillman 7 0-2 0-0 0-0 2 0 1 0

Goins 25 3-4 1-1 0-0 9 2 0 7

Schilling 13 0-1 0-0 2-4 3 0 0 2

Johnson 5 0-0 0-0 0-0 1 1 1 0

TOTALS  32-57 8-17 24-29 34 20 10 96

                1st Half  2nd Half   Total

  Iowa        42   51    93 

  Mich. St.     48   48    96

Attendance: 11350
Fouled out: None    Technicals: None

  

IOWA HAWKEYES (93)

                Min  FG   3P   FT  Reb A TO TP

Cook 37 11-22 0-0 4-8 3 4 0 26

Baer 21 1-4 0-2 0-0 3 4 0 2

Garza 22 4-8 0-1 1-1 3 3 0 9

Bohannon 32 6-12 5-8 0-0 5 6 0 17

Moss 27 3-8 1-3 4-5 4 4 1 11

Wagner 4 1-1 0-0 0-1 0 0 0 2

Dailey 17 5-7 3-5 0-0 0 1 2 13

Nunge 15 1-3 1-3 0-0 2 2 2 2

Kriener 2 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 1 0

Ellingson 4 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0
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Anthony Cassar, 
Penn State

The 197-pound sophomore 
helped Penn State take down No. 
1 Ohio State and clinch a share of 
the Big Ten Dual Meet Champi-
onship.

The Rocky Hill, New Jersey, 
native upset No. 1 Kollin Moore — 
his first loss of the year — in a 6-3 
decision. He recorded takedowns 
in the second and third periods.

Cassar sits at 16-2 on the 
season and remains undefeated 
against top-five opponents this 
year. This is his first conference 
Wrestler of the Week award.

WRESTER OF THE WEEK

Feb. 7, 2016
On this day, Hawkeye 

basketball traveled to 
Champaign, Illinois, to 
take on the Illini.

Iowa won, 77-65, 
thanks to a solid de-
fensive effort, holding 
Illinois to under 40 
percent shooting. For 
the Black and Gold, 
Peter Jok dropped 23 
points, and Jared Uthoff 
added 18 points and 
12 rebounds. Anthony 
Clemmons stuffed the 
stat sheet, scoring 
10 points, grabbing 6 
rebounds, recording 4 
steals, and notching 2 
assists.

The Hawkeyes moved 
to 19-4 on the season. 
That year, Iowa went on 
to make the NCAA Tour-
nament, beating Temple 
and losing to eventual 
champion Villanova.
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