
BY BROOKLYN DRAISEY
brooklyn-draisey@uiowa.edu

A study published Jan. 24 involving University 
of Hospitals & Clinics extends the time for treat-
ment of some stroke patients to much longer 
than previously thought.

The UI Comprehensive Stroke Center, along 
with 37 other clinics, found certain patients 
suffering from a stroke can be treated up to 16 
hours after the event. The previous time was just 
six hours. These findings come from a two-year 
study called DEFUSE 3.

This is only one of many stud-
ies the Stroke Center is a part of 
as one of 25 Regional Coordinat-
ing Centers for StrokeNet, a net-
work of hospitals doing research 
on stroke care.

The population of patients who 
can be treated with DEFUSE 3 
is very small. Only around 1 per-

cent of stroke patients qualify, steering commit-
tee member Professor Colin Derdeyn said. That 
means for 99 percent of stroke patients, speed is 
integral to effective treatment.

“Even if those patients … can receive treatment 
later successfully, the majority can’t,” Stroke 
Center Director Enrique Leira said. “It’s import-
ant that it’s the sooner the better for stroke care, 
and we need to move fast for everybody.”

This group of patients is identified by two 
methods: clinical and physical examination.

The clinical method looks at images from a CAT 
scan to check for bleeding, assesses the amount 
of dead tissue in the brain, and determines the 
time since the stroke occurred.

If the stroke occurred many hours before, but 

BY MARISSA PAYNE
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

In light of sexual-assault allegations against 
a major University of Iowa donor, the univer-
sity announced Wednesday it will change the 
name of the Institute for Vision Research, cur-
rently named after Stephen A. Wynn.

Wynn resigned as finance chairman of the 
Republican National Committee Jan. 27 in re-
sponse to the allegations, which were first re-
ported by the Wall Street Journal on Jan. 26. The 
report details decades of alleged sexual harass-
ment and abuse incidents against dozens of 
women employed by Wynn.

In 2013, Wynn committed $25 million toward 
research to cure hereditary blindness. He him-
self suffers from one of the heritable eye dis-

eases. At that time, the UI renamed the insti-
tute the Stephen A. Wynn Institute for Vision 
Research in his honor. Wynn has donated $20 
million toward this commitment, “dramatical-
ly increasing the institute’s scope of research,” 
the press release said. The naming was in rec-
ognition of the gift but not a condition of it.

The UI determined retaining the name 
would be damaging to the institute’s repu-
tation. According to the announcement, this 
would be the first time the UI has removed a 
donor name from a building or institute. This 
change is subject to approval by the state Board 
of Regents.

“The University of Iowa is committed to 
ending sexual violence and sexual misconduct 

SEE WYNN, 2A

UI decides to ditch 
Wynn name

New risk in genetics

The UI will change name of institute named after donor 
facing sexual misconduct allegations.

BY AADIT TAMBE
aadit-tambe@uiowa.edu

Researchers are working to learn more about 
factors other than smoking that increase a per-
son’s risk for developing chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease.

A recent University of Iowa study appeared to 
show a correlation between a genetic variation in 
lung anatomy and the risk of being susceptible to 
COPD. According to the UI Carver College of Med-
icine, COPD is the third-leading cause of death 
worldwide. There are 16 million people in the United 
States diagnosed with the disease.

“The study was funded by the NIH to identify 
markers of various sorts that will break down the 
population of smokers that get COPD, and break 
them down in subgroups with the idea to find in-

terventions,” said Professor Eric Hoffman, the di-
rector of the UI Advanced Pulmonary Physiomic 
Imaging Laboratory.

This study began to identify the traits that dif-
ferentiate populations with COPD and to see how 
quickly these traits change.

“If there is a trait that is differentiating, and 
changing quickly, you don’t have to study them for 
10 years,” Hoffman said. “You can study them for a 
short period of time.”

The UIHC General Hospital was chosen as the 
site to oversee the imaging portion of the study. 
The team devised protocols and gathered images 
through Volumetric Image Display and Analysis, an 
organization born in the UI.

The data were collected and analyzed at Colum-
bia University, where researchers discovered that 
there was an airway branch missing in some sub-

jects and was extra in others.
“We saw that 25 percent people have one of the 

other variants,” Hoffman said. “We then started 
thinking about how these variants could put the 
subject at risk of getting COPD.”

The verifications revealed that a subject was about 
1.7 times more likely to get COPD if the he or she had 
one or more of these variants, Hoffman said.

Even for those who did not smoke, researchers 
also discovered that if a participant showed one 
or more of these variations, their siblings had 
one of these variants as well, revealing a genetic 
correlation.

 “This suggests it puts you at risk even if you in-
hale any abnormal substance — for instance, pollu-
tion,” Hoffman said.

SEE COPD, 2A

Matthew Finley/The Daily Iowan
UI Professor Eric Hoffman stands in front of a CT scanner in his lab on Tuesday. Hoffman is the director of the Advanced Pulmonary Physiomic Imaging Laboratory.

A UI study shows genetic variation in lung anatomy may be a cause of COPD.

Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
The UI Institute for Vision Research is seen in the Medical Education & Research Facility on Wednesday. The institute is 
named after Stephen A. Wynn, a major donor to the UI.

SEE STUDY, 2A

Study extends 
treatment after 
stroke
A UI clinic was involved in 
a study that found certain 
patients can be treated for up 
to 16 hours after a stroke.
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The Theater Department gives its take on the play By the Way, Meet Vera Stark, which examines 
discrimination in Hollywood.

Over the span of 70 years, a once-budding actress experiences the 
movie business shifting its outlook on marginalized groups and dis-
covering, or ignoring, what it still needs to improve upon.

The University of Iowa Theater Department will present its first 
Mainstage show of the semester, By the Way, Meet Vera Stark, which 

poses the question, what does it mean to compromise one’s personal 
values in order to become a successful star?

Vera Stark is an ambitious black woman living in the early 20th 
century, determined to break out of her role as a maid and follow 
her dreams of becoming a famous actress. On her journey, Stark be-
comes intertwined with Gloria Mitchell, a white woman working in 
Hollywood, in a film project. Their relationship directs them through 
the complex dynamics of Hollywood and the industry’s view of Afri-
can Americans.

Director Tlaloc Rivas has a long history with the play — he 
directed the first stage reading in New York in 2009.  Ri-

vas cited himself as a longtime fan of the playwright, 
Lynn Nottage.

“I’m attracted to plays that have something to 
say about the world in some way, and that is an 

examination and reflection about the complex 
relationships between race and Hollywood,” 

Rivas said. “Certainly, the conversations are 
happening now with #OscarsSoWhite and 
the #MeToo movement.”

The play has three distinct tones through-
out the three acts, with the first operating 
like an exaggerated screwball comedy, the 
second act taking place on a talk show in the 
’70s, and the third act set in a discussion panel 

during the early 2000s.
Compared with more contemporary pieces, Ri-

vas found it difficult to work with the comedy in 
the script, because the show has an old-fashioned 

approach to its jokes.
“The comedy was really hard because of the 

timing,” Rivas said. “The screwball comedies of 
the ’30s and ’40s were really dynamic. They were 
so full of dialogue, and it has that quality of being 
very fast and dense.”

Randryck Lewis, an M.F.A. candidate in acting, 

By Sarah Stortz | sarah-stortz@uiowa.edu

DESIGN By ALLIE WILKERSONPhoto By DAVID HARMANTAS

When: Feb. 1-10, 8 p.m. Wednesday-Saturday;

2 p.m. Sunday

Where: theater Building David thayer theater

Cost: $5-$20

Event Info

SEE COLOR, 3B

Examining discrimination 
in Hollywood  
In its first Mainstage show of 
the semester, the UI Theater 
Department presents By the Way, 
Meet Vera Stark, which poses the 
question: What does it mean to 
compromise one’s personal values 
in order to become a successful 
star? 80 HOURS

A wrestler’s last shot 
Brandon Sorensen has had a great 
career as a Hawkeye. A three-time 

All-American, 
including a 
runner-up 
finish at NCAAs, 
and a three-
time Midlands 
Champions, 
Sorensen has 
one last battle 

in Carver-Hawkeye to go out on a 
high note. He has made his impact 
in Iowa City and has one more 
chance to bring a national title 
home. Sports, 6A

Dance Marathon 
participant knows what 
it’s like to beat cancer
One dancer at this year’s big 
event will be celebrating five 
years of remission from Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma. On top of dancing for 
24 hours, UI junior Melissa Trepa 
will walk across the stage during 
“graduation,” signifying her 
triumph over the disease. News, 
3A

The stakes are high for 
women’s basketball
Iowa women’s basketball is 
coming up on an important 
stretch of games. Currently 
projected as a No. 9 seed for the 
NCAA Tournament, the Hawkeyes 
have to take down Michigan State 
and get a streak going. Luckily for 
Iowa, only one of their next seven 
opponents is projected to make 
the Round of 64. Sports, 6A

Iowa lawmakers involved 
in fatal collision 
U.S. Sen. Joni Ernst and U.S. 
Reps. David Young and Steve 
King were among the Republican 
lawmakers involved in a train-
truck collision Tuesday afternoon. 
The Amtrak train was carrying the 
policymakers to an annual policy 
retreat when it struck a truck in 
Virginia. At least one person in 
the truck was killed, according to 
the Associated Press.
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A lens on cyberbullying
A world-renowned Bosnian photographer focuses her lens on a common 
struggle of both Bosnian and American youth: cyberbullying.
BY CHRISTOPHER BORRO
christopher-borro@uiowa.edu

Bosnian photographer 
Majda Turkic discussed and 
presented her new gallery on 
the effects of cyberbullying on 
Wednesday  at the College of 
Public Health Building.

The gallery, titled Cyberbul-
lying: Telling the Public Health 
Story Through Photographs, was 
created in 2017. It combines 
photographs of real Bosnian 
students, ages 11 to 19, with 
Photoshop to create chilling 
portraits that detail how on-
line abuse can negatively af-
fect children and teenagers.

Many of Turkic’s pictures 
capture moments of children 
in moments of fear, helpless-
ness, or even suicidal con-
templation while their peers 
jeer or capture photographs of 
their fellow children’s struggle 
for social media attention.

Despite the hardships the 
images portray, Turkic said, 
she and her student models 
had fun creating them. She 
also expressed why she felt it 
was important to use teenag-
ers and children in her art.

“This generation of young 
people identify virtual reality 
as real,” she said. “Therefore, 
visual forms of letters, words 
and comments are consid-
ered more important than the 
same things in the real world.” 
She stressed that, often, youth 
feel like it’s a necessity to 
know what’s being said about 

them online.
The students who assisted 

Turkic in modeling for her 
photographs were chosen 
based on an essay-writing 
contest that was distribut-
ed throughout participating 
schools in Bosnia. The par-
ticipants, Turkic told the au-
dience, were selected based 
on how much effort they 
put into answering the essay 
questions.

Cyberbullying was widely 
regarded as an unimport-
ant issue in Bosnia until re-
cently, said Nina Jovanovic, 
who assisted Turkic with the 
project. Jovanovic reported 
that some of the teachers of 
the children who modeled 
for Turkic’s anti-bullying 
campaign were unaware of 
what cyberbullying even was 
until they were informed by 
their students. She and Tur-
kic visited with numerous 
school principals across the 
country to discuss ways of 
combating it.

“If we want to influence 
[bullies] behavior, we have to 
do it more as a social structure 
than an educational one,” said 
Corinne Peek-Asa, the asso-
ciate dean for research at the 
Public Health College, who 
helped organize the event.

“It’s hard to recognize the 
victim because the victim 
hides or tries to be invisible,” 
Turkic said. “Many schools in 
many countries don’t have the 
mechanisms to protect this 

behavior and protect victims.”
The discussion with the 

audience included thoughts 
on the nature of bullying it-
self and how some school 
programs don’t put enough 
emphasis on squashing such 
behavior.

“There are some kids who 
are just mean, and they’re not 
in a system that discourages 
them strongly enough from 
getting power by being mean,” 
Peek-Asa told the audience.

The audience discussion 
also included a conversation 
about how to adapt strategies 
like Turkic’s so that younger 
students could understand 
them. Additionally, the au-
dience talked about the pos-
sibility of using influential 

anti-bullying advocates like 
Melania Trump to spread a 
message against online abuse 
on a global scale.

Peek-Asa met Jovanovic 
more than a decade ago 
through an international 
trauma-training program, 
and the two brainstormed 
ideas that merged art and 
public health, leading to Tur-
kic’s visit to the UI.

Turkic has had her artwork 
exhibited across the globe, 
including Vienna, Berlin, and 
Israel, and her cyberbullying 
gallery has been displayed 
across Bosnia.

“[Cyberbullying] is a ne-
glected topic,” Jovanovic said. 
“And we felt like it was import-
ant to address it.”

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Photographer Majda Turkic (center) answers a question during a presen-
tation in the College of Public Health on Wednesday. The college hosted a 
workshop on cyberbullying and social-media use internationally.

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Q performs during an Open Mic at the Yacht Club on Wednesday. The event, hosted by local comedian Noah Innis, allows local comics a venue in which 
to perform and test new material.

OPEN LAUGHTER

WYNN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

STUDY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

COPD
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

and ensuring survivors know 
they are believed, supported, 
and assisted,” UI President 
Bruce Harreld said in the 
release. “It is incongruous 
with the university’s values to 
maintain the Wynn name on 
our program and building.”

Private gifts help fund 
equipment, allow the insti-
tute to recruit new scientists 
and focus on eye diseases that 
other groups may consider 
too rare to pursue, according 
to the release. The 29 faculty 
members work collaboratively 
to develop treatments for all 
forms of genetic blindness.

“The Institute for Vision 
Research is conducting 
life-changing research that 

is critical to so many families 
suffering from inherited eye 
disease,” said Brooks Jack-
son, the UI vice president 
for Medical Affairs, in the 
release. “This decision rein-
forces our commitment to 
the long-term health of the 
institute in terms of faculty 
and staff recruitment and 
retention and future philan-
thropic support.”

Harreld said the UI re-

mains committed to this type 
of research and to finding 
cures for blindness.

“The University of Iowa 
has been conducting indus-
try-leading research and pro-
viding sight-saving patient 
care for 30 years,” Harreld 
said. “The name of the in-
stitute has changed, but our 
commitment to finding cures 
for hereditary blindness is 
unwavering.”

Currently, researchers are 
working on a mouse that was 
created with this genetic vari-
ant and gets the abnormal 
pattern with the airway treat-
ment. There is evidence that 
the mouse is more susceptible 
to COPD, Hoffman said.

“Together, these findings 
suggest  that variations in air-
way-tree development may 
contribute to the  COPD that 
we see later in life,” Ben Smith, 
an assistant professor of clini-
cal medicine at Columbia Uni-
versity, said in an email to The 
Daily Iowan.

“More research is needed to 
determine if COPD that is  as-
sociated with  airway  varia-
tion  has a different prognosis 

from COPD due to smoking, 
which may help target treat-
ment strategies,” he said.

There is a possibility that in-
dividuals with airway-branch 
patterns are reacting different-
ly to inhaled medications. They 
can be more or less susceptible 
to air pollution.

Researchers are exploring 
this using computation fluid 
dynamic modeling of  partic-
ulate deposition in the com-

mon airway branch variants, 
Smith said.

This study is important as it 
helps researchers identify indi-
viduals with risk of COPD by 
looking at their lung anatomy, 
said Alejandro Comellas, a UI 
clinical associate professor of 
internal medicine.

“Now that we have identified 
these variations, we can work 
to find interventions,” Comel-
las said.

there is still a large amount of 
salvageable tissue, then the 
patient can be treated. The 
physical examination checks 
for impaired movement and 
speech — if patients have ma-
jor impairments, then they 
qualify for the treatment.

Endovascular thrombec-
tomy, the treatment tested 
with the extended time pe-
riod in this study, involves 
running a tool through the 
veins to physically remove 
the clot, said Santiago Orte-
ga-Gutiérrez, leading physi-

cian and principal investiga-
tor for the study.

With some of the patients, 
Derdeyn said, their condi-
tion would improve immedi-
ately after treatment, which 
makes the work very reward-
ing for him.

For every two patients in 
this study, one was treated 
successfully and came out 
of it with little to no impair-
ment. This ratio is amazing 
compared with other treat-
ments, Ortega-Gutiérrez 
said, where the ratio is more 
like one to 20.

“They’ll come in unable to 
speak or move … then you 
get the clot out and they start 
talking and moving on the ta-

ble,” Derdeyn said. “I’ve never 
seen anything like it.”

The UI clinic was No. 1 in 
enrollment for this study, 
which Derdeyn, Ortega-Guti-
érrez, and Leira said was pos-
sible because of the network 
of community hospitals pro-
viding candidates. At the UI-
HC, 182 patients were treat-
ed, around 10 to 15 percent of 
the sample population.

“Iowa really participated 
in the advancement of the 
field, and we are very grate-
ful for all the patients who 
agreed to participate … ” Or-
tega-Gutiérrez said. “This is 
going to be a landmark study 
that is going to allow us to 
help thousands and thou-

sands of patients in the U.S.”
Along with other studies in 

this area, Derdeyn said, he’d 
like to focus on ways to help 
the brain recover and work 
with community hospitals 
to more quickly determine 
who should and shouldn’t get 
this treatment. That way, the 
patients won’t have to waste 
precious time being moved if 
they don’t need to.

“One of the next oppor-
tunities is helping patients 
stay in their community who 
should stay, and helping the 
right ones to come, and help-
ing to make sure that the peo-
ple who do need treatment 
get here as fast as they can,” 
he said.

Go to daily-iowan.com for more content.
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A special graduation for a dancer and survivor

The Get it Done series’ latest installment teaches the public how to compose a well-rounded argument.

BY ANDY MITCHELL
andrew-mitchell@uiowa.edu

A reimagining of sever-
al IMU meeting rooms was 
unveiled to the public in an 
open house Wednesday af-
ternoon. The changes were 
designed by students and 
administrators to honor dif-
ferent facets of the Univer-
sity of Iowa’s history.

For the IMU, the changes 
were mostly seen in the Big 
Ten meeting rooms on the 
second and third floors.

The renovations were a 
nine-month project to cele-
brate different aspects of the 
university. Each room was 
redecorated with theme art 
and presented with plaques 
describing their importance.

Cory Lockwood, the as-
sociate director for event 

services and facilities oper-
ations, said he had a partic-
ular affinity for the Home-
coming and Herky Rooms, 
which he said stems from 
his love of Iowa sports start-
ing when he was a child. 
Despite this, he said that he 
found it difficult to find a 
favorite.

“Each room has its unique 
thing,” Lockwood said. “It’s 
tough for me to pick a favor-
ite.”

The room Lockwood cov-
ered for the open house was 
based on the “47 things,” of 
which students are encour-
aged to partake in before 

graduating. The “47 things” 
was originally an initiative 
in 2008 and had faded for a 
while before being brought 
back into consciousness in 
the former Indiana Room.

The walls are decorated 
with unique art that Lock-
wood likened to graffiti and 
depict nearly all of the 47 
traditions and colorful as-
pects of university life, such 
as inviting family to town 
for family day and eating a 
turkey leg when tailgating 
outside Kinnick.

IMU Executive Director Bill 
Nelson said the IMU had an 
identity problem before the 

renovations, and the project 
addressed that issue. While 
their names were removed 
from the meeting rooms, the 
IMU still has a place to honor 
Big Ten schools.

“We still wanted to honor 
our Big Ten history,” Nelson 
said. “Which is why we kept 
the former Illinois Room as 
the Big Ten Theater. I think 
it’s an appropriate tribute to 
the Big Ten.”

The meeting rooms were 
not the only parts of the 
IMU to see renovations. 
The Iowa House Hotel is 
undergoing renovations, 
including its guest rooms 

and breakfast room.
Hotel general manager 

Amber McNeal said the ren-
ovations should be done by 
the fall, and she’s pleased 
with the results.

Outside the rooms, the ho-
tel’s hallways are decorated 
with handpicked retro photos.

“Each stroll down the hall 
is different for each guest,” 
McNeal said.

Nelson said the hallway 
design elicited a positive 
response from the visiting 
crowds he did not expect.

“There’s just a historical 
picture that we’ve been able to 
capture for people to enjoy,” 

Nelson said. “Perhaps an un-
intended positive consequence 
but it’s worked out well.”

Nelson said he liked the 
turnout for the open house. 
He called it a nice blend of 
new guests and some com-
mon friends.

Lockwood said when it 
comes to future renova-
tion projects, eyes are set 
on 2020, when the univer-
sity will be free of restric-
tions from its FEMA audit 
stemming from the 2008 
flood. Without the audit’s 
limitations, the IMU plans 
on redesigning parts of the 
ground floor.

New day for IMU meeting rooms with new names and artwork
The IMU unveils former Big Ten meeting-room renovations in an open house.

BY SARAH STORTZ
sarah-stortz@uiowa.edu

A few University of Iowa 
faculty members went into 
the nuts and bolts of compos-
ing a written opinion piece.

Director of the Ober-
mann Center for Advanced 
Studies Teresa Mangum 
and sociology Assistant Pro-
fessor Jessica Welburn led a 
workshop Wednesday after-
noon called “The Art of the 
Provocative Opinion Piece,” 
instructing the public on 
how to write an effective 
Op-Ed article.

The event, created by the 
Obermann Center, was a 
part of the Get It Done series, 
which was formed to encour-

age students to effectively get 
work done. 

Both women were involved 
with the Op-Ed Project, a na-
tionally touring workshop 
aiming to provide a plat-
form for underrepresented 
groups, particularly for wom-
en and people of color. 

Using the skills they 
learned at the workshop, 
the two professors wanted 
to share how Iowa City resi-
dents could write journalistic 
pieces for their local newspa-
per, regardless of the individ-
ual’s background. 

Jennifer New, associate di-
rector of the Obermann Cen-
ter, said she views the event 
as beneficial for several dif-
ferent types of people.

“I think all of us can im-
prove our skills in sharing 
our ideas with a public au-
dience,” New said. “By using 
newspaper to share our opin-
ions, this will give us great 
skill building on how to do 
that effectively.” 

Mangum said she believes 
it is important for experts 
in a particular field to con-
tribute opinions relevant to 
their interests. 

“What we learned is that 
whatever your specialization 
is, there are many oppor-
tunities where your special 
knowledge helps to offer an 
important perspective on 
something that is happen-
ing in the world,” she said. 
“Bringing in our expertise, 

we can see how our problems 
are multidimensional.”

Welburn was one of 20 UI 
faculty members who origi-
nally took the Op-Ed Project 
course at Iowa City, learning 
important aspects of sharing 
her voice adequately. 

“One thing I’ve found is 
that you don’t have to write 
about a topic that is direct-
ly connected to work or 
research that you do,” Wel-
burn said. “The connection 
can be loose.”

One of the first op-eds 
Welburn wrote for The Ga-
zette was focused on the sim-
ilarities between Ferguson, 
Missouri and Iowa in terms 
of issues centralized on Afri-
can-Americans. 

“I felt like I had enough 
background and knew of 
enough places to go get 
resources to write the op-
ed,” Welburn said. “I would 
describe that as something 
I’m loosely connected to, 
but I felt like I had enough 
information and enough 
of a perspective to write a 
short op-ed on the topic, so 
it can be anything that in-
spires you.”

History Professor Eliz-
abeth Heineman, an event 
attendee, said she has had ex-
perience where she needed to 
present her opinion in a cre-
ative manner while writing 
opinion articles.

“When I try to translate 
aspects of my scholarship or 

make my scholarship line up 
with current events, with this 
business of thinking, I think, 
‘How do I explain this to 
my aunt?’ ” Heineman said. 
“How could I make it conver-
sational or make it short and 
sweet? I do find that to be a 
creative process.”

Mangum said having more 
people contribute their input 
will increase the quality of fu-
ture op-eds. 

“In an opinion piece, 
what we hope is when 
[writers] see a problem, in-
stead of jumping to an im-
mediate decision, we want 
them to know how to do re-
search, [and] then make an 
informed decision,” Mang-
um said.

BY MARIA KUIPER
maria-kuiper@uiowa.edu

Dance Marathon’s Big 
Event is special for dancers 
and survivors, but one student 
happens to identify as both.

University of Iowa junior 
Melissa Trepa will “graduate” 
Feb. 3, which will be her third 
time dancing at Dance Mara-
thon’s Big Event as she cele-
brates five years of no cancer.

“When I watch her walk 
across the stage, I know that 
cap and gown will mean 
more than her beating can-
cer,” Trepa’s friend Taralynn 
Young said. “It will symbol-
ize all the time, energy, and 
passion she has put into im-
pacting the families and this 
organization as a whole.”

When she was 15, Trepa 
was diagnosed with Hod-
gkin’s lymphoma. She had 
Stage 2 bulky disease — a 
tumor in her neck and chest. 
She went through five blood 
transfusions, five surgeries 
and biopsies, six rounds of 
chemo, and three months of 
radiation. In October 2017, 
Trepa passed the five-year 

anniversary for the remis-
sion of her cancer.

Since Trepa has seen both 
sides of the experience, she 
perceives Dance Marathon 
differently from most.

“The spirit and sense of 
community is indescrib-
able,” she said. “It’s like Dis-
ney, only for children bat-
tling cancer. I like how proud 
and happy everyone is and 
the emotion of graduation, 
people cutting their hair, 
hearing the kids we lost, the 
families who speak every 
hour, the crazy dancing for 
24 hours. It’s like a big cele-
bration of life and for those 
who are no longer with us.”

As well as raising money 
for the kids, this year, Trepa 
gets to experience the Big 
Event as a survivor when she 
walks across the stage as a 
“graduate” from cancer.

“The graduation is a cel-
ebration that your cancer 
hasn’t relapsed and the likeli-
hood of a continued recovery 
is strong,” she said.

Trepa said she is thankful 
for the organization.

“The organization re-

minds me of my experience 
and that of my friends and 
how precious and perfect 
life is, even in the struggle of 
the day-to-day,” she said. “It 
helps remind me how grate-
ful I am to be here and keeps 
me grounded in what mat-
ters most in life.”

One of those friends is 
Young, a UI senior who met 
Trepa through Dance Mar-
athon. Young was a family 
representative for Trepa 
and has worked with her on 
Dance Marathon since.

Young knew Trepa wanted 
to give back by supporting fam-
ilies, dancers, and leadership 
members in the organization.

“Melissa was a bright 
light of positivity, encour-
agement, and hope on the 
leadership team last year 
and truly made my first year 
on leadership memorable,” 
Young said.

Young said Trepa has been 
her motivation for continu-
ing Dance Marathon.

“Through meeting Melis-
sa, I have definitely found 
my ‘why’ for why I dance and 
why I continue to be involved 

in Dance Marathon,” she 
said. “In my mind, Melissa 
truly embodies the phrase 
‘one generation fighting for 
the next.’ ”

Another member of Dance 
Marathon who has seen the 

light and positivity Trepa 
emits is UI senior Maddy 
Woodfine, the event director. 
Woodfine, who has been in-
volved with Dance Marathon 
the entire time she has been 
a student at the university, 

said Trepa is inspirational.
“It’s crazy how she can bal-

ance so many things,” Wood-
fine said. “It’s incredible how 
she’s been through it and 
then is giving back to other 
families.”

Workshop teaches craft of controversy in fashioning opinions

Melissa Trepa will celebrate five years of being cancer-free as she dances at her third Dance Marathon.

DANCE MARATHON 24

Matthew Finley/The Daily Iowan
UI junior Melissa Trepa poses for a portrait in front of the Stead Family Children’s Hospital on Wednesday. Trepa, 
a survivor of Hodgkin’s lymphoma, celebrated her fifth year in remission this past October. She will participate 
in the UI Dance Marathon for the third year in a row this weekend.
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EDITORIAL POLICYSTAFF

On Tuesday, the state Sen-
ate proposed another mid-
year budget cut of more than 
$8.7 million in funding to 
the UI. This comes after last 
year’s significant funding 
decrease, meaning funding 
for higher education has be-
come the state’s scapegoat in 

balancing the budget. This is 
unacceptable.

The proposed budget cuts, 
coupled with the state rank-
ing last in the nation for need-
based financial-aid, exemplifies 
a clear lack of care for higher 
education. Iowa legislators fail 
to consider the lasting effects of 
continual budget cuts.

The state’s population 
growth has fallen far behind 
the growth of the United States 
as a whole. That increase was 
only 12.8 percent from 1950 to 
2009; the U.S. population has 
increased by 50.4 percent in 
the same time.

In Iowa, there are more 
births than deaths, which 

means people are born here, 
but at some point decide to 
leave. Ultimately, this hurts 
the state. The fewer people 
who live here, the less mon-
ey in taxes is collected, which 
means less funding to allocate 
to higher education. In order 
to fix this problem, the state 
needs to work on initiatives 
that lure people here.

There are existing scholar-
ships and financial aid given to 
some undergraduate students 
who pledge to stay in Iowa for 
a certain amount of time after 
they graduate. Despite these 
efforts, Iowa has still seen a 
net loss of people moving out 
of the state — 52,000 people 

from 2000 to 2009. In order to 
get Iowa’s population growth 
back on track, the Legislature 
must allocate funding to high-
er education and initiatives 
that encourage students to 
stay in state after graduation.

Iowa’s higher education is 
an investment, an investment 
that Iowa desperately needs. If 
cuts to higher education con-
tinue to occur, the state Board 
of Regents will have no choice 
but to raise tuition for both 
in-state and out-of-state stu-
dents. If tuition is raised, this 
could deter potential students 
from choosing the UI. For 
every student who does not 
choose Iowa, the state misses 

out on potentially growing its 
population and state income.

Worse, if legislators con-
tinue to cut funding to the 
UI, instead of being able to 
implement strategic plans 
to boost academia, the uni-
versity will have to raise tui-
tion just to provide students 
with the same product. The 
UI cannot improve its aca-
demics if legislators cut sig-
nificant amounts of funding. 
Regent Executive Director 
Mark Braun said, “The pro-
posed cuts will impact the 
quality of our education.”

The state of Iowa needs the 
UI to propel its population, 
and therefore its economy, 

forward. Cutting funding to 
the state’s higher education 
will do the opposite.

It is clear that if Iowa 
continues to treat higher 
education as a scapegoat to 
balance the budget, academ-
ics will suffer. This in turn 
means that fewer people will 
be attracted to attending 
the UI, which means few-
er people will move to Iowa 
for jobs. This cycle has been 
going on for far too long. If 
the proposed budget passes, 
Iowa legislators continue 
the cycle. In order to change, 
legislators must invest in its 
citizens, invest in its future, 
and invest in the UI.

COLUMN

The Iowa Legislature proposes an $8.7 million budget cut, which jeopardizes the UI’s plan to improve academics.

BY LUCEE LAURSEN
lucee-laursen@uiowa.edu
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Legislature proposes malicious budget cuts

Let’s be honest, just about 
everyone loves Oprah Winfrey. 
She is an incredibly motiva-
tional, successful, and inspi-
rational person. She deserves 
every bit of praise she gets 
from her followers and fans, 
but there is a large difference 
between an overall amazing 
person and a good politician.

After Oprah made anoth-
er amazing speech at 2018’s 
Golden Globes, many peo-
ple felt the celebrity activist 
should run for the presidency 
in 2020. People seem to have 
clouded their judgment in 
this sentiment. Democrats in 
particular seem to have com-
pletely forgotten their reasons 
for why they don’t like Trump.

Among many reasons a lot 
of people don’t like the cur-

rent president is because he 
had no political experience. 
But it seems as though the 
same people have no problem 
voting for Winfrey.

Oprah has recently said she 
actually doesn’t want to run 
for president in 2020. Regard-
less, all month since the Golden 
Globes, people have been spec-
ulating, what if she did run?

I think that Oprah is just a 
Democratic version of Trump. 
Meaning she has most if not 
all the ideals that represent the 
Democratic Party but lacks the 
actual political experience to 
be the leader of this country.

The hypocrisy of the situa-
tion is almost baffling; people 
can’t seem to see how similar 
the two are. Obviously, I mean 
strictly from a standpoint 
of political experience. One 
merely needs to watch one vid-
eo of both Oprah and Trump to 
see how their ideals and ethics 
differ vastly from one another, 
but that does not mean that 
Oprah is any more of an ade-
quate political figure.

And that goes for all po-
tential celebrity candidates 
with no backgrounds in pol-
itics. Oprah is not the first 

and probably not the last ce-
lebrity who has been teased 
to run for president. While 
Winfrey was asked to run for 
president and then declined, 
some actors have openly 
expressed their interest in 
campaigning. People such as 
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson, 
Kanye West, and Kevin Hart 
are just to name a few.

It’s all fun and games when 
it’s just a joke or something 
that people speculate on. But 
we have to remember that 
sometimes satire can lead to 
dangerous realities. People 
in this great country have al-
ready proven how unreliable 
they can be when it comes 
to voting. This past election 
when I interviewed people on 
whom they voted for, I had 
several who said “they voted 
for themselves.”

And let’s not forget the ru-
mor about Harambe receiv-
ing 15,000 votes. Thankfully, 
this number of people actual-
ly voting for the deceased go-
rilla was proved to be a rumor, 
but some did in fact write his 
name in on the ballot.

Not only do we have 
people like this, but some 

people merely go and vote 
without even bothering to 
look into the campaigns of 
the candidates, which is 
just as bad. Even back when 
Obama was elected, I spoke 
with many people who stat-
ed they voted for him just 
because he was black. They 
did this without even look-
ing into any of his political 
goals and could not even tell 

me what a single one was.
That’s when it become scary 

with putting celebrities into 
the mix, people like this in the 
spotlight can lead to people to 
vote for them simply because 
they know who that person 
is. This has been proven on 
the scientific level with the 
Mere Exposure Effect, which 
shows that the more people 
see the something, the more 

likely they are to like it.
The fact is, I don’t think 

Oprah couldn’t win the 
2020 presidential election if 
she tried. I am actually more 
scared that she would win. I 
think Oprah understands 
that there is more to politics 
than fancy speeches, and I 
hope those who want her to 
run for president come to 
see that, too.   

COLUMN

With the rise of potential celebrity presidential candidates, we begin to see people speculating whether certain celebrities 
would make good presidents, but America’s president should have a political background and experience.

BY WYLLIAM SMITH 
wylliam-smith@uiowa.edu

Why Oprah shouldn’t run for president

We the people of these 
United States are becoming 
inexcusably desensitized to 
traumatic and horrific events 
that occur in our world. This 
desensitization sparks a re-
sponse of indifferent numb-
ness in people that accept vi-
olence as a practical, normal 
occurrence. Violence, espe-
cially gun violence, can be pre-
vented. If such violence can 

be prevented, we should take 
small actions to prevent it.

Media cultivation, as Pur-
due Professor Glenn G. Sparks 
explains in his textbook Media 
Effects Research, is a theory 
that describes “the cultivation 
of attitudes, which is, after all, 
another way of talking about 
attitude change. According to 
[George] Gerbner, the cultiva-
tion theory is gradual and cu-
mulative … the world of media 
entertainment presents a par-
ticular view of social reality.”

Media entertainment these 
days overwhelmingly includes 
violence-related content be-
cause heinous events capture 
the attention of an audience. 
However, consistent news cov-
erage of negative, violence-re-
lated content, causes people to 

expect to hear about unrelent-
ing violence. This expectation 
leads the public perception of 
the world as “mean” and other-
wise malevolent and corrupt.

Viewing the world as mean 
and inherently scary stems 
from the concept of mean-
world syndrome. Mean-world 
syndrome was coined from 
cultivation theory as a phenom-
enon by Gerbner; his studies of 
content analysis and surveys 
showed that heavy viewing of 
violent content on TV causes 
viewers to absorb perceptions 
of danger, mistrust, and mean-
ness in the world. When people 
see countless headlines flash 
across their TVs, computers, 
phones, and email, they get a 
sense that the world is an aw-
fully brutal place with virtually 

no benevolence or morality left. 
They conclude that these kinds 
of things happen unjustifiably 
on a regular basis, which thus 
leads to acceptance of the world 
and our respective communi-
ties as hopelessly violent.

This acceptance is in part 
due to consumer ideology of 
the third-person effect. UI Pro-
fessor Rachel Young says this 
concept “is almost like a surviv-
al instinct … for us to distance 
ourselves. This can be a way in 
which we become desensitized 
to violent-related content.” This 
mentality has excused people 
from being active, engaged au-
dience members of news cover-
age and world problems.

Acceptance of consistent 
violence appearing in the me-
dia or news has led people to 

become numb to the reporting 
of violence because they see 
it so often — it’s as natural as 
the sun rising each morning. 
Young says, “Mass shootings 
aren’t catching our attention 
anymore because it seems 
normal …if you see coverage 
of a shooting every day, you 
become numb to it because it 
happens so frequently.” This 
numbness cannot be tolerated. 
We should not submissively 
accept this horrific violence 
that plagues our communities.

If we continue to let the me-
dia cultivate our behavioral 
responses to be indifferent to 
traumatic events that should 
require active, engaged, and 
reflective thought about what 
can be done to prevent events 
like this from happening again, 

we will lose what vitally makes 
us human — our ability to 
connect to others and em-
pathize with them to create 
change. Just last week, the 
Gun Violence Archive report-
ed a mass school shooting in 
Kentucky that killed two peo-
ple and left 18 others injured. 
But nobody was talking about 
these victims. There was no 
real reflective process be-
tween community members 
about what can be done to 
fix a cycle of violence that has 
terrorized the children in our 
schools because to everyone, 
it was just another day.

Don’t let it be just anoth-
er day. Create a discussion, 
and end ignorance towards 
violence in our communi-
ties starting today.

COLUMN

People are indifferent to violence in the world because of consistent, prevailing news coverage of violent-related content. This 
indifference has led to a passive ignorance toward societal issues.

BY NICHOLE SHAW
nichole-shaw@uiowa.edu

We’re numb to violence, and we should talk about it

Allen J. Schaben/Los Angeles Times/TNS
Oprah Winfrey stands backstage at the 75th-Annual Golden Globes at the Beverly Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills, California, 
on Jan. 7. Winfrey said she is not running for president.
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STUDENTS

time … He’s someone that I’ve 
learned a lot from watching 
and wrestling. He’s a great 
guy to have on the team.”

Sorensen has embodied 
the Iowa mentality. Brands 
often refers to his senior as 
someone who puts his head 

down and works. This has led 
the Cedar Falls native to 31 
major decisions, 12 tech falls, 
and 21 pins so far in his Iowa 
career.

“He’s very diverse in 
what he can do out there,” 
Brands said. “He’s got a mo-
tor. He’s very disciplined. 
He speaks very softly, and 
he carries a big stick. He’s 
a true Hawkeye. For years, 
he’s given everything with 

very little downtime, if any.
“And you look at it more 

importantly, not one ounce 
of drama. Not one ounce of 
alcohol violations or anything 
where it was conduct-related. 
All loyalty. All loyalty to the 
cause and a true leader by ex-
ample.”

Sorensen’s final match in 
front of the home crowd will 
be against Northwestern’s 
fifth-ranked Ryan Deakin, a 

fitting close for the Iowa wres-
tler who never turned down a 
challenge. In last year’s meet-
ing, Sorensen won a 12-4 ma-
jor decision.

“[Sorensen’s] a lunch-pail 
guy; he doesn't need a new 
facility,” Brands said at Iowa 
wrestling’s media day in Oc-
tober. “All he needs is a mat 
and a little bit of heat with a 
roof over his head, and he'll be 
just fine.”

SORENSEN
CONTINUED FROM 6A

ing on to this week now, and 
we have another task at hand 
this week with two games — 
[at Michigan State and home 
vs. Minnesota] — two very 
important games, as they all 
are right now. Now you’re 
looking at every game as very 
important for the end-of-the-
year results.”

Currently at 4-5 in confer-
ence play, Iowa is in a three-
way tie for the eighth spot in 
the rankings with Michigan 
State and Penn State.

With seven conference 
games left, it’s vital that the 

Hawkeyes protect home 
court and secure a few away 
games to keep them in the 
NCAA Tournament conver-
sation.

Charlie Crème of ESPN 
said Iowa is a No. 9 seed in 
the Midwest Region, mean-
ing it will most likely be 
matched up with perennial 
powerhouse Notre Dame in 
the Round of 32 if it can get 
past the first round.

Of the Hawkeyes’ seven 
remaining opponents, only 
Rutgers is projected to earn 
a berth in the Round of 64, 
which implies there’s no rea-
son Bluder’s team should lose 
more than one, if any, during 
this stretch.

“Every time you get a win in 

the Big Ten, it’s huge, not only 
for your RPI but your résumé 
for the selection committee," 
Bluder said. "I think these 
last seven games and how we 
perform in the Big Ten Tour-
nament are really important 
no matter what postseason 
tournament we are in."

The Spartans are coming 
off a 78-62 loss at Ohio State, 
and they have suffered defeat 
in four of their last six games.

Michigan State does not 
have any superstars on the 
roster, but it’s one of the 
most balanced squads in the 
Big Ten scoring-wise; seven 
Spartans average more than 
6.8 points a game.

“They have a lot of depth,” 
Bluder said. “Especially a lot 

of depth at the inside po-
sition and center position. 
Their guard play has been 
hampered because of injury, 
and that was a big part of 
their game. Now they’re both 
back, and that makes a very 
big difference for this team.”

Spartan guard Shay Col-
ley — Michigan State’s 
leading scorer in confer-
ence play — has been out 
the past few games with a 
knee injury, and her status 
is still unknown, Bluder 
said.

Following the Hawkeyes’ 
matchup in East Lansing, they 
will head back to Carver for a 
Feb. 4 rematch with Minneso-
ta, which beat Iowa, 77-72, in 
Minneapolis on Jan. 21.

BBALL
CONTINUED FROM 6A

High School: Bettendorf 
247 Ranking: 4-stars 
No. 47 player in Class of 2019

Inside Scoop: Carton was 
one of the biggest breakout 
stars on last summer’s AAU 
circuit playing for his non-
shoe sponsored club team, 
Quad City Elite. A relatively 
unknown mid-major pros-
pect around this time last 
year, high-major programs 
have been chomping at the 
bit to get this electrifying 
guard on campus. In addi-
tion to Iowa, Carton also 
has offers from Wisconsin, 
Creighton, Illinois, and 
Ohio State, among others, 
but it’s only a matter of 
time until the bluebloods 
start to get involved.

Carton is as quiet as they 
come when it comes to his 
recruiting. From what I’ve 
heard, I think Iowa is in 
pretty good position, but a 
lot can change from now un-
til the day he commits, which 
should be in the spring of 
next year. Jordan Bohannon 
will be a senior if (when) Car-
ton comes in as a freshman, 
so it’ll be vital for Iowa to get 
a second point guard option 
when Bohannon’s time con-
cludes.

Trayce Jackson-Davis
Power Forward
Height/Weight: 6-8, 210 
pounds 
High School: Center Grove 
(Greenwood, Indiana) 
247 Ranking: 4-stars, 
No. 30 player in Class of 2019

Inside Scoop: Much like 
Carton, Jackson-Davis has 
become one of the more 
sought-after recruits in 
the Midwest over the past 
months dating back to the 
summer. He and Patrick 
McCaffery have a good rela-
tionship with each other off 
the court, but other premier 
programs such as UCLA, In-
diana, and Michigan State 
seem to have gained the edge 
recently.

Though Iowa has a chance 
with Jackson-Davis, I have a 
hard time seeing him leav-
ing the Hoosier State.

Michael Moreno
Small Forward
Height/Weight: 6-6, 195 
pounds 
High School: Scott County 
(Georgetown, Kentucky) 
247 Ranking: 3-stars, 
No. 207 player in Class of 2019

Inside Scoop: Not as 
high-profile as some of these 
other guys, Moreno can still 
ball and is better than his 
ranking. In addition to Io-
wa, Ohio State is Moreno’s 
only other Power 5 offer. A 
week ago, Moreno told the 
DI that the three schools who 
have been in the most con-
tact with him are Ohio State, 
Miami (Ohio), and Northern 
Kentucky. He said Iowa still 
keeps in touch but hasn’t been 
consistent with checking in, 
which could mean the coach-
ing staff is recruiting other 
players at Moreno’s position.

Jeremiah Robinson-Earl 
Height/Weight: 6-9, 220 pounds 
High School: Bishop Miege 
(Mission, Kansas) 
247 Ranking: 5-stars, 
No. 24 player in Class of 2019

Inside Scoop: Robin-
son-Earl visited Iowa City in 
the summer and really liked 
what he saw. “I have a great 
relationship with the staff, 
and Coach [Fran] McCaffery 
has shown me how I would 
fit right into their style of 
play,” Robinson-Earl told 
AllHawkeyes in September. 
Like Jackson-Davis, Robin-
son-Earl has started to get 
on the blueblood’s radar, as 
Kansas, North Carolina, and 
UCLA, among others, have of-
fered. Robinson-Earl’s father, 
Lester, played three years at 
Kansas, which seem to be the 
early favorite at this point.

Tyreke Locure 
Height/Weight: 5-10, 170 
pounds 
High School: Des Moines 
North 
247 Ranking: N/A

Inside Scoop: Locure al-
most feels like a backup plan 
for Iowa. If the Hawkeyes ar-
en’t able to land Carton, Lo-
cure would be reasonable op-
tion B. Though he only holds 
offers from North Dakota 
and Drake, Locure has started 
to gain recent interest from 
high-major programs such as 
Creighton and Iowa State.

RECRUITING
CONTINUED FROM 6A

Swimmers, divers push for big meets
Iowa is preparing for the biggest part of its season by fine-tuning the details before the Big Ten Championships.
BY ANNA KAYSER
anna-kayser@uiowa.edu

With the Big Ten Champi-
onship meet on the horizon, 
both swimmers and divers 
are sharpening their respec-
tive skills to compete with 
some of the best teams in the 
nation.

If the Big Tens were to-
morrow, three teams would 
come from the top 25 on the 
men’s side. Michigan tops 
everyone at No. 7, followed 
by Ohio State at No. 16, and 
Minnesota at No. 24.

Iowa faced Ohio State at 
the Shamrock Invitation-

al Jan. 26-27. The Buckeyes 
emerged from the meet with 
a second-place finish, with 
Iowa trailing by a wide mar-
gin in third.

Despite the result, the ex-
perience gained in the com-
petition was bigger than a 
win as the squad eyes the 
championship season.

“Some of the teams suited 
up, which means they’re go-
ing all out with the special 
suits and stuff, and we didn’t 
do that, so it gave us some 
confidence to race against 
that,” head coach Marc Long 
said. “Ultimately, it’s just 
racing against talented peo-

ple who are on some great 
teams.”

The focus now is on 
fine-tuning the details that 
could be the difference be-
tween touching in first or 
second.

Both the mindset — stay-
ing loose, getting enough 
sleep — as well as technical 
details such as starts, turns, 
and physical shape all go into 
training for the champion-
ship season.

A big strength for the 
Hawkeye squad that has been 
a focus almost all season is 
the team itself.

“They’ve been able to come 

together, work hard, and 
they’ve raised the bar, really, 
on both sides,” Long said. “I 
think if you’re going to face 
one of us, you have to face all 
of us.”

That team mentality goes 
a long way in pushing each 
other through the long sea-
son and into the pool for the 
Big Tens and, potentially, the 
NCAAs.

“We’re just really hungry,” 
sophomore Joe Myhre said. 
“I feel like we’ve been having 
a pretty good vibe going this 
entire season just driving 
forward, and we want to keep 
that going.”

In the rankings on the 
women’s side, Michigan 
comes in at No. 2. Ohio State 
follows at No. 11, with Minne-
sota and Wisconsin coming 
in at No. 18 and No. 19.

For the divers, the latter 
half of the season has been 
their most productive, rais-
ing the level of confidence 
going into the most import-
ant months of the season.

“As far as what we’re not 
prepared for, I would like to 
work them a little harder so 
we can enjoy a little more of 
a taper,” diving coach Todd 
Waikel said. “I think we’ve 
got a lot more diving in 

us and I think if we play it 
right, we’ll get even more of 
a bounce out of it. But we’re 
ready to go."

It isn’t so much about 
fine-tuning the details in the 
diving well, but doing what 
needs to be done ahead of 
time so the conference meet 
becomes smoother.

While the team is pre-
pared for the training and 
the championship season, 
that doesn’t mean they won’t 
cherish the time they get to 
prepare.

"I’m glad Big Tens ar-
en’t tomorrow, by the way,” 
Waikel said.



BY SEAN BOCK
sean-bock@uiowa.edu

After starting off the season strong at 14-1, 
the Iowa women’s basketball team hasn’t been 
at its best recently, dropping five of its last sev-
en contests.

A few games before the woes ensued, start-
ing point guard Tania Davis tore her ACL 
against Northern Iowa on Dec. 17. Since then, 
the Hawkeyes haven’t been able to find con-
sistency outside of Megan Gustafson, who has 

scored 20-plus points in every outing this win-
ter.

The latest edition of Iowa’s recent struggles 
hit on Sunday — three days after the upset vic-
tory over Ohio State — when Nebraska came 
into Carver-Hawkeye and completely rolled 
over Iowa on its home floor in front of the larg-
est home crowd this season.

“Last week was obviously a roller coaster," 
head coach Lisa Bluder said. “But we’re mov-

SEE BBALL, 5A

Crunch time arrives 
for Hawkeyes hoops

Sorensen, the Rock 
of Gibralter

With postseason play looming, the Hawkeyes will need to win out 
if they want to earn themselves a spot in the NCAA Tournament. 

Brandon Sorensen will make his final appearance in Carver-Hawkeye on 
Sunday and his journey has been special.

BY JAMES GEERDES
james-geerdes@uiowa.edu

It’s always business when it comes to Iowa’s 
lone senior in the lineup, Brandon Sorensen.

When asked about his first match in the black 
and gold singlet, he smiles, but only for an instant 
before explaining his takeaways from his win.

“I was almost a little too hyped, I guess you 
could say,” he said. “That’s one thing that I really 
have to focus on: staying calm and relaxed. I look 
back at that match, and I had a 6-point lead. I end-
ed up winning 7-6 or something like that.”

That was four years ago. Feb. 4 will mark So-
rensen’s final appearance in Carver-Hawkeye on 
the team’s Senior Night.

Sorensen, along with Phillip Laux and Logan 
McQuillen, make up Iowa’s three seniors in the 

wrestling room. But Sorensen has always been the 
standout. As Iowa’s only competing senior, he has 
emerged as a leader on the team through his work 
ethic and performances.

Since his first match as a Hawkeye, Sorensen 
has quietly piled up accolades.

He placed fourth at the NCAA Championship 
his freshman year. The next season, he finished 
second at the NCAAs. His junior season, he fin-
ished third.

He’s a three-time All-American and a three-time 
Midlands Champion, and he boasts an overall re-
cord of 116-13.

Sorensen has preached calmness and not let-
ting the stage get to him. His work-oriented de-
meanor is a tribute to who he is as a wrestler, said 
head coach Tom Brands.

The 149-pounder has been a rock in the middle 

of Iowa’s lineup his past four seasons. He makes 
up a back-to-back punch with teammate Michael 
Kemerer, who wrestles at 157. The pair has a com-
bined 21-0 record this season.

“[Sorensen and Kemerer] are the leaders be-
cause of their credentials, and they bring the same 
kind of life into that room that everybody else 
does,” Brands said. “They might have a little bit of 
a different method, but they bring that same life.” 

The senior’s method may be quieter than his 
counterparts, but his credentials don’t lie.

“[Sorensen’s] a super consistent wrestler,” Ke-
merer said. “He’s the same guy every time he steps 
in the room, the same guy every time he steps on 
the mat for competition. Just that consistency. 
He has that high standard, and he holds it all the 

David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Brandon Sorensen wrestles North Dakota State’s Kyle Gliva on Nov. 17, 2017. Sorensen defeated Gliva, 11-3.

Iowa men's 
basketball 
targets watch 
list of players
There is plenty of excitement 
circulating some of Iowa’s 
targets in the 2019 hoops 
recruiting class. Where do 
the Hawkeyes stand in these 
highly touted prospects’ 
recruitment?

BY SEAN BOCK
sean-bock@uiowa.edu 

With the 2018 recruiting class intact, it’s time 
to shift focus to 2019. Head coach Fran McCaffery 
has gained the services of his son, Patrick, who is 

the highest-ranked prospect in Io-
wa basketball history.

Can McCaffery and the rest of the 
coaching staff use Patrick’s commit-
ment as momentum to land a few 
more recruits in the 2019 class?

There are plenty of talented 
high-school players out there who 
have heard from Iowa. But who are 
the ones Hawkeye fans should pay 

attention to as the high-school season hits its final 
months and AAU season starts back up again?

DJ Carton 
Guard
Height/Weight: 6-1, 180 pounds 

SEE RECRUITING, 5A

Chris Kalous/The Daily Iowan
Iowa forward Hannah Stewart shoots against Nebraska in Carver-Hawkeye on Sunday. The Cornhuskers defeated the 
Hawkeyes, 92-74.

HAWKEYE UPDATES

STAT OF THE DAY

57points

Iowa scored 57 second-half 
points against Minnesota on 
Tuesday. The last time Iowa 
scored 57 or more in the second 
half was on March 4, 1990.
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“He’s a lunch-pail 
guy; he doesn’t need 
a new facility. All he 
needs is a mat and a 
little bit of heat with 
a roof over his head, 
and he’ll be just fine.

 

— Iowa 
wrestling 

coach Tom 
Brands on 

Brandon 
Sorensen

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

McCaffery

Football recruits closer to 
decision

Football season might be over, 
but the grind never stops. Iowa 
has received some good news 
and some bad news in terms of 
recruiting.

The good news: Iowa made the 
cut of 2018 three-star linebacker 
Jayden McDonald’s final four 
schools, along with Purdue, Kansas 
State, and Ole Miss.

The bad news: 2019 defensive 
back Larry Tracy de-committed 
from the Hawkeyes.

McDonald would be Iowa’s 21st 
commitment in the 2018 class, 
while Tracy’s departure leaves 
the Hawkeyes with just three 2019 
commitments.

McDonald visited Iowa City 
recently, and he is set to make his 
commitment on Feb. 5.

 

Bluder nabs First Lady 
Award

Iowa women’s basketball coach 
Lisa Bluder is being honored at 

the Iowa Girls’ 
State Basketball 
Tournament on 
March 3 for being 
the recipient of 
the First Lady 
Award.

According 
to a release, 
the award is 

given “to a daughter of Iowa — 
recognizing the million girls of the 
commonwealth who have carried 
the tradition and training of a sport 
into varied and important careers 
— and for singularly illustrious 
and most memorable accomplish-
ments.”

“I consider this one of the 
top honors that I could possibly 
receive,” Bluder said in a release. 
“Being an ‘Iowa Girl’ has always 
been special to me. I am so thankful 
that I grew up in a state with such 
a rich tradition of offering girls 
opportunities to compete in sport.”

Bluder, who picked up her 700th 
win earlier this season, will lead the 
Hawkeyes against Michigan State 
tonight as they try to avoid sliding 
into a two-game skid.

Bluder

SEE SORENSEN, 5A

Dear Twitter users,
This isn’t about Iowa sports. This 

isn’t about athletes or our shifty 
Athletics Department. This is about 
you.

Twitter provides a medium to 
express ideas and share stories, 
and I am a proud user of the social 
media. But I am not proud to see it 
used so recklessly by people tweet-
ing at student-athletes.

Iowa athletes are students, and 
most importantly, they’re people. 
It’s sad to say that small numbers 
of social-media users have turned 
these people into targets.

The stress already put on ath-
letes is tremendous. The story of 
Washington State’s Tyler Hilinski’s 
recent suicide rings in my ears as I 
scroll through tweet after tweet of 
athlete hate.

If you are willing to throw 18- to 
22-year-olds under the bus for an 
untimely mistake or a loss, then 
go even further to hide behind a 
screen, then you are shallow and 
selfish, and you don’t deserve the 
privilege of the Internet.

— James Geerdes



Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@TheDailyIowan

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar
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The weekend in arts & entertainment

 

The Theater Department gives its take on the play By the Way, Meet Vera Stark, which examines 
discrimination in Hollywood.

Over the span of 70 years, a once-budding actress experiences the 
movie business shifting its outlook on marginalized groups and dis-
covering, or ignoring, what it still needs to improve upon.

The University of Iowa Theater Department will present its first 
Mainstage show of the semester, By the Way, Meet Vera Stark, which 

poses the question, what does it mean to compromise one’s personal 
values in order to become a successful star?

Vera Stark is an ambitious black woman living in the early 20th 
century, determined to break out of her role as a maid and follow 
her dreams of becoming a famous actress. On her journey, Stark be-
comes intertwined with Gloria Mitchell, a white woman working in 
Hollywood, in a film project. Their relationship directs them through 
the complex dynamics of Hollywood and the industry’s view of Afri-
can Americans.

Director Tlaloc Rivas has a long history with the play — he 
directed the first stage reading in New York in 2009.  Ri-

vas cited himself as a longtime fan of the playwright, 
Lynn Nottage.

“I’m attracted to plays that have something to 
say about the world in some way, and that is an 

examination and reflection about the complex 
relationships between race and Hollywood,” 

Rivas said. “Certainly, the conversations are 
happening now with #OscarsSoWhite and 
the #MeToo movement.”

The play has three distinct tones through-
out the three acts, with the first operating 
like an exaggerated screwball comedy, the 
second act taking place on a talk show in the 
’70s, and the third act set in a discussion panel 

during the early 2000s.
Compared with more contemporary pieces, Ri-

vas found it difficult to work with the comedy in 
the script, because the show has an old-fashioned 

approach to its jokes.
“The comedy was really hard because of the 

timing,” Rivas said. “The screwball comedies of 
the ’30s and ’40s were really dynamic. They were 
so full of dialogue, and it has that quality of being 
very fast and dense.”

Randryck Lewis, an M.F.A. candidate in acting, 

BY SARAH STORTZ | sarah-stortz@uiowa.edu

DESIGN BY ALLIE WILKERSONPHOTO BY DAVID HARMANTAS

When: Feb. 1-10, 8 p.m. Wednesday-Saturday;

2 p.m. Sunday

Where: Theater Building David Thayer Theater

Cost: $5-$20

Event Info

SEE COLOR, 3B
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SUNDAY, 3 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS

THURSDAY, 10 P.M., GABES

BILLY CHILDS QUARTET

Album of the Week:  On Jan. 21, The Graduate 
soundtrack turned 50 years old. In April, Simon and 
Garfunkel’s album Bookends will turn 50. The album 
followed the release of The Graduate, rated the 83rd best 
movie of all time on IMDb’s website.

 The movie soundtrack is mostly Simon and 
Garfunkel hits. The Graduate was released on Dec. 22, 
1987. Bookends was then released on April 3, 1968. 
The album includes the popular “Mrs. Robinson,” which 
became the anthem for “The Graduate,” because one of 
the main characters is named “Mrs. Robinson,” and Simon 
wrote the song for the movie. The last 10 minutes of the movie or so have the song 
playing as the audience roots for the main character, Ben, to get the girl. 

 The duo’s biggest hit, “The Sounds of Silence,” which was released in 1964 and opens 
the film, was voted the best Simon and Garfunkel song ever in a Rolling Stone Readers’ 
Poll in 2014. The tune is more melancholy than “Mrs. Robinson” but conveys more 
emotion, describing depression and loneliness. However, the song is still played today, 
which shows listeners’ ability to relate to it is timeless.

 London Fields follows Sam Young arriving in London with 
a heart full of self-pity and failure. A failed American writer, 
dying of a terminal illness, Sam believes he has nothing to 
lose. While finding his way in the streets of London, he comes 
across people from all corners of emotional and physical 
states of life.
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Jane Austen’s Emma tells the story of Emma Woodhouse, 
a beautiful 20-year-old who believes she will never marry. 
Set in the early 1800s, Emma lives with her widower father 
and governess in the English countryside. When her dear 
governess leaves to get married, Emma can’t help but feel 
a twinge of jealously and pride, because she matched 
the lovely pair. Once the wedding bells stop ringing, 
Emma decides it was time to match her dear Harriet 
and a man called Mr. Knightly. Throughout the novel, 
feelings develop, and the matchmaking game becomes a 
dangerous one to play.

2B 80 HOURS

WEEKEND EVENTS

TODAY 2.01

FRIDAY 2.02

SATURDAY 2.03

The Shape of Water 
is a fantasy film set in 
Baltimore in 1962. A 
mute custodian, Elisa 
(Sally Hawkins) works at a 
high-security government 
facility during the Cold 
War. Her only friends are a 
failing illustrator (Richard 
Jenkins) and an interpreter 
(Octavia Spencer). Elisa 
discovers an unknown 
South American creature 
in a water tank. She quickly develops a rapport with the humanoid amphibian. Gen. 
Frank Hoyt (Nick Searcy) plans to exploit the creature in hopes of surpassing the USSR in 
the space race. The creature escapes — putting its fate in the hands of Elisa.

Call Me by Your Name is 
a romantic coming-of-
age film based on the 
novel by André Aciman. 
The film stands as the 
final installment of the 
Desire trilogy directed 
by Luca Guadagnino. 
Set in Northern Italy in 
1983, Call Me by Your 
Name is a reflection on 
the summer romance 
between Elio Perlman 
(Timothée Chalamet) 
and Oliver (Armie Hammer). The film premièred at the Sundance Film Festival. 

— by Joshua Balicki 

— by Natalie Betz

— by Madison Lotenschtein

THE SHAPE OF WATER

CALL ME BY YOUR NAME

FILM

FILM

FILM

• WORKS BY RYAN DORMAN, 8 A.M., W540 
VISUAL ARTS
• WORKS BY YUTING CAO, 8 A.M., E148 VISUAL ARTS

LONDON FIELDS, BY MARTIN AMIS

THEATER
• BY THE WAY, MEET VERA STARK, 2 P.M., THAYER THEATER
• DETROIT, 2 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATER
• THE WILD PARTY, 2:30 P.M., THEATER CEDAR RAPIDS, 102 THIRD ST. S.E.

SUNDAY 2.04

MISCELLANEOUS

• PHANTOM THREAD, 12:30, 6:30, & 9:30 P.M., 
FILMSCENE, 118 E. COLLEGE
• CALL ME BY YOUR NAME, 3, 6, & 9 P.M., FILMSCENE
• A MONSTER CALLS, 3:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• FILM CLUB SCREENING, GODZILLA, 7 P.M., 
101 BECKER

• ANIMATION SHOW OF SHOWS, 10 A.M., FILMSCENE
• CALL ME BY YOUR NAME, NOON, 3, & 9 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• PHANTOM THREAD, 12:30, 3:30, & 7 P.M., FILMSCENE
• BLADE RUNNER: THE FINAL CUT, 11 P.M., FILMSCENE

• ANIMATION SHOW OF SHOWS, 10 A.M., FILMSCENE
• CALL ME BY YOUR NAME, NOON, 3, & 9 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• PHANTOM THREAD, 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, & 9:30 P.M., 
FILMSCENE

EMMA, BY JANE AUSTEN

SURLY
Last year’s batch of Darkness is nearly gone. 

The unrepentant seasonal Surly staple can still 
be found on the shelves with Cerberus, the 
hound of Hades, fiercely warding off those 
too scared to wander into the dark. Grabbing 
a flashlight is a fool’s errand. Don’t bother. But 
luckily, your tastebuds don’t care. This iconic 
Russian Imperial Stout, as typical with the 
style, looks like motor oil, pours like motor oil, 
but hoards a fortune of thick ’n’ rich chocolate, 
cherry, and coffee notes, with a sweet and 
hoppy lingering finish. 

With all the angsty and “hip” alliteration 
aside, this honestly is a gorgeous beer. For 
those without a hipster beard, there’s a lot to 
be enjoyed in this style. If you can’t find the 
Darkness, check out Ol’ Rasputin. Or even the 
widely available Left Hand Milk Stout Nitro. 
Take a trip to the dark side, because there’s 
something for everybody. Don’t be scared.

— James Year

MUSIC

MAGIC

THEATER

MUSIC

• BILLY CHILDS QUARTET, 7 & 9:30 P.M., HANCHER 
STRAUSS HALL
• NATE STANIFORTH, 8 P.M., ENGLERT, 221 E. 
WASHINGTON
• BRAD AND THE BIG WAVE, 8 P.M., MILL

• NATE STANIFORTH, 8 P.M., ENGLERT, 221 E. 
WASHINGTON

• DETROIT, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATER
• BY THE WAY, MEET VERA STARK, 8 P.M., THAYER 
THEATER

• PIANO SUNDAY: AMERICAN LISZT SOCIETY, 1:30 P.M., OLD CAPITOL 
SENATE CHAMBER
• BLUE MOVIES, 9 P.M., GABE’S

MISCELLANEOUS

MUSIC 

THEATER

• PUB QUIZ, 9 P.M., MILL
• SUNDAY DRINK SPECIALS, 11 A.M., BLUE MOOSE, 211 IOWA
• WRITERS IN THE STORM, ARTISAN’S SANCTUARY, 1070 SEVENTH 
AVE., MARION

• JAZZ AFTER FIVE, 5 P.M., MILL, 120 E. BURLINGTON
• PICKWICK COMMONS, 6 P.M., GABE’S
• BILLY CHILDS QUARTET, 7 & 9:30 P.M., HANCHER 
STRAUSS HALL
• GUEST PIANO RECITAL, ASAF ZOHAR, 7:30 P.M., 
VOXMAN RECITAL HALL
• HEP CAT, 8 P.M., MILL
• SUPERFUN YEAH YEAH, 9:30 P.M., YACHT CLUB

• DETROIT, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATER
• BY THE WAY, MEET VERA STARK, 8 P.M., THAYER THEATER
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DRINK OF THE WEEK

OPENING MOVIES

LIT PICKS

ALBUM PICK
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SURLY

WORDS

WORDS

WORDS

WORDS

• JUSTICE AND LIBERATION SERIES, “BLACK 
LIBERATION AND REVOLUTION IN
THE AGE OF TRUMP,” 6:30 P.M., 100 PHILLIPS
• “LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS,” TOM HUNT, 7 P.M., 
PRAIRIE LIGHTS, 15 S. DUBUQUE
• LINDA LOPEZ, VISITING ARTIST IN CERAMICS, 
7:30 P.M., E125 VISUAL ARTS

• UNDERGROUND OPEN MIC, 8 P.M., YACHT 
CLUB, 13 S. LINN
• CATFISH AND THE DOGSTAR, 10 P.M., GABE’S, 
330 E. WASHINGTON

• “SPIRITED THINGS: AFRICAN GODS IN THE 
WESTERN MUSEUM,” 12:30 P.M., GILMORE THIRD-
FLOOR ATRIUM
• 2018 BLACK HISTORY MONTH LECTURE, DENNIS 
SHIELDS, 12:40 P.M., 235 BOYD LAW

• “LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS,” GINA VILD, 3 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS

THEATER
• DETROIT, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATER, 213 
N. GILBERT
• BY THE WAY, MEET VERA STARK, 
MAINSTAGE SERIES, 8 P.M., THEATER
BUILDING THAYER THEATER

FILM

• WORKS BY RYAN DORMAN, 8 A.M., W540 VISUAL ARTS
• WORKS BY YUTING CAO, 8 A.M., E148 VISUAL ARTS
• FIRST FRIDAY, UI MUSEUM OF ART, ANTHONY 
PLAUT, 5-7 P.M., FILMSCENE

MISCELLANEOUS

• PHANTOM THREAD, 12:30, 6:30, & 9:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• CALL ME BY YOUR NAME, 1 & 8 PM., FILMSCENE

DI

DI
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plays the characters of Leroy 
Barksdale and Her Forrest-
er. He was enraptured and 
thrilled to perform in a show 
that was simultaneously rele-
vant and different.

“I was in love from Day 1,” 
Lewis said. “I’m really excit-
ed to do a show that’s speak-
ing to these type of political 
issues, race issues, and gen-
der issues. I was really excit-
ed to do it here, specifically 
at Iowa in the Midwest.”

UI alumna Miriam Ran-
dolph, who plays Anna Mae 
Simpkins and Carmen Levy-
Green, said the play spoke 
to her with its theme of 
discrimination in the enter-
tainment industry.

“The main issue I think 
we’re talking about is Afri-
can-American actresses and 
how they struggled to get 
a role that defines them in 
other ways besides being a 
mammy or a slave, so there is 
an urgency of them wanting 
to be something more than 

that, and I think that is very 
true today,” Randolph said.

Lewis sees parallels with ste-
reotypes common in the enter-
tainment industry still today.

“Although the archetypes 
have changed, it’s not necessar-
ily missy and mammy, it’s still 
the outspoken best friend or 
the sassy girl, or the angry black 
guy, so it’s most definitely still 
relevant,” he said.

In the show, the actors need-
ed to keep their mannerisms in 
mind while they were working 
off certain characters.

“When you’re around the 
other black characters and ac-
tors, your physicality, your vo-
cal variety is much different,” 
Lewis said. “That changes the 
instant a white character en-
ters a scene. That’s kind of just 
a thing of the time. You change 
your demeanor and you have to 
co-shift, kind of maneuvering 
into a white world essentially, 
because you didn’t want to be 
thought of as dumb or not hav-
ing any home training.”

While sharing a heavy sto-
ry, the cast pulls through with 
their on-stage chemistry.

“The most fun is just work-
ing with so many talented ac-

tors who care just as equally 
about the sharing of the story, 
making sure the story is not 
contaminated with our own 

personal perspectives,” Lewis 
said. “We have very responsible 
actors who made the process 
extremely flowing and fun.”

He expects the audience will 
be thoroughly engaged.

“You’ll feel a part of the 
world,” he said. “We don’t 

exclude the audience when 
the world shows, which I 
think is just fabulous with 
the topic at hand.”

COLOR
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Tonight at Prairie Lights, UI graduate Tom Hunt will read from Killer Choice, his compelling début thriller novel.

Not James Bond, but an average Joe

David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan
(From left) Emelia Asiedu and Randryck Lewis perform in By the Way, Meet Vera Stark in the Theater Building on Tuesday.

BY RHIANA CHICKERING
rhiana-chickering@uiowa.edu

One day, author and Uni-
versity of Iowa graduate 
Tom Hunt was reading a 
news article about a man 
whose wife was sick. The 
man was trying to raise 
money for his wife’s sur-
gery, noting that he would 
do anything to get the mon-
ey they needed.

As Hunt began wondering 
just how far the man would 
go to get the money his wife 
needed for surgery, a plot 
took on a life of its own.

Hunt’s début thriller nov-
el, Killer Choice, focuses on 
Gary, who faces a difficult 
decision in order to procure 

the money for his pregnant 
wife’s treatment she needs 
for an inoperable tumor.

Tonight at Prairie Lights, 
Hunt will read from Killer 
Choice, providing readers 
with an glimpse into what 
has been described as a 
“nail-biting plot.”

“The main character is 
just a normal guy,” he said. 
“A lot of books you read, in 
thrillers especially, the main 
character is usually a police 
officer, or a police detective, 
or an international superspy 
like James Bond, or someone 
like Rambo, but this book is 
just about a normal, every-
day guy who has a normal, 
everyday job and just has 
something really bad happen 

to him — something that’s 
way out of character for him 
in order to save his wife.”

In Killer Choice, Hunt de-
veloped relatable characters 
with distinct personalities 
and characteristics, which 
makes the thriller compelling.

When he attended the 
University of Iowa as a com-
munications major with a 
strong interest in writing, 
he learned to grasp the au-
dience’s attention and move 
the plot in a quick and rivet-
ing manner, which is evident 
in his thriller.

“I’ve always enjoyed read-
ing a lot, [and I] always knew 
I wanted to take a stab at 
writing novels,” Hunt said. 
“I also wrote a couple [nov-

els] before [Killer Choice] 
that never got published, but 
that was more of a learning 
experience, not only writing 
but also the process of sub-
mitting the book for publish-
ing, and finding an agent, 
and how all of that works.”

In the midst of working 
for well-known advertising 
agencies, including Saat-
chi & Saatchi and J. Walter 
Thompson, Hunt has com-
pleted the first draft of his 
second novel and has an idea 
for a third.

When writing a novel, 
Hunt acknowledges his pro-
cess to write every day — 
even if he gets stuck.

He compares working 
through a creative block to 

a basketball player who is 
having a difficult time mak-
ing shots. Just as the basket-
ball player who continues to 
shoot basketballs will ulti-
mately make a shot, a writer 
who continues to write will 
write something astonishing.

Eventually, the story may 
even become autonomous 
in certain regards.

“It’s really cool how the 
book takes on a life of its 
own as you write — the char-
acters as well,” said Hunt. 
“Usually, [when] you go into 
the book, you have a general 
idea of how the book will end 
up [and] how the people turn 
out, but once you start writ-
ing, the book almost never 
actually follows that.”

The Washington, Iowa, 
native looks forward to vis-
iting Iowa City and its liter-
ary culture again.

“When I was a student, I 
would always go to Prairie 
Lights to buy books just all 
the time, so it will be really 
incredible actually to have a 
book signing there and just 
have my book for sale there. 
It will be really neat.”

When: 7 p.m. Today

Where: Prairie Lights, 15 S. 
Dubuque

Cost: Free

EVENT INFO
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BY MADISON LOTENSCHTEIN
madison-lotenschtein@uiowa.edu

Even with life and exemplary 
people surrounding most, sev-
eral adults, students, and even 
children wonder if they are hap-
py or could become happier. If 
a conscience remains unhappy, 
how do they become happier? 
To dive deeper into existential 
thinking, some wonder, “What 
is my life’s purpose?” 

The Two Most Important 
Days, written by Sanjiv Chopra 
and Gina Vild, is a book that 
gently guides the reader across 
the harsh roads these questions 
lie upon. Vild will read from the 
duo’s book at 3 p.m. Feb. 4 at 
Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque St. 

The book offers the teachings 
of Buddha, Rumi, and Hafiz, 
implementing their age-old wis-
dom and scientific evidence in 
an entertaining way. Along with 
storytelling, the authors fused 10 
poems into the pages of the book.  

But what many people are 
unaware of is that a scientific 
formula exists in calculating 
one’s point in happiness, oth-
erwise known as “the happi-
ness quotient.” 

“The study by Martin Siegle-
man indicates that half of our 
set point is inherited,” Vild said. 
“Ten percent of our set point is 
dependent on the satisfaction 
with our living conditions. That 
means an astounding 40 per-
cent of our set point is deter-
mined by our choices, by how 
we choose to live our life.”

Vild was raised in Indepen-
dence, Ohio, and wanted from 
the age of 16 a good education, 
a job in a field she loved, a fami-
ly, to travel to the corners of the 
world, and to write a book. In 

recent years, she had achieved 
all but one of her dreams, until 
the publication of the self-help 
book in December 2017. 

“Interestingly, what I learned 
as we researched this book was 
that the underpinnings for it 
were grounded in my upbring-
ing,” said Vild. “Who would 
have imagined that many of the 
values and concepts my parents 
instilled in me would one day be 
fodder for scientific study. I was 
raised to be grateful, to forgive, 
to seek resilience when road-
blocks marred my path, to ac-
cept adversity, and to give back 
whenever and however I could.” 

As a young girl, Vild’s moth-
er made it known to her to 
look disappointment in the eye 
and smile at it. Several years 
later, research stated in Vild 
and Chopra’s book presents 
that people’s levels of corti-
sol, adrenaline, endorphins, 
and dopamine are altered in a 
positive manner when a mind 
chooses to lift its facial muscles. 

Working together at Har-
vard Medical School, Chopra 
and Vild realized they both ex-
pressed a great interest in hap-
piness and one’s life purpose. 
Because of their professional 
careers, the authors worked 
on the book on the weekends. 
Writing a book with another is 
a cultivating experience for the 
mind, but for now, Vild enjoys 
watching the book being placed 
in the hands of the lost, the 
longing, and the curious.  

“The two most important 
days are the day you were born 
and the day you find out why,” 
Vild said. “Recognizing this, our 
book additionally explores how 
identifying a sense of purpose 
can lead to greater fulfillment. 

Gina Vild, a coauthor of The Two Most 
Important Days, will read at Prairie 
Lights at 3 p.m. Saturday.

Delving into 
the happiness 
of purpose 

BY KATIE GOODALE
katherine-goodale@uiowa.edu

Pianist and composer Bil-
ly Childs, and his music’s 
rhythmic soul with under-
tones of jazz, will be wel-
comed at Hancher along 
with his quartet. They will 
play in Strauss Hall on twice 
each on Friday and Saturday.

Childs has been a recip-
ient of the Guggenheim 
Fellowship and, as of Sun-
day, is a four-time Grammy 
winner with his album *Re-
birth* winning Best Jazz 
Instrumental Album. He 
will play music described 
by Hancher as grounded in 
the classical but also inno-
vating rhythmically.

Childs first began pub-
lic performances at the 
age of 6, and by 16, he was 
enrolled at University of 
Southern California Com-
munity School of the Per-
forming Arts, where he 
studied under such mod-
ern masters as Robert Linn 
and Morten Lauridsen.

After graduating, Childs 
was already popular 
among the LA jazz scene, 
and he released his first 
album in 1982. His newest 
album, *Rebirth*, features 
a variety of different musi-
cal instruments including 
saxophone, bass, drums, 
and trombone.

Childs will be accompa-
nied by his quartet, which 
includes famous members 
such as Bob Sheppard on 
the saxophone and Ari 
Hoenig on drums.

Sheppard has played 
with such stars as Steely 
Dan, Stevie Wonder, and 
James Taylor and has con-
tributed to many movie 
scores. Hoenig has played 
with several other groups, 
several of which have won 

awards for their excellence.
He said he has been in-

spired by Childs’ work 
during their time together.

“I love Billy’s writing, 
and I also really like his 
playing and his choices of 
musicians that he hires,” 
Hoenig said. “It’s interest-
ing, because I never heard 
his music before he hired 
me. I was on the airplane 
on the way to the first gig 
with him, and I still hadn’t 
checked out the music. So, 
I listened to it and was like 
… ‘Oh-oh, I’m in trouble.’ ”

The Childs Quartet was 
in Denver on Jan. 25, its 

first official concert to-
gether. When asked about 
what it was like to play with 
Childs, Sheppard respond-
ed, “I’ve been playing with 
Billy in many different con-
figurations over the last 30 
years. I’m always grateful 
to be hired to play creative 
music, especially Billy’s. It’s 
always very challenging and 
inspiring to play his music 
with the best musicians on 
the planet.”

When asked about what 
advice he would give young 
musicians today, Sheppard 
had a new perspective.

“Work hard, be prepared, be 

objective about yourself, don’t 
ever think you’ve made it or 
your better than others; you’re 
not,” he said. “ ‘American Idol’ 
mentality does not work in 
the real world. You will not 
get what you need only from a 
degree program. Learn how to 
create a business around your 
talent, and always be humble.”

Four-time Grammy-winner Billy Childs will perform at Hancher with his 
quartet. Childs brings a unique blend of jazz with rhythmic drums, piano, and 
saxophone to create a sensational new sound.

Childs play comes to Hancher

When: 7 p.m. Friday

Where: Hancher Strauss Hall

Cost: $10-$25

EVENT INFO
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BY JOSHUA BALICKI
joshua-balicki@uiowa.edu

In a new 
age of multi-
media, Nate 
S t a n i f o r t h 
thinks about 
what a ma-
gician offers 
that an audi-

ence cannot find anywhere else. 
His answer to that is, “Magic has 
become a way to share the experi-
ence of wonder,” Staniforth said. 
“Wonder is this curious fusion 
between fear and joy. I became 
intoxicated with that experience.”

Staniforth has developed a 
streamlined performance that 
is not crowded out by scripted 
jokes, alluring spectacle, or inau-
thentic showmanship. Instead, 
he plays to the imagination and 
intelligence of his audiences.

Staniforth will bring his per-
sonal brand of magic to the En-
glert, 221 E. Washington St., at 8 
p.m. Saturday.

Growing up in Ames, he 
“loved the idea of doing things 
that looked impossible.” As a 
theater student studying stage-
craft at the University of Iowa, 
he quickly realized that “Iowa 
City was an incredible place to 

learn to be a magician.”
The space above the Dead-

wood used to house Public Space 
One, with its art gallery and per-
formance space. Staniforth per-
formed there weekly, accumulat-
ing a loyal fan base.

Staniforth resides in Iowa 
City. His performance at the 
Englert lies in the middle of an 
expansive nationwide tour.

Since his years at UI, he has 
compiled a wealth of accom-
plishments that include na-
tionwide tours, lecturing at the 
prestigious Oxford Union, a 
TEDx Talks appearance, hosting 
Discovery Channel’s hit series 
“Breaking Magic,” and traveling 
to rural India to infiltrate a clan 
of street musicians.

He documents these experi-
ences in his new memoir, Here is 
Real Magic: A Magician’s Search for 
Wonder in the Modern World. The 
New York Times called it, “a vivid, 
deeply compelling, startlingly 
personal account of life on the far 
side of the illusion.”

A major component of the 
memoir is Staniforth reflecting 
on his trip to India. His goal 
was to interact with a breadth 
of street magicians. However, 
the trip turned out to be much 
more enlightening.

Staniforth said he discovered 
something he frantically needed 
to share. When he came home, 
he started writing the memoir, 
which was about rediscover-
ing his passion for magic. After 
around four official drafts and 
25 unofficial drafts, Staniforth 
placed a decade's worth of expe-
riences into one book.

“For the first time in my ca-
reer, I worried that magic tricks 
were insufficient in saying what 
I wanted to say,” Staniforth said. 
“I became taken by the pliabili-
ty of language. Magic is a really 
great way to say one thing, so the 
rewarding part of taking on writ-
ing as a discipline was a broaden-
ing of subject.”

When asked about his future 
endeavors, Staniforth said he 
continues to push himself out of 
his comfort zone for the sake of 
remaining innovative. He refuses 
to settle on one art form, saying, 
“When in doubt, throw out the 
plan, and dream it all up again.”

Magic comes to Englert Theater
University of Iowa alum and Iowa City native has traveled the world as an acclaimed magician. He will perform at Englert Theater.

When:
8 p.m. Saturday
Where:
Englert, 221 E. Washington
Cost: $10-$20

EVENT INFO

Staniforth
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