
Fear the unknown of 
technology
This weekend, the University of 
Iowa Theater Department will 
produce a play that brings fears 
and anxieties associated with 
technology’s unknown future 
to life. “[The play illustrates 
the fear of] our dependence on 
technology [in regard to] how 
far will we go with technology — 
it’s very 'Black Mirror'-esque,’ ” 
said actor Marc Paladino. 
80 HOURS

UI offers first-of-its-
kind online lab course
In today’s world, so dependent 
on the Internet, the UI now 
offers a nanotechnology lab 
course online. The nontradition-
al format allows students across 
the nation to access lab exper-
iments and use high-definition 
cameras that they are able to 
control remotely. News, 2A

Trial uses an antioxi-
dant to fight cancer
Vitamin C, the antioxidant found 
in orange juice, may be the next 
step in the fight against cancer. 
UI researchers received a grant 
to use high doses of Vitamin C 
to slow the growth of cancer 
cells. News, 3A

Women’s basketball 
hopes to turn it around 
After suffering three losses 
in a row, the Iowa women's 
basketball team tries to turn its 
luck around against No. 12 Ohio 
State. The offensive battle will 
be a good one; the Buckeyes are 
led by Kelsey Mitchell, who leads 
the Big Ten in scoring with 24.8 
points a game. 
Sports, 6A

All’s well in the middle
It's been a good season for Iowa’s 
middleweights. With Brandon 
Sorensen and Michael Kemerer 

returning 
for another 
season and 
Alex Marinelli 
coming off his 
redshirt year, 
the trio has 
combined to go 
undefeated this 

year, coming in with a 40-0 record. 
Sports, 6A

Transcontinental 
teamwork
It’s always interesting when 
international athletes join a 
team at an American univer-
sity, and that’s exactly what 
three swimming and diving 
athletes are doing. Three 
different athletes from Africa, 
South America, and Australia 
are getting a chance to join a 
team, as opposed to going at it 
on their own. 
Sports, 6A

BY CHRISTOPHER BORRO
christopher-borro@uiowa.edu

  The University of Iowa College of Public 
Health Diversity and Inclusion Committee 
hosted a viewing of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
famous “I Have a Dream” speech as part of the 
2018 King Celebration of Human Rights Week.

  The event took place  on Wednesday  after-
noon in the Callaghan Auditorium of the Col-
lege of Public Health building. Following the 
speech, selected volunteers were asked to par-
ticipate in a “Privilege Walk.” The volunteers 
took to the stage and took steps backwards or 
forwards in response to question relating to ex-

periences they had encountered in their lives.
 Questions mainly revolved around race, sex-

ual orientation, and gender and ranged from 
whether the individuals had had school instruc-
tors who “looked like” them to whether they 
could walk outside at night without the fear of 
being sexually assaulted. 

Billie Townsend, who worked at the college 
for four years as a member of the National Al-
liance for Doctoral Studies in the Mathemat-
ical Sciences, introduced the event by giving a 
speech that detailed the many facets of King’s 
childhood and careers, both as a civil-rights ac-
tivist and a Baptist minister, to a crowd largely 

SEE PRIVILEGE, 2A

‘Privilege Walk’ featured 
in rights celebration

Domestic violence 
focus of new grant

In light of Martin Luther King Jr. celebrations, volunteers 
acknowleged privilege to address particular issues.

BY ELIANNA NOVITCH
elianna-novitch@uiowa.edu

A new grant aims to help local law enforcement 
assess domestic violence response by looking at 
the agency’s strengths along with its collabora-
tions with community partners.

The Iowa City police were selected as one of six 

law-enforcement agencies in the nation to receive 
a $450,000 grant as part of a national initiative 
aiming to strengthen response to and investi-
gation of domestic violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking. Funding from the grant will run through 
September 2019.

The initiative is called Integrity, Action, and Jus-
tice: Strengthening Law Enforcement Response 

to Domestic and Sexual Violence. The program 
will be conducted by the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police with help from the Office of 
Victims of Crime, the National Crime Victim Law 
Institute, and other experts.

The grant comes in the wake of the Iowa City 

Photo illustration by James Year
ICPD investigator Scott Stevens conducts a mock interview with a DI reporter for a photo illustration on Tuesday, Jan. 23. The ICPD was just awarded a $450,000 grant to help fight 
domestic abuse and sexual assault.

Immigrant day 
hones in on 
state politics
Imaigrant advocates will lobby 
legislators today at the State 
Capital.
BY JULIA SHANAHAN
julia-shanahan@uiowa.edu

Farzad Salamifar, an Iranian graduate stu-
dent at the University of Iowa on a student visa, 
has faced complications since President Donald 
Trump imposed a travel ban earlier last year. His 
brother was naturalized in the U.S, but when his 
mother applied for a visa last fall, she was rejected.

Salamifar said a lot of Iranian 
students in the U.S. go five to six 
years without ever seeing their 
families.

“It shouldn’t be like that, be-
cause it looks like an exile,” he 
said.

Salamifar hopes that on Im-
migrant Advocacy Day, people 

advocate for the rights of Dreamers.
Immigrant Advocacy Day, which takes place 

today at the Iowa Capitol, is an opportunity for at-
tendees, along with the American Friends Service 
Committee-Iowa and Iowa CCI Action Fund, to 
speak to legislators at a state-level on immigrant 
issues.

“I hope that [the event] will raise some con-
sciousness and some awareness,” Salamifar said. 
“The fabric of this society is so diverse, that this 
fear of the other has no place.”

Madeline Cano, a lead organizer for the event, 
hopes to lift up the voices of immigrants in Amer-
ica, because in her view, they are usually excluded 
from the table.

SEE IMMIGRANT, 2A

A $450,000 grant will assist the police in assessing the department’s efforts to strengthen its response to, 
and investigations of, sexual assault, domestic violence, and stalking.
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Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan
Master of Health Administration student Winnie Uluocha speaks during the College of Public Health’s Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Celebration of Human Rights Week in the Public Health Building on Wednesday.
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The weekend in arts & entertainment

This weekend, the University of Iowa Theatre Department will host a play that brings fears and anxieties associated 
with technology’s unknown future to life. 

Feelings of disassociation surface as Tegan, 
a woman with amnesia, fails to remember 
her life, who she is, and those who surround 
her. Meanwhile, the uncertainties and ex-
tremities of technology illustrate fears and 
anxieties centered on how far is too far.

This weekend, the University of Iowa The-
ater Department will present ECHO, a play 
that depicts a fear that shows just how ex-
treme the world could become when aided by 
technology.

Instead of illustrating a dystopian theme 

like previous UI theater performances, ECHO 
has a science-fiction theme.

Protagonist Tegan, interacts with a small 
piece of technology called “the echo.” As she 
does so, she is able to reconstruct a synopsis 
of her life, guiding her through her potential-
ly painful memories.

Fearful that other people will define herself 
for her, Tegan avoids even going outside, em-
phasizing fears of how others define you or 
discovering that the people in your life were 
not who you thought they were.

“[Tegan is] very lost … and there are only a 
few moments where you can actually see her 
genuinely happy,” said Victoria McFadden, 
who plays Tegan. “I think she wants to try 
to put on a show to be happy for the people 
around her, but really, she just feels lost.”

Whether it be a fear of losing one’s memory 
or a fear of the unknown future of technolo-
gy, the plot line for ECHO is largely inspired 
by fear.

“[The play illustrates the fear of] our depen-

SEE ECHO, 5B

BY RHIANA CHICKERING | rhiana-chickering@uiowa.edu

DESIGN BY ALLIE WILKERSON

PHOTO BY DAVID HARMANTAS

•  When: Jan. 19–Feb. 11, times vary

•  Where: Riverside Theatre, 
213 N. Gilbert St.

•  Cost: $12-$30 
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composed of public-health 
students and faculty.

“Dr. King did so much in 
his short period of time,” 
Townsend said. “And those 
are the things that set the 
background for where we are 
now [in regards to] civil rights 
and voting rights.”

Tanya Uden-Holman mod-
erated much of the event.

“The purpose is not to 
blame anyone for having 
more power or privilege or for 
receiving more help in achiev-
ing goals,” she said. “But to 
have an opportunity to identi-
fy both obstacles and benefits 
experienced in our lives.   So, 
I really view it as an oppor-
tunity for introspection and 
growth not only for the partic-
ipants but also for those in the 
audience.”

Geneva Wilson, a third-
year Ph.D. student in the 
Epidemiology Department 
who helped put together 
event, defined privilege as 
“anything that can be used 
as an advantage for some 
and a disadvantage for oth-

ers.” She gave one example 
as being able-bodied as com-
pared with being physically 
disabled.

“There are so many differ-
ent ways it can appear,” said 
Chelsea Hicks, a first-year 
Ph.D. student studying occu-
pational and environmental 
health and an event organiz-
er. “So that’s what makes it 
a difficult concept to under-
stand.”

She said that the concept 
appeared differently to vari-
ous geographical and cultural 
groups.

The Privilege Walk had 
been implemented before, in 
2016, also with 15 participants.

“We’d gotten a good recep-
tion and decided we wanted 
to redo that event since it 
had been a couple years,” 
Wilson said. “… and having 
the [walk and the speech] 
together in one event would 
pair well.”

Hicks and Wilson were the 
only individuals to partake in 
both walks. While participa-
tion in the walk was not open 
to the general audience, event 
organizers said that they 
might consider expanding to 
include the audience during 
future events.

Cano said she will talk to 
state legislators on such is-
sues as the English-only law 
passed in 2002 that they hope 

to repeal. The law made En-
glish the official language of 
the state.

“To us, it’s subtle racism,” 
Cano said.

She said the sanctuary-cit-
ies bill is one that organiz-
ers will discuss at the event. 
Senate File 481 has added 

provisions and policies that 
eliminate security for undoc-
umented immigrants, and 
Cano said the bill puts whole 
communities at risk.

“These folks are just as 
much Iowans as everybody 
else,” Cano said.

Sen. Rob Hogg, D-Cedar 

Rapids, said the bill would 
heavily affect local law-en-
forcement officials, and that, 
he said, is overall a bad policy. 
Some economic-development 
groups also oppose this law, 
he said, because they recog-
nize the importance of immi-
gration to economic success.

One of the things that 
makes America great is its 
willingness to welcome refu-
gees and immigrants, Hogg 
said, and America’s current 
atmosphere is a bad place for 
our country to be in.

Hogg also hopes that events 
such as Immigrant Advocacy Day 

will make constituents more com-
fortable with going to the Capitol 
and talking to their legislators.

“We need to have conversa-
tions about this issue across 
our state so that Republican 
campaigns can’t pull this is-
sue out and scare people in 
October,” Hogg said. 

BY AADIT TAMBE
aadit-tambe@uiowa.edu

In the world of augmented 
reality, instructors are taking 
the laboratory experience to 
an online platform using cut-
ting-edge technology.

The University of Iowa nan-
otechnology & nanofabrication 
course teaches students how 
to fabricate structures on a na-
noscale. They learn how to make 
structures that are 10,000 times 
thinner than a human hair.

“We have been teaching this 
course the traditional way [for 
several years],” said Adjunct As-
sistant Professor Aju Jugessur, 
the director of the UI Microfab-
rication Facility. “A year ago, I 
came up with the idea of offer-
ing the course to students who 
are not on campus, or students 
who are on campus but can-
not take this course because of 
scheduling conflicts.”

First offered in the fall 2017 
semester, the course is six weeks 

long and has seven labs that are 
accessed virtually. Students are 
offered three time slots per week 
for labs. The course has had 
enrollment of students from 
across the country.

“We would demonstrate 
things to the students, over live 
feed, and then we gave them 
control of the instruments,” said 
Andrew Textor, a teaching assis-
tant for the course.

Students nationwide get 
access to lab experiments and 
exercises with high-definition 
cameras that they are able to 
control remotely. This gives 
them the feel of the environ-
ment in which actual experi-
ments are done, Jugessur said.

“Students in this course can 
visualize all the key components 
of the experiments via various 
interactive technologies, includ-
ing a Zoom video conferencing 
session hosted by the lab in-
structor that provides them with 
a sense of their actual presence 
in the lab,” said a press release 

from Iowa Now.
The plan is to remotely bring 

the types of training and labs to 
the students, who cannot come to 
the lab themselves, Jugessur said.

Students can get the knowl-
edge, and the feel of operating 
equipment, using their software 
on their computer, Jugessur 
said.

“There are were some chal-
lenges in offering the course,” 
Jugessur said. “We are now fo-
cusing on marketing the course 
not just in [Iowa] but across the 
U.S. This is the first ever course 
offered for credit in this format 
in the U.S.”

Another challenge was the 
high cost of the course. Juges-
sur said university officials are 
working to bring the cost down 
so that more students can access 
the course.

Penn State has offered a sim-
ilar course in which students 
can see the demonstration of 
tools remotely; however, those 
students do not have as much 

control, he said.
The tools that are used in the 

course are the ones used in the 
industry.

Another unique element of 
the course is its accessibility 
to students suffering physical 
disabilities. Most labs are not 
accessible to students who face 
disabilities, and this course does 
not require them to be present 
in the lab, Textor said.

This is just the seed, Jugessur 
said. The plan is to offer more 
courses online.

Regardless of location, stu-
dents can access the facilities 
and “hands-on” experience, Tex-
tor said.

Online education in other 
areas has been expanding, but 
there has not been much done 
in the area of offering online 
labs similar to this one, Juges-
sur said. This is a huge leap in 
the future of education, which, 
he said, will be centered on 
augmented reality and virtual 
technology.
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Bartender Tiera Johnson stands in Donnelly’s Pub on Wednesday. Johnson, an Iowa City resident, has worked at the establishment for two years and 
enjoys the variety of people.

police responding to 712 cas-
es of relationship-oriented 
crime last year.

“In the past several years, 
let’s say five, we have handled 
roughly 600 cases,” police In-
vestigator Scott Stevens said. 
“I don’t know what changed 
this year. I really can’t say that 
it’s one thing or the other, but 
we did have a busy year.”

He said the police want to 
become an example to the rest 
of the state and country of 
how to perform at the highest 
level in response to relation-
ship-oriented crime.

“We are going to build 

up the Iowa City Police De-
partment, our services to the 
community, the training that 
our officers receive, the prac-
tices that we’re using when 
we we’re dealing with sexual 
assault, domestic assault, and 
stalking,” Stevens said.

According to the grant, 
the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police will work 
with the city police to iden-
tify department strengths, 
raise awareness of implicit 
and explicit gender bias, cre-
ate sustainable strategies, 
develop partnerships and 
build community trust, and 
implement trauma-informed, 
victim-focused procedures 
agency-wide.

The police have many com-
munity partnerships in place 

already, including partner-
ships with the Rape Victim 
Advocacy Program and Do-
mestic Violence Intervention 
Program. Both organizations 
were involved in the applica-
tion for the grant.

“I think what the grant ap-
plication and subsequently 
the grant award is acknowl-
edging communities that 
have found success [and] 
have developed unique col-
laborations, and really ex-
ploring what works about 
[those collaborations] and 
how to improve it and create 
opportunities to expand the 
horizon of those collabora-
tions,” DVIP Executive Direc-
tor Kristie Fortmann-Doser 
said.

RVAP Director Adam Rob-

inson said he supports the 
police applying for the grant.

“The thought of writing for 
this grant and wanting to re-
ally build a program and pro-
cess here in Iowa City that can 
be looked towards and hope-
fully replicated throughout 
the state is pretty inspiring,” 
Robinson said. “Especially in 
our current landscape, politi-
cal and financial, anytime we 
can get resources attracted to 
this work in our service area is 
an amazing thing.”

Fortmann-Doser highlight-
ed that DVIP served 1,899 
men, women, and children 
last year and according to an 
estimate by the National Net-
work To End Domestic Vio-
lence, only 1 in 19 victims ever 
reach out to a domestic-vio-

lence program.
“When you look at the pop-

ulation size and national es-
timates of 1 in 3 women are 
going to be battered and 1 in 
9 men are going to be bat-
tered, we are not reaching the 
percentage that we need to in 
any way, shape, or form as a 
community or as a country,” 
Fortmann-Doser said.

Stevens said relation-
ship-oriented violence is a 
worldwide issue.

“I wish we could end it, but 
that’s not in reality,” he said. 
“What we can do is provide 
the best service we can to sur-
vivors of these crimes and do 
the best we can to hold perpe-
trators accountable through 
our social justice system.”

DOMESTIC
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

UI lab course hops online
Students get real-time lab exposure for a nanotechnology course online.

IMMIGRANT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

PRIVILEGE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

BY BROOKLYN DRAISEY
brooklyn-draisey@uiowa.edu

Iowa has seen its fair share of 
flooding, and collaborating with 
another often-waterlogged state 
could help stop the tide.

John Dorman, the director of 
the North Carolina Flood Risk 
Management Program, trav-
eled to the Iowa Flood Center 
on Wednesday to present on 
his state’s long-term strategy in 
response to flooding and to be-
gin working with the Iowa sci-
entists to make both programs 
better.

While North Carolina and 
Iowa have vastly different land-
scapes and ways of being flood-

ed, they both have the same goal: 
protect people and their proper-
ty as much as possible. Dorman 
said his main way of achieving 
this is through flood insurance.

The North Carolina program 
has created a website allowing 
people to see their property’s 
risk in the event of a flood, how 
costly the damage could be, and 
an estimate of the flood-insur-
ance premium.

The specific information can 
cause property owners to buy 
— or consider buying — insur-
ance, Dorman said.

“If you’re going to buy flood 
insurance, you want to actually 
have information on the build-
ing you’re buying flood insur-

ance for,” he said. “So, to be able 
to buy flood insurance knowing 
that the risk is calculated not on 
a line but on the actual building, 
I think, brings great value and 
validity to decisions.”

Witold Krajewski, the direc-
tor of the Iowa Flood Center, 
said the economic aspect of 
Dorman’s program and the 
data on 5.2 million buildings 
for analysis of flood damage is 
what he’s really interested in. 
Iowa’s flood program is mainly 
focused on flood forecasting, so 
data on buildings here in Iowa 
would help officials predict how 
property could be damaged by 
flooding.

“Our system right now does 

not provide all the economic 
analysis on potential losses and 
the flood insurance …” he said. 
“We would love to have the in-
ventory of all the structures in 
the entire state.”

Krajewski noted that the 
Flood Center scientists aren’t 
going to merely copy what 
North Carolina has done, they 
will morph it to their own 
needs, geographically, techno-
logically, and locally, in terms 
of Iowans. He wants to move 
what seems to gear toward 
technical people towards “reg-
ular people,” he said.

“I want to learn more from 
John about their approach to 
what is relevant to the gener-

al public,” he said. “So to me, 
sorting out these aspects, like 
trying to think about what you 
as a citizen, what is the most 
relevant to you?”

The Iowa National Guard is 
also taking an interest in flood-
risk management. Tim Eich, 
the Army Aviation Support Fa-
cility commander, cited flood-
ing as one of the most frequent 
domestic emergencies the Iowa 
National Guard responds to, so 
cultivating a relationship with 
the Flood Center will help the 
Guard be more efficient and 
keep down the cost to the state.

“A lot of the products that 
they’re developing are a great 
help to us in planning and coor-

dinating that response in order 
to mitigate suffering and pro-
tect critical infrastructure in 
the state,” he said.

After his presentation, Dor-
man met with Flood Center 
personnel to dig into the spe-
cifics of the collaboration. He 
said no concrete decisions were 
made yet, but one thing is for 
certain — working together 
will be beneficial for both pro-
grams.

“Our intent is to really share 
what we’ve got, and the Iowa 
Flood Center and the state of 
Iowa can say yes, no, or let’s 
modify it, but collaboration is 
definitely less costly than going 
alone,” he said.

A meeting of the minds on floods
North Carolina Flood Risk Management Program Director John Dorman came to the Iowa Flood Center to start a 
collaboration to make both programs better.



NEWS 3A    THE DAILY IOWAN   |  DAILY-IOWAN.COM  |  THURSDAY, JANUARY 25, 2018

Print
all your
course

materials
at

125 S Dubuque | Iowa City | 351-3500
411 2nd St, Ste C | Coralville | 351-7100

zephyrprinting.com

STUDENTS

BY JORDAN PROCHNOW
jordan-prochnow@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics will 
approach the battle against 
cancer armed with a com-
mon antioxidant: Vitamin C.

Vitamin C is a treat-
ment option used to slow 
the growth and spread of 
cancer cells, particularly in 
childhood cancer patients, 
and the UIHC plans clinical 
trials that will implement 
the antioxidant.

In November 2017, UI 
Clinical Assistant Professor 
of internal medicine Var-
un Monga received a grant 
from UIHC and charity or-
ganizations to begin clini-

cal trials for FDA-approved 
doses of Vitamin C to be ad-
ministered to young cancer 
patients.

Vitamin C is an import-
ant element in the produc-
tion of collagen, which can 
be linked to causes of differ-
ent types of cancer. Studies 
have shown that the antiox-
idant can slow the growth of 
various types of cancer cells, 
promoted by the National 
Cancer Institute.

“Pharmacological ascor-
bate [high doses of Vitamin 
C] treatment increases tu-
mor cell reactive oxygen 
species, such as hydrogen 
peroxide, that can damage 
tumor cell membranes, 
proteins, and DNA,” Bryan 

Allen, a UI assistant profes-
sor of radiation oncology 
said in an email to The Daily 
Iowan. “This damage, when 
combined with therapeutic 
radiation and/or chemo-
therapy, is especially effi-
cacious in treating a wide 
variety of cancers.”

Previously, Allen and 
other UIHC researchers 
studied pharmacological 
ascorbate in pancreatic 
cancer models and saw that 
it selectively kills cancer 
cells.

It also enhanced the effi-
ciency of radiation and che-
motherapy without causing 
increased toxicity to nor-
mal cells.

Monga is in the planning 

stages for a series of clini-
cal trials; the process has 
been approved by the FDA 
and is awaiting further cer-
tification from UIHC.

“For patients 12 to 18 
years old, this is going to 
be the first time that Vita-
min C is going to be used 
in high doses, so it’ll be a 
Phase 1 trial,” Monga said. 
“For patients older than 18 
years old, it will be a Phase 
2 trial.”

The clinical trials fol-
low those done on mice, 
in which sarcoma tumors 
were observed. Patients 
with advanced sarcoma will 
be observed as well in the 
human trials.

“We saw some really 

amazing results when Vi-
tamin C was combined 
with radiation and chemo,” 
Monga said. “Some of the 
tumors shrunk, and some 
stayed stable. Our hope is 
that when we give this com-
bination to patients, their 
tumors will do the same.”

A $49,000 grant came 
from St. Baldrick’s, a char-
ity promoting “the most 
promising cancer research” 
for children with the dis-
ease, according to its web-
site.

The charity provides the 
most grants for childhood 
cancer research in the 
world, and it hosts signa-
ture head-shaving events 
that have raised more than 

$232 million since 2005.
Monga’s study, while 

not yet underway, has the 
potential to affect many 
young lives, and he hopes 
to treat a wide range of pa-
tients.

“[Monga’s] Vitamin C 
study is exciting and im-
portant because it brings 
a clinical trial to patients 
who have limited options 
once their tumors come 
back,” William Terry, a clin-
ical assistant professor of 
pediatrics, said in an email 
to the DI. “It also provides 
clinical-care options for 
adolescent and young adult 
patients who have histor-
ically had limited clinical 
trials available to them.”

UIHC plans to use Vitamin C to fight cancer
Doctors at UIHC received a grant to implement high doses of Vitamin C to slow the growth and spread of cancer cells.

BY SARAH STORTZ
sarah-stortz@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa 
School of Social Work is shed-
ding light on the issue of an-
ti-Semitism by inviting some-
one who has experienced it 
firsthand.

Rabbi Henry Karp, who 
formerly worked at Temple 
Emanuel in Davenport, vis-
ited the UI on Wednesday to 
present a lecture focused on 
anti-Semitism and hate speech 
that occurs in Iowa.

The discussion is a part of 
the Social Justice Teach-In 
Brown Bag Lunch Series, a 
series of lectures designed 
to strengthen activism and 
skill-building on campus.

Karp lived in Davenport 
during the ’80s, and he report-
ed his family was subjected 
to anti-Semitism by an active 
group of neo-Nazis.

“I know this because I got 
anonymous hate letters from 
them all the time, telling me 
that they’re going to kill me, kill 
my wife, and they’re going to 
kill my children,” Karp said. “… 
Then they would go do things 
like dismantle my mailbox and 
lay out the component parts in 

front of my driveway, just to let 
me know.”

Karp reported an incident 
in the ’90s in which the same 
group of neo-Nazis would 
burn crosses in the western 
part of Davenport, which has a 
high population of minorities.

A few years later, Karp 
helped arrange a première 
of the film Schindler’s List, 
with a committee consisting 
of other Jewish individuals. 
However, the neo-Nazi group 
issued a bomb threat to the 
movie theater if it showcased 
the film.

The incident led Karp to take 
a stance against the group.

“Out of that, the community 
rose up,” Karp said. “A group of 
faith leaders put together an 
event called ‘Say No to Hate’ 
rally, and it was held in the Sa-
cred Heart Cathedral.”

Karp additionally brought 
up the poster distribution from 
the National Alliance that oc-
curred in Iowa City just a few 
weeks ago, containing the 
phrase “Love Your Race.”

Executive Director of Hillel 
David Weltman said that while 
he believes anti-Semitism isn’t 
necessarily rising in the com-
munity, more people are vocal-

izing their anti-Semitic views.
“The thing I’ve personally 

noticed about anti-Semitism is 
it never goes away,” Weltman 
said. “Sometimes, people feel 
more empowered in certain 
environments than in other 
environments.”

Karp noted how Iowa has a 
relatively low level of anti-Sem-
itism compared with other 
states in the nation.

“By and large, Iowa is not a 
hotbed of bigotry,” Karp said. 
“… But that doesn’t mean that 
[bigots] don’t exist. Unfortu-
nately, they do exist, and they 
have existed on and off at least 
for quite some time.”

Despite this, Weltman said 
he views Iowa City as an ac-
cepting community for Jewish 
individuals.

“The community at large is 
very open to people of other 
faiths and religions outside of 
Christianity, which is the norm 
in Iowa City,” Weltman said. 
“People engage, and people ask 

questions to learn about those 
different faiths and different 
traditions, and I think that’s 
a nice thing to have around 
here.”

Social Work School develop-
ment coordinator Jefri Paler-
mo, the organizer of the event, 
said she wanted students to be-
come more equipped in fight-
ing against oppression.

“As social workers, it’s in our 
code of ethics that you stand up 
against all forms of prejudice 
and discrimination,” Palermo 
said. “We need to provide our 
students with the tools to advo-
cate and fight against all forms 
of oppression.”

Weltman sees benefits from 
Iowa City residents attending 
these types of public discus-
sions.

“They can then be empow-
ered to stop it, or at least to not 
stay silent, which is the worst 
thing you can possibly do in 
those situations,” Weltman 
said.

Lecture sparks discussion of anti-semitism
Former rabbi speaks of history of antisemitism while living in Iowa.



By NICHOLE SHAW 
nichole-shaw@uiowa.edu

Current social issues 
have left individuals at an 
impasse as to what fem-
inism even is and if it is 
still a movement needing 
desperate support. It is a 
common belief that wom-
en’s rights are equal to that 
of men’s, and feminism is 
no longer needed today. 
However, patriarchy is still 
apparent in the cultural 
framework, as our soci-
ety halts progress towards 
gender equality in every 
workplace and profession-
al field. Toxic masculinity 
has resulted from this pa-
triarchal system and led to 
varying degrees of the mar-
ginalization of women such 
as double standards, higher 
expectations for women 
and the wage gap. To truly 
eliminate gender inequali-
ty, we must deconstruct the 
patriarchal system.

The first step to elimi-
nating the patriarchy that 
fights against feminism 
is to recognize the unwar-
ranted double standards 
institutions have for wom-
en.  These standards have 
set women up for failure to 
further their pursuits in the 
workforce and gated women 
into putting in a lot of extra 
work that isn’t required of 
men. Professor Diane C. Slu-
sarski, the first female chair 
of biology, believes there 
are too few STEM women in 
leadership positions.

“It is a shame, since we 
are a segment of the popu-
lation that, if so inspired, 
could contribute a whole 
new portfolio of discover-
ies and unique expertise,” 
Slusarski said. While she 
notes that the university has 
given her great opportuni-
ties, she still recognizes that 
STEM has been a field with 
a long, consistent history of 
male dominance, and most 
women feel intimidated in 
pursuing a career. Similar-
ly, history Professor and 
Chair Elizabeth Heineman 
says, “Sometimes, I have to 
interact with people who ar-
en’t necessarily accustomed 

to a woman in a position of 
authority. That is part of my 
life.” What needs to be re-
alized, is that these things 
shouldn’t have to be a part 
of women’s lives. Women 
are not Play-Doh that can 
be molded into whatever so-
ciety expects of them. They 
are intellectuals with the 
potential to be just as dom-
inant in fields as men.

Male dominance is an ef-
fect of gender bias that has 
been embedded into our 
culture. This gender bias 
was explicit when Profes-
sor Heinemans said, “One 
of my professors wrote 
me a letter of recommen-
dation for jobs that said 
‘Elizabeth Heineman is the 
best women’s student I’ve 
ever worked with.’ That ex-
tra qualification added on 
diminished my ranking.” 
Heineman has gone on to 
have the most prominent 
career out of all the profes-
sor’s students. The modi-
fication of Heineman was 
unnecessary and reflects 
the broken system that 
binds women to roles with 
marginalized voices.

Marginalization is shown 
as well in a recent analysis 
on average annual earnings 
of women working in the 
government of Iowa, pub-
lished Sunday in The Des 
Moines Register, that shows 
women earn around $5,000 
fewer than men. This wage 
gap is astonishing and re-
pulsive for the women that 
do the same jobs of men in 
each department are be-
ing paid differently simply 
on the grounds that they 
identify as female. To resist 
the patriarchy, those in a 
position of power need to 
be pioneers in dismantling 
and deconstructing it, lest 
it continues to toxically op-
press women. Get involved 
in transcending inequality 
in Iowa by breaking social 
norms and supporting the 
goals of third-wave fem-
inism. One woman that 
makes it into a position of 
power can inspire a genera-
tion of young girls to resist 
the patriarchy and make a 
difference.
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EDITORIAL POLICYSTAFF

In August 2017, the state 
Board of Regents proposed 
a plan to raise undergrad-
uate in-state tuition at the 
University of Iowa by 7.2 
percent each year through 
2022, which equates to 41 
percent over the next five 
years. This means the UI’s 
in-state tuition will rise 
from $7,486 (2017) to $10,537 
in 2022. It is unreasonable 
to expect Iowans to pay that 
additional sum for the same 
quality of education. 

 To make matters worse 
for Iowans, the UI does 
not have reciprocity with 
any other state. This means 
that, if Iowa residents want 
to go to any other state for 
higher education, they are 
expected to foot the out-
of-state bill. Iowans are 
essentially being held hos-
tage because there is no 
other affordable option. 

The UI could continue to 
see higher education prices 
skyrocket, because there is 
no other comparable option 
for future students.

 Many people have ar-
gued that raising tuition 
at the UI by 41 percent in 
the next five years is justi-
fied because other Big Ten 
schools have higher in-state 
tuition than the UI does. 
Yes, the proposed tuition 
hike would bring the UI’s 
tuition closer to neighbor-
ing schools’ tuition rates; 
Wisconsin’s in-state tui-
tion is $10,533, Michigan’s 
is $14,826 and Minnesota’s 
is $14,417.

 But, upon further in-
vestigation, it becomes 
abundantly clear that just 
because these schools are 
all in the Big Ten, that does 
not mean they provide 
students with equal edu-
cation opportunities. Ev-
ery year, Forbes comes out 
with a comprehensive list 
of top academically ranked 
schools. Wisconsin ranks 
68th, Michigan is 44th, Min-
nesota is 119th, and the UI is 
184th. The truth is, the UI’s 
academics lag behind those 
of its Big Ten competitors. 
Of course, tuition would be 

less for an education that 
is less academically presti-
gious.  

 If the UI decides to fol-
low through with the po-
tential tuition hike, it could 
fall even further behind 
academically. The UI statis-
tically lets in far more ap-
plicants than other Big Ten 
schools. Wisconsin, Michi-
gan, and Minnesota accept 
49, 29, and 45 percent of ap-
plicants. Meanwhile, the UI 
lets in 81 percent of people 
who apply. Raising tuition 
could deter top academic 
students from Iowa if they 
chose this school based on 
affordability.

 I asked UI junior Jenna 
Pokorny why she came to 
the UI. “Essentially, Iowa 
was the cheapest option 
for me,” she said. Pokorny 
said she had gotten into 
her dream school, George 
Washington, but ultimate-
ly decided to come to Iowa 
because it was a reasonably 
priced school that would 
give her the opportunities 
she was looking for. When 
I asked Pokorny about the 
proposed tuition hike, she 
said, “I almost think it’s 
unfair to raise tuition that 
drastically. You don’t re-

alize that two years from 
now, you could be paying 
thousands of dollars more 
for the same education.”

 Raising tuition could 
easily lead to losing compet-
itive students like Pokorny 
who chose this school be-
cause it was the most af-
fordable option. If the UI 
was no longer considered 
the affordable school, aca-
demics would suffer great-
ly. The regents must tread 
carefully. They cannot tip 
the scales too far without 
losing Iowa’s affordability 
title, and with it, its top stu-
dents.

 It is difficult to know the 
effect that this substantial 
of a tuition hike would have 
on the student population 
here. It is obvious that in-
creasing the price tag of a 
product by 41 percent with-
out changing the product is 
wrong. The increase in rev-
enue is said to go toward a 
strategic plan that will hire 
new faculty and research 
for the university in hopes 
that this will strengthen Io-
wa’s academics. But, asking 
students to pay thousands 
of additional dollars before 
this is actually shown is un-
reasonable and unjust.

COLUMN

Resisting the 
patriarchy on 
campus

Guest Opinion: Religious 
freedom at UI (Sam Ob-
sorne), 1/22

The university supports 
BLinC’s right to hold their 
homophobic religious opin-
ion in private, but being an 
officially recognized student 
organization is not a right but 
a privilege. Incumbent upon 
student organizations to re-
tain this privilege is to uphold 
the university’s non-discrimi-
nation clause. – Joseph Stiefel

The University of Iowa 
prohibits discrimination in 
employment, educational 
programs, and activities on 
the basis of race, creed, color, 
RELIGION, national origin, 
age, sex, pregnancy, disabil-
ity, genetic information, sta-
tus as a U.S. veteran, service 
in the U.S. military, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, 
associational preferences, or 
any other classification that 
deprives the person of con-
sideration as an individual. 

The university also affirms 
its commitment to providing 
equal opportunities and equal 
access to university facilities. 
Non-discrimination state-
ment pertains to the Universi-
ty’s actions. – Nick Barnes

Column: Responding to 
Sexual Assault (Wylliam 
Smith), 1/17

Wrote a poem for you:
“Follow the law unheard 

survivors!”

“No one cares if you can’t 
get mental health care in Io-
wa. No one cares   about your 
sense of justice. Deal with it!   
Most important of all: Stay 
civil! Don’t get too rowdy! 
Painting bricks — bad! 

Having no one listen  while 
suffering greatly   without 
healthcare, a civil  platform or 
justice — good! 

Rationalize your suffering!   
Don’t fight fire with fire.   But 
look at how I fire back!  Look at 
how I vandalize!” – Brad Pector

University Camera bids 
farewell to Iowa City after 
nearly 50 years (Aadit 
Tambe), 1/16

University Camera is great 
in the pre-digital age with Ko-
dak films and Kodak papers 
especially Tri-X and Kodacolor. 
A lot [of] photojournalists and 
artists went there near UIowa 
School of Journalism and Mass 
Communication. Roger and 
the staff were always smiling 
and helpful about photo advice. 

Cheers from  CAMERAlot  the 
digital book. – Russ Redsville

Oh, the $$$ I dropped there 
when I was a student and 
worked at the DI. – Catherine 
Breitenbucher

Additional funding cuts to 
Iowa higher-education likely 
in 2018 (Marissa Payne), 1/9

The Republicans always at-
tack higher education. — Ross 
Sherwood
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READER’S COMMENTS: JANUARY 2018

Tuition plan full of holes

The patriarchal system has left women 
in academia and other workplaces in 
states of marginalization.

The UI plans to raise tuition by 41 percent over the next five years without a 
comprehensive plan to improve education.

By LUCEE LAURSEN
lucee-laursen@uiowa.edu

COLUMN

Daily Iowan online readers react to this month’s stories.
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GymHawks head east to take on Maryland
Changes forced Hawkeyes stepped up in preparation for their third Big Ten meet after defeating Michigan State and Ohio State.
BY ANNA KAYSER
anna-kayser@uiowa.edu

The Iowa women’s gymnas-
tics squad will be back in Big Ten 
action today as the team travels 
to take on Maryland at 5 p.m.

The GymHawks are 2-0 in 
conference competition after 
beating Michigan State on 
Jan.13 and Ohio State on Jan. 19.

It’s been a relatively short 
conference season, but the 
GymHawks think they know 
why they’re undefeated.

“The past two meets have 
helped us focus more on our-
selves,” senior Melissa Zu-
rawski said. “That’s something 
that we’ve been working really 

hard on, and I think if we just 
continue to do that, then we’re 
going to be even better than we 
have been.”

Against Ohio State, the suc-
cess could be attributed to how 
the team carried itself through-
out the entire meet.

“They presented a coura-
geous, competent, confident 
team and then it shows up in 
the gymnastics,” head coach 
Larissa Libby said.

That confidence comes from 
the way the GymHawks per-
form with each other.

In each event, every athlete is 
cheering each other on, and the 
success flows from one person 
to the next.

“We thrive a lot on energy, 
and for example, if someone 
sticks, then it seems like we all 
stick after that,” Zurawski said. 
“It’s really exciting because we 
have a lot of energy and are 
confident after the meet that 
we’re going to carry it onto the 
next meet, and basically just 
carry ourselves, and compete 
how we do in practice."

That carry-over of confi-
dence was also a key in the Ohio 
State meet.

“Definitely, when you had 
that first person hit, it just car-
ried all the way through,” Libby 
said. “I think they fed off of each 
other a little bit.”

Facing Maryland will look a 

little different from previous 
meets for Iowa.

In the floor routine warm-
up on Jan. 19, sophomore and 
Big Ten watch-list member 
Clair Kaji went down with a 
potentially season-ending low-
er leg injury.

Kaji is one of six Hawkeyes 
who are ranked nationally in 
events. She sits at No. 79 on 
beam with a 9.808.

Despite the necessary lineup 
changes, the team isn’t any less 
prepared for Maryland.

“I’m excited for the team to 
just do what we know and to 
have a lot of fun when we go out 
there,” sophomore Charlotte 
Sullivan said.

Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Melissa Zurawski celebrates her vault performance during the Iowa/
Ohio State gymnastics meet in Carver-Hawkeye on Jan. 19. The GymHawks 
defeated the Buckeyes, 195.725-195.300, to win their home-opener.

WOMEN'S
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SWIMMING
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WRESTLING
CONTINUED FROM 6A

Gustafson said. “Just keep be-
lieving that the hard work that 
we’ve been putting in every 
single day is going to pay off 
eventually.”

A big boost for the Hawkeyes 
in tonight’s game will be a wel-
comed return to their home 
court after a two-game road 
trip and spending five of the 

last seven games on the road.
The home-court advantage is 

certainly a reality for Iowa who 
has gone 25-6 on its home floor 
the past two years. A lot of that 

success can be attributed to the 
support of their fans.

“Our fans are amazing,” 
sophomore guard Kathleen 
Doyle said. “If you feel any sort 

of tired at all they’re right there 
behind you cheering for you 
and yelling at the refs for you. 
They’ve got your back so it’s real-
ly fun to play at Carver.”

we’re all doing. It’s just good for 
the room, to have partners like 
that around my weight. Being 
able to wrestle with them on 
a daily basis is huge. It’s good 
when everyone’s undefeated, 
so you’ve got to keep winning.”

They do this by building off 
one another — the first one’s 
success is a reason for the next 
one to succeed.

“Tom says he doesn’t believe 
in senior leadership, and I agree; 
freshmen can be leaders, anyone 
can be a leader,” Marinelli said. 
“I think us young guys help-
ing Sorensen — he’s an older 
guy — these guys gotta step up 
[because] that really helps him, 
to propel him to a win. You’ve 
gotta win, you’ve gotta produce 
wins. I just feel like you’ve got to 
lead by example, and if you win, 
it makes it a lot easier for people 
to follow you.”

But there’s a lot more to re-
maining undefeated than just 

talking about winning, and that’s 
what sets these three apart.

“As a competitor, there’s 
always something you can do 
better. I look at the best guys 
we have in this room, the best 
guys who’ve been through our 
program, I look at Dan Gable 
and what he stood for, and ‘nev-
er satisfied’ comes to mind,” 
Brands said. “So guys like Ke-
merer and Sorensen and Mari-
nelli, Spencer Lee, and really, all 
of the guys in our lineup — it’s 
hard to be satisfied when you 
walk off the mat.”

When talking about walking 
off the mat, the wrestlers are 
quick to list off what they could 
have done better and what they 
want to improve on for the next 
opportunity.

Brands not only reflects this at-
titude, but strongly approves of it.

“Marinelli had a tough win, 
and it was a big win for him in 
an arena he’s done very well in, 
and he was like, ‘I’ve got to get 
off the bottom,’ ” Brands said. 
“And really, as a coach, that’s 
how you want your guys think-
ing; forward thinking.”

influence onto the team as we 
head into our championship 
season, but culturally, it’s a 
great experience for some of 
our kids to be exposed to peo-
ple who have competed all over 
the world,” Long said.

Coming to Iowa introduces 
many international swimmers 
to the team concept. Some-
times, swimming is mainly an 
individual sport in the coun-
tries they come from.

Some of the athletes don’t 
get a chance to go back home 
until summer, so the team of-
ten helps with homesickness.

“I didn’t really have a team 
back home, I swam mainly 

by myself, so coming in and 
having the whole team atmo-
sphere really helps with the 
whole missing home thing,” 
Swanepoel said. “I feel at 
home here."

The team is often a factor 
in an athlete’s decisions to be-
come a Hawkeye.

“In Australia it was really 
different, it was more of an in-
dividual sport — and it is an in-

dividual sport — but having the 
team is really nice,” Mathews 
said. “Everyone’s so supportive 
and it’s just a really great team.”

Another factor in coming to 
Iowa is the training facility and 
the Athletics Department.

Iowa’s training program has 
already improved the skills in 
those new athletes.

“I’ve seen a lot of progress 
during all of the months I’ve 

been here,” Posligua said. “I’ve 
had really good meets this sea-
son, and I think it’s been good 
for being my freshman year,”

Posligua attributes his im-
provement to the way that the 
team takes care of athletes and 
the way athletes are immersed 
into the program during both 
meets and practice.

He chose Iowa as his school 
because of the diving program 

and the success it has had.
“I’ve been diving for about 12 

years and my goal has been to 
improve to a high level and to 
be inserted in the elite level,” 
Posligua said. “That’s the rea-
son that I’m here.”

Swanepoel, Posligua, and 
Mathews are all important 
pieces in this Iowa team’s suc-
cess leading up to the Big Ten 
Championship.



Team cures 
homesick 
blues

BY TAYLOR MCNITT
taylor-mcnitt@uiowa.edu

“Consistent and persistent” are the words head 
coach Tom Brands uses when he talks about soph-
omore Michael Kemerer. A tough guy, an anchor, 
a team captain, the role model. These are the qual-
ities that lead to Kemerer’s success, and beyond 
that, the success of the entire wrestling program.

Kemerer isn’t the only one who needs to exude 
these qualities; expectation falls just as heavily on 
the 149 and 165 pound wrestlers that sandwich Ke-
merer at 157.

“Even though we’ve got some little holes in the 
lineup, we’ve got to put the team on our backs, and 
we’ve got to carry the team,” said freshman Alex 
Marinelli, the resident wrestler at 165.

This pressure comes down to the gritty nature 
of how these three wrestle. Senior Brandon So-

rensen is 15-0 for the season, and this is his third 
season in a row making it this far in his winning 
streak.

Kemerer is off to a hot start as well; this is his 
second-consecutive season making it to 16-0, and 
seven of those victories are pins.

 Marinelli, also undefeated with a 9-0 record, is 
one of only two freshmen still undefeated this sea-
son. The pressure to remain undefeated weighs 
heavily on all three of them.

Kemerer explained how they keep finding suc-
cess as the season progresses.

“I go see Sorensen — he’s undefeated, he’s tak-
ing care of business. And then I’ve got to go out 
and do my job, and Marinelli’s doing the same 
thing,” Kemerer said. “It’s just being consistent 
and going out and wrestling hard. That’s what 
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Middle 3 the anchors

High-flying 
offenses collide

Sorensen, Kemerer, and Marinelli, the undefeated middle 
three, anchor, and even carry, the team.

BY JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

The Iowa women’s basketball team (15-5, 3-4) re-
turns home today in a pivotal matchup against the 
third-best team in the Big Ten when No. 12 Ohio State 
(16-4, 5-2) comes to town at 7 p.m.

People who enjoy watching exciting offens-
es should be in for a treat as the Buckeyes and 
Hawkeyes can both claim to be one of the best of-
fenses in the Big Ten.

Both teams have numerous scoring threats, as four 
players from both teams are currently averaging dou-
ble-digit points a game.

Not only is this game a crucial one for Iowa because 
of the opponent but also because its midseason slump 
it is trying to shake.

It’s been three games and more than two weeks 
since the Hawkeyes last tasted the sweetness of victo-
ry, and they’re itching for another dose of it. Nothing 
is sweeter than a win against one of the best teams in 
the conference

“A win over Ohio State eliminates a lot of things,” 
head coach Lisa Bluder said. “It does a lot for our ré-
sumé, a lot for our confidence; it would be amazing, 
so we have to play a really good game because there is 
no room for error with this team.”

Luckily for the Hawkeyes, the Buckeyes have seen 
a midseason slump similar to theirs, as they enter to-
night’s game on a two-game skid.

Despite its recent struggles, Ohio State has a tal-
ented and experienced squad full of seniors and ex-
cellent scorers.

 The Buckeyes’ main threat is senior guard Kelsey 

Mitchell, who leads her team, and is second in the 
country in scoring with 24.8 points per game.

 Fortunately for the Hawkeyes, they also have one of 
the country’s top scorers wearing their uniform.

 “We obviously know they have one of the best scor-
ers in the Big Ten,” Hannah Stewart said. “The good 
thing about that is so do we in Megan Gustafson.”

 Gustafson is just two spots behind Mitchell on the 
country’s top scorers list with 23.6 points per game, 
She’ll need to have a big night if the Hawkeyes hope 
to win.

But regardless of how well Gustafson plays, she 
can’t win the game alone, and she thinks teamwork is 
of paramount importance in tonight’s game.

“[We need to] just keep believing in each other,” 

Ashley Morris/The Daily Iowan
Iowa forward Megan Gustafson takes a shot in Carver-Hawkeye on Nov. 11, 2017. The Hawkeyes will play Ohio State tonight.

International swimmers bring 
culture and experience to Iowa 
while gaining a family-like team 
in return.
BY ANNA KAYSER
anna-kayser@uiowa.edu

This season, the Iowa swimming and diving team 
added three freshmen from outside the United States: 
swimmer Daniel Swanepoel from South Africa, div-
er Jonatan Posligua from Ecuador, and diver Jayah 
Mathews from Australia. 

“I think [international swimmers bring] a real op-
portunity for our team to interact with a worldwide 
flavor,” head coach Marc Long said. “Sometimes they 
come in with a higher level of international competi-

tion, so they’re used to competing on 
more of a world stage.”

Mathews is a good example of an 
athlete having experience compet-
ing on a world stage. Most notably, 
she competed at the 2014 and 2016 
World Junior Diving Championships 
in Russia. She also competed on the 
2016 and 2017 Australian National 

Team and the 2016 Australian Junior World Champi-
onship Team.

That experience isn’t the only positive addition with 
international swimmers.

“Competitively yes, they’re bringing a really great 

Iowa looks to get back on track against one of the best teams in the Big Ten in a game that should 
feature a lot of scoring.

Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa 149-pounder Brandon Sorensen competes against Oklahoma State in Carver-Hawkeye on Jan. 14. Sorensen is 
ranked second in the nation.

Lee grabs another award
On Tuesday, true freshman 

wrestler Spencer Lee won his first Big 
Ten Wrestler of the Week award. On 
Wednesday, he was named the NCAA 
Wrestler of the Week.

The honor follows his performance 
against then-top-ranked Nathan 
Tomasello of Ohio State. Lee beat the 
125-pounder with two escapes and a 
second period ride-out to win 3-2.

Tomasello is a former NCAA Cham-
pion, a three-time All-American, and a 
three-time Big Ten Champion.

The win puts Lee at 9-1 overall, 
and he has earned three wins over 
top-10 opponents. He will wrestle 
Michigan true freshman 125-pounder 
Drew Mattin at 5 p.m. Saturday in 
Carver-Hawkeye.

 
Guillory earns Big Ten honor

The Big Ten announced Wednesday 
that Hawkeye junior sprinter Briana 
Guillory was the track Athlete of the 
Week.

She earned the award for good 
reason. At the Larry Wieczorek Invita-
tional, the Antioch, California, native 
ran the fastest college 400-meter time 
in the country with a 52.95 second 
performance.

That time was just slower than her 
career best of 52.89 set at the Mt. Sac 
Relays last year and placed second 
behind 2012 Olympian Georganne 
Moline.

She also played a big role in helping 
the women’s 4x400-meter relay to 
a top-10 time in the country (3:37:37) 
with a 51.05 split on the third leg.

The Hawkeyes will return to action 
on Friday and Saturday in the Black 
and Gold Premier, which is set to be 
the last home meet of the season.

“Obviously, we’re not 
going to be satisfied 
because we’re still 2-7 in 
the league, and we think 
we can have a stretch of 
games here where we can 
get back into contention 
in the middle or even 
sneak up into the top.

— Iowa point 
guard Jordan 
Bohannon 
following Iowa’s 
80-64 win over 
Illinois
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STAT OF THE DAY

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

Swanepoel

undefeated SEE WRESTLING, 5A

Needless to say, the Iowa men’s 
basketball season has been somewhat 
less than a desired memory.

After the 2017 season ended in 
an upset loss to TCU in the NIT, the 
hope turned to this year. With a good 
majority of everyday players returning 
in 2018, there was excitement sur-
rounding this Iowa squad.

And then the season started.
Fast forward to Jan. 11 at Illinois. 

Iowa was winless in the Big Ten with its 
main hope coming from the fact that 
Illinois was also winless.

That game at Illinois went into 
overtime. OVERTIME. The Hawkeyes 
ultimately left Champaign with a win, 
and in the very least, that game put a 
tally in the win column.

That’s strike one.
Nine days later, the Iowa team 

returned to Carver-Hawkeye to take on 
No. 3 Purdue but more importantly, to 
honor a former athlete who had died 
tragically 25 years earlier.

I won’t get into the Chris Street 
story — although I highly suggest 
reading about it. What I will focus on is 
that Iowa came out flat and was never 
quite revived during the game.

The Boilermakers ran their train 
over the Hawkeyes, backed up, then 
ran over them again, even going on an 
18-0 run early. That’s 18 unanswered 
points that Iowa allowed.

If I’m being honest, that’s embar-
rassing. Strike two.

If there is a light at the end of this 
tunnel — however faint — Iowa’s perfor-
mance against Wisconsin proves it.

In an 85-67 Big Ten victory for the 
Hawkeyes (yes, they won another 
conference game), every aspect of the 
team seemed to finally mesh. While 
the Illinois game might not have been 
quite as big of a wake-up call as the 
Purdue game, those two low-points of 
the season will hopefully be the lowest 
we see in 2018.

If the Hawkeyes continue to play 
as a team as they did against Wiscon-
sin, the rest of the season could be 
fun to watch.

Plus, it can’t get much worse, right?
— Anna Kayser

Iowa has four undefeated wres-
tlers heading into the Michigan 
dual; Brandon Sorensen, Michael 
Kemerer, Alex Marinelli, and 
Sam Stoll are a combined 52-0.

SEE WOMEN'S, 5A

SEE SWIMMING, 5A
4
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The weekend in arts & entertainment

This weekend, the University of Iowa Theatre Department will host a play that brings fears and anxieties associated 
with technology’s unknown future to life. 

Feelings of disassociation surface as Tegan, 
a woman with amnesia, fails to remember 
her life, who she is, and those who surround 
her. Meanwhile, the uncertainties and ex-
tremities of technology illustrate fears and 
anxieties centered on how far is too far.

This weekend, the University of Iowa The-
ater Department will present ECHO, a play 
that depicts a fear that shows just how ex-
treme the world could become when aided by 
technology.

Instead of illustrating a dystopian theme 

like previous UI theater performances, ECHO 
has a science-fiction theme.

Protagonist Tegan interacts with a small 
piece of technology called “the echo.” As she 
does so, she is able to reconstruct a synopsis 
of her life, guiding her through her potential-
ly painful memories.

Fearful that other people will define herself 
for her, Tegan avoids even going outside, em-
phasizing fears of how others define you or 
discovering that the people in your life were 
not who you thought they were.

“[Tegan is] very lost … and there are only a 
few moments where you can actually see her 
genuinely happy,” said Victoria McFadden, 
who plays Tegan. “I think she wants to try 
to put on a show to be happy for the people 
around her, but really, she just feels lost.”

Whether it be a fear of losing one’s memory 
or a fear of the unknown future of technolo-
gy, the plot line for ECHO is largely inspired 
by fear.

“[The play illustrates the fear of] our depen-

SEE ECHO, 5B

BY RHIANA CHICKERING | rhiana-chickering@uiowa.edu

DESIGN BY ALLIE WILKERSON

PHOTO BY DAVID HARMANTAS

•  When: Jan. 19–Feb. 11, times vary

•  Where: Riverside Theatre, 
213 N. Gilbert St.

•  Cost: $12-$30 

EVENT INFO
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Album of the Week:  R&B artist St. Beauty released 
its first album, Running to the Sun, on Jan. 19. The 
sound seems inspired by Beyoncé, because the group 
features strong vocals and discusses themes of not 
putting up with unhealthy relationships. However, 
the songs also cover not being wealthy and having to 
put food back in the grocery store when the total is 
over the budget.

The album beautifully delves into the vulnerabilities 
of being human: missing people, not liking ourselves, 
heartbreak, not having enough money, and much 
more. The duo sing about the difficult relationship they have with themselves 
and how they have to be nicer to themselves. In “Stone Mountain,” the lyrics say, 
“I had a headache without a cure/Vulnerable and so insecure/Every day I would 
feel inadequate.” I think many people could probably relate to the song because 
as people, we don’t always see ourselves as others do.

Song Pick: “Colors”

All of Europe is about to be ripe with the flames of war, but the 
Ramsey family decides to take a trip to their summer home in a group 
of Scottish islands. Young James, one of the eight of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ramsey’s children, begs his father to take him out on the bay and to 
the lighthouse. Mr. Ramsey behaves gruffly toward the child and later 
shuffles off to his wife. However, the philosopher feels that he failed in 
his subject and begs his wife to tell him that she loves him.

Miss Lily Briscoe — a painter hired to paint Mrs. Ramsey’s portrait 
— eyes the families struggles. The war comes soon after the trip and 
proves that not even wealthy families can survive the horrors of war. 
For 10 years, their summer home is abandoned, and the children’s ties 
with their mother are lost with her death. Will they be able to return to 
their summer home and become friends with their insecure father?

SATURDAY, INK, 7:30 P.M., H
ANCH

ER

After serving as a surgeon in India, Patrick Sumner hopes for an 
easy trip back home. He boards a whaling boat, and hopes to make 
use of his drugs in illegal ways. However, the weather turns cold 
and icy, and Henry Drax, a member of the crew, becomes ravenous 
in anger and in fear. After committing a murder and disabling 
another man, Sumner becomes fearful for his life. Drax and Jacob 
Baxter, another member of the crew, begin to plot about ways to 
sink the ship and take as many deckhands down with it. Sumner 
hopes to outwit and outplay the duo, but how will he do it?

2B 80 HOURS

WEEKEND EVENTS

TODAY1.25

FRIDAY 1.26

SATURDAY 1.27

The Commuter is an 
action thriller about 
insurance salesman 
Michael (Liam Neeson) 
who is contacted by 
Joanna (Vera Farmiga) on 
his train ride home from 
work. She offers him a 
heavy payoff if he helps 
her locate an unknown 
person on the train 
named “Prynne.” Once he 
takes the money, Michael 
receives news that he is involved in a criminal conspiracy. With his family in danger, 
he must solve the conspiracy before the train reaches its last stop.

I, Tonya is a biographical 
film based on the life 
of figure skater Tonya 
Harding (Margot Robbie). 
Featuring a satirical 
documentary style, 
the film begins with a 
recount of her abusive 
mother (Allison Janney) 
removing Tonya from 
school and forcing her 
to ice-skate. Labeled 
as “white trash,” Tonya 
becomes a waitress after 
finishing in fourth place at 1992 Olympics. Despite receiving death threats, Tonya 
mounts a comeback. During the 1994 Olympics, Tonya winds up in the middle of a 
scandal that changes the course of her career.

— by Joshua Balicki 

— by Natalie Betz

— by Madison Lotenschtein

THE COMMUTER

I, TONYA

WORDS

FILM

FILM

• LADYBIRD, 1:30 P.M., FILMSCENE, 118 E. COLLEGE
• HAPPY FEET, 3:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• I, TONYA, 4, 6:30, & 9 P.M., FILMSCENE
• CALL ME BY YOUR NAME, 6 & 8:45 P.M., FILMSCENE
• BLADE RUNNER 2049, 8 & 11 P.M., IMU IOWA 
THEATER
• WONDERSTRUCK, 8 & 11 P.M., IMU BIG TEN THEATER

TO THE LIGHTHOUSE , BY VIRGINIA WOLF

THEATER
• STOMP. 1 P.M., DES MOINES CIVIC CENTER, 221 
WALNUT ST.
• DETROIT, 2 P.M., RIVERSIDE
• IOWA CITY COMMUNITY THREATER PRESENTS: 
SUPERIOR DOUGHNUTS, 2 P.M., JOHNSON COUNTY 
FAIRGROUNDS, 4265 OAK CREST HILL ROAD S.E.

SUNDAY 1.28

FILM

• ARTIST RESEARCH TALK, LESLIE FRIEDMAN, 5 P.M., E125 
VISUAL ARTS
• WOODY HARRELSON SCREENING & CONVERSATION, 
LOST IN LONDON, 7 P.M., IMU MAIN LOUNGE
• CAB COMEDY, ALICE WETTERLUND, 10 P.M., IMU 
HAWKEYE ROOM

• A MONSTER CALLS, 10 A.M., FILMSCENE
• CALL ME BY YOUR NAME, NOON, 3, 6, & 9 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• PHANTOM THREAD, 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, & 9:30 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• BLADE RUNNER 2049, 5, 8, & 11 P.M., IMU IOWA 
THEATER
• WONDERSTRUCK, 5, 8, & 11 P.M., IMU BIG TEN THEATER

• A MONSTER CALLS, 10 A.M., FILMSCENE
• CALL ME BY YOUR NAME, NOON, 3, 6, & 9 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• PHANTOM THREAD, 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, & 9:30 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• ROZZ-TOX NORDIC FILM SERIES: 101 REYKJAVIK, 8 
P.M.,  ROZZ TOX, 2108 THIRD AVE., ROCK ISLAND

THE NORTH WATER, BY IAN MCGUIRE

AVIATION
Buckle your seat belts, put your barstools in 

their full upright position, and fasten up those 
tray tables because it’s time for an Aviation. This 
specialty cocktail is a labor-intensive classic on 
any cocktail menu. While many would argue 
that the “real” aviation would cost lots of hard-
earned dollars with the best of ingredients … 
Don’t pay attention to those snooty noses. This 
is America. Use what you want. 

Donnelly’s Pub uses gin (obviously), Luxardo 
Maraschino Liqueur, Creme de Violette, and 
lemon juice. It’s got a bit of a dry side. If I were you 
and you were me, I’d go for a bottle of Hendrix 
gin. The floral notes of that tasty beverage play 
nice with the rest of the cocktail. The refreshing 
citrus notes hit first and foremost. Just be sure 
to tip your bartenders plenty if they’re going 
through the effort to make this Prohibition-era 
legend. Sip carefully, otherwise you just might 
beat the birds down to Acapulco Bay. Oh no …

— James Year

MUSIC

THEATER

MUSIC

• B-STAR ALBUM RELEASE, WITH HAUNTER, 9 P.M., 
GABE’S
• THREE SON GREEN, 10 P.M., YACHT CLUB
• WOLF MIXER, 10 P.M., GABE’S

• DETROIT, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE
• ECHO, 8 P.M., THEATER B

• ORCHESTRA IOWA SHOWCASE CHAMBER SERIES, “FOLK 
SONGS AND HORN CALLS,” 2:30 P.M., CORALVILLE CENTER FOR THE 
PERFORMING ARTS, 1301 FIFTH ST.

DANCE
• CAMILLE BROWN AND DANCERS, INK, 7:30 P.M., 
HANCHER

MISCELLANEOUS

THEATER

• PUB QUIZ, 9 P.M., MILL

• DETROIT, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE
• ECHO, WORKSHOP SERIES, 8 P.M., THEATER 
BUILDING THEATER B

DI

DRINK OF THE WEEK

OPENING MOVIES

LIT PICKS

ALBUM PICK
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AVIATION

MUSIC

MUSIC

• DAVE SIMONETT, 8 P.M., MILL, 120 E. BURLINGTON
• UNDERGROUND OPEN MIC, 8 P.M., YACHT CLUB, 
13 S. LINN
• DOC MILLER, RADICAL RASCALS, 10 P.M., GABE’S, 
330 E. WASHINGTON

• MIKE CARBERRY’S FIFTH-ANNUAL BIRTHDAY 
BASH & FUNDRAISER, 5:30 P.M., MILL
• FUEL ON FIRE, 9 P.M., YACHT CLUB
• SPLIT LIP RAYFIELD, 9 P.M., GABE’S

THEATER
• DETROIT, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATER, 213 
N. GILBERT

WORDS

• CALL ME BY YOUR NAME, NOON, 3, 6, & 9 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• PHANTOM THREAD, 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, & 9:30 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• EXHIBITION ON SCREEN: DAVID HOCKNEY, 7 P.M., 
ENGLERT, 221 E. WASHINGTON
• BLADE RUNNER 2049, 8 & 11 P.M., IMU IOWA THEATER
• WONDERSTRUCK, 8 & 11 P.M., IMU BIG TEN THEATER

FILM

• 2018 DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. HUMAN RIGHTS WEEK 
LECTURE, KEVIN LINDSEY, 12:40 P.M., 235 BOYD LAW BUILDING
• “LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS,” WAPSIPINICON ALMANAC, 7 
P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS, 15 S. DUBUQUE
• CREATIVE MATTERS LECTURE, CAMILLE BROWN, 7:30 P.M., 
HANCHER STRAUSS HALL
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By MADISON LOTENSCHTEIN
madison-lotenschtein@uiowa.edu

Journalism may be seen 
as the shoulders upholding 
democracy. Its range is nev-
er-ending, with its nerve in 
keeping the government in 
check and its way of inform-
ing the public of the arts, pol-
itics, and other global issues.

However, sometimes, peo-
ple want to read a fictional 
short story, delve into a his-
torical essay, or read a lengthy 
article on the environment’s 
weak state. The Wapsipinicon 
Almanac covers most corners 

of what the adventurous read-
er wishes to see on the page.

Timothy Fay, the editor and 
publisher of The Wapsipinicon 
Almanac, publishes his nota-
ble work once a year; he will 
celebrate its 24th edition at 
Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque 
St., at 7 p.m. Friday. At the 
reading, Fay and some of his 
crew of writers for this year’s 
edition will read snippets of 
columns, essays, and articles.

As a college student, Fay 
worked at the daily student 
publication, where he wrote 
articles and learned the trade 
(and jargon) of printing. 

When the eager journalist/
printer returned to Iowa, he 
found the newspapers only 
took a glance at issues that 
he thought should be writ-
ten about. With his skill in 
writing and the know-how in 
working a printing press, Fay 
started the almanac, named 
after the sparkling river not 
far from his hometown.

“I got to the point where I 
wanted to combine my inter-
est in typography and jour-
nalism,” Fay said. “There’s a 
beautiful river in northeast-
ern Iowa, near Anamosa, 
where I publish, and I decided 

to name my magazine after it. 
It’s so close to home and gives 
so much beauty to the area.”

The magazine is forged from 
the letterpress printing meth-
od, which requires expertise, 
patience, and care. Invented in 
mid-15th century by Johannes 
Gutenberg, the method calls 
for the printer to put a mov-
able type at the bottom of the 
press, place ink on it, and insert 
the paper on the printing bed, 
which gives the paper its beau-
tiful handmade look.

In most newspapers, read-
ers scan the sections for pol-
itics, the arts, metro, the oc-

casional project, and sports. 
His fledgling editions focused 
sharply on the state of Iowa, 
specifically the fading light 
of small-town Iowa. Now on 
his 24th edition, the publisher 
still focuses on Iowa but also 
branches out into other areas 
of the Midwest as well.

With the almanac, read-
ers flip to pages sections that 
cover historical essays, con-
temporary writing, environ-
mental topics, fiction, and the 
publisher’s annual column, 
“Talk of the Township.”

The almanac has provided a 
diverse group of writers every 

year since 1988. Jane Purcell, 
Jim Walters, Lynda Leidiger, 
Dena Miller, and Dean Rathje 
are a few writers who will be 
at the reading.

There are a select — well, 
not so select — few who en-
vision Iowa as a flyover state, 
the Hawkeye State, or a state 
that lacks literary and artistic 
influence. The third assump-
tion proves itself to be false, 
because of people such Fay, 
journalists, creative writers, 
and even Iowa’s rolling hills 
lit with the glow of tiny towns 
prove that there is something 
special here.

Ink uses a blend of everyday 
movements and traditional African 
dance to create a powerful display 
of African-American empowerment. 
Camille A. Brown, the creator of 
ink, roams around the stage with a 
mix of pedestrian-like motions and 
displays of modern-dance mastery.

At 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Hancher 
will welcome Brown and her dance 
company as they perform Ink, the 
third and final installment of a dance 
series focused on African-American 
identity; the first two being Mr. TOL 
E. RAncE, which was performed in 
2012, and BLACK GIRL: Linguistic Play, 
which débuted in 2015.

The shows have several common-
alities, including traditional African 
handmade instruments. The rhythms 
form the heart of the shows as the 
musical styles move from blues, jazz, 
swing, and hip-hop. Ink is no different 
from the previous two, employing per-
cussionist Wilson Torres, pianist Scott 
Patterson, and violinist Juliette Jones 
to accompany the performance.

For Brown, history and lineage 
are an important in the production.

“One aspect of my lineage that is 
brought to the piece is my connec-
tion to West Africa, particularly that 
of the Yoruba people,” Brown said. 
“I make sure to pay homage to the 
Orisha Eleguá, which is the orisha 
that is responsible for opening up 

the roads, and homage is also paid to 
my guardian orisha, Obatala.”

Brown was inspired to begin to 
use art as a vehicle for social jus-
tice after a particularly important 
conversation.

“In 2011, I was walking with a 
former CABD member and dear 
friend Mora-Amina Parker one day 
and told her that I was interested in 
doing a piece about stereotypes,” 
Brown said. “Up until this point, 
my work had been seen as being 
lighthearted, spiritually based, 
and fun, but this would be my first 
'political' and 'controversial' piece 
… Would people get it? Support it? 
With political satire, you just never 
know, but what’s the point of satire 
if you’re worried about what people 
are going to think, right?”

Ink seeks to celebrate different 
African traditions and reclaim 
African-American linage that has 
been victim to cultural appropriation. 
Brown uses her dance and dance 
styles as a way to examine parts 
of black culture/tradition that have 
been ignored by the American 

masses. Ink uses a culmination of 
traditional African dance styles, 
African-American social dance, hip-
hop, jazz, tap, and modern to depict 
pedestrian lives of African-American 
individuals and their relationships as 
they find their own liberation.

When Brown looks back on what 
led to ink and its ties to her other 
performances, there was the over-
whelming desire to tell stories.

“With ink, I felt like I still had 
more stories to tell — about love, 
brotherhood, self-acceptance, 
vulnerability, and play — all of which 
were concepts about black people 
that have historically been chal-
lenged and were explored deeply 
during the creation of the trilogy,” 
Brown said. “I wanted to reclaim 
these narratives by showcasing 
their authenticity while highlighting 
the humanity that exists which the 
work and the entire trilogy.”

In addition to Brown’s perfor-
mance on Saturday, she will also 
present a lecture at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday in Hancher’s Strauss Hall. 
The lecture will be in partnership 
with the University of Iowa Office of 

Research & Economic Development 
and is a part of its Creative Matters 
series, which seeks to find the 

creativity at the heart of human 
experience. Brown will use her 
background and perspective to talk 

about creativity and social justice.

— Katie Goodale

The pulse of the world, from the Wapsi
On Friday, Prairie Lights will host Tim Fay and his crew of writers for this year’s celebration of the 24th edition of The Wapsipinicon Almanac.

Creative Matters Lecture, 
Camille Brown
When:
7:30 p.m. Friday
Where:
Hancher Strauss Hall
Cost: Free

EVENT INFO

Ink
When:
7:30 p.m. Saturday
Where:
Hancher Hadley Stage
Cost: $10-$40

EVENT INFO

Dance of everyday, 
empowerment
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BY JOSHUA BALICKI
joshua-balicki@uiowa.edu

Standup comedian and 
actor Alice Wetterlund is 
known for her roles on the 
HBO hit series “Silicon Val-
ley” and the TBS comedy se-
ries “People on Earth.” Orig-
inally from Minnesota, she 
has performed her standup 
nationally, headlining such 
historic venues as Punchie, 
Largo, Hollywood Improv, 
Comedy Attic, and UCB The-
ater. Wetterlund has also 
made an appearance on the 
Conan O’Brien show. She is 
thrilled to make her Iowa City 

début tonight at the IMU.
Daily Iowan: What were 

some of your biggest comedic 
influences?

Wetterlund: Anthony Je-
selnik was a big part of our 
scene. Jesse Popp, who writes 
for Conan now, is an amaz-
ing standup writer. In terms 
of famous comedians, Chris 
Rock was influential to me. I 
watched him before I consid-
ered pursuing comedy. He re-
ally changed the idea of what 
standup could be for me. The 
way he dominates the stage 
— the way he is aggressive 
toward the audience in a way 
that is personal — and his 

stage persona are things that 
I can identify with.

DI: Moving from Minne-
sota to New York City for 
college — how did you break 
into the comedy business?

Wetterlund: My first big 
break came when I got a job 
on the show "Girl Code" on 
MTV. It was an awesome ex-
perience and my first comedy 
job where I was writing my 
own material. Being on the 
show got me a lot of stand-
up gigs and helped put my 
name out there. I also have to 
say that there have been a lot 
of roadblocks — a lot of mo-
ments in my career where I 

thought it was over. 
DI: Your routines feature 

personal stories. You discuss 
topics such as motherhood, 
LGBT rights, political activ-
ism, and feminism. How do 
you find a balance of discuss-
ing topical and heavy issues 
while finding a way to make 
people laugh?

Wetterlund: It is not easy. 
My job as a comedian is to 
make people laugh. People 
come to my shows to be enter-
tained, and I realize that is my 
main job. When it comes to po-
litical contexts in my act, I only 
talk about politics because that 
is what I think about. I have 

always been a political person. 
My life and experiences have 
proven that I am a very outspo-
ken woman. To me, personal is 
political.

I have worked on jobs be-
fore in which I have been 
shocked at how I have been 
treated. I realized that it was 
because I was a woman, and I 
looked the way I looked. When 
it comes to talking about sex-
ual assault, somebody asked 
me recently if I would stop do-
ing jokes and material about 
sexual assault being that it 
was opportunistic given the 
social climate. That is funny 
that from the outside it would 

be perceived that I am taking 
advantage of a situation in 
which men have taken ad-
vantage of women. To me, all 
standup is opportunistic — 
you are exploiting your own 
life and the lives of people you 
know to get laughs.

Welcome to Wetterlund — Q&A with 
standup comedian and actor
Alice Wetterlund is known for her roles on the HBO hit series 'Silicon Valley' and the TBS comedy series 'People on Earth.'

ECHO
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

dence on technology [in re-
gard to] how far will we go 
with technology — it’s very 
‘Black Mirror'-esque, ” said 
Marc Saladino, who plays 
Rainer, Tegan’s husband and 

the owner of a cloning busi-
ness.

Playwright Harrison Cook’s 
inspirations for the play came 
from research studies that fo-
cused on technology’s effects 
on people.

“There is this really good book 
by Sherry Turkle called Alone To-
gether, and it’s about how even 
though [we are in] in this age of 

connectivity, there is so much 
isolation and loneliness,” Cook 
said. “That really got my gears 
turning, and I really wanted to 
illustrate that on stage.”

Even more fearful, technology 
has seemingly become an after-
thought of our daily lives. Several 
people do not even think about 
technology and its effects largely 
because of its accessibility.

In disbelief, Cook described 
a documentary he viewed 
about the evolution of electric-
ity, which explained that elec-
tricity has become so accessi-
ble and prevalent that people 
do not think about it unless 
they are paying an electric bill 
or plugging something into an 
outlet.

As a result, Cook contem-

plated how he could make the 
technology depicted in the play 
feel so ubiquitous in society.

However, director Rob 
Petrie ensured that bouts of 
humor are incorporated into 
the play, hoping that audienc-
es will be pleasantly surprised 
by the sense of humor por-
trayed in the production.

“[ECHO] encompasses the 

fear of where things could go 
in the future …what it would 
do to us, and what we lose by 
putting so much of ourselves 
online,” said Petrie. “There is 
a quote by Plato that [explains] 
that pencils are making us less 
intelligent because what you 
write down you don’t have to 
remember, and it speaks with 
what a lot of the play is about.”

When:
10 p.m., tonight

Where:
IMU, Hawkeye Room

Cost: Free

EVENT INFO
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