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In the shutdown 
aftermath

BY EMILY WANGEN AND
SARAH WATSON
daily-i owan@uiowa.edu

As the clock struck mid-
night on the East Coast on 
Jan. 19, the federal govern-
ment began the stages of 
partially shutting down 
because the Senate failed 
to pass a stop-gap bill to 
prevent a lapse in appro-
priations. After a weekend 
of negotiating, the Senate 
voted 81-18 Monday after-
noon to pass a bill tempo-
rarily funding the federal 
government through Feb. 
8, with a promise from 
Republicans to address 
immigration, particularly 
the future of the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Ar-
rivals program. The House 
of Representatives passed 
the same bill a few hours 
later.

In a Jan. 22 statement 
released by the office 
of Sen. Chuck Grassley, 
R-Iowa, the senator said 
America’s servicemen and 
servicewomen should not 
go without a paycheck 
because of the shutdown 
(which they didn’t), which 
he attributed to Senate 

Democrats in a Jan. 20 
statement.

“It’s a shame it took 
three days and millions 
in wasted taxpayer dollars 
for common sense to pre-
vail, but I’m glad it did,” 
Grassley’s statement read. 
“If it wasn’t political, it’s 
unclear why Democrat-
ic leaders voted against 
funding the government 
on Friday but voted for it 
on Monday.”

Grassley said there was 
no good reason to shut 
down the government. He 
said he will continue to 
work with other members 
of Congress on legislation 
to enact real border secu-
rity.

According to the De-
partment of Homeland 
Security, then-President 
Barack Obama put DACA 
in place through an exec-
utive order in June 2012. 
It allowed individuals who 
came to the U.S illegally 
as children to request de-
ferred action for two years 
and was subject to renew-
al. It also included eligibil-
ity for work authorization.

DACA was rescinded 
in an announcement by 

Attorney General Jeff Ses-
sions Sept. 5 and gave Con-
gress a six-month window 
to find a solution — with a 
deadline of March 5, 2018.

The shutdown put on 
hold funding reauthori-
zation for the Children’s 
Health Insurance Pro-
gram for six years, which 
provides 80,000 Iowa chil-
dren with access to health-
care services, according 
to a Jan. 22 statement re-
leased by the office of Sen. 
Joni Ernst, R-Iowa. The 
new bill reauthorized that 
funding.

Ernst urged lawmakers 
in the House of Represen-
tatives to pass the tempo-
rary spending bill, which 
they did a few hours after 
the Senate.

In a Jan. 22 statement 
released by Ernst’s office, 
she said she hopes long-
term solutions to govern-
ment funding and DACA 
can be reached in the com-
ing weeks.

Troy Price, the chair 
of the Iowa Democratic 
Party, said Senate Repub-
licans’ refusal to compro-
mise caused the govern-
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James Year/The Daily Iowan
Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, responds to questions from the crowd at a town hall 
in the IMU on Sept. 22, 2017.

While Congress passed a spending bill to fund the 
government for another three weeks, Iowa Sens. 

Joni Ernst and Chuck Grassley look at what’s next for 
permanent solutions to government funding and DACA.
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Hawkeyes face equally 
dismal Badgers
Iowa men’s basketball faces 
Wisconsin tonight in Carver-Hawk-
eye, and neither team is having a 
memorable season. Both are a few 
years removed from NCAA Tour-
nament berths, but you wouldn’t 
be able to tell by their records this 
season. Sports, 8

With caucuses 
approaching, officials 
remind voters of new law
As the Feb. 5 party caucuses grow 
nearer, community leaders want 
everyone to know the importance 
of voting in local elections. Iowa’s 
voter-registration system changed 
in March 2017, requiring voters to 
present IDs to register. News, 3

Track superstars put Iowa 
on the map
Mar’Yea Harris and Brianna 
Guillory have both the men’s and 
women’s track teams ranked in 
the polls, thanks for their big per-
formances at the Larry Wieczorek 
Invitational over the weekend. That 
meet was a dream come true for 
Iowa. Sports, 8

Iowa gymnast adapts to 
Midwestern life

Bennet 
Huang is still 
adjusting to 
gymnastics 
at Iowa 
after living in 
California his 
entire life. One 
of the biggest 

changes for him? The weather. 
Sports, 8

Local governments plan 
new crisis center
A joint entities meeting among 
Johnson County leaders revealed 
plans for a new access center 
for mental-health resources. The 
22,000-square-foot facility will 
house detoxification, sobering, 
and crisis-stabilization units. 
News, 3

Sexual assault 
reported

At approximately 2 a.m. on 
Jan. 20, a female University 
of Iowa student was sexually 
assaulted while trying to make it 
back to her residence hall from a 
downtown business, according to 
a UI Public Safety advisory issued 
Monday night.

According to the advisory, the 
woman said the male suspect 
offered to give her a ride back to 
her residence hall, then instead 
went off course and drove her 
to a remote location where he 
sexually assaulted her before 
taking her home.

Even though this occurred off 
campus, the advisory said, the UI 
“considers the situation a matter 
of campus safety.” 

— Michael McCurdy 

News
To Know

WEATHER

HIGH
32

Mostly cloudy, very windy, turning 
somewhat sunny. Maybe.

INDEX

CLASSIFIED 
OPINIONS
DAILY BREAK
SPORTS

LOW
23

7
4
6
8

Tune in for LIVE updates
Campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage at 8:30 a.m. at 
daily-iowan.com.

Wilson

Huang

Go to daily-iowan.com 
for more content.

• The last government shutdown lasted 16 days in October 2013, when 
Congress was unable to agree on a budget for fiscal year 2014. Part of the 
problem was conservatives in the House wanted to defund Obamacare.

• Military personnel are not paid during a government shutdown unless 
Congress passes a measure ensuring they are.

• Federal student-loan funding and financial aid were not affected during 
the shutdown because it had been disbursed for the 2017-18 school year. 

• Mandatory Pell-Grant funding also remained untouched during the 
shutdown.

• Airports did not close during the government shutdown — they are seen 
as essential. Such tourist attractions as the Statue of Liberty were originally 
closed, but reopened soon after because of New York’s tourism budget. Some 
national parks remained open during the shutdown, while others did not have 
funding. 

• Post offices and Social Security offices are not closed during govern-
ment shutdowns. 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

NATIONAL POLITICS

BY MARISSA PAYNE
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

If Iowa’s public universities are 
unable to provide predictability in 
setting tuition rates, students sug-
gest the institutions should set their 
sights on being transparent about 

the realities of funding.
With potential midyear budget 

cuts looming and the vote on tui-
tion rates for the 2018-19 academic 
year delayed, the financial-aid offic-
es across the three universities gov-
erned by the regents — the Univer-
sity of Iowa, Iowa State University, 

and the University of Northern Io-
wa — have to prepare initial finan-
cial-aid award packages without 
knowing where tuition is set for the 
following academic year.

Assistant Provost Kathy Bialk, the 
UI director of financial aid, said in 
an email to The Daily Iowan that 

to prepare 2018-19 academic year 
financial-aid packages, tuition 
and fees were estimated with an 
increase of 4 percent for resident 
students and 3 percent for nonres-
idents. Tuition and fees are esti-

Future financial aid involves estimates
A delayed vote on tuition at Iowa’s regent universities results in financial-aid offices using 
estimates rather than final numbers in their financial-aid packages for students.

BY JORDAN PROCHNOW
jordan-prochnow@uiowa.edu 

Living with cancer and continuing to smoke 
can have serious repercussions — and a new 
UI program aims to help patients quit once 
and for all.

  Tobacco use can aggravate pre-existing 
conditions, notably in patients diagnosed with 
cancer. Researchers in the University of Iowa 
Holden Cancer Center have received a grant 
from the National Cancer Institute to focus 
on improving tobacco cessation in cancer pa-

tients. The grant seeks to develop strategies to 
decrease the use of tobacco after a cancer diag-
nosis.

“This project is part of a national initiative to 
identify effective strategies for improving to-
bacco treatment in comprehensive cancer cen-
ters,” UI Associate Professor Daniel Katz said in 
an email to The Daily Iowan. “The overall prev-
alence of tobacco use in cancer patients at the 
Holden Comprehensive Cancer Center was 19 
percent in 2016, which is similar to the national 

Cancer center helps 
patients quit smoking
Holden Cancer Center receives a $500,000 grant to develop new 
strategies to improve tobacco cessation in cancer patients.

Iowa City Ped 
Mall shooting 
trial begins 
this week 
The accused in the shootings, 
Lamar Wilson, will reportedly  be 
the first defendant to use Iowa’s 
new stand-your-ground defense.

Lamar Wilson, 24 is charged with first-degree 
murder, two counts of attempted murder, criminal 
gang participation, and three counts of intimidation 
with a dangerous weapon.

Jury selection began monday on the trial, which 
is expected to last two or three days. Sixth District 
Judge Paul Miller ruled on Nov. 3 he will decide if 

Wilson’s motion to be granted 
immunity should be passed until 
after the jury reaches a verdict in 
the trial.

Two victims were wounded 
during the August shooting, and 
Kaleek Jones of Iowa City was 
killed. Officers said Wilson admit-
ted to firing several rounds follow-

ing the incident.
Wilson’s trial was first set to start Nov. 27, but Wil-

son gave up his right to a speedy trial.
The trial will see the use of Iowa’s new “stand your 

ground” defense, which says people may protect 
themselves and others by using deadly force. Wilson 
has pleaded not guilty to the charges against him.

– Kayli Reese

Photo Illustration by Nick Rohlman
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Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, speaks with members of the media during the 
third-annual Joni Ernst Roast & Ride fundraiser at Big Barn Harley Davidson 
in Des Moines on June 3, 2017. 
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POPPING AT THE CINEMA

James Year/The Daily Iowan
Box office associate Sean Demers gets some popcorn for a hungry customer at FilmScene on Monday. Demers, who has worked at the establishment 
for more than three years, enjoys the perks of the job, including the fresh popcorn.

Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
A joint meeting of area government leaders takes place at the Coralville City Hall on Monday. Two significant 
items on the agenda include new measures to increase transportation accessibility as well as a new center for 
those needing mental-health assistance.

SHUTDOWN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

TUITION
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

TOBACCO
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Area officials discuss new center, transportation possibilities
The joint entities meeting on Monday discussed plans for a new crisis center and increased transportation for Iowa City.
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BY JORDAN PROCHNOW
jordan-prochnow@uiowa.edu

Measures to support 
transportation and mental 
health will be coming to the 
Iowa City area.

On Monday, members 
from various city and ar-
ea councils and boards 
took part in a joint entities 
meeting to discuss new pro-
grams for Johnson County.

Two of the most prevalent 
topics included new trans-
portation measures for 
Iowa City as well as a new 
access center for individu-
als needing mental-health 
resources.

The new access center, 
which has been budgeted 
and is currently seeking a 
property for construction, 
is waiting on financial sup-
port from various towns in 
Johnson County to complete 
the project.

In a previous statement, 
officials assumed that the 
county would contribute 
40 percent of capital, Iowa 
City would contribute 40 
percent, and Coralville and 
North Liberty would each 

contribute 10 percent.
It is currently unclear 

how much assistance the 
University of Iowa will pro-
vide, either concerning cap-
ital or health-care resourc-
es.

According to a report 
published by the Johnson 
County Board of Supervi-
sors, the 22,000-square-foot 
facility will house detoxi-
fication, sobering, and cri-
sis-stabilization units.

The term “access center” 
is used universally for this 
type of facility to promote 
patient access to immedi-
ate stabilization, treatment, 
and connections.

The center will strive to 
be an area for safe handling 
and care of mentally unsta-
ble individuals rather than 
sending them to a hospital 
or jail.

“It is a way to approach 
and deal with individuals 
having a mental-health inci-
dent to deal better and more 
humanely with them and to 
de-escalate the situation,” 
Supervisor Vice Chair Lisa 
Green-Douglass said. “We 
need to do better. We need 

to provide a place where in-
dividuals having incidents 
involving mental health can 
get services and connec-
tions with other resources.”

The center is not to be 
confused with the Crisis 
Center of Johnson County, 
which provides assistance 
to those in need of emotion-
al, food, or financial sup-
port.

According to its website, 
the Crisis Center “provides 
immediate support through 
our crisis intervention, food 
bank, and emergency assis-
tance and community inter-
vention programs.”

“A lot of people have been 
working on this for a long 
time, and I would say that 
we are very, very close to 
bringing this to fruition,” 
Iowa City City Councilor 
Susan Mims said. “The only 
places right now where law 
enforcement can take these 
individuals are jails or emer-
gency rooms, and this type 
of center would be helpful.”

The second item on the 
agenda focused on increas-
ing transportation options 
in Iowa City.

City Manager Geoff Fru-
in said the city has not yet 
decided on a scope for the 
project, but the council will 
likely deliberate about that 
in February.

Fruin said officials are 
open to other agencies that 

want to explore the new 
transportation opportuni-
ties, and they hope to get a 
consultant on board for the 
start of the fiscal year, July 1.

“We will dig deep into our 
ridership numbers and other 
data to determine how best 

to serve the public going for-
ward,” Fruin said.

The prospective increase 
will take place under new 
Transportation Services Di-
rector Darian Nagle-Gamm, 
who will begin her position 
on Feb. 1.

mated to total $9,273.50 for 
residents and $31,491.50 for 
nonresidents.

“All three regent universi-
ties are using these estimated 
tuition-increase percentages 
for purposes of determining 
students’ financial aid eligi-
bility,” Bialk said. “Students 
will be notified if there are 
any necessary financial-aid 
award revisions once the 
2018-19 rates are approved by 
the Iowa Board of Regents.”

The regents organized a 
Tuition Task Force, which 
involved university officials, 

regents, students, state legis-
lators, and the public during  
the summer of 2017 to come 
up with solutions to the prob-
lem of lagging state support, 
with the ultimate goal being 
to achieve predictability so 
student and families can bet-
ter plan for their educational 
expenses.

For two consecutive sum-
mers, the regents voted to 
hike tuition above the rates 
approved in December, 
which is when the regents 
typically take the final vote 
on tuition rates.

Regent President Mike 
Richards has said that the 
regents would only vote on 
tuition rates once.

Despite the intention to 

improve the timetable of set-
ting tuition rates, the first 
reading scheduled for the re-
gents’ February meeting and 
the final vote is not set to take 
place until June.

Tristan Schmidt, the UI 
Student Government direc-
tor of Academic Affairs, said 
education about students’ 
financial-aid options and 
providing students with a 
knowledge of financial litera-
cy is important given the cost 
of higher education.

“There’s just a part of that 
financial aspect that you 
don’t comprehend until 
you’re fully there, and it just 
becomes such a big pressure 
for the rest of your life,” he 
said. “I don’t think any stu-

dent should have to deal with 
that.”

Schmidt also stressed the 
importance of the institution 
communicating the potential 
for rising tuition to students 
and discussing initiatives that 
will “help alleviate some of 
the pressure that comes from 
those increases [and] will cre-
ate innovative solutions that 
help students.”

The DI previously reported 
that former UISG President 
Rachel Zuckerman emailed 
the Tuition Task Force urging 
for transparency and consis-
tency from the regents and in-
stitutions to allow for students 
and families to plan for the full 
cost of a degree.

“It is dishonest to say that the 

University of Iowa has the low-
est resident tuition in the Big 
Ten if our leaders are actively 
pursuing a strategy that brings 
tuition to the median of that 
peer group,” Zuckerman said.

However, in discussions 
about the UI’s peer institu-
tions and cost, UI President 
Bruce Harreld previously 
told the DI it seems people 
have lost perspective on the 

dynamic between quality and 
price.

“If you don’t like the peer 
group, let’s change the peer 
group,” he said. “Let’s … be in 
the big leagues. … We have 
a set of choices: who do we 
want to be, who do we want to 
aspire to, and I think this in-
stitution has a long history of 
aspiring to be the best of the 
best.”

ment shutdown.
“This government shut-

down is the direct result of 
the Republican Party’s refus-
al to engage in productive bi-
partisanship,” Price’s state-
ment read, “These Iowans 
[lawmakers] seem to have 
forgotten that they were 

sent to Washington to serve 
the people of our state, not 
use us as bargaining chips.”

Senate Minority Lead-
er Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., 
said on Twitter Monday

afternoon that he expects 
Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., to 
fulfill his commitment to the 
Senate and abide by the Re-
publicans’ promise to reach 

an agreement on DACA.
President Donald Trump 

on Monday evening signed 
the spending bill.

A bipartisan group of 
more than 20 senators had 
worked to find a solution to 
the shutdown. McConnell 
introduced the stop gap-bill 
to reopen the government to 
the Senate Monday morn-
ing.

The last government shut-
down lasted 16 days in Octo-

ber 2013. That shutdown was 
reported by CNN as being 
the most costly government 

shutdown at the time and 
was estimated to have cost 
the economy $20 billion.

prevalence in cancer patients 
after receiving a cancer diag-
nosis.”

The $500,000, given to Katz 
and UI Associate Professor 
Mark Vander Weg will be used 
to work with nursing staff 
in order to provide cessation 
counseling tailored to the pa-
tient’s readiness to quit tobac-
co. The team will also work to 
create a patient registry in the 
health-care information sys-
tem to facilitate treatment.  

“The treatments associated 
with the greatest success are 
those that combine behavioral 
counseling with medication,” 
Vander Weg said. “Unfortu-
nately, the vast majority of 
smokers who do make a quit 
attempt do so without assis-
tance and without using any 
of the medications that are 
available.”

Katz said the goals for the 
grant are to integrate tobacco 
treatment without increasing 
the burden on clinical staff, to 
provide intensive and personal-
ized care to achieve efficiency, 
and to arrange for long-term 
treatment that reduces the risk 

of relapse between visits.
“Tobacco use by cancer pa-

tients is associated with several 
adverse outcomes, including in-
creased overall (and cancer-spe-
cific) mortality, diminished 
effectiveness of cancer treat-
ments, and increased risk of 
second primary cancers,” Katz 
said. “Cigarette smoke and its 
constituents have been shown 
to increase cancer cell prolifer-
ation, migration, and invasion.”

  The grant comes from the 
NCI’s Cancer Center Cessation 
Initiative, part of the Cancer 
Moonshot Program.

  The initiative, started in 
2017, covers almost 25 centers 

throughout the nation. The 
Coordinating Center, located 
at the University of Wisconsin 
Carbone Cancer Center, will 
ensure that all of the funded 
centers maintain the same level 
of organization and specialized 
care.

  According to the website, 
the Cancer Moonshot Program 
“aims to make more therapies 
available to more patients, while 
also improving our ability to 
prevent cancer and detect it at 
an early stage.”

 The program was established 
as a collaboration between the 
Cancer Moonshot Task Force 
and external experts, including 

the National Cancer Advisory 
Board.

 In December 2016, Congress 
passed the 21st Century Cures 
Act, giving $1.8 billion in fund-
ing to the Cancer Moonshot 
program over seven years. An 
initial $300 million was allocat-
ed for fiscal 2017.

  “People who are diagnosed 
with a smoking-related illness 
such as cancer often feel as 
though there is no point in quit-
ting, or that ‘the damage is al-
ready done,’ ” Vander Weg said. 
“However, it is never too late to 
quit smoking.  Stopping smok-
ing is associated with numerous 
benefits for those with cancer.”

 Researchers hope the grant 
will affect patients positively, 
improving their treatment 
and quality of life.

  “I believe that a program 
to help cancer patients stop 
smoking would be extremely 
beneficial to the University of 
Iowa,” freshman Rowan Ber-
gen said. “I had two grandpar-
ents who passed away due to 
lung cancer, and they smoked 
even after they were diag-
nosed and were told by their 
doctors to quit. Any help that 
patients can receive would 
be life-saving and would in-
crease their life expectancy 
greatly.”

'However, simply put, our federal government 
cannot continue "operating" from one short-

sighted, Band-Aid funding bill to another.'
— Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa

'It’s a shame it took three days and millions in wasted 
taxpayer dollars for common sense to prevail, but 
I’m glad it did. If it wasn’t political, it’s unclear why 

Democratic leaders voted against funding the 
government on Friday but voted for it on Monday.'

— Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa
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Civic engagement goes beyond turning 
out to vote every four years or so
Student leaders and local officials encourage those residing in Johnson County to stay engaged at all levels of politics 
and turn out at the polls.
BY MARISSA PAYNE
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

Turning out at the polls is 
merely the first step of civic 
engagement.

As Feb. 5 party caucus-
es approach across Iowa, 
student leaders and local 
officials want people to un-
derstand the importance 
of voting in all elections — 
federal, state, and local — 
and be equipped with the 
knowledge of how to regis-
ter to vote.

Iowa’s voter-registration 
system changed in March 
2017, when then-Iowa Gov. 
Terry Branstad signed 
House Study Bill 93 into 
law. Under the new law, 
by Jan. 1, 2019, voters must 
show driver’s licenses, or 
non-driver’s IDs; passports, 
military IDs, veterans IDs, 
or voter-ID cards before be-
ing able to vote.

Those without the nec-
essary forms of ID may use 

someone to attest to their 
identity, or they will be of-
fered a provisional ballot.

Iowa Secretary of State 
Paul Pate’s office mailed 
around 123,000 registered 
voters without Iowa driver’s 
licenses or non-driver’s IDs 
free voter-ID cards in De-
cember 2017.

Johnson County Auditor 
Travis Weipert said the Au-
ditor’s Office will also make 
an effort to inform voters 
about the changes, and will 
soon release a video through 
Iowa City Public Television 
about the changes to elimi-
nate confusion about voting 
requirements.

“We’re scared that they 
might be turned away not 
knowing what the voter-ID 
law entails,” Weipert said. 
“They still have the right to 
vote here in Iowa, but they 
might not think that. That’s 
our biggest fear is a lot of 
them will be turned away in 
the gubernatorial election 

or feel like they shouldn’t 
come out and vote because 
they don’t have the right to 
anymore.”

In a place such as John-
son County, communication 
about the changes is key on 
the University of Iowa cam-
pus. Student voters make up 
a sizable portion of Johnson 
County, with the total popula-
tion sitting at around 130,000, 
and fall 2016 enrollment at the 
UI being more than 33,000.

Millennial voter turnout in 
the U.S. increased in the last 
election. According to the Pew 
Research Center, 49.4 per-
cent of eligible voters voted 
in 2016, up from 46.4 percent 
in 2012. When the voter-ID 
legislation was introduced in 
2017, student leaders from Io-
wa’s public universities voiced 
concerns that this would cre-
ate a barrier preventing stu-
dents from voting.

Luke McClanahan, the 
Graduate & Professional 
Student Government gov-

ernmental relations co-chair, 
said students sometimes 
forget how important it is to 
vote — especially in local elec-
tions — because of their busy 
schedules.

“Some students who may-
be are apathetic toward 
local politics or politics in 
general, especially being in 
school, you don’t know if 
you’re going to be around 
in that community,” he said. 
“If you’re voting for certain 
individuals, people might 
not be thinking that long-
term.”

McClanahan said events 
such as the City Council 

candidate forum held in 
fall 2016 are essential to im-
proving turnout rates and 
interest in local politics.

Mitchell Dunn, the UI 
Student Government di-
rector of governmental re-
lations, said UISG has had 
success with encouraging 
students to register to vote 
using tools such as Turbo-
Vote, and sharing informa-
tion about voter registra-
tion on the T. Anne Cleary 
Walkway and through res-
ident assistants in the resi-
dence halls.

Now, he said, it’s about 
getting people engaged 

with issues on the local and 
state level as well as the 
federal level. Issues rang-
ing from funding for state 
universities to housing af-
fordability are addressed at 
those levels of government, 
so Dunn said it is important 
that students are informed.

“At the end of the day, the 
levels of government that 
most touch an individual’s life 
is your state and local govern-
ment,” he said. “It gets far less 
attention than it should, and 
I really think it’s making sure 
that the issues that are hap-
pening at the state level that 
students are aware.”

UISG returns with spring ideas
A mid-winter conference of Big Ten schools fuels some UISG proposals, addressing food insecurity and the DREAM act.
BY SARAH WATSON
sarah-e-watson@uiowa.edu

As students settle in to 
classes for the spring semes-
ter, campus student-leaders 
put into motion ideas gar-
nered from an annual win-
ter-break conference.

At a conference over Mar-
tin Luther King Day week-
end, student leaders collab-
orated with other Big Ten 
school representatives to ad-
dress problems facing college 
campuses and to advocate for 
Big Ten students.

Members of the University 
of Iowa Student Government 
attended the Association of 
Big Ten Students conference 
Jan. 12-14, in which they met 
in round-table discussions 
and sponsored two legislative 

bills: one supporting a no-
strings-attached solution to 
support university students 
previously protected by DA-
CA, and another addressing 
food insecurity.

The conference meets 
three times a year, and stu-
dent representatives from 
the 14 Big Ten schools discuss 
ideas and collaborate on ini-
tiatives aimed to better advo-
cate for students.

On Jan. 13 and 14, stu-
dents passed resolutions in 
a legislative session in the 
Michigan Capitol supporting 
action to address textbook 
affordability, support for DA-
CA students, the creation of 
a Middle Eastern and North 
African identity category, 
establishment of an affirma-
tive-consent policy, and food 

insecurity.
UI Sen. Abigail Simon 

wrote one resolution pertain-
ing to food insecurity. It lob-

bied for Big 
Ten schools 
to expand lo-
cations that 
accept SNAP 
on college 
campuses.

The Sup-
p l e m e n t a l 

Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram, formerly known as 
food stamps, is a federal pro-
gram that aims to provide 
nutritious meals to low-in-
come individuals who meet 
certain requirements.

“It would basically be 
working with dining halls 
because SNAP has very strict 
restrictions on what loca-

tions need to offer, income, 
work,” Simon said. “There are 
a lot of criteria, but I think if 
students are SNAP eligible, I 
think they become a lot less 
vulnerable to food insecurity 
if they can use those SNAP 
funds on campus.”

The resolution also sup-
ported expansion of campus 
food pantries and gardens — 
both of which the UI has.

Another resolution UISG 
sponsored was in support 
of a “Clean DREAM Act.” 
The resolution voted for the 
student presidents of the 
association to draft a letter 
to legislators in support of 
a path to citizenship for the 
nearly 800,000 immigrants 
who came to the U.S. illegally 
as children without putting 
in place such extra barriers 

as additional border security, 
detention centers, or interior 
enforcement.

Other resolutions passed 
at the conference outlined 
lack of North African/Mid-
dle Eastern identification as 
a concern, citing that many 
people from those areas of-
ten had to identify as “white” 
on applications. Other res-
olutions committed the Big 
Ten schools to support the 
Affordable College Textbook 
Act and to support affirma-
tive consent policies when 
addressing sexual assault.

“It all applies. I was very 
happy, from what I’ve heard, 
this conference was proba-
bly the most ‘impactful’ in 
terms of legislation,” UISG 
Director of Student Services 
Kyle Scheer said.

Representatives also met 
in smaller discussion groups 
— called round tables — on 
what their student govern-
ments have been working on 
in a single area of focus.

UI Sen. Sara Bultsma, who 
sits on the Student Alloca-
tion and Budgeting Com-
mittee and the Academic 
Affairs Committee said she 
will bring back ideas on how 
to remove bias from the stu-
dent government budgeting 
process in a finance and al-
locations roundtable discus-
sion.

“I could hear about how 
other Big Ten schools han-
dle their budgets and how 
they communicate projects,” 
Bultsma said. “That will di-
rectly relate to UISG’s strate-
gic plan.”

Simon



There is no doubt that bi-
partisanship has been on the 
decline for many years, but the 
2016 election created a dramat-
ic rift in our country’s ability to 
listen to and respect those with 
dissenting opinions. According 
to a study done by Pew Research 
Center in 2017, “The shares of 

Democrats and Republicans 
who have very unfavorable opin-
ions of the other party are much 
higher today than in the 1990s. 
In the yearly average for 2017, 44 
percent of Democrats and Dem-
ocratic-leaners said they had 
a very unfavorable view of the 
GOP, while 45 percent of Repub-
licans and Republican-leaners 
said the same thing about the 
Democratic Party.”

This estrangement of “the 
other side” has led not only to a 
divided public, but to a divided 
government, making bipartisan 
decisions nearly impossible and 
frustrating the American people.

In an unanticipated turn of 
events, representatives from all 
corners of the political spectrum 

hailed the new year by calling for 
an increased effort to improve 
bipartisanship, despite the statis-
tics. Both Republicans and Dem-
ocrats from across the country 
have called for cooperation, and 
in light of the present (now over) 
government shutdown, they are 
calling loudly.

While both parties are claim-
ing a desire to cooperate, no ac-
tual effort of joint action has been 
demonstrated. Despite a likely 
honest desire to find common 
ground, the general hostility 
toward the opposing party has 
caused an inevitable halt in bipar-
tisan efforts. Congress is guilty 
of blaming the other side for its 
lack of success, and its members’ 
backhanded insults are making 

compromise impossible.
Amid the government shut-

down, the White House’s voice-
mail was altered to say, “Unfor-
tunately, we cannot answer your 
call today because congressional 
Democrats are holding gov-
ernment funding — including 
funding for our troops and oth-
er national-security priorities 
— hostage to an unrelated im-
migration debate.”

In a similarly blaming fashion, 
Democratic senators have been 
speaking out against their Re-
publican counterparts. Rep. Ted 
Lieu, D-Calif., asked the House 
of Representatives on Sunday 
night, “How did we get here?” 
and answered his own question 
in a later tweet stating, “Because 

House and Senate Republicans 
refuse to do their jobs.”

This administration has an 
inexorable need to condemn its 
opposition. President Donald 
Trump has proved throughout 
his first year in office through 
his sophomoric antics and 
rhetoric that he believes his 
truth is the only truth, and our 
Congress is no different. If the 
government truly wants to find 
common ground and reach an 
agreeable compromise, then the 
compromising must start with 
each side addressing each other 
and finding some way to respect 
and listen to the opposing side.

Congress needs to stop bat-
tling among itself, hiding behind 
social-media platforms and pet-

tily complaining how abhorrent 
the other side is. The truth of 
the matter is that both sides are 
guilty of causing this extreme 
divisiveness, and the only way to 
get closer to agreement is to rec-
ognize one’s own fault and put 
aside all trivial antics.

The same Pew Research 
Center study noted above 
states, “In 1994, fewer than 20 
percent of people in both par-
ties had a very unfavorable 
view of the opposing party.”

Successful bipartisanship has 
been attained before. If congres-
sional representatives are inca-
pable of a task as simple as find-
ing a way to respect each other in 
order to better our country, then 
it’s about time we vote them out.
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So we’re government-less.
I don’t know about you, but I 

feel bereft, lonely, at a loss. With-
out the government, I mean. 
The government was always 
kind of like an imaginary friend, 
which is sort of fitting, because 
so much of the time, the govern-
ment seems imaginary, though 
somewhat less than friendly.

So I wander around and 
wonder around, looking at all 
the high-rises that have popped 
up or are in the process of pop-
ping up, wondering if they’re 
the wave of the future or per-
haps the waive of the future. 
As in, the people waive their 
senses (and in some cases, the 
property taxes), and the future 
grinds on, never waiving back.

You ever notice you can nev-
er catch up with the future? 
Probably there’s an app for that.

I admit, the local high-rises 
aren’t like real high-rises, the 
kind you find in big American 
cities and then wish you hadn’t. 
You know, the kind that create 
big-city skylines and big-city 
canyons and big-city wind tun-
nels. “Look upon my works and 
despair.” Or words to that effect.

Actually, I like living in 
big cities, despite their Ozy-
mandias theme-park feel.

Sometimes, in order to 
stay grounded, humans have 
to wander around in theme 
parks because otherwise, the 
whole Trumpster/Republi-
can/Democrat shenanigans 
start to seem like real life.

Also, it’s good to wander in 
the Ozymandias theme parks 
because it reminds you that the 
lyric English poet Shelley was 
married to the woman who in-
vented Frankenstein’s monster.

And actually, we’re not tru-
ly government-less. We’re 
partially government-less, be-
cause we only have a partial 

gov’t shutdown (if it’s partial, it 
should be gov’t). It goes back to 
the Ancient Greek philosophi-
cal debate about the window, 
half-open or half-closed?

The Ancient Greeks are still 
going back and forth about 
this somewhere. Quite pos-
sibly in Gweece, given the 
state of that economy. I bring 
this up only for the benefit of 
those benighted souls who 
believe that congressional de-
bate, and baseball games, go 
on and on and on too long.

You can look at the matter this 
way: As long as Congress-type 
people (we’re assuming they’re 
still human) are yakking, they’re 
not taking any action that might 
harm you. Or disgust you. Of 
course, they might be harming 
the yaks. (Sorry, Mongolia.)

As far baseball goes, there 
are two kinds of people in 
this life: Those who under-
stand baseball and those who 
believe life should be more 
like stock-car races (grease, 
pollution, and crashes).     

And as far as the partial 
gov’t shutdown goes, it came 

down to this: our esteemed 
leaders were basically playing 
Ping-Pong with the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of hu-
man beings called Dreamers. 

But now, word reaches us, 
the government shutdown is 
over. The Democrats caved (ex-
cept for a few, Bernie Sanders, 
Elizabeth Warren, Cory Booker, 
Kamala Harris, Kirsten Gilli-
brand among them) and voted 
to reopen the gov’t in exchange 
for a promise by Sen. Mitch Mc-
Connell to work on DACA.

You can decide for yourself 
how much you trust the word of 
a Republican from Kentucky.

Meanwhile, the fallout from 
gov’t continues. Surprise, sur-
prise. Vice President Mike 
Pence, close at hand in Israel, 
claimed that the shutdown 
was engineered by Democrats 
and cost our people in the mil-
itary pay and benefits.

Hmm. Our people in the 
military are (and were) paid up 
through Feb. 1. At the risk of 
sounding like Bill Belichick (nev-
er a great fate, outside of all the 
Super Bowl rings), it’s not Feb. 1.

So our people in the military 
really lost nothing in terms of 
pay and benefits. And if you 
were truly concerned about 
the welfare of our people in the 
military, you could stop send-
ing them into harm’s way for 
a few square meters of desert.

And what about the 
Dreamers and DACA, you 

wonder? There’s a promise. 
So basically, they’re still 
playing Ping-Pong with 
hundreds of thousands of 
lives. Sorry, Dreamers. 

And in the midst of all 
this, you just have to wonder 
how many Congress-type 
people think we’re talking 
about Dhaka. 

COLUMN

Reality goes theme park, trust us, goes gov’t

BEAU ELLIOT
beauelliot@gmail.com

COLUMN

Iowa farming must prioritize 
water quality

I live on 40 acres in rural John-
son County, an oasis of prairie, 
woodland, and wetland in the 
midst of row crops. Here, I work 
to restore the native oak-hickory 
savanna and add more prairie. 
This is a huge project that re-
quires hard labor, REAP money 
from the Department of Natural 
Resources, and an investment 
of time. I care deeply about our 
land — I’m even thinking of get-
ting a topological map of it tat-
tooed onto my arm.

If you drive around in the coun-
try in Iowa, you can see that ours is 
a highly industrialized landscape. 

Our rolling hills are beautiful, but 
you can’t ignore the fact that farm-
ing has reshaped our land. Our 
state’s economy relies on it — agri-
business is here to stay.

But farming on that industrial 
scale creates problems. Far too 
many of our waterways are pollut-
ed. I’ve seen this at my own place, 
where the frog populations in the 
swampy areas have declined. And 
as a state, we’re contributing to 
pollution problems downstream 
— the “dead zone” in the Gulf of 
Mexico. Our state Legislature has 
not passed a water-quality bill, 
and the one under consideration 
won’t force agribusiness to use 
their billions in profits to clean up 
the water crisis they’ve created.

Shouldn’t agribusinesses 
be responsible for cleaning up 
the messes they make instead 
of passing that cost to Iowa 
taxpayers? Why are we giving 
them a break on this? It’s not as 
if they’re going to pick up their 
farming operations and move 
somewhere else. The land is 
Iowa. We live on this land. We 
drink the water and breathe the 
air. Iowans need a water-quali-
ty law that demands that agri-
business take responsibility.

To stay up-to-date on wa-
ter-quality bills, visit www.
cciaction.org.

-— Sarah Prineas
Solon

An Iowa resident reflects on 
changing state

I am 80 years old, an Io-
wan born and bred and edu-
cated at UI. A daughter lives 
in Iowa City. We own prop-
erty. I love the state. I have 
always regarded Iowans as 
common sensible, reason-
able, intelligent — I’ve never 
met an illiterate person.

Now, I find the Legis-
lature has, among other 
things, legalized sawed-off 
shotguns, approved stand-
your-ground laws, sharp-
ly cut public-educational 
funds, and at the same time 
turned a nearly billion-dol-

lar surplus into a multimil-
lion-dollar deficit.

Do Iowans really fear their 
neighbors so much they legal-
ize weapons banned in civi-
lized states since before I was 
born? And give them to chil-
dren? Do they now have so lit-
tle regard for life they approve 
killing an aggressor even if giv-
en an equally available means 
of escape without killing? Do 
they really approve crippling 
the public-educational system 
of a state once regarded as the 
envy of the entire nation? Do 
they punish victims of rape 
and incest twice, once with 
the original crime and second 
by forcing them to carry preg-

nancy to term even at risk of 
their life? Do they really ap-
prove a governor supposedly 
of the entire population who 
gives a speech promoting the 
idea that one party, the Demo-
crats, is trying to sabotage the 
actions of the other?

I once supposed I might like 
to retire to Iowa City, a delight-
ful small-college town. Active, 
intellectual, Big Ten sports, 
safe, four seasons. No more. 
Now I must reconsider those 
plans, as should anyone else. 
Apparently, the population has 
changed sharply and not for 
the better.

-— John Rasmussen
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Bipartisanship cannot be 
achieved without respect
Without regard for the opposition, there is no hope of creating successful bipartisan Legislature.

ELLA LEE
ella-lee@uiowa.edu

Today’s letters to the editor call on the Iowa Legislature to prioritize water quality, gun control, bipartisanship.

Dream on, Dreamers, and other reality bites swirl through Washington as the gov’t goes on vacation, then doesn’t.
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STUDENTS

and the men’s 4x400 relays to 
finish the way they did — you 
can’t script that."

The 4x400 relays were a 
spectacle, and the results 
were kind to Iowa.

“It’s my dream, it’s my vi-
sion, and everyone supported 
it," Woody said. “I can’t say 
enough about that.”

First, in the women’s 
4x400, the women fell be-
hind when there was a mis-
hap on the baton exchange 
between two of the runners. 
Briana Guillory made up for 
the time lost in her split, fin-
ishing in just 51.034 seconds. 
Thanks to Guillory, Iowa 
prevailed.

In the men’s 4x400 re-
lays, there was the same lev-
el of drama. The Hawkeye 
men handed the baton to 
All-American Mar’yea Har-
ris, trailing LSU and the Ti-

ger Olympians, and it stayed 
liked that for most of Harris’ 
split. On the last curve, Har-
ris accelerated, passing both 
runners and taking home 
first for the Iowa men. He 
ran his split in just 45.59 sec-
onds.

Guillory and Harris may 
have been heroes for their re-
lay teams, but it wasn’t their 
lone accomplishment on the 
day.

Guillory set a personal best 
time in the 400 meters and 
was only edged by an Olympi-
an, Georganne Moline. Guil-
lory’s time of 52.95 seconds is 
currently first in the country.

Harris also competed in 
the 400 meters, running it 
in 46.50 seconds, putting 
him seventh in the world for 
this year. He just barely lost 
to two professionals in the 
event — Fred Kerley and A.J. 
Bailey.

“Personally, I’ve always 
looked up to those guys,” 
Harris said. “It means a lot 
to me to show that I’m able to 

compete with the best.”
The invitational further 

proved that the Iowa track 
and field team is on the way 
up. Although Woody is at 
the helm now, a lot of credit 
still needs to be paid to Wiec-
zorek.

“I’ve always been interest-
ed in making track and field 
spectator-friendly, but it’s 
not always presented that 
way,” Wieczorek said. “To-
night, it was.”

The next meet for Iowa will 
be the Black and Gold Pre-
mier at the Recreation Build-
ing on Saturday.

TRACK
CONTINUED FROM 8

Kaji 
injured; 
season on 
hold
The GymHawks 
will have spots to 
fill in at least three 
events after an 
injury benches one 
of the top athletes.

Sophomore gymnast Clair 
Kaji was injured on Jan. 19 
in Iowa’s meet against Ohio 
State. 

She finished her beam rou-
tine in the third event of the 
night with a score of 9.850. 
She was then scratched from 
the floor routine. 

Monday at practice, Kaji re-
turned to the gym in a walking 
boot and on a scooter. 

The sophomore was named 
to the Big Ten watch list at 
the beginning of the season, 
and she is a top athlete on the 
uneven bars, beam, and floor 
routine. 

In 2017, Kaji competed in 
every meet. Against Northern 
Illinois, she recorded a season 
high 9.875 on the uneven bars. 
She also posted a season high 
on the floor at Iowa State, with 
a 9.925.

— Anna Kayser

Hoops hopes alive? Or busted?
With Iowa sitting at one game below .500, two sports reporters debate: Can Iowa salvage its season?

Yes
 Is Iowa’s basketball season 

salvageable?
Well, theoretically, yes. But 

it would be madness. 
And we’re going to have to 

be theoretical throughout this 
conversation because … well, 
it’s pretty obvious. Iowa’s 
single Big Ten win is over Il-
linois. And it lost to Rutgers. 
But that’s in the past. And the 
Hawkeyes will have to put a 
lot behind them to turn this 
ship around.

The next game on Iowa’s 
schedule is Wisconsin. And 
that’s where the Hawkeyes 
have to start if they’re going to 
play in March. Wins are mo-
mentum. And Iowa has four 
unranked opponents in a row. 
Sounds like momentum.

After that run, they have 

Michigan State, Ohio State, 
and Michigan. But we’ll tack-
le those hurdles when we get 
there.

Back to Wisconsin. A win 
in Carver against a struggling 
Badger team will at least get 
the Black and Gold ball spin-
ning, which will hopefully 
keep spinning through Ne-
braska, Minnesota, and Penn 
State. That would be pretty 
cool.

It would be even cooler if Io-
wa upset the Spartans, then the 
Buckeyes, then the Wolverines.

Then it’s the homestretch 
of the regular season: Indiana, 
Minnesota, and Northwestern. 
Winnable games. Theoretically.

They said it was impossible 
to send a man to the moon. 
They also said it was impos-
sible for Iowa to turn this sea-
son around. I’ll let you do your 
own math.

And if all else fails — which 
is probable — Iowa could 
just pull a quick one and tear 
through the Big Ten Tourna-
ment as the very, very, very 
unlikely underdogs. Then 
they could ruin millions of 
brackets around the nation 
and make a run in March. 
That would be madness, so 
why not?

No
It’s safe to say most Iowa 

fans are looking forward to 
football season based on how 
the basketball has panned 
out.

The Hawkeyes current-
ly sit at 10-11 overall, 1-7 in 
Big Ten play. Barring a mi-
raculous title run in the Big 
Ten Tournament, there’s no 
chance this team will play 
meaningful basketball in 
late March, which is disap-
pointing, considering the 
expectations coming into 
the year.

With 10 conference games 
remaining on the schedule, 
KenPom says Iowa will fin-
ish the season at 14-19, 5-13 
in the Big Ten.

KenPom is predicting 
home wins against Wiscon-
sin, Minnesota, Indiana, and 

Northwestern — all teams 
that have experienced strug-
gles this season but still have 
the firepower to knock off 
the Hawkeyes in Carver.

It’s unfortunate to see 
how this season has gone, 
but there have been flash-
es of potential in the young 
squad.

Freshman center Luka 
Garza was magnificent 
against nonconference 
foes, but has played like a 
timid first-year player for 
a majority of the confer-
ence schedule. In the Jan. 
20 blowout loss to Purdue, 
Garza was the only Hawk-
eye who played with en-
thusiasm, finishing with a 
team-high 19 points in 20 
minutes.

ESPN’s Dan Dakich called 
out the Hawkeyes for poor 
body language during the 
Purdue contest. It’s tough 
to stay positive with the cur-
rent situation, and Iowa fans 
have started to express their 
frustration with head coach 
Fran McCaffery.

This season is a wash, 
but it will be interesting 
to see what ensues if next 
season is a carbon copy of 
this one.

POINT/COUNTERPOINT

SEAN BOCK
sean-bock@uiowa.edu

JAMES GEERDES
james-geerdes@uiowa.edu

David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Isaiah Moss watches the ball go out of bounds against Purdue on 
Jan. 20 in Carver-Hawkeye. The Boilermakers defeated the Hawkeyes, 87-64.

Kriener out against 
Wisconsin

Iowa will be without one of its 
forwards for the second game in a row. 

Forward Ryan Kriener will miss his 
second-straight game with a concussion 
tonight against Wisconsin.

Kriener exited Iowa’s 80-64 loss to 
Rutgers on Jan. 17, and he hasn’t seen 
the court since, missing the 87-64 loss to 
Purdue on Jan. 20.

So far this season, the sophomore has 
averaged 3.2 points and 2.2 rebounds per 

game. He scored a season-high 6 points 
against Southern in early December, 
and he provided a spark for Iowa off the 
bench in its win over Illinois on Jan. 11.

In that game, Kriener scored 5 points 
and grabbed 4 rebounds, two of which 
came on the offensive end.

“It doesn’t look good,” McCaffery said 
on Kriener’s status during his teleconfer-
ence on Monday. 

— Adam Hensley
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played UCLA, played Virginia, 
they played Temple, Western 
Kentucky, Marquette — pret-
ty impressive nonconference 
schedule,” McCaffery said. 
“Throw in Milwaukee, who’s 
very good, Yale, who’s very 
good. I think it’s a little decep-
tive there.”

Wisconsin ranks in the 
top 60 (No. 58) in strength of 
schedule, according to ESPN. 
Meanwhile, Iowa claims the 
84th-toughest schedule.

Regardless, neither team has 
lived up to the preseason expec-
tations brought on by fans.

Many viewed last season as 
a rebuilding year for Iowa, yet 
the team almost cracked an 
NCAA berth before making a 
run in the National Invitational 
Tournament. Minus Peter Jok, 
everyone returned, and new 
freshman faces joined a squad 

that led the Big Ten in scoring.
Wisconsin, coming off a 27-

win season, lost seniors Bron-
son Koenig, Nigel Hayes, Zak 
Showalter, and Vitto Brown 
to graduation but retained 
then-sophomore sensation 
Ethan Happ.

It’s still the Happ Show in 
Madison (there’s a Happ for 
that), and even with Wiscon-
sin’s down season, Iowa must 
key in on the 6-10, 235-pound 
big man, who averages 16.7 
points, 8.4 rebounds, and 3.7 
assists per game.

“Obviously, it starts with 
Happ,” McCaffery said during 
his teleconference. “He’s one of 
the most impressive players in 
the country — versatile, really 
effective in so many different 
ways.”

But the Badgers, while boast-
ing a team full of inexperience, 
can gouge defenses in more 
ways than Happ.

Freshman guard Brad Davi-
son averages 12.1 points per game 
and sinks his 3-point attempts at 

a 37.9 percent clip. Fellow guards 
sophomore Brevin Pritzl and ju-
nior Khalil Iverson score 9.1 and 
8.4 points per contest.

If the Hawkeyes can look 
forward to anything, it’s that 
the Badgers don’t light up the 
scoreboard.

Wisconsin averages 68.4 
points per game, good for 299th 
in the country. But Iowa’s scor-
ing defense (289th in the na-
tion) gives up 76.9 points per 
contest.

The Badgers don’t shoot the 
ball particularly well, knocking 
down shots at a 46.5 percent 
clip, which ranks 95th in the 
country. The Hawkeyes, as in-
consistent as the offense has 
been, have hit shots to the tune 
of 47.6 percent (52nd).

Iowa gave up 20 3-pointers 
in its loss to Purdue on Jan. 
20, and the Boilermakers hit 
69 percent of their shots in the 
first half and led by 37 points 
in the second half; it was a 
defensive meltdown in Carv-
er-Hawkeye.

“You don’t want to get so 
frustrated that you become too 
negative, but at the same time, 
you have to be realistic and 
honest, and that’s with each 
other freshman guard that’s the 

player and coaches,” McCaffery 
said in his teleconference. “We 
have to be honest with each 
other. The worst thing you can 
do is assess blame everywhere 
… you got to keep grinding.”

Following Iowa’s game 
against Wisconsin, the 
Hawkeyes will travel to Lin-
coln, Nebraska on Saturday to 
take on the Huskers in a 7 p.m. 
showdown.

BASKETBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

“He pushes everyone 
in lineup because no one 
really wants to lose to a 
freshman,” senior Austin 
Hodges said. “He brings a 
lot of competition between 

us, which is what makes us 
even better.”

Huang is halfway across 
the country from his family, 
but the tightly knit dynamic 
of the Iowa men’s gymnas-
tics squad makes his transi-
tion much easier.

That dynamic was a huge 
factor into deciding which 
team Huang would choose 

for his college career, among 
Iowa, Minnesota, and Cali-
fornia.

“Coming here, I just real-
ly liked how the entire team 
was like a family to me and 
the entire staff around here 
in all aspects were just re-
ally friendly,” Huang said. 
“The atmosphere really got 
to me, and I thought that 

this was the right spot for 
me.”

Adjusting from California 
to Iowa hasn’t been as diffi-
cult as one would think for 
a freshman, but there are 
things that take some get-
ting used to.

“Definitely the weather is a 
lot colder, but other than that, 
it’s going pretty well,” Huang 

said. “I have a lot of team-
mates to help me out. That’s 
really nice.”

In high school, Huang was 
a five-time Junior National 
Team member. At the 2017 
Junior Nationals, he was the 
all-around, floor, and pom-
mel horse champion.

That success in his high-school 
career has helped him transition 

into college competition.
“Obviously, I try to not 

make it a big deal at a lot of 
competitions that I go to,” 
Huang said. “Just to deal 
with the stress, I’ve been 
through a lot of that in high 
school. So just applying 
those tactics into college 
has been working out pretty 
well.”

GYMNAST
CONTINUED FROM 8

David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Maishe Dailey looks for an open teammate against Purdue on Jan. 20. The Boilermakers took the 
Hawkeyes to the woodshed, 87-64.



Freshman
gymnast 
sparks squad  

BY ANDREW DONLAN
andrew-donlan@uiowa.edu

The Larry Wieczorek Invitational (Jan. 19-
20) was intriguing on paper. There were 32 
professionals coming (including Olympians) 
as well as other top-tier college teams. When it 
came to life, however, the event became some-
thing that no one could have predicted.

The invitational, the namesake of former Io-
wa track and field coach Larry Wieczorek, was 
filled with must-watch competition from start 
to finish. It was the type of sporting event that 
could turn non-track and field fans into just 
that, Wieczorek said.

“It was entertaining. I think one of the 

things you want to do as an athlete in college 
is put on a show,” he said. “You want people to 
come and have fun, and I think the people who 
came today had a good time.”

Wieczorek was a track and field athlete him-
self at Iowa in the 1960s. In July 2014,Wiec-
zorek gave up his title of director of track and 
field at Iowa to current director Joey Woody.

The event lived up to the hype and more, 
burnishing Woody’s dream and honoring 
Wieczorek’s name at the same time.

“I’m definitely blessed,” Woody said, “I 
couldn’t have scripted it better. The way it all 
happened — with the women’s 4x400 relays 
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‘The Wiz’ Invitational 
surpasses hype

Disappointment faces 
disillusionment

From the athletes’ performances to the atmosphere, the Larry 
Wieczorek Invitational was one to remember.

BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Let’s take a trip back to 2015.
Iowa finishes its season with a 22-12 

record after losing to Gonzaga in the 
NCAA Tournament as a No. 7 seed. Wis-
consin finishes with 36 wins and a loss in 
the NCAA Championship.

Now, let’s take it back to the present 
day. Iowa and Wisconsin enter tonight’s 
contest with a combined 20-21 record. 

The two have combined for merely four 
conference wins in 15 attempts. At this 
point, the NCAA Tournament isn’t on 
either program’s radar.

It’s a very different story from what 
played out just a few seasons ago.

Tonight’s matchup features two pro-
grams, both of which have previously 
been competitive among the likes of 
top-ranked teams, now faltering to stay 
above or at .500.

Expectations weren’t as high as what 

they were for the Badgers coming off 
their title loss in 2015, but nevertheless, 
not many Wisconsin fans could have 
seen this season coming.

To be fair, however, the Badgers’ 
schedule has been brutal, as Iowa head 
coach Fran McCaffery noted during his 
teleconference on Monday.

“You look at who they played — they 
played Xavier, they played Baylor, they 

David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan
Iowa basketball coach Fran McCaffery walks off the court after the game against Purdue on Jan. 20 in Carver. The Boilermakers smothered the Hawkeyes, 87-64.

Iowa gymnastics added a big 
name to the roster this year.
BY ANNA KAYSER
anna-kayser@uiowa.edu

  Freshman Bennet Huang was named to the 
Big Ten watch list at the beginning of the season, 
and he’s already proving that he deserves the hon-
or in the gym.

  As one of the younger members of the team, 
Huang brings a lot of work ethic and strength to 
the Iowa team.

 “He’s a solid all-arounder; you’re going to hear 
that over and over again, but at the same time, 
his strengths are very, very strong,” head coach 
JD Reive said. “Floor and pommel horse are very 
good events for him — he should be in contention 
to be a finalist at the end of the season.”

  Being named to the Big Ten watch list is not 
only good for him individually, but the entire 
team.

“It’s super important for us as a 
team; politically, we’re trying to be 
better with all of the judging and 
all of the things that go into our 
sport,” Reive said. “It also shows 
the trajectory of that we’re on and 
what we’re trying to produce here 
in terms of quality of student-ath-
letes.”

In the rest of the season, Reive said, he expects 
Huang to continue to grow into his skills as well 
as to grow into a leader on the team.

Huang is already doing the growing. Being a 
top performer as a freshman, he pushes the older 
members of the team to step up their performance.

Two seasons ago, Iowa and Wisconsin made the NCAA Tournament. Now, the Big Dance isn’t on 
either team’s radar.

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Hawkeye Mar’yea Harris crosses the finish line at the end of the 4x400-meter relay during the Larry Wieczorek 
Invitational on Jan. 20. Harris anchored the Hawkeye relay team to a come-from-behind victory with a 45.599 split.

“Definitely the 
weather is a lot colder, 
but other than that it’s 
going pretty well.

— gymnastics’ 
Bennett 
Huang on his 
transition 
from 
California to 
Iowa
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

Reive

SEE TRACK, 5

SEE BASKETBALL, 7

SEE GYMNAST, 7

The Associated Press released 
its rankings for men’s basketball 
on Monday, and as usual, there 
was a shakeup in the top 10.

1. Villanova (63)
2. Virginia (1)
3. Purdue (1)
4. Duke
5. Kansas
6. Michigan State
7. West Virginia
8. Xavier
9. Cincinnati
10. North Carolina

AP TOP 10

Track rises in rankings
Iowa track and field men’s 

and women’s squads are both 
ranked in Monday’s U.S. Track and 
Field and Cross-Country Coaches 
Association poll. 

The men enter the rankings at 
22nd, while the women’s team is 
slotted at 27th — both standings 
are the highest for the teams 
since the 2008 season.

Iowa rose up in the rankings 
thanks to 
some big-time 
performances. 
Mar’yea Harris 
crushed the 400 
meters in 46.50 
seconds, then 
helped Iowa win 
the 4x400 relay 
with his anchor 

heroics.
Briana Guillory proved to be a 

force early on for the women. She 
leads the nation in the 400 meters 
(52.95) and ranks ninth in the 
country in the 200 meters with a 
time of 23.58.

The track teams will get back to 
action on Jan. 27 in the Recreation 
Building for the Black and Gold 
Premier.

Harris

STAT OF THE DAY

38dunks

Who: 
Iowa (10-11) v. Wisconsin (10-10)
Where: 
Carver-Hawkeye
When: 
6 p.m.
Watch: 
ESPN2

QUICK FACTS

Iowa basketball’s 
Tyler Cook has 38 
dunks this season.

Men’s Big Ten basketball awards
 
Co-Player of the Week
James Palmer Jr., Nebraska
• Averaged 21.5 points and 4 
rebounds in two games last week
• Hit the game-winning 3-pointer 
against Illinois
 
Co-Player of the Week
Carsen Edwards, Purdue
• Averaged 21.5 points, 5.5 assists, 
and 3.5 steals in two games last 
week
• Drained 6 3-pointers against Iowa
 
Freshman of the Week
Kaleb Wesson, Ohio State
• Averaged 11.5 points and 7 
rebounds in two games last week
• 15 points and 8 rebounds against 
Minnesota
 
Women’s Big Ten basketball 
awards
 
Co-Player of the Week
Katelynn Flaherty, Michigan
• Averaged 24 points, 5.5 assists, 
4 rebounds, and 2.5 steals in two 
games last week
• 27 points against Illinois
 
Co-Player of the Week
Kenisha Bell, Minnesota
• Averaged 22.5 points, 7.5 assists, 
7 rebounds, and 3 steals in two 
games last week
• 21 points and season-best 11 
rebounds against Iowa
 
Freshman of the Week
Jaelynn Penn, Indiana
• Averaged 15.5 points in two games 
last week
• 18 points and 5 3-pointers against 
Maryland

BIG TEN AWARDS
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