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Politicians in Washington are trying to find a 
compromise concerning the fate of immigrants 
whose parents brought them to the U.S. illegally 
as children, and on Jan. 11, The Washington Post 
reported that the president asked why the United 
States was “having all these people from sh*thole 
countries come here?”

President Donald Trump was referring to Hai-
ti, El Salvador, and African countries in a bipar-
tisan meeting discussing protections for immi-
grants from those countries. His comments have 
sparked sharp criticism from many and vague 
denials from others.

The meeting was part of a larger ongoing im-
migration debate in Washington, the center of 
which includes the fate of 800,000 “Dreamers” 
once covered under the Obama-era immigration 
policy called DACA.

The Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program originally began in 2012 for illegal im-
migrants who came into the country as children 
to be granted a two-year renewable period of se-
curity from deportation and eligibility to gain a 
work permit or pursue school.

The Trump administration announced in Sep-
tember that it would end DACA starting in March 
unless replaced with legislation to give the DACA 
recipients, known as “Dreamers,” a path to more 
permanent legal status.

In Iowa, nearly 2,800 young people had been 
approved for DACA services as of March 2017.

Lawmakers are working to produce an immi-
gration compromise while also negotiating a 
budget to avoid a potential government shut-
down Friday, but that has been punctuated by 
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The weekend in arts & entertainment

The Detroit of our souls
Detroit is a Pulitzer-Prize-winning play that has received critical acclaim since its release. Riverside Theater will perform 

the play staring Friday.

Fourth of July will come early this year, 
heralded by explosive performances.

Riverside Theater, 213 N. Gilbert St., 
will begin its run of the comedy-drama 
Detroit at 7:30 p.m. Friday; the perfor-
mances will continue through Feb. 11.

Taking place in an unnamed Detroit 
suburb, the play follows Mary and Ben, 
a couple who struggle financially. Ben 
recently lost his job as bank-loan officer 
and takes another job in which he helps 
those in debt on the Internet.

One day, new neighbors move into 
their suburb. Sharon and Kenny are 
both recovering drug addicts. Mary and 
Ben decide to invite their neighbors to 
a backyard barbecue as celebration for 
Independence Day. In the banter among 
the couples, discourse bursts out as the 
four of them learn their individual back-
grounds.

Playwright Lisa D’Amour wrote the 
play, which has been performed all over 
the country since its release in 2010. 
D’Amour said she was driven to write 
Detroit after going through the recent 
major recession and housing crisis. Her 

father suffered major losses during the 
stock decline in 2008, even though he 
had a history of financial responsibility.

“I sensed in him a feeling of bewil-
dered frustration, like, ‘What did I do all 
this hard work for?’” D’Amour wrote in 
an email to The Daily Iowan. “So, while I 
wasn’t completely conscious of it while 
writing, the play bubbles with the anx-
iety and frustration of that particular 
American moment.”

She also wanted to keep the two cou-
ples distinct from each other in terms of 
their lifestyles and goals.

“I was interested in writing a play 
about two very different couples who 
wanted to be each other,” D’Amour said. 
“I’m fascinated with how restless we 
are as human beings. We think we know 
what we want, and then we get it and try 
to see it — we find ourselves stuck.”

After spending a year collaborating 
with other theaters, she said she wanted 
to create something mainly for herself.

“I needed to hole up and write some-
thing private, with zero expectations 
about how or if it would succeed,” she 

SEE DETROIT, 5B
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•  When: January 19–
February 11, times vary

•  Where: Riverside 
Theatre, 213 N Gilbert St.

•  Cost: $12-$30 
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said. “The irony, of course, is that now 
it is my most widely produced play.”

During its time in the theater scene, 
Detroit received critical acclaim be-
cause of its honest humor and accurate 
representation of the working class, 
and it garnered a Pulitzer Prize for 
Drama in 2011. D’Amour has traveled 
all over the world to see adaptations of 
the play, being amazed with how dif-
ferent theaters interpret it.

“I’ve seen theaters achieve with lots 
of money and high tech, and I’ve seen 
theaters achieve it using only lights 
and sound,” she said. “And to be hon-
est, some of the low-tech versions have 
been my favorite. I love watching the-
aters tackle this challenge creatively 
and trusting that the greatest tool they 
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jordan-prochnow@uiowa.edu

Iowa City continues its appreciation of pub-
lic art with a newly unveiled mural in down-
town at the Robert A. Lee Recreation Center.

The recently unveiled work is Exploring Re-
newable Energies of Iowa, an interactive mural 
incorporating STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art, and Math) learning to edu-
cate children in the Iowa City community.

Members of the Public Digital Arts Cluster, 
consisting of faculty members in performing 
and visual arts, engineering, and computer 
science, collaborated with the city Public Art 
program as well as the city Parks and Recre-
ation Department to create an art piece on re-
newable energy.

“We wanted to depict the beautiful facets 
of rural Iowa, and we explored ways to better 
capitalize each of our areas of expertise,” said 
Stephen Baek, a UI engineering assistant pro-
fessor. “[The mural] is a public art, and some-
where, we can all contribute our different dis-

ciplines to serve the community.”
For the project, Baek worked with photogra-

pher Dana Keeton to create the foundation of 
the mural, consisting of photographs of rural 
Iowan areas and characteristics.

“I [helped] create the large photo mural 
that is the background of the built-wall in-
stallation,” Keeton said in an email to The 
Daily Iowan. “He created an algorithm that 
uses multiple photographs to create one 
large photo mosaic, and I created more than 
6,000 landscape photographs of Iowa to cre-
ate the mural.”

The mural also features various interactive 
elements, including windmills and solar pan-
els, to allow for a tactile form of education for 
visiting children.

“STEAM is a fairly recent educational ap-
proach to learning,” Marcia Bollinger, the head 
of the Public Art Program and Public Art Advi-
sory Committee, said in an email to The Daily 
Iowan. “For this project, we wanted to include 

SEE MURAL, 2A

New mural promotes 
STEAM education

Mapping Iowa City's 
historic beer caves

IC Public Arts and the UI unveil a new mural that promotes 
STEAM education.

BY PAUL ELWELL
james-elwell@uiowa.edu

 Iowa City beer enthusiasts had an 
opportunity to learn about a piece of 
local beer history over brews of their 
own.

Two University of Iowa faculty 
members have studied, including 
scanning, the beer caves, a series of 

tunnels that run beneath part of the 
North Side once owned by the Union 
Brewing Co.

The researchers shared their find-
ings at Big Grove Brewery and Tap-
room as a part of an ongoing series 
about the history of brewing in Iowa 
City during the 19th century.

Beer caves were a staple among 
grocers and brewers in the 1800s. 

One audience member said, “Every 
brewing company in the 19th centu-
ry had a cellar underground to keep 
their beer cold. It was the only way 
back then.”

At the beginning of their presen-
tation, UI Geographic Information 
System administrator Adam Skibbe 
jokingly said, “Drink every time you 

SEE BEER, 2A
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Community members listened to a talk at Big Grove on Wednesday. UI researchers used technology to scan beer caves on the North Side and 
reported their findings.

Big Grove Brewery features some history of the North Side beer caves.
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In the suburbs of 
Detroit
Award-winning comedy-drama 
Detroit will open at Riverside 
Theater on Friday, exploring the 
idea that the grass is greener 
on the other side. “I’m fasci-
nated with how restless we are 
as human beings,” playwright 
Lisa D’Amour said. “We think we 
know what we want, and then 
we get it, and try to see it — we 
find ourselves stuck.” 
80 HOURS

Another disappointment 
for men’s basketball

After picking 
up some mo-
mentum with 
a comeback 
overtime win 
at Illinois, 
Iowa faltered 
against 
Rutgers’ 

stout defense, 80-64. Jordan 
Bohannon led the way for 
the Hawkeyes, but Iowa still 
dropped to 1-6 in Big Ten play.  
Sports, 6A

Social media, sexuality, 
and suicide
UI Writers’ Workshop alum 
James Han Mattson will visit 
Prairie Lights to read from his 
novel, The Lost Prayers of 
Ricky Graves, a story about a 
murder-suicide triggered by a 
photographic “prank.” The novel 
was written in response to the 
Tyler Clementi’s suicide in 2010. 
The Rutgers freshman jumped 
off a bridge after his room-
mate live-streamed him being 
intimate with another man. 
80 hours, 3B

Bowl game reflective of 
entire season 
Around three weeks ago, the 
Hawkeyes won their first bowl 
game since 2010. A lot has 
changed since then with Josh 
Jackson and James Daniels 
declaring for the NFL Draft, but 
looking back, the Pinstripe Bowl 
victory was reminiscent of the 
rest of Iowa’s season. 
Sports, 6A

Science experiments in 
a high-tech sandbox
UI students are using aug-
mented reality to show how 
gravity affects objects when 
they travel through particular 
environments. “It’s very atypical 
of what you usually see in ev-
eryday physics and astronomy 
courses,” UI junior Zach Luppen 
said. “I haven’t played with sand 
since I was 5.” News, 3A
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Iowa City-based artist Thomas Agran paints a mural on Sept. 27, 2017, in the alley near MidWestOne Bank. The piece 
joins the artwork downtown that the city has commissioned over the years for its Public Art Program.

SEE DACA, 2A

Trump 
comments 
cloud DACA 
future
UI students voice their 
opinions on the most recent 
developments of immigration-
policy debate.

Tune in for LIVE updates
Campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage at 8:30 a.m. at 
daily-iowan.com.

Go to daily-iowan.com 
for more content.

BY MARISSA PAYNE
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

Despite institutional 
efforts to celebrate and 
encourage diversity, equi-
ty, and inclusion, student 
survey responses suggest 
there’s more work to be 
done to ensure all students 
feel a sense of belonging.

The University of Iowa 
highlighted data at its an-
nual diversity update in 
the IMU on Wednesday, 
revealing those across var-
ious communities of un-
derrepresented students 
have reported feeling a de-
clining sense of belonging 
at the institution.

Based on results from a 
survey administered each 
year to undergraduates 
from 2013-16 (excluding 
2015), UI officials learned 
that many underrepresent-
ed student populations 
feel less like they belong at 
the UI than their majority 
peers. Fall 2017 enrollment 
data show 14 percent of 
undergraduates enrolled 
at the UI are underrepre-
sented students.

A survey for graduate 
students is in the works 

Minorities 
not ‘at 
home’ at 
the UI
Since 2013, 
underrepresented 
students have 
reported feeling 
less of a sense of 
belonging and 
respect for their 
identities.

SEE DIVERSITY, 2A
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politicians’ comments or lack 
thereof on Trump’s word us-
age.

“I feel like sometimes he 
says stuff to distract from the 
real point, and this is some-
thing to distract [people],” 
UI student Xiomara Santana 
said. “I think his comment 
was completely inappropri-
ate, and no president should 
say that.”

“As a country founded on 
principles of a refuge, it’s 
disheartening that our lead-
ership no longer appears to 
actively embrace that val-
ue,” Alex Bare, the justice 
and equity director of the UI 
Student Government said in 
response to Trump’s com-
ments.

The UI Student Govern-

ment supports a no-strings-
attached solution to allow 
Dreamers a path to citizen-
ship.

UISG Vice President Lilián 
Sánchez said she thinks the 
Dreamers policy has become 
too partisan, with politi-
cians trying to advocate for 
just what their party wants 
and that deviates from the 
purpose behind the Develop-
ment, Relief, and Education 
for Alien Minors act.

“We should look at this is-
sue for what it is, which is a 
human-rights issue and an 
opportunity issue to ensure 
people who want to pursue 
an education get the chance 
to do so,” Sanchez said about 
policies to be included in po-
tential legislation. “Having 
an education has opened up 
so many opportunities in 
my life, and I would hate for 
somebody just as qualified 
as me to not have those same 

opportunities as me based on 
their documentation status.”

The UI has also made sever-
al statements about continu-
ing to support student DACA 
recipients.

A judge in Northern Cali-
fornia ruled Jan. 13 to force 
the government to contin-
ue to renew DACA coverage 
while pending lawsuits were 
being resolved, according to 

the U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services.

Attorney General Jeff Ses-
sions said on Tuesday that 
the Trump administration 
will ask the U.S. Supreme 
Court to overturn that ruling.

UI College Republicans 
Vice President Kyle Apple 
said he hopes a solution will 
come out of the immigration 
talks that will allow Dream-

ers to obtain legal status but 
will also add more border se-
curity. He fears, though, that 
comments will distract from 
getting a measure passed.

He also said he believes 
Trump’s comments were 
misunderstood. He thought 
Trump was bluntly describ-
ing living conditions, he said, 
but that was taken out of 
context and portrayed as an 
attack on the people.

“This was said; it didn’t 
come out right," Apple said. 
“This is what was meant. I 
think if we get down to the 
true meaning of things in-

stead of the exact verbiage of 
what was said, we could actu-
ally get stuff done.”
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TAKING STOCK
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On Wednesday, employee Kevin Reinhard poses for a portrait at Ragstock. Reinhard has worked for the shop for three years and likes the vintage 
clothing and one-of-a-kind apparel.

DACA
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

all components of the STEAM 
acronym to help children un-
derstand the concept of re-
newable energy such as wind 
turbines, water power, etc., 
and make it fun.”

The Public Art Program, es-
tablished by the City Council 
in 1997, promotes visual art as 
an important part of the city’s 
culture recognition as well as 
a way to enhance everyday 
life throughout the town.

On Aug. 30, 2017, the com-
mittee met to discuss possi-
ble places where murals could 
enhance downtown. The 
meeting placed an increased 
emphasis on creating pieces 
with creativity and function-

ality, which the recent mural 
seeks to embody.

“Public art is reflective of 
the vitality of a community,” 
Bollinger said in her email. 
“Providing opportunities to 
artists through the Public 
Art Program helps support 
them and encourages them to 
hopefully stay in our commu-
nity and grow their talent.”

The city is still in discus-
sion about creating addition-
al murals.

“Art is always something 
that makes our society more 
powerful or enjoyable,” Baek 
said. “This kind of project 
where everyone comes in 
with a different background 
and creates a work in pub-
lic widens the horizon of the 
audience to help them see the 
world in a different perspec-
tive.”

MURAL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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and will be administered 
later in the spring semester. 
The UI will also release a 
survey today for faculty and 
staff to further assess the 
campus climate.

Rather than finding those 
numbers depressing, inter-
im Chief Diversity Officer 
Lena Hill said they re-ener-
gized her and informed of-
ficials where the institution 
needs to place its energies 
to address the disparities.

“As we think about dis-
parities between these dif-
ferent student subgroups 
and how they feel about 
their position on campus 
and their experience, we 
are committed to changing 
it, to not shying away from 
these issues,” she said.

Hill voiced the UI’s com-
mitment to achieving “ex-
cellence through diversity” 
and building a climate that 
supports all who attend the 
university.                    

The UI has made a con-
certed effort to ensure un-
derrepresented students 
feel included on campus, 
making it a top priority in 
its strategic plan, which was 
approved by the state Board 
of Regents in December 
2016, to foster a more inclu-
sive culture.

Recruitment and reten-
tion of diverse students, 
faculty, and staff is a major 
component of the plan. Ac-
cording to regents’ docu-
ments, the UI had a one-year 

minority student retention 
rate of 83.4 percent for the 
entering class of 2015. The 
rate for nonminority stu-
dents was 87.7 percent.

Additionally, UI data 
showed there is an 8 per-
centage point disparity be-
tween the undergraduate 
four-year graduation rate 
for underrepresented stu-
dents and all students, with 
the rate for underrepresent-
ed students sitting at 46 
percent.

The UI plans to have a Di-
versity, Equity, and Inclu-
sion Action Plan prepared 
by the fall of 2018 address-
ing the issues identified. UI 
Student Government Pres-
ident Jacob Simpson said 

he wants to see clear action 
steps from the university as 
this plan is developed.

“I want to make sure it’s 
a significant effort and not 
a spot check or something 
that may appear on the 
outside to promise change 
when we know that it 
could’ve improved to a sig-
nificant degree,” he said.

Simpson said there are 
national trends that have 
trickled down into higher 
education that may contrib-
ute to the lack of a sense of 
belonging some students 
reported feeling. The Daily 
Iowan previously reported 
on the trend of declining in-
ternational-student enroll-
ment — a trend seen across 

all universities in the U.S. 
— which some have said 
potentially reflect concerns 
over the implementation of 
policies implemented under 
President Trump’s adminis-
tration.

“We always have room to 
improve in terms of how 
we’re including and treat-
ing students on campus,” 
Simpson said.

UI President Bruce Har-
reld urged the campus com-
munity not to lose sight of 
the institution’s identity as 
other issues surface.

“We shouldn’t lose our 
path,” he said. “We shouldn’t 
lose our vision of who we 
are and what we want this 
place to be.”

DIVERSITY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

hear the word LiDAR” — a 
dangerous game if played 
properly, because of the re-
searchers’ enthusiasm about 
the machine and the amount 
of beer flowing in the tap-
room.

LiDAR is a laser-scanning 
machine that sets millions 
of points in a 270-degree ar-
ea. After the points are set, 
they are put in to a comput-
er program that remodels 
whatever surface that has 
been scanned in a three-di-
mensional environment. Af-
ter scanning with lasers, the 
machine then takes photo-
graphs to lay over the points 
taken by the laser, adding 
texture.

LiDAR can scan things 
such as inscriptions in 
caves or rock formations 
in places that are generally 
off-limits to the public.

“With these images, we 
can give students a real-
istic look at many things 
they generally would not 
be allowed to see,” Michelle 
Wienhold, a UI GIS analyst 
said. “And with further im-
plementation into virtual 
reality, they can get first-
hand experience, making 
these scans even more valu-
able.”

Skibbe, Wienhold, and 
their team, consisting of 

members of the student or-
ganization ICIGO, a group 
interested in GIS research, 
perform scans around cam-
pus and the entire state.

They took requests on 
things they thought would 
be interesting to scan, and 
eventually, someone sug-
gested they scan the beer 
caves.

The group soon found 
that getting into the deep 
caves was very exclusive.

“You had to be healthy 
enough to even go down 
there,” Skibbe said. “About 
half our team was not al-
lowed to enter the caves at 
all.”

A virtual environment 
produced by the scans 
could make it possible for 
anybody to explore.

The group accumulated 
approximately 75 million 
points of data from the 
laser over a period of six 
scans.

“Everything you’re seeing 
is individual point,” Skibbe 
said, explaining a model to 
the audience. “If you get 
within a millimeter of one 
of the walls, you can see the 
space between them.”

On Feb. 21, the Histo-
ry at the Grove series will 
feature Doug Alberhaskey 
of John’s Grocery, who 
will share what it was like 
to live in Iowa City when 
three large breweries sat 
on the North Side during 
the 19th century.

BEER
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

In the Jan. 17 issue of  The 
Daily Iowan, the article 
“One year after inaugura-
tion, Iowa feeling impact 
of Trump administra-
tion,” said that UI student 
Emiliano Martinez was 
the UISG Latin constituen-
cy senator. Martinez is now 
President of Hawkeyes for 
Dream Iowa. The  DI  re-
grets the error.

BY KAYLI REESE
kayli-reese@uiowa.edu

Lyn Redington, the dean of 
students at the University of 
Iowa, has been named the vice 
president for student affairs 
at Idaho State University. She 
will begin her new position on 
July 1. 

Redington has been the 
assistant vice president for 
Student Life and dean of stu-
dents at the UI for two and a 
half years. Before coming to 
the UI, Redington spent two 
decades at the University of 
Northern Iowa in a variety of 
roles. 

UI officials have not made 

any decisions on interim 
plans, but a national search 
will go underway to replace 
Redington’s position. 

“As we look to begin a 
national search for the po-
sition, I will visit with the 
team in the office and talk 
with campus partners to 
build a consensus about the 

needs of the division going 
forward,” said Melissa Shiv-
ers, the UI vice president 
for Student Life, wrote in a 
release for Iowa Now. “No 
decisions have been made 
about interim plans yet, 
but I will keep everyone 
informed regarding plans 
moving forward.”

Redington to head for Idaho State 
Lyn Redington, Iowa's dean of students, was named Idaho State's vice president for 
student affairs.

Ashley Morris/The Daily Iowan
Interim Chief Diversity Officer Lena Hill speaks in the IMU on Wednesday. The presentation gave updates on diversity 
and other University of Iowa statistics.



BY BROOKLYN DRAISEY
brooklyn-draisey@uiowa.edu

Playing in the sandbox with 
a group of astrophysics stu-
dents could produce some 
surprisingly educational re-
sults.

University of Iowa students 
have created an augment-
ed-reality sandbox, dubbed 
Gravbox, to help explain 
how gravity affects objects 
when they travel through a 
certain environment. The 
environment is created with 
the sand, then a computer 
program projects a particle 
moving through that envi-
ronment to show how gravity 
will affect it.

UI Assistant Professor Hai 
Fu first presented the idea to 
the 10 students in his Intro-
duction to Astrophysics class 
in the fall of 2016. Fu had been 
awarded a $405,011 grant from 

the National Science Founda-
tion to research gravitational 
dynamics on a galactic scale, 
and the class project became a 
part of that research.

“It’s very atypical of what 
you usually see in everyday 
physics and astronomy cours-
es,” UI junior Zach Luppen 
said. “I haven’t played with 
sand since I was 5.”

Other schools have created 
augmented-reality sandbox-
es in the past for geograph-
ical interpretations, UI se-
nior Mason Reed said. The 
University of California-Da-
vis created one to stimu-
late water flow in an envi-
ronment, and the UI group 
used this idea and adapted 
it to an astrophysical con-
text. From there, they split 
into three teams to work on 
the interface, software, and 
hardware.

The students worked on 

the Gravbox over the course 
of the school year, and then 
Reed and Jacob Isbell, anoth-
er senior who worked on the 
software, kept at it over the 
summer. They finished in De-
cember 2017, just a short time 
before Isbell presented on it 
to the American Astronomi-
cal Society in Washington on 
Jan. 11.

“After the two semesters 
of the actual astrophysics 
class were up, that’s when 
we decided to stay on and 
really hammer out the rest of 
it and really just try to flesh 
everything out to where we 
imagined it could be,” Reed 
said.

Now that the Gravbox is 
finished, the students plan 
on sharing it with others. The 
project is not patented, and the 
software and other informa-
tion is available on a website 
made by Reed, so other groups 

can try to do what they did.
“Essentially, we want all 

of this to be open source, so 
anyone can go to our website, 
download it, look at the hard-
ware, the specifications they 
need, then they can go and 
try to build their own,” Reed 
said. “They can use our base-
line model and see what they 
can do with it, be creative, and 
build their own.”

Before the Gravbox, demon-
strations of gravity were te-
dious to set up and less inter-
esting to see, Isbell said.

“Before this, our best 
other demonstration was 
taking a rubber sheet and 
placing a bowling ball in 
the middle, and then roll-
ing Ping-Pong balls around 
that, so this is a huge step 
forward,” he said.

Though nothing is 
planned yet, Luppen said, 
one of the goals behind 

the Gravbox is to use it to 
teach people about gravi-
ty. The group would like to 
do demonstrations at local 
schools and children’s mu-
seums to help younger peo-
ple grasp gravity in a more 
hands-on way.

“You can’t just explain equa-
tions to little kids, so the sand-
box is sort of a way to bridge 
the gap between the profes-
sional field and the younger 
audience in order to learn 
some of these basic ideas,” 
Luppen said.
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Sand and the gravity machine
UI students have created an augmented-reality sandbox called Gravbox to demonstrate gravity on objects in different environments.

Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
UI senior Jacob Isbell gives a demonstration of the Gravbox in Van Allen 
Hall on Wednesday. The Gravbox is an augmented-reality sandbox for work 
in gravitational dynamics.

BY JULIA DIGIACOMO
julia-digiacomo@uiowa.edu

In observance of the Univer-
sity of Iowa’s Martin Luther 
King Jr. Week, a workshop 
Wednesday addressed over-
coming neutrality by con-
fronting white supremacy 
and racism on campus. 

The event, “Why is it always 
about race? When neutrality 
is not the answer,” engaged 
participants on how white 
supremacy can manifest on a 
college campus and examined 
components of racism.

 The three facilitators — 
graduate student Alex Waad, 
hall coordinator Claudia 
González Mercado, and un-
dergraduate student Dylan 
Goncalves — led the partici-
pants in a variety of race-re-
lated discussion topics. 

The event place importance 
on learning to reject neutrali-
ty in race-related topics. Par-
ticipants shared their unique 
reflections and opinions.

“You have to ask yourself: In 
what cases have I been neutral 
and why?” Mercado said.

Nadine Petty, the executive 
director of the UI Center for 

Diversity and Enrichment, 
said it becomes very easy to 
become complacent. 

“It’s very easy to just as-
sume that 
we’re where 
we need to 
be until we 
r e m e m b e r 
that although 
we’ve made 
progress, we 
have a really 

long way to go still as a com-
munity and as people in gen-
eral,” she said. 

The presence of white su-
premacy and racism at the UI 
was also addressed. Recent 
public incidents include two 
neo-Nazi information cards 
found in the Main Library in 
April and November 2017 and 
racist graffiti discovered on 
two UI residence halls in late 
August 2017.

Additionally, in 2014, an ar-
tistic statue of a KKK figure 
was erected on the Pentacrest 
with ensuing controversy. 

Overarching problems with 
racism and discrimination on 
college campuses in general 
were examined as a group; a 
general consensus was agreed 

upon for the necessity of more 
student support services in 
order to support a diverse stu-
dent population.

Everyone discussed, broke 
down, and defined a pletho-
ra of words including priv-
ilege, racism, and oppres-
sion. A number of different 
perspectives and reflections 
on the matter created a rich 
dialogue among the partici-
pants. 

Oppression was loosely de-
fined by the group as a matrix 

of dominance within social 
and formal laws. One of the 
descriptions of racism writ-
ten on the board was the sys-
tematic system of dominance 
based on white superiority. 

Privilege was considered ex-
tensively as a term that takes 
effect in many lives in a vari-
ety of ways. 

“We are entering the won-
derful umbrella of complexi-
ty,” Mercado said.

Waad spoke on the ways in 
which racial oppression oper-

ates systematically with socio-
logical terminology. He said 
the individual, microsystem, 
mesosystem, exosystem, and 
macrosystems of oppression 
affect people and all the levels 
come together to affect the in-
dividual.

“I feel that I learned some 
very valuable perspectives on 
racism and how to approach 
difficult subjects without 
fearing my own personal in-
volvement,” UI student Olivia 
Thier said.

Petty said remembering 
King beyond just this week 
has more to do with practic-
ing what he preached. She 
said being courageous and 
standing up for what’s right 
is in itself a powerful way to 
memorialize King going for-
ward.

“[King’s] message was about 
love, acceptance, tolerance, 
and inclusion,” Petty said. 
“We are far from that as a 
people in general and as a 
country.” 

Workshop examines white supremacy at UI
White supremacy and racism at the University of Iowa and beyond was addressed Wednesday at a workshop for Martin 
Luther King Jr. week. 

Petty
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Last semester, I began 
experiencing unrelenting 
fatigue and muscle pain 
like I had never felt before. 
For weeks, I could barely go 
to class or even stand to do 
the dishes. I begrudgingly 
made an appointment at UI 
Student Health & Wellness.

The day before my ap-
pointment, I went down 
the rabbit hole of Googling 
my symptoms. One result 
I came across was chronic 
fatigue syndrome. When 
I brought up the possibil-

ity of the condition at my 
appointment, the doctor 
chuckled and told me that 
it was not a real illness. He 
said my symptoms were 
most likely the physical 
manifestation of depres-
sion or anxiety — i.e., it 
was all in my head. He gave 
me a handout for Universi-
ty Counseling Service and 
sent me on my way.

Soon after, I visited 
my primary-care doctor 
back home, tested positive 
for pneumonia, and was 
promptly given antibiot-
ics. So much for “all in my 
head.”

Fast forward to last 
week’s PBS release of Un-
rest, a documentary by 
Jennifer Brea. She was a 
Harvard Ph.D. student 
preparing for her upcom-
ing wedding when she was 
struck with a high fever. 
After the fever broke, Brea 

experienced dizziness, re-
current infections, and 
debilitating neurological 
symptoms. Her neurologist 
diagnosed her with con-
version disorder. He said 
Brea’s physical symptoms 
were in response to some 
psychological trauma she 
may not even remember.

Brea  was eventually 
diagnosed with myalgic 
encephalomyelitis, more 
commonly known as chron-
ic fatigue syndrome — a 
very real illness twice as 
common as multiple scle-
rosis and recognized by the 
World Health Organization 
since 1969. Directing from 
her bed, Brea interviews 
people from around the 
world with the condition, 
which causes fatigue that 
does not improve with 
rest, memory problems, 
widespread pain, and more 
symptoms that range in se-

verity; 25 percent of suffer-
ers are either housebound 
or bedbound for long pe-
riods. And yet, they are 
continually dismissed and 
disbelieved by doctors who 
psychologize their symp-
toms—especially if they are 
women.

I hadn’t heard of conver-
sion disorder prior to my 
appointment at Student 
Health, or at least I thought 
I hadn’t. It was originally 
called hysteria, which Pla-
to described as women’s 
uteruses “blocking passag-
es, obstructing breathing, 
and causing disease.” In 
the 19th century, Freud 
dropped the uterus compo-
nent and instead theorized 
that people could subcon-
sciously convert psycho-
logical pain into physical 
symptoms — which is ex-
actly how my first doctor 
explained my symptoms. 

Today, hysteria — renamed 
“conversion disorder” — is 
diagnosed two to 10 times 
more in women than in 
men.

And so it comes as no 
surprise to me that ME/
CFS — an illness two to 
four times more common 
in women — is not taken 
seriously by the medical 
community. It comes as no 
surprise to me when I hear 
stories from female friends 
who have had doctors dis-
miss their fevers or coughs 
as stress-related. Multiple 
sclerosis was diagnosed as 
hysterical paralysis until 
CAT scans revealed brain 
abnormalities. Why are we 
repeating this narrative 
with ME/CFS almost 50 
years into its recognition 
by the World Health Or-
ganization? Why is it that 
when doctors do not imme-
diately have the answers, 

they assume an absence of 
biological cause?

I do not believe the med-
ical community is full of 
raging sexists. Rather, my 
experience and viewing 
of Unrest illustrated to me 
how incredibly human doc-
tors are — how they are 
susceptible to unconscious 
biases and sexism in the 
same way all of us are. And 
how they, in congruence 
with society, would rather 
offer easy explanations for 
the unfamiliar.

As we embark on a new 
semester, I hope we can 
open our minds to the di-
versity of others’ experi-
ences and the class mate-
rial presented to us. With 
persistent curiosity, our 
generation can be the one 
that looks deeper than hys-
teria and other flawed ex-
planations for what we do 
not yet understand.
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Sexism stunts progress in medical knowledge

On Jan. 11, the Des Moines 
Register published an article 
“Missouri governor’s sex scan-
dal prompts call for Iowa gover-
nor to return fundraiser mon-
ey” after the recent discovery of 
Republican Missouri Gov. Eric 
Greitens’ extramarital affair 
and allegations of blackmailing 
the woman involved.

Although Iowa Republican 
Gov. Kim Reynolds is not the 
woman involved in the affair, 
the wife of Greitens, or even 
an apologist for the actions of 
the disgraced governor, she is 
still facing backlash from those 
who disagree with her politics.

In response, Iowa Demo-
cratic Party head Troy Price 
said Reynolds should return 

the campaign donations, 
which were raised at the fund-
raiser and featured Greitens 
as the keynote speaker.

In November, Iowa Dem-
ocrats chose Alec Baldwin 
as their keynote speaker in 
order to raise enough money 
to try to conquer the gover-
nor’s seat in 2018. They were 
apparently blind to Baldwin’s 
lack of morals, even after 
years of him showing his true 
colors as a sexist, elitist, pre-
tentious comedian.

Unlike Reynolds, Demo-
crats had mounds of proof 
that Baldwin was not a pris-
tine role model, yet they want 
to fault the Iowa governor for 
an event that happened in Oc-
tober — months before allega-
tions against Greitens became 
known to the public.

I happened to be very vo-
cal when Baldwin was cho-
sen by Iowa Democrats to 
raise money for their Fall 
Gala. Personally, I believed 
that they should not have 
chosen a man who referred 
to his own flesh and blood 

as a “little pig.” Regardless, 
I never would have consid-
ered asking Iowa Democrats 
to return the funds raised 
because of his presence. 
As a Republican, I want to 
know that my candidate 
wins fairly and not because 
their opponent does not 
have the money to produce 
a solid campaign. Apparent-
ly, Price has not learned that 
you can be critical of others’ 
actions without sounding 
incredibly absurd.

If Price has suddenly found 
morals in light of the #MeToo 
movement, I would hope that 
he ask all Democrats who re-
ceived donations from Har-
vey Weinstein to return that 
money as well. Overall, Wein-
stein donated approximately 
$26,000 in support of 2016 
presidential candidate Hillary 
Clinton and $45,000 to Barack 
Obama’s two presidential 
campaigns. Price, who worked 
for both Clinton and Obama, 
saw firsthand how Weinstein’s 
gracious donations helped 
Obama win the executive of-

fice. It was Clinton’s sexual-as-
sault-sympathizing actions 
that lost her the presidency. 
Perhaps Price was unaware 

that he was working for the 
wife of the most famous Amer-
ican adulterer at the time.

Congratulations to Price 

for reinforcing an outlook 
many Iowans have on the 
Democratic Party: Hypocri-
sy is liberal privilege. 
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Unrest, a new documentary, explores the stigma surrounding chronic fatigue syndrome.

Reynolds faces liberal hypocrisy in fundraiser

On Dec. 5, I was one of 12 
candidates for governor of Io-
wa present at the Des Moines 
Register-sponsored guber-
natorial forum on mental 
health. We were asked what the 
most pressing problem in Io-
wa’s mental-health system was 
and what we would do as gover-
nor to fix it. My answer, based 
on personal experience, was 
simple.  We must first address 
the stigma surrounding mental 
illness. To lead, I would have to 
reveal my own experience. 

In 2011, I contemplated 
suicide. I was going to do 

it. I was going to end my 
own life.

One afternoon, I went for a 
long drive. The question was 
not if but how I was going 
to do it.   Near the end of my 
drive, I had a profound spiri-
tual experience. Many people 
have had these thoughts, but 
sadly, not come back from 
them. They left their friends 
and family behind. In Iowa, 
suicide is the second leading 
cause of death for people my 
age (15-34). Suicide and men-
tal illness are issues that im-
pact us all, at some level.  

Before last week, I had 
only told a handful of peo-
ple about my experience. In 
fact, for years it frightened 
me to think, let alone talk, 
about how I came that close 
to ending it all.  What would 
other people think? Would 
they reject me for jobs if they 
knew? What would family and 
friends think?  Would people 
disassociate from me?  

I didn’t plan to make such 
an admission last week.  When 
the question was asked, about 
the most important factor sur-
rounding mental health, there 

was only one answer I felt was 
right. We must address the 
stigma surrounding mental ill-
ness. If I can’t talk about some-
thing personal like that, there is 
certainly a stigma surrounding 
it.  If this is true for me, I am 
sure it must be true for others.

Andy McGuire, a physi-
cian and fellow candidate 
for Iowa governor, made 
a great point.  If someone 
walks into the room with a 
broken arm or leg, we would 
all go over and help them. If 
they were addicted to drugs, 
would we do the same? 

What if they were suffering 
from a mental illness?

I am certainly not the first 
Iowa politician to contemplate 
suicide and later talk about 
it. Former Gov. Harold Hughes 
contemplated suicide during a 
long battle with alcohol addic-
tion following World War II 
and before he became gover-
nor of Iowa and a U.S. senator.

  If you are depressed, sui-
cidal, or addicted to alcohol 
or illegal or legal drugs, it is 
nothing to be ashamed of or 
embarrassed by. I know peo-
ple who have recovered from 

methamphetamine addiction, 
alcohol addiction, and sui-
cide attempts.  It is perfectly 
acceptable to admit that you 
have a problem or are strug-
gling and ask for help. The 
stigma can only stay around if 
we ignore the problems. I just 
wish I had known this almost 
eight years ago.  

— Jake Porter

Jake Porter is a business 
consultant in Council Bluffs and 

a Libertarian Party candidate for 
governor in 2018 

Recognize mental illness to end stigma
GUEST COLUMN

MARINA JAIMES
marina-jaimes@uiowa.edu

ISABELLA ROSARIO
isabella-rosario@uiowa.edu

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds speaks during her first Condition of the State address in the Iowa Capitol on Jan. 9. Reynolds 
became governor in May 2017.
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FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 6A

MEN'S
CONTINUED FROM 6A

SWIMMING
CONTINUED FROM 6A

ter; of the 24 FBS teams worse 
than Iowa in the category, six of 
them were also in the Big Ten.

Another place in which Io-
wa struggled numerous times 
throughout the season was the 
running game. There were five 

games in which the Hawkeyes 
ran for fewer than 100 yards, 
averaging just 59.4 yards on 
the ground.

Though it was also diffi-
cult for the Hawkeyes to get 
anything going in the first 
half with the running game, 
they opened it up for Akrum 
Wadley in the second half. He 
ended with 88 yards on the 
ground, 24 through the air, 

and 171 on kick returns, bring-
ing his game total to 283 and 
earning him MVP honors.

Similarly to the season as 
a whole, when things were 
going wrong, Wadley never 
lost confidence in himself or 
his team.

“We came out of halftime 
with a lot of confidence. There 
were some things that were 
working and some things 

that weren’t,” Wadley said. 
“We never shied away from 
the game plan. We just had to 
overcome adversity.”

With the win, quite a few 
Hawkeyes got to walk off the 
field one last time on a high 
note. The team consisted of 18 
seniors, including Wadley and 
other hugely important play-
ers over the past four years, 
such as Josey Jewell, Ben Nie-

mann, and Matt VandeBerg, 
just to name a few.

There are a couple others 
who will leave the team after 
the win — Josh Jackson and 
James Daniels. Both juniors an-
nounced about a week after the 
game that they had declared for 
the NFL Draft.

Both said the decision was 
made after the game, and that 
heading into it the only focus 

was finally bringing a bowl 
trophy back to Iowa City and 
making sure the seniors left 
with a win.

“It’s been a long time since 
we won a bowl game. We just 
wanted to come in here, get 
the eighth win,” Jackson said. 
“That’s what our goal had 
been all [December], and we 
came out and did it. It’s just a 
great feeling.” 

Hawkeye tracksters set some marks in opener
The Hawkeyes have had a fast start to the season, setting personal records in multiple events at the Hawkeye Invitational.
BY ANDREW DONLAN
andrew-donlan@uiowa.edu

Iowa track and field had a 
successful start to the season 
at the Hawkeye Invitational on 
Jan. 13 in the Recreation Build-
ing, as tracksters from the 
men’s and women’s teams set 
many personal records.

Laulauga Tausaga, a first-
team All-American in last year’s 
outdoor season as a freshman, 
set a personal best of 15 meters 
in the shot put, which ranks 
third all-time at Iowa. Last sea-
son, she moved to sixth all-time 
with a throw of 14.76 meters 
during the indoor season at the 
Meyo Invitational.

“Laulauga is also working 
on being a weight thrower 
and hammer thrower,” Iowa 
Director of Track and Field 
Joey Woody said. “All of those 
things are just going to make 
her an even better athlete.”

New throwing coach Eric 
Werksey deserves some credit 
for having his group perform-
ing so well.

“For the throwers, it’s been 
a hard fall,” he said before the 
indoor season. “There’s been a 
lot of heavy weightlifting and 
detail-oriented drill work.”

At least from the first meet, 
it seems as if the training has 
paid dividends.

Taylor Arco ran the 400 
meters in 59.36 seconds. Last 
season at the Larry Wieczorek 
Invitational, she ran her best 
mark up until Saturday — 
1:00.10.

Three runners set person-
al marks in the mile. On the 
women’s side, Andrea Shine 
ran a 4:55. For the men, Na-
than Mylenek ran a 4:10 to win 
the event, while Ian Elkin ran 
a 4:14.

“It’s fun to see our distance 
runners go out and compete,” 
Woody said. “That’s what I love 
about Coach [Randy] Hasen-
bank and that distance group, 
they’re not afraid to mix it up 
in stuff like the 4x400 because 
he knows that will help their 
foot speed to help them be-
come better overall.”

Antonio Woodward ran 
the 60 meters in 6.85 seconds, 
improving on his previous per-
sonal mark, 6.94. He set that at 
the Iowa State Classic during 
the 2017 indoor season.

Anthony Williams ran his best 
time yet in the 60-meter hurdles, 
finishing in 8.11 seconds.

Gage Eller ran the 200 me-
ters event in 22.40 seconds, 
shaving .31 seconds off his pre-
vious personal best set at the 
Iowa Open during last year’s 
indoor season. However, soph-
omore Chris Thompson edged 
Eller out with a time of 22.34 
seconds in the same event.

Second-team All-American 
Carter Lilly ran the 400 in 48.66 
seconds, and freshman Ray-
monte Dow finished second in 
the event with an impressive 
48.96 mark.

Kevin Docherty broke his 
personal record with a 2:27.90 
in the 1,000 meters.

“We still have some athletes 
who didn’t even compete this 
weekend,” Woody said. “We’re 
trying to make sure they’re 

ready to go next week, so I’m 
excited to see how this meet 
will go.”

Senior Sheridan Champe 
ran the 200 in 24.20 seconds, 
good for another personal re-
cord. That number has been 

trimmed from 25.86 seconds, 
which she ran in the 2016 in-
door season.

Champe shied away from 
talking about any personal ac-
complishments after the race, 
focusing more on the team’s 

accomplishments.
“It was a great season-open-

er,” Champe said. “I think we 
put up some great times, men 
and women, and hopefully, 
we can carry that over to next 
week.” 

Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa senior Sheridan Champe finishes first in the 200 meters during the Hawkeye Invitational at the Recreation 
Building on Jan. 13. Champe finished with a time of 24.70.

With the improved team dy-
namic comes a new opportunity 
for new leaders to step up.

In the diving well, that has im-
proved the performance almost 
more than anything else.

“Our leadership on our team, I 
mean, we’ve got great leadership, 
and I think that’s the biggest 
thing,” head diving coach Todd 
Waikel said. “Everybody’s just 
coming together, and we’ve got 
some young blood coming up, 
and it’s just kind of a ‘feeds off 
each other’ situation.”

Another facet that has im-
proved is the overall perfor-
mance in the pool and faster 
times compared with last season.

Gear-related swimming, such 
as a Time 2000 exercise at the 
beginning of the season to set 
a base time, go into motivation 
and pushing the team to do bet-
ter.

In the weight room, the 
Hawkeyes have worked hard 
to gain the strength to push off 
harder and to develop the skills 
they need for success.

With the unit coming out 
stronger and faster than last 
year, and especially with the 
new, tighter team chemistry, 
the outlook going into the Big 
Ten Championships is good.

“I think we are all counting 
the days and weeks until Big 
Tens,” Mende said. “It’s going 
to be really exciting; we’re defi-
nitely going to do better than 
last year.”

In a conference as tough as 
the Big Ten is in swimming — 

Michigan, Ohio State, and Min-
nesota are top 25 in the men’s 
rankings — the perspective on 
the Big Ten Championship by 
some is realistic.

“I think we’re going to score 
top five overall as a team, top 
four is even possible,” Mende 
said. “I don’t think we can win 
a title yet, but I’m excited to see 
what this program is able to do 
in the next couple of years.”

The mindset for this team 
isn’t on improving each individ-
ual time from last season, but 
in focusing on the present and 
what they can do together.

“I think from a competitive 

standpoint, we look just at times 
and performances, and we seem 
to be just a little bit ahead,” head 

coach Marc Long said. “Some 
other things we look at are with 
the team and how they are pro-

gressing. Every year is such a 
different year, so we’re just fo-
cusing on this group.”

composure and shared the ball. 
They had a lot of guys in double 
figures, and I thought that was 
a key for them.”

Rutgers’ strong defense held 
true on Wednesday. Ranked 
second in the Big Ten in oppo-
nent points per game and third 
in opponent field-goal per-

centage, the Hawkeye offense 
couldn’t get much going out-
side of Jordan Bohannon.

At one point in the first half, 
Bohannon led a 9-0 run, hitting 
three 3-pointers, to give Iowa 
an early lead.

But that fell apart shortly 
afterwards when the Scarlet 
Knights went on a 12-0 run and 
kept the momentum for the 
rest of the game.

After Bohannon hit his 
first four shots from deep, the 

Hawkeyes seemed to fall off the 
map offensively.

Bohannon led the way for 
Iowa, dropping 23 points along 
with 5-of-9 shooting from be-
hind the arc, but no one else 
could get anything going — be-
sides Nicholas Baer in the sec-
ond half.

Baer tried to keep Iowa in 
the game, lighting it up from 
deep and affecting the game 
with efficient scoring.

All of Baer’s 11 points came 

in the second half, when the 
Hawkeyes needed someone to 
step up, but it wasn’t enough.

Earlier in the week, Mc-
Caffery said it was important 
for his team to establish its 
presence inside, but it was un-
able to do that against the Scar-
let Knights.

Tyler Cook, who has been 
a source of offense all season, 
only mustered 10 points. Lu-
ka Garza, who makes Iowa a 
much better team when he 

plays well, only had 8, shooting 
slightly better than 33 percent 
from the field.

“Their bigs were real physical 
and keeping us from getting too 
many easy baskets inside,” Mc-
Caffery said. “It doesn’t mean 
you stop trying to do that and 
just start jacking jumpers. You 
want to shoot open jumpers.”

Even though the Hawkeyes 
shot the ball well from 3-point 
range, they only shot 39.3 per-
cent as a whole.

Pair that with 17 turnovers 
for the third-straight game, 
and it’s no surprise that Iowa 
suffered a double-digit loss, 
especially against a defense as 
good as Rutgers’.

“We never, until the very 
end, looked comfortable offen-
sively,” McCaffery said. “We 
were working, we were moving 
the ball a little bit better, but 
our execution wasn’t good, and 
quite honestly, our shot selec-
tion wasn’t good.”



Hawks race 
ahead in 
the water

BY PETE RUDEN  
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

Iowa had momentum in the Big Ten for six days.
After coming back from being down 20 points 

on the road to Illinois and stealing a 104-97 over-
time win, it seemed as if the Hawkeyes may have 
figured things out.

That optimism went out the window when Iowa 
suffered an 80-64 loss at Rutgers on Wednesday.

While Rutgers has played stellar defense and 
lagged behind on offense all season, they played 
well on both ends of the floor against the Hawkeyes.

But strong offensive performances tend to be a 

theme when teams play Iowa.
The duo of Issa Thiam and Geo Baker tore the 

Hawkeye defense apart; they combined for 33 
points on 11-of-19 shooting.

They did most of their damage from behind the 
arc, shooting 7-of-11 from deep.

Corey Sanders got in on the action as well, fin-
ishing with 18 points and a monster slam that es-
sentially destroyed the rim.

“I think they played with great energy,” Iowa 
head coach Fran McCaffery said. “I think they 
were connected, and they really maintained their 

Sports
DAILY-IOWAN.COM

THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 2018

@DI_SPORTS_DESK

Nightmare in Jersey

Like the season, 
like the bowl game

After finally winning their first Big Ten game of the season, the 
Hawkeyes couldn’t get anything going on the road against one 
of the conference’s top defenses.

BY COURTNEY BAUMANN 
courtney-baumann@uiowa.edu

It has been four weeks since the Iowa football 
team set foot in Yankee Stadium to play in its last 
game of the 2017 season.

The Pinstripe Bowl was the first postseason game 
Iowa has won since 2010. The Hawkeyes managed 
to fight back from a 7-point deficit at halftime and 
come away victorious, 27-20, over Boston College.

There were other things causing adversity on Dec. 
27, 2017, that the Hawkeyes fought through — it was 

cold. The field froze, and some players switched over 
to sneakers because their cleats weren’t helping. The 
crowd was largely BC fans, adding even more to the 
away-game feel, and the offense struggled mightily 
to get anything going in the first half.

In many ways, the game was a whole lot like the 
entirety of the season for the Hawkeyes, and head 
coach Kirk Ferentz was one who pointed that out.

“I think the game, in a lot of ways, was reflective 
of our season,” Ferentz said after the game. “We had 
some ups and downs this year, some turbulence 
along the way, that kind of thing, but the guys pushed 

through it, and that’s certainly what happened.”
The offensive struggle was nothing new. That had 

been something the team tried to figure out for more 
than half the season. It was there against Michigan 
State, Northwestern, Wisconsin, and Purdue.

Perhaps the place where Iowa’s offense strug-
gled the most this season was on third down. The 
Hawkeyes converted just 34.4 percent of third 
downs, tying them for No. 104 in the country. To be 
fair, maybe it was the Big Ten defenses that were bet-

Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Kevin Ward (26) holds up the Pinstripe Bowl trophy after the Hawkeyes beat Boston College in Yankee Stadium on Dec. 27, 2017.

Every aspect of the Iowa 
swimming and diving teams 
look better compared with a 
season before.

BY ANNA KAYSER
anna-kayser@uiowa.edu

The Iowa swimming and diving teams have im-
proved in all aspects of the sport since last season, put-
ting them in a better position as the weeks lead to the 
Big Ten Championships.

One improvement that has arguably been the most 
influential is the way the Hawkeyes interact with each 

other. That comes from the coaches 
putting them in new situations to 
compete against one another while 
also lending support.

“We’ve done a lot more team activ-
ities, we’ve been split up into groups 
and doing challenges,” sophomore 
Hannah Burvill said. “I think that 
friendly rivalry within the team has 

brought us all a lot closer.”
That friendly rivalry helps the team fuel each other in 

both a competitive and supportive way.
“A lot of it has to do with how we step up in the pool 

and how we race each other, how we support each oth-
er,” junior Kenneth Mende said. “You can tell that every-
one has each other’s backs in the pool, and that really 
helps a lot.”

Iowa won its first bowl game since 2010 this year, and even though a lot has happened since then, it 
turns out the game was reflective of the season.

Jeffrey Gomez/The Daily Targum
Iowa guard Maishe Dailey attempts a layup in the Iowa-Rutgers game on Wednesday in Piscataway, New Jersey. The 
Scarlet Knights defeated the Hawkeyes, 80-64.

Track pros come to IC
It’s going to be a big weekend 

for Iowa track and field. While 
the Hawkeyes will host the Larry 
Wieczonek Invitational for its the 
second of three consecutive home 
meets, there’s more happening.

The meet will bring 32 profes-
sional track and field athletes to 
Iowa City including Olympic gold 
medalists, world champions, and 
NCAA champions.

The field includes such athletes 
as Aries Merritt, Fred Kerley, 
Courtney Okolo, Vernon Norwood, 
Jasmin Stowers, and Damar Forbes.

 It will also be something of a 
homecoming fork Hawkeye track 
and field — four of the 32 profes-
sional are Iowa alumni.

Erik Sowinski, Aaron Mallett, 
Kineke Alexander, and Troy Doris 
are set to return to the building 
that they called home during their 
college days.

 
Hawks on MLB radar

Iowa baseball had two players 
selected in the first six rounds of 
the 2017 MLB Draft, but it might 
not be done churning out profes-
sional prospects.

Robert Neustrom and Brady 
Schanuel were ranked in 
D1baseball.com’s top-100 College 
Prospects List for the 2018 MLB 
Draft, while Zach Daniels was 
called a potential top-tenth-round 
draft pick by the outlet.

Neustrom was honored as a 
second-team All-Big Ten outfielder 
for the 2017 season, slashing 
.310/.358/.486 to go along with 55 
RBIs and 9 home runs.

He also led Iowa in the World 
University Games in Taiwan in 
2017, hitting .387 with 6 RBIs.

Schanuel is a transfer from 
Parkland College, where he was a 
two-time All-American.

In the World University Games, 
he went 0-for-0 with a 2.16 ERA 
in two starts. He has also been 
selected in the MLB Draft twice.

Daniels is one of Iowa’s top 
returning pitchers from the 
2017 season. He went 7-3 with a 
3.22 ERA in 24 appearances last 
season.

He also went 2-0 in the World 
University Games, posting an ERA 
of 0.00.

“That’s what I love 
about Coach [Randy] 
Hasenbank and that 
distance group, they’re 
not afraid to mix it up 
in stuff like the 4x400 
because he knows that 
will help their foot 
speed to help them 
become better overall. 

- Director of 
Track and Field 
Joey Woody on 
the distance 
squad

 HAWKEYE UPDATES

STAT OF THE DAY

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

Burvill

17turnovers SEE MEN'S, 5A

Say hello to Iowa’s men’s basket-
ball season. And now say good-bye.

The Hawkeyes’ next home game is 
against Purdue, and a student ticket 
is $20, according to Iowa athletics, 
and adult tickets are $35 — and those 
are just the nosebleeds.

Many students and adults would 
find a cheaper cost much more 
appealing, according to my very 
informal survey and my very basic 
common sense.

I understand that Purdue is a good 
basketball team, but Iowa’s perfor-
mances this season seemingly cancel 
out the spectacle of Boilermaker 
basketball.

Can we say there is a scarcity 
of basketball tickets? This season, 
hardly. The last time Iowa played 
in Carver-Hawkeye on a Saturday 
was against Penn State, and 12,805 
Hawkeye fans flooded into Carver’s 
15,500 seats.

Now take it from a journalism 
major who took economics in high 
school: Supply should equal the 
demand for the seats. Thus, the cost 
of tickets needs to be lowered if Iowa 
athletics is rational and trying to 
maximize profits.

With one Big Ten win under their 
belt and a heavy slate of games 
ahead, the Hawkeyes’ season may be 
over sooner than we hope, and I’m 
sure the Iowa Athletics Department 
wants as many spectators to see the 
last few games they have.

— James Geerdes

Iowa men’s basketball 
has turned the ball 
over 17 times in each of 
the past three games.

SEE FOOTBALL, 5A

SEE SWIMMING, 5A
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The Detroit of our souls
Detroit is a Pulitzer-Prize-winning play that has received critical acclaim since its release. 

Riverside Theater will perform the play staring Friday.

Fourth of July will come early this year, 
heralded by explosive performances.

Riverside Theater, 213 N. Gilbert St., 
will begin its run of the comedy-drama 
Detroit at 7:30 p.m. Friday; the perfor-
mances will continue through Feb. 11.

Taking place in an unnamed Detroit 
suburb, the play follows Mary and Ben, 
a couple who struggle financially. Ben 
recently lost his job as bank-loan officer 
and takes another job in which he helps 
those in debt on the Internet.

One day, new neighbors move into 
their suburb. Sharon and Kenny are 
both recovering drug addicts. Mary and 
Ben decide to invite their neighbors to 
a backyard barbecue as celebration for 
Independence Day. In the banter among 
the couples, discourse bursts out as the 
four of them learn their individual back-
grounds.

Playwright Lisa D’Amour wrote the 
play, which has been performed all over 
the country since its release in 2010. 
D’Amour said she was driven to write 
Detroit after going through the recent 
major recession and housing crisis. Her 

father suffered major losses during the 
stock decline in 2008, even though he 
had a history of financial responsibility.

“I sensed in him a feeling of bewil-
dered frustration, like, ‘What did I do all 
this hard work for?’” D’Amour wrote in 
an email to The Daily Iowan. “So, while I 
wasn’t completely conscious of it while 
writing, the play bubbles with the anx-
iety and frustration of that particular 
American moment.”

She also wanted to keep the two cou-
ples distinct from each other in terms of 
their lifestyles and goals.

“I was interested in writing a play 
about two very different couples who 
wanted to be each other,” D’Amour said. 
“I’m fascinated with how restless we 
are as human beings. We think we know 
what we want, and then we get it and try 
to see it — we find ourselves stuck.”

After spending a year collaborating 
with other theaters, she said she wanted 
to create something mainly for herself.

“I needed to hole up and write some-
thing private, with zero expectations 
about how or if it would succeed,” she 

SEE DETROIT, 5B

BY SARAH STORTZ  | sarah-stortz@uiowa.edu

•  When: Jan. 19–Feb. 11, times vary

•  Where: Riverside Theatre, 
213 N. Gilbert St.

•  Cost: $12-$30 

EVENT INFO

said. “The irony, of course, is that now 
it is my most widely produced play.”

During its time in the theater scene, 
Detroit received critical acclaim be-
cause of its honest humor and accurate 
representation of the working class, 
and it garnered a Pulitzer Prize for 
Drama in 2011. D’Amour has traveled 
all over the world to see adaptations of 
the play, being amazed with how dif-
ferent theaters interpret it.

“I’ve seen theaters achieve with lots 
of money and high tech, and I’ve seen 
theaters achieve it using only lights 
and sound,” she said. “And to be hon-
est, some of the low-tech versions have 
been my favorite. I love watching the-
aters tackle this challenge creatively 
and trusting that the greatest tool they 

PHOTO BY BEN ALLAN SMITH

Design by Allie Wilkerson



 FRIDAY, 6 & 8:30 P.M., FILMSCENE

Album of the Week:  BØRNS’  Blue Madonna
Up and coming singer Børns released his 

second album, Blue Madonna, on Jan. 12. 
The album stays true to the singer’s original 
dreamy sound. He mixes acoustic guitar with 
electronic beats to establish his soothing yet 
danceable rhythms. After his single “Electric 
Love” took off in popularity, it was hard to 
think he would surpass his quick success, 
but “God Save Our Young Blood” (with Lana 
Del Rey) seems like it would be able to climb 
the music charts because of the catchy 
chorus, the collaboration with Lana Del Ray, 
and the unique EDM bridge.

Blue Madonna is the album to listen to 
when going through a breakup. The lyrics range from loving someone to missing 
the person to being better off without the person. In “Man,” lead vocalist, Børns 
sings “I wanna be your man” in an upbeat tune, while in “I Don’t Want You Back,” 
the song says he is better off without his ex than he was with.

Song Pick: “Faded Heart”

8 P.M., BLUE MOOSE, 211 IOWA

 JACK HAWLOW

BIG MEAN SOUND MACH
IN

E

I, TONYA

CALL ME BY YOUR NAME

Set in a fishing village and the Strait of Florida, an old fisherman sets 
out on his boat for the 85th day, expecting the same as the previous 
84 days: no fish. To his surprise, his lines catch a massive marlin. 
Unyielding and strong, the marlin refuses to give up, and an epic fight 
begins between the old man and the fish for three days. 

Finally able to win, the old man reels in his prize, unaware of the 
danger he will run into on his way home. Will the old man have the 
stamina and ability to face off the fierce sharks? 

SUNDAY, 7 P.M., GABE’S

SONG OF THE SEA

FR
IDAY 3:30 P.M., FILMSCENE

Seaborne has recently become a widow. When her unhappy 
marriage ended abruptly, she felt lost yet relieved. Hoping to find 
some literal and metaphorical fresh air, she departs London and 
arrives in Essex, where she finds a 300-year-old mystery waiting 
for her. The Essex Serpent, a mythical creature, has returned to 
the area and has taken its first life. Cora and new friend William 
Ransome are skeptical and begin an investigation into a terrifying 
beast. Cora and new friend William Ransome are skeptical and 
begin an investigation into a terrifying beast.

Essex Serpent promises to be a book of mystery, intrigue, and 
long lost loves.

2B 80 HOURS

WEEKEND EVENTS

 THURSDAY 01.18

   FRIDAY 01.19

SATURDAY 01.20

Darkest Hour, a war 
drama, follows British 
Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill (Gary Oldman) 
through the duration 
of World War II. During 
the beginning of his 
tenure, Churchill faces a 
daunting ultimatum — 
negotiate a peace treaty 
with Nazi Germany or 
continue a war facing 
overwhelming odds. 

Darkest Hour made its world première at the Telluride Film Festival, and it 
received for nine nominations at the British Academy Film Awards.

Inspired by P.T. Barnum 
(Hugh Jackman), the 
creator of, first, the 
Barnum Circus, then the 
Barnum & Bailey Circus. 
It is a traditional rag to 
riches story featuring an 
award-winning score by 
Benj Pasek and Justin 
Paul. Barnum befriends 
playwright Philip 
Carlayle (Zac Efron) 
to help his struggling 
circus. Once the 
spectacle garners international attention, Barnum abandons his original circus, 
composed of a bunch of societal misfits, to go on tour with a Swedish opera 
singer. He begins to lose himself in the midst of his fame. 

— by Joshua Balicki 

— by Natalie Betz

— by Madison Lotenschtein

DARKEST HOUR

FILM

FILM

FILM

• UNDERGROUND OPEN MIC, FREE JAM SESSION, 
& MUG NIGHT,  8 P.M., YACHT
CLUB, 13 S. LINN

• LOCAL H, 8 P.M., GABE’S, 330 E. WASHINGTON
• DAMN JUHL DANCE PARTY, 10 P.M., YACHT CLUB
• SOULSHAKE, 10 P.M., GABE’S

THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA, BY ERNEST HEMMINGWAY

MUSIC
• MARK BERNAT AND FRIENDS WITH THE 
MANHATTAN CHAMBER PLAYERS, 3 P.M.,
OLD CAPITOL
• BIG MEAN SOUND MACHINE, 7 P.M., GABE’S

SUNDAY 01.21

MUSIC

MUSIC

•  SONG OF THE SEA, 3:30 P.M., FILMSCENE, 118 E. 
COLLEGE
•  LADY BIRD, 4 & 8:45 P.M., FILMSCENE
•  I, TONYA, 6 & 8:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
•  LOVING VINCENT, 6:15 P.M., FILMSCENE
•  DADDY’S HOME 2, 8 & 11 P.M., IMU IOWA THEATER
•  WONDER, 8 & 11 P.M., IMU BIG TEN THEATER

• HAPPY FEET, 10 A.M., FILMSCENE
• CALL ME BY YOUR NAME, 12:30, 3:15. 6, & 8:45 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• LADY BIRD, 1:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• I, TONYA, 4, 6:30, & 9 P.M., FILMSCENE
• DADDY’S HOME 2, 5, 8, & 11 P.M., IMU IOWA THEATER
• WONDER, 5, 8, & 11 P.M., IMU BIG TEN THEATER

• HAPPY FEET, 10 A.M., FILMSCENE
• CALL ME BY YOUR NAME, 12:30, 3:15. 6, & 8:45 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• LADY BIRD, 1:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• I, TONYA, 4, 6:30, & 9 P.M., FILMSCENE
• DADDY’S HOME 2, 5, 8, & 11 P.M., IMU IOWA THEATER
• WONDER, 5, 8, & 11 P.M., IMU BIG TEN THEATER

THE ESSEX SERPENT, BY SARAH PERRY CORA 

A DIFFERENT HOT COCOA 
Beer can get too cold during these awful 

months, just like us. The West O CocO Stout is 
no exception. This tasty beverage hails from 
an up-and-coming brewery located up in 
the frigid northwestern part of the state by 
the Iowa Great Lakes. Plus, it’s a gold medal 
winner at the Great American Beer Festival. So 
there’s that, too.

Do your tastebuds a flavor, and serve it 
around 45-55 degrees so you don’t mask the 
notes that you’re paying for. This one has a lot 
to offer. This CocO Stout is actually classified 
as a milk stout. It’s sweet, smooth, and creamy 
with tons of roasty chocolate and vanilla 
notes. It doesn’t have the liquid silk quality of 
Guinness, but what it lacks in mouth feel, it 
more than makes up for with an chocolatey 
avalanche of flavor on your palate. Just be 
sure to find a place for it to warm up. You will 
be glad you did. Cheers!

— James Year

MISCELLANEOUS

THEATER

THEATER

THEATER

• BIG BREW HOME BREW FEST, 4 P.M., BIG GROVE 
BREWERY, 1225 S. GILBERT
• GREAT GATSBY DANCE, 7 P.M., IMU SECOND-
FLOOR BALLROOM

• DETROIT, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE
• WESTERN TINDER, 8 P.M., THEATER B

• DETROIT, 2 P.M., RIVERSIDE
• SUPERIOR DOUGHNUTS, IOWA CITY COMMUNITY 
THEATER, 2 P.M., JOHNSON
COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS, 4265 OAK CREST HILL ROAD S.E.

• DETROIT, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATER, 213 N. 
GILBERT
• WESTERN TINDER, 8 P.M., THEATER BUILDING 
THEATER B

MUSIC

WORDS

• 30TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY, 5 P.M., YACHT CLUB
• JACK HAWLOW, 8 P.M., BLUE MOOSE, 211 IOWA

• MINDFULLESS BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES, 5 
P.M., WESLEY CENTER, 120 N. DUBUQUE

MISCELLANEOUS

MULTIMEDIA

MISCELLANEOUS

• PUB QUIZ, 9 P.M., MILL

• FOUR MOVEMENTS TOWARD FREEDOM: A 
CREATIVE SHOWCASE, 6:30 P.M., HANCHER

• DOWNTOWN HOT COCOA CRAWL, 5 P.M., 
PEDESTRIAN MALL
• IHEARIC, 8 P.M., MILL, 120 E. BURLINGTON

DI

DI

DI

DI

DRINK OF THE WEEK

OPENING MOVIES

LIT PICKS

ALBUM PICK
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West O CocO Stout

THE GREATEST SHOWMAN

WORDS
• PAGE FORTNA, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, 11 A.M., 
302 SCHAEFFER
• THE CRAFT OF WRITING, 6 P.M., LATINO NATIVE 
AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER
• OLIVIA CLARE AND JAMES HAN MATTSON, 7 
P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS, 15 S. DUBUQUE

FILM
• CALL ME BY YOUR NAME, 12:30, 3:15, 6, & 8:45 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• LADY BIRD, 1:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• I, TONYA, 4, 6:30, & 9 P.M., FILMSCENE
• EXHIBITION ON SCREEN: DAVID HOCKNEY, 7 P.M., 
ENGLERT, 221 E. WASHINGTON
• DADDY’S HOME 2, 8 & 11 P.M., IMU IOWA THEATER
• WONDER, 8 & 11 P.M., IMU BIG TEN THEATER

WORDS
• LATINX COMMUNITY INCLUSION, 1 P.M., LATINO 
NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER

WORDS
• STAND UP, SPEAK OUT: TEENS TALK RACE, 1 P.M., 
IOWA CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY, MEETING ROOM A, 123 
S. LINN

12:30, 3:15, 6, & 8:45 P.M., FILMSCENE
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BY JOSHUA BALICKI
joshua-balicki@uiowa.edu

In his début novel, The 
Lost Prayers of Ricky Graves, 
James Han Mattson tells 
a timely tale about a mur-
der-suicide that roils a small 
New Hampshire town.

Mattson will read from his 
novel, along with author Ol-
ivia Clare, at Prairie Lights, 
15 S. Dubuque St., at 7 p.m. 
Friday.

With layered and inventive 
prose, Mattson tells the story 
of Ricky Graves, a gay teenag-
er who turns to social media 
to connect with the world 
around him. Ricky befriends 
Jeremy Little on Man-Date, 
an Internet chat room for gay 
men. Jeremy helps Ricky deal 
with the hardships of living 
in a community that does not 
value him.

However, everything 
changes when a man named 
Wesley Thompson plays a 
heartless prank on Ricky by 
releasing an explicit photo-

graph of him. The unbear-
able humiliation Ricky faces 
leads him to murder Wesley 
and wound Mark McVitry 
before killing himself. The 
murder-suicide draws heavy 
media attention, leaving the 
small community in sham-
bles.

The Lost Prayers of Ricky 
Graves was written in re-
sponse to the Tyler Clem-
enti case, in which Rutgers 
freshman Clementi com-
mitted suicide by jumping 
off the George Washington 
Bridge after his roommate 
live-streamed him being inti-
mate with another man in his 
dorm room.

“The roommate invited 
other people to watch, and 
gawk, and be disgusted, and 
that punched me in the gut 
— that insensitivity really 
disturbed me,” Mattson said. 
“That was when I knew I had 
to write something.”

The novel was also written 
in response to the “It Gets 
Better” campaign. Mattson 

felt the campaign was an 
inadequate effort to reach 
struggling teenagers. It came 
off as “parental” — some-
thing that isolated victims 
rather than unifying them.

Mattson switches from 
first-person narration to 
electronic interactions with 
profound depth and preci-
sion. These various points of 
view shifts make it easier to 
inhabit the lives of the six al-

ternating characters.
The easiest character to 

write was Ricky’s sister, Al-
yssa, Mattson said, because 
of her “down-to-earth per-
sonality and keen sense of 
wisdom.”

After the media coverage 
dies down, newly pregnant 
and jobless Alyssa moves 
home from her stint in Bos-
ton to help her mother, Har-
riet, cope with the death of 

her son. As time goes by, 
Alyssa cannot help but feel 
partially responsible for 
what happened to her broth-
er. This seems to be a com-
monality in each of the char-
acters.

The Lost Prayers of Ricky 
Graves is rich with topical 
themes such as bullying, 
social alienation, and loss. 
However, Mattson refuses to 
tell a one-sided story. Each 
character forces the read-
er to delve deeper into the 
emotional core of the mur-
der-suicide.

Mattson hopes the book 
elicits a nuanced and pro-
active discussion about the 
effects bullying and technol-
ogy have on our culture.

“I felt that the current dis-
cussion about bullying was 
really simple, and the idea of 
bullying is quite complex,” 
he said. “I couldn’t talk about 
bullying without inserting 
technology because it is the 
way we communicate today.”

Mattson worked the night 

shift at the French Hotel 
North in Berkeley, Califor-
nia, where he read to pass 
the time. He remembered 
reading a book by Clive Bark-
er and thinking, “I could do 
it better,” he said.

He graduated from the 
Iowa Writers’ Workshop in 
2008 and spent the follow-
ing year teaching at the uni-
versity. He is excited to come 
back to Iowa City a decade 
later.

“To be in a place where lit-
erature is not only appreciat-
ed but revered is wonderful,” 
Mattson said. “I spent a good 
amount of time in Prairie 
Lights, so to be able to go 
back and read is an honor.”

BY RHIANA CHICKERING
rhiana-chickering@uiowa.edu

On Saturday, audiences 
will be mesmerized as ele-
ments of surprise emerge 
and lines dividing music 
genres fade away.

Local bands Aaron Kamm 
and The One Drops, 6 Odd 
Rats, Goosetown, Glass Fe-
mur, and Soul Sherpa are 
set to perform at the Yacht 
Club’s 30th Anniversary Par-
ty. The party will start at 5 
p.m. at 13 S. Linn St.

“I think the lineup for this 

specific performance … is go-
ing to be the best of the best 
of what this area has to of-
fer,” said Ian Draves, the bass 
player for Soul Sherpa.

While that band catego-
rizes itself as a soul and funk 
group, its music embodies a 
variety by also incorporating 
jazz and rock.

Soul Sherpa often shocks 
audiences with its 10 mem-
bers, which include a 
four-person horn section 
providing jazz influences.

Not only will audiences 
hear unique music styles, but 

they will also dance along, 
sing along, and even laugh 
along with the bands.

“I want people to have 
fun, [and I] try to make sure 
people are dancing,” said Joe 
Blesz, a vocalist for the 6 Odd 
Rats. “It’s the worst thing go-
ing to a show, and they’re re-
ally good — you can tell [the 
band] is really good — but 
they’re not having fun, but 
you can definitely tell we are 
having fun.

“We are a blues, soul, and 
rock fusion band with a dash 
of pop.”

“And that’s ‘pop,’ not ‘pot,’ ” 
said 6 Odd Rats guitarist Phil 
Pagano, with his crazy sense 
of humor.

Above all, audiences will 
feel invigorated at the Yacht 
Club’s 30th Anniversary bash.

Into the heart of tech bullying

Yacht Club to hold 30th anniversary bash
Yacht Club is celebrating their 30th anniversary in the only way they know: music.

After a photographic ‘prank,’ a murder-suicide sparks chaos in a small New England town.

When:
 5 p.m. Saturday

Where:
Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn

Cost: $10

EVENT INFO

Contributed

When:
7 p.m. Friday

Where:
Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

Cost: Free

EVENT INFO

File Photo
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A town divided in two
By MADISON LOTENSCHTEIN
madison-lotenschtein@uiowa.edu

“Tinder,” a word often as-
sociated with good looks and 
swiping left, has been reunit-
ed with its original meaning: 
parched kindling used to ignite 
a roaring fire. Smoke begins to 
rise in small-town Wyoming, in 
which two lesbians find their 
way through a harrowing maze 
of homophobia, xenophobia, 
and a line of missing horses.

Presented by the Theater De-
partment as part of its Work-
shop Series, Western Tinder will 
première on Friday in the The-
ater Building’s Theater B. Set 
in the late-90s, the protagonist 
duo are knit together like some 
relationships: Saia (Kaylyn 
Kluck) is quiet, observant, and 
still reeling from her traumatic 
childhood; Iris (Emilia Bend-
ler) speaks loudly and from her 
heart and is considered an out-
sider for not having lived in the 
community her entire life.

Western Tinder runs hard on 
the track of xenophobia and 
shows it through one of the 
troubles the town has stumbled 
into. With a line of horses miss-
ing, Renly (Brando Jenkins), a 
rancher, places the blame on a 
family of immigrants and pro-
tests their “unwanted” pres-
ence. The two powerful themes 
have a steady consistency in the 
arts, because art has the ability 
to change those inhumane per-
spectives.

Students are typically young 
people, and most live in a puz-
zle of figuring out who they 
are. Saia and Iris, in addition 
to their outer-world problems, 
face their own tangled mix-
tures of insecurities.

“I had had these characters 
and the setting in my head for 
a long time, but I wasn’t really 
sure what I wanted to do with 
them,” said writer Adeleine 
Grubb. “They were just sort of 
hanging out in my head for a 

while, because I was at a pretty 
big turning point in my own 
life.

“It was my freshman year of 
college, and I was away from 
home, and I felt like I was at a 
point where I would be able to 
determine the sort of person I 
wanted to be, but I was scared 
because I didn’t really know 
who that person was,” she said. 
“And I felt like that was a feel-
ing that probably a lot of peo-
ple in college could relate to, so 
the story sort of emerged from 
there.”

“I love the theater,” said di-
rector Gracey Murphy. “I think 
art is the best way to tackle 
these problems.”

Murphy is a former DI re-
porter. 

Political relevancy is vital to 
this play, and it fixes its gaze 
on homophobia, a mess that 
most people thought had been 
cleaned up. The character of 
Sheriff Odie Carlson (Ellis Fon-
tana), ripe with the disorder, 
taunts and bullies Saia and Iris 

because of their way of life.
While Odie’s character may 

seem blindly one-sided, the 
audience must learn that he 
was not so harsh in his earli-
er years. To gain support and 
trust from the town, he opted 
to take the “anti-gay” side.

However, to be liked in 
such way can lead to broken 
morale.

“He’s not who he pretends 
to be,” Murphy said.

Some of University of Iowa 
students have lived in small 
towns until moving to Iowa 
City; all with their unique 
mixtures of livelihood.

Some have endured the 
type of little-town stares and 
whispers that are totally not 
whispers and have looked in-
to the eyes of fear toward ho-
mophobia and xenophobia.

“Either you submit to them 
or find your own way to resist 
against them,” Fontana said. 
“Even though those people still 
exist, it’s not just their world, 
it’s everyone’s world, too.”

 Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Junior Kaylyn Kluck, playing Saia, reads a book as her girlfriend Iris, played 
by sophomore Emilia Bendler watches during a dress rehearsal of Western 
Tinder. This student written and directed play examines homosexuality and 
intolerance in small town Wyoming. Kluck is a current DITV staff member. 

Theatre B will be host to their own Wild West this weekend. 
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DETROIT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

have to work with is the au-
dience’s imagination.”

Katy Slaven (Sharon) said 
the tech at Riverside will help 
amplify the show.

“On a technical side, there 
are going to be things that 
the audience will see in this 
production that they’ve nev-
er seen at Riverside before,” 
Slaven said. “Some of the 
shows here have much more 
of a focus on acting, and as 
much as we’re focused on act-
ing in this production, there’s 
also some really fun magic 
tricks.”

She said she was ecstatic to 
take on the project after hear-
ing Angie Toomsen would di-
rect the show.

“I trust Riverside very 
much,” Slaven said. “I’ve do-
ne several shows here, and 

every one of them has been 
a valuable experience for me, 
so I always look forward to 
getting to work here. Ang-
ie Toomsen has the unique 
blend of being incredibly 
kind and a fun person while 
still having a very clear point 
of view and never being 
afraid of telling you what she 
really thinks.”

Slaven described Sharon as 
someone who is free-spirited 
and open, even though life 
has treated her harshly.

“I think that throughout 
the play, she brings out some 
of the other characters who 
might be a little more in their 
heads about things,” Slaven 
said. “She helps get them in 
touch [with] parts of them-
selves that might get lost.”

John Miersen (Kenny) will 
make his theatrical début at 
Riverside after being asked 
to audition for a part. While 
delving into his character, he 
said, he identified with Ken-

ny by having a bit of an unsta-
ble side.

“Kenny, in the show, is try-
ing to play a normal person 
living in a suburb, but there’s 
a wild side that’s burning in-
side of him,” Miersen said.

After initially reading the 
script, he wasn’t sure how the 
team could bring the chaos to 
life.

“I thought, ‘How are we go-
ing to do this?’ ” he said. “It’s 
still crazy, every night we do 
it, but we kind of got a grasp 
on it. Once you get a grasp on 
it, it gets tamer, so you can 
wrap your mind around it.”

Throughout the events in 
the play, D’Amour said, the 
audience can take away an 
important message from all 
the insanity.

“We are making ourselves 
in each moment,” she said. 
“We are making America in 
each moment. Don’t be afraid 
to speak the truth and invent 
yourself.”

Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
Actors rehearse Detroit at Riverside Theater on Wednesday. 
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