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Ever since he talked his mother into buying him 
a movie camera when he was 12, Kevin Kelley has 
loved to make movies.

Now, after 30 years of working as a videogra-
pher for the University of Iowa, Kelley will retire 
on Dec. 1.

But his retirement won’t be the end of his film-
making career; he will continue making docu-
mentaries through a new nonprofit organization 
called New Mile Media Arts that he helped to 
found.

Kelley, who has two Emmys and two CINE 
Golden Eagle Awards under his 
belt, never formally studied film. 
Kelley obtained an art degree 
from the University of Northern 
Iowa, where he studied painting, 
but filmmaking has always been 
where his passion lies. 

“You learn by just doing it,” Kel-
ley said. “I was lucky because in 

high school one of my teachers decided to start a 
film class, which was really unprecedented at the 
time.”

During his time as a video producer for the UI 
Office of Strategic Communication, Kelley men-
tored students interested in filmmaking, some of 
whom have gone on to work for Oprah, “Saturday 
Night Live,” Warner Brothers, and Lionsgate, not 
to mention two who wrote a screenplay for John 
Krasinski.

For these contributions and many others, Kelley 

BY ANDY MITCHELL
andrew-mitchell@uiowa.edu 

According to the July 2016 
U.S. Census, 28.2 percent of Io-
wa City’s 74,398 residents live in 
poverty.

Iowa City nonprofits, a mem-
ber from the Iowa Human 
Services Department, and a 
member of the Iowa City Neigh-
borhood and Development Ser-
vices met Tuesday night at the 
Iowa City Public Library to dis-
cuss the issue of poverty in the 
city and answer questions on 
how it is being tackled.

One of the first questions 
asked the panel was about hav-

ing input from the client popu-
lation while making decisions. 
Sarah Benson Witry, the Food 
Bank and emergency assistance 
director for the Crisis Center, 
said it was a topic that the center 
is working on.

“We’re not doing as good as 
we could be doing at the Crisis 
Center,” Witry said, noting that 
it has been a topic at numerous 
recent board meetings. 

She said that currently, the 
center tries to engage with its cli-
ent population through surveys 
and advertising open board posi-
tions.

Tracy Hightshoe, the interim 
director of the city Neighbor-

hood and Development Services 
in Iowa City, said there’s more 
work to do at the city level, and 
officials have a hard time get-
ting lower-income people to sit 
in on committees. Despite this, 
she said, these people without 
the time to participate still want 
to be participatory.

“We need to be talking to 
people, not make them feel like 
they’re being studied like lab 
rats,” she said. 

Rachel Lehmann, the case 
manager for Shelter House, 
asked the audience a hypothet-
ical question to understand the 

Bridging political 
division on the UI 
campus
One year after the divisive 2016 
presidential election, The Daily 
Iowan set out to ask students 
if they talk politics with people 
with different viewpoints. Some 
Hawkeyes are reaching across 
the aisle, while others remain 
politically disengaged, but 
most are staying safe in their 
echo chambers. Politics, 5

Russian Revolution 
re-examined
In a Prairie Lights presentation, 
No. 1 New York Times Bestsell-
ing writer Janet Fitch will read 
from her new historical novel 
at the Iowa City Public Library. 
Throughout this intimate and 
harrowing tale, readers learn 
that life is not inevitable, 
rebellion is rarely self-evident, 
and freedom takes more than 
it provides. News, 3

A sort of homecoming 
for 2 Iowa football 
players

Quarterback 
Nate Stanley 
and running 
back Toren 
Young will re-
turn to their 
home state of 
Wisconsin for 
the Hawkeyes’ 
matchup 

against the Badgers. Stanley 
said he may know up to 200 
people in the crowd, and 
several of Young’s friends were 
recruited to play for Wisconsin. 
Sports, 8

Seattle joins Iowa City 
as Cities of Literature 
in U.S.
Shortly after the United States 
decided to withdraw from 
UNESCO, Seattle became a City 
of Literature, joining Iowa City 
and 26 other cities around the 
world with the designation. 
Iowa City officials look forward 
to working with Seattle. 
News, 2

Iowa volleyball takes 
on top-ranked Nittany 
Lions

Going into 
a big match 
against No. 1 
Penn State, 
Iowa volley-
ball has been 
focusing on 
fine-tuning 
the details. 
The team has 

the home-court advantage and 
hopes to ride the successes 
of Kelsey O'Neill and Annika 
Olsen, giving the Hawkeyes 
confidence going into the 
match. Sports, 8
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Two incumbents return and one newcomer joins the council.

BY SARAH WATSON AND EMILY WAGNEN
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Iowa City will have its first Muslim woman 
and immigrant on the City Council. 

Candidate Mazahir Salih was the only new-
comer elected to the council on Tuesday. Incum-
bent Councilors Kingsley Botchway and Susan 
Mims retained seats, with Mims moving from 
at-large to the District B representative. 

Salih and Botchway beat out Angela Winnike 
for the two at-large seats, and Mims prevailed 
over newcomer and University of Iowa student 
Ryan Hall to clinch the District B seat. 

Around 15.5 percent of registered voters voted 
in the election.

Botchway won the largest percentage of votes 
for the at-large seats with 78 percent, and Salih 
was close behind with 77 percent. Winnike re-
ceived 19 percent of votes.

“All the people around the table really helped 
me not only from just a mental health or state of 
mind standpoint but just by helping me through 
the process,” Botchway said. “I think that we re-
ally campaigned for the people. We just wanted 
to get out there and make sure we talked to as 
many people as possible.”

Botchway said he was excited, honored, and 

Salih, Botchway, Mims 
win council election

SEE ELECTION, 2

SEE FILMMAKING, 2

Mazahir Salih is congratulated by supporters and family members at the Mill after election results were announced on Tuesday. Salih won an at-large seat on the City Council along with 
incumbent Kingsley Botchway.

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan

Officials tackle poverty
Panelists at the Iowa City Public Library addressed poverty.
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Tune in for LIVE updates
Campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
daily-iowan.com.

SEE POVERTY, 2

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Wendy Rickman, the Human Services Department division administrator for adult, children, and family services, 
speaks during an event in the Iowa City Public Library on Tuesday.

Retiring to 
filmmaking
Kevin Kelley, a filmmaker who 
worked as a video producer 
for 30 years, plans to continue 
making films through a new 
nonprofit.
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The Daily Iowan Ethics and 
Politics Initiative is funded 
by a private donor and 
will appear biweekly this 
semester. The team’s 
mission is to understand, 
interpret, analyze, and re-
port on topics, trends and 
personalities that shape 
politics in Iowa and the 
United States, and to rec-
ognize the importance of a 
strong ethical foundation 
in its pursuits. 
 
Email daily-iowan@uiowa.edu 
with story ideas, press re-
leases, or reader comments.

Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, 
discussed his plans to advance 
the well-being of U.S. veterans in a 
Tuesday press release from his of-
fice in honor of Veterans Day.

“… Let’s start with the pa-
tient-backlog scandal that has 
shaken public confidence in the 
health-care system operated 
by the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs,” Grassley said in 
the release. “The unacceptable 
practice of gaming the system 
to make it appear waiting times 
are meeting standards of care 

set by the VA tragically resulted 
in preventable deaths and deliv-
ered a black eye to the entire VA 
health-care system.”

Using his influence in the legis-
lature, Grassley said he keeps his 
thumb on the VA to help ensure 
that veterans receive the spectrum 
of services they were promised.

Grassley also noted the expan-
sion of services for Blue Water Navy 
Vietnam vets exposed to Agent 
Orange, family caregivers, mental 
health and traumatic brain-injury 
care for invisible wounds sustained 
in combat.

“I have long supported the 
work of whistleblowers who 

come forward to report wrong-
doing,” Grassley said. “Whis-
tleblowers can help foster a 
culture of transparency to help 
ensure the government works 
for the American people.”

Grassley said he will continue 
to advocate for those who notice 
something unacceptable.

“We are blessed with individual 
freedoms and a way of life like no 
other place on Earth,” he said. “We 
owe a debt of gratitude for those 
who serve in the U.S. armed forces 
to protect and defend America’s se-
curity and sovereignty.”

— by Madeleine Neal

Grassley stands up for 
vets’ health care

Trying to hear the other side in politics can build a community, but it can also leave one living on an isle.
By Molly hunter  |  molly-hunter@uiowa.edu

Politics

At a September town hall at 
the University of Iowa in which 
Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, spoke 
about health-care reform, she 
was repeatedly drowned out by 
audience members’ booing and 
“fix it” chants.

Enter Cole Kramersmeier, a 
UI student and a member of the 
UI College Republicans from 
Johnston, Iowa. He attends 
as many free political events 
on-campus as he can, and once 
there, he often tries to strike up 
conversation with people of op-
posing political views. He was 
at the Sept. 22 Ernst town hall.

“I tried to talk to someone 
afterwards — well, they in-
stigated me, because I had a 
‘Hawkeyes love Joni’ poster,” 
Kramersmeier said. “She just 
yelled at me for being a white 
man and then I said, ‘Wait — 
you don’t even know me.’ Then 
she just turned around, flipped 
me off, and walked away. Well, 
that’s not productive.”

Many different public fig-
ures, politicians, and govern-
ment and elected officials have 
noted that the 2016 presidential 
election — which happened ex-
actly a year ago today — shed 
light on a growing political 
divide in the United States. If 
you speak to students at the UI, 
you’ll find most of them agree.

A series of DI interviews re-
vealed there is consensus on a 
solution to this division: engage-
ment with those of different po-
litical persuasions.

But the problem, Kramers-
meier said, is people get heat-
ed quickly and civil discourse 
breaks down — as in the case 
with the woman he spoke to at 
the Ernst event.

“I know that we probably dif-
fer in our political views, and 
if we would have had a discus-
sion, if we didn’t come to an 
agreement, we’d have come to a 
mutual understanding,” Kram-
ersmeier said. “They wouldn’t 
have just said, ‘He doesn’t like 
Obamacare because he’s a Na-
zi and he wants people to die 
on the street.’ And I wouldn’t 
say, ‘Well, she just wants 
Obamacare because she’s a 

socialist.’ I don’t think she’s an 
anarcho-communist socialist. 
… But if you don’t talk to people, 
nothing happens.”

Ruchira Laroia, a UI sec-
ond-year dental student and 
self-identified liberal, said she 
changed her approach to polit-
ical discourse after the presi-
dential election.

“Prior to the election, I talked 
to a lot of people who had very 
similar mindsets, and then post 
[election], I felt like I needed to 
change the way I was talking 
about politics,” she said. “So I 
started reaching out and hon-
estly just very critically thinking 
about why maybe some people 
didn’t vote the way that I did 
or why people were frustrated 
with how things were going.”

Laroia said being empa-
thetic and understanding has 
been hard.

“There was a part of me 
that was like, ‘You can’t be em-
pathetic towards this, we’ve 
fought wars against this kind of 
stuff.’ I just put that to the side,” 
she said. “Clearly, there is an 
issue, so I should think about it 
and think about how I can deal 
with that in my personal life.”

Laroia said she reached 
across the aisle by inviting a 
friend to a lunchtime discus-
sion group.

“He’s a white male, and he’s 
from a very rural part of Iowa,” 
Laroia said. “I told him, ‘Hey, 
there’s this lunch meeting, you 
should come, there’s free lunch, 
it’ll be chill.’ And he was like, 
‘Oh, that’s not really my scene.’ 
And I was like, ‘Listen. I know 
you don’t think that you’re di-
verse, but you’re from a rural 
area — that’s diverse — and 
even though you are part of the 
majority of voices, we still need 
to hear your voice, and we still 
need you to be amplifying other 
people’s voices.’

“You could see that he was on 
the fence about it, and I was like, 
‘Nobody’s going to yell at you, I 
promise. Just come, just listen.’ 
… He was like, ‘I really want to 
hear your side of the story,’ and 
that was very affirming.”

Productive political con-

versations seem to have a few 
common denominators. For 
one thing, the people the DI 
interviewed said they usually 
don’t take place online.

“The thing about online is, 
even if it’s on Facebook where 
people know who you are, it’s 
still a lot easier to get nasty and 
not be civil behind a computer 
screen,” said Josiah Argo, the 
vice president of Young Amer-
icans for Liberty at the UI and a 
sophomore studying econom-
ics and business analytics in-
formation systems. “I’ve found 
that to be true. I’ve never got-
ten mean or nasty to someone 
face-to-face. I have done that 
online.”

Argo, a self-identified mod-
erate libertarian, said face-to-
face interactions are important 
to having a productive political 
discussion because people are 
more likely to hear one anoth-
er out in person than they are 
online.

“And you’d have to go in 
knowing that you’re going to 
hear stuff you’re not going to 
agree with; you might even be 
offended,” Argo said. “Listen-
ing to the other side does not 
mean agreeing with them — it 
just means hearing out what 
they have to say.”

Argo said it’s also important 
to be prepared to be wrong.

“If you’re not able to admit 
that there’s at least a small 
chance you’re wrong, you’re 
not going to gain anything,” 
he said. “It’s also really easy to 
fall into mud-slinging … if you 
go into it with an entitlement 
attitude.”

And as soon as things get 
angry or personal, Argo said, 
people stop listening.

But some people don’t even 
get that far. Some told the DI 
they aren’t engaging at all.

“I feel like I’m not the most 
knowledgeable in [politics]. I 
don’t follow it super-closely, 
so I don’t know,” said Moni-
ca Tipperreiter, a UI student 
majoring in Spanish and edu-
cation in English as a second 
language. “I listen to what oth-
er people say, but I usually don’t 

actively participate.”
Still others told the DI they 

continue to pursue conversa-
tions about politics but only 
with those who they know 
share their opinions.

“Usually, we all have the 
same views, and it’s whatev-
er’s popping online — what-
ever’s on YouTube — that we 
are talking about,” said Ahmed 
Hassan, a bioengineering ma-
jor at the UI.

Apoorva Raikwar, who stud-
ies anthropology at the UI, said 
she identifies as a liberal. She 
said the election hasn’t changed 
the way she moves through the 
political landscape in her per-
sonal life, where she continues 
to interact with people of simi-
lar political persuasions.

“But through a new position 
in [the UI] student government 
… I have opportunities to in-
teract with people of different 
political views. My position is 
director of diversity and inclu-
sion, so we are passing initia-
tives that are more contested 
with individuals in student 
government who are not as 
liberal,” Raikwar said. “When I 
have that hat on, I’m forced to 
interact with people who might 

not have the same personal 
views, but it encourages con-
versation, and I think it’s been 
really productive.”

Emiliano Martinez, a Demo-
crat and senior studying history 
at the UI who serves as the UISG 
Latinx constituency student 
senator, said he has political 
conversations with both his lib-
eral and conservative friends.

“My goal has never been to 
win politics when I’m talking 
to people,” Martinez said. “It’s 
about understanding and be-
ing in a place where we’re all 
having the kind of same con-
versation.”

Martinez said he doesn’t usu-
ally attend when conservative 
speakers are on campus, but like 
Kramersmeier, he did go to the 
Sept. 22 Ernst town hall.

While Ernst was in the mid-
dle of answering a question 
from a constituent at the town 
hall, Martinez stood up from 
his seat and began shouting, 
asking what Ernst planned to 
do to support Dreamers in the 
wake of the repeal of Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals.

“I can speak to my senator 
how I think is appropriate,” 
Martinez said.

Martinez said he thinks 
that’s especially true when he 
feels an issue is being ignored.

“If the question about DA-
CA students doesn’t get asked, 
then Joni Ernst came to Iowa 
City and didn’t hear the full 
conversation,” Martinez said. 
“I don’t think I could sit in the 
rally, not have the question get 
asked, and walk home.”

Ernst did not answer Mar-
tinez’s question at that time, 
but another town-hall attendee 
later asked if she would support 
the Development, Relief, and 
Education for Alien Minors Act, 
a bill designed to create a path 
to citizenship for undocument-
ed immigrants.

While Ernst was giving her 
answer — she said supports a 
solution that gives Dreamers a 
permanent legal status — about 
a dozen attendees marched out 
of the room chanting, “We’ve 
heard enough.”

Martinez said it’s important 
to be willing to listen to those 
with whom you disagree.

“Go in not thinking about 
the next thing you want to tell 
somebody,” Martinez said. 
“You’re supposed to listen twice 
as much as you talk.”

Reaching across the aisle

Joseph Cress/the Daily Iowan
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UISG Latinx constituency student senator Emiliano Martinez shouts from the crowd during a town hall meeting 
in the IMU on Friday, Sept. 22. While Sen. Ernst spoke in the IMU, a protest was held outside in Hubbard Park.

Crowd members hold signs showing approval and disapproval during a Sen. Joni Ernst town hall in the IMU on Sept. 22. While Ernst spoke in the IMU, a protest was held outside in Hubbard Park.
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kind of trouble that people in 
poverty face.

“How many of you, if you 
had a $400 emergency, have 
someone in your life you can go 
to for help,” she said.

Around a dozen people in 
the nearly full room raised their 
hands.

Bouncing off of this, Wendy 
Rickman, the division admin-
istrator for Adult, Child, and 
Family Services for the Human 
Services Department, visual-
ized the economic struggles she 
saw clients face.

“From my perspective, there 
are a bunch of people swim-
ming uphill,” she said. The ma-
jority of her clients are working 
at least one job, she said, and 
even with their jobs, they qual-
ify for benefits.

Human Services can provide 
programs such as food assis-
tance and childcare assistance 
for those who qualify.

Hightshoe addressed what 
she called misconceptions about 
subsidized housing, which is 
housing subsidized to be more 
affordable for those in need.

“About 60 percent of the 
people on these vouchers are el-
derly and disabled,” she said. “If 
they aren’t elderly or disabled, 
they’re working. And we need 

these people like cashiers and 
retail clerks.”

The panel also touched on the 
stigma of increased crime that 
comes with new affordable hous-
ing, addressing the discomfort 
people have with new affordable 
housing building projects.

“Subsidized houses do not 
cause crime,” Hightshoe said. 
“We see a lot of subsidized hous-
ing and we don’t see crime.”

She said there’s a lot of evi-
dence if you put someone, like 

a child, in permanent housing 
before age 13, they are less like-
ly to commit crimes, need less 
special-education services, and 
have a higher income through-

out their lifetimes.
“There’s not one kid I’ve met 

that hasn’t had a fire that we 
can either nurture or put out,” 
Rickman said.

humbled that the commu-
nity wanted him to continue 
his work on council.

“We’re very excited that 
we’ve won,” said Solomon 
Furious Worlds, Botchway’s 
campaign manager. “We’re 
very excited that we are able 
to say that we got the most 
votes and we’re very excited 
to move forward.”

After the last precinct 
sent in votes, the Salih cam-
paign’s cheers of excitement 
echoed around her watch 

party at the Mill. Campaign 
manager Shawn Harmsen 
took the microphone to the 
stage and introduced Salih 
to the crowd as the first Su-
danese Muslim woman to 
serve on the City Council. 

“I can’t even talk, but I am 
very very excited,” Salih said. 
“I campaigned hard, and I 
wanted to win, but I never 
pictured this moment.”

For the District B seat, 
Mims beat Hall 59 percent to 
41 percent.

Mims nervously paced 
around the club room of 
Blackstone minutes before 
polls closed, staring up at 
the screen showing the in-

coming results of the race. 
Supporters at the watch 
party began to quiet down 
and gather around the front 
of the room as 8 p.m. drew 
near. 

The small crowd broke out 
into applause as numbers fa-
voring Mims came in — one 
child in attendance exclaim-
ing he found a penny and it 
meant Mims would win.

Eventually, all 46 precincts 
in Iowa City had reported, 
and Mims was declared the 
winner. 

The crowd began to sing 
“Happy Birthday” to Mims, 
who was celebrating her 61st 
birthday.

“I was hopeful, but I don’t 
think you ever count on 
anything until the votes are 
all in,” she said. “You never 
know who’s gonna get out to 
vote.” 

Mims’ husband, Fred 
Mims, said he was proud to 
be her husband and he be-
lieved her win was a great 
tribute to her dedication to 
the city.

Although Hall, a UI stu-
dent, lost the seat to Mims, 
he said he still wants to be a 
presence in the community.

“I’m going to continue us-
ing my platform in whatever 
capacity it looks like to try 
to promote progress in our 

community,” Hall said. “I 
don’t know what it’s going to 
look like, but I know I want 
to stay involved." 

Hall said he was disap-
pointed by the voter turnout 
— 15.5 percent. 

“I think there’s a chronic 
problem in our communi-

ty with turnout overall, it 
wasn’t just students,” Hall 
said. “It just goes to show 
there’s a lot of work to be 
done with voter education 
to mobilize people to care 
about local issues.”

Naomi Hofferber contributed 
to this article.

was recently given the David 
J. Skorton Award for Staff Ex-
cellence in Service to the UI.

“I’ve decided I love mak-
ing films, and I’m going to 
continue doing that through 
New Mile Media Arts,” Kelley 
said.

Kelley, who is the artistic 
director for New Mile, said 
the organization is not just a 
film company or a nonprofit 
that makes documentaries, 
it’s also about working with 
young filmmakers.

“We’ll be connected with 

students at all levels of edu-
cation, from college down to 
elementary school, who are 
interested in filmmaking,” he 
said.

A launch party was held 
Tuesday night at MERGE to 
publicly kick-start the orga-
nization and preview its first 
project, a film called “Stout 
Hearted,” which centers 
on Winterset, Iowa, native 
George Stout.

Stout led the Monuments 
Men, a group that saved more 
than 5 million pieces of art 
the Nazis had stolen during 
World War II and hidden in 
a salt mine in Belgium. After 
the war, Stout completed his 
undergraduate degree at UI.

New Mile has plans to make 
more documentaries on sto-
ries and figures with strong 
Iowa roots and global im-
pacts, though Kelley said at 
the moment nothing is being 
formally announced.

New Mile funding man-
ager and Board of Directors 
member Jen Knights said the 
company intends to focus not 
on what will make the most 
money but where the best sto-
ries are.

“There isn’t someone else 
telling stories about people in 
Iowa who have had a big im-
pact in the world and doing it 
from a nonprofit standpoint,” 
Knights said. “We’re doing it 
for the sake of the story, for 

the sake of letting the world 
know that Iowa is the gener-
ator of amazing people and 
stories.”

UI Belin-Blank Center Ad-
ministrator David Gould, a 
friend and longtime colleague 
of Kelley’s, said he is just the 
person to tell these stories 
because of his ability to find 
the heartbeat of a story and 
express it.

“He’s an incredibly talented 
storyteller because he cares 
about his films making mean-
ingful differences,” Gould 
said. “For Kevin, retirement 
will be doing more of the 
things he loves to do. It’s a 
new chapter as opposed to the 
end of a career.”
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Seattle becomes a Lit City
On Oct. 31, UNESCO designated Seattle as the second City of Literature in the U.S.

WHY IS THERE AIR?

Ashley Morris/The Daily Iowan
Society of Physics Vice President Danny Tallon, along with Emily Silich and Genna Crom, give surveys concerning concepts related to physics in the 
IMU on Tuesday. Their goal is to clear up common misconceptions such as why we have seasons. Those who answered the survey correctly received 
a coupon to Buffalo Wild Wings or Pappa John’s.

BY AADIT TAMBE
aadit-tambe@uiowa.edu

Seattle and Iowa City may be 
nowhere near each other, but 
they have one key thing in com-
mon: They are the only UNESCO 
Cities of Literature in the United 
States.

The UNESCO Creative Cities 
Network includes 180 cities across 
72 countries divided into seven 
categories — crafts and fold art, 
design, film, gastronomy, litera-
ture, media arts, and music.

In 2008, Iowa City was one of 
three Cities of Literature in the 
world and was the only one on 
the Western Hemisphere. On 
Oct. 31, Québec City, Canada, 
and Seattle joined the club. Six 
other cities across the world also 
joined in 2017, for a total of 28 in 
73 countries.

The announcement comes 
shortly after President Trump 
decided to withdraw the United 
States from UNESCO. Trump’s 
decision will not affect Iowa 
City’s designation, because the 
city’s relationship with UNESCO 
is direct.

“When we earned the desig-
nation, the criteria were specific 

to literature,” said John Kenyon, 
the director of Iowa City UNES-
CO City of Literature. “For Iowa 
City, it was having the Writers’ 
Workshop, strong international 
connections through the Inter-
national Writing Program, great 
bookstores and libraries, and a 
community in which literature 
played an integral role.”

Kenyon said since then, UNE-
SCO has somewhat changed the 
criteria for a city to earn the des-
ignation. Now, it is now based 
more on how much experience 
the city has in doing collaborative 
programming with other cities 
in various parts of the world.

“When Iowa City earned the 
designation, it was recognition 
for what the city had already ac-
complished, what it was current-
ly doing, and what it would do 
with it going forward,” Kenyon 
said. “These days, it is lot more 
based on what the city is doing 
currently and what it would do 
in the future. It is not as much 
based on what it has done in the 
past.”

Seattle has been influenced 
greatly by literature, Kenyon 
said, from having the largest 
independent bookstore in the 

world to having a number of rep-
utable, independent presses.

Kenyon also said Seattle has 
a strong indigenous population 
that has contributed largely to 
the culture, which is something 
Iowa does not have.

“We are very excited that Se-
attle has been designated a City 
of Literature,” Kenyon said. “We 
can find ways to leverage one 
another’s strengths and do some 
wonderful things.”

“It is very important for a city 
to have the City of Literature ti-
tle,” said Bonnie Sunstein, the 
director of the University of Iowa 
Nonfiction Writing Program.

Sunstein said Seattle being 
designated a City of Literature is 
a part of UNESCO’s effort to rec-
ognize Intangible Cultural Her-
itage, which is the culture and 
heritage communities possess 
but cannot be seen.

Seattle is a much bigger city, 
Sunstein said, and it is great to 
see that it is willing to put in the 
work it takes to earn the desig-
nation.

“The City of Literature title is 
something by which people out-
side Iowa, recognize Iowa City,” 
said Alex Chasteen, a UI student 

studying English and creative 
writing. “It is an umbrella term 
for the profound reasons Iowa 
City is unique when it comes to 
literature.”

Although it is exciting to see 
Seattle being designated, that 
Iowa City was the first City of 
Literature in the Western Hemi-
sphere, and the third in the 
world, says a lot, Chasteen said.



BY JOSHUA BALICKI
joshua-balicki@uiowa.edu

The historical novel The 
Revolution of Marina M., by Jan-
et Fitch, grapples with class 
power, poetic0 aspirations, 
love complications, economic 
struggle, insurgent politics, 
and one rapidly changing 
country. In dead of winter, 
radical poet Marina Makarova 
stands as a witness to the Bol-
shevik Revolution.

Throughout this intimate 
and harrowing tale, we learn 
that life is not inevitable, rebel-
lion is rarely self-evident, and 
freedom takes more than it 
provides.

Marina M. encourages us to 
reconcile with age-old ques-
tions, endure with dignity, and 
remember our history. Fitch 
says the novel is about a girl 
becoming a woman when she 
starts to see the consequences 
of her choices.

Fitch will read at Iowa City 
Public Library, 123 S. Linn St., at 
7 p.m. today.

“Marina was a character in 
a failed novel prior to Paint 
It Black,” Fitch said. “I always 
liked her as a character. That 
led to my short story about 
her set in Los Angeles in the 
1920s. I realized that I did not 
know enough about her back-
ground to give her thoughts, 
and dreams, and memories. I 
knew I had to go back into her 
girlhood. This led me to the 
Russian Revolution.”

Fitch’s father grew up in 
Council Bluffs, where his par-
ents owned a grocery store. At 
the Council Bluffs free library, 
her father was known as the, 
“wanderer,” and he came home 
with stacks of books. Decades 
later, he was the first to intro-
duce Fitch to Russian litera-
ture. He gave his seventh-grade 
daughter a copy of Crime and 
Punishment. It was her first idea 

of what a novel should be.
“It was such an exciting — 

intense — angst-filled novel 
that related to me so strongly 
that I studied more,” Fitch said. 
“The scope and depth of Rus-
sian history and the personali-
ties involved captivated me.”

Fitch lectured in the apart-
ment in which Dostoevsky 
composed his works. At the 
Dostoevsky Literary-Memorial, 
she spoke about her research 
for The Revolution of Marina M. 
Although Dostoevsky is one of 
her early literary influences, 
there are distinct differences in 
their prose.

Fitch studied the Russian 
language in high school, ma-
jored in Russian history in col-
lege, and researched in Russia 
on two separate occasions. This 
contributed to the novel’s rich 
sense of time and space.

“My imagination springs 
from place, and it is important 
for me to know where things 
are,” Fitch said. “To go back 
to St. Petersburg and see the 
roughness on the Neva River 
— the wind coming in all four 
directions — there was no place 
to tuck yourself in and be safe. 
To me, the wind was such a 
metaphor for the revolution.”

This firsthand experience 
paired well with her extensive 
memoir and autobiographi-
cal-based research.

“Woman memoirs seem to 
be more attentive to the details 
of everyday life, which is real-
ly helpful for me as a novelist, 
whereas historians are looking 
for the broad shape of things,” 
Fitch said.

There were not a lot of books 
written about the Russian 
Revolution. Fitch felt that was 
the case because the Russian 
Revolution “was a complex sit-
uation, and unlike Stalingrad 
or the siege of Leningrad, the 
strains of good and bad were 
not clear.”

It never occurred to Fitch 
that she would write histori-
cal fiction. It was one thing to 
study what occurred, but it was 
another thing to inhabit the 
lives of the characters who lived 
the history.

“It was a novel I was fated 
to write, but I had never imag-
ined I would write a historical 
novel,” Fitch said. “History was 
a sublimated desire to write 
fiction. Part of writing history 
is living within it. You do not 
know how things will turn out.”

Fitch said that Marina’s fa-
ther was the hardest character 
to write. As a political liberal 
of the intelligentsia class, she 
had a hard time getting into his 
character, because he seemed 
stiff and self-oppressed.

“The more I worked with 
him, the more I saw his stabil-
ity, and idealism, and his love 
for his daughter,” Fitch said. 
“It brought a whole layer to the 
book. He was not just an obsta-
cle in the book but a very living 
person for me.”

The easiest character for 
her to write was Varvara. Fitch 
related to the ideological Bol-
shevik within her. Varvara led 
Fitch to examine the concept 
that all ideals have repercus-
sions. This is seen in an emo-
tional romantic such as Marina 
and a wound-up pragmatist 
such as Varvara.

The novel ends on a com-

ing-of-age note. A sequel is in 
the works that will take Ma-
rina “all of the way through 
the revolution,” Fitch said. 
“It ends in a place where her 
coming-of-age has really 
come to roost — where she is 
no longer looking to family, 
or lovers, or friends to shelter 
her. She will be entirely re-
sponsible for herself.”

Fitch said every book she 
writes puts her back at the 
beginning again. All of the 
tools learned in one book are 
useless in another. Her rigor-
ous drafting process helped 
transform Marina M. from 
lyrical verse to prose. It was 
a process different from any-

thing she had done before.
“I could depict things with 

a large quick brush that would 
give an impression,” Fitch said. 
“It allowed a way into a very in-
tricate and scary project with 
a little more lightness. It took 
me 17 chapters to realize that it 
needed to be prose.”

Fitch has a long-standing 
tradition of having bookstores 
sign her touring copy. Prairie 
Lights signed the touring copy 
of her first novel, White Ole-
ander,  at her reading in 2000. 
White Oleander was an Oprah 
Book Club pick and a No. 1 New 
York Times bestseller. It was lat-
er adapted into an award-win-
ning feature film.

Prairie Lights also signed her 
touring copy of Paint It Black 
when she made her second ap-
pearance at the bookstore. She 
is excited about making her 
first appearance at the Iowa 
City Public Library, through 
Prairie Lights.

“It is a fabulous bookstore, 
and it is a real honor for a writer 
to be invited to Prairie Lights,” 
Fitch said.
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Dive into the Russian Revolution
No. 1 New York Times bestselling writer Janet Fitch will read from her new historical novel at the Iowa City Public Library.

EVENT INFO
When: 7 p.m.

Where: Iowa City Public 
Library, 123 S. Linn

Cost: Free

ARTS & CULTURE



Halloween may be over, but 
something caught my atten-
tion this year. While society 
is now becoming more aware 
that costumes that influence 
cultural appropriation are ex-
tremely offensive, I find the 
solution to the problem may be 

getting out of hand.
I fully understand that it is 

completely and totally wrong 
for your Halloween costume 
to just be “a Mexican” or “a Na-
tive American.” Dressing up 
and pretending to be someone 
else’s culture is beyond insen-
sitive and rude, but the line 
blurs when you dress up as a 
specific fictional character.

For instance, a controversy 
arose this Halloween season 
when the question was asked 
whether you or your child 
could dress up as Moana from 
Disney’s latest hit movie. Peo-
ple said that allowing this was 
racist and a form of cultural 
appropriation — but I disagree 

with this belief.
Telling people they cannot 

dress as an iconic character 
that they love is silly; they are 
not doing any harm. They sim-
ply love Moana, or whoever the 
character they just so happen to 
be and want to dress up as that 
character for the holiday. Deny-
ing them that is just cruel.

This seems like a problem 
unique to Halloween, with oth-
er events being much more ac-
cepting. Events such as Com-
ic-Con and Wondercon are 
much more accepting when it 
comes to this regard, as people 
dress up as whoever they want, 
regardless of race or gender.

Fact is, we must truly think 

about what we are asking 
when we tell someone they 
can’t dress as their hero. Say-
ing a white child cannot dress 
as Moana also means that a 
black child would not be able 
to dress as Cinderella. No one 
ever looks at it the other way 
around, and because of that, 
there is a huge double stan-
dard when it comes to cultural 
appropriation.

No one cares when a mi-
nority dresses as a tradition-
ally white character, but when 
a white person dresses as a 
minority character, everyone 
goes crazy. If we only allowed 
people to dress up as characters 
that matched their race, that 

would mean the only Disney 
princess black children would 
be allowed to dress as would be 
Tiana from The Frog Princess.

This bias even spreads be-
yond dressing as fictional 
characters. When people of the 
LGBTQIA+ community decide 
to be “straight” for Halloween, 
everyone has a good laugh, but 
if it were reversed, it would be 
seen as a hate crime.

I recognize that it can be 
argued whether dressing as 
“straight” is offensive or not. 
The point is the double stan-
dard in society is insanely large. 
Besides the unfair bias to one 
side, we must understand that 
dressing as your role model or 

a character you love is not the 
same as cultural appropriation.

I feel the change lies in the 
motives behind the two cos-
tumes. When a child dresses 
up as Moana, they do it be-
cause they love and or look up 
to the character. While when 
someone dresses as a “Hawai-
ian Islander,” they are doing it 
just because they think it looks 
cool. One does it in admiration 
and the other in ignorance.

And that is the difference. 
Understand and be aware of 
that difference so that you 
don’t punish or shame people 
because they decided to dress 
up as their favorite character 
for Halloween.

“Trump went on trial 
today. He’s going to jail,” 
were the words from a 
classmate on the topic of 
current events. The trial 
being referred to was the 
indictment of President 
Trump’s former campaign 
chairman, Paul J. Manafort, 
on charges of money laun-
dering, conspiracy, and tax 
dodges, which took place 
years before his work in the 
2016 elections.

I explained the situation, 
noting that Trump could be 
found as a guilty person in 
the future but for now, the 
Manafort indictment cur-
rently mentions the pres-
ident zero times. Unboth-
ered, she continued to scroll 

through Twitter for news. 
She had no interest in learn-
ing, only in spreading truths 
she saw fit to tell. She was 
complacent with her igno-
rance.

She is not alone in her 
false beliefs, but she is ev-
ery bit to blame for it. In my 
position, it would be easy 
to fault the “fake news” me-
dia, but I cannot give her 
that luxury. As a student at 
the UI, that young lady will 
go on to be a professional 
in the world and vote on de-
cisions that will affect me, 
my children, and grand-
children. She is responsible 
to the rest of the country to 
denounce false claims, not 
create them.

Blaming the media has 
contributed to the trend 
of stripping individuals 
of personal responsibili-
ty. News corporations have 
every right to report what 
news they wish, and view-
ers have every right to not 
watch, read, or share on so-
cial media. As readers, it is 
our responsibility to educate 
ourselves in the politics that 

affect our everyday lives. We 
do not rely on the media to 
feed us, hydrate us, or par-
take in any other daily events 
— why do we rely on them to 
educate us on laws that will 
affect our lives so closely?

We rely on others be-
cause ignorance is easy. It 
is easier to be misinformed 
than to accept a belief that 
is opposing to your own. It 
is easier to say “that’s just 
what I heard” than opening 
a book or simply making the 
effort to tune in to both Fox 
News and CNN. In the case 
of my classmate, pleading 
ignorance was easier than 
downloading the Manafort 
indictment and searching 
Trump’s name with the 
“control F” option. Today, it 
is easier to crave bliss than 
knowledge.

Society is reaching an 
era in which no one is in a 
rush to take responsibility 
for their own actions. The 
regression of the modern 
college student is clear-
ly evident on campuses 
around the country, but it 
isn’t causing as much of a 

concern as it should. It is 
important to hold the fu-
ture of America to a stan-
dard and not excuse their 
behavior as the fault of the 
media. We are adults. We 

need to claim responsi-
bility for the mistakes we 
make, even if it is as simple 
as misreading a headline. If 
we work to replace media 
illiteracy with responsibil-

ity and duty to report the 
truth, we can ensure that 
we are encouraging a fu-
ture that holds themselves 
accountable in every aspect 
of their life.
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Irresponsible reading is still irresponsible

Opinions

IN THEIR OWN WORDS

On Nov. 7, elections took place around the U.S. But when The Daily Iowan asked five random students if they planned on voting for city 
council, all of them said no. On Tuesday, we decided to ask more students why they think so few Americans participate in local elections. 

Why don’t students tend to vote in their local elections?

COLUMN

THE DAILY IOWAN is a multifaceted news-media 
organization that provides fair and accurate coverage 
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Iowa, Iowa City, Johnson County, and the state of 
Iowa. 
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for clarity, length, style, and space limitations, including headlines. 
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the desired date of publication. Guest opinions are selected in 
accordance with length, subject relevance, and space consider-
ations. Guest opinions may be edited for length, clarity, style, and 
space limitations 
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public discussion. They may be edited for length and style. 
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Americans need to slip away from the new cultural norm of blaming media outlets for information and start putting 
the responsibility on readers to correctly interpret and report the news they get from TV and social media.

Olivia Sun/The Daily Iowan
A man reads a paper at a “Love Still Trumps Hate” protest on Nov. 9, 2016, on the Pentacrest. 

WYLLIAM SMITH
wylliam-smith@uiowa.edu

Cultural appropriation — when the cutting edge cuts
There is a difference between cultural appropriation and dressing as iconic characters such as Moana. People should 
be allowed to dress as these characters because the reasons they do it is admiration rather than ignorance.

MARINA JAIMES
marina-jaimes@uiowa.edu

“I think that’s the case, be-
cause I don’t think they’re ed-
ucated on who is running or 
they don’t even know who’s 
running.”

“For me, the reason I’m hes-
itant about voting is that I 
don’t know very much about 
the candidates. I don’t know 
what Iowa City really needs, 
so I might very easily make 
the wrong decision, and I 
think that’s what a lot of peo-
ple feel like.”

SOPHIA ROSS
UI freshman

REID CLAUSEN
UI sophomore

EMILY CROW
UI freshman

“It’s probably just because 
there’s not enough information 
that goes around. With the pres-
idential election, you’re just bom-
barded with campaign ads and 
information all the time. But with 
local elections, there’s just not 
enough funding, so you just don’t 
hear about it. And people just 
don’t care enough.”

“I think people don’t have 
enough information on the 
candidates. And because 
there’s so much other contro-
versy in the news, people can’t 
make up a decision on whom 
to vote for, so they don’t vote.”

“It’s a time commitment. 
People just don’t want to 
go and do it … where is it, 
actually? Oh, probably because 
they don’t know. Because they 
don’t know where it is, don’t 
have the time, too lazy … we 
kids, we barely get out of the 
dorms for our classes, so that’s 
probably why.”

MITCHELL KASDORF
Fifth-year student

LINDSEY HAAG
UI freshman
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The Daily Iowan Ethics and 
Politics Initiative is funded 
by a private donor and 
will appear biweekly this 
semester. The team’s 
mission is to understand, 
interpret, analyze, and re-
port on topics, trends and 
personalities that shape 
politics in Iowa and the 
United States, and to rec-
ognize the importance of a 
strong ethical foundation 
in its pursuits. 
 
Email daily-iowan@uiowa.edu 
with story ideas, press re-
leases, or reader comments.

Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, 
discussed his plans to advance 
the well-being of U.S. veterans in a 
Tuesday press release from his of-
fice in honor of Veterans Day.

“… Let’s start with the pa-
tient-backlog scandal that has 
shaken public confidence in the 
health-care system operated 
by the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs,” Grassley said in 
the release. “The unacceptable 
practice of gaming the system 
to make it appear waiting times 
are meeting standards of care 

set by the VA tragically resulted 
in preventable deaths and deliv-
ered a black eye to the entire VA 
health-care system.”

Using his influence in the legis-
lature, Grassley said he keeps his 
thumb on the VA to help ensure 
that veterans receive the spectrum 
of services they were promised.

Grassley also noted the expan-
sion of services for Blue Water Navy 
Vietnam vets exposed to Agent 
Orange, family caregivers, mental 
health and traumatic brain-injury 
care for invisible wounds sustained 
in combat.

“I have long supported the 
work of whistleblowers who 

come forward to report wrong-
doing,” Grassley said. “Whis-
tleblowers can help foster a 
culture of transparency to help 
ensure the government works 
for the American people.”

Grassley said he will continue 
to advocate for those who notice 
something unacceptable.

“We are blessed with individual 
freedoms and a way of life like no 
other place on Earth,” he said. “We 
owe a debt of gratitude for those 
who serve in the U.S. armed forces 
to protect and defend America’s se-
curity and sovereignty.”

— by Madeleine Neal

Grassley stands up for 
vets’ health care

Trying to hear the other side in politics can build a community, but it can also leave one living on an isle.
BY MOLLY HUNTER  |  molly-hunter@uiowa.edu

Politics

At a September town hall at 
the University of Iowa in which 
Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, spoke 
about health-care reform, she 
was repeatedly drowned out by 
audience members’ booing and 
“fix it” chants.

Enter Cole Kramersmeier, a 
UI student and a member of the 
UI College Republicans from 
Johnston, Iowa. He attends 
as many free political events 
on-campus as he can, and once 
there, he often tries to strike up 
conversation with people of op-
posing political views. He was 
at the Sept. 22 Ernst town hall.

“I tried to talk to someone 
afterwards — well, they in-
stigated me, because I had a 
‘Hawkeyes love Joni’ poster,” 
Kramersmeier said. “She just 
yelled at me for being a white 
man and then I said, ‘Wait — 
you don’t even know me.’ Then 
she just turned around, flipped 
me off, and walked away. Well, 
that’s not productive.”

Many different public fig-
ures, politicians, and govern-
ment and elected officials have 
noted that the 2016 presidential 
election — which happened ex-
actly a year ago today — shed 
light on a growing political 
divide in the United States. If 
you speak to students at the UI, 
you’ll find most of them agree.

A series of DI interviews re-
vealed there is consensus on a 
solution to this division: engage-
ment with those of different po-
litical persuasions.

But the problem, Kramers-
meier said, is people get heat-
ed quickly and civil discourse 
breaks down — as in the case 
with the woman he spoke to at 
the Ernst event.

“I know that we probably dif-
fer in our political views, and 
if we would have had a discus-
sion, if we didn’t come to an 
agreement, we’d have come to a 
mutual understanding,” Kram-
ersmeier said. “They wouldn’t 
have just said, ‘He doesn’t like 
Obamacare because he’s a Na-
zi and he wants people to die 
on the street.’ And I wouldn’t 
say, ‘Well, she just wants 
Obamacare because she’s a 

socialist.’ I don’t think she’s an 
anarcho-communist socialist. 
… But if you don’t talk to people, 
nothing happens.”

Ruchira Laroia, a UI sec-
ond-year dental student and 
self-identified liberal, said she 
changed her approach to polit-
ical discourse after the presi-
dential election.

“Prior to the election, I talked 
to a lot of people who had very 
similar mindsets, and then post 
[election], I felt like I needed to 
change the way I was talking 
about politics,” she said. “So I 
started reaching out and hon-
estly just very critically thinking 
about why maybe some people 
didn’t vote the way that I did 
or why people were frustrated 
with how things were going.”

Laroia said being empa-
thetic and understanding has 
been hard.

“There was a part of me 
that was like, ‘You can’t be em-
pathetic towards this, we’ve 
fought wars against this kind of 
stuff.’ I just put that to the side,” 
she said. “Clearly, there is an 
issue, so I should think about it 
and think about how I can deal 
with that in my personal life.”

Laroia said she reached 
across the aisle by inviting a 
friend to a lunchtime discus-
sion group.

“He’s a white male, and he’s 
from a very rural part of Iowa,” 
Laroia said. “I told him, ‘Hey, 
there’s this lunch meeting, you 
should come, there’s free lunch, 
it’ll be chill.’ And he was like, 
‘Oh, that’s not really my scene.’ 
And I was like, ‘Listen. I know 
you don’t think that you’re di-
verse, but you’re from a rural 
area — that’s diverse — and 
even though you are part of the 
majority of voices, we still need 
to hear your voice, and we still 
need you to be amplifying other 
people’s voices.’

“You could see that he was on 
the fence about it, and I was like, 
‘Nobody’s going to yell at you, I 
promise. Just come, just listen.’ 
… He was like, ‘I really want to 
hear your side of the story,’ and 
that was very affirming.”

Productive political con-

versations seem to have a few 
common denominators. For 
one thing, the people the DI 
interviewed said they usually 
don’t take place online.

“The thing about online is, 
even if it’s on Facebook where 
people know who you are, it’s 
still a lot easier to get nasty and 
not be civil behind a computer 
screen,” said Josiah Argo, the 
vice president of Young Amer-
icans for Liberty at the UI and a 
sophomore studying econom-
ics and business analytics in-
formation systems. “I’ve found 
that to be true. I’ve never got-
ten mean or nasty to someone 
face-to-face. I have done that 
online.”

Argo, a self-identified mod-
erate libertarian, said face-to-
face interactions are important 
to having a productive political 
discussion because people are 
more likely to hear one anoth-
er out in person than they are 
online.

“And you’d have to go in 
knowing that you’re going to 
hear stuff you’re not going to 
agree with; you might even be 
offended,” Argo said. “Listen-
ing to the other side does not 
mean agreeing with them — it 
just means hearing out what 
they have to say.”

Argo said it’s also important 
to be prepared to be wrong.

“If you’re not able to admit 
that there’s at least a small 
chance you’re wrong, you’re 
not going to gain anything,” 
he said. “It’s also really easy to 
fall into mud-slinging … if you 
go into it with an entitlement 
attitude.”

And as soon as things get 
angry or personal, Argo said, 
people stop listening.

But some people don’t even 
get that far. Some told the DI 
they aren’t engaging at all.

“I feel like I’m not the most 
knowledgeable in [politics]. I 
don’t follow it super-closely, 
so I don’t know,” said Moni-
ca Tipperreiter, a UI student 
majoring in Spanish and edu-
cation in English as a second 
language. “I listen to what oth-
er people say, but I usually don’t 

actively participate.”
Still others told the DI they 

continue to pursue conversa-
tions about politics but only 
with those who they know 
share their opinions.

“Usually, we all have the 
same views, and it’s whatev-
er’s popping online — what-
ever’s on YouTube — that we 
are talking about,” said Ahmed 
Hassan, a bioengineering ma-
jor at the UI.

Apoorva Raikwar, who stud-
ies anthropology at the UI, said 
she identifies as a liberal. She 
said the election hasn’t changed 
the way she moves through the 
political landscape in her per-
sonal life, where she continues 
to interact with people of simi-
lar political persuasions.

“But through a new position 
in [the UI] student government 
… I have opportunities to in-
teract with people of different 
political views. My position is 
director of diversity and inclu-
sion, so we are passing initia-
tives that are more contested 
with individuals in student 
government who are not as 
liberal,” Raikwar said. “When I 
have that hat on, I’m forced to 
interact with people who might 

not have the same personal 
views, but it encourages con-
versation, and I think it’s been 
really productive.”

Emiliano Martinez, a Demo-
crat and senior studying history 
at the UI who serves as the UISG 
Latinx constituency student 
senator, said he has political 
conversations with both his lib-
eral and conservative friends.

“My goal has never been to 
win politics when I’m talking 
to people,” Martinez said. “It’s 
about understanding and be-
ing in a place where we’re all 
having the kind of same con-
versation.”

Martinez said he doesn’t usu-
ally attend when conservative 
speakers are on campus, but like 
Kramersmeier, he did go to the 
Sept. 22 Ernst town hall.

While Ernst was in the mid-
dle of answering a question 
from a constituent at the town 
hall, Martinez stood up from 
his seat and began shouting, 
asking what Ernst planned to 
do to support Dreamers in the 
wake of the repeal of Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals.

“I can speak to my senator 
how I think is appropriate,” 
Martinez said.

Martinez said he thinks 
that’s especially true when he 
feels an issue is being ignored.

“If the question about DA-
CA students doesn’t get asked, 
then Joni Ernst came to Iowa 
City and didn’t hear the full 
conversation,” Martinez said. 
“I don’t think I could sit in the 
rally, not have the question get 
asked, and walk home.”

Ernst did not answer Mar-
tinez’s question at that time, 
but another town-hall attendee 
later asked if she would support 
the Development, Relief, and 
Education for Alien Minors Act, 
a bill designed to create a path 
to citizenship for undocument-
ed immigrants.

While Ernst was giving her 
answer — she said supports a 
solution that gives Dreamers a 
permanent legal status — about 
a dozen attendees marched out 
of the room chanting, “We’ve 
heard enough.”

Martinez said it’s important 
to be willing to listen to those 
with whom you disagree.

“Go in not thinking about 
the next thing you want to tell 
somebody,” Martinez said. 
“You’re supposed to listen twice 
as much as you talk.”

Reaching across the aisle

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan

UISG Latinx constituency student senator Emiliano Martinez shouts from the crowd during a town hall meeting 
in the IMU on Friday, Sept. 22. While Sen. Ernst spoke in the IMU, a protest was held outside in Hubbard Park.

Crowd members hold signs showing approval and disapproval during a Sen. Joni Ernst town hall in the IMU on Sept. 22. While Ernst spoke in the IMU, a protest was held outside in Hubbard Park.
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Return of the fullbacks

After not getting a whole lot 
of reps at the beginning of the 
season, fullbacks Drake Kulick 
and Brady Ross are seeing more 
action on the field lately.

They seem to go a little unno-

ticed a lot of the time, but Kulick 
made sure to be noticed against 
Ohio State, when he scored the 
first touchdown of his career on 
a 2-yard pass from Stanley.

“I was pretty confident Nate 
was going to throw me the ball,” 
Kulick said. “I actually talked to 
him Friday, and I was like, ‘Dude, 
if Brian calls this play, throw me 
the ball. I don’t care if I’m open or 
not. Throw me the ball.’ ”

He caught the pass right in 

front of a group of Ohio State 
fans, and he had to have a little 
bit of fun with them when he had 
the opportunity.

“I knew if I caught it, I was go-
ing to let them know that it was 
now a rout. When I caught it, I 
yelled at them a little bit. I liked 
to see the dismay on their face,” 
Kulick said. “Thirty-one points, 
they were the No. 3 AP team … 
came into here and got put in a 
body bag.”

Snyder returns to OR

Iowa head coach Kirk Fer-
entz announced Tuesday af-
ternoon that Brandon Snyder 
would miss the remainder of 
the season.

After rebounding from an 
ACL tear in under six months 
and retuning for an explosive 
Homecoming game against 
Illinois, Snyder has not played 
the last few games because he 

re-injured the same knee. He 
will undergo surgery later this 
week.

Even with the injury, Fer-
entz did not waver from his 
belief that Snyder was ready 
to go when they put him in the 
game.

“I think everybody was very 
comfortable, the family, Bran-
don, us as coaches with what 
the facts were, what the odds 
are — I think we all felt he 

made the right move coming 
back,” Ferentz said. “We were 
very conservative with his re-
turn, based on what he had 
tested and how he had passed 
through all the protocol.”

A junior, Snyder will have 
another chance to return to 
the field next season. Howev-
er, his chances for a redshirt 
are slim, Ferentz said, because 
he played in the Illinois game 
and already redshirted in 2014.

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

Penn State took the match, 3-1. 
That was the first time since 
2012 that the Hawkeyes had tak-
en a set from the Nittany Lions.

“Now I think we have so 
much more experience, we’ve 
played a lot more big matches, 
so we’re more used to that pres-
sure and the things that come 
along with those big matches,” 
senior libero Annika Olsen said. 
“I think it’s going to be a lot bet-
ter match this time.”

Taking a set off the top-
ranked team that early in the 
season brings a lot of confidence 
going into the second meeting.

This time, playing in Carv-
er-Hawkeye may give Iowa the 
advantage.

“Taking that one set just 
shows us that we can beat them 
if we do all the right things on 

our side of the net,” Olsen said. 
“I think playing in Carver, hav-
ing the home-court advantage, 
playing on our own court will be 
huge. Just having that extra ex-
perience will be good, too.”

Throughout the season, Iowa 
has struggled finishing out the 
big matches that are crucial for 
meeting its season goal of mak-
ing it to the NCAA Tournament.

Most recently, the Hawkeyes 
fell to No. 22 Purdue in five tight 
sets on Nov. 5.

“So obviously, we’ve been 
struggling with [closing out 
matches],” O’Neill said. “In prac-
tice, we’ve done a lot of drills 
where there’s that end of the 
game kind of mentality and just 
putting ourselves in that posi-
tion more often is getting us 
more comfortable for an actual 
real-game setting.”

Getting in those close situa-
tions comes down to how hard 
the team has worked leading up 
to the match and how much in-

tensity is held throughout.
“We’re putting ourselves in 

situations where it’s coming 
down to the last 5 or 6 points, 
and you have to have worked 
really hard that whole week to 
have put yourself in that situa-
tion,” associate head coach Vicki 
Brown said. “It’s about fine-tun-
ing every part of that game, and 
a lot of it just comes down to be-
ing able to sustain our focus in 
longer rallies.”

Holding the intensity is going 
to be big against a team such as 
Penn State, which takes advan-
tage of even the smallest drop in 
competition.

“I think consistency is one 
huge thing,” Olsen said. “We 
don’t want to be super-high and 
super-low, we kind of want to 
stay steady and keep that inten-
sity high the whole game. We 
need to learn how to bounce 
back better and just stay con-
sistent throughout the entire 
match, so that’ll be big.”

V-BALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

Michigan’s rushing attack
 
In Michigan’s 33-10 win over 

Minnesota, the Wolverines 
torched the Gophers on the 
ground, running for 371 yards 
(281 yards more than their oppo-
nent).

  Center Cesar Ruiz believed 
this uptick in the runnng game 
stems from the offensive line, 
and he thinks his unit took the 
big loss to Penn State earlier this 
season to heart.

  “After the Penn State game, 
I just noticed everybody going a 
lot harder,” he said. “I mean, we 
always went hard in practice, but 
I noticed guys going a lot hard-
er, and everybody’s starting to 
get used to everything now, the 
young guys are starting to get 
used to everything; me, too. And 

just a lot more full-speed things, 
a lot less thinking. More every-
body just knows where they’re 
going now and it’s just a lot of full 
speed.”  

The bulk of Michigan’s yards 
came from running backs Karan 
Higdon (16 carries, 200 yards, 2 
touchdowns) and Chris Evans (13 
carries, 191 yards, 2 touchdowns).

  Head coach Jim Harbaugh 
was happy with his team’s dom-
inance in the ground game, but 
just like Ruiz, he attributes the 
strength to the line.

  “Everybody on the offensive 
line, it was a memorable game 
for offensive linemen in this 
game,” Harbaugh said.

Rutgers keeps winning

 The Scarlet Knights are up to 
something.

  Rutgers scored 14 unan-
swered points in the fourth quar-
ter to topple Maryland, 31-24.

 The Scarlet Knights are now 

4-5 on the season, their most 
wins in a season since 2015 (4-8), 
and there are still three games re-
maining (four if Rutgers reaches 
bowl eligibility).

  This season is a step in the 
right direction for a program 
that won six games over the past 
two seasons, and games such as 
this one prove that the Scarlet 
Knights are slowly, but surely, 
stepping in the right direction, 
leaving head coach Chris Ash 
with plenty of optimism.

  “I don’t know how ma-
ny [fans] were there,” he said. 
“Doesn’t really matter. But I 
know they made a difference 
when we needed them to and 
just really is exciting about what 
we can build here in this area. 
It’s loaded with recruits and an 
outstanding fan base, and I think 
we can create an outstanding en-
vironment that’s loud and makes 
a difference and makes an out-
standing home-field advantage 
in the future."

BIG TEN
CONTINUED FROM 8



BY ANNA KAYSER
anna-kayser@uiowa.edu

Iowa will have to play its best volleyball of the 
season so far to compete with No. 1 Penn State at 8 
p.m. today in Carver-Hawkeye.

Penn State is 26-1 on the season, 13-1 in the Big 
Ten. Its only loss came at the hands of Nebraska in 
September.

The Nittany Lions are ranked No. 1 in the nation 
with a .354 attack percentage. Outside hitter Ha-
leigh Washington is leading the team with a season 
attack percentage of .520.

Iowa’s improving blocking will be important in 
shutting down the best offensive team in the coun-
try.

“Our blocking’s gotten a lot better in the past 
few games, and the stats really prove that,” senior 
middle blocker Kelsey O’Neill said. “[Penn State] is 
a really big team, so even getting really good touch-
es on them and any block that we can get will real-
ly help slow it down and help our defense pick up 
more balls.”

The last time the two teams met, on Sept. 23, 

SEE V-BALL, 7
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Volleyball set to 
battle No. 1 team

Wisconsin natives not Badgered

The Hawkeyes are prepared to put up a fight against No. 1 
Penn State in a huge midweek matchup.

BY COURTNEY BAUMANN
courtney-baumann@uiowa.edu

When the Iowa football heads to Madison, Wiscon-
sin, this weekend, it will be a homecoming of sorts for 
a few of the Hawkeyes.

Nate Stanley and Toren Young are both from the 
state, and they plan to have plenty of support at the 
game from the people back home.

Stanley, a native of Menomonie, grew up about 
three hours northwest of the Wisconsin campus, and 
he said he will definitely know quite a few people at-
tending the game. He didn’t have to worry too much 
about grabbing extra tickets, though, as many of his 
family and friends already them for the season.

“I’ve only had to get four … A lot of friends from high 
school go to Wisconsin and have tickets for the game 
in the student section,” Stanley said. “I haven’t had to 
find any more tickets, but I’d say there’s at least 150 to 
200 people who I know personally who will probably 
be there.”

Even with his state ties, Stanley was never a big 
Wisconsin football fan. In fact, he said, he never real-
ly followed college football in the first place. When he 
paid attention, it was to the North Carolina basketball 
team.

Young, on the other hand, grew up right in the Bad-
gers’ backyard — in Monona Grove, around 15 min-
utes from Camp Randall.

Though he was not recruited by Wisconsin, a hand-

ful of his friends were. The redshirt freshman running 
back looks forward to getting to see and play against 
the people he grew up with.

Because his hometown is just a rock’s throw away 
from campus, Young also expects to see plenty of peo-
ple he knows at the game. The issue is trying to con-
vert them to rooting for the Hawkeyes rather than the 
Badgers.

“A lot of them joke and say I hope you play well, but 
I hope the Badgers win,” Young said. “I think I’ve got a 
lot of support from family and people back home, so I 
think I’ll be able to convert a couple of them.”

SEE FOOTBALL, 7

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Iowa quarterback Nate Stanley calls for a snap during the Iowa/Minnesota football game in Kinnick on Oct. 28. The Hawkeyes defeated the Gophers, 17-10.

A handshake 
is where it’s at
Shaking hands, Michigan’s 
dominant ground attack, and 
Rutgers’ fourth win of the season 
captured headlines in Week 10.
BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Michigan State’s win over Penn State was … 
interesting to say the least.

  The Spartans won on a field goal as time 
expired, handing the Nittany Lions their sec-
ond loss of the season. Before that occurred, 
there was a rain/lightening delay that lasted 
for hours — something Penn State head coach 
James Franklin had never experienced in his 23 
years in the business.

 One of the most bizarre moments came af-
ter the final whistle, however.

  Right as the Spartans’ kick 
went through the uprights, 
Nittany Lion Koa Farmer and 
some of his teammates walked 
off the field upset with what 
just happened.

  Franklin sprinted — yes, 
sprinted — down the field and 
grabbed Farmer, telling him to 

get back on the field and shake hands with the 
Michigan State players.

  “I don’t want anybody to think that Koa is 
not one of the best kids that we have in our 
program; he really is,” Franklin said. “But there 
were a few guys that would handle the situa-
tion different than we would like.”

  Franklin said Farmer is “an awesome, 
awesome young man” and that the two 
met on Sunday to discuss what happened.

SEE BIG TEN, 7

Wisconsin Hawkeyes will head back to the home state, the fullbacks are returning to the field more 
regularly, and Brandon Snyder will return to the surgeons.

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Reghan Coyle and middle blocker Kelsey O’Neill block a spike during the Purdue volleyball game in Carv-
er-Hawkeye on Sunday. The Boilermakers defeated the Hawkeyes, 3-2.

Snyder out for season with ACL injury
After playing in only one game this season, safety Brandon Snyder will have a season-ending surgery.
BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

At his weekly press confer-
ence, head coach Kirk Ferentz an-
nounced that safety Brandon Sny-
der will miss the rest of the season 
because of an ACL injury — the 
same knee in which Snyder tore 
the ACL in April.

“Injuries are an unfortunate 
part of the game,” Ferentz said in a 

release.  “We know 
from experience 
that Brandon will 
work as hard as 
possible toward a 
full and complete 
recovery for next 
season.”

 When asked if Snyder would be 
eligible to return next season on a 
medical redshirt, Ferentz said he 
wasn’t optimistic that he would 
get a redshirt, but he would re-
turn.

  Snyder made his season début 
on Sept. 7 against Illinois. Start-
ing the Homecoming game, he re-
corded 3 tackles and also returned 

an interception 89 yards for a 
touchdown.

 That turned out to be Snyder’s only 
game of the season. He battled the in-
jury from then on, not seeing the field.

 “We’ll look forward to getting him 
rehabbed and get him back for next 
season, but it’s an unfortunate twist, 
and Brandon will not be coming 
back,” Ferentz said.

Jackson snags another 
award

Defensive back Josh Jackson 
earned national recognition 

after his 
3-interception 
performance 
against Ohio 
State on Nov. 
4. The junior 
was named 
the Bednarik 
Award National 
Defensive 

Player of the Week.
Jackson was also named the 

national Defensive Player of the 
Week by College Sports Madness 
and the Walter Camp Football 
Foundation. 

The junior’s interception total 
grew to 5 on the year, which 
leads the Big Ten and ties for 
second in the nation.

Ferentz named coach of 
the week

Football head coach Kirk 
Ferentz was named the Bobby 
Dodd Trophy Coach of the Week 

after Iowa’s 
55-24 win over 
Ohio State on 
Nov. 4. 

Ferentz also 
earned the 
honor after 
leading the 
Hawkeyes to 
an undefeated 

2015 season.

Pro football focus names 
four Hawkeyes

Each week, Pro Football Focus 
releases its conference teams for 
college football.

On Tuesday, the group named 
four Hawkeyes to its Big Ten 
teams of the week. Tight end 
Noah Fant (87.1 overall grade) and 
guard Sean Welsh (83.9) earned 
spots on the Week 10 Big Ten’s 
Offense. Fant caught 4 passes 
for 54 yards and 2 touchdowns. 
Welsh was a part of an Iowa 
offensive line that paved the way 
for 243 rushing yards.

On the Week 10 Big Ten’s 
Defense team, linebacker Josey 
Jewell (84.8) and defensive back 
Josh Jackson (83.3) earned 
spots. Jewell notched 9 tackles 
and a pass breakup, and Jackson 
secured 3 tackles and grabbed 3 
interceptions.

“What was impressive 
was the guys that got 
me off the field like 
those guys, I wish they 
played for us; we'd 
have a couple more 
wins in the bank. They 
were going hard.   

— football head coach Kirk 
Ferentz on 

the security 
escort at the 

Ohio State 
game

HAWKEYE UPDATES

STAT OF THE DAY

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

Jackson

Snyder

5 years ago

The last time Iowa 
volleyball won a set 
against Penn State was 
in 2012.

Ferentz

Franklin

Nov. 8, 2008
On this day, Hawkeye 

football defeated No. 3 
Penn State, 24-23, on kicker 
Daniel Murray’s field goal as 
time expired.

The Nittany Lions led 
by 9 entering the fourth 
quarter, but a Shonn 
Green touchdown cut Penn 
State’s lead to 2 before the 
Hawkeyes won on the final 
play of the game, handing 
the Nittany Lions their first 
loss of the season.

Iowa held Penn State 
quarterback Daryll Clark to 
only 9 completions and a 
61.8 passer rating.

HAWK 
HISTORY 

101
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