
My previous experiences 
with what I considered nat-
ural disasters were blizzards 
in Iowa, in which school got 
canceled for a few days, and I 
stayed home with my mom to 
make chocolate-chip cookies. 
We would look out the window, 
and see the soft, white snow-
flakes pile up, while the plows 
rumbled by. Dad would go out 
every few hours and shovel the 
sidewalks, and come back in 
for a cup of coffee and a nap.

Later in life, as an under-
grad at the University of Iowa, 
chocolate-chip cookies were re-
placed with beers at Quinton’s, 
and I prayed for snow to give 
me a few more days to work on 
the assigned readings I’d been 
neglecting.

I was woefully unprepared 
for what befell me 10 years later, 
when my wife and I returned to 
her homeland of Puerto Rico. 
What brought me to my knees 
and shattered my perceptions 
of country and duty was but 

another blow to a country and 
people who know nothing but 
how to rise again and again.

The anxiety during the days 
before the Maria made landfall 
was palpable. The brush with Ir-
ma and the devastation it caused 
had heightened emotions in the 
island. It was written on the 
faces of people pumping gas, 
nervously drinking beers at la 
Placita, and pushing shopping 
carts full of batteries, canned 

food, and propane tanks. At-
tendance began to thin at my 
school as soon as it became 
apparent that Maria was not 
going to suddenly turn north 
and spare the island from the 
direct hit that it had avoided for 
the last two decades. Students 
and families, who were able, 
took the time to grab remain-
ing flights to the Mainland. My 

An extraterrestrial 
experience
Ethan Lipton and His Orchestra 
blend all kinds of genres to 
create one sound rooted in 
American music. The group will 
perform two sets at Hancher: 
“The Outer Space” on Friday 
and on Saturday “No Place to 
Go,” poking fun at politics, rela-
tionships, and other aspects of 
culture. 80 HOURS

The Outlaw is back to 
work
After 
missing last 
week’s game 
against 
North-
western, 
Josey Jewell 
should play 
this weekend 
against 

Minnesota. The senior middle 
linebacker still leads the Big 
Ten in tackles after taking a 
game off. Sports, 6A

Revolution and 
rebellion
Imagine the future of sexuality 
through Nothing But Days, a 
play in which a world separates 
straight and queer people, 
and revolution ensues. Writer 
Courtney Meaker drew con-
nections to our society, as did 
director Sarah Lacy Hamilton, 
who said, “In this society that 
seeks to dehumanize queer 
people, every breath they take 
is a revolutionary act.” 
Arts, 3B

Men’s hoops go deep
The starting lineup is nowhere 
in sight for Iowa men’s basket-
ball. “Do I have something in 
mind? Probably,” head coach 
Fran McCaffery said in regards 
to the starting five. “I think 
we have to give everybody a 
chance to kind of establish 
themselves.” Sports, 6A
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A new staffing model for the UI’s four cultural and resource centers empowers the staff 
members to bring passion to their roles and foster a sense of community for students.

BY MARISSA PAYNE
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

 Creating a place that feels like a home away from 
home for underrepresented students is a full-time 
job for some on the University of Iowa campus.

 A boost in funding to the UI’s four cultural and 
resource centers has resulted in the hiring of more 
student employees at the centers and three full-time 
coordinators, with another coordinator position 
waiting to be filled.

 IMU Executive Director Bill Nelson noted a com-
monality among the centers: They are largely the re-
sult of student activism. The Afro-American Cultur-
al Center was the first to be founded in 1968, and the 
most recent is the LGBTQ Resource Center in 2006.

“The common theme was students wanted it, and 

the university responded,” Nelson said.
 It’s a theme that remains relevant in the present. 

Nelson said commitment from students and the Of-
fice of the President played a major part in the re-
newed focus on improving the centers. He said the 
UI committed $200,000 to the centers this year.

  The 2016-17 UI Student Government President 
Rachel Zuckerman held community conversations 
with UI President Bruce Harreld at each of the four 
centers in fall 2016 to speak with the students who 
use the centers. Students responded with improve-
ments they would like to see made and discussed 
larger issues their respective identity groups face.

 Programming this year includes events such as 
history and heritage months celebrating the iden-
tity groups the centers serve — most recently, this 
month’s celebration of Latinx Heritage Month. 

There have also been discussions of boosting aca-
demic-support opportunities through supplemental 
instruction.

 Although the coordinators are tasked with over-
seeing the programming efforts, they said it is large-
ly student-driven, but they are there to provide stu-
dents with a voice.

 UI Vice President for Student Life Melissa Shiv-
ers said it was important to be intentional when hir-
ing people to work at the cultural centers and pay 
attention to the needs of the campus to hire people 
who would keep students first.

 “I think for this team of folks who have said this 
work and these students are so important to us that 
we want to make sure we continue to create space 

Roles expand at cultural centers

SEE CULTURAL, 2A

(From left) Jesus Payan, VP for Student Life Melissa Shivers, Tab Wiggins, Prisma Ruacho, and Jamal Nelson sit outside the Asian Pacific American Cultural Center during an 
interview with Shivers and leaders from the UI cultural and resource centers on Oct. 20.

Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan

UI alum rides out 
Hurricane Maria
Ex-DI writer John LaRue describes the before, during, and 
aftermath of Hurricane Maria, which hit Puerto Rico on Sept. 20
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Watch Daily Iowan TV
Tune in for campus and 
city news, weather, and 
Hawkeye sports. Watch LIVE 
every day at 8:30 a.m. at 
daily-iowan.com.

SEE PUERTO RICO, 2A
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BY BROOKLYN DRAISEY
brooklyn-draisey@uiowa.edu

Iowa City continues to be one of the most 
LGBTQ-inclusive cities in the country, earning a 
Municipal Equality Index Score of 100 out of 100.

Iowa City is one of only three Iowa communi-
ties and 58 cities in the country to receive a per-
fect score, along with Cedar Rapids and Daven-
port. The index is the only national evaluation of 
municipal law, policies, and services in terms of 
LGBTQ inclusion.

Iowa City has been evaluated in this index 
since 2013, when it received a score of 90, and it 
has registered perfect scores every year since. The 
city, along with 505 others, were scored through 
five categories: nondiscrimination laws, munic-
ipality as an employer, municipal services, law 
enforcement, and relationship with the LGBTQ 
community.

“I think it shows that yet again Iowa City has 
proven that its municipal-level ordinances are 
hugely progressive in support of our queer com-
munity,” UI Spectrum Outreach Director Alex 
Bare said. “It’s wonderful that the city is getting 

Iowa City earns 
A+ for LGBTQ 
inclusion
Iowa City received a perfect 
Municipal Equality Index Score, 
one of only 58 cities in America.

SEE LGBTQ, 2A

Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar
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80HOURS
The weekend in arts & entertainment

The blue janitorial 
jumpsuits are subdued un-
derneath a twinge of pur-
ple light. Glow-in-the-dark 
stars are scattered across 
the back wall as in the bed-
room of a child. The set 
draws a fine line between 
simple and imaginative.

“I have always loved 
music from colorful story-
tellers, and I brought that 
into my band,” Ethan Lip-
ton said. “We have melded 
various genres together 
into one particular sound 
that is rooted in American 
music.

"We are always trying to 
make sure we are pushing 
forward and charting new 
territory.”

Ethan Lipton and His 
Orchestra perform cab-
aret–lounge-style music, 
but the lyrics have a sa-
tirical element that tran-
scends genre. The group 
will play at Hancher at 7 

p.m. Friday and Saturday, 
performing two different 
sets: “The Outer Space” on 
Friday and “No Place to 
Go” on Saturday.

“They poke fun at re-
lationships, politics, and 
various aspects of culture,” 
said Hancher Marketing 
and Communications Di-
rector Rob Cline. “There 
is always an edge to their 
songs even though they 
are performed in a laid–
back, club–like way.”

As a playwright, Lipton 
does not write conven-
tionally. From Western 
musical comedies, to cri-
tiques of American work-
places, to security guards 
binge-watching Internet 
videos of cats, to rented 
spaceships, Lipton goes 
wherever his imagination 
takes him. His produc-
tions have been performed 
in historic venues around 
the world.

“If an idea feels sort of 
preposterous, or if I can-
not solve it within the next 
couple of minutes, then I 
get excited,” Lipton said. “I 
love big metaphors. Those 
work well because I like 
to also talk about the ‘ev-
eryday.’ I am interested in 
talking about how things 
feel more than how things 
are.”

Hancher presented the 
Obie-winning production 
“No Place to Go” at the 
Mill, 120 E. Burlington St., 
in 2014, when the origi-
nal auditorium had been 
flooded and the facility de-
molished.

The play is about a man 
whose information-re-
finer job is outsourced to 
Mars. The plot of the play 
revolves around his inde-
cision about leaving home. 
“No Place to Go” has a the-

Ethan Lipton & His Orchestra will take you to another 
planet. Literally.

BY JOSHUA BALICKI | joshua-balicki@uiowa.edu

SEE LIPTON, 5B

•  When: 7 p.m. Friday & 
Saturday

•  Where: Hancher

•  Cost: $10-$25
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and opportunity for them to 
grow, and to learn, and to tell 
their story at a place like the 
University of Iowa is so criti-
cally important,” she said.

Coming into this position, 
Jesus Payan, programming 
coordinator for the Latinx 
Native American Cultural 
Center, said he immediately 
felt a sense that the UI was 
an authentic place where he 
wanted to be to provide men-
torship.

“When I first started un-
dergraduate school … I was 

feeling so many things go-
ing to a predominantly white 
school that I needed a space to 
feel and to be and to feel safe 
physically, emotionally, and 
from there grow spiritually,” 
he said. “I know for sure that 
that’s something I wanted to 
bring here.”

Tab Wiggins, the assistant 
director for multicultural pro-
grams, said her role overseeing 
the cultural centers is an act of 
passion. She believed moving 
into this role would allow her 
to create sustainable change 
for the student experience, 
particularly for those who are 
historically marginalized.

“That’s a passion project for 
me: to really make it a place 

where folks feel comfortable, 
and centered, and loved, and 
feel compassion when they 
need that, and feel seen and 
heard — even when they’re 
saying stuff that I don’t want 
to hear,” Wiggins said.

Students have been check-
ing into the centers more, 
Payan said, and by having a 
full-time staff member pres-
ent and providing improved 
student-employee training, it 
seems to encourage more stu-
dents to return to the centers 
in the future.

Thanks to the additional 
staff, the student experience 
is not all that is changing. Pris-
ma Ruacho, who has been at 
the UI for five years and is the 

graduate coordinator for mul-
ticultural programs, said she 
is able to tailor her experience 
more. She used to split time 
working between two centers, 
but she now works solely at 
the Asian-Pacific American 
Cultural Center while collab-
orating with the other coordi-
nators.

“When I first came in, I 
used the [Latinx Native Amer-
ican Center] as my home away 
from home, and so my expe-
riences have been shaped by 
that a lot,” she said. “… Once 
I had the opportunity to be 
the graduate assistant in this 
space, I was like OK, now it’s 
time for change: what didn’t 
I get and what am I going to 

bring now.”
The coordinators are there 

to collaborate and provide re-
sources to allow students to 
make their dreams and ideas 
come true, said Jamal Nelson, 
the programming coordinator 
for the Afro-American Cultural 
Center.

“It’s not just me sitting at 

the table saying, ‘Let’s do ev-
erything,’ ” he said. “It’s stu-
dents sitting here saying, ‘This 
is what we do want to do. How 
do we get this done?’ I love 
that factor of it. I love that we 
can actually be in the trenches 
with them and figure out how 
to make these things into fru-
ition for this campus.”
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UI sophomore Daniel Lunde helps pour mac ’n’ cheese while UI junior Emily Lowery waits to fulfill an order in the Fire Up Late Night Grill in Catlett 
Residence Hall on Wednesday. The food window opened up Monday. The venue is open Sunday-Thursday 9 p.m. to midnight.
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wife, Amanda, and I shuttered 
our fifth-floor apartment and 
moved in with her dad in the 
soon-to-be ravaged Ocean Park 
neighborhood.

At 5 a.m., Maria hit us the 
hardest with a jet-engine 
roar that didn’t cease for the 
next four hours. Flying de-
bris slammed into trees and 
houses. The front door bowed 
from the wind and pressure. 
A cat wedged itself in between 
the boarded-up windows to 
escape the 150 mph winds 
and sat motionless for hours. 
Amanda and I moved from 
room to room and held each 
other to escape the noises of 
the monster slamming against 
the house. Time moved slowly, 
and so did Maria. She crept 
along the island at a murder-
ous pace, ravaging community 
after community, until just like 
that, it was over.

The morning after, I dazedly 
walked out into the apocalypse. 
The streets were littered with 
dead animals, exploded trees, 
downed power lines, and un-
recognizable parts of homes. 
There were no leaves on any 
of the trees. What remained 
looked dormant and unnatu-
ral. Amanda’s dad walked up to 
me, handed me a Medalla, and 
said, “Pretty f***** up, no? Get 
a broom.”

And that’s what I did. It’s all 
anyone wanted to do — start to 
put our home back together. We 
were not alone. Everyone took 

to the streets with dustpans, 
machetes, and shovels. We 
pulled downed trees out of the 
road with the Land Rover and 
bagged leaves as quickly as pos-
sible to keep them from rotting 
and bringing hordes of mosqui-
toes. In the evening, we cooked 
what remaining food we had in 
the refrigerator, drank the last 
of the cold beer, and sat talking 
with our neighbors until the 
last of the light disappeared. At 
the time, we didn’t know it, but 
Maria’s record-setting rainfall 
flooded us in and formed a moat 
around the neighborhood. The 
only way in or out was wading 
through the black water in the 
streets or walking out into the 
ocean.

In America, things are not 
broken for days — for the priv-
ileged. Things are broken for 
hours, and even then, most 
might not even notice. The 
idea that a major American 
city could be without power or 
running water for months is in-
conceivable. Moving from D.C. 
to San Juan, and into the mid-
dle of a humanitarian crisis, 
provided me a quick education 
in what it means to be a sec-
ond-class citizen, something 
most Puerto Ricans have been 
living in the midst of for almost 
the entirety of their existence. 
The territory has provided the 
Mainland a place to test bombs, 
birth control, economic poli-
cies, and now the island acts 
as a 35-mile-by-100-mile anvil 
to see how far down it can beat 
the will of a disenfranchised 
people. We have been thrown 
to the mercy of each other, and 
mercy is what prevails. 

When Amanda and I moved 
to Puerto Rico, I knew I would 
love it for all the reasons one 
does love a tropical paradise. 
However, during the four 
months I’ve lived here, I have 
seen a side of this beautiful 
country that is humbling and 
unworthy of the care being tak-
en to mend its wounds. The is-
land has suffered and endured 
more than any community I 
have ever been a part of, all but 
abandoned by the president, 
and yet the humanity that 
has risen is beyond anything 
comprehensible. People wait 
patiently in line for hours at 
grocery stores and gas stations 
guarded by soldiers so they can 
get to work and feed their fam-
ilies. Restaurants serve what 
they can, and god bless them 
if they somehow show part of 
the World Series. Teachers are 
sleeping restlessly in oppressive 
heat, taking showers in buckets 
of water, and still getting to 
work at 7 a.m. to give students 
a safe place to learn and be kids. 
People are kind and loving to 
each other in the smallest day-
to-day transactions.

Despite everything, we 
will recover. The lights will 
come back on. The water will 
be safe to drink. The beaches 
will be clean enough to swim 
at. The resorts will open. The 
cruise ships will return. The 
Black Hawks that traverse the 
coast will be replaced with sin-
gle-prop Cessnas on the way to 
Culebra or Vieques. Salsa music 
will pour into calle Loiza. And 
by the pure grace of the Puerto 
Rican people, the essence that 
is this beautiful place, the inde-

scribable power that has cap-
tured so many, we will thrive.

— John LaRue

this recognition again.”
Iowa was the third state 

to legalize gay marriage, in 
2009, and Iowa City hosted 
Iowa’s first same-sex mar-
riage. The University of Iowa 
was also the first university to 
recognize a LGBTQ organiza-
tion, UI Student Government 
LGBT Constituency Sen. Jacob 
Heid said.

The Iowa City government 
has worked hard to make both 
the city and its government 
accessible to the LGBTQ com-
munity, City Councilor Rockne 
Cole said. He noted it’s not 
only the measures the city has 
put in place that make it so in-
clusive, it’s the participation all 
people are allowed to have in 
the governing process.

“It’s not only the policies, I 

think it’s also the spirit we op-
erate in, which is we welcome 
and recognize the value in all 
of our residents both in terms 
of policymaking, in access to 
City Hall, in terms of the type 
of community we want to live 
in,” Cole said. “I think these 
are precisely the things that 
we are proud of.”

There are a number of city 
policies and decisions that 
create an inclusive atmo-
sphere, Cole said. LGBTQ 
residents are registered as a 
protected class in city ordi-
nances, and the police staff 
LGBTQ community liaisons 
to foster good relationships 
between law enforcement and 
the LGBTQ community.

“We’re an area that queer 
people can go knowing that 
there will be resources for 
them to be successful,” Heid 
said.

One program Cole said 
he hopes will bring in more 

participation from the whole 
community is a participato-
ry budgeting process. With 
this, Iowa City residents will 
have a say in what a portion 
of the city budget goes for. 
The city staff is evaluating 
different options to correctly 
do a process such as this, and 
Cole said a proposal should 
be available in four to five 
months.

He noted that although the 
city has a perfect score, that 
doesn’t mean officials can 
stop there.

“We don’t want to rest on 
our laurels or our past suc-
cess,” Cole said. “If there are 
things we’re doing that we’re 
blind to that may affect the 
LGBTQ community, we still 
want to be able to address it. 
We don’t want to settle for a 
perfect score, we want a bet-
ter score so we can continue 
to provide leadership in that 
important area.”

LGBTQ
CONTINUED FROM FRONT



year, I think we had a really 
good season, and we want to 
repeat that and do better.”

A big difference from last 
season to this is the level of 
focus and confidence the div-
ing team, specifically, has.

“I think we’ve all got the 
same focus right now, and 

we’re all working toward 
the same goal of just getting 
better,” junior diver Jacintha 
Thomas said. “I think we’ve 
all started working harder, 
and we’re already more fo-
cused this early on in the 
game, which, last year, I 
think it took us a little longer 
to find that focus.”

As a third-year Hawkeye, 
a big part of this season for 
Thomas is showing off the 
advancements she has made 

during her college career.
“I’m just looking forward 

to learning new dives, and 
getting to show them off, 
and showing how far I’ve 
come since my freshman 
year on the board — tech-
nique, actual diving, confi-
dence level, just growing as 
an athlete and letting every-
one else see that,” Thomas 
said.

Freshman diver Anton 
Hoherz has big goals for the 

season, and they start with 
his confidence.

In high school, he was nev-
er fully comfortable with his 
dives, and the coaches didn’t 
help much, but coming to Iowa 
has made a big difference.

“I hope it goes really well,” 
Hoherz said. “I’m improving 
a lot and learning way more 
new stuff, and my confidence 
has improved quite a bit, so I’m 
feeling really good about this up-
coming season.”

come in for the 5 man and move 
somebody else to the 5 spot,” 
McCaffery said. “So he gives us 
that kind of flexibility.”

McCaffery could take things 
a step further and play with a 
bigger lineup if he choses to 
move Cook from his tradition-
al under-the-basket role; the 
famous rim-rattler saw action 
on the wing this off-season and 
expects it to continue as the 
season starts.

Cook said he feels much bet-
ter handling the ball and shoot-

ing the ball — two things that 
could open up the floor and re-
ally gives McCaffery flexibility 
at creating a potent lineup.

Forwards Ahmad Wagner, 
Ryan Kriener, Dom Uhl, and 
Cordell Pemsl all saw quali-
ty minutes last season. While 
Wagner (18 starts last season) 
and Pemsl (14) have more starts 
under their belts, Kriener and 
Uhl could easily work their way 
into rotations.

“Coach does a great job at 
divvying up the minutes,” 
Kriener said. “Everyone’s bat-
tling. Top down, we’re really 
deep. If someone’s having an 
off game, chances are there 
will be someone having a good 

game to help.”
The freshmen, however, 

shake things up.
The two 6-11 twin towers, 

Luka Garza and Jack Nunge, 
give Iowa big bodies down low, 
but they also have an excellent 
shooting touch for guys their 
size.

“Both of them are tremen-
dous players,” McCaffery said. 
“They’re incredibly versatile. 
They come ready. It’s not like 
we have to develop them.”

Garza and Nunge, like Mc-
Caffery said, are guys who Iowa 
can play now; the Hawkeyes 
don’t need to wait on their de-
velopment.

When Iowa traveled over-

seas for its four-game tour in 
Europe, Garza flashed his po-
tential. He averaged 22.5 points 
and 10.3 rebounds while shoot-
ing 70 percent from the field 
and 80 percent from the free-
throw line.

During those games, Nunge 
scored 6.8 points and grabbed 
5.3 rebounds per game while 
leading the team in blocks 
(1.75).

The freshmen add two more 
big men into McCaffery’s for-
ward logjam. It’s a good prob-
lem to have, though, not just 
at  the forward position but all-
around with Iowa’s depth.

Players such as Baer, Cook, 
Moss, Garza, and Nunge are 

versatile enough for McCaffery 
to move around in order to find 
the perfect recipe for a starting 

lineup worthy of competing 
among the Big Ten’s best late in 
the season.

10 points during the first 60 

minutes of the game, it was 
obvious the group was miss-
ing the heart and soul that is 
Jewell.

Through his six games so 
far, Jewell averaged 11.7 tack-

les, and he also had 9.5 tack-
les for a loss, 2.5 sacks, 4 pass 
breakups, an interception, and 
a fumble recovery.

So when Iowa head coach 
Kirk Ferentz made the an-

nouncement on Tuesday that 
he would return for the game 
against Minnesota, it was a 
good sign.

“We’ll expect Josey to 
play,” Ferentz said in his 

weekly press conference. 
“He’s practiced the last few 
days. Unless he suffers a set-
back of some type, we expect 
him to be in there.”

The linebacker group will 

be back, and Bower couldn’t 
help but throw a little joke 
in about his teammate’s du-
rability.

“He’s good to go,” Bower said. 
“He’ll be fine. He’s tough-ish.”
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Against the odds, soccer makes tourney
The Hawkeyes beat Illinois, 1-0 and Nebraska and Michigan hang L’s to complete the Hawkeyes’ improbable run to make the tourney.

BY JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

 After a two-year hiatus, the 
Iowa soccer team will return 
to the Big Ten Tournament, 
thanks to a series of fortunate 
events.

Its lucky night began when 
Rutgers defeated Michigan, 
1-0, ensuring a Hawkeye win 
would propel the squad ahead 
of the Wolverines.

“The girls earned the right 

to get into the Big Ten Tour-
nament with how they fin-
ished the last seven games,” 
head coach Dave DiIanni said. 
“This is a difficult conference, 
and this team is growing be-
fore our eyes.”

The Scarlet Knights’ victo-
ry meant it was time for the 
Hawkeyes to take care of their 
business against the Illini.

It was a quick start for the 
Hawkeyes. They scored in the 
seventh minute when soph-

omore forward Devin Burns 
knocked in a goal to make it 
1-0.

Her 9th goal of the sea-
son was courtesy of Karly 
Stuenkel, who, with that as-
sist, scored point No. 38 as a 
Hawkeye.

The rest of the half was rath-
er dry — the teams combined 
for 5 shots in the first half.

Illinois started opening 
things up in the second half, 
unveiling a flurry of early 

shots, but goalkeeper Claire 
Graves and the rest of the Iowa 
defense remained strong.

Other than a few last-min-
ute desperation shots by the 
Illini, the game was played in 
the middle of the field.

“I’m proud of our team to-
night,” DiIanni said. “It was 
important to me that this 
senior class walked off the 
field with smiles on their fac-
es and a win. They deserve 
much credit for the growth 

our program has seen the last 
few years in creating a strong 
culture.”

After the win, Iowa’s season 
came down to the game going 
on  300 miles west in Lincoln, 
Nebraska.

The Hawkeyes needed 
Minnesota to win, not draw, 
in order for them to make 
the tourney. The Iowa soccer 
team may have bit off all of 
its nails, but the school to the 
north came through and won 

1-0 in double overtime.
With the Nebraska loss, Io-

wa finishes in No. 8 in the reg-
ular-season Big Ten standings, 
good enough for the last spot 
in the tournament.

The No. 8 seed means it will 
play the Big Ten regular-sea-
son champions in Ohio State, 
which beat Iowa, 2-0, earlier in 
the season.

The game will be played in 
Columbus, Ohio, on Oct. 29 
with the time to be announced.

BASKETBALL
CONTINUED FROM 6A

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 6A

SWIMMING
CONTINUED FROM 6A



In 2013 alone, it cost the 
United States approximately 
$78.5 billion to deal with the 
opioid crisis. If it weren’t on 
the news, many of us never 
would have heard about the 
crisis. States such as Penn-
sylvania and Ohio have been 
hit the hardest by opioid 
misuse, driving the presi-
dent to declare it a national 
emergency.

 Opioids (other than her-
oin) are typically prescribed 
by physicians. People have an 
extremely high tendency to 
become reliant on these drugs 
and get addicted. This is be-
cause prescription opioids 
are so readily available and 
easy to swipe. Pharmaceutical 
companies have flooded the 
market with opioids without 
any regulation.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention found 
that 20,101 people died in 2015 
because of opioid overdoses, 
not including heroin. In Io-

wa, the Department of Public 
Health found that 46 people 
died of an opioid overdose 
in 2015. Iowa provides opi-
oid-treatment centers with 
medication-assisted treat-
ment and expanded the abil-
ity to use naloxone, which 
prevents death by overdose. 
At the state level, this is a step 
in the right direction.

If you compare this to a 
state such as Ohio, which has 
a far more extreme problem 
with opioids, approximately 
1,850 died in 2015 from opioid 
overdoses. Ohio’s approach 
to the opioid crisis has large-
ly focused on cracking d own 
rather than treatment and re-
habilitation.

Some physicians prescribe 
opioids as if they were candy, 
but many don’t feel they have 
the training to safely pre-
scribe opioids. Often, instead 
of having opioids as a last 
resort, it’s the go-to method. 
There are even doctors and 
pharmacists who can illegal-
ly distribute drugs for cash 
because distributors go un-
checked. Physicians need to 
be provided with more tools 
to do risk-based assessment 
and be given standardized 
guidelines, before prescribing 
opioids to patients.

The FDA, DEA, and Health 
& Human Services are sup-
posed to be at the forefront 

of the crisis, creating guide-
lines and laws for opioid 
distribution and use. While 
they may try to do their jobs, 
Congress is the roadblock 
that stops preventative policy 
from being implemented and 
enforced against pharmaceu-
tical companies and distribu-
tors.

For too long, Congress has 
been paid off by Big Pharma, 
which places profits over peo-
ple. In 2016, Congress over-
turned a law that allowed the 
DEA to go after drug distrib-
utors involved in illegal prac-
tices and shady deals. This 
law had a huge preventative 
measure that was meant to 
limit the flood of opioids to 
the public.

Big Pharma contributed 
$1.5 million to the very same 
lawmakers who helped over-
turn that law. This is just one 
example of many in which 
companies’ hands are far too 
deep in Congress’ pockets 
for anything beneficial to get 
done. From 2014-16, it spent 
$102 million on Congress to 
make sure its profits were 
protected.

If Congress passes this off 
to the states, we have an in-
consistent method across the 
country that still leaves large 
loopholes. Drugs are patented 
and monitored at the feder-
al level, so that’s where pre-

ventative law should occur. 
What should not happen are 
laws that criminalize addicts. 
Addicts are breaking the law, 
yes, but the resulting epidem-
ic will not be solved through 
criminalization. It costs hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars 
to jail them.

What they need is treat-
ment and rehabilitation at 
the state level to break the 

cycle and put them back in a 
position that is far less likely 
to have them turn back to ad-
diction. In the long run, the 
cost is way less. This is then 
bolstered by education and 
preventative federal law.

My hope is that the pres-
ident will go on to formally 
file the needed paperwork 
to make the opioid crisis a 
national emergency. Funds 

can then be allocated, more 
health workers will be avail-
able, medication-assist-
ed treatment can be more 
widely used, and people 
who can’t afford treatment 
won’t have to worry about 
cost. Federal and state gov-
ernments working together 
will save the 91 Americans 
who die every day from opi-
oid overdoses.
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The U.S. can’t solve its opioid crisis while Big Pharma is lining the pockets of those in Congress.

Caleb Bell wrote an arti-
cle critical of Ryan Hall and 
Cathy Glasson for their sup-
port of minimum-wage in-
creases. Bell argued a mini-
mum-wage increase “will fail 
to lift the working poor out 
of poverty, and it will neg-
atively affect the working 
poor in our communities.” 
In support of these claims, 
Bell cited two studies: one 
2010 study by the Employ-
ment Policies Institute and a 
2017 study by the University 
of Washington.

The institute’s study only 

states there are diminishing 
returns to minimum-wage 
increases: larger increases 
give less of the gains to poor-
er workers. It does not imply 
poorer workers do not bene-
fit, nor that minimum-wage 
increases do not (up to a cer-
tain point) lift people out of 
poverty. Indeed, if the Con-
gressional Budget Office is 
to be believed, if we raise the 
(federal) minimum wage to 
$10.10 hourly, “Many more 
low-wage workers would see 
an increase in their earn-
ings.” How many is “many 

more?” — 16.5 million low-
wage workers. And $5 billion 
more would go to families 
with incomes below the 2016 
poverty line (those with in-
comes under $24,100 for a 
family of four).

Granted, the CBO states 
a rather larger $12 billion 
more would go to families 
with incomes between one 
and three times the poverty 
threshold (those with in-
comes between $24,100 and 
$72,300). So one can argue 
that minimum wages are 
blunter instruments than 

other policy measures. But 
this does not support one 
bit Bell’s claim that min-
imum-wage increases do 
not help the working poor. 
Contrary to Bell, and even 
admitting the harms of 
minimum-wage increases, 
the overall impact (up to a 
certain point) is “moderate 
gains for low-income fam-
ilies” and an overall reduc-
tion in poverty.

Meanwhile, the Washing-
ton study excludes 40 per-
cent of Seattle’s workforce. 
In particular it excludes all 

workers at large chains, such 
as fast-food restaurants and 
retail stores, where many of 
the benefits and few of the 
ills of a minimum-wage in-
crease are felt.

I find it better to view 
minimum-wage increases as 
“a powerful complement” to 
other policy measures aimed 
at reducing poverty. Bell’s 
point about using Earned In-
come Tax Credits is well-tak-
en, as I am eager to see all 
effective policy tools, which-
ever those may be, leveraged 
against our communal sin of 

perpetuating poverty.
Bell is wrong to accuse 

Glasson and Hall of mak-
ing “empty wage promises.” 
The data that Bell ignores 
show their promises are not 
empty. I am glad they are 
addressing poverty in our 
state, and creating concrete 
proposals to effectively ad-
dress it, a staple of our polit-
ical discourse.

 — Landon D.C. Elkind Phi-
losophy Ph.D., Mathematics 

M.S. University of Iowa, Class 
of 2018

GUEST OPINION

Minimum wage is part of the answer to ending poverty, and local candidates are addressing it.

Minimum-wage piece misrepresented statistics

MICHELLE KUMAR
michelle-kumar@uiowa.edu

COLUMN

Awareness of the prevalance of sexual assault comes at the cost of victims reliving their experiences.

Awareness only goes so far to bring real change

Last week, social media 
were flooded with personal 
accounts from those who ei-
ther had experienced some 
form of sexual harassment 
or sexual assult. They post-
ed to their profiles, #MeToo. 
This relaunched the 2007 

“Me Too” campaign created 
by Tarana Burke to establish 
a foundation for sexual-ha-
rassment and -assault survi-
vors in underprivileged com-
munities to seek support.

Within hours, social-me-
dia platforms were filled with 
victims of sexual harassment 
or sexual assault recount-
ing their trauma to bring 
awareness to the worldwide 
problem of sexual violence. 
While the original motiva-
tion behind the campaign 
was commendable, a prob-
lem still exists and needs to 
be addressed.

Reports of sexual harass-
ment and sexual assaults 

have not been absent from 
the media; however, they 
seem to only hold value when 
victims must constantly re-
live their traumas in great 
detail to be believed.

This shows the U.S. lack 
of vigor in addressing sexual 
assault on a legal level. While 
local activist initiatives such 
as the UI Sister Vigil are im-
portant for survivors, deter-
rents still stand in the way 
of correcting the issue, such 
as the withdrawal of Title IX 
protections from survivors of 
either sexual harassment or 
sexual assault.

I find it highly unfair for 
victims of either sexual ha-

rassment or sexual assault to 
feel the need to come forward 
and recount their experienc-
es publicly to bring about 
awareness of the issue itself. 
They are too often forced 
to lay their traumas bare 
and risk potentially being 
re-traumatized. Throughout 
these past few years, more 
and more individuals have 
come forward to address the 
problem; however, little has 
changed.

Numerous members of our 
society firmly believe that 
sexual violence doesn’t occur 
as often as reported. As a re-
sult, victims are forced to not 
only deal with the violence 

perpetrated against them 
but also come forward to of-
ten be disbelieved and ridi-
culed. It is unfair for victims 
to have to continue to relive 
their traumas when it is ob-
vious that sexual violence is 
a pervasive issue. According 
to the National Criminal Jus-
tice Reference Service, 1 in 5 
women and 1 in 16 men will 
be sexually assaulted while in 
college.

Which raises the question, 
When are things are going 
to change? While initiatives 
have been started, often only 
awareness is spread and not 
actual ways to stop the inci-
dents from occurring.

One thing is clear, how-
ever — something needs to 
change and change soon.

Sexual harassment: Un-
wanted frequent sexual 
comments or advances. Le-
gally actionable harassment 
in the workplace might in-
clude when it is so frequent 
or severe that it creates a 
hostile or offensive work 
environment, requests for 
sexual favors, or verbal or 
physical conduct of sexual 
nature.

Sexual assault: A form of 
sexual violence, including 
rape, gro ping, unwanted 
touching, and torture in a 
sexual manner.

CONSTANCE JUDD
constance-judd@uiowa.edu

 Anastasia Walsh/South Florida Sun-Sentinel
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BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Iowa basketball coach Fran McCaffery hasn’t 
completed his starting lineup for the Hawkeyes’ 
exhibition game against William Jewell Friday 
night.

McCaffery isn’t too worried, and neither should 
Hawkeye fans be. The Hawkeyes have their deep-
est team in his tenure at Iowa, albeit with a roster 
full of youth.

“Do I have something in mind? Probably,” he 
said. “I think we have to give everybody a chance 
to kind of establish themselves.”

Three players have solidified themselves as 
starters: sophomores Jordan Bohannon, Isaiah 
Moss, and Tyler Cook.

After those three, the remaining two starting 
spots are wide open, but whomever the coach se-
lects, the players have faith in whatever rotation is 
on the floor.

“We’re going to have five guys on the floor who 
can shoot the ball, kind of like Golden State,” soph-

omore point guard Bohannon said. “Everyone can 
shoot the ball. It spaces the floor.”

Not looking at the freshmen, Iowa could end up 
playing Brady Ellingson or Nicholas Baer at either 
guard or forward, depending on how McCaffery 
positions Moss, who’s capable of playing both po-
sitions.

Baer has earned the right to start. He started in 
10 of Iowa’s 34 games last season but finished the 
year coming off the bench — a sixth-man role in 
which he thrived.

The reigning Big Ten Sixth Man of the Year was 
the only player in Division-1 basketball last season 
(and the first Big Ten player in the past 25 years) 
to tally more than 250 points, 45 steals, and 45 
3-pointers.

He’s an “instant spark” off the bench, his coach 
says, and even though he thrived coming off the 
bench, he could end up starting Friday.

“He can come in at any position essentially, cer-
tainly a 2, 3, 4, but not so much 1 and 5. But he can 

SEE BASKETBALL, 3A
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Perfecting the 
basketball recipe

‘Tough-ish’ Jewell 
back to work

Head coach Fran McCaffery tabbed three players in particular to 
start this season. The other two starting slots are wide open.

BY COURTNEY BAUMANN
courtney-baumann@uiowa.edu

After missing the game against Northwestern 
because of a nagging shoulder injury, Josey Jewell 
should be back to play this weekend against Minne-
sota.

While the senior middle linebacker still leads the 
Big Ten in tackles after taking a game off, his ab-
sence did not go unnoticed.

It was the first start in 19 games that the lineback-
ing corps of Jewell, Ben Niemann, and Bo Bower did 
not take the field together, and it was also the first 
time Kevin Ward, a senior who has been named spe-
cial-team captain in every game this season, spent a 
majority of the game on the field.

Bower stayed at his usual weak-side-lineback-

er position, but Niemann slid into the middle, and 
Ward took over at outside for the game.

Though the team practiced those positions during 
the two weeks prior to the Northwestern game, it 
was still an adjustment come game time.

“It’s a whole different world, just being in the box, 
playing against the offensive line … compared with 
me usually being in space, jamming receivers and all 
that. It’s two totally different positions,” Niemann 
said after the game. “I got some reps, so that helped, 
but it’s still a different world.”

While Ward is listed on the depth chart as the No. 
2 middle linebacker, he transitioned to outside in 
2016. This pushed Niemann, who had started the 33 
games prior at outside, into the middle to take over 
leadership of the defense.

Although the team had been practicing as if Jewell 

would not play against the Wildcats, the coaching 
staff did not make the decision to leave Jewell out of 
the lineup until the day before the game.

That’s when Ward found out he would make his 
first start as a Hawkeye.

Even after learning and practicing the position for 
the past year, Ward leaned on Niemann for a little bit 
of guidance in Evanston.

“After every series, we’d come off and talk to each 
other, what we were seeing,” Ward said. “All week as 
well, he was a great resource about stuff that he keys 
on during games and little stuff like that.”

Against the Wildcats, Bower and Niemann took 
charge of the defense, tallying 12 and 11 tackles.

While the defense did hold Northwestern to just 

SEE FOOTBALL, 3A

Ben Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa linebacker Josey Jewell (43) pushes Michigan State’s Madre London to the ground in Spartan Stadium on Sept. 30. Jewell is expected to be back for the Minnesota 
game on Saturday. 

Water 
Hawks prep 
for success
The Hawkeyes have added young 
swimmers and divers to boost 
the championship mindset.

BY ANNA KAYSER
anna-kayser@uiowa.edu

The men’s and women’s swimming and div-
ing teams expect to repeat their success from last 
year, not to mention build on it with the addition 
of some youth.

The loss of esteemed veterans in the off-season 
created an opportunity to bring in a new class to 
learn from the leadership of this year’s seniors.

“It looks different,” diving coach Todd Waikel 
said. “We lost some of our veterans who’ve been 
around for a while, but then, we’ve got some new 
blood in, if you will, that really have quite a résumé 
of diving. Although they might not have the college 
experience, they do have a lot of experience in div-
ing, so it’s kind of a unique dynamic.”

The championship mindset 
the seniors possess can boost 
their success and the leadership 
they demonstrate to the younger 
Hawkeyes.

“We have that senior leadership 
where I think they can take that 
big step and be championship 
performers and do well, but then 

we’ve got a young bunch … that we are really excit-
ed about as our team really comes together,” head 
coach Marc Long said.

The main goals for the season are the same as 
fans can expect for almost any sport: to perform at 
the top NCAA level and go for conference titles.

To do that, the coaching staff works to put people 
in positions where they can succeed.

Both the swimming and diving teams started 
off the season strong with a 3-0 finish in the first 
meet. Coming from that were four Big Ten honors, 
as well as seven Hawkeyes posting NCAA diving 
standards.

“We want to keep advancing,” Waikel said. “We 
just want to keep climbing that mountain. Last 

SEE SWIMMING, 3A

After missing his first game since 2014, Josey Jewell should be back on the field for Minnesota.

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Iowa forward Tyler Cook dunks during men’s basketball media day in Carver-Hawkeye on Oct. 16. The Hawkeyes will open 
up their season with an exhibition game against William Jewell on Friday at 7 p.m. in Carver.

Tyler Cook is Top 100
After a stellar freshman year, 

Tyler Cook found his way onto NBC 
Sports College Basketball Talk’s 
Top-100 Players countdown.

Despite suffering an injury 
midseason, Cook still managed 
to make the Big Ten All-Freshman 
Team. The St. Louis native aver-
aged 12.3 points per game and 5.3 
rebounds 24.5 in 24.5 minutes.

He netted 20 points or more 
twice last season, while recording 
two double-doubles.

He carried similar stats over to 
the team’s trip 
to Europe in the 
off-season, drop-
ping another 12.3 
points a game to 
go along with 5.3 
rebounds.

Cook, along 
with his Hawk-
eye teammates, 

will make the season début on Fri-
day in an exhibition game against 
Division-2 William  Jewell.

Football Injury Report
Iowa’s injuries came back to 

hurt in the game against North-
western on Oct. 21.

Linebacker Josey Jewell and 
safety Brandon Snyder were out 
of the lineup against the Wildcats, 
and it affected the team, especial-
ly in the second half and overtime.

While Jewell is expected to play 
against Minnesota on Saturday, 
Brandon Snyder will not, head 

coach Kirk 
Ferentz said.

Running 
back James 
Butler, who went 
down against 
North Texas, is 
nearing a return, 
however.

He has been 
cleared but is still questionable 
for Saturday — the coaching staff 
wants to make sure his ball securi-
ty is good enough after wearing a 
brace during his time out.

While Boone Myers has been 
battling an injury this season, Fer-
entz said, it’s a matter of pushing 
forward now.  He said he will likely 
have more information later in 
the week.

Synder

“I feel like every 
trophy game is im-
portant… Doesn’t 
matter if it’s a pig, 
snake, or a dog, we 
gotta win.

— Running 
back Akrum 

Wadley on 
Floyd of 

Rosedale

HAWKEYE UPDATES

STAT OF THE DAY

Iowa middle 
blocker Jess 
Janota 
recorded her 
1,000th career 
kill against 
Northwestern 
on Oct. 21.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

1,000
career kills

”

Cook

GET TO KNOW

Iowa Forward Amanda 
Ollinger

Movie: 
Transformers. I 
think the special 
effects are cool, 
and I’m a nerd 
like that. 
Food: Steak or 
pizza
Restaurant: 

Mama's Deli 
Music: ’70/80s and my favor-
ite ’70s band is Boston
Three wishes: Super smart 
and I never had to study. I could 
automatically do my hair and 
makeup. Teleport places 'cause I 
hate to drive. 
Favorite subject in 
school: Math 
Least favorite: Physics or 
English 
One goal besides win-
ning a national cham-
pionship: Winning a Big Ten 
title

Long



Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar

Thursday, October 26, 2017

80HOURS
The weekend in arts & entertainment

The blue janitorial 
jumpsuits are subdued un-
derneath a twinge of pur-
ple light. Glow-in-the-dark 
stars are scattered across 
the back wall as in the bed-
room of a child. The set 
draws a fine line between 
simple and imaginative.

“I have always loved 
music from colorful story-
tellers, and I brought that 
into my band,” Ethan Lip-
ton said. “We have melded 
various genres together 
into one particular sound 
that is rooted in American 
music.

"We are always trying to 
make sure we are pushing 
forward and charting new 
territory.”

Ethan Lipton and His 
Orchestra perform cab-
aret–lounge-style music, 
but the lyrics have a sa-
tirical element that tran-
scends genre. The group 
will play at Hancher at 7 

p.m. Friday and Saturday, 
performing two different 
sets: “The Outer Space” on 
Friday and “No Place to 
Go” on Saturday.

“They poke fun at re-
lationships, politics, and 
various aspects of culture,” 
said Hancher Marketing 
and Communications Di-
rector Rob Cline. “There 
is always an edge to their 
songs even though they 
are performed in a laid–
back, club–like way.”

As a playwright, Lipton 
does not write conven-
tionally. From Western 
musical comedies, to cri-
tiques of American work-
places, to security guards 
binge-watching Internet 
videos of cats, to rented 
spaceships, Lipton goes 
wherever his imagination 
takes him. His produc-
tions have been performed 
in historic venues around 
the world.

“If an idea feels sort of 
preposterous, or if I can-
not solve it within the next 
couple of minutes, then I 
get excited,” Lipton said. “I 
love big metaphors. Those 
work well because I like 
to also talk about the ‘ev-
eryday.’ I am interested in 
talking about how things 
feel more than how things 
are.”

Hancher presented the 
Obie-winning production 
“No Place to Go” at the 
Mill, 120 E. Burlington St., 
in 2014, when the origi-
nal auditorium had been 
flooded and the facility de-
molished.

The play is about a man 
whose information-re-
finer job is outsourced to 
Mars. The plot of the play 
revolves around his inde-
cision about leaving home. 
“No Place to Go” has a the-

Ethan Lipton & His Orchestra will take you to another 
planet. Literally.

BY JOSHUA BALICKI | joshua-balicki@uiowa.edu

SEE LIPTON, 5B

•  When: 7 p.m. Friday & 
Saturday

•  Where: Hancher

•  Cost: $10-$25

EVENT INFO
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SCREAM

WYLDE NEPT

ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW

7 P.M. HANCHER

ST
ONE FOXES

8 P.M. FILMSCENE

11:30 P.M. ENGLERT

9 P.M. THE MILL

E
TH

A
N L

IP
TON & HIS ORCHESTRA

8 P.M. THE MILL

The Giver is set in a dystopian society in which everyone is
well-behaved and life is controlled  to be led in a boring fashion. 

Life appears normal, but “unqualified” babies are released, as are the 
elderly once they become too withered and old. But where do they 
go? Jonas, an 11-year-old boy who seems perfectly normal, except for 
his eye color and his ability to see flashes of color. Once the children 
turn 12, they are assigned their roles in life. While some are assigned 
normal tasks, such as nurturers or birth mothers, Jonas is chosen to 
be the next receiver. He arrives at the current receiver’s dwelling, who 
tells Jonas he wishes to be called “The Giver.” There, he gives Jonas 
memories of what we would consider to be a normal life. A sleigh 
ride down a snowy hill and the feeling of a sunburn are the beginning 
stages of Jonas’ eye-opening experience. Later, Jonas figures out that baby Gabriel — an infant 
his father brings home to nurture — is to be released. Jonas has a plan, but will it work?

2B 80 HOURS

WEEKEND EVENTS
  TODAY 10.26

  FRIDAY 10.27

SATURDAY 10.28

My Friend Dahmer 
is a biographical film 
on the childhood of 
the infamous serial 
killer Jeffrey Dahmer. 
It is based on the 
2012 graphic novel 
by cartoonist John 
Backderf, who was 
friends with Dahmer 
in high school. 
Dahmer (Ross Lynch) 
is a troubled, shy, and 
awkward alcoholic who befriends Derf (Alex Wolf ) soon before the murders start. 
The film made its début at the Tribeca Film Festival.

Lady Bird is a comedy-
drama that made its 
début at Telluride Film 
Festival last month. 
Marion McPherson 
(Laurie Metcalf ), an 
overworked Californian 
nurse, mother of a 
rebellious teenage 
daughter (Saoirise 
Ronan), and wife of a 
jobless husband (Tracy 
Letts), must keep their 
household together. 
Lady Bird has received the coveted 100 percent rating on Rotten Tomatoes.

Album of the Week: American Teen, by Khalid
Khalid’s début album, American Teen, released on March 3, 

mixes soul, R&B, smooth hip-hop, and alternative beats in a 
distinct balance that pushed Khalid’s sound into the public 
eye. He has collaborated with popular artists such as Lorde, 
Marshmello, and Zedd. His singles, “Young Dumb & Broke,” 
“Location,” and “8TEEN” all have vibrant beats fused with 
his buoyant lyrics. The album discusses themes of youth, 
heartbreak, and overcoming hardships.

With his ballad, “Angels,” Khalid profoundly belts, “I hope 
for better days/and lately times are tough/The angels give 
me strength/and I’m not giving up.” The track is more emotional than some of his 
other, more carefree melodies. Khalid’s songs “American Teen” and “8TEEN” are fun, 
breezy anthems with lightweight rhythms and charismatic lyrics. Whereas his song 
“Another Sad Love Song” combines his heartache with a catchy bridge that uniquely 
connects to the chorus, in which Khalid admits his anguish about the current state of 
his relationship.

Song Pick: “Another Sad Love Song”

— by Joshua Balicki 

— by Natalie Betz

— by Madison Lotenschtein

MY FRIEND DAHMER

LADY BIRD

FILM

FILM

FILM

• JUNIOR BROWN, BRIAN JOHANNESEN, 7 P.M., 
GABE’S, 330 E. WASHINGTON
• STONE FOXES, SISTER WIFE, 8 P.M., MILL, 120 E. 
BURLINGTON

• JAZZ AFTER 5, 5 P.M., MILL
• CHRIS WEBBY, 6 P.M., BLUE MOOSE, 211 IOWA
• ETHAN LIPTON & HIS ORCHESTRA, “THE OUTER SPACE,” 7 P.M., HANCHER
• BLUE RIDGE BAND, DOUBLE BARREL BAND, 8 P.M. WILDWOOD, 4919 
WALLEYE
• PHO, ZETA JUNE, 8 P.M., GABE’S
• HAR-DI-HAR, 9 P.M., MILL

UNBROKEN , BY LAURA HILLENBRAND

MUSIC
• ASEETHE, FEREL LIGHT, DRYAD, 9 P.M., GABE’S

SUNDAY 10.29

MUSIC

MUSIC

• LUCKY, 3:30, 6, & 8:15 P.M., FILMSCENE 118 E. 
COLLEGE
• DINA, 4, 6:15, & 8:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• MEMENTO, 7 P.M., 101 BECKER
• DESPICABLE ME 3, 8 & 11P.M. IMU BIG TEN THEATER
• HALLOWEENTOWN 8 & 11P.M., IMU IOWA THEATER

• DESPICABLE ME 3, 5, 8, & 11 P.M. IMU BIG TEN THEATER
• HALLOWEENTOWN 5, 8, & 11P.M., IMU IOWA THEATER
• ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW, 11:30 P.M., ENGLERT, 
221 E. WASHINGTON

• DESPICABLE ME 3, 8 & 11 P.M., IMU BIG TEN THEATER
• HALLOWEENTOWN, 8 & 11 P.M., IMU IOWA THEATER

Raised by Italian immigrant parents, Louie  Zamperini spent 
his childhood in Torrance,  California, and found a passion for 
running. He later performed in the 1936 Olympics in Berlin.  In 
1943, Louie trained to be a part of the Army Air Corps in World 
War II. Sadly, his bomber plummeted into the Pacific Ocean 
while on a rescue mission. After being lost for nearly a month at 
sea, Louie and the other survivor were captured by the Japanese 
and taken to a POW camp. Camp life was horrifying, and Louie 
endured physical, emotional pain, and torture, for the next two 
years. After being liberated  in 1945, Louie returned home and 
was welcomed by PTSD. Louie struggled until 1949; he became 
a Christian and forgave those who treated him so horribly in the 
camp. Unbroken is a nonfiction bestseller with much critical acclaim; it glows  with 
bravery and overcoming a power larger than oneself.

THE GIVER, BY LOIS LOWERY 

BLOODY MARY
Equal parts vodka & Bloody Mary mix, whole lotta garnish (Tito’s 

vodka, Mclure’s Bloody Mary Mix, John’s Grocery boot)
The Bloody Mary is one of the easiest cocktails to make, 

being composed of two ingredients and your choice 
of garnish(es). The origination of the drink isn’t clear-
cut, but most sources credit its creation to one of two 
people around the time of Prohibition: Ferdinand Petiot 
and George Jessel. What is more universally accepted is 
the ameliorative powers of the Bloody Mary when one 
is feeling less than perfect the day after having a bit too 
much libation.

Directions: Combine equal parts vodka and Bloody 
Mary mix with ice in a cocktail shaker or mixing 
glass.  Shake or stir and strain into a Collins or pint glass 
… or a boot. Add a garnish or five, such as bacon, shrimp, 
olives, cherry tomatoes, celery, a dill pickle — even a 
lemon wedge would work.  Serve and enjoy.

Note: there are as many recipes for the Bloody Mary 
as there are people who make them.   For an in-depth 
examination into the variations and muddied history 
of this cocktail, check out the how-to and history at 
diffordsguide.com.  Cheers. 

— Mike Ciemnoczolowski

ART
• 25 COLLECTIONS FOR 25 YEARS: SELECTIONS FROM THE IOWA 
WOMEN’S ARCHIVES, 11 A.M.-5 P.M., MAIN LIBRARY GALLERY
• ART & THE AFTERLIFE: FANTASY COFFINS, ERIC ADJETEY ANANG, 
NOON-5 P.M., IMU BLACK BOX THEATER
• FACES OF IOWA THROUGH THE EARLY LENS, 1-5 P.M., OLD CAPITOL 
KEYES GALLERY

FILM
• SCREAM, 8 P.M., FILMSCENE

ART

ART

ART

MISCELLANEOUS

THEATER

THEATER

THEATER

• 25 COLLECTIONS FOR 25 YEARS: SELECTIONS FROM 
THE IOWA WOMEN’S ARCHIVES, 9 A.M.-6 P.M., MAIN 
LIBRARY GALLERY
• ART & THE AFTERLIFE: FANTASY COFFINS, ERIC ADJETEY 
ANANG, 10 A.M.-5 P.M., IMU BLACK BOX THEATER
• FACES OF IOWA THROUGH THE EARLY LENS, 10 A.M.-5 
P.M., OLD CAPITOL KEYES GALLERY

• 25 COLLECTIONS FOR 25 YEARS: SELECTIONS 
FROM THE IOWA WOMEN’S ARCHIVES, 9 A.M.-6 
P.M., MAIN LIBRARY GALLERY
• ART & THE AFTERLIFE: FANTASY COFFINS BY 
ERIC ADJETEY ANANG, 10 A.M.-5 P.M., IMU BLACK BOX 
THEATER
• FACES OF IOWA THROUGH THE EARLY LENS, 10 
A.M.-5 P.M., OLD CAPITOL KEYES GALLERY

• 25 COLLECTIONS FOR 25 YEARS: SELECTIONS FROM 
THE IOWA WOMEN’S ARCHIVES, 10 A.M.-5 P.M., MAIN 
LIBRARY GALLERY
• ART & THE AFTERLIFE: FANTASY COFFINS, ERIC 
ADJETEY ANANG, NOON-5 P.M., IMU BLACK BOX THEATER
• FACES OF IOWA THROUGH THE EARLY LENS, 10 A.M.-
5 P.M., OLD CAPITOL KEYES GALLERY

• FARMERS’ MARKET, 7:30 A.M.-NOON, CHAUNCEY SWAN 
PARKING RAMP

• CIRCLE MIRROR TRANSFORMATION, 7:30 P.M., 
RIVERSIDE THEATER
• NOTHING BUT DAYS, GALLERY, 8 P.M., THEATER B

• CIRCLE MIRROR TRANSFORMATION, 7:30 P.M., 
RIVERSIDE THEATER
• NOTHING BUT DAYS, GALLERY, 8 P.M., THEATER B

• CIRCLE MIRROR TRANSFORMATION, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE 
THEATER, 213 N. GILBERT
• NOTHING BUT DAYS, GALLERY, 8 P.M., THEATER BUILDING 
THEATER B

MUSIC

WORDS

WORDS

WORDS

• LET’S DO THIS COMEDY SHOW, 7 P.M., BLUE MOOSE
• ETHAN LIPTON & HIS ORCHESTRA, “NO PLACE TO 
GO,” 7 P.M., HANCHER
• CELLO DAY(Z), 7:30 P.M., VOXMAN CONCERT HALL
• HALLOQUEEN, 8 P.M., GABE’S
• HEARTLAND BOMBSHELLS, 8 P.M., BLUE MOOSE
• A SOLAR CATHEDRAL HALLOWEEN EXPERIENCE, 8 
P.M., WILDWOOD
• FREE BASS, 9 P.M., BLUE MOOSE
• WYLDE NEPT, 9 P.M., MILL

• “LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS,” RACHEL ROSE,7 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS

• “LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS,” NICOLA LAGIOIA, 
7P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS, 15 S. DUBUQUE

• KINGA TÓTH, DILMAN DILA, 4 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS

MISCELLANEOUS

THEATER

• SUNDAY FUN DAY: OCTOBER IMPROV, 2 P.M., IOWA CITY PUBLIC 
LIBRARY, 123 S. LINN ST.
• PUB QUIZ, 9 P.M., MILL

• CIRCLE MIRROR TRANSFORMATION, 2 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATER
• NOTHING BUT DAYS, 2 P.M., THEATER B
• SHE KILLS MONSTERS, IOWA CITY COMMUNITY THEATER, 2 P.M., 
JOHNSON COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

DI

DI

DRINK OF THE WEEK

OPENING MOVIES

LIT PICKS

ALBUM PICKS
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BLOODY MARY

BROUGHT 
TO YOU BY:

MISCELLANEOUS
• PUMPKINS AND PROTECTION, 11 A.M.-2 P.M., BURGE

DI
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BY RHIANA CHICKERING
rhiana-chickering@uiowa.edu

On Tuesday and Wednesday 
evening, the New York City Bal-
let merged fantasy with reality 
when it performed at Hancher 
during its MOVES tour, mes-
merizing the more than 850 
people in the audience.

Ballet dancers moved swiftly 
across stage, their bodies mov-
ing fluidly, their dancing grace-
ful and seemingly effortless. 
The live music and dancing 
was flawless and in sync , while 
the lighting and stage scheme 
enhanced the aesthetics of the 
performance.

Brian Anstedt, the Hanch-
er production manager, said 
preparing for New York City 
Ballet’s performance was a 
long process. Stage workers 
spent eight hours on Oct. 21 
and around 13 hours on Mon-
day setting up the light plot and 
getting ready for the perfor-
mance.

“It’s exciting for me to come 
to my hometown and perform,” 
said dancer Miriam Miller, who 
grew up in Iowa City. “I [was] 
excited to show my fellow col-
leagues the Midwest, because 
not everyone has been to Iowa. 
I [was] just excited to show ev-
eryone my hometown."

Miller, who moved to New 
York City by herself when she 
was 15 to dance at the School of 
American Ballet, recently won 
the Princess Grace Award after 
being nominated by New York 
City Ballet Director Peter Max.

This was the first time since 
2004 that the company nomi-
nated someone for the presti-
gious award, which recognizes 
emerging artists. Humbly, with 
a hint of Midwestern values, 
Miller was shocked, not be-
lieving she would ever win the 
award.

The gala for the award oc-
curred Wednesday, but she 
decided to stay in Iowa City 
to perform, proving just how 

important performing in her 
hometown was to her.

“It was definitely a magical 
experience,” Miller said about 
her Tuesday performance. “It 
was really special … I had a lot 
of tremendous support from 
everybody, and I felt so com-
fortable, and I was excited and 
happy to actually share this 
with Iowa City — what I do and 
what we do to the town.”

The New York City Ballet’s 
MOVES tour was more special 
than the larger tours that the 
ballet regularly performs with 
some of its 65 dancers, because 
it is not mandatory.

“[MOVES] includes people 
who want to go [and] want to 
be a part of this performance,” 
said New York City Ballet art 
administrator Jean-Pierre 
Frohlich. “It moves groups of 
dancers out of New York.

The dancers rehearsed for 
several weeks prior to the per-
formances. “Some of the danc-
ers are performing these dances 

for the first time,” Frohlich said. 
This provided a more extensive 
rehearsal for the dancers.

That may not be the most 
challenging part for the danc-
ers, though.

“I would say the most chal-
lenging part is … not being 
too critical of yourself when 
performing,” Miller said. “Yes, 
there is a lot of athleticism in it, 
and a lot of maintenance, and 
a lot of rehearsing, and a lot of 
that and learning the choreog-
raphy, but I think, ultimately, 
after performances, it is really 
hard not to get in your head 
or not to over-critique every-
thing that you’ve done and not 
over-analyze it.

“I mean, it’s hard because we 
are looking in a mirror all of the 
time, and we’re always being 
analyzed with our bodies, and 
with our choreography, and 
who you are as an individual is 
always kind of being critiqued 
in a way, or being corrected. So, 
I think the challenge is finding 

the balance, knowing when to 
not go overboard … and not put 
yourself down or give yourself 
too many criticisms.”

But on Wednesday night, the 
thoughts of criticism were far 
from the audience’s mind; Mill-
er and her colleagues received a 
standing ovation.

“I’m just in awe and com-
pletely in awe,” Miller said. 
“It’s been unimaginable — 
the amount of support that I 
had [and] how kind and nice 
and encouraging everyone 
has been. It has really been so 
special. I can’t even put it into 
words how happy I feel about 
that … I don’t think I ever had 
a standing ovation after doing 
a duet before. It was pretty in-
credible.”

For Iowa City specifically, New 
York City Ballet’s MOVES perfor-
mance was more than a beautiful 
ballet performance. It gave the 
audience a sense of hopefulness 
to reach their aspirations.

“Just be you, and if you find 

something that you love and 
that you are passionate about 
… don’t try to imitate someone 
else,” Miller said. “Don’t be 
nervous to be different, and 
just do what you know and 
what you love, and have con-
fidence with it.”

BY SALMA RIOS
salma-rios@uiowa.edu

In a not-far future, the world 
is divided into two classes: those 
who can have children, and those 
who cannot. Those who can have 
children live a life of luxury and 
security, while those who can-
not are all but doomed to a life of 
hard labor and oppression.

The play Nothing but Days, 
written by Courtney Meak-
er and directed by Sarah Lacy 
Hamilton, will open at 8 p.m. to-
day. The show will run through 
Oct. 29.

The plot focuses on sexuality 
in the future. Men and women 
of the Inner Wall nation are ex-

pected to earn their citizenship 
through marriage and child-
bearing, while queer people are 
sent to serve on the Border Wall 
as an alternative way to earn cit-
izenship. When rebellion strikes 
the capital, those on the Inner 
Wall will be forced to choose be-
tween continuing their service 
or joining in the rebellion in or-
der to earn their freedom.

The production contains 
many adult subjects, includ-
ing adult language, simulated 
alcohol consumption, physical 
violence, discussion of sexual 
violence, auditory depiction of 
sexual violence, discussion of 
reproductive coercion, partial 
nudity, and intimacy on stage.

The inspiration behind 
Meaker’s play was the result of a 
myriad issues. She said two arti-
cles in The New York Times — one 
about the killing of a girl in Ice-
land, the other about the deaths 
of children in Nigeria because of 
preventable diseases — raised 
questions about how we as 
people view tragedy in numeric 
forms.

Meaker also struggled to make 
sense of the political situation af-
ter the 2016 presidential election: 
“The play took form in full by 
applying these issues and then 
asking a question, ‘What does 
revolution look like for individu-
als and for the society at large?’ ”

Themes of revolution and 

hardship drew Hamilton to di-
rect the play.

“In this society that seeks to 
dehumanize queer people, every 
breath they take is a revolution-
ary act,” she said.

To Hamilton, revolution is 
not just a political or social over-
throw, it is the small and mirac-
ulous things people do every day 
in the face of oppression.

“In the world of the play, love, 
hope, and laughter are signifi-
cant rebellions that defy cruelty 
and bigotry,” she said. 

Clara Reynen, who plays Page, 
said her favorite thing about 
being in the play is to be able to 
explore the world of the play and 
to uncover new things about the 

world her character is living in.
“But I think what trumps all 

is that we’ll be able to use these 
discoveries to help our audienc-
es experience this world in the 
most visceral way possible, and 
I think that will enable them to 
really sink their teeth into the 
show,” she said.

Fantasies and fields of dreams

Laughter and hope as rebellion

The New York City Ballet performed at Hancher during its MOVES tour, bringing along a small group of talented dancers, 
including Miriam Miller, who grew up in Iowa City.

Nothing but Days visualizes a world where having children determines the class system.

•  When: 8 p.m. today through 
Saturday; 2 p.m. Oct. 29

•  Where: Theater Building 
Theater B

•  Cost: Free-$5

EVENT INFO
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BY CLAIRE DIETZ
claire-dietz@uiowa.edu

Taylor Bradley graduated 
in 2013 from the University of 
Iowa with a B.A. in theater and 
a minor in English literature. 
She now lives in Los Angeles, 
where she run a nonprofit the-
ater company called 48 Hours 
Theater. She recently published 
her first book, Side Effects, which 
deals with various aspects of 
mental health and features a 
collection of poems, short sto-
ries, plays, and observations. The 
Daily Iowan recently had the op-
portunity to speak with Bradley 
about the experience of writing 
the book and her art.

DI: What inspired the book?
Bradley: I was recently diag-

nosed with depression, anxiety, 
and PTSD, and all of a sudden, 

I had resources and names for 
things I’ve struggled with my 
entire life. I had a rather large 
collection of random writing proj-
ects that I had been working on 
throughout high school and col-
lege, and I realized it all fell within 
six or seven categories/themes. 
I decided to compile the pieces I 
felt spoke most honestly about my 
journey of growing up. I titled the 
book Side Effects so I could orga-
nize my work by the themes that 
inspired me, as well as actual side 
effects I’ve experienced, because I 
write in numerous media. 

DI: The book is a combination 
of many genres, many styles; 
how did this idea come to you?

Bradley: I don’t think any-
one thinks or feels in only one 
medium. Also, this book spans 
about eight years of my writing, 
and I think depending on what 

phase of life you’re in, you relate 
more to different types of litera-
ture. If I can convey an idea by 
comparison, or if it’s especially 
vivid, I’ll probably write a poem. 
If what I’m trying to explore is 
about people and their inter-
action with other people (love, 
friendship, conflict), I’ll proba-
bly write a play. Or if I just have 
a poignant thought or an absurd 
interaction that I want to speak 
on, it may just be an 11 Word Ob-
servation. Also, I think people 
respond better to multiple me-
dia, especially younger genera-
tions. Patience is fleeting, and 
I want my book to be accessible 
and easy to consume. 

DI: How much of this work is 
autobiographical? Do you think 
that affected your writing pro-
cess and the final product?

Bradley: It is almost entirely 

autobiographical. Some of it is 
dramatized slightly, but unfor-
tunately, many elements of what 
I write about doesn’t need a dra-
matized interpretation to be dra-
matic enough to make an impact 
on readers. I was very nervous 
when I first released the book; 
honesty can make people very 
uncomfortable, and I felt a little 
like I was publishing my diary. I 
didn’t leave anything out. This is 
where I’m from and who I am. 

DI: Where did the inspira-
tion for the stage adaptations/
screenplays come from? What 
made you want to combine that 
with poetry?

Bradley: I have a theatrical 
background. I grew up perform-
ing in plays, and I got my B.A. 
from UI in 2013 in theater arts 
with an emphasis on playwrit-
ing. I now run a nonprofit the-

ater company called 48 Hours in 
Los Angeles. Theater is in every-
thing I do. I often have dreams 
of living in plays or with char-
acters from literature, and it 
has always been my go-to outlet 
when I’m struggling. 

DI: Self-publishing your art 
becomes a prominent theme, 
especially at the end. Do you 
mind talking a little bit about 
your decision to self-publish and 
what that experience was like?

Bradley: I’ve never been one 
to wait around and wait for op-
portunities to be handed to me. 
I prefer reaching out and taking 
risks. I self-produced six plays 
through my theater company; I 
rented spaces, hired actors, and 
made it happen. I pride myself 
on putting out quality work, but 
I don’t feel the need for approval 
to get my feet off the ground.

I knew this book was ready 
for consumption, and I felt like 
it needed to be published, but I 
don’t have a literary agent. I think 
growth and success comes after 
you can prove that your work is ca-
pable of reaching people. I feel like 
I should put the work in and learn 
everything I can about marketing, 
and formating, and editing, and 
design, so I can approach this in-
dustry with the knowledge and 
drive it takes to make a living at it. 

DI: Do you think self-publish-
ing has changed you as an artist?

Bradley: Yes. I think when-
ever anyone can do something 
themselves, their self-worth 
increases. And as an artist, you 
need confidence to get through 
the tough times, the hungry 
times, the “will I ever be able to 
afford a house?” times. You need 
little boosts to keep you going.

BY SARAH STORTZ
sarah-stortz@uiowa.edu

On Tuesday in Uptown Bill’s 
Coffeehouse, 730 S. Dubuque 
St., several different people of 
diverse nationalities stood on 
the same tiny stage to reveal 
their personal struggles through 
spoken word.

As a part of Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month, artists 
of color performed in “Surviving 
in Color: Persisting and Resist-
ing Violence,” a spoken-word 
event created to promote em-
powerment and healing among 
marginalized groups in Iowa 
City.

The event was a collabora-
tion between the Women’s Re-
source and Action Center and 
Monsoon United Asian Women 
of Iowa. The event is also Ad-
vantage-Iowa approved by the 
Center for Diversity and Enrich-
ment, meaning recipients of the 
scholarship can receive credit 
for attending the event. Partic-
ipants could email their work 
weeks ahead before presenting.

UI senior Tanvi Yenna, who 
works as a peer-to-peer & out-
reach advocate for Monsoon, 
was one of the main organizers 
of the event.

In the months leading up 
to October, the planning-com-

mittee members discussed 
what they could provide for the 
community during the month. 
Yenna said there’s a wide array 
of opportunities in Iowa City for 
artists to showcase their work, 
such as the City of Literature, 
but people of color were often 
underrepresented.

“We feel it’s important for 
people of color to talk about 
their communities,” Yenna said.

Tom Gilsenan, the owner of 
Uptown Bill’s, said his venue has 
a history of promoting social 
justice.

“What you hope, of course, 
the people who come are influ-
enced or stirred up,” he said. 

“You also hope each of them will 
go off into the community and 
keep that message with them.”

Gilsenan was more than hap-
py to have so many different 
voices echo in his coffeehouse.

“We’re thrilled to host this,” 
he said. “It fits very well with our 
mission, and we’re looking for-
ward to a great evening of wis-
dom, truth, and understanding.”

UI senior Shanea Condon 
read two pieces of writing, one 
original work and a poem titled 
“I Am Learning to Be a Flower,” 
by Dominque Ashaheed.

Her piece was inspired by her 
experience being adopted into a 
transracial family as a Chinese 

immigrant.
“In the piece, I talked about 

different microaggressions 
from my own white family, 
as well as my white peers and 
the community I grew up in,” 
Condon said. “[I talked] about 
surviving and learning how to 
find myself, despite not know-
ing where I came from or who I 
really am.”

She also read Ashaheed’s po-
em because it focused on self-ac-
ceptance.

“To me, the poem is about 
learning to love yourself, learn-
ing to be gentle with yourself, 
and learning to take care of 
yourself,” Condon said.

Iowa City resident Katheri-
na Thai read her poem “Traps,” 
which was inspired by an abu-
sive relationship she had expe-
rienced.

“I felt like that piece really 
touched on domestic violence,” 
she said. “I think it shows a story 
on getting out of a bad relation-
ship as well.”

Yenna said she encouraged 
people of every background to 
attend the event, hoping they 
could learn what the artists con-
tinually struggle with on a daily 
basis.

“Hearing voices from mar-
ginalized groups is the best way 
to learn,” Yenna said.

UI alumna open and exposed in book

Artists of color continue to strive, survive, be alive

UI alumna publishes a book dealing with mental illness through plays, poems, and short observations about the world around her. 

WRAC collaborates with Monsoon to put together a spoken-word event for people of color, to promote empowerment.
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matic relevance that relates 
to the realities of jobless-
ness, careerism, and corpo-
rate America. It is a simple 
story about a man losing his 
place in the world. And in 
the Solar System.

”The music in the produc-
tion is quite similar to his 
individual records but has 
woven what amounts to be 
a one-man musical that is 
funny, and touching, and 
brilliantly put together,” 
Cline said.

New York Times Critic Pick 
“The Outer Space” is a musi-
cal about a couple escaping 
Earth via a used spaceship. 
In the duration of their or-
bit around Mars, the cou-
ple experience what it is 
like to leave behind all that 
they have ever known. “The 
Outer Space” is grounded in 
personal experience.

“If you have lived in New 
York long enough, you have 
fantasized about what it 
would be like to leave it,” 
the Times wrote in an article 
titled “Review: ‘The Outer 
Space’ Is the Place, for an 
Unsettled Couple.”

“Mr. Lipton’s show sug-
gests that trading one ad-
dress for another doesn’t 
mean that you leave your 
problems behind. You 

might even pick up a few 
new ones.”

“It is about people trying 
to navigate a big transition 
in life together,” Lipton 
said.

This score is cheerful and 
vibrant musically but dark 
and serious lyrically. Ethan 
Lipton and His Orchestra 
play alongside him on stage.

Their collaboration with 
Lipton has created a score 
with various different, “mu-
sical texture[s]” that are 
evocative of space. Lipton 
notes that humor and play 
are a vital component to the 
creative process, both musi-
cally and literally.

“He is a strikingly good 
lyricist, which is one of 
the reasons we think he is 
a good fit for Iowa City, a 
writers’ town,” Cline said.

“He performs in such a 
way that he catches you up 
in the goofiness while also 
breaking your heart with 
the lyrics.”

“It will feel very intimate 
and very club-like,” Cline 
said. “We will make it both 
intimate while maintaining 
the razzle-dazzle of show 
business.”

There will not be a set for 
the performances. The pro-
duction will be streamlined 
to enhance the two major 
concerns: music and story-
telling.

“This piece in particular 
taps into that experience 

of listening,” Lipton said. 
“Because the play takes 
place in space, the audience 
will have to do a little bit of 
work. It rewards the audi-
ence that likes to lean in and 
listen.”

His productions deal with 
issues such as depression, 
divorce, unemployment, 
and unrequited love that 
can most certainly fester 
into a midlife crisis. Lipton 
gives an honest take on the 
vulnerabilities that make 
us human and the strength 
that make us one of a kind.

“I want people to recog-
nize themselves and have 
an acknowledgment of their 
own struggles to make it 
through the day,” Lipton 
said. “I like to see my prob-
lems presented to me in a 
way that I have not seen be-
fore, so hopefully that is the 
experience people have.”

Lipton enjoyed his last 
performance in Iowa City. 
He called the audience 
“incredibly smart,” with a 
sense of appetite to recon-
cile with and connect to “ex-
istential things.”

“We [Hancher] try to serve 
this community, and he helps 
us reflect on our individual 
lives, on our lives as a com-
munity, on our lives as world 
citizens,” Cline said. “His 
stories touch on the personal 
and political. They help us to 
see ourselves and our neigh-
bors in a different light.”

LIPTON
CONTINUED FROM 8

Contributed
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