
BY SARAH WATSON
sarah-e-watson@uiowa.edu

Radiation therapy is no 
walk in the park, even for 
adults, but second-grader 
Calvin Frye knows he is safe 
when he wears his green 
Killer Croc radiation-therapy 
mask.

The radiation mask is a 

tight-fitting mold used to 
keep patients still as they 
undergo radiation therapy. 
Once the mask is secured, the 
patient can’t move, a frighten-
ing venture for anyone, even 
if the process is painless.

To make the process a little 
less intimidating, especially 
for kids, the University of Io-
wa Hospitals and Clinics Ra-

diation Department enlisted 
a volunteer to paint the masks 
however the patient wants.

Calvin, who has been fight-
ing an aggressive cancerous 
brain tumor since July, want-
ed his mask to look like the 
fiercest character he knows, 
Batman’s adversary Killer 
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BY PAIGE SCHLICHTE
paige-schlichte@uiowa.edu

  A new program aimed at empowering and 
uniting women of color on campus kicked off 
Wednesday evening at the Women’s Resource 
& Action Center.

The Womxn of Color Network Series, creat-
ed by Jessica Padilla, the Iowa N.E.W. Leader-
ship Program Coordinator at WRAC, was de-
veloped to be a program initiative that would 

connect women on campus and ensure there is 
equality for individuals of all identities, with a 
particular focus on women.

“It can be difficult to find each other on this 
campus, and it takes time for people to make 
connections with each other and with our own 
community,” Padilla said. “I thought it would 
be a great opportunity to create a place for all 
women to connect, network, and make com-

Empowering women 
of color on campus

UI Vice President for Student Life Melissa Shivers speaks during the Womxn of Color Welcome Mixer at the Women’s Resource and Action Center 
on Wednesday. It was the inaugural event for the Womxn of Color Network Series, which will feature a monthly program on a topic affecting 
womxn of color.

Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan

SEE WOMXN, 2A

BY JORDAN PROCHNOW
jordan-prochnow@uiowa.edu 

A new study from the University of Iowa may have 
discovered one reason for child neglect in drug-addicted 
mothers.

Lane Strathearn, a UI professor of pediatrics, and 
Assistant Professor Sohye Kim of the Baylor College 
of Medicine recently collaborated on a study that pro-

duced data on the correlation between 
drug use and the disassociation that 
drug-addicted mothers may feel about 
their children.

The data, recently published online 
in the journal Human Brain Mapping, 
is on the second phase of a five-year 
study funded by the National Institute 
of Drug Use. It shows how drug use af-

fects the way that new mothers respond to their infants’ 
facial expressions.

Researchers studied mothers who were enrolled in 
a treatment program for drug addiction, videotaping 
them with their babies smiling and crying. They then 
took stills from the videos and showed them to the 
mothers while undergoing an MRI, which picked up dif-
ferences in blood flow in the brain that correlate to brain 
stimuli.

“Normally, when a mother sees her own baby, partic-
ularly when smiling, it produces an increase in brain re-
sponse in reward areas,” Strathearn said. “We were very 

SEE NEGLECT, 3A

Study links 
addiction 
to neglect
A new study out of the 
University of Iowa is discovering 
reasons for neglect in drug-
abusing mothers.

Killer Croc helps one 
kid blast cancer

Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan
Painted Killer Croc and Spiderman radiation masks are shown in the UI Radiation Oncology Center on Wednesday. The 
masks were painted by Carver College of Medicine student and hospital volunteer Liu Weiren. 

The UI Hospitals and Clinics let patients design their own 
radiation masks to make radiation therapy a little less scary.

SEE CANCER, 3A

Strathearn

IC reaffirms 
hands-off on 
immigration 

BY KAYLI REESE
kayli-reese@uiowa.edu

  Iowa City has signed on to a brief that supports 
cities opposing federal grant regulations that would 
require local law enforcement to enforce federal immi-
gration laws.

“[Iowa City] signed an amicus, meaning friend of 
the court, brief on behalf of other cities and communi-
ties,” said Assistant City Attorney Sue Dulek.

According to a press release from the city, 42 com-
munities and organizations have signed the amicus 
brief with the U.S. District Court for the Northern 
District of Illinois. Chicago, the release said, has asked 
for a preliminary injunction to stop communities from 
having to comply with new federal grant criteria from 
the U.S. Department of Justice.

  The grant criteria calls for local law enforcement 
help in enforcing federal immigration laws, the release 

Iowa City has signed on a brief 
in a Chicago case against the 
U.S. Department of Justice.

Bakersfield Mist 
envelops Riverside 
Theater
Riverside’s first play of the 
season will bring its audience 
to a broken-down trailer in 
Bakersfield, California, where 
a foul-mouthed ex-bartender 
believes she has found a piece 
of art by Jackson Pollock. 
The play tells the story of 
her journey to figure out the 
painting’s authenticity with 
a world-renowned art dealer. 
80 HOURS, 1B

Secondary holds it 
down for Hawkeyes
After Manny Rugamba was 
suspended before the Hawk’s 
opening game against 
Wyoming, the secondary 
had to face the challenge of 
Wyoming quarterback Josh 
Allen, but the corners and 
safeties didn’t bat an eye. 
Sports, 6A

Regents hear why 
Tippie shut down its 

M.B.A. 
program
Tippie 
Dean Sar-
ah Gardial 
told the 
state 
Board of 
Regents on 
Wednes-

day that the college closed 
what some refer to as its 
“flagship” program to keep up 
with changes in the business 
world. News, 2A

Volleyball coach gets 
contract extension
Head coach Bond Shymansky 
has improved the volleyball 
program with his culture. Now, 
he’s here until 2022. 
Sports, 6A

‘Recovering skinhead’ 
to speak in IC
Frank Meeink, a former white 
supremacist, speaks out 
against hate after “seeing 
people as human beings.” 
80 HOURS, 3B

Rowing recritment 
proves successful
With an unconventional re-
cruiting method, Iowa rowing 
looks to make the most of 
its new talent by focusing 
on athleticism, not rowing 
capabilities. Sports, 6A

WEATHER

HIGH
75

LOW
50

Mostly sunny, breezy.

INDEX

CLASSIFIED 
OPINIONS
DAILY BREAK
SPORTS

5B
4A
6B
6A

News
To Know

Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar
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80HOURS
The weekend in arts & entertainment

IN A MIST

Thousands of people can look at a piece of art, and 
each have a different perception over what the piece 
means. Often, art can be subjected to arguments over 
how it came to exist and why it should remain signifi-
cant. With this in mind, people can also take an alterna-
tive perception toward different individuals.

On Friday night, Riverside Theater will invite its au-
diences down into the poor parts of Bakersfield, Califor-
nia, to investigate a painting, simultaneously present-
ing its first play of the 2017-18 season, Bakersfield Mist.

Based on true events, Bakersfield Mist tells the story 
of a crude, foul-mouthed ex-bartender named Maude 
Gutman who collects old art in her spare time. After al-
most trashing a painting she found at a thrift store, she 
comes to the conclusion it was created by legendary art-
ist Jackson Pollock.

To prove the painting’s validity, world-renowned art 
dealer Lionel Percy travels from New York to her bro-
ken-down trailer to investigate the piece. When Lionel 
steps into Maude’s home, decorated with cheap thrift-
store items and empty alcohol bottles, the setting al-
most seems foreign to his upper-class lifestyle.

As the two go through the process of figuring out the 
painting’s authenticity, Maude and Lionel break down 
each other’s barriers with each shot of alcohol, revealing 
their deep struggles and their perspectives of art.

The comedy-drama was written by playwright Ste-
phen Sachs and published in 2014. In the wake of the 
show’s success, Sachs won the Elliot Norton Award for 

Best New Play the following year.
As F. Kathleen Foley wrote in a review for the Los An-

geles Times: “It’s exhilarating in the extreme when a play 
strikes rich on every conceivable level. Such is the case 
with Stephen Sachs’ Bakersfield Mist. A wry two-hander 
that handles highbrow artistic issues while zinging in 
plenty of uproarious one-liners. A perfect marriage of 
emotion and ideas that is rare indeed.”

In the Riverside production, the show was directed 
by artistic director Sean Lewis, who picked this play be-
cause of its comedic nature.

“I felt like starting the season off with something fun-
ny with some real-world things around it,” he said. “It’s 
a comedy about class issues and who we acknowledge 
as an expert because of their background and who do 
we ignore.”

Kristy Hartsgrove Mooers and Tim Budd play the 
dynamic duo Maude and Lionel, with their characters 
springing to life through their energetic performances.

When delving into her character, Mooers said, she 
found Maude to be reminiscent of some people she has 
known.

“There are some people you meet who are extremely 
smart, but they just a huge problem with authority, or 
they’re just a little off-filter, that they can’t hold a job, 
and they end up not functioning in the real world,” she 
said.

Mooers believes Maude is “off-filter” is because she is brilliant.
“The way she tries to catch Lionel in his own argu-

ment, I’m like, ‘You’re like a lawyer,’ ” she said. “She has 
such a problem with authority, and she’s such a wild 
woman that she doesn’t get taken seriously.”

Budd, however, needed to take some time to under-
stand Lionel’s background while simultaneously taking 
up a grandiose persona.

“In the rehearsal process, it was just a matter of fig-
uring out how uptight he was,” he said. “I was trying to 
imagine coming from his rarified world in the New York 
art scene, being a university professor at Princeton and 
coming to a place like this to look at a major piece of 
art. Sean encouraged us to be a little bit larger than life 
and accentuate the manners and characteristics of these 
people.”

Although he developed a more light-hearted piece, 
Lewis noted that directing a comedy could often be no 
laughing matter.

“Comedies are hard to find, to be honest,” he said. 
“When you do find one, it definitely makes you think 
a little bit harder if you’re going to do it. They’re more 
painful to direct because you know when you’re failing.”

For Lewis, the biggest key is knowing when the jokes 
are falling flat.

“If it’s not funny, you’re pretty aware that this is not 
working out well,” he said. “I think there’s a level of 
rhythm and timing that may demand a little bit more. 
It’s hard to be very realistic the whole time while try-
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SEE BAKERSFIELD, 3B

Bakersfield Mist comes is the story of an ex-bartender, a Princeton 
professor, and a Jackson Pollock painting.

         BY SARAH STORTZ | sarah-stortz@uiowa.com

INSIDE:
Students, faculty, and staff of color gathered at the Women’s 

Resource & Action Center to kickoff the Womxn of Color 
Network series, a new program that aims to unite women of 
color on campus and create a supportive community where 

women can empower one another.

SEE IMMIGRATION, 2A

Gardial

Who else signed?
• Iowa City, Iowa
• Chicago, Illinois
• Madison, Wisconsin
• 9 Cities and 3 Coun-

ties in California
• 4 Cities in New York
• 4 Cities in Massachu-

setts
• 1 City and 2 Counties 

in Texas
• 1 City and 1 County in 

Colorado

• 1 City and 1 County in 
Washington

• 2 Cities in             
Pennsylvania

• 1 City in Wisconsin
• 1 City in Oregon
• 1 City in Rhode Island
• 1 City in New Mexico
• 1 City in Arizona
• 1 City in New Jersey
• District of Columbia
• 6 Organizations



munity. I think this is very 
important because to survive 
anything without a communi-
ty to support you can be very 
difficult.”

The Womxn of Color Net-
work Series will meet once 
a month throughout the fall 
semester at the WRAC to 
share experiences and discuss 
what it means to be women of 
color on campus and within 
the community. Padilla also 
hopes the series serves the 
individual needs of those who 
attend.

“Whatever it is that the in-
dividual participant needs 
that day, I want to make sure 
they take the opportunity to 
attend this event,” Padilla 
said.

The series will work with 
different departments and re-
sources related to this goal of 
empowering women of color 
on campus. These include the 
Rape Victim Advocacy Pro-
gram, University Counseling 
Service, and the Academic 
Support and Retention Office. 

Representatives from each 
one of these organizations 
spoke at kickoff event and dis-
cussed which monthly session 
they would be facilitating.

Iowa Vice President for 

Student Life Melissa Shivers 
spoke at the kickoff event as 
well.

“It can sometimes be chal-
lenging to find a space to be 
exactly who we are. But this 

program is a space where 
things happen. This is a space 
where you can come and be. 
You can come and get sup-
port and encouragement,” 
Shivers said. “This program 

is an indication of what we 
need on our campus in or-
der to build our community. 
What we’re doing here I hope 
is just the beginning of the 
community-building, sister-
hood-building that we want 
to have here at the University 
of Iowa.”

UI junior Jessica Owens 
said she found out about the 
event on WRAC’s Instagram 
page.

“I thought it would be a 
great opportunity to meet 
people on campus,” Owens 
said. “I worked in Community 
of Color, which was a similar 
type of program and I got to 
meet faculty then — I wanted 
to meet other faculty and stu-
dents here.”

“I think it’s important for 
women of color to have a 

space to connect and cherish 
each other with our melano-
ma and our power,” UI junior 
Tanvi Yenna said. “I think 
it’s a happy place on campus 
for women of color to come 
together to celebrate our suc-
cess.”

Padilla said she is excited 
to see what the program be-
comes in future semesters, 
and plans to let it grow or-
ganically in coordination with 
student feedback.

“My focus is to make sure 
that women feel safe in this 
space and are able to claim 
their own space in this com-
munity,” Padilla said. “I want 
to explore what it means to be 
who we are on this campus. I 
want us to empower each oth-
er through the worst and best 
of times.”
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STUDENTS

AT THE FAIR

Students Michael Jones (left) and Cody Crawford converse at the Bioscience Fair on Wednesday. The fair was held in the rooftop greenhouse on top of Biology 
Building East to introduce students studying a biology field this semester.

Paxton Corey/The Daily Iowan
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said, and it specifically applies 
to the Edward Byrne Memo-
rial Justice Assistance Grant, 
which gives aid in areas such 
as law enforcement and crime 
prevention.

Iowa City Mayor Jim Throg-
morton said the city signed 
with a similar brief opposing 
President Trump’s immigra-
tion ban shortly after the ban 
was announced. City attor-
neys were approached to sign 
this brief, he said.

The court will go on to re-
solve this matter, he said, but 
those who have signed on to 
the brief believe a very strong 
case is in favor of Chicago’s 
wishes being granted.

 One of the most important 

parts of local law enforce-
ment’s job is ensuring public 
safety for their communities, 
Throgmorton said, and Iowa 
City is not in the business of 
enforcing federal policy if it 
threatens public safety. 

“Local governments do not 
want to be told by the federal 
government what to do when 
it comes to local law enforce-
ment,” he said. 

Throgmorton said that by 

complying with the newly 
issued federal grant regula-
tions, some individuals in the 
community may feel that they 
are unable to trust local law 
enforcement. 

The trust in law enforce-

ment is essential to a city’s 
public safety, he said. All indi-
viduals in a community must 
be able to feel like they can 
talk with officers and report 
any criminal activity they see, 

he said.
Hayley Bruce, a spokesper-

son for University of Iowa 
Public Safety, gave one ex-
ample of how the department 
allows trust to flow between 
officers and residents.

“The UI Department of 
Public Safety does not ask 
individuals about their legal 
status,” she said.

If the ways in which com-
munities have built trust be-
tween any individual in the 
community and local law 
enforcement is taken away, 
Throgmorton said, it is much 
harder to ensure the best pub-
lic safety for all.

A resolution passed in Jan-
uary also reaffirmed this ideal, 
trusting relationship between 
Iowa City residents and Iowa 
City law enforcement, he said.

The amicus brief also high-
lighted the importance of 

maintaining trust between 
officers and members of a 
community, regardless of im-
migration status.

“Our law enforcement offi-
cials patrol our streets, oper-
ate our jails, investigate and 
prosecute crimes, and secure 
justice for victims. To fulfill 

these responsibilities, amici 
cities and counties must build 
and maintain the trust of our 
residences, regardless of their 
immigration status, and we 
must adopt to policies which 
foster that trust and meet our 
communities’ unique needs,” 
the brief said.

Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan
UI Vice President for Student Life Melissa Shivers speaks during the Womxn of Color Welcome Mixer at the Women’s Re-
source & Action Center on Wednesday. It was the inaugural event for the Womxn of Color Network Series.

BY MARISSA PAYNE AND EMILY 
WANGEN
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

 Despite the reaction from 
some University of Iowa 
alumni about the Tippie Col-
lege of Business’ announce-
ment in August to  close its 
full-time M.B.A. program, 
the college’s dean maintains 
that Tippie needs to be mar-
ket-driven in its decision 
making.

Tippie Dean Sarah Gardial 
gave a presentation Wednes-
day during the state Board 
of Regents’ Academic and 
Student Affairs Committee 
meeting about closing the 
full-time MBA program.

“With the changes that 
are going on in the business 
world, we have to keep up,” 
Gardial said. “We have to be 
where they are and where 
they’re going.”

The full-time M.B.A. pro-
gram is one of five M.B.A. 
programs offered by Tippie 
and is the only one with de-
clining applications, Gardial 
said.

“By no means are we walk-

ing away from the M.B.A.,” 
Gardial said.

Gardial said the closure 
of Tippie’s full-time M.B.A. 
program is not a retraction, 
but a reallocation of resourc-
es tied up in the shrinking 

program.
UI President Bruce Har-

reld said in an  interview 
with  The Daily Iowan  on 
Tuesday that although the 
program did not close for 
fiscal reasons, the program’s 

closure means resources 
can now be shifted to areas 
where there is higher de-
mand.

“… We have no plans cur-
rently to shift anything else 
out of M.B.A., but I will say 

we are continually looking 
at every channel for all de-
grees trying to make sure 
they make sense and they 
close economically partic-
ularly during this difficult 
fiscal period,” he said. “… We 
can repurpose that money to 
places where there’s higher 
demand. I think if we didn’t 
do these sort of things, peo-
ple would be critical of us for 
not using our money expedi-
tiously.”

Regent Nancy Boettger 
said the regents have re-
ceived questions regarding 
the program’s closure from 
alumni, and Gardial’s pre-
sentation helped understand 
the logistics behind Tippie’s 
decision.

“It seems like a great way 
to reallocate the resources to 
the areas that are being uti-
lized the most,” she said.

Dean explains M.B.A. decision
Tippie Dean Sarah Gardial told the Board of Regents on Wednesday the college closed 
what some refer to as its ‘flagship’ program to keep up with changes in the business world.

‘Local governments do not want to be told by 
the federal government what to do when it 

comes to local law enforcement.’
— Jim Throgmorton, Iowa City mayor

‘With the changes that are going on in the 
business world, we have to keep up. We have to 

be where they are and where they’re going.’
— Sarah Gardial, Tippie dean
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Members of the Univer-
sity of Iowa community are 
voicing a commitment to the 
UI’s values of community, in-
clusion, and respect after the 
announcement on Tuesday 
that President Trump’s ad-
ministration plans to rescind 
the Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals program.

 DACA is an executive order 
established by former Presi-
dent Obama to allow certain 
undocumented immigrants 
deferred deportations, work 
permits, and the opportunity 
of college educations if they 
arrived in the U.S. as minors. 
U.S. Congress has six months 
to enact a legislative solution 
to DACA.

UI Student Government 
President Jacob Simpson 
and Vice President Lilián 
Sánchez said in a statement 
that the termination of DA-
CA will revoke the documen-
tation of almost 800,000 
people, many of them stu-
dents. Without documen-
tation, “the opportunity for 
these students to pursue 

their higher education is at 
risk.”

“We stand in solidarity with 
students who are impacted by 
the pending termination of 
DACA, and we will continue 
to advocate for the University 
of Iowa to be a safe and sup-
portive community for all stu-
dents, regardless of their doc-
umentation status,” they said.

Simpson was also one of 
four shared-governance lead-
ers — including Tejasvi Shar-
ma, the president of Gradu-
ate and Professional Student 
Government, Peter Snyder, 
the UI Faculty Senate presi-
dent, and John Laverty, the UI 
Staff Council president — to 
sign a statement emailed to 
the UI community stating the 
university’s mission is to cre-
ate a safe and inclusive cam-
pus environment.

“As students, staff, and fac-
ulty of the University of Iowa, 
we reaffirm our commitment 
to ensuring all students have 
equal opportunity to pursue 
their education in our com-
munity,” the leaders said. 
“We stand with students im-
pacted by the termination of 
DACA, and we are dedicated 

to providing them with our 
support.”

UI President Bruce Harreld 
and other administrators did 
not sign onto the statement. 

Jeneane Beck, the UI assistant 
vice president for External 
Relations, said in an email 
Harreld has previously shared 
his position on DACA by sign-
ing onto a statement from 
Pomona College in California.

“Shared governance want-
ed an opportunity to speak as 
well so crafted their own mes-
sage,” she said.

Additionally, she noted, 
Harreld signed on to a letter 
on Tuesday with American As-
sociation of Universities mem-
ber university officials urging 
Congress to act immediately 
to protect DACA participants.   

“We strongly urge congres-

sional action immediately 
so DACA participants may 
remain in the United States 
without fear of deportation 
and so they can continue to 

contribute to our society,” the 
statement said. “… They repre-
sent what is best about Amer-
ica, and as scholars and lead-
ers, they are a vital part of our 

future. Providing a perma-
nent legal solution for these 
individuals is both a moral 
imperative and a national ne-
cessity if our nation is to live 
up to the ideals we espouse.”

Beck said the UI admissions 
process will not be affected by 
the repeal of DACA. The UI 
does not ask about citizenship/
immigration status during the 
application process, nor does 
the UI “maintain information 
on undocumented students 
or students with DACA sta-
tus,” she said. Rather, students 
are admitted to Iowa’s three 
public universities governed 
by the state Board of Regents 
based on the student’s Regent 
Admission Index score.

Because the UI does not 
collect data on who is affect-
ed or how many students 
are affected, Harreld said in 
an interview with the DI on 
Tuesday, the university’s work 
largely involves letting those 
who might be affected by the 
DACA repeal know the UI is 
ready to help.  

“… Clearly, there are mem-
bers of our community who 
could well be impacted by this, 
and so part of what we’re try-
ing to do is to get out word to 
anybody who is individually 
or family or friends may be 
impacted and let us know, and 
we have a lot of different sup-
port systems here on campus,” 
he said.

Local leaders strongly support ‘Dreamers’ 
Campus leaders say they remain committed to fostering a safe and inclusive atmosphere in light of Tuesday’s news 
about Trump’s intent to end DACA.

Croc.
“He’s an oversized killing 

machine, and he wanted him 
to help kill this tumor,” Bre 
Frye, Calvin’s mother, said. 
“It helps him be able to have 
some control over the situa-
tion.”

The mask decoration start-
ed when Jana Grienke, a clinic 
administrator in the Radia-
tion Department, read an ar-
ticle about a similar program 
at a hospital in Canada.

“It really focused on one 
particular patient who had 
his mask as a superhero, and 
he talked about how he felt 
like it gave him powers to 
beat cancer,” said Grienke. “It 
was a touching article, and I 
thought, ‘Gosh, that’s so sim-
ple.’ So I brought it up in one 
of my manager meetings.”

From there, Grienke 
reached out to Weiren Liu, 
a medical student at Carver 
College of Medicine and a 
previous volunteer at the hos-
pital, to see if he was interest-

ed in painting masks for the 
program.

“He was very excited about 
it from the beginning. He 
loves making and creating 
new things.” Grienke said, 
“One girl wanted an ocean 
scene; that was cool. One kid 
wanted John Deere tractors so 
he made it into a John Deere 
tractor-like design.”

Liu has completed about 
30 to 40 personalized masks 
since he started about a year 
ago.

Chief radiation thera-
pist Dolly Chesnut said the 
masks help kids gain con-
fidence and gives them an 
opportunity to make the 
process less intimidating. 
She said that’s the “magic” to 
working with kids — giving 
kids options so they don’t 
feel like they’re being pushed 
into doing things.

“The mask is a scary piece,” 
Chesnut said. “But then we 
give them a choice. We tell 
them we have to make this 
mask, but you get to pick out 
how it’s decorated.”

Not only are the masks 
helpful for improving the kids’ 
experience, it also reduces 

the amount of anesthesia the 
therapists and doctors have 
to use.

“For radiation therapy to 
occur, they have to be willing 
to lie still so that we are aim-
ing our treatment beam accu-
rately, and the mask is one of 
things that helps accomplish 
that. Our other option is an-
esthesia,” Chesnut said. “Be-
cause radiation doesn’t hurt, 
the more that we can build 
their trust and the more we 
can decrease their anxiety, the 
less chance of having to use 
anesthesia.”

For families such as the 
Fryes, who drive back and 
forth from Iowa City every 
day for treatment, the masks 
are a small way to make their 
experience a little bit better.

“I thought it was nice of the 
hospital to offer to paint the 
mask to something the kids 
would enjoy and help them 
feel more comfortable,” Frye 
said. “It makes them be a su-
perhero while they’re blasting 
away their tumor as well. It 
was just comforting that the 
hospital would go out of their 
way to have an artist to do 
this.”

CANCER
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

surprised to find that in these 
mothers, we actually saw a de-
activation in these areas.”

These reward regions in the 
brain are critical in motivation 
and reward, which affects how 
the mother will bond to her 
child and respond to their dis-
tress or happiness.

Strathearn decided to delve 
into this area of research be-
cause of his experience of 
interacting with abused and 
neglected children during his 
pediatric training. He said it 
was evident that the children 
had very serious problems with 
their emotional and cognitive 
development, and he wanted 
to understand the causes of 
these issues.

“I really wanted to go back in 
time to the first establishment 
of this relationship between 
mothers and their babies and 
to see what went wrong,” 
Strathearn said. “If we try to 
intervene and improve this re-
lationship, we can maybe help 
things later on.”

The researchers’ next step 
is to get a better sense of why 
these differences in brain re-
actions occur and how they 
translate to a difference in be-
havior. The next stage of the 
study will involve giving moth-
ers doses of a nasal spray with 
oxytocin, a chemical involved 
in enhancing bonding and so-
cial experiences.

“We want to explore the 
option of giving oxytocin 
through nasal spray and see if 
using this low-cost correction 
could counteract or reverse 
some of these negative effects,” 
Kim said.

Additionally, Kim and Strat-
hearn seek to understand how 
previous traumas affect the 
mothers, from psychological 

disorders to their own issues 
with attachment as a child.

“When individuals 
experience multiple types of 
adverse experiences during 
childhood, it can literally 
change the brain structure,” 
said Laurie Nash, an early 
childhood specialist at Johnson 
County Empowerment. “Part 
of what we keep in mind is that 
if the moms themselves have 
experienced multiple forms 
of abuse as a child, they may 
be more prone to drug and 
alcohol abuse, and that can 
filter down from generation to 
generation.”

  Strathearn and his fellow 
researchers know that in order 

to move forward and create 
positive change in the individ-
uals’ lives, they must pinpoint 
the exact reasons that cause 
addiction on a personal level so 
that they can attempt to treat 
these issues.

“Almost universally, these 
mothers have experienced 
unresolved trauma in their 
own lives, which still have 
day-to-day effects,” Strat-
hearn said. “If we don’t un-
derstand where the addiction 
is coming from, we are going 
to be directing the treatment 
in the wrong place. It will give 
us a better understanding of 
the big picture in regards to 
drug addiction.”

‘… Clearly, there are members of our community 
who could well be impacted by this, and so part 
of what we’re trying to do is to get out word to 
anybody who is individually or family or friends 

may be impacted and let us know.’
— Bruce Harreld, UI president

NEGLECT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT



Every Friday, the 161st 
chapter of a group called 
Veterans for Peace has 
a peace vigil on the Pen-
tacrest. Although the event 
takes place almost every 
week, it may catch some-
one’s eye a little more this 
Friday. In the midst of a  
possible war with North  
Korea, tensions around war 
seem to be high. I believe that 
peace is the correct answer 
for America and its citizens.

I interviewed John 
Jadryev, a Korean War vet-
eran and member of the  
Iowa City Veterans for 
Peace chapter, and asked 

him what he thought about 
the possibility of a war with 
North Korea. He told me 
that war is not the answer.

He said, “We need to 
think about why they don’t 
trust us.” Jadryev said that 
during the Korean War, 
more than 2 million Kore-
ans, both North and South, 
died. Koreans had also 
watched the United States 
nuke Japan in World War 
II. “They have seen us bomb 
country after country,” 
Jadryev said. “Maybe they 
think if they have a nuke, 
we won’t invade them.”

To me, this began to 
make me understand both 
sides of the situation.

After talking to Jadryev, 

it became clear to me that 
it is most important for the 
United States and its citi-
zens to understand where 
North Korea is coming 
from. In no way am I say-

ing that North Korea having 
a nuclear weapon is not a 
threat. However, in order to 
solve this potential issue, we 
must think of what is really  
causing the conflict. North 
Korea clearly views us as 
a threat. They do not hate 

us because of our freedom 
but because of the way we 
do things. Since World 
War II, the United States 
has invaded country af-
ter country, most of which 

are not equipped with nu-
clear weapons. North Ko-
rea, a country still devel-
oping its nuclear-weapon 
technology, clearly feels 
threatened by the pattern.

Regardless of the cause, 
North Korea having nuclear 

technology is still seen as a 
threat. Some people believe 
that war is the best solu-
tion to this problem. The 
United States has enough 
resources and power to po-
tentially win a war, and if 
we were able to win a war 
with North Korea, we would 
eliminate the threat. How-
ever, is it truly worth it? 
War is costly. Thousands 
will die, and billions if not 
trillions will be spent. Is 
it truly worth the poten-
tial elimination of a risk?

The permanent solution 
will not come from win-
ning a war. It will come 
from getting over our 
differences, understand-
ing where each nation is  

coming from, and being 
willing to work on our rela-
tionship with North Korea.

Jadryev said numerous 
times during our interview, 
“We aren’t the good guys 
anymore.” I do not think the 
the United States is the vil-
lain by any means, but war 
should not be our first or 
even second thought when 
it comes to our relations 
with North Korea. For now, 
groups such as Veterans 
for Peace will continue to 
spread their message. Hope-
fully, this will make people 
curious — curious about 
other cultures and reasons 
behind differences. Many 
times, they are rooted deep-
er than war can ever solve.
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History warns us about North Korean conflict
COLUMN

The words “North Korea” 
have been plastered across 
world news recently with 
the nation’s constant dis-
approval of American sanc-
tions in reaction to its recent 
ballistic-missile test that 
flew over Japan. The public-
ity has seemed to do the op-
posite of raising fear, as the 
public pokes fun at this con-
stant playground fight be-
tween President Trump and 
North Korea’s Kim Jong-un.

That attitude can be 
dangerous as growing ten-
sions between these two 
countries have almost 
seemed to send the U.S. 
into a second Cold War.

The Cold War may have 
reached one of its peaks 
during the Cuban Missile 
Crisis; in 1962, U.S. intelli-
gence discovered that the 
Soviets were building me-
dium-range missile sites in 
Cuba. Later that week, Pres-
ident Kennedy went on na-
tional television to demand 
that the bases be disman-
tled and missiles removed.

Following that, the world 
seemed to quickly heat 
up as tensions boiled be-
tween the two superpow-
ers; humanity tottered on 

the brink of nuclear war.
Following Kennedy’s 

speech, the Soviets trans-
mitted a proposal for end-
ing the crisis: the missile 
sites would be removed in 
exchange for a U.S. pledge 
to not invade Cuba. How-
ever, the next day, Soviet 
leader Nikita Khrushchev 
upped the ante by public-
ly calling for the disman-
tlement of U.S. nuclear 
missile bases in Turkey.

As the Kennedy adminis-
tration worked on negoti-
ations, a U-2 spy plane was 
shot down over Cuba, and 
its pilot, Maj. Rudolf An-
derson, was killed. Knowing 
an attack could mean nu-
clear war, Kennedy forbade 
a military retaliation un-
less any more surveillance 
planes were fired upon.

On Oct. 28, six days after 
the start of the missile cri-
sis, Khrushchev announced 
his government’s intent 
to dismantle and remove 
all offensive Soviet weap-
ons in Cuba. Secretly, the 
U.S. also agreed that it 
would dismantle all U.S.-
built medium-range bal-
listic missiles, which had 
been deployed in Turkey.

Khrushchev’s request to 
remove U.S. missile bases 
in Turkey is similar, yet al-
most small in comparison 
to Kim’s demand for a U.S. 
military-free South Korea. 
In late August, South Kore-
an and U.S. militaries be-
gan a joint training week.

The annual joint ex-
ercises, named Ulchi- 

Freedom Guardian, came 
at a time when both Wash-
ington and Pyongyang are 
on heightened alert, rais-
ing the specter of a mishap 
or overreaction to these 
exercises. While they are 
annual, this year, North 
Korea saw them as a threat.

This could be the cause 
of North Korea’s recent 
ballistic-missile test over 
Japan; the North Kore-
an test was done during 

the same time as Ulchi- 
Freedom Guardian, which 
listed from Aug. 21-31.

While a US soldier has 
not been killed, a ballistic- 
missile test can and 
should be seen as a direct 
threat to not only Ameri-
can safety but the safety 
of the world. The North 
Korean government has 
reached out numerous 
times for compromise.

In June, North  

Korean diplomat Kye 
Chun Yong said during an  
interview on India’s TV net-
work WION, “Under cer-
tain circumstances, we are  
willing to talk in terms of 
the freezing of nuclear test-
ing and missile testing.”

However, Trump and 
his administration have 
shown no signs of wanting 
to discuss anything with 
the North Korean govern-
ment. On Aug. 30, Trump 

tweeted, “The U.S. has been 
talking to North Korea, 
and paying them extor-
tion money, for 25 years. 
Talking is not the answer!”

That these two are at 
arms with each other  
without actually attacking 
one another states the ob-
vious. As this playground 
fight of dominance builds 
between Trump and Kim, 
the world plunges further 
into its second Cold War.
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Undated photo from North Korean News Agency shows North Korean leader Kim Jong-un visiting a Korean People’s Army unit in an undisclosed location, 
North Korea. Photo released August 2017. 
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lucee-laursen@uiowa.edu

With Stephen King’s  
newest movie adaptation, 
IT, headed for release in the-
aters Friday, questions are 
being raised about the hor-
ror genre as a whole. While 
critiques of the newest ad-
aptation haven’t been re-
leased yet, critics on Rotten 

Tomatoes are split nearly 50-
50 on the 1990’s film; some 
either loved or loathed IT.

The same could be said 
about horror movies in gen-
eral; they are either loved or 
despised. Why? Why do some 
people love the sensation of 
being scared? Is it the goose 
bumps? The hair standing 
up on the back of necks? 
Or just the horror-mov-
ie experience overall?

It all comes down to the 
experience and what’s in 
it. An article in the journal 
Cultural Studies from Tay-
lor & Francis said horror 
movies are appealing be-
cause of the monster-filled  

scenarios they put us in. 
These monsters are dis-
gusting, odd, and unlike 
anything we know, and 
that’s why we enjoy them. 
We love them for their 
thrills and their antago-
nists. They intrigue us as 
spectators. Overall, the 
horror-movie experience 
is one to remember, all be-
cause it throws us into a 
reality filled with monsters, 
ghosts, and scenarios that 
are beyond our own. It pro-
vides us with a challenge to 
overcome and new charac-
ters that we can see those 
challenges through. Hor-
ror movies are different, 

and people like it that way.
But what about the mov-

iegoers who can’t stand the 
sight of demons, monsters, 
psychopathic killers, and 
maniac clowns? The people 
who sweat at the sight of 
a long, dark hallway? The 
people who won’t take a sin-
gle step closer to a haunted 
house or corn maze? They’re 
afraid because those mov-
ies play upon their greatest 
fears. People who were ter-
rified of the dark would go 
nowhere near Lights Out. If 
kids grew up hating clowns, 
then those people will most 
likely not go watch IT. If 
moviegoers hate certain 

horror films because they 
prey on their greatest fears, 
then they usually assume 
that every horror movie will 
be like that. That is not the 
case. There’s something 
out there for everyone.

I hated horror movies for 
a good majority of my life. I 
hated Halloween because of 
how scary it was to me—the 
haunted houses, corn maz-
es, scary movies, all of it, 
but then I actually sat down 
and watched a horror film 
that intrigued me. I saw 
Don’t Breathe, a movie that 
had no ghosts, demons, or 
mythical monsters. It was 
a simple man vs. man story 

line, and I loved it. Then I 
figured it out: I hated horror 
movies that had anything to 
do with the unknown, be-
cause that’s what scared me.

There are horror movies 
out there for everyone. These 
movies were made to put the 
viewers through a challenge 
that they would most likely 
never face in their lifetimes, 
and that’s captivating to 
them. Horror movies aren’t 
all about the scaring; they’re 
about providing us with 
something unique that other 
movie genres cannot. How to 
start enjoying horror films? 
Try something new and 
find one that works for you.

Horror movies don’t deserve their bad reputation

‘We need to think about why  
they don’t trust us.’ — John Jadryev,  

North Korean War Veteran and member of 
Iowa City Veterans for Peace Chapter

TRAVIS COLTRAIN
travis-coltrain@uiowa.edu

We are not considered the ‘good guys’ anymore

RONNIE SORENSEN
ronnie-sorensen@uiowa.edu



freshman.
“Whoever comes in, you 

have to be able to carry the 
load.” Jackson said. “I think 
he’ll do a great part.”

With all things consid-
ered this seemed to be 
against what head coach 
Kirk Ferentz is normally in-
clined to do. Ferentz, who 
is less than ecstatic to play 
freshmen, was backed into a 
corner with Rugamba’s sus-

pension. 
“We have had several 

freshmen do a good job,” 
Kirk said. “He is grabbing 
onto what we want to do 
systematically.”

When the dice were fi-
nally rolled, the Hawkeyes 
came out and stifled the 
high-caliber quarterback, 
even making Allen look 
slightly hopeless. When 
Hankins did play he wasn’t 
an issue, and this had to do 
less with his play and more 
with the dominance of the 
other portions of the sec-
ondary.

Jackson and starting safe-
ty Jake Gervase were the 
leaders who stepped up and 
made sure the secondary 
didn’t miss a step. 

Gervase showcased this 
early on. It was third down 
and Allen was looking to 
find something that could 
jumpstart the passing 
game. Allen escaped an al-
most-sack and rolled out to 
his right, eyeballing a wide-
open pass catcher along the 
right sideline. With his NFL 
arm, Allen heaved the ball 
his way. However, coming 
from across the planet, Ger-

vase dove to break up the 
pass. It stunted any chance 
Allen had to start out the 
game hot.

There was also Jackson’s 
mid-game interception and 
return that brick-walled a 
nice looking drive by the 
Wyoming offense.

All of these factors added 
up to a lackluster Allen stat-
line: 23 or 40 passing com-
pletions, 174 yards, 0 touch-
downs, 2 interceptions. 
This resulted in the second 
lowest quarterback rating 
of Allen’s career. In a game 
where Iowa injuries and 

suspensions should have 
made this a scary outing, 
the inexperienced second-
ary held strong. 

“I think Hankins did re-
ally good,” Jackson said. “I 
think he is really advanced 
for a freshman.”
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“This is my 20th year 
of collegiate coaching, so 
with that comes experi-
ence, maybe a little bit of 
wisdom,” he said. “People 
get fascinated with the idea 
of culture, and certainly 
we’ve impacted that in our 
program as well, but we’ve 
really had to start from the 
ground and start building 
just volleyball.”

His “True Mental Tough-
ness” culture in the pro-
gram has helped his players 
build both personal charac-
ter and the volleyball skills 
and techniques that help 
form a team’s identity.

“I think all those things 
are starting to come to-
gether now, and that’s why 
we’re seeing more victo-
ries,” Shymansky said.

He has been a lifelong 
Hawkeye fan, coming out 
to support different teams 
in Carver-Hawkeye since 
he was a little kid.

He got his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from Io-
wa, and as an undergradu-
ate, he played for the men’s 
club volleyball team.

“Learning the ‘Fight 
Song’ and all of those 
things, it translates and it 
gets into your blood,” Shy-
mansky said. “I’ve just al-
ways been a Hawkeye, and 
so that phrase is really true: 
‘Once a Hawkeye, always 
a Hawkeye.’ Now, I get to 
wear the Tigerhawk on my 
chest proudly every day, 
and it’s really a lot of fun.”

Holding such an major 
role in a major Iowa squad 
is a dream come true for 
Shymansky, but he keeps 
his focus on bigger feats 
that his team could achieve.

“I tell my team one of the 
best walks in my day would 
be to walk through that tun-
nel onto that championship 
court in Carver,” Shyman-
sky said. “It’s just really a 
unique moment, a special 
moment that I never would 
have dreamed that I’d be 
here doing it. But now that 
I am, I just keep my head 
down and keep working re-
ally hard to make sure that 
that dream of our program 
becoming nationally suc-
cessful, that that dream be-
comes a reality.”

As a coach, he brings out 
both focus and intensity in 
his team. His coaching style 
motivates the players to 

work their hardest for the 
betterment of the team, so 
they can reach their goals.

“He’s just very passionate 
about the game and very in-
tense about it,” senior libero 
Annika Olsen said. “His in-
tensity brings out the inten-
sity in us and allows us to 
be willing to put in the hard 
work and know it’s not go-
ing to be easy. But we’re de-
termined to be successful.”

Off the court, he has 
shown a softer side with his 
players. He makes it known 
that they’re not only volley-
ball players and makes him-
self available to talk about 
schoolwork or any other 
aspect of their lives.

The Iowa volleyball 
team’s personality is noth-
ing short of silly and sassy, 
which Shymansky doesn’t 
miss out on.

“He’s also started join-
ing in on the joking,” se-
nior middle blocker Kelsey 
O’Neill said. “He’ll make 
little comments here and 
there to be sarcastic and 
sassy. I think we’re rubbing 
off on him. He also brings 
the serious moments when 
we need them, but he has 
that fun aspect that now 
he’s starting to bring out, 
and it’s really fun to see.”

V-BALL
CONTINUED FROM 6A

BY JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

On Aug. 27, the soccer 
Hawkeyes wrapped up a week-
end in which they only man-
aged 1 goal in two games, driv-
ing them to spend the next week 
focusing mostly on offense.

It was a strategy that paid off 
in their next game on Aug. 31 
— they scored a school-record 
with 8 goals.

Leading the way for Iowa 
was sophomore forward Devin 
Burns, who scored 3 goals in 
fewer than 15 minutes; Burns 
only had 3 goals all of last sea-
son.

Next up for Iowa was a tough 
Cal-Santa Barbara team, and 
once again the Hawkeye hero 
in that one was the Green Oaks, 
Illinois, native.

Burns scored 2 goals against 
Santa Barbara, which gave Io-
wa a 2-0 victory. She credits her 
scoring outburst to the extra 
offensive work her team did the 
week before.

“We did a lot more of offen-
sive stuff in practice,” she said. 
“For about 30 minutes at the 
end of a couple practices, we did 
shooting on goals. That really 
helped me get my feet under-
neath myself.”

The Big Ten took notice of 
Burns’ performance and award-
ed her with her first Co-Offen-
sive Player of the Week (with 
Wisconsin sophomore forward 
Dani Rhodes).

“[The honor] feels great,” 
Burns said. “All the work the 
whole team and I put in helped 
me achieve that goal. It’s a really 
good achievement.”

Iowa head coach Dave DiI-
anni was also impressed with 
Burns’ play on the pitch this 
past weekend.

“I think she’s feeling good 
as a forward,” he said. “I think 
mentally and physically, she’s in 
a good place, and I think when 
you’re in that place as a forward 
in particular, you won’t let up. 
And you’re seeing that with 
Devin. Some of that is her fin-
ishing in the box, some of that 
is we’re finding her in areas that 
are allowing her to be success-
ful, and she’s being rewarded 
for that.”

Burns’ big weekend came 
after she went the first three 
games of the season without a 
goal.

Her first goal of the season 
also ended a two-game period 
in which the Hawkeyes failed 
to score a goal in regulation 
and helped rally her team out of 

their offensive funk.
“It was so exciting,” Olivia 

Fiegel said about seeing Burns’ 
first goal of the season. “I think 
Devin going in and getting 
those goals, I think it was really 
good for the team and the for-
ward line.”

The Hawkeyes hope that 
Burns can continue to score 
goals this next week, but more 
importantly, they hope Burns 
and the rest of the Hawkeyes 
find ways to score in conference 
play.

Last year, the Hawkeyes 

managed just 4 goals in con-
ference play, getting shut out 
in eight of their 11 matches last 
year.

This week will be Iowa’s last 
two nonconference games be-
fore they begin their conference 
slate Sept. 15 against Nebraska.

 They will play host to Mon-
tana  at 7 p.m. Friday at the Iowa 
Soccer Complex. Iowa will also 
honor its seniors before Friday’s 
game.Then the Hawkeyes will 
take on Loyola at 1 p.m. Sept. 10. 
The game will also take place at 
the Soccer Complex.

Red-hot Burns sparks soccer  with five goals

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 6A

“We look a lot at the char-
acter of the prospect. In or-
der to fit into the culture of 
this team, which I think is as 
good, if not better than any 
in the country, I think we 
have a phenomenal group 
of people on this team. They 
get along incredibly, and 
[we want] someone that 
will fit into that and take 
it beyond where it is now,” 
Carter said. “Physically, 
they could be coming from 
a variety of different sports. 
More important than that, 
though, is the character of 
the person.”

Rowing thrives in finding 
“talent-transfer” athletes. 
This means that individu-
als with sports backgrounds 
can often easily transfer 
their skills to another sport. 
Carter looks for “coachable” 
athletes with a “relentless 
work ethic,” according to 
the Iowa women’s rowing 
website.

Izzy Bowman, a new 
freshman on the team, 

played soccer and ran track 
and cross-country in high 
school. Rowing provided 
her with the opportunity to 
continue her athletic career.

“I was recruited because I 
was athletic in high school,” 
she said. “I really like the 
team. It’s great to be a part 
of something that’s individ-
ual but you have to depend 
so much on that.”

Half of the U.S. Olym-
pic rowing team at Rio 
were “talent-transfer” ath-
letes, Carter said. Faith 
Wieland, a junior from 
Normal, Illinois, ran track 
and cross-country compet-
itively in high school. After 
successful freshman and 
sophomore campaigns in 
high school, Wieland expe-
rienced a slew of injuries.

“I was a runner in high 
school, a long-distance run-
ner, and I was meant to run 
at another university, but 
a few injuries progressed, 
and I ended up going on 
other visits to take my mind 
off of things,” Wieland said. 
“When I went to look at oth-
er schools and I looked at 
Iowa, and the same exact 
weekend there was a ‘learn 

to row’ clinic, and the coach-
es snagged me there. They 
told me that I should really 
get involved with this and 
that it was a great oppor-
tunity to switch sports and 
stay a collegiate athlete.”

That opportunity provid-
ed Wieland with a “team en-
vironment.”

“My favorite part is 
the team environment,” 
Wieland said. “As a runner 
you have your team, but 
you are individually judged. 
But with rowing everything 
revolves around the team. 
If we don’t stick together 
everything falls apart. It’s a 
really cool motivational fac-
tor.”

Rowing is unique in that 
there are no playmakers.

“It’s a very technical sport 
and one where people will 
work their entire lives up 
until they’re masters,” Car-
ter said. “I really like the 
team nature of it. It doesn’t 
really have a place for su-
perstars. Everyone is very 
much anonymous, and I 
think there are some great 
lessons we can teach people 
about giving themselves to a 
greater cause.” 

ROWING
CONTINUED FROM 6A

Paxton Corey/The Daily Iowan
Devin Burns dribbles down the wing against Shannon Hendricks of Notre Dame at the Iowa Soccer Complex on Aug. 27. The Hawkeyes lost, 2-0, to the 
Fighting Irish. 



BY JAMES GEERDES
james-geerdes@uiowa.edu

College rowing is unlike most Divi-
sion-1 athletics. Potential recruits don’t 
get scouted because of their rowing capa-
bilities but rather, their athleticism. Iowa 
rowing thrives on these athletes.

Hawkeye rowing experienced its most 
successful season under head coach An-
drew Carter last spring. A trip to the 

NCAA Championship 
in West Windsor, New 
Jersey, in May is fueling 
the Iowa rowers this fall. 
Their goal: to improve.

“I’ve seen kind of a lit-
tle bit of switch in know-
ing what we can do and 
pushing our limits. We 

didn’t really dream big,” junior Rachel 
Canon said. “Last year, we decided to 
dream big and put all of our effort into 
each practice and just dream big.”

Iowa’s Class of 2021 provides Carter 
and his team with new athletes to achieve 
their goal. The sport has drawn around 60 
people to try out on top of the recruits, 
Carter said.

Iowa has two 
consecutive 
wins over 
Iowa State. In 
those games, 
the Hawkeyes 
have outscored 
the Cyclones, 
73-20. 

Cy-Hawk Series Update
 

Even though the football 
game isn’t until Saturday, the 
Cy-Hawk series is in full effect.
It started at the end of August, 
when Iowa got off to an un-
defeated start by beating the 
Cyclones in women’s soccer, 
1-0.

It took overtime to 
determine a winner, but the 
Hawkeyes came out on top 
when Olivia Fiegel put a 
shot into the net. Iowa State 
stormed back, though, beating 
Iowa in men’s and women’s 
cross-country.
Almost every victory in a sport 
is 2 points for the winning 
team; football is worth 3.
Since the competition’s in-
ception in 2004, both schools 
are tied with six series wins 
apiece.

However, last year was 
kind to the Hawkeyes; Iowa 
won nine events and took the 
series by a score of 20-7.
 
Depth Chart Change

After Boone Myers missed 
Week 1 with an injury, redshirt 
freshman Alaric Jackson 
moved ahead of Myers on the 
depth chart at left tackle.
Even though Jackson’s name 
is now above Myers’, Iowa 
head coach Kirk Ferentz said 
Myers will continue to see 
time at both tackle and guard.

Ferentz was also happy with 
Jackson’s time in the game. He 
compared the situation to that 
of Riley Reiff when he stepped 
in for the injured Bryan 
Bulaga, gaining experience 
and skill.

“Alaric has done a really 
nice job, so we're pleased with 
his growth and development,” 
Ferentz said. “The good thing 
about having guys injured, I 
guess is hopefully you develop 
some guys that get some 
depth and experience.”

BY ANNA KAYSER
anna-kayser@uiowa.edu

Last week, Iowa volleyball head coach 
Bond Shymansky received a contract ex-
tension, which will keep his “True Mental 
Toughness” culture in the program through 
the year 2022.

Since being named the head coach in 2014, 
the program has steadily improved.

Last season, Shymansky led the team to 
its best season in the millennium, finishing 
with a 19-13 record.

BY CARTER MELROSE
carter-melrose@uiowa.edu

A good quarterback licks his chops for 
two main things: a stack of freshly smoked 
baby-back ribs and freshman cornerbacks 
without any college-level experience. This is 
the scene that was set Sept. 2 at Kinnick. Io-
wa freshman cornerback, Matt Hankins was 

thrust into the starting nickel spot, being op-
posed by Wyoming quarterback phenomenon, 
Josh Allen. 

This narrative was being constructed for one 
main reason: Manny Rugamba, an Iowa start-
ing cornerback was suspended for the entire 
Wyoming game. 

“Manny has done a great job. He has taken 
this as a challenge to be a leader, be on the 

scout team, and help our offense out for the 
first game.” Phil Parker, Iowa defensive coor-
dinator, said. 

This development forced all the corners 
on the roster up one spot, essentially making 
Hankins a starter. Before the game, Josh Jack-
son didn’t seem too worried about the true 

SEE V-BALL, 5A SEE ROWING, 5A
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Firing the passion 
on the V-ball court

Rowing 
recruits test 
the watersHead coach Bond Shymansky brings his experience and love for 

the Hawkeyes to the Iowa volleyball culture.
Iowa’s rowing team is 
suiting up for its upcoming 
season, while its new recruits 
are just testing the waters

When Manny Rugamba was suspended before Iowa’s opening game versus Wyoming, the secondary 
was set up to be a cluster of inexperience. And with NFL caliber quarterback Josh Allen coming to 

town, the dark cloud seemed even more daunting. 

Iowa players celebrate after beating Wyoming in Kinnick on Sept. 2. The Hawkeyes vanquished the Cowboys by a score of 24-3.

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Iowa head coach Bond Shymansky speaks with members of the media during volleyball media day in Carver-Hawkeye on 
Aug. 18. Shymansky has received a contract extension from the university that will keep him here through 2022. 

Canon

“I’m normally a flexible person, 
but I’m starting to get older… I 
think [yoga] helps me a little bit. 

Plus it’s three 
credit hours.

– Iowa 
kicker 
Miguel 
Recinos, 
22, on his 

yoga routine. 

STAT OF THE DAY

Iowa volleyball coach 
Bond Shymansky has a 
career record of 335-160 
in 15 years, good for 
a winning percentage 
of .667. After earning 
a contract extension, Shy-
mansky is set to be the 
Hawkeye coach through 
the 2022 season. 

HAWKEYE UPDATES

Recinos

QUOTE OF THE DAY

2 days

 "

in 15 
years

SEE FOOTBALL, 5A



Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.
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The weekend in arts & entertainment

IN A MIST

Thousands of people can look at a piece of art, and 
each have a different perception over what the piece 
means. Often, art can be subjected to arguments over 
how it came to exist and why it should remain signifi-
cant. With this in mind, people can also take an alterna-
tive perception toward different individuals.

On Friday night, Riverside Theater will invite its au-
diences down into the poor parts of Bakersfield, Califor-
nia, to investigate a painting, simultaneously present-
ing its first play of the 2017-18 season, Bakersfield Mist.

Based on true events, Bakersfield Mist tells the story 
of a crude, foul-mouthed ex-bartender named Maude 
Gutman who collects old art in her spare time. After al-
most trashing a painting she found at a thrift store, she 
comes to the conclusion it was created by legendary art-
ist Jackson Pollock.

To prove the painting’s validity, world-renowned art 
dealer Lionel Percy travels from New York to her bro-
ken-down trailer to investigate the piece. When Lionel 
steps into Maude’s home, decorated with cheap thrift-
store items and empty alcohol bottles, the setting al-
most seems foreign to his upper-class lifestyle.

As the two go through the process of figuring out the 
painting’s authenticity, Maude and Lionel break down 
each other’s barriers with each shot of alcohol, revealing 
their deep struggles and their perspectives of art.

The comedy-drama was written by playwright Ste-
phen Sachs and published in 2014. In the wake of the 
show’s success, Sachs won the Elliot Norton Award for 

Best New Play the following year.
As F. Kathleen Foley wrote in a review for the Los An-

geles Times: “It’s exhilarating in the extreme when a play 
strikes rich on every conceivable level. Such is the case 
with Stephen Sachs’ Bakersfield Mist. A wry two-hander 
that handles highbrow artistic issues while zinging in 
plenty of uproarious one-liners. A perfect marriage of 
emotion and ideas that is rare indeed.”

In the Riverside production, the show was directed 
by artistic director Sean Lewis, who picked this play be-
cause of its comedic nature.

“I felt like starting the season off with something fun-
ny with some real-world things around it,” he said. “It’s 
a comedy about class issues and who we acknowledge 
as an expert because of their background and who do 
we ignore.”

Kristy Hartsgrove Mooers and Tim Budd play the 
dynamic duo Maude and Lionel, with their characters 
springing to life through their energetic performances.

When delving into her character, Mooers said, she 
found Maude to be reminiscent of some people she has 
known.

“There are some people you meet who are extremely 
smart, but they just a huge problem with authority, or 
they’re just a little off-filter, that they can’t hold a job, 
and they end up not functioning in the real world,” she 
said.

Mooers believes Maude is “off-filter” is because she is brilliant.
“The way she tries to catch Lionel in his own argu-

ment, I’m like, ‘You’re like a lawyer,’ ” she said. “She has 
such a problem with authority, and she’s such a wild 
woman that she doesn’t get taken seriously.”

Budd, however, needed to take some time to under-
stand Lionel’s background while simultaneously taking 
up a grandiose persona.

“In the rehearsal process, it was just a matter of fig-
uring out how uptight he was,” he said. “I was trying to 
imagine coming from his rarified world in the New York 
art scene, being a university professor at Princeton and 
coming to a place like this to look at a major piece of 
art. Sean encouraged us to be a little bit larger than life 
and accentuate the manners and characteristics of these 
people.”

Although he developed a more light-hearted piece, 
Lewis noted that directing a comedy could often be no 
laughing matter.

“Comedies are hard to find, to be honest,” he said. 
“When you do find one, it definitely makes you think 
a little bit harder if you’re going to do it. They’re more 
painful to direct because you know when you’re failing.”

For Lewis, the biggest key is knowing when the jokes 
are falling flat.

“If it’s not funny, you’re pretty aware that this is not 
working out well,” he said. “I think there’s a level of 
rhythm and timing that may demand a little bit more. 
It’s hard to be very realistic the whole time while try-
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SEE BAKERSFIELD, 3B

Bakersfield Mist comes is the story of an ex-bartender, a Princeton 
professor, and a Jackson Pollock painting.

         BY SARAH STORTZ | sarah-stortz@uiowa.com
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WEEKEND EVENTS
  TODAY 9.7

  FRIDAY 9.8

SATURDAY 9.9

FILM
• LOST IN PARIS, 1:30, 4, 6:30 & 8:30 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• PATTI CAKE$, 6:45 & 9 P.M., FILMSCENE
• THE BIG SICK, 8 & 11 P.M., 348 IMU
• GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY PART 2, 8 & 11 
P.M.,  IMU
• RAIN THE COLOR BLUE WITH A LITTLE RED IN 
IT, 11 P.M., FILMSCENE

Based on the best-selling novel by Vince Flynn, American Assassin is an action thriller starring Dylan 
O’Brien and Shaun Keaton. When Mitch Rapp loses his parents in a car accident and his girlfriend to a 
terrorist attack on a beach, Cold War veteran Stan Hurley takes Rapp on as a CIA black-ops recruit. Rapp 
seeks revenge on the terrorists who killed his girlfriend, but one mission reveals a task that is far more 
important than revenge: saving the world.

Mother is a psychological horror film starring Jennifer Lawrence. The film had its première at the Venice 
International Film Festival, where it competed for the Golden Lion (the top film prize awarded at the festival). 
A young woman (Lawrence) enjoys a peaceful life with her husband (Javier Bardem) until a mysterious couple 
moves in and begins to torment them. As a result, their remote country home turns into a new kind of cinematic 
nightmare.

Man in Red Bandana tells the story of Welles Crowther, a 9/11 hero who was killed in the lobby of the South 
Tower while it collapsed. He stayed behind and only became known eight months later due to a red bandana. The 
film traces how the public came to know this man, as well as his most heroic hour as he sought to rescue people 
from the upper floors of the South Tower. The man has became a folklore legend, and has had songs, artwork, and 
even baboes named after him. 

The film is the debut effort of writer and director Matthew Weiss. He was inspired to work on this story after 
speaking with Crowther’s father, who gave his permission of his son’s story to be told. Chad A. Verdi and Joshua 
Sason are signed on as producers. Gwyneth Paltrow is set to narrate, with Michelle Verdi exec-producing and Lyle 
Lovett performing an original song.

— by Joshua Balicki 

AMERICAN ASSASSIN

MOTHER

MAN IN RED BANDANA

FILM

• CLUSTERPLUCK & HIGH WATER 
MARK, 8 P.M., YACHT CLUB, 13 S. LINN
• NATE D. & ADAM JENSEN, 10 P.M., 
GABE’S, 330 E. WASHINGTON

• CATFISH KEITH, 8 P.M., MILL, 120 E. 
BURLINGTON
• HEARTLAND BOMBSHELLS, 8 P.M., 
BLUE MOOSE, 211 IOWA
• GLASS FEMUR, 9 P.M., YACHT CLUB
• SOULSHAKE, 10 P.M., GABE’S

FILM
• PATTI CAKE$, 4:15, 6:45, 9  P.M., FILM SCENE
• LOST IN PARIS, 1:30, 4, 6:30, 8:30 P.M., FILM 
SCENE 
• GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY 2, 8, 11 P.M., 
IOWA MEMORIAL UNION-IOWA THEATRE
• THE BIG SICK, 8, 11 P.M., IMU-BIG TEN 
THEATRE
• THEY LIVE, 11 P.M., FILM SCENE

THE MURDER OF ROGER ACKROYD, BY AGATHA CHRISTIE 

MUSIC
• DAVIS BROOKS AND FRANK FELICE, 
7:30 P.M., VOXMAN
• MAC LETHAL, 8 P.M., BLUE MOOSE TAP 
HOUSE

SUNDAY 9.10

Doerr’s 2014 Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, All the Light We Cannot See 
is set in occupied France during World War II and centers on a blind 
French girl and a German boy whose paths eventually cross while 
both try to survive the devastation of the war.

Critics took note of Doerr’s use of gorgeous metaphors and 
exquisite details, and as of August 2016, the novel had spent 118 
weeks on the New York Times Best Seller list for hardcover fiction and 
was named by the Times as one of its 10 best books of the year.

— by Lily Goodman

MUSIC

MUSIC

• PATTI CAKE$, 3:30, 6, & 8:30 P.M., • 
FILMSCENE, 118 E. COLLEGE
• , 5:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• BRIGSBY BEAR, 7:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• HUMAN RIGHTS CENTER FILM,
• SHAKESPEARE BEHIND BARS, 7:30 P.M., 
VOXMAN RECITAL HALL
• GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY PART 2, 8 & 
11 P.M., 166 IMU
• THE BIG SICK, 8 & 11 P.M., 348 IMU

One of Christie’s best known and most controversial novels, The 
Murder of Roger Ackroyd follows the author’s recurring protagonist, 
detective Hercule Poirot, as he unravels the mystery of his friend 
Roger Ackroyd’s murder.

Hoping to clear Ackroyd’s stepson of the crime, Poirot goes to great 
lengths to uncover the truth. Met with critical acclaim upon its 1926 
publication, in 2013, the British Crime Writers’ Association voted The 
Murder of Roger Ackroyd to be the best crime novel ever written and 
one of the most influential.

ALL THE LIGHT WE CANNOT SEE, BY ANTHONY DOERR 

THE MANHATTAN
2 PARTS WHISKEY, 1 PART VERMOUTH, DASH OF BITTERS, GARNISH

The Manhattan is a whiskey/vermouth/bitters concoction with a vague history that emerges from the 
mid- to late-19th century. Like many cocktails, the origin of the Manhattan is shrouded with myth. The 
most popular story of its creation involves Winston Churchill’s mother, Lady Randolph, and the 1874 New 
York gubenatorial election.  According to legend, Lady Randolph Churchill was hosting a party at the 
Manhattan Club for the Democratic candidate Samuel J. Tilden shortly before the election, and a man by 
the name of Iain Marshall began whipping up these cocktails for the other guests, all of whom loved it 
and began ordering “Manhattans” all over town. 

This particular story is somewhat implausible given that Lady Randolph was roughly eight months 
pregnant with the future prime minister at the time … and in England.

The Manhattan is a varied and versatile cocktail.  Order one from two different establishments, and 
you’ll most likely end up with two different drinks. Many of the old recipes for Manhattans use rye 
whiskey, which was more prevalent than it is today. If you want something dry and spicy, you could add 
dry vermouth, orange bitters, and a lemon twist for your garnish. During the dark days of Prohibition, 
Canadian whisky became the base of choice for obvious reasons. For something smooth and mellow, 
throw in equal parts sweet and dry vermouth, a dash of chocolate bitters, and a maraschino cherry. My 
go-to is bourbon, sweet vermouth, aromatic bitters, and a maraschino cherry for a sweet, fruity, and floral 
Manhattan. For something smokey, use Scotch whisky, and you’ve made yourself a Rob Roy.  You don’t 
even need to stick with whiskey.  People will try to make a Manhattan out of anything aged in oak.

Brandy Manhattans are apparently all the rage in Wisconsin and Minnesota. Tequila Manhattans are a 
thing, too. I’d recommend a reposado or anejo, as those are aged in oak barrels, whereas blanco, plata, or silver is unaged, like moonshine.

Combine whiskey, vermouth, and bitters in a mixing glass or cocktail shaker with ice. Mix or shake for roughly five seconds.  Strain and pour neat into a chilled 
glass of your choice … usually a martini or rocks glass.  Garnish and enjoy.  Cheers.

Product list:
Old Forester Signature Bourbon $20.99, Cocchi Rosa $18.99, Angostura Aromatic Bitters $9.99, Luxardo Maraschino Cherries $22.99

WORDS

WORDS

•  KJ SANCHEZ 5:30 P.M., HANCHER
•  “LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS,” CAMILLE 
DUNGY, 7 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS, 15 S. 
DUBUQUE

• “LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS”  DANIEL 
KARPOWITZ,  7 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS

FILM
• LOST IN PARIS, 1:30, 4, 6:30, & 8:30 P.M., FILM 
SCENE
• PATTI CAKE$, 4:15, 6:45 & 9  P.M., FILM SCENE

THEATER

THEATER

DANCE

• DIS/UNITY: A SERVICE, 7:30 P.M., 
ENGLERT, 221 E. WASHINGTON

• DIS/UNITY: A SERVICE, 5:30 P.M., 
ENGLERT
• BAKERSFIELD MIST, 7:30 P.M., 
RIVERSIDE THEATER, 213 N. GILBERT

• SILENT NEON DANCE PARTY, 10 P.M., IMU SECOND-FLOOR BALLROOM

MUSIC
• SATURDAY NIGHT CONCERT, 7 P.M., 
UPTOWN BILL’S, 730 S. DUBUQUE
• LUNATIX ON POGOSTIX, 9 P.M., 
YACHT CLUB
• 6 ODD RATS, 9 P.M., GABE’S

WORDS
• IWP READING, 4 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS

WORDS
• “LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS,” FRANK 
MEEINK, 7 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS

MISCELLANEOUS

THEATER

THEATER

MISCELLANEOUS

• OUTDOOR YOGA, 10 A.M., BLACK HAWK MINI 
PARK
• SUNDAY DRINK SPECIALS,11 A.M., BLUE 
MOOSE TAP HOUSE
• PEACE PRAYERS, 1:30 P.M., IOWA CITY PUBLIC 
LIBRARY
• BSU CHILL OUT GRILL OUT, 4 P.M., HUBBARD 

PARK
• PUB QUIZ, 9 P.M., MILL

• BAKERSFIELD MIST, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE 
THEATRE
• DIS/UNITY: A SERVICE, 7:30 P.M., 
ENGLERT THEATRE
• CAVEMAN PLAY, 8 P.M., PUBLIC SPACE 
ONE, 120 N. DUBUQUE 

• BAKERSFIELD MIST, 2 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATRE

•BIKE CHECKUP, 2 P.M., PENTACREST NEAR JESSUP

DI

DI

DRINK OF THE WEEK

OPENING MOVIES

LIT PICKS

BROUGHT 
TO YOU BY:

DOWNTOWN BOYS

NEON PARTY

PATTI CAKE$



ing to make them larger and 
outside of themselves.”

Lewis noted that the 
structure for Bakersfield Mist 
could also become over-
whelming for the small cast.

“It’s two actors for 90 
minutes, and there are no 
scene breaks; it’s just one 
long scene,” he said. “I don’t 
think I’ve ever directed a 
play where there’s no scene 
break or no transition.”

Lewis is pleased with how 
the two actors adapted the 
script, feeling both actors 
doing a substantial job in 
bringing their characters to 
the stage.

“There’s been a lot of 
things that surprised me 
when we read it; I didn’t re-
alize how fun or exciting it 
could be when you actually 
had the actors moving in 
space,” Lewis said. “[Moo-
ers] is really kind of fearless. 
She has no problem making 
a fool of herself which I 
think really great actors are 
really good at. Tim is just 
so smart, it’s like having 
another dramaturge in the 
room. Seeing those balances 
have been really great.”

In the span of a few feet, 
audience members sitting 
in Riverside can feel like 
they’re right inside Maude’s 
home witnessing her quar-
rels with Lionel.

“The intimacy is going to 
be great. We’re so close, and 
we’ve been working a lot to 
bring our sets closer to the 

audience,” Lewis said. “I love 
when I go to a Chicago the-
ater; actors can be right there. 
It’s kind of like a crazy Sam 
Shepard play set in this trail-
er. It has a wildness that I re-
ally like about it. I hope people 
leave kind of energized.”

Budd said the spirited 
tone of the play can appeal 
to many Iowa City residents 
who aren’t so familiar with 
theater.

“It’s a pretty entertaining 
show, especially for some-
one who’s being introduced 
to theater for the first time,” 
he said. “There’s obviously 
an Iowa connection, be-

cause they had the famous 
Pollock mural here for ma-
ny years. It’s a good intro-
duction to what the cultural 
scene is here.”
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BY LILY GOODMAN
lily-goodman@uiowa.edu

Americans have heard a 
lot recently about the various 
hate groups around the United 
States, and whether they label 
themselves as neo-Nazis, white 
supremacists, or skinheads, one 
thing is certain: they are hate 
groups.

Innocent people have been 
killed, and many people live in 
fear simply because their skin 
color or their religion might 
make them a target for violence 
by these groups. Frank Meeink, 
a former white supremacist 
skinhead gang member from 
Philadelphia asked himself one 
question: when, and how, will 
this end?

Meeink, a well-known 
neo-Nazi leader and recruiter in 
the east in the 1990s, now speaks 
out against the things he used to 
preach. At 7 p.m. Friday, the re-
formed white supremacist will 
read from his autobiography, 
aptly titled, Autobiography of a 
Recovering Skinhead: The Frank 
Meeink Story,  at Prairie Lights, 15 
S. Dubuque St.

For Meeink, one thing that 
altered his mind was interact-
ing with the world around him 
through a different lens.

“What changed for me was 
when I actually sat down and 
talked with the people that I 

thought I hated,” he said. “Be-
cause once I realized we actually 
had some things in common, 
that changed my entire mindset.”

Meeink did not have an easy 
upbringing in South Philadel-
phia, often passed from guard-
ian to guardian.

“I had a stepfather who was 
abusive, and he sent me to go 
live with my dad, who was a 
drug addict and [an] alcoholic,” 
he said. “I went to an all-black 
school and got beat up all the 
time.”

That all changed when Mee-
ink was 13, and his cousin “took 
[him] under his wing.”

“He was a part of this neo-Na-
zi group out in Amish country,” 
Meeink said. “He started talking 
to me about things that my par-
ents never talked to me about, 
and when I told him I was get-
ting beat up by some black kids 
at school, he used that to propa-
gate a lot of hate within me, and 
the next thing I knew, I was real-
ly into the movement.”

At 17, Meeink was arrested for 
aggravated kidnapping of a ri-
val skinhead leader and went to 
prison in Illinois for three years. 
While serving his sentence, 
Meeink became an avid sports 
player and often played basket-
ball with black inmates.

“That’s when I started seeing 
people as just human beings for 
the first time in my life,” he said.

Upon his release, he began 
working for a Jewish man who 
owned an antique store.

“I still tried to go back to my 
former life, my former friends, 
but I just couldn’t,” Meeink said.

Today, he leads a very differ-
ent life than before. He lives in 
Des Moines, with his wife and 
four children, who are, his “en-
tire world” now.

He’s also a sports junkie, and 
runs a youth program, Harmo-
ny through Hockey, which he 
started around 15 years ago to 
better spread his message on 
finding compassion for those 
around you, no matter who they 
might be.

“I have a lot of mentors in 
my life now of many different 
backgrounds and races,” Mee-
ink said. “They give me great 
advice on being a better person 
and dad. And I’ll just say this: 
What a great chance I have at life 
now, because back in the day, I 
wouldn’t have had this chance.”

contributed

David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan 
Members of the Riverside Theatre perform in ‘Bakersfield Mist,’ on Monday, 
Sept. 4, 2017. The play is about the origins of a mysterious painting.

Up from hatred’s chains
Reformed white supremacist skinhead gang member, Frank Meeink, has a “great chance at life now” and takes full 
advantage of it by speaking out against the hate he once promoted. 

Frank Meeink

Where:
• Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

When:
• Friday, 7 p.m. 

Cost:
• Free

BAKERSFIELD
CONTINUED FROM 1B

Bakersfield Mist

Where:
• Riverside Theatre, 213 N. 
Gilbert

When:
• Sept. 8 - Oct. 1, times vary

Cost:
• $12 - 30
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In the topography of injustice

The widest part of the mind

Dis/Unity: A Service is a performance collaboration among artists across the U.S. and Africa. The themes of the show are 
racism, homophobia, and social injustice and how it has affected America.

Christopher Merrill wins the Changwon KC International Literary Prize for his many works as a poet, essayist, and translator.

BY MADISON LOTENSCHTEIN
madison-lotenschtein@uiowa.edu

Barber steps on stage with 
tires encircling his entire body. 
The tires are burdensome and 
clunky. That is the point.

The Englert will host a group 
of artists who have come togeth-
er to create a piece of art, some 
would call it a wake-up call.

Dis/Unity: A Service is a per-
formance piece reflecting on 
the current socioeconomic pe-
riod. The show will draw from 
America’s difficult past, and 
future, specifically in regard to 
its marginalized people.

The first show is 7:30 p.m. 
today, at the Englert, 221 E. 
Washington St., and will 
continue through the week-
end. The show will include 
audience participation and 
varying themes through live 
music — pop, jazz, and Afri-
can — performance art, and 
dance.

Dis/Unity will touch on topics 
of slavery, racism, homopho-
bia, racial identity, and cultural 
identity. There are different 
groups of people may who come 
together individually, but not 
together. Out of this, Dis/Unity 
was born.

“This project is about art, and 
social activism, and how we as 
the collaborators bring it togeth-
er as the Dis/Unity: A Service per-
formance,” said Baker-Tarpaga, 
a performance artist and chore-
ographer.

It is a collaboration among 
artists, dancers, and musicians. 
Barber, Courtney Jones, Bak-
er-Tarpaga, Heidi Wiren Bart-
lett, Raquel Monroe, and Wen-
dell Gray II worked together to 
forge the work.

The scene is set when Barber, 
a visual artist, steps onto the 
stage with tires enveloping his 
body. The tires symbolize the 

oppression and racism that still 
surrounds people today.

“We’re putting our personal 
practices aside for seven to 10 
days to come together in col-
laboration to tackle social injus-
tices,” Barber said.

The artists hope that the audi-
ence will walk out of the theater 
entertained and educated. The 
goal is that the audience can 
have a conversation about rac-
ism — or anything — and not 
have it be taboo.

“We’re trying to create a con-
versation around social issues,” 
Barber said.

Because Iowa City is predom-

inantly white, the collaborators 
thought it would be the perfect 
place to have the conversation 
about social injustice; it is not 
a thing of the past. You can’t 
merely paint over them, for 
paint dries, and once again we 
find ourselves staring at an ugly, 
old wall.

Englert marketing director 
Aly High believes the piece will 
help open doors to difficult dis-
cussions.

“It is disheartening, to say the 
least, that we still have to have 
these conversations in 2017,” 
High said. “I haven’t seen the 
current iteration of Dis/Unity: A 

Service, but I anticipate it will at 
times be challenging to watch, 
but it will, hopefully, serve as a 
conduit to communication and 
meaningful action.”

BY LEVI WRIGHT
levi-wright@uiowa.edu

We won’t make it out alive, the 
guide said And tumbled down the 
shaft. What remains? A shred of 
plastic flapping in the nest The 
birds left in the hedge, a speckled 
egg That never hatched, a file of 
summonses Lost in the flood. The 
trees hum in the dark. Pray for the 
guide. Pray for everyone. (24-30)

— “Coordinates,” Christopher 
Merrill

On April 4, 2012, Christopher 
Merrill, the director of the Univer-
sity of Iowa International Writing 
Program, was appointed to the Na-
tional Council on the Humanities 

by President Obama. This is not the 
only award the poet has received.

Merrill has been awarded the 
Changwon KC International Literary 
Prize for his work as a poet, essayist, 
and translator. The award ceremony 
will be part of the Changwon Literary 
Festival in Changwon, South Korea, 
this month. Previous winners include 
Chinese poet Bei Dao, French poet 
Claude Mouchard, and American po-
et laureate Tracy K. Smith.

“Anytime you get something 
like this, it’s a great thrill,” Merrill 
said. “It’s at least on some level a 
kind of validation for the work 
that you’ve been doing. More to 
the point, I’ve had so much fun 
over the years translating Korean 
poets and being a part of that lit-

erary conversation.”
Originally from Massachusetts, he 

grew up writing poetry about a num-
ber of things. His first poem was about 
a boy kicking a can down the street. 
However, it wasn’t until he wrote 
about a boy with a soccer ball that po-
etry really had an effect on him.

“My first poem that really had 
some life was about a boy juggling 
a soccer ball,” Merrill said. “It 
came on a day when I was trying 
to write about my family house 
getting swept out to sea by a hur-
ricane. That’s an image I keep re-
turning to, but I found a way to 
just capture in language, I hope, 
the motion of trying to keep a 
ball in the air. When I wrote that 
poem, I really felt like I got some-

thing, and then I thought, maybe 
I’ll have that experience again.”

Merrill has traveled from Massa-
chusetts to California, writing about 
whatever inspires him. In one poem, 
he captures the cruelty and pain of 
war, the next he describes the beauty 
and grace of a dogwood tree. He taps 
into his 60 years’ worth of personal 
experience to give a feeling of im-
mersion in his poetry.

Writer James Galvin, a profes-
sor in the Iowa Writers’ Workshop 
and longtime friend of Merrill’s, 
referred to him as a “force.”

“His memoir, written as he was 
nearing his 60th year, traces the 
delicate, interactive web of cre-
ation that links humans and na-
ture, illuminating how vital each 

small being, each plant, each per-
son is to the whole,” Forward Re-
views said in its review of Self-Por-
trait with Dogwood.

Merrill has also worked with 
other authors, including Marvin 
Bell in creating *After the Fact: 
Scripts & Postscripts*, and the 
two authors are working on anoth-
er book, If & When.

“Chris is an extremely talented 
poet, memoirist, journalist, essay-
ist, editor, and translator, and a 
whole lot more,” Bell said. “Among 
his many other accomplishments, 
he is the person most responsible 
for a significant expansion of the 
International Writing Program 
and for the naming of Iowa City a 
UNESCO City of Literature.”

Performance

Where:
• Englert, 221 E. Washington

When:
• Today, 7:30 p.m.

• Friday, 5:30 p.m.

• Saturday, 7:30 p.m.
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