
Electronic music 
festival comes to IC 
this weekend
The Middle of Nowhere 
festival brings several DJs 
to town to perform and cel-
ebrate the history of elec-
tronic music. Organizers 
hope Iowa City — located in 
the “middle of nowhere” — 
can become a landmark in 
electronic music. 
80 HOURS, 1B

Hawks show no fear 
of Allen’s arm

Football 
faces Wy-
oming and 
quarter-
back Josh 
Allen. 
Head 
coach Kirk 
Ferentz 
compared 
Allen to 

NFL QB Ben Roethlisberg-
er, but the Hawk’s D isn’t 
worried. Sports, 8A

RVAP gets donation
UI Student Government 
commits to matching do-
nations made to the Rape 
Victim Advocacy Program 
for up to $1,500, to offset 
funding cuts affecting the 
program. News, 2A

Soccer going for 
more goals

After 
getting 
shut out 
in their 
last game, 
the soccer 
team 
hopes 
to end 
its brief 
scoring 

drought in tonight’s game 
against Southern Utah. 
Sports, 8A

Goodness in the 
heart of a new café
A new café in Iowa City has 
quality and kindness as 
focus and aims to create a 
homey environment for UI 
students and community 
members alike. News, 3
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BY BRODIE MALATT
brodie-malatt@uiowa.edu

Following a year that witnessed protests on college cam-
puses across the nation over controversial political speak-
ers and campus-climate issues, the University of Iowa has 
begun reviewing its operations manual to be prepared in 
the case of similar events. 

In a presentation before the UI Faculty Council meet-
ing in the University Capitol Center on Tuesday, Professor 
Steve McGuire, the head of the Committee on Academic 
Values, offered examples from other universities that the 
UI is drawing from to include in its revised operations 
manual. 

McGuire first brought up the protests and rallies at the 
University of California-Berkeley from earlier this year. 
He praised Cal-Berkeley administration officials for de-
vising a thorough principles and values statement to dic-
tate their response to any future events on campus.

McGuire said the UI is working on a similar statement, 
and the Committee for Academic Values plans to release a 
rough draft of the statement by Sept. 6, which it will then 
submit to the UI Faculty Senate for approval. 

McGuire also referenced the recent events in Char-

Locals ponder future of 
public art in IC

BY SARAH WATSON
sarah-e-watson@uiowa.edu

Doug Boothroy, the Neigh-
borhood and Development 
Services coordinator of Iowa 
City, will retire from the posi-
tion after more than 40 years 
of service.

Boothroy’s expertise in pol-
icy will be hard to replace, but 
colleagues say his mentoring 
and sense of humor will be 
missed just as much.

He started working for the 
city in 1975, where he started 
as an assistant planner. After 
serving in various planning 

positions, he became the direc-
tor of Housing and Inspection 
Services in 1984.

In 2014, Boothroy became 
the city’s first Neighborhood 
and Development Services Co-
ordinator after the merging of 

SEE PROTESTS, 2A

UI rechecks 
manual for 
protests

The University of Iowa community 
is reviewing its operations manual in 
case of a ‘Charlottesville-esque’ protest.

Longtime official 
Boothroy to hang it up

James Year/The Daily Iowan
The city Director of Neighborhood and Development Services Doug Boothroy stands outside City Hall on Wednesday. 
Boothroy will have worked in public service for nearly 42 years on the date of his retirement, Sept. 11. He plans to travel 
and spend more time with his family.

BY BROOKLYN DRAISEY 
brooklyn-draisey@uiowa.edu 

The Iowa City Downtown District met Wednes-
day at MERGE to discuss public art downtown 
with local artists, property owners, and people 
who want to see a revamping of the downtown 
façade.

Newly appointed Director of Public Art Thom-
as Agran showed examples of different murals and 
public-art pieces that could be emulated down-
town — especially in alleys, where less-than-desir-
able activities might take place.

“What are the problems, and how can artists 
address them? Turning liabilities into assets and 
using an artist as a problem solver is what this is a 

placeholder for,” Agran said in describing a light-
up mural in Philadelphia he displayed at the meet-
ing. 

The Iowa City Arts Commission has worked 
with the Downtown District on past projects, in-
cluding the Welcome to Downtown Iowa City mu-
ral, construction decoration, and the mural at the 
Farmers’ Market, said Marcia Bollinger, the head 
of the Arts Commission.  

There was also discussion of different murals 
that could be placed on the many blank walls 
downtown. Locations such as the parking ramp 
and US Bank were mentioned by community 
members as needing a new coat of paint, and ideas 
were tossed around of how to liven up the spaces. 

“They see the murals as a way of inviting people 

in,” Bollinger said.  
While the project is still in its first stages, it has 

garnered a lot of enthusiasm from the community. 
“Just having this meeting brings the business 

people and the artists, it brings them together 
and builds the community that way, so even if this 
right here is the base point for other ideas, I think 
that’s fantastic,” local artist Rachel Cobler said.  

There were many different groups represented 
at the meeting, and each contributed feedback 
and ideas on how to make it easier to create art 
downtown.

Proposals such as interactive art pieces that al-

SEE PUBLIC, 2A

The city’s Neighborhood and Development Services 
coordinator to retire after an extensive career.

SEE BOOTHROY, 2A

News
To Know

Members of the Iowa City Downtown District meet to decide where to implement art in the city.

Paxton Corey/The Daily Iowan
Iowa City community members listen to proposals for public-art projects at MERGE on Wednesday. The Downtown District hosted the event to gather input from the community 
on possible art projects.

Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar
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The weekend in arts & entertainment

Nowhere is where

ityou find

Electronic music holds a renaissance in the “middle of nowhere.”

         BY TRAVIS COLTRAIN | travis-coltrain@gmail.com

Iowa City will experience an electrifying renaissance of art 
and history this weekend. Decades ago, when James Van Al-
len helped create one of the first analog synthesizers, he prob-
ably never imagined it in an electronic festival. Yet, more than 
a decade after his death, modern renditions of his synthesizer 
will boom throughout Iowa City.

The Middle of Nowhere Festival will open for the first time 
Friday. The festival is a celebration of electronic-music histo-
ry, and it will host a variety of different genres such as house, 
techno, and experimental.

The festival will begin at 8 p.m. Friday and will continue 
through Saturday at several venues around downtown Iowa 
City, including the Blue Moose, Gabe’s, and the Mill.

The festival will also include visual art as well as other light-
ing-based productions, some of which will flow with synco-
pated electronic music. While the festival will feature some 
more well-known forms of electronic music, it will also in-
clude some avant garde as well.

Co-director of Middle of Nowhere Phil Rix believes the 
styles of performance are perfect for someone who is looking 
for something a little different.

“The Trumpet Blossom show is going to showcase some of 
the more off-the-beaten path style of electronic music,” Rix 
said. “It breaks the mold of what you call EDM but not the mold 
of what you expect to being able to dance to really good tunes.”

Rix said Iowa City has an unexpected connection to tech-
nological history of electronic music, because of one of the 
earliest analogue synthesizers was developed at the Univer-
sity of Iowa with the help of James Van Allen. A more modern 
rendition of the same synthesizer will be used by some of the 

artists at the Trumpet Blossom show.
The organizers want the community to recognize and re-

member not only Iowa City’s technological connection but 
also the cultural history behind electronic music.

History has played a large role in creating the festival, with 
many of the curators having a personal connection.

When Rix moved to Iowa City, he didn’t know a whole lot 
about electronic music. Iowa City at the time had a popular 
electronic scene, and it was through that he learned the ins 
and outs of not only being a DJ but what type of electronic 
music he liked.

Coincidentally, one of the festival’s featured DJs, DJ Espi-
na, was the first DJ Rix saw perform in Iowa City.

“What I wanted to do was gather up all the elements of all 
these different aspects of electronic music I had seen in Io-
wa City over the years as a sort of paying-it-forward system,” 
he said. “For me, that’s also a large part of what DJ culture is 
about.”

Festival organizer Simeon Talley believes the event was 
built on top of that unexpected electronic culture. The festival 
is a good way for not only fans but also artists to network, he 
said. But it’s about more than just networking. It’s also a good 
way to introduce new fans to electronic music, and also help 
older fans reconnect with the aspects of the music they felt 
had been lost in the new age of EDM.

“It’s about the technology,” Talley said. “It’s about the early 
roots of electronic music and the advancements that have been 
made. It’d be cool if we could revive those things we lost, that 
led us down a path creating and bringing to life this festival.”

It is not just about showcasing what Iowa City once was, it 

is about trying to revive it. The organizers hope this is gearing 
up to be a renaissance of electronic music in Iowa City, and 
they want to put the city on the map of electronic music, and 
with the lineup they have, they could.

The festival was built on those hopeful feelings, a common-
ality all of the organizers and many of the performers share. 
After all, the Middle of Nowhere Festival is the first solely elec-
tronic music festival in Iowa City, something the organizers 
are glad they could bring to fruition.

SCOPE general manager Alex Tang, among those excited 
by the festival’s promise, anticipates the actual happening.

“We are looking forward to seeing how this goes; it’s gear-
ing up to be really cool,” he said. “SCOPE wants to test this 
electronic market and see what the future of it is in Iowa 
City.”

The name itself almost tests that theory. Talley said the 
name is a joke based on the idea Iowa is in the middle of no-
where. No one would expect a music hub in the middle of no-
where, but Iowa City is exactly that.

The organizers want the audience to be open to new ex-
periences, artists, ideas, ready to explore and immerse them-
selves in something they may not be immediately familiar 
with but would like to experience.

“I’d like to see the town come together and dance,” Rix said. 
“A large part of it is the community-building aspect. It’s also 
part of just keeping old connections alive but also introduc-
ing a whole new generation to this older style of electronic 
music.”

SEE NOWHERE, 4B
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lottesville, Virginia, as a sign 
for the “need for coordinated, 
thoughtful action.” The com-
mittee has worked with the UI 
administration, UI police, Iowa 
City police, and other organiza-
tions to craft a plan for any such 
disturbance. 

This year for new-student 
Orientation, the UI planned to 
include slides outlining points 
about academic freedom and 
freedom of speech, but Orien-
tation officials felt the slides 
weren’t prepared enough to 
present to students. They will 
be included next year, however, 
McGuire said. 

McGuire said he believes 
there are some gray areas in 
undergraduates’ understand-
ing of the issues.

“Many students on campus 

do not understand academic 
freedom or freedom of speech,” 
he said. “Some students even 
resent free speech.” 

Patrick Wronkiewicz, the 
president of UI College Repub-
licans, called the comments 
“off-base” and “wrong,” and 
something that shouldn’t be 
said by an UI official. 

“He’s not engaged with the 
students if that’s his current 
mindset,” Wronkiewicz said. 

He also called the plans to in-
troduce academic freedom and 
freedom-of-speech slides into 
Orientation as “setting limits on 
a student’s thoughts from Day 1.”

Riley Lewers, the president 
of the University Democrats, 
called the UI’s plans for slides 
about academic freedom and 
freedom of speech a “good 
idea,” but she was “hesitant 
to endorse faculty teaching of 
what is and is not free speech” 
and did “not [want] to box stu-
dents into a particular under-

standing of speech rights.” She 
also called McGuire’s quote on 
student understanding of free-
dom of speech as a “fair state-
ment, due to the sheer number 
of undergrads” on campus.

Some UI professors not only 
raised concerned about stu-
dents but also about the general 
public. UI Clinical Professor of 
pediatrics Resmiye Oral said, 
“We’re not just seeing students 
versus faculty, students versus 
students, but patients versus 
service providers.” 

Teresa Marshall, a UI pro-
fessor of dentistry, noted that 
some patients at the College of 
Dentistry will refuse dentists 
based on their sex and ethnici-
ty. The dental school has a pol-

icy that patients must see their 
scheduled dentist or leave the 
premise.

Regardless, McGuire re-
mained confident in the work 
of the Committee on Academ-
ic Values to educate students 
and the community about ac-
ademic freedom and freedom 
of speech, both through the 
revised UI operations manual, 
and principles and values state-
ment being released next week.

“When a university adminis-
tration’s strategic communica-
tions feels confident that their 
talking points are consistent 
with the values of the campus 
and faculty … there’s actually a 
sense of safety that seems to be 
promoted,” McGuire said.

Housing/Inspection and Plan-
ning and Community Services 
Departments.

“He knows Iowa City history 
very well,” City Manager Geoff 
Fruin said, “We are going to 
miss that knowledge and ad-
vice he provides as we navigate 
future projects.”

In his time working for the 
city, Boothroy succeeded in ad-
vocating for and implementing 
Iowa’s first inclusionary afford-
able housing ordinance in 2016. 
He’s also proud of his accom-
plishments in universal design 
and integrating technology in-
to the city government.

“I have truly enjoyed my 
years with the city, which is 
why it was a tough decision 
to leave,” he said, “I thought 
it was the right time to step 
down from the role, while I 
have the opportunity to do oth-
er things I want to do.”

Aside from his list of ac-
complishments, Boothroy’s 
personable attitude will be dif-
ficult to replace.

“I’ll miss working with 
him,” Neighborhood Services 
coordinator Tracy Hightshoe 
said. “He has a ton of humor 
and a ton of institutional 
knowledge.”

“He knows how to put peo-
ple at ease,” Development 
Services coordinator John 
Yapp said.

For senior building inspec-

tor Tim Hennes, Boothroy is 
more than just a colleague.

“Doug has been a mentor for 
me in my career for 22 years,” 
Hennes said, “He’s a mentor to 
his staff, and he’s always been 
an advocate for the citizens of 
Iowa City.”

Boothroy said one of the ac-
complishments he is proudest 
of is merging the Housing/In-
spection and the Planning and 
Community Services. He said 
he is proud to leave behind the 
legacy of bringing people to-
gether from different depart-
ments to combine their skills 
and provide the best possible 
service to the community.

“I’ve enjoyed what I’ve done. 
It’s been a great opportunity 
and journey,” Boothroy said, 
“I thank all the employees 

and people I’ve worked with 
for this incredible journey 
and being able to share these 
moments and successes with 
them all.”

Boothroy said he looks for-
ward to traveling with his 
wife and spending more time 
with his grandchildren, but he 
doesn’t have too many plans 
for his first year of retirement.

“I think I’ll sit back and 
reflect,” Boothroy said, “You 
need that opportunity just be-
cause you need to be able to ex-
plore new beginnings and new 
chapters while you can.”

The city invites the commu-
nity to celebrate Boothroy’s 
retirement at an open house 
on Sept. 11 from 7:30 to 9 a.m., 
at Harvat Hall in the City Hall, 
410 E. Washington St.

BY PAIGE SCHLICHTE
paige-schlichte@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa 
Student Government an-
nounced earlier this week 
in a press release that it 
will match donations up to 
$1,500 to the Rape Victim 
Advocacy Program.

This comes after the or-
ganization was defunded by 
Iowa Legislature earlier this 
year.

RVAP Executive Director 
Adam Robinson said the 
program was started on 
campus 44 years ago with 
the mission of creating a 
community free from sexu-
al violence.

“One of the things we know 
is sexual assault can affect 
anybody, at any time, from 
any walk of life,” Robinson 

said. “But a particular popu-
lation that experiences an in-
creased level of sexual assault 
is college-aged students.”

RVAP provides free services 
to sexual-assault victims and 
survivors, such as housing 
and transportation services, 
24/7 in-person support, and 
a 24/7 crisis response hotline 
— known as the Iowa Sexual 
Abuse Hotline.

RVAP has grown exten-
sively beyond campus since 
its creation. According to 
the press release, RVAP sex-
ual-assault support and pre-
vention education services 
are available throughout 
southeastern Iowa, and the 
Iowa Sexual Abuse Hotline 
is available state-wide.

On July 1, the Legislature 
dealt the program a funding 
cut of about $400,000 from 

the annual budget. This 
funding was previously di-
rected at the 24-hour hotline.

“The immediate impact 
is more of a statewide im-
pact, because the hotline is 
statewide,” Robinson said. 
“We’re still able to provide 
the 24-hour support on the 
hotline, but it’s impacted our 
ability to collaborate with 
other resources in the state.”

Hotline use has been 
growing in recent years, he 
said. This past year, the ho-
tline took 3,000 calls, a 600 
percent increase from a few 
years ago Robinson said.

“RVAP provides critical 
services to University of Io-
wa students and beyond,” 
UISG President Jacob Simp-
son said. “As the university’s 
student government, it’s a 
priority for us to ensure that 

we always work to eliminate 
sexual assault on campus.”

UISG plans to match the 
donations made to RVAP 
through GOLDrush, the 
university’s crowdfunding 
website for university-re-
lated projects and organiza-
tions.

UISG Vice President Lil-
ián Sánchez, RVAP’s GOL-
Drush campaign was created 
largely by former UISG Pres-
ident Rachel Zuckerman. 
The campaign’s overall goal 
is $10,000; as of the time of 
publication, the campaign 
had raised approximately 
$11,200, which is 112 percent 
of the original goal.

UISG will match dona-
tions until Sept. 3 or un-
til the limit of $1,500 is 
reached.

“We wanted to make sure 

we announced this donation 
matching initiative at an 
opportune time because of 
the urgency of the program 
and how much they need the 
funds,” Sánchez said.

Simpson said the match-
ing effort is in coordination 
with It’s On Us, a national 
movement to end sexual 
assault that started in 2014. 
This week is the It’s On Us 
welcome week, making it an 
ideal time for UISG to sup-
port the campaign.

Sánchez said as of 9 

a.m. Wednesday morn-
ing, around $900 had been 
donated since UISG an-
nounced its intention to 
match donations.

“I’m really happy to see 
the community is being re-
sponsive and that they’re 
continuing their support 
for this program,” Sanchez 
said. “Knowing how many 
people RVAP has helped, it’s 
important to continue to 
encourage people to donate 
to ensure survivors get the 
help they need.”
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Konnexion manager, Leela Bell stands in the store on Wednesday. Bell is a Marion, Iowa native who has worked at the store for approximately two years. 
When asked what her favorite part of the job is, she said, “I love the family environment.”

FAMILY KONNEXION

UISG pitches in for RVAP
In light of the UI Rape Victim Advocacy Program losing state funding, UISG 
plans to match $1,500 of donations.

EDITOR’S NOTE: On Tuesday, Aug. 29, the DI published the incorrect, 
unedited version of the story titled “UI officials stress safety net.” 
The correct version of the story has been posted online. The DI 
regrets the error.

low people to charge their de-
vices with solar power were 
suggested as a way to bring 
both creativity and function-

ality into the community. 
Walls or parks set aside for 
graffiti and other  public  art 
would allow locals to express 
themselves without defacing 
public property, which would 
save the city and property 
owners money. 

While plenty of ideas were 

discussed and fleshed out in the 
meeting, Agran said there was 
no way that the entire project 
could be figured out in one day. 

“These conversations are 
big and  long, and there is 
no way to get everything 
in,” he said. 

Even though the project is 

still working out its kinks, ma-
ny feel that it’s a great first step. 

“It’s kind of an Iowa idea, 
you know, ‘If you build it, 
they will come’ … let’s get 
this going and make this 
more of a community thing, 
and I think it starts right 
here,” Cobler said.  

PUBLIC ART
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

BOOTHROY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

PROTESTS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT



BY ANDY MITCHELL
andrew-mitchell@uiowa.edu

The Encounter Café is 
more than just the average 
coffee and sandwich place. 
The Mennonite-owned and 
-operated café has a unique 
personality beyond that of 
a corporate chain, and it 
plans for profits to go to 
charity.

A banner hangs facing the 
front door reading “Start 
each day with a grateful 
heart.” A blue bicycle is 
mounted for the patrons to 
see, holding in its basket 
a loaf of bread, a bottle of 
milk, and a carton of eggs.

Encounter Café, 376 
S. Clinton, appears both 
welcoming and comfortable, 
with two leather chairs 
and a sofa placed near a 
fireplace, which adds to the 
warm light of the room.

The idea is inspired by a 
pastor’s visit to a place called 
Sower’s Harvest near Penn 
State. The pastor, along with 
five other members from 
Sharon Bethel Mennonite 
Church, strove to form 
a place of business with 
quality and kindness like 
they experienced at Sower’s 
Harvest.

They chose Iowa City 
because of its nature as 
a metropolitan college 
town, said café manager 
Ray Yutzy, and to give the 
students a safe place to 
hang out and study.

“We would like to give a 
home to those feeling a little 
more displaced,” Yutzy said, 
referring to students who 
aren’t Iowa natives.

Yutzy is pleased that he 
recognizes some regular 
customers. On Wednesday, 
a week after opening day, 

the café was filled with 
people of all ages from 
college students to middle-
age business people to 

elderly folks.
“We’re interested in 

making friends, to portray 
the love of Jesus, and to just 
be ourselves,” Yutzy said. 
That they are Mennonites 

is not the forefront of the 
Encounter Café, he noted.

He actively works for 
the mission of the café and 

is involved with the basic 
operations of the café from 
serving food to cleaning tables.

Miller, along with the 
rest of the kitchen staff, are 
parishioners from Sharon 

Bethel and new to the 
restaurant business.

“I didn’t quite know what 
I was getting into,” Miller 
recalls, “It’s just so new.”

While Miller and her 
kitchen staff have felt 
the squeeze of working a 
popular new attraction in 
a big college town, they 
settled in and found their 
working groove by Friday, 
when they held a post-work 
meeting with Yutzy.

The peeople at Encounter 
Café find a purpose beyond 
their friendly disposition 
and quality food.

“When we turn a profit, 
we will donate the proceeds 
to charity,” Yutzy said.
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New café, cozy encounter
A new café aims to bring a unique personality to Iowa City.

BY SARAH STORTZ
sarah-stortz@uiowa.edu

As of today, 828 days have 
passed since Sen. Bernie 
Sanders formally announced 
his campaign to run for the 
2016 Democratic presidential 
nomination.

Despite the overwhelming 
support he received during his 
run, Sanders failed to secure the 
Democratic nomination. How-

ever, he con-
tinues striving 
to turn his 
ideals into re-
ality through 
a literary me-
dium.

On Tues-
day, Sanders 
released his 

latest book, Bernie Sanders’ 
Guide to Political Revolution. 
At 7:30 p.m. today, the for-
mer presidential candidate 
will talk about the book, 
among other topics, at 
Hancher.

During his campaign, 
Sanders gained a notable 

following that relied heavily 
on millennials. More young 
people showed support for 
Sanders than they did for both 
Hillary Clinton and Donald 
Trump combined, according 
to the book.

Sanders targeted his book 
primarily toward teenagers 
and young adults. He said 
that these days, the young-
er generation tends to agree 
with his political stances. In 
his words, “That’s not Bernie 
Sanders talking, it is poll after 
poll talking.”

Over the course of 200 pag-
es, Sanders leaves no topic ig-
nored, tackling a wide range 
of issues such as decreasing 
college tuition, reforming 
Wall Street, and prevent-
ing climate change. People 
who have followed Sanders 
throughout his campaign will 
notice how he stays true to his 
character by further defend-
ing his stances.

Several artists contributed 
their talents to the book, 
creating graphs to showcase 
the extremes of Wall Street 

and the average wages among 
different demographics. As 
many young people intensely 
fought to make Sanders 
campaign visible, this book 
was his ultimate way of 
saying “Thank you” to his 
supporters.

Sanders clearly gets across 
how the younger generation 
will always have the oppor-
tunity to achieve his vision, 
and the book could be seen as 
a building block in creating a 
new future.

Bringing the ‘Bern’ back home
Sen. Bernie Sanders’ latest book strikes a chord with millennials.

Sanders

‘We would like to give a home to those feeling a 
little more displaced’

— Ray Yutzy, café manager

The Encounter Café staff members stand for a portrait on Wednesday. The Encounter Café opened its doors to 
the public on Aug. 23 to many positive reviews.

Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan

ARTS & CULTURE

QUICK FACTS

What:
Prairie Lights Presents: 
Bernie Sanders

When: 
7 p.m.

Where:
Hancher

Cost:
$10-$25



President Trump is in the 
headlines a lot, and frankly, 
I’ve just learned to ignore 
most of it. This past week-
end, however, there was a 
headline that caught my eye. 
His pardon of former Arizo-
na Sheriff Joe Arpaio flood-
ed social media and news 
outlets with outrage. To me, 
no matter how you look at 
it, there is just no reason 
Arpaio deserved a pardon.

In 2011, Arpaio’s office 
was accused of racially pro-
filing Latinos, and in 2013, 
he had orders from a feder-
al judge to change his ways.

It wasn’t until 2016 that 
he was referred for pros-
ecution for disregarding 
the court order. This year, 
he was found to be in con-
tempt of the court and 
could have faced up to six 

months of jail time. He was 
supposed to be sentenced 
later this year — that was, 
until Trump pardoned him.

In a press conference, the 
president defended pardon-
ing Arpaio by claiming, “He 
was treated unfairly.” This 
leaves me very confused, be-
cause from the lawsuit, to the 
court order, to the convic-
tion, the law wasn’t manipu-
lated against Arpaio. So is it 
only unfair when it hurts the 
president or his supporters?

Even if you believe Arpaio 
really didn’t understand 
the court order (which is 
what his defense was), the 
number of times he has had 
run-ins with the law, paired 
with how he’s been criti-
cized of operating his coun-
ty jails — I think it’s fair to 
say the maximum sentence 
wouldn’t have been the worst 
thing to happen. Arpaio was 
a sheriff, and his job was to 
enforce the law, not defy it.

As upset as we may be, 
what the president did 
was completely legal. Paul 
Gowder, a University of Io-
wa professor of law, said, 
“It’s not as if the president 
needs to have a legal rea-

son to issue a pardon. In 
principle, anyone convict-
ed of a federal crime can 
be pardoned by the presi-
dent. However, there are 
traditions that have been 
established in the executive 
branch by prior presidents.”

The traditions Gowder re-
ferred to are the Department 
of Justice screening and rec-
ommending cases for par-
dons. It seems that Trump 
completely bypassed that. 
People who have trained in 
and studied law were not able 
to advise the president on this 
legal matter. This blows my 
mind, considering the pres-
ident himself has no prior 
legal or political experience.

In an effort to try to 
wrap my mind around this 
pardon, I should mention 
that Gowder outlined two 
types of pardons. “So cat-
egory one, a simple act of 
mercy. The second kind of 
pardon is really conven-
tional and understood, if 
there was a genuine poli-
cy disagreement,” he said.

Let’s say Trump gave the 
pardon because he believes 
Arpaio’s policies were in 
line with his own. Arpaio’s 

crime was disobeying the 
court; that’s not a policy 
you can disagree with or 
change. The only way this 
would fit the second catego-
ry was if it was a conviction 
of racial profiling to crack 
down on illegal immigration.

There’s no debating  

Arpaio’s guilt. If his case had 
been rigged or had any shady 
circumstances, the pardon 
would be justified. But that’s 
not what happened. Sim-
ply believing it was unfair 
is not enough justification.

The pardon places Arpaio 
and Trump above the law. It 

is completely disrespectful to 
our judicial system and the 
foundation this country was 
built on. It appears Trump 
has no faith in the institu-
tions and court system of 
our country — the very ones 
his office represents and 
works in conjunction with.

    THE DAILY IOWAN   |  DAILY-IOWAN.COM  |  THURSDAY, AUGUST 31, 20174A

GUEST COLUMN

As anti-labor sentiments sweep across the country, 
we must remember why we celebrate Labor Day

COLUMN

As a tide of anti-labor  
reaction sweeps across the 
country — most recently 
in Iowa — it bears remem-
bering what it has meant to 
have a strong and vital labor 
movement. We’ve witnessed 
a succession of Republican 
presidents, from Nixon and 
Reagan through Bush and 
Trump, appropriate and dis-
tort the significance of the la-
bor’s day and labor’s history. 
Its origins lie in the 19th cen-
tury surge of new labor orga-
nizing. It was born of labor’s 
own collective efforts to win 
a better life and respect and 
control over the terms under 
which workers sold their la-
bor. It represented a claim 
on the wealth they created. 
That claim and those rights 
have been contested by em-
ployers and their allied poli-
ticians every step of the way.

We can look back to three 
lessons labor has taught us. 
The first is the value of sol-
idarity. In the closing de-
cades of the 19th century, 
an organization that most 
Americans have never heard 
of called The Noble and Holy 
Order of the Knights of Labor 
organized 1 million workers 
in local assemblies of “one 
big union” that embraced 
workers regardless of skill, 
ethnicity, gender, or race. 
Their mantra was “an injury 
to one is the concern of all,” 
and they organized across 
the length and breadth of 
the country. Iowa workers 
alone built hundreds of lo-
cal assemblies that included 
coal miners, button work-
ers, railroad workers, and 
farm laborers and house-
wives. They celebrated labor 
through massive parades, the 

formation of cooperatives, 
strikes to win the eight-hour 
day, and political action to 
improve working and living 
conditions in hundreds of 
cities. Even though their or-
ganization expired by the end 
of the century, they passed 
on the lesson of solidarity 
to succeeding generations.

A second lesson — on the 
value of inclusive unions — 
comes to us from the efforts 
of workers in the 1930s, in the 
face of the most destructive 
depression in American his-
tory, to demand their right to 
form unions through a new 
organization, the Congress 
of Industrial Organizations. 
Aided by legislation (the 
Wagner Act) and a sympa-
thetic Roosevelt administra-
tion, they built new unions in 
mass-production industries 
like steel, auto, meatpacking, 

electrical, and farm-equip-
ment manufacturing. They 
did so from the bottom up. 
They preached the value of 
inclusion. As Ralph Helstein, 
the president of the United 
Packinghouse Workers put it, 
“We began with the CIO posi-
tion … that all workers would 
be accepted into the union 
without discrimination.”

By the end of World War II, 
workers began to recognize 
that changing conditions in 
the American economy — the 
decline of old industries and 
the rise of a service sector — 
demanded new goals and new 
strategies. That reckoning 
would produce another “les-
son” — that the right to union 
representation must extend 
to all regardless of what work 
they did. We witnessed a wave 
of new organizing among 
workers formerly excluded 

from collective bargaining 
— farm workers (UFW), pub-
lic-sector workers (AFSCME, 
AFGE, NEA, and AFT & Post-
al Workers), and low wage 
service workers — many of 
them immigrants or minori-
ties — who cleaned hotels and 
homes, served food, and cared 
for the young and the elderly.

With Labor Day in 2017, 
the labor movement in Iowa 
and across the country finds 
itself beleaguered again. This 
is not a new situation, though 
the specific historical circum-
stances are unique. We know 
that the decline in union 
membership correlates al-
most perfectly with the ris-
ing inequality we confront. 
We also know that employers 
and their allies in the Repub-
lican Party are working sys-
tematically to deprive work-
ers and minorities access to 

the ballot. And we know we 
confront state and federal 
administrations and their 
corporate benefactors who 
are determined to roll back 
labor’s strength even further.

We must grasp hold of these 
historical lessons — solidari-
ty, inclusion, the expansion of 
union rights — and build new 
coalitions prepared to defend 
these values and create a new 
era of union strength. As an old 
labor film put it: “Every gener-
ation has to do it again.” Let’s 
celebrate labor’s tradition, and 
then let’s get back to work re-
building the unions that form 
the bedrock of our democracy.

 
Shelton Stromquist is a UI 

history professor emeritus 
and author of Solidarity and 

Survival: an Oral History of 
Iowa Labor in the Twentieth 

Century. 

Was Joe Arpaio’s offense truly pardonable?

Opinions

Rap culture has been 
around for decades with con-
stant evolution and change 
backing its tracks. The Inter-
net opened the doors for this 
change, and with the creation 
of music streaming, those 
doors were blown right off.

Today, you can find more 
than 1 million artists online, 
and in that large group, you 
can find subgroups. A sub-
group that seems to have 
gained a lot of popularity re-
cently is Xanax culture rap, a 
genre where artists such as Lil 
Pump and Fat Nick use and 
promote Xanax in their music 
more normally than the aver-
age rapper. Xanax is at the core 
of these rappers’ identities.

With both of them at a young 
age, they have a lot of influ-
ence over younger listeners. Lil 
Pump is only 17, making him 
part of Generation Z, the gen-
eration of kids born after 2000.

This isn’t about what Lil 
Pump does though; it’s about 
the glorification of Xanax 
itself. While celebrity glorifi-
cation has always been com-
mon, it has been known that 
it can have negative effects.

According to the 2014 Mon-
itoring the Future survey, 13.9 
percent of teenagers report 
using prescription drugs for 
nonmedical purposes. While 
this includes other prescrip-
tion drugs, Xanax seems to 
be one of the most popular 
prescription drugs abused 
by teens. While rap culture 
cannot be blamed for this, 
it is an open stage for us to 

see just how much influence 
Xanax culture has gained.

The 2013 National Survey on 
Drug Use and Health showed 
that young adults were the 
most likely to abuse Xanax for 
nonmedical purposes. The rate 
of abuse for those ages 18-25 
is 10.3 percent, nearly double 
that of people ages 26 or over.

This glorification of Xa-
nax culture has been on the 
rise in recent years. Accord-
ing to a study by Acadiana 
Addiction Center, more than 
39 million Xanax prescrip-
tions were written in 2015.
While this itself might not 
seem like an issue, the study 

also reported that 16 million 
people were using Xanax 
and other benzodiazepines 
for nonmedical purposes.

That same year Iowa saw 
an influx of benzo prescrip-
tions. These prescription 
numbers rose from 14,000 
in 2014 to 15,000 a year later. 
Xanax itself accounted for 6 
percent of those prescriptions.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention re-
ported in 2015, there were 
309 deaths attributed to pre-
scription medications in 
Iowa. While the overdose 
deaths are down, overall use 
of Xanax itself has increased.

While this rise isn’t due to 
rap culture, and one cannot 
blame rappers for this in-
crease, what you can blame is 
the glorification of the drug 
culture itself. This needs to 
be a time of support, not 
a time to look for blame.

Xanax, while an effective 
medication, can be easily 
abused, and by glorifying the 
culture behind the drug, one 
is discounting those dangers.

If you know anyone 
struggling with substance 
abuse, please seek help at 
the nearest addiction cen-
ter or call the addiction 
hotline at 1-888-319-2606.
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Glorifying Xanax’s popular presence in rap culture discounts the dangers of substance abuse with the prescription drug itself.
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The closing of what many 
view as the Tippie College 
of Business’ flagship full-
time M.B.A. program was 
a strategic decision to shift 
resources and continue 
building on success, Tippie 
Dean Sarah Gardial said on 
Wednesday.

Gardial held a webinar 
to discuss full-time M.B.A. 
program industry trends 
and explain to Tippie 
students and alumni the 
reasoning behind the UI’s 
decision to close its full-time 
M.B.A. program. 

The program’s closing was 
part of a series of decisions 
that have been made over 
the last five years in line with 
the college’s strategic plan, 
Gardial said. Those priorities 
include becoming more 
market-centric, improving 
student outcomes, focusing 
on the college’s cores 
strengths, and testing the 
college’s ability to launch 
new programs with existing 
resources. 

Across the U.S., the 
number of people who 
have taken the Graduate 
Management Admission 
Test — a primary mechanism 
for admission into M.B.A. 
programs — has trended 
downward in recent years. 

In 2009, there were 130,000 
test takers, according to data 
from Graduate Management 
Admissions Council. By 
2016, the number of test 
takers declined to 83,000. 
The trend is not mirrored 
worldwide, however, with 
about 130,000 GMAT test 
takers worldwide in 2016.

The shift in demand 
extends beyond admissions 
— since 2007, the Graduate 
Management Admissions 
Council data show that 
score sending to specialized 
master’s programs rather 
than M.B.A. programs had 
nearly doubled by 2016 to 
more than 25 percent of all 
GMAT scores sent.

“… We’re starting to 
move into a world where 
people are looking for more 
stackable degrees … where 
they gather credentials and 

bits and pieces over time, 
and then they start pulling 
those together over the life 
of a career,” she said.

Instead of opting for the 
two-year, full-time format, 
Gardial said, Tippie surveyed 

693 undergraduate alumni 
who want to earn an M.B.A 
in January. Of that sample, 
only 7 percent expressed 
a preference for the full-
time format; conversely, 
82 percent were interested 
in online, part-time, and 
hybrid options. 

Enrollment growth has 
been limited to institutions 
with in the top 10 of the U.S. 
News rankings. Meanwhile, 
competition has risen 
with schools offering 

an additional 313 M.B.A. 
programs in the U.S. than 10 
years ago.

As the market dynamics 
for full-time M.B.A. 
programs have shifted, 
Gardial said, officials have 

made continual investments 
and improvements in the 
program since 2005. 

Investments in the 
program since 2005 have 
included increasing 
admission standards and 
simplifying the application, 
expanding international 
student enrollment, 
increasing joint degree 
options, and increasing 
merit-based scholarships 
and GA funds, according to 
Gardial’s presentation. 

Operating expenses 
excluding faculty costs have 
generally grown, though 
there is fluctuation from 
year to year because of 
changes in class size. In 
fiscal 2008, expenses were 
$2 million, and the fiscal 
2017 investment was more 
than $3 million.

Tippie M.B.A. programs 
also receive support from 
the UI Foundation, which 
provides a Tippie College 
M.B.A. Opportunity Fund. 
The fund “supports all 
M.B.A. programs, and will 
continue to support M.B.A. 
programs after the full-time 
program ends,” said Dana 
Larson, the UI Foundation 
communications director, in 
an email to The Daily Iowan. 

While continuing to 
dedicate resources to the 
program and generating a 
higher number of applicants 
over the years, Gardial said 
enrollment has fallen from 
about 240 students in 1994 to 
fewer than 120 in the years 
since 2014.

“We have an enormous 
amount of pride in our full-

time program,” she said. 
“… We have continued to 
resource this program in 
all kinds of ways and there 
has been — even with these 
declining trends over the 
last decade — there has 
been no loss of commitment 
whatsoever to this program 
at the University of Iowa.”

The college has lost 
money on the program for 
years, which Gardial said 
Tippie has been happy to 
do until recently. She said 
the decision was not a “cost-
cutting venture.”

“What has changed 
significantly is the strategic 
plan that has allowed 
us to see that we have 
opportunities beyond what 
our current resources 
will allow,” she said. 
“Increasingly the tension for 
us was coming up between 
the resources that are tied 
up in the full-time program, 
an undeniably shrinking 
market, and looking out 
at new opportunities for 
growth markets that we 
didn’t have the resources to 
go to.”

Gardial details Tippie M.B.A. program decision
Tippie Dean Sarah Gardial explains the data behind the business college’s closing its full-time M.B.A. program in a webinar on 
Wednesday afternoon.

‘ ... There has been no loss of commitment 
whatsoever to this program at the University of 

Iowa.’
— Sarah Gardial, Tippie dean

An ambulance drives down Burlington Street on Sunday morning after police responded to shots fired on the 
Ped Mall. Two suspects are in custody, and one has been charged with murder.

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan

One victim of the Ped Mall 
shooting on Aug. 27, Kaleek 
Asham Douglas Jones, 22, of 
Iowa City has died.

A city of Iowa City press 
release, has named one of 
three gunshot victims and 
announced the charges 
against the suspects.

On the night of the shooting, 
Iowa City police officers 
patrolling the Pedestrian 
Mall heard shots fired in the 
area of College and Dubuque 
Streets. Responding officers 
discovered three shooting 
victims at various locations 
around that area, the press 
release said. All three victims 

were transported to an area 
hospital for treatment.

Lamar Cheyenne Wilson, 
21, of Iowa City had previously 
been charged with three 
counts of intimidation with a 
dangerous weapon, and three 
counts of attempted murder, 
the release said.

He has now been charged 
with murder in the first 
degree. One of the previous 
counts of attempted murder 
was upgraded as a result of 
Jones’ death, the release said.

Donte Ronnel Taylor, 21, 
of Cedar Rapids remains in 
custody on the initial charges 
of control of a firearm by a 

felon, trafficking in stolen 
weapons, and carrying 
weapons, the release said.

This investigation remains 
ongoing by the Iowa City 
police I nvestigations Unit, 
and additional charges are 
possible pending the results 
of the investigation.

The police are being 
assisted in the investigation 
by the University of Iowa 
police, the Johnson County 
Medical Examiner’s Office, 
and the Johnson County 
County Attorney’s Office, the 
release said.

— Jenna Larson

One victim dead after 
Pedestrian  Mall shooting



then finished 1-of-2 against 
Northwestern, connecting on 
a 22-yard pass.

Hawkeye fans know how 
the 2016 story went — Stan-
ley leapfrogged Wiegers and 
earned the backup role, ap-
pearing in seven games.

Kirk Ferentz and his staff 
made their decision on who 
will be the starter, but if Stan-
ley struggles early on, don’t 
be surprised if Wiegers sees 
playing time.

Because unlike the past 
two seasons, there wasn’t 
a clear-cut starter to begin 
spring camp.

Sean Bock, 
reporter

Yes  — 
Kirk Fer-
entz went 
with youth 

over experience in deciding 
who would be the starting 
quarterback for the 2017 sea-
son-opener.

Sophomore Nathan Stan-
ley will take the first snap 
under center over redshirt 
junior Tyler Wiegers.

As a freshman, Stanley 
completed 5-of-9 passes for 
62 yards, but he has displayed 
great potential this off-sea-
son, showing he can run the 
show despite limited experi-
ence in his first season. 

At the Kids’ Day at 
Kinnick scrimmage on Aug. 
12, Stanley was unofficially 
able to connect on 13-of-23 
passes, totaling 153 yards, 
3 touchdowns, and no 
interceptions. 

The one thing that jumps 
out when watching Stanley 
throw is his arm strength. At 
6-5, 235 pounds, Stanley can 
make big plays with his arm, 
which will be necessary to 
keep a balanced offense. 

While all eyes are on the 

Iowa rushing attack this 
fall, the passing game will 
have to establish itself if the 
Hawkeyes want to be in the 
top tier of the Big Ten this 
year.

With his exceptional pass-
ing ability, Stanley can put 
the passing offense on the 
same level as the rushing at-
tack, which would make the 
Iowa offense very difficult to 
contain. 

Along with Stanley’s in-
experience as a starter, the 
wide receivers are also a big 
question mark heading into 
the season, which makes it 
hard to project how effective 
passing will be. 

If Iowa wants its passing 
attack to be a threat this sea-
son, I think the staff made 
the right choice in picking 
Stanley to run the show. His 
passing ability gives him a 
higher ceiling at this point 
than Wiegers and other can-
didates, which makes him a 
better option as quarterback. 

The Hawkeyes’ lack of 
scoring hasn’t been because 
of a lack of chances; this 
past weekend, they had 25 
shots in both games com-
bined. 

Some of the problems 
scoring may come from a 
number of forwards being 
relatively inexperienced — 
all three starting forwards 
were sophomores in the loss 
against Notre Dame.

The other reason for the 
lack of goals could be the 
teams Iowa has faced. Io-
wa State is a team known 

to focus on defending, and 
Notre Dame is a soccer pow-
erhouse.

DiIanni believes a num-
ber of things could be key to 
helping the Hawkeyes score 
more goals.

“I think sometimes it’s 
spacing, sometimes it’s 
making the right pass,” he 
said. “Sometimes, it’s being 

a little bit more selfish and 
recognizing that you’re the 
best player on the ball, and 
they need to shoot instead 
of pass, because I think our 
shot total has to be higher.”

One positive from last 
weekend was the Iowa de-
fense. The Hawkeyes al-
lowed just 2 goals, making 
sure they were always in 

the game.
Iowa sophomore goal-

keeper Claire Graves re-
corded a season-high 6 
saves against Notre Dame.

The Hawkeyes hope that 
tonight will provide a good 
chance for some offense; 
Southern Utah is 0-4 to start 
the season.

In the Thunderbirds’ last 

two games, they have al-
lowed 8 goals, while only 
netting 2.  

Tonight’s game will take 
place at the Iowa Soccer 
Complex with kickoff sched-
uled for 7 p.m. Following 
that game, the Hawkeyes 
will travel to Minneapolis to 
take on Cal-Santa Barbara 
on Sept. 3.
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Stone holding down the No. 
2 slots.

Taylor started 10 games last 
season and 14 in 2015. Aside 
from him, the only defensive 
back to notch a start prior to 
the season-opener is Jackson, 
with one.

As with any week, the 
Hawkeyes dove into their 
game preparations with great 
care. Defensively, faced with 
Allen’s arm and inexperience 
in the secondary, Iowa’s film 
studies heightened.

After all, Saturday marks 
the Hawkeyes’ first time fac-

ing the Wyoming gunslinger, 
not to mention the first major 
playing time for numerous 
defenders.

Preparations have yet to 
conclude, but Iowa’s defense 
has a grasp on what the Wy-
oming offense will throw its 
way.

Wyoming head coach Craig 
Bohl and offensive coordina-
tor Brent Vigen have North 
Dakota State connections, 
both having coached there 
in recent years. As Hawk-
eye fans remember from last 
season, the Bison toppled the 
Hawkeyes in Kinnick, em-
ploying a complex offensive 
approach of various blocking 
schemes and offensive move-
ment.

“[Wyoming does] a lot of 
motions to get you [off] kilter, 
to get you in the wrong plac-
es,” Ojemudia said. “You’ve 
got to see the whole picture 
when you play them … With 
North Dakota State, they did 
the same thing to get you in 
the wrong places, to expose 
you in that way.”

Former Bison offensive co-
ordinator Tim Polasek now 
resides on the Iowa coach-
ing staff as the offensive-line 
coach, giving the Hawkeyes 
insight into the North Dakota 
State coaching tree.

Even if Iowa feels as though 
it’s prepared for what the 
Cowboy offense will throw its 
way, Allen remains the wild 
card, possessing the ability to 

“damage you in a lot of ways,” 
linebacker Josey Jewell said.

“He might not be handing 
the ball off or passing, but he 
might be running. You’ve got 
to watch out for those aspects. 
The way he can play, he can 
damage you in a lot of ways,” 
Jewell said.

Allen racked up 3,203 yards 
through the air last season 
and tossed 28 touchdowns. 
He added 523 more yards and 
7 scores on the ground. The 
only knock on Allen lies in his 
15 interceptions last season.

A loss against Nebraska 
— Wyoming’s lone game 
against a Power 5 school in 
2016 — highlighted Allen’s 
gunslinger mentality; he 
threw 5 interceptions.

Outside of the loss to the 
Cornhuskers, Allen produced 
questionable decision-mak-
ing abilities, taking chances 
on throws to his receivers 
and providing defenses with 
chances at creating turn-
overs.

Even with the inconsis-
tencies, the Hawkeyes aren’t 
anticipating many mistakes, 
if any, from Allen.

“You can’t use [him taking 
chances] as an excuse,” Jack-
son said. “He’s a great quar-
terback. He throws really well 
across the field — out routes, 
deep routes — you have to 
stick to your keys and play 
ball.”

Pressure, whether from the 
defensive line or linebackers, 

forces all quarterbacks to 
make quick decisions, but if 
too aggressive, defenses may 
create holes in coverages, al-
lowing quarterbacks — espe-
cially those with Allen’s array 
of skills — with prime oppor-
tunities for big plays.

“You just can’t take a play 
off,” Ferentz said. “He can 
throw the ball down the 
middle, he can throw it out-
side really well, he can pull it 
down and run … If you’re not 
on top of your game with the 
rush, keeping your contain 
and those types of things, 
you’re going to get hurt, and 
then if you’re not covering 
guys tightly, you’re going to 
get hurt there, too. He’s got a 
great arm.”

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8A

SOCCER
CONTINUED FROM 8A

PCP
CONTINUED FROM 8A
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HAWKEYE UPDATES

ESPN analyst walks away
ESPN college football analyst 

Ed Cunningham resigned Wednes-
day, saying he had seen too much 
brain trauma occur on the field.

Cunningham said the final 
straw was watching former Iowa 
quarterback C.J. Beathard play 
until the final minutes of a 30-3 
Outback Bowl loss against Florida. 

After taking plenty of blows in 
that game, Beathard’s mobility 
was compromised, but Iowa head 
coach Kirk Ferentz said Beathard 
wanted to stay in the game.

Despite getting roughed up, 
Beathard went on to be selected 
in the third round of the NFL Draft 
by the San Francisco 49ers.

Still, Cunningham doesn’t 
understand why he was kept in 
that game.

“I know some of the coaches 
from that team, known them for 
years,” he said. “And it was hard 
for me not to walk down after the 
game and just say: ‘Dudes, what 
are you doing? Really? What are 
you doing?’ These are just kids.”

Golfers earn Big Ten 
preseason honors

Sopho-
mores Alex 
Schaake and 
Jack Simpson, 
along with ju-
nior Matthew 
Walker, were 
named Big 
Ten Preseason 
honorees on 

Wednesday.
All three played high-quality 

golf at the Big Ten Championships 
in April.

Simpson led the Hawkeyes with 
a 54-hole score of 214. Schaake 
also had himself a day, shooting 
a single-round career-low 66. 
Walker finished 19th at the tourna-
ment, posting a 215 54-hole total.

As with 
the men’s 
team, there 
are equally 
impressive 
accolades on 
the women’s 
side.

Sopho-
more Sophie 

Liu and seniors Jessica Ip and 
Morgan Kukla earned Big Ten 
Preseason honors.

While Liu 
led the team 
in the fall with 
an 18-hole 
scoring aver-
age of 74.8, 
Ip took over 
in the spring, 
posting an 
average of 
74.2.

Kukla had an impressive outing 
at the Hawkeye-El Tigre Invita-
tional, recording a career-best 71 
through 18 holes. The Winthrop 
Harbor, Illinois, native also 
notched career-best 36- and 54-
hole scores, with a 150 and 224, 
respectively.

Touchdowns For Kids
About a week after Kirk and 

Mary Ferentz donated $1 million to 
the University of Iowa Stead Family 
Children’s Hospital, a fundraising 
campaign for the hospital got 

some help.
Atlantic 

Coca-Cola 
Bottling Co. is 
now sponsor-
ing the Iowa 
Touchdown 
for Kids 
campaign. 

Iowa Touch-
downs for Kids connects Hawkeye 
football fans to patients and fam-
ilies at the hospital. It encourages 
fans to donate $1 or more for every 
touchdown scored throughout the 
regular season.

Last year, the hospital made 
more than $42,000, and it has 
made almost $400,000 since 2010.

“Hawkeye fans make Kinnick 
Stadium the best home-field 
advantage in the country,” Kirk 
Ferentz said in a release. “Univer-
sity of Iowa Stead Family Children’s 
Hospital provides children and 
families with the most advanced 
care available in Iowa. On Satur-
days this fall, we hope that these 
children can enjoy being part of 
the game-day experience with an 
incredible view of Kinnick Stadium. 
We encourage all Hawkeye fans to 
show support for these children 
and consider donating to Iowa 
Touchdowns for Kids.”

BY JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

Iowa soccer aims to bounce back from its 
loss to Notre Dame over the weekend in its 
game tonight against Southern Utah.

Head coach Dave DiIanni believes this 
game is a chance to regain a bit of the mo-
mentum his team had before the Hawkeyes’ 
loss on Sunday.

“I think this is probably one of the most 
important games for us,” he said. “Every time 
you have a game off a loss, it’s how you react 
to that. Our ball movement has to be fast, and 
our energy has got to be high. We have to be 
very lethal in the attacking area of the field to 
be able to score goals.”

In the Notre Dame game, Iowa had a few 

chances to score but was never able to get the 
ball in the back of the net.

“We needed quality in the final third,” se-
nior Karly Stuenkel said. “We needed to get 
the final pass and finishing. You can’t win 
games if you don’t score goals.”

Scoring goals is certainly an important 
facet of soccer, and after scoring just once 
in their last two games, the Hawkeyes have 
spent this week working on offense.

“We’re just trying to improve our mentali-
ty in scoring more goals,” sophomore Natalie 
Winters said. “I think the final hustle play [is 
the key to score more] and just always finish-
ing the ball when you have the chances be-
cause those chances won’t always come.”0

Iowa announced its starting quarterback 
on Monday.

Kirk Ferentz and his staff decided to el-
evate Nathan Stanley to the starting role, 
opting to go with Tyler Wiegers as the No. 2.

Two Daily Iowan staffers break down 
whether the starting quarterback decision 
was the correct choice.

Adam Hensley, 
sports editor

No — Do I think that 
Iowa made the right deci-
sion by promoting Stanley 
to the starting quarter-
back?

Yes, I do.
But I’m here to play devil’s advocate.
Wiegers has experience going for him. 

This will be his third season with the Hawk-
eye program.

Granted, Brian Ferentz will have a new 
offensive system, but Wiegers has a season 
up on Stanley in college. He redshirted in 
2014, but that time was spent learning and 
absorbing techniques on playing in the Big 
Ten.

Wiegers didn’t make any major mistakes 
when suiting up for Iowa in 2015, backing 
up C.J. Beathard.

He completed his first and only pass in 
Iowa’s season-opener against Illinois State, 
completed another pass in garbage time 
against North Texas a few weeks later, and 

BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Wyoming’s Josh Allen is the ideal quarterback 
prospect, oozing with talent. He’s got the size (6-
5, 233 pounds) and versatility (3,726 yards of total 
offense) to keep defensive coordinators awake at 
night.

He’s on the Walter Camp, Davey O’Brien, Max-
well, and Manning Award watch lists this season.

Kirk Ferentz even compared the junior with 
former Miami (Ohio) and current Pittsburgh 

Steeler quarterback Ben Roethlisberger on nu-
merous occasions.

Yet Iowa isn’t worried.
The Hawkeyes will be without starting corner-

back Manny Rugamba, who was suspended for a 
violation of team policy, and they will turn to un-
proven members of their secondary to fill his role.

Despite a patchy secondary, Iowa’s remains op-
timistic on the tall task at hand.

“I think it’ll be a fun challenge,” cornerback 
Joshua Jackson said. “I’m excited. They’re put-
ting him up there to be a top [draft pick]. It’ll 

be a cool experience.”
Iowa’s depth chart lists Jackson as the starting 

left corner. Sophomore Michael Ojemudia will 
take Rugamba’s spot at right corner. First-year 
Matt Hankins and redshirt freshman Cedric Bo-
swell round out the next two defenders on the cor-
ner depth chart.

The safety depth chart features Miles Tay-
lor and Jake Gervase in the starting lineup, with 
sophomore Amani Hooker and freshman Geno 

SEE FOOTBALL, 6A

SEE SOCCER, 6A SEE PCP, 6A

Sports
Hawkeyes primed for 

gunslinger QB
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Iowa soccer’s goal: 
some more goals Stanley 

the starter 
— was it a 
good call?

The Hawkeye soccer team hopes to celebrate more goals tonight after 
getting shut out in their last match.

Wyoming’s star quarterback, Josh Allen, stands between the Hawkeyes and their first win 
of the season on Saturday. 

Wyoming quarterback Josh Allen passes against BYU in the Poinsettia Bowl on Dec. 21, 2016, at Qualcomm Stadium in San Diego.

Tribune News Service

Paxton Corey/The Daily Iowan

Walker

STAT OF THE DAY

Iowa soccer’s next 
opponent, Southern 
Utah, has not won a 
game this season. Its 
0-4 record includes 
losses to Cal-Riverside, 
Boise State, Wyoming, 
and UNLV, as well as 
a 4-0 defeat in an ex-
hibition game against 
Utah State. 

Karly Stuenkel challenges Notre Dame’s Ginny McGowan for the ball at the Iowa Soccer Complex on Aug. 27.

Iowa named Nathan Stanley 
as its starting quarterback, 
bringing up one question: 
Was it the right move?

wins

THE RÉSUMÉ

POINT-COUNTERPOINT

2016 Stats:

Passing:
209-of-373
56 percent completion
3,203 yards
8.6 yards/attempt
28 touchdowns
15 interceptions
144.9 rating

Rushing:
142 rushing attempts
523 rushing yards
7 touchdowns

Receiving:
1 reception 
4 yards
1 touchdown

Season Notables:
334 passing yards against 
UNLV
4 passing touchdowns 
against Utah State and 
UNLV
5 total touchdowns against 
Utah State

Ip

Kukla

Ferentz



Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.
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The weekend in arts & entertainment

Nowhere is where

ityou find

Electronic music holds a renaissance in the “middle of nowhere.”

         BY TRAVIS COLTRAIN | travis-coltrain@gmail.com

Iowa City will experience an electrifying renaissance of 
art and history this weekend. Decades ago, when James Van 
Allen helped create one of the first analog synthesizers, he 
probably never imagined it in an electronic festival. Yet, 
more than a decade after his death, modern renditions of 
his synthesizer will boom throughout Iowa City.

The Middle of Nowhere Festival will open for the first 
time Friday. The festival is a celebration of electronic-music 
history, and it will host a variety of different genres such as 
house, techno, and experimental.

The festival will begin at 8 p.m. Friday and will continue 
through Saturday at several venues around downtown Iowa 
City, including the Blue Moose, Gabe’s, and the Mill.

The festival will also include visual art as well as other 
lighting-based productions, some of which will flow with 
syncopated electronic music. While the festival will feature 
some more well-known forms of electronic music, it will al-
so include some avant garde as well.

Co-director of Middle of Nowhere Phil Rix believes the 
styles of performance are perfect for someone who is look-
ing for something a little different.

“The Trumpet Blossom show is going to showcase some 
of the more off-the-beaten path style of electronic music,” 
Rix said. “It breaks the mold of what you call EDM but not 
the mold of what you expect to being able to dance to really 
good tunes.”

Rix said Iowa City has an unexpected connection to tech-
nological history of electronic music, because of one of the 
earliest analogue synthesizers was developed at the Univer-
sity of Iowa with the help of James Van Allen. A more mod-

ern rendition of the same synthesizer will be used by some 
of the artists at the Trumpet Blossom show.

The organizers want the community to recognize and re-
member not only Iowa City’s technological connection but 
also the cultural history behind electronic music.

History has played a large role in creating the festival, 
with many of the curators having a personal connection.

When Rix moved to Iowa City, he didn’t know a whole lot 
about electronic music. Iowa City at the time had a popular 
electronic scene, and it was through that he learned the ins 
and outs of not only being a DJ but what type of electronic 
music he liked.

Coincidentally, one of the festival’s featured DJs, DJ Espi-
na, was the first DJ Rix saw perform in Iowa City.

“What I wanted to do was gather up all the elements of 
all these different aspects of electronic music I had seen in 
Iowa City over the years as a sort of paying-it-forward sys-
tem,” he said. “For me, that’s also a large part of what DJ cul-
ture is about.”

Festival organizer Simeon Talley believes the event was 
built on top of that unexpected electronic culture. The festi-
val is a good way for not only fans but also artists to network, 
he said. But it’s about more than just networking. It’s also 
a good way to introduce new fans to electronic music, and 
also help older fans reconnect with the aspects of the music 
they felt had been lost in the new age of EDM.

“It’s about the technology,” Talley said. “It’s about the 
early roots of electronic music and the advancements that 
have been made. It’d be cool if we could revive those things 
we lost, that led us down a path creating and bringing to 

life this festival.”
It is not just about showcasing what Iowa City once was, 

it is about trying to revive it. The organizers hope this is 
gearing up to be a renaissance of electronic music in Iowa 
City, and they want to put the city on the map of electronic 
music, and with the lineup they have, they could.

The festival was built on those hopeful feelings, a com-
monality all of the organizers and many of the performers 
share. After all, the Middle of Nowhere Festival is the first 
solely electronic music festival in Iowa City, something the 
organizers are glad they could bring to fruition.

SCOPE general manager Alex Tang, among those excited 
by the festival’s promise, anticipates the actual happening.

“We are looking forward to seeing how this goes; it’s 
gearing up to be really cool,” he said. “SCOPE wants to test 
this electronic market and see what the future of it is in 
Iowa City.”

The name itself almost tests that theory. Talley said the 
name is a joke based on the idea Iowa is in the middle of 
nowhere. No one would expect a music hub in the middle of 
nowhere, but Iowa City is exactly that.

The organizers want the audience to be open to new expe-
riences, artists, ideas, ready to explore and immerse them-
selves in something they may not be immediately familiar 
with but would like to experience.

“I’d like to see the town come together and dance,” Rix 
said. “A large part of it is the community-building aspect. 
It’s also part of just keeping old connections alive but also 
introducing a whole new generation to this older style of 
electronic music.”
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WEEKEND EVENTS
  TODAY 8.31

  FRIDAY 9.1

SATURDAY 9.2

FILM
• EVERYTHING EVERYTHING, 8 & 11 P.M., 
348 IMU
• POWER RANGERS, 8 & 11 P.M., 166 IMU

It is an American horror film based on a novel by Stephen King, and it is set to be the first of a two-
part series. In Derry, Maine, summer of 1989, dozens of children start to disappear. A group of seven 
neighborhood children known as “The Losers Club,” bands together to stop a murderous clown.
The killer is based on an infamous history that dates back centuries. In this loss-of-innocence film, the 
children must face their internal demons while trying to survive. It won the Golden Trailer Award for best 
horror film of 2017. This film co-stars Jaeden Lieberher and Bill Skarsgård. Andres Muschietti directs it.

9/11 is an American film featuring a star-studded cast of Charlie Sheen, Whoopi Goldberg, Gina Gershon, Luis 
Guzmán, and Jacqueline Bisset. This film is based on the stage play Elevator, by Patrick Carlson. 
 The film takes place in the World Trade Center during the 9/11 terrorist attacks in 2001. Five diverse people are 
trapped in an elevator when the first of two hijacked planes hit. They must race against time to get out of the 
elevator before the building collapses. When the unthinkable happens, these people must come together to fight 
for their own lives and the one beside them.

— by Joshua Balicki 

IT

9/11

FILM

• OPEN MIC, 7 P.M., UPTOWN BILL’S, 730 S. 
DUBUQUE
• SUPER KING REZA & HANDSOME ASS 
DAN, 8 P.M., GABE’S, 330 E. WASHINGTON
• LIA MENAKER, 9 P.M., JOE’S PLACE, 115 IOWA
• FREE JAM & MUG NIGHT, 10 P.M., YACHT 
CLUB, 13 S. LINN

• MIDDLE OF NOWHERE FESTIVAL, 8 
P.M., GABE’S
• ’90S PARTY WITH PLASTIC 
RELATIONS & THE GENTLE, 8 P.M., 
YACHT CLUB, 13 S. LINN
• DJ ESPINA, 9 P.M., MILL, 120 E. 
BURLINGTON
• FOOL HOUSE, 10 P.M., BLUE MOOSE, 
211 IOWA
• SOULSHAKE, 10 P.M., GABE’S

FILM
• EVERYTHING EVERYTHING, 8 & 11 
P.M., 348 IMU
• POWER RANGERS, 8 & 11 P.M., 166 IMU

SOUR HEART: STORIES, BY JENNY ZHANG 

MUSIC
•TONY AND FRIENDS CHAMBER 
MUSIC RECITAL, 3 P.M., VOXMAN 
RECITAL HALL
• MR. RUSSIA, OTROS OUTROS, 
REMOD, 7:30 P.M., GABE’S
• SET FOR THE FALL, 9 P.M., GABE’S

SUNDAY 9.3

Marqeze Hondras
Junior, Astronomy Major

Tell me about your outfit. 
Relaxed and casual, just came out to 
skate and enjoy the day.

Who are your inspirations?
Malcom X. Normally, I wear all black. 
I’m washing all of my clothes right 
now.

Where do you shop?
Goodwill and Plato’s Closet.

Describe your style in three 
words.
Black Power.

 Thought to be American author Willa Cather’s greatest novel, My 
Ántonia tells the riveting story of high-spirited pioneer woman, 
Ántonia. The daughter of Bohemian immigrants, Ántonia endures a 
rough upbringing on the nearly uninhabited prairies of the Midwest, 
one plagued by poverty, family tragedy, and teenage seduction. 
Eventually becoming a wife and mother on a Nebraska farm, Ántonia 
goes on to play a large part in establishing her community. Although 
a fictional account inspired by true events, Cather’s 1918 classic 
beautifully articulates the crucial role of women in the European 
settling of the American frontier. 

— by Lily Goodman

MUSIC

MUSIC

• BRIGSBY BEAR, 3:30, 6, & 8:30 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• STEP, 6:15 & 8:15 P.M., FILMSCENE, 118 E. 
COLLEGE
• EVERYTHING EVERYTHING, 8 & 11 P.M., 
348 IMU
• POWER RANGERS, 8 & 11 P.M., 166 IMU

Joining the company of writers such as Zadie Smith and Junot Diaz, 
Jenny Zhang’s story collection depicts the everyday adolescent life of 
a Chinese-American girl. Her stories weave through generations and 
continents, from public schools in Queens, New York, to the streets 
of Shanghai, China, during the Cultural Revolution of the 1960s. With 
each story narrated by the daughter of a Chinese immigrant who fled 
persecution for being an artist in her home country, only to struggle to 
survive in the land of opportunity, the up-and-coming Zhang presents 
a darkly humorous, compassionate, and intimate look at girlhood and 
what it means to belong.

MY ÁNTONIA, BY WILLA CATHER 

PIMM’S CUP
Today on Drink of the Week, we are featuring Pimm’s Cup No. 1 and the Pimm’s Cup Cocktail.
Pimm was a farmer’s son from Kent who became the owner of an oyster bar in the City of 

London, near the Bank of England. He offered the tonic (a gin-based drink containing a secret 
mixture of herbs and liqueurs) as an aid to digestion, serving it in a small tankard known as a 
“No. 1 Cup,” hence the name, Pimm’s Cup.

At John’s Grocery, we love a drink that fits the season, and Pimm’s Cup is a great beverage 
to enjoy in the heat of summer. Pimm’s cup is refreshing, crisp, and easy to make.

There are several variations on the Pimm’s Cup but we made one with ginger beer, lemons, 
cucumbers, and strawberries. Lemonade or lemon soda are also great mixers for Pimm’s. It’s 
all about what you like to drink, so don’t be afraid to experiment.

We will need a glass of ice, 2 ounces of Pimm’s, 3 ounces of your favorite ginger beer. 
We like Cock and Bull; it has a great ginger bite. Add your garnish, we are using lemons, 
cucumbers, fresh strawberries, and mint. Gently stir together, and enjoy your Pimm’s Cup.

Cheers,
Pimm’s Cup No. 1 $20.99 750  ml Cock ’n’ Bull Ginger Beer $4.99 4 pk 12 oz.  Pellegrino 

Limonata Soda $3.79, 6 pk, 330 ml.

WORDS

WORDS

• PRAIRIE LIGHTS PRESENTS SEN. BERNIE 
SANDERS, 7 P.M., HANCHER
• “FASHION AS FINE ART,” VICTORIA 
ROVINE, 7:30 P.M., 116 ART WEST

• IWP SPANISH M.F.A. READING, 6:30 P.M., 
PRAIRIE LIGHTS, 15 S. DUBUQUE

FILM
• IWP CINÉMATHÈQUE, HINULID, 7 P.M., 
E105 ADLER
• WAYNE’S WORLD, 8 P.M., FILMSCENE

MISCELLANEOUS
• BOOK ART EXHIBIT, 40 YEARS OF WORK: 
PETER AND DONNA THOMAS, 9 A.M.-5 
P.M., MAIN LIBRARY SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
• KID ACE, MAGICIAN & ILLUSIONIST, 10 
P.M., CURRIER MULTIPURPOSE ROOM

MUSIC
• IRISH MUSIC SESSION, 3 P.M., UPTOWN 
BILL’S
• MIDDLE OF NOWHERE FESTIVAL, 8 
P.M., TRUMPET BLOSSOM, 310 E. PRENTISS
• FLASH IN A PAN & GOOSETOWN, 9 P.M., 
YACHT CLUB
• MIDDLE OF NOWHERE FESTIVAL, 9 
P.M., BLUE MOOSE
• MIDDLE OF NOWHERE FESTIVAL, 10 
P.M., GABE’S

WORDS
• IWP/WRITERS’ WORKSHOP READING, 
4 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS
• IMPROV CALLBACK, 8 P.M., PUBLIC 
SPACE ONE

WORDS
• IWP SHAMBAUGH HOUSE READING 
SERIES, 5 P.M., SHAMBAUGH HOUSE
• BACK TO SCHOOL IMPROV SHOW, 8 
P.M., PUBLIC SPACE ONE, 120 N. DUBUQUE

MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

• OUTDOOR YOGA, 10 A.M., BLACK 
HAWK MINI PARK
• SUNDAY DRINK SPECIALS, 11 A.M., 
BLUE MOOSE
• PEACE PRAYERS, 1:30 P.M., IOWA CITY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY, 123 S. LINN
• SUNDAY FUN DAY, 2 P.M., PUBLIC 
LIBRARY
• PUB QUIZ, 9 P.M., MILL

•TAI CHI, 9 A.M., PUBLIC SPACE ONE

DI

DI

DRINK OF THE WEEK

OPENING MOVIES

STREET STYLE

LIT PICKS

DI

BROUGHT 
TO YOU BY:

DAEDELUS

SASSY BLACK

BRENDAN HANKS

MIDDLE OF NOWHERE FESTIVAL

BERNIE SANDERS
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BY JOSHUA BALICKI
joshua-balicki@uiowa.edu

The Nix, by Nathan Hill, fol-
lows the life of a failed writer, 
Samuel, who was abandoned by 
his mother, Faye, when he is 11. 
Decades later — when his pub-
lishing contract is terminated, an 
English professorship goes aw-
ry, a video-game addiction with 
World of Elfscape consumes him, 
childhood burdens him — a viral 
video of his mother attacking an 
ultra-Republican presidential 
candidate is his only way out.

Through all of this dysfunc-
tion, Hill reveals the essence of 
our crowded, marginalized, and 
often-undesirable lives. 

In the year since its release, 
The Nix has been named one of 
the books of the year by The New 
York Times, NPR, Amazon, The 
Washington Post, Newsday, USA 
Today, and the Huffington Post, 
just to name a few.

A University of Iowa alum, 
Hill was inspired by all of the 
people, bookstores, and authors 
who had occupied Iowa City be-
fore him. He references The Dai-
ly Iowan as his first paid writing 
position and a vital component 
to his early success.

“Iowa City is such a great incu-
bator for writers,” he said. “All of 
the stories and legends who have 
been there … It just makes it feel 
like it’s possible because so many 
people have been where you are.”

He moved New York in 2004 
with hopes of literary success, 
but the city was not welcoming. 
On his first day, his car was bro-
ken into while he moved into 
his new apartment, and he lost 
three years of writing in the 
process. Hill was forced to start 
from scratch.

In this down point in his life, 
he turned to World of Warcraft 
for solace.   “The reason I was 
playing was because eventually 
I was good at it … My writing 
was getting rejected all over the 
place, and I was broke all the 
time. I could come home at the 
end of the day and fire up War-
craft, and I could relate to all the 
people in my guild.”

Hill set out to write a political 
short story inspired by the 2004 
PNC protests. Instead, it bal-
looned into what would later be-
come a 620-page novel. In fact, 
Hill wrote so much that he had 
to cut around 400 pages from 
the original manuscript.

“I never really expected or tried 

to write a novel,” he said. “I like to 
be surprised along the way. The 
way the shape of the book hap-
pened was the result of hundreds 
of small decisions in my writing 
studio over many years.”

After Hill moved from New 
York City to Florida and focused 
on the writing instead of pub-
lishing, the shift changed the 
course of his career.

Ultimately, it took him 10 
years to write The Nix. It was 
well worth the wait. Around the 
seventh year, those close to him 
began doubting the book would 
ever be finished.

Hill refuses to write a dead 
sentence. Instead, he articu-

lates stream of consciousness, 
switches character perspectives, 
hops from the fields of the Mid-
west to the streets of Chicago, 
merges numerous story lines, 
and uses timeless and alluring 
descriptions.

“The one thing that litera-
ture does better than any other 
art form is to give us a sense of 
what it is like to be in the head of 
someone else,” he said. “[Litera-
ture] is an empathy machine.”

He has constructed a novel 
that is satirical while it is heart-
breakingly intelligent while it is 
vulnerable and powerful while it 
is unsure and haunting while it 
is liberating. In turn, The Nix, is 

a great literary paradox that bal-
ances all forms of emotion.

“Our own habits and rituals 
create a life that seems inevita-
ble,” he said. “If your life, in any 
given moment, you chose to do 
the easiest thing, then a certain 
kind of life will surround you that 
almost feels like fate or definite.”

Over the course of the 10-part 
novel, the reader becomes pain-
fully familiar with these fictional 
creations. In truth, Hill is aware 
of what our country needs to 

hear. Whether we want to hear 
it is up to us. The Nix discusses 
topical issues such as social me-
dia, quick Internet fame, and 
political unrest.

“I wrote this one story once 
that made it to the CNN crawl 
on the bottom of the screen, 
and this big story had been re-
duced to one sentence,” he said. 
“Fast-forward to 2017, and it 
feels like one sentence is all that 
anyone really bothers to read be-
fore rendering a verdict.”
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Michael Lionstar/contributed

Former Hawkeye delves 
into American grist
One year after its release, The Nix, is considered to be one of the next great American novels, and author Nathan Hill is being 
compared with the likes of John Irving and Charles Dickens.
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Fashion as fine art: African Expression

‘13 Reasons’ spawns local discussions

Associate Professor Victoria Rovine will deliver a lecture at Art Building West to address the innovations and history of 
African fashion design. The professor hopes the lecture can set up a larger discussion of acceptance.

Various Iowa City resources host a discussion surrounding a graphic teen television series.

BY LILY GOODMAN
lily-goodman@uiowa.edu

The former African-art 
curator at the UI Museum 
of Art (1995-2004), Professor 
Victoria Rovine loves to study 
clothing, and she also loves to 
study African art.

“Fashion is the fine-art ver-
sion of clothing,” said Rovine, 
now an associate professor of 
art history at University of 
North Carolina-Chapel Hill. 
“Most people see it all the 
time, have opinions about 
it, relate it, and so I love to 
show people in the U.S. that 
Africans have sophisticated 
clothing and fashion that can 
reveal a lot about their histo-
ry and creativity.”

At 7:30 p.m. today, Rovine 
will present the Iowa City 
community with a glimpse 
into African fashion at Art 
Building West. The lecture 
will address the inventive-
ness of African fashion de-
sign and the history behind 
it.

Rovine has found Africa’s 
fashion production, both 
now, and in the past, often re-
counts vivid narratives about 
its history in addition to the 
global network of goods and 
images.

“These garments reveal 
profound ideas about chang-
ing conceptions of tradition 
modernity and the balance 
of these broad categories in 
contemporary African cul-

tures,” she said.
In her lecture, she will talk 

about the forms of embroi-
dery in Mali, the country she 
is both fond of and her pri-
mary research subject.

“Embroidery there is both 
traditional and modern,” she 
said. “It has a very long his-
tory. It’s always changing, 
beautiful, and intricate.”

It certainly is beautiful and 
intricate. The colors are often 
bright, and if not bright, then 
the embroidery exudes an ex-
quisite sheen that is hard to 
miss.

In Rovine’s 2011 journal ar-
ticle “Continuity, Innovation, 
Fashion: Three Genres of Ma-
lian Embroidery,” she further 
explains the importance of 

embroidery in West Africa, 
particularly when it comes 
to attending a wedding, reli-
gious festival, or an import-
ant political event. Rovine 
additionally notes that what 
makes Malian embroidery 
so remarkable is both its va-
riety and well-documented 
history, something that is not 
largely studied in the West-
ern art world.

Given the current politi-
cal climate and strife among 
specific groups of people in 
the United States, one won-
ders if sharing another cul-
ture’s art, art practices, and 
artistic history can help to 
educate others and create 
a more compassionate dia-
logue about ethnic and racial 

differences.
“I believe it’s more import-

ant for me to teach about cul-
ture than it is to teach about 
art specifically,” Rovine said. 
“But I’m fascinated by art be-
cause it tells us about people.”

“When you study art that 
may at first seem exotic or in-
comprehensible, you will find 
that it actually expresses fa-
miliar ideas,” she said. “Peo-
ple everywhere have the same 
concerns, the same aspira-
tions, the same love of beau-
ty, and all expressed through 
art. If we could understand 
this, we could relate to each 
other as people rather than 
just generalizing about those 
from a particular race, reli-
gion, or political persuasion.”

BY BRETT SHAW
brett-e-shaw@uiowa.edu 

It’s almost impossible for 
today’s youth to be blind to the 
devastations of bullying, sexu-
al assault, and mental illness, 
especially when these issues 
are brought to the forefront of 
youth television.

The Iowa City Public Library 
hosted a discussion addressing 
the issues of the popular Net-
flix Original series “Thirteen 
Reasons Why” and attempt to 
make sense of the show’s dark 
themes.

“Thirteen Reasons Why” fo-
cuses on the events leading up 
to the suicide of a high-school 
girl, Hannah Baker.

Hannah left behind 13 tapes 
that each detail a reason and 
person who she deems re-
sponsible in her decision. The 
reasons include false rumors, 
bullying, victim blaming, and 

rape. The show pieces togeth-
er this narrative of traumatic 
events that conclude with the 
final graphic scene of Hannah 
committing suicide.

The highly publicized show 
débuted this spring and be-
came an instant hit among 
young audiences. The show 
surrounding mental illness ac-
cumulated a massive number 
of fans who wanted to see the 
actors all over talk shows and 
magazines. People could not 
get enough of these 20-some-
things who portrayed the rivet-
ing and heartbreaking story of 
teen suicide.

However, this obsession over 
“Thirteen Reasons Why” con-
cerned parents and health ex-
perts. Many claim that the high 
production value, beautiful ac-
tors, and enticing plot structure 
led to a romanticism of mental 
illness and failed to address 
how to cope with the issue.

Many students were left 
feeling traumatized, and there 
were even instances of copy-
cat suicides. School districts 
nationwide, including Iowa 
City’s, sent emails to parents 
describing the show and offer-
ing guidance for anyone strug-
gling with the show’s explicit, 
dark themes.

“[The show] brings up these 
topics that youth and people in 
general are dealing with,” said 
Katie Ferring, a crisis-interven-
tion program coordinator at 
the Johnson County Crisis Cen-
ter. “But it kind of leaves them 
hanging there, so people are 
stuck with that without being 
able to talk about it.”

Others commend the show 
for opening a discussion about 
mental illness and depicting 
the harsh consequences that 
people’s actions can hold. Ar-
eas in which the show failed to 
explain mental illness can be 

brought up between parents 
and friends. This is what Iowa 
City organizations are plan-
ning to provide for community.

“Whether or not that you like 
the show, I do like that we are 
sitting here having this conver-
sation,” said Tristin Johnson, 
a health educator at United 
Action for Youth. “It’s giving 
us the chance in the work that 
we do as prevention educators 
to get people to talk about and 
relate to some of these issues 
— rape culture, slut shaming, 
suicide prevention.”

RVAP, the Johnson County 
Crisis Center, and United Ac-
tion for Youth have collaborat-
ed on a workshop that address 
sexual assault, suicide, and by-
stander intervention. The orga-
nizations will introduce them-
selves, present what resources 
they have available, and lead 
a discussion over one of those 
three topics. People of all ages 

will have an opportunity to dis-
cuss their thoughts on serious 
issues, using the popular show 
as a reference point.

“Unfortunately, it’s starting 
earlier and earlier than people 
expect,” said Abigail Lee, an in-
tern at United Action for Youth. 
“And if we don’t start a conver-
sation now about how to evolve 
the situation and lessen the dis-
comfort that is associated with 
even communicating about 
them, then things aren’t going 
to get better.”

Lecture

Where:
• Art Building West

When:
• 7:30 p.m.

Discussion

Where:
•Iowa City Public Library Room D, 
123 S. Linn

When:
• 6:30 p.m.

•Free
Admission:
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