
Piano Festival coming 
to Voxman
The Final Festival Concert: 
Festival of the Americas 
will take place on Saturday. 
The piano festival is a joint 
venture between the UI and 
the University of Antioquia 
in Colombia; it aims to bring 
two cultures together to learn 
from one another through 
music. 80 HOURS

Gustafson set to shine 
again

Basketball 
junior Megan 
Gustafson 
hopes to 
help lead 
the women’s 
basketball 
team to 
the NCCA 

tournament this season. 
The 6-3 forward averaged a 
double-double and led the 
team in points, rebounds, and 
blocks while starting all 34 
games. Gustafson was named 
first team All-Big Ten by both 
the coaches and the media 
last season. Sports, 6A

Trump tweets trans-
gender military ban
President Trump announced 
Wednesday that transgender 
people will no longer be 
allowed to serve in the mili-
tary. In a tweet, Trump cited 
“tremendous medical costs 
and disruption” as the reason 
for his decision. Transgender 
people have only been allowed 
to serve in the military since 
last year. Sen. Joni Ernst, 
R-Iowa, told The Des Moines 
Register she does not stand 
with Trump’s decision, saying 
that anyone qualified should 
be allowed to serve.

Ped Mall building up 
for auction
A three-story building on Col-
lege Street on the Pedestrian 
Mall will be put up for auction 
on Aug. 3. The building cur-
rently contains the Union Bar 
and Revival, as well as some 
open studio rooms. Revival 
signed a five-year lease at 
the beginning of the year, and 
Union’s lease expires in April.

 

Author to read letters 
to unborn daughter
Tim Taranto will read from 
his new book Ars Botanica 
at Prairie Lights today at 7 
p.m. Taranto, a graduate of 
the Iowa Writers’ Workshop, 
wrote his first book in the 
form of a series of letters 
to his unborn child.
80 HOURS, 3B

At the end of every July, abandoned 
couches and derelict furniture fill the 

street curbs of Iowa City, killing grass, en-
raging neighbors, and ending up in the Io-
wa City Landfill.

After living in Grinnell, Iowa, and Iowa 
City, Rummage in the Ramp founder and 

city Resource Management Superinten-
dent Jennifer Jordan learned “that the curb 
sides were teeming with good stuff when 
the leases change over,” she said. “Any col-
lege town has the same issue.”

As an intern with the city, Jordan joked 
with her supervisor that they should gath-

er everything up and hold their own giant 
garage sale.

Eleven years later, her vision became a 
reality.

Heath Brewer, the director of the Iowa 
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Rummage ramps up 
reuse, recycling

By LEVI WRIGHT
levi-wright@uiowa.edu

On Saturday, singer/
songwriter Elizabeth 
Moen will perform at the 
Indian Creek Nature Cen-
ter, 5300 Otis Road S.E., 
Cedar Rapids, as part of 
the  Creek at Indian Creek 
concert series.

Originally from Vinton, 
Iowa, Moen grew up lis-
tening to R&B and partic-
ipating in musicals during 
her high-school years. It 
wasn’t until her friends 
persuaded her to take the 

stage during open-mic 
night at the Mill that she 
started singing.

Indian Creek provides 
a different genre of mu-
sic each week as part of 
its summer concerts. The 
concert takes place out-
side in the Indian Creek 
amphitheater, where au-
dience members can ex-
perience nature and her 
performance.

“It’s fun playing inside 
venues where it’s indoors, 
but there’s some connec-
tion with nature when 
you’re playing outside that 

is really cool,” Moen said. 
“And the acoustics, I’m 
excited to see what the 
sound will be like outside. 
I’m from a small town near 
Cedar Rapids, so getting 
to play at these really cool 
venues, whether they’re 
newer or older, is cool.” 

Originally, she consid-
ered music to be just a 
hobby and pursued a ma-
jor in French at the Uni-
versity of Iowa with the 
hopes of becoming an En-
glish teacher in France or 

SEE CHINA, 2A

Agricultural 
delegation 
notes 
Chinese 
progress
The members of an all-Iowa 
agricultural trade mission to China 
covered beef sustainability and the 
trade deficit in a conference call on 
Wednesday.
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Elizabeth Moen stands in her home on July 21. Moen is an Iowa City-based musician who has been featured in festivals ranging 
from Mission Creek to 80/35 in Des Moines. She made her start in Iowa City some years ago.
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SEE RUMMAGE, 2A

By MOLLY HUNTER
molly-hunter@uiowa.edu

Members of the all-Iowa agriculture trade 
mission to China held a conference call on 
Wednesday morning to report their progress.

Those on the trade mission include Iowa 
Gov. Kim Reynolds, Secretary of 
Agriculture Bill Northey, Iowa 
Cattlemen’s Association CEO 
Matt Deppe, and Iowa Soybean 
Association CEO Kirk Leeds.

Reynolds said the mission 
has made it clear the Chinese 
are looking for a reliable trade 
partner in the U.S., and Iowa is 
well-suited for the job.

“They acknowledge that their 
middle class continues to grow,” 
she said. “That’s changed their diet; they want 
more protein. For instance, pork. They’re the 
largest producer and consumer of pork, but they 
can’t meet the capacity that they need.”

Craig Hill, the president of the Iowa 
Farm Bureau Federation, said Iowa has the 
opportunity to fill China’s need for protein.

“We cannot underestimate the magnitude 

SEE MOEN, 2A

By DENISE CHEESEMAN | denise-cheeseman@uiowa.edu

Elizabeth Moen will be performing as part of the Concert at 
the Creek series at the Indian Creek Nature Center. 

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
 Shoppers sort through used kitchenware, clothing, and furniture during Rummage in the Ramp in the Chauncey Swan parking ramp on Wednesday. Rummage in the Ramp is 
put on annually by the city in order to reduce the mass of belongings abandoned on curbs and to raise money for a variety of nonprofit organizations. 

Rummage in the Ramp promotes reuse and recycling of move-out clutter for a better environment.

Gustafson

• Since 2007, Rummage 
in the Ramp has saved 
approximately 250 tons 
of waste from the land-
fill and raised around 
$150,000 for local 
nonprofits.

When:
• Thursday-Aug. 3, noon 
to 7 p.m. every day
• 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Saturday

Where:
• Chauncey Swan parking 
ramp

Source: Jennifer Jordan

Event Info

Reynolds
governor

Iowa Politics
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as a translator.
Nine years ago, Moen 

started playing guitar, and 
two years ago, she started 
writing music as well. Her 

musical style focuses on 
slow and somber sounds in 
the folk genre. She started 
by writing about a break-
up and is now branching 
out to other meaningful 
relationships outside of 
her romantic life.

“I think what I’ve been 
trying to focus on lately 
is there are so many oth-
er relationships in my life 
that aren’t romantic, so 
I’ve been trying to focus on 
songs, in the perspective of 
friends, or family, or even 
passersby,” she said.

She is progressing her 
style to make her music 
faster with a more upbeat 
tempo while still having 
sad themes in the lyrics. 
Moen draws inspiration 
from the Shins to create 
happy-feeling songs that 
people can have fun with 
while also staying true to 
herself.

“Songs I listen to that 
really hit me the most are 
when I could tell the song-
writer was going through 

something, and they ar-
en’t leaving anything to 
the imagination but also 
a lot to the imagination,” 
Moen said.

Lindsey Flannery, the 
marketing and developing 
manager for Indian Creek, 
said the concert series 
goes on for four weekends. 
There will be two more 
weekend concerts after 
Moen’s performance this 
weekend.

“Our concerts at the 
Creek series go for four 
weekends, and our en-
tire goal for the series to 
bring new people to Indi-
an Creek Nature Center,” 
Flannery said.
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RUMMAGE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

IN THE MIDST OF HOT-DOG HEAVEN

Employees of Portillo’s in Chicago work in the kitchen on Tuesday. Founded in 1963 by Dick Portillo, the restaurant employs more than 4,500 people nationwide.

MOEN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

CHINA
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Valley Habitat for Hu-
manity ReStore, has 
seen the same issue with 
college towns.

“Obviously, move-out’s 
big,” he said. “People 
need outlets for things. 
We [the ReStore] only 
have so much capacity. 
There are a lot of things 
that we wish would get 
donated here, but there’s 
only so much space and 
so much time to get those 
items. It certainly helps 
to get those items new 
homes in one big swoop 
… Otherwise, most stu-
dents are just going to 
put their stuff by the 
Dumpster.”

The city has held Rum-
mage in the Ramp — a 
pop-up thrift store, com-
munity garage sale, and 
drop-off point for used 
goods of all kinds — at the 
beginning of each August 
since 2007 in the Chaunc-
ey Swan parking ramp.

This year’s event be-
gan Wednesday evening 
and runs through Aug. 
3. Anyone can donate or 
purchase items, usually 
for $5, $10, or $20, all 
week long.

Jordan said the goals 
of the event are three-
fold.

“It keeps all the stuff 
out of the landfill, it 
keeps it off the curb so 
it’s not causing neighbor-
hood issues, and it makes 
money for local nonprofit 
groups,” she said.

The ReStore is one of 
the nonprofits that sends 
a group of volunteers to 
work Rummage in the 
Ramp each year. All the 
groups split the pro-
ceeds at the end of the 
week, Jordan said, with 
total income averaging 
$15,000 a year.

“Rummage in the 
Ramp facilitates that 
opportunity for so many 
people to find some way 
to reuse the items they 
want to get rid of,” said 
Mary Palmberg, a retired 
volunteer coordinator for 
the Free Lunch Program 
of Iowa City, another 
nonprofit involved with 
the event. “And of course, 
for the people that need 
things … it’s a fantastic 
opportunity to get the 
things they need without 

spending a lot of mon-
ey. Plus, I love the part 
about keeping things out 
of the landfill.”

This year, the event 
focuses particularly on 
reusing items. A new 
competition, Rummage 
Redux, encourages locals 
to craft their Rummage 
purchase into something 
new. All entries will 
be showcased on Aug. 
2 during the Farmers’ 
Market, and a round of 
community judges will 
pick the winners of cash 
prizes, Jordan said.

“It’s a good opportuni-
ty for … people see that 
we don’t have to have 
brand-new stuff to have 
a good life,” she said.

The full schedule and 
list of accepted donations 
can be found online.

of this market,” he said. 
“China is on the road to 
improvement … in terms 
of income and their diets, 
improvement in their 
environment.”

It will be increasingly 
difficult for China to 
satisfy domestic demand 
as its economy continues 
to grow, Northey said, 
making trade all the 
more important.

The Chinese are also 
interested in exchanging 
technology and 
understanding, he said.

“They want to maintain 
the productivity they 
have, and they have some 
question marks with the 
way they’ve treated their 
land, their productivity, 
their arable soils, so we 
in Iowa are a powerhouse 
of production,” Hill said.

Iowa’s sustainable-
agricultural solutions 
have set an example, 
Reynolds said.

“I’ve talked a lot 
about [how] 86 percent 

of Iowa’s land is arable, 
but our farmers take 
very seriously the role 
of not only protecting 
soil health but water 
quality,” she said.

Reynolds said Iowa 
must continue doing 
its part in feeding the 
growing world population 
through natural-resource 
innovation and technology. 
There’s also been interest 
in Iowa’s ethanol industry 
and renewable energy, she 
said.

Moreover, Northey 
said, several Chinese 
government officials 
have noted the need to 
address the trade deficit.

“They recognize that 
the large trade deficit 
that the U.S. has with 
China is something 
that’s in all our interests 
to improve,” he said.

Northey said continued 
improvement will mean 
an opportunity for 
more trade with China, 
especially in agricultural 
products.

“Currently, there 
are eight entities … 
from a packing-plant 
standpoint that are able 

to import beef to the 
Chinese market,” Deppe 
said. “We already know 
that Iowa premium 
beef has initiated some 
importing process as 
well as Greater Omaha 
and Tyson Fresh Meats.”

Deppe said there’s been 
a lot of excitement about 
U.S. beef all around.

“As long as we can 
get the taste on the 
plate, we’ve got a lot of 
opportunity from a beef 
standpoint,” he said.

Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds speaks during a Johnson County Republican event in 
Coralville at the Radisson on July 6. Iowa Gov. Reynolds stressed the importance of 
the youth vote.

Iowa City musician Elizabeth Moen plays on the Nationwide Stage at 80/35 in Des 
Moines on July 7. Founded in 2008, 80/35 is held annually in Des Moines, hosting 
musicians from around the country. Headlining this year was The Shins and MGMT, 
along with Action Bronson.

Ben Smith/The Daily Iowan

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan

Concert in the Creek

When: 6:30 p.m. Saturday
Where: 5300 Otis Rd. S.E. 
Cedar Rapids
Cost: $18-$23

Ben Smith/The Daily Iowan

Apply online at daily-iowan.com/jobs

EVENT INFO
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developing even more 
and being able to see 
them come into more of 
a leadership role. I try to 
help [the team] as much 
as I can, and if the indi-
vidual accomplishments 
happen, I guess they do.”

Last season, the 
Hawkeyes made it to the 
Sweet 16 in the NIT; this 
year, the Hawkeyes hope 

to build on that postsea-
son success; four of the 
five starters return.

In order for the team 
to take the next step and 
qualify for the NCAA 
Tournament, Gustafson 
knows she is going to 
have to be even better 
than she was last season.

Since the season ended, 
she has worked tirelessly 
to push the team to reach 
that goal.

“I’ve been working on 
footwork,” Gustafson 
said. “That’s really im-

portant, especially when 
we’re coming across the 
lane to get to the other 
side.”

Gustafson has focused 
in on her footwork to 
help with her high-low 
game, something that fig-
ures to be a staple in the 
Hawkeyes’ new offense 
this season.

“We’re thinking about 
doing two post players at 
once inside,” Gustafson 
said about the offense. 
“That’s able to keep me 
down on the block, but 

then bring me out at 
the same time as well as 
getting high-low action, 
which is what we’re real-
ly good at.”

The new offense will 
showcase Gustafson’s 
tremendous inside game, 
which will be a huge step 
in the Hawkeyes’ quest 
for an NCAA Tournament 
bid.

In a normal summer, 
she would have been able 
to get some competitive 
action in the Game Time 
League in North Liberty.

However, because of 
the lack of players, Game 
Time was canceled. For 
the Port Wing, Wiscon-
sin, native, the absence of 
Game Time was defiantly 
something she missed.

“That was disappoint-
ing,” Gustafson said. 
“It’s great to see the fans 
come out and support us 
there.”

So she and the 
Hawkeyes have found 
ways to stay competitive 
this summer, including 
playing an extra scrim-

mage game every week.
“Normally, we’d have 

three scrimmages per 
week,” Gustafson said. 
“But now, we have four 
scrimmages per week. So 
we’re obviously trying to 
stay competitive. We’re 
playing better basketball 
against each other right 
now.”

Basketball season may 
be a few months away, 
but there is no question 
that Gustafson is ready 
for another breakout sea-
son come November.

GUSTAFSON
CONTINUED FROM 6A

for their coach and how 
they express that respect 
through their choices in 
extracurricular activi-
ties, which is something 
I hadn’t seen before. 
When I met the [rowers] 
and learned their differ-
ent types of personali-
ties, I knew they were 
my people.”

In her first weeks 
on the team, she was 
pushed outside of her 
comfort zone and into 
the small one-person 
and two-person boats 
that expose every fault 
in technique.

Koenigsfeld joins a se-
lect group of squad mem-
bers who have been train-
ing to race in the Royal 
Canadian Henley Regat-
ta, Aug. 6-13 in St. Cath-
arine’s, Ontario.

Without hesitation, 

she has surrendered to 
the sport and has seen 
progress consistently as 
a result.

“When you wake up at 
5:30 a.m. six days a week, 
it is easy to not want to 
get out of bed in the morn-
ing,” she said. “But when 
I arrive at practice, I am 
only greeted with people 
who genuinely love to be 
there. Their conversations 
are bright and entertain-
ing, not negative; I love 
that. This kind of attitude 

is what is needed to be 
successful in a Division-1 
sport.”

The concept of rowing 
intrigues Koenigsfeld. 
Because it requires im-
mense synchronization 
with teammates; it is an 
extremely team-oriented 
sport.

“It’s incredibly hard,” 
she said. “Which makes 
it extremely rewarding. 
Challenges make experi-

ences more meaningful, 
and rowing is the most 
challenging thing I’ve ev-
er done.”

The tradeoff between 
the grind and the prog-
ress isn’t all that Koe-
nigsfeld looks forward to, 
there’s a quintessential 
aspect of the sport that is 
especially motivating.

“I am mostly looking 
forward to spending time 
with the team,” she said. 

“[They are] so grounded 
and have worked hard to 
have gained their desig-
nated spot on the team. 
I want to see everyone 
improve. There is some-
thing special about going 
through challenges with 
people who are willing to 
work hard.”

(The writer is a member 
of the Hawkeye rowing 
team.)

ROWING
CONTINUED FROM 6A

over, I wrote these three 
numbers on the board — 
I did this with our staff as 
well — 50, 26, 10,” Allen 
said. “And I asked them 
if they knew what those 
numbers represented, 
and they didn’t. So I pro-
ceeded to tell them. It’s 
been 50 years since we 
won the Big Ten; it’s been 
26 years since we won a 
bowl game; it’s been 10 
years since we had a win-
ning season at Indiana. 
We’re going to accomplish 
all three of those, I told 
our team. If you don’t 
believe that, you need 
to leave. Said the same 
thing to our staff. I love 
them. I appreciate them. 

But I want 
a coach-
ing staff, 
I want a 
f o o t b a l l 
team, that 
believes.”

Indiana 
lost five 
g a m e s 
this past 

season by 10 points or 
fewer; three of those con-
tests were within 5. The 
final game of the season, 
the Foster Farms Bowl 
against Utah, served as 
a microcosm of its sea-
son — the Hoosiers lost 
by 2.

After taking a 7-0 lead 
in the game’s first min-
ute, Indiana slowly lost 
its early advantage, fall-
ing behind 10-7 before the 
first quarter concluded.

The Hoosiers took a 
1-point lead with slight-
ly more than 10 minutes 
remaining, but the Utes 
scored with 1:24 left and 
held on to win.

Indiana needed to take 
a step back and reflect af-

ter its fifth and final close 
loss on the year.

“After we kept losing 
those close games, what 
are we [not] doing that 
other teams are doing to 
win?” Scales asked. “Why 
can’t we win? It all comes 
down to taking care of 
ourselves. We have to be 
the best we can be, and 
eventually [we’ll win].”

Sometimes, leadership 
can propel a team over 
that final hump, and 
that’s what Allen stressed 
when he discussed quar-
terback Richard Lagow’s 
maturity and direction.

As a junior, Lagow 
threw for 3,362 yards 
last season and tossed 19 
touchdowns, solid num-
bers for his first season 
with the Hoosiers after 
transferring from Cisco 
Community College in 
Texas.

The interceptions piled 
up, however; he threw 17 
picks in his 13 games.

“Fundamentals were 
never really an issue for 
me,” Lagow said. “My in-
terceptions came on de-
cision-making more than 
anything.”

Ranked as the top 
pocket-passing junior 
quarterback by ESPN in 
his class, Lagow and the 
rest of his teammates will 
face an uphill battle in an 
attempt to break through 
mediocrity.

The Hoosiers face a 
daunting schedule this 
fall. After what Allen 
called the biggest sea-
son-opener in school his-
tory (Ohio State at home), 
Indiana enters a gauntlet 
of conference foes, includ-
ing Penn State, Michigan, 
and Wisconsin during a 
five-game span.

But facing the tough op-
ponents, Indiana boasts a 
strong roster of its own. 
Scales, Lagow, running 
back Devonte Williams, 

and cornerback Rashard 
Fant were all named to 
preseason award watch 
lists.

“People are noticing 
IU,” Fant said. “We just 
[have] to keep it going. 
It’s only the beginning.”

3 aces highlight trade wars before deadline
Three of baseball’s best pitchers prepare to themselves for some new homes before the end of July.

By JORDAN ZUNIGA 
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

One of baseball’s age-
old sayings is “pitching 
wins championships.”

So with the spike in 
offensive production this 
season, it should come as 
no surprise that teams 
have been honing in on 
pitchers as the trade 
deadline approaches.

Already this month, 
the Cubs made a move 
to bring Jose Quintana 
11 miles up Lake Shore 
Drive, a move that has 
paid off early for the 
Cubs.

By the time the clock 
strikes 3 p.m. on July 31, 
these three starters will 
have left their struggling 
ball clubs to join a team 
trying to capture some 
October magic.

Sonny Gray
There are three teams 

that seem to be in the run-
ning for the Oakland Ath-
letic ace: New York Yan-
kees, Los Angeles Dodgers, 
and Houston Astros.

Gray has had a sol-
id season, and he would 

instantly 
b o l s t e r 
any ro-
tation he 
joins; so 
far this 
s e a s o n , 
he has a 
6-5 re-
cord while 
p o s t i n g 

a 3.43 ERA in 16 starts. 
In his last three starts, 
he’s tossed a sterling 1.62 
ERA.

The Yankees make the 
most sense for Gray; that 
trade would probably al-

so include first baseman 
Yonder Alonso, a position 
New York desperately 
needs.

Also, Gray is only 27 
and under team control 
until 2020, which would 
mean the Yankee’s 
wouldn’t give up their 
future.

For the A’s, trading 
a package means they 
would acquire more pros-
pects for their rebuilding 
effort, and the Yankees 
certainly have no short-
age of those.

Yu Darvish
Texas may only be 4.5 

games back in the wild-
card race, but they have 
made it clear that their 
ace is available, albeit for 
a steep price.

With Darvish being a 

free agent at the end of 
the season, the Rangers 
want to cash in on his 

value.
T w o 

teams that 
a p p e a r 
the most 
willing to 
a c q u i r e 
D a r v i s h : 
Astros and 
Dodgers.

In the 
past, the Dodgers have 
been reluctant to make 
a big move at the break, 
but with the lack of recent 
postseason success, the 
Dodgers need to change 
something.

With the Dodgers also 
recently losing ace Clay-
ton Kershaw to the DL, a 
trade for Darvish makes 
even more sense.

They certainly have the 

prospects to make Texas 
happy, and Darvish has 
put the Dodgers on his 
list of teams for which 
he is willing to waive his 
no-trade clause. All the 
Dodgers have to do is pick 
up the phone.

Justin Verlander
During the past decade 

or so, the Tigers have 
been an elite team that al-
ways seemed on the cusp 
of a World Series berth. In 
2012 and 2006, they did 
make the Series.

Now, all their stars 
have either left or are get-
ting old, and the Tigers 
are mired in fourth place 
in the AL Central.

Which means the Ti-
gers are sellers this July, 
and they have told teams 
that longtime ace Justin 

Verlander is available.
Among the teams in the 

hunt for the 34-year-old 
are the Dodgers, the Na-
tionals, and the Cubs.

Washing-
ton seems 
like the 
ideal place 
for Verland-
er to land, 
which will 
give him a 
chance to 
pitch along-
side former 

teammate Max Scherzer.
With Bryce Harper and 

David Murphy becoming 
free agents after the 2018 
season, the Nationals are 
in win-now mode and are 
probably the team most 
willing to take on Ver-
lander’s enormous con-
tract for the chance at a 
title this season.

HOOSIERS
CONTINUED FROM 6A

Gray
pitcher

Darvish
pitcher

Verlander
pitcher

Allen
Indiana coach



By JACOB PRALL
jacob-prall@uiowa.edu

My father’s bachelor’s 
degree promised him more 
opportunity than that de-
gree offers any of us. His 
efforts guaranteed him a 
stable job and living wage, 
more than most universi-
ties can say for their stu-
dents. Jobs requiring more 
than a B.A. degree are 
increasingly rare, leaving 
low-skill work positions 
filled by overly qualified 
B.A. holders or ceded to ro-
bots. This is a problem fac-
ing the nation, and Iowa is 
no exception.

According to the 
Georgetown Universi-
ty Center on Education, 
68 percent of all jobs in 
Iowa will require educa-
tion or training beyond 
what Iowans receive 
in high school by 2025. 
Among Iowans between 
the ages of 25 and 64, 
only 58.1 percent have 
postsecondary degrees 
or other credentials.

Hundreds of thousands 
of Iowans will need to 
complete an undergradu-
ate degree to address this 
shortage.

The workforce crisis 
will leave Iowa woefully 
unequipped to compete 
in the modern economy, 

hurting Iowans across the 
state. To address the issue, 
former Gov. Terry Brans-
tad created Future Ready 
Iowa, a partnership be-
tween business and gov-
ernment leaders focusing 
on workforce shortfalls. 
The program’s goal is to 
increase the number of 
Iowans with credentials 
beyond high-school edu-
cation to at least 70 per-
cent of adults — mean-
ing 127,700 Iowans must 
earn credentials by 2025. 
Future Ready estimates 
that 41,200 of these cre-
dentials must be tradi-
tional students between 
18 and 25, leaving 86,500 
adults above the age of 25 
needing higher-education 
degrees.

When these new gradu-
ates enter the workforce, 
new pressure and com-
petition will be spurred 
in the job market. Those 
without degrees will lose 
their jobs to the overly 
qualified, and those with 
degrees will need to seek 
further education to have 
a competitive edge at a 
time when education has 
never been more expen-
sive. Our mission, then, 
must be to educate and to 
continue educating.

It’s a considerable task, 
and the state has put in 

place measures to help 
increase the number of 
Iowans with degrees. 
By changing Iowa pub-
lic universities’ fund-
ing models to reflect the 
number of native Iowans, 
the schools have an in-
centive to favor Iowa stu-
dents and increase Iowa 
enrollment. This method 
has its problems — few-
er out-of-state students 
means less diverse cam-
puses and less tuition 
revenue. It also focuses 
on traditional students.

To encourage adults 
above the age of 25 to 
come back to school, the 
state must make higher 
education easily accessi-
ble, financially viable, and 
clearly beneficial. One 
way to achieve this is the 
funding and developing of 
long-distance learning in 
its universities. Further, 
the state has to offer in-
centives to businesses to 
encourage them to invest 
in the further education 
of their employers. There 
must also be an informa-
tion campaign to make 
the value of education 
clear — many people 
believe that the cost of 
college isn’t worth the 
financial return. This is 
a generally incorrect as-
sumption. The return on 

investment of a college 
degree is significant, but 
the upfront costs are ma-
jor deterrents.

Above all else, the state 
must actually commit to 
investing in and improv-
ing its public universi-
ties. Decades of auster-
ity, spending cuts, and 
corporate culture in the 
state Board of Regents 
and university adminis-
trations have left Iowa’s 
public universities ex-
pensive and impersonal. 
Interactions with the uni-
versity can leave people 
feeling as though they’ve 
completed a business 
transaction rather than 
engaged in an essential 
institution that works to 
better society.

University of Iowa, Io-
wa State University, and 
University of Northern 
Iowa provide immense 
public benefit; they are 
some of our society’s most 
important public goods. 
Starving these institu-
tions will not increase the 
number of degree-holding 
adults in Iowa. Fostering 
their missions of public 
service and educational 
attainment is key to in-
tegrating Iowa’s public 
community colleges and 
universities into every-
day life.
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Only shame in shaming suicide victims

GUEST OPINION

Recently, the world 
learned of the loss of 
Chester Bennington, 
frontman for the band 
Linkin Park. His suicide, 
just a few months before 
Linkin Park was to go 
tour, came as a shock to 
everyone.

However, as a longtime 
fan of his, I wasn’t entire-
ly surprised. His lyrics, 
and even his interviews, 
point to his struggles with 
both mental illnesses and 
addiction.

Following his death, 
fans everywhere took to 
social media to mourn 
their lost idol. But not all 
fans expressed their sad-
ness in the same way.

Bennington left behind 
six children and wife, 
Talinda Ann Bentley. Ma-
ny complained that Ben-
nington was selfish for 
leaving them.

Suddenly, the dynamic 
changed. It wasn’t about 
remembering all the good 
Bennington had done; it 
became bashing him for 
not being able to live an-
other day.

This isn’t the first time 
a celebrity’s suicide has 
caused arguments online. 
Following the suicide of 
Robin Williams in 2014, 
people took to the Inter-
net to share their frustra-
tion in regard to him leav-
ing behind three children 
and a wife.

Not only is this be-
havior useless, it’s also 
dangerous. This is vic-
tim-blaming at its finest, 
something those with 
mental illness seem to ex-
perience a lot.

Mental illness is more 
common than most peo-
ple expect. According to 

a study conducted by Na-
tional Alliance on Mental 
Illness, approximately 
1 in 5 adults in the U.S. 
suffer from some form 
of mental illness. That’s 
43.8 million people, or 
roughly 14.7 percent of 
our population.

Also, according to the 
alliance, an estimated 16 
million people suffer from 
depression each year. The 
American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention states 
that each year, roughly 1 
million people inflict self-
harm, with 44,000 people 
losing their lives to sui-
cide each year.

Both Williams and Ben-
nington had depression, 
something they were both 
open about. However, in 
the end, neither could 
overcome the condition. 
A commonality among 
those who commit suicide 
is they are almost always 
shamed.

When people lose their 
lives to cancer, we don’t 
say they should have been 

stronger or blame them. 
We understand that can-
cer is a disease that has 
no true cure, and depres-
sion should be looked at 
the same way.

There is no cure for de-
pression, only medication 
that can help alleviate 
some of the stress. Ben-
nington’s death shouldn’t 
separate us and have us 
talking about what is self-
ish and what is not.

Instead, we should use 
that energy to recognize 
the signs and see where 
Bennington struggled 
and needed help. We 
should then work on of-
fering that help to those 
around us who need it.

This is a time for us to 
come together and learn 
the real warning signs 
associated with depres-
sion and suicidal tenden-
cies. Indeed, we should 
view Bennington’s death 
as a sign to become bet-
ter informed on suicide, 
self-harm, and mental 
health.
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Opinions

COLUMN

Call me Frightened 
Fran, Nervous Nellie, or 
Scared Sally, or all of the 
above. I do not care, for I 
am all of them. Our na-
tion is facing the most 
terrifying times. I am not 
a politician, only a rather 
watchful citizen noticing 
shocking statements or 
actions from our presi-
dent who does not seem 
to exhibit the qualities we 
need in such an important 
and demanding office.

Constant insults es-
pecially intended for our 
most vulnera-
ble citizens or 
his rivals, com-
plete lack of 
knowledge on 
his part of the 
workings of our 
government, no 
honest concern 
for anyone but 
himself, his in-
flated vision 
of himself and 
his negotiation 
powers. There 
seems to be no 
evidence of his 
willingness to 
assume the dif-
ficult demands 
of the job. No 
evidence of his 
studying the 
congressional 
bills or even the 
Constitution. 
He is the ulti-
mate example 
of a living narcissist.

He has managed to ir-
ritate and puzzle most of 
our best nation friends 
and woo some of our en-
emies, to say nothing 
of his lack of historical 
knowledge and how it ap-
plies to the present.

It is difficult to think 
back to a political past 
in which ordinary Ameri-
cans would wake up each 
morning and be alarmed 
when learning about the 
most recent inappropri-
ate overnight pronounce-
ments from our leader.

One of the most hazard-
ous concerns is his disdain 
and hate of the media and 
his attempts to clamp 
down on its ability to oper-
ate — such as cutting back 
on press conferences, or 
not permitting video, and 

constantly calling them 
“Fake News” until people 
start to believe it. Presi-
dent Trump needs to an-
swer for the accusations. 
We cannot allow tamper-
ing with the ability of the 
media to do their job. Our 
democracy depends on the 
media to keep the elector-
ate informed.

The whole scene is 
embarrassing, frighten-
ing, and dangerous when 
you consider how much 
he might be able to do. I 
tremble thinking about 

his meeting 
with political 
d i g n i t a r i e s 
from Europe-
an countries. 
They must 
be constant-
ly shaking 
their heads 
in a quanda-
ry over their 
friend, the 
United States 
of America, 
and its lead-
er, who is still 
trying to prove 
his ability and 
popularity by 
making exag-
gerated boasts 
of his “great” 
victory, his 
constant habit 
to knowing-
ly spout lies 
if he thinks it 
furthers his 

cause, his continual ral-
lies to feed his ego, and 
turning his back on Eu-
rope in his favorite desire 
to “Make America Great.”

How will he and Vladi-
mir Putin get along after 
all the accusations sent 
across the Atlantic Ocean 
to Russia? And still Trump 
has yet to criticize him.

What lies ahead?
Yes, Nervous Nellie 

says prayers that wisdom 
can prevail, dignity for 
all can return, and differ-
ences can be solved and 
war avoided.

— Joan Overholser 
Houghton, 1946 grad-
uate of the UI School of 

Journalism, Daily Iowan 
reporter and assistant 

campus editor from 
1944-1946.

Iowa to suffer workforce crisisNervous Nellie
COLUMN

TRAVIS COLTRAIN
travis-coltrain@uiowa.edu

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
State Board of Regents President Mike Richards listens to a speaker during a regents meeting on June 8. At the meeting, the regents discussed the creation of a Tuition 
Task Force that would convene over the summer to discuss the support the state Legislature provides the three public universities in Iowa governed by the regents.

The death of Linkin Park singer, Chester Bennington, highlights the need for our 
society to become better educated on mental health.

A shortage of educated Iowans means higher education must be more accessible.The current status of our nation is fear-
inducing.

‘It is difficult to 
think back to a 
political past in 
which ordinary 

Americans would 
wake up each 

morning and be 
alarmed when 
learning about 
the most recent 

inappropriate 
overnight 

pronouncements 
from our leader.’

— Joan Overholser 

Houghton
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By ADAM HENSLEY 
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

“We’re tired of being close.”
Indiana linebacker Tegray Scales didn’t hold 

back during Big Ten football media days in 
Chicago. Scales, along with his Hoosier team-
mates, believes that the program is there; the 
team has kept it close with the top schools in 
the conference.

It’s a matter of breaking through, as the 
team motto goes.

“The teams we keep losing to [are] close 
games — a touchdown, 3 points — how can we 
find a way to break through and beat them?” 

Scales said. “Instead of losing by 3, we [want 
to] win by 3.”

Indiana might just have found the coach to 
execute the program’s turnaround.

Tom Allen, previously the defensive coordi-
nator for the Hoosiers, moved up to take the 
head-coach position after Kevin Wilson re-
signed following investigations on his treat-
ment of injured players.

Right away, Allen challenged the team, a 
squad stuck in the realm of mediocre-football 
purgatory, with a concept.

“When I met with our players after I took 

By MEGAN SPRENGELER 
megan-sprengeler@uiowa.edu

The Iowa rowing team will add yet another stu-
dent-athlete to its roster for the fall.

Trading her running shoes for oars, Hunter Koenigs-
feld has decided to make the leap from the women’s 
cross-country team to the rowing team.

In her first year on the cross-country team, Koenigs-
feld enjoyed great success and thrived in the Hawkeye 
atmosphere.

“I saw myself improve immensely in my pace,” Koe-
nigsfeld said. “What used to be considered ‘fast pace’ 
changed to being painfully slow.”

Though she enjoyed the challenge of 
running cross-country at the Division-1 
level brought to the table, she needed a 
change in scenery.

The Cedar Rapids native was faced 
with recurring injuries, but that didn’t 
stop her. But in January, when she was 
hit by a car, she decided to hang up the 
sport.

Though she left the sport she once 
held so dearly, she found the transition 

to be enlightening.
“I learned how to be happy with myself,” Koenigsfeld 

said. “And I learned to feel good about myself through 
who I was, not how good I was at a sport. But I was 
still missing something. I missed being part of some-
thing bigger than myself. I have a desire to be a leader 
and help teammates [along with me] reach maximum 
potential.”

Koenigsfeld made the switch to rowing at a rather 
vigorous period in the team’s training, but she hasn’t 
let the challenges and obstacles defeat her.

“Overall, the team [members] have the right mind-
set when it comes to taking their sport serious-
ly,” Koenigsfeld said. “One impressive aspect of the 
rowing [Hawkeyes] is the respect that they have 

This past women’s bas-
ketball season, Hawkeye 
fans got to see the full 

potential of 6-3 forward Megan 
Gustafson.

She averaged a double-dou-
ble and led the team in points 

(18.5), rebounds (10.1), and 
blocks (1.3) while starting all 
34 games.

She was also able to follow 
her All-Big Ten Freshman 
Team honor by being named 
to the first team All-Big Ten 

by both the coaches and media 
last season.

But even with all the indi-
vidual accomplishments, she 
was more excited about the 
team’s progress last season.

“For me, it’s more about the 

team than anything,” Gus-
tafson said. “I’m just really 
proud of how our younger 
kids have developed. And just 
to be able to see them now, 

SEE GUSTAFSON, 3A

SEE HOOSIERS, 3A

Hawkeye Updates

Rowing
Iowa rowing head coach 

Andrew Carter has announced 
the addition of Natasia Giles as 

an assistant 
coach.

Giles will 
head to 
Iowa after 
a four-year 
coaching 
stint at 
Texas, where 
she spent 
her first two 

years as a volunteer assistant 
coach and then was promoted 
to a graduate assistant the last 
two years. 

In 2017, Giles led a 1V4 boat 
to fourth-place finish at the 
2017 NCAA Championships and 
helped transition athletes up to 
varsity competition. 

“I’m very pleased to have 
Natasia join our team this 
year,” Carter said in a release. 
“She’s been able to work with 
Coach [Dave] O’Neill and his 
staff at Texas over the past 
three years, and that’s terrific 
experience to bring with her 
to Iowa.” 

Men’s Tennis

Two Iowa men’s tennis 
players, Jake Jacoby and Jason 
Kerst, were recognized by the 
International Tennis Association 
for their academic achievement 
in the 2016-17 season.

To obtain the honor, the 
athlete has to be a letterwinner 
with a GPA of 3.5 or above. 

In the spring, Jacoby won 14 
singles matches with sev-
en-straight matches in March. 
The rising senior was also named 
an Academic All-Big Ten honoree.

Kerst won five singles as a 
freshman, three coming in the 
last four matches of the spring 
season.

Sports
Post time: Gustafson set 

to shine again
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Hoosiers tired of  
too many close calls

The grind, 
and beauty, of 
Hawkeye rowing

Indiana football lost five games last season by fewer than 10 points.
Hunter Koenigsfeld is one of two 
student-athletes to trade her lifelong 
sport for rowing this summer.

Alex Kroeze/The Daily Iowan
Iowa center Megan Gustafson spins for a lay-up against Colorado in Carver-Hawkeye on March 23. The Hawkeyes defeated the Buffaloes, 80-62, in the NIT.

Iowa junior Megan Gustafson works hard to top last season’s phenomenal finish and to help 
lead the Hawkeyes to the NCAA Tournament this season.

Ben Smith/The Daily Iowan
Indiana head football coach Tom Allen speaks during Big Ten football media days at McCormick Place in Chicago on Monday. Iowa head coach Kirk 
Ferentz and players Sean Welsh, Matt VandeBerg, and Josey Jewell represented the Hawkeyes.

SEE ROWING, 3A

Koenigsfeld
sophomore

By JORDAN ZUNIGA | jordan-zuniga@uiowa.eduGiles
assistant coach
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The weekend in arts & entertainment

Piano Diplomacy
The Festival of the Americas brings together the University of Iowa and 

Colombian students to learn from each other and grow as pianists. 
By LEVI WRIGHT  |  levi-wright@uiowa.edu

SEE PIANO, 3B

Colombian students and 
University of Iowa students 
congregate, letting the fast-

paced melodies of the piano bring 
them together in the Voxman Re-
cital Hall, where the vibrant red 
walls contrast with the polished 
piano black. 

The Final Festival Concert: 
Festival of the Americas will take 
place Saturday in the Voxman 
Recital Hall. The event features a 
standard repertoire ranging from 
the melodic and fast-paced mel-
odies of Bach to Beethoven’s full 
music that uses the scale of what 
the piano has to offer from the first 
A note to the last C.

The Festival of the Americas 
originated in Colombia, and it has 

become a joint venture between the 
UI and the University of Antioquia 
in Colombia. Réne Lecuona, a UI 
professor of piano, and Ana Orduz, 
the head of piano department at 
Antioquia, created the joint ven-
ture.

“We are hoping to give to our 
participants that careful one-on-
one attention that was part of 
the old European guild system in 
which you lived with your piano 
teachers,” Lecuona said. “You lived 
in their homes, and they practiced 
with you. We can’t do that nowa-
days, but this festival is like family, 
and it’s all about the study of music 
and all about supporting them 
becoming more beautiful, compe-
tent, and meaningful performing 

artists.” 
The two met when Orduz was 

pursuing a master’s degree at the 
UI, and Lecuona was one of Orduz’s 
professors. In 2014, Orduz invited 
Lecuona to Colombia to teach and 
perform. When asked to return, 
Lecuona invited the students to 
learn at the UI, and the festival has 
become an annual event switching 
between the UI and Antioquia. 
This year about 15 musicians are 
involved in the event. 

“[The Festival of Americas] is an 
incredible opportunity to pass on 
to a younger generation the artistic 
principles and truth that changed 
my life and allowed me to become a 
better musician, pianist, and hu-
man being,” Lecuona said.

The festival has new and return-
ing students from two different 
cultures in which students learn 
from each other, not only about 
music but also about culture, like 
when one another normally eat, 
work, and practice. 

“The festival is special to me 
because when I started classes two 
years ago, it was like a new version 
of music,” said Jessica Alarcon, a 
returning pianist from Colombia. 
“Lecuona is really passionate about 
music, and she transmits that pas-
sion to me.”

While in Iowa City, the musi-
cians stay with families in the 
area. The festival gets not only the 
players involved but the families, 
too, to learn about different cul-
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WEEKEND EVENTS

  TODAY 7.27   FRIDAY 7.28 SATURDAY 7.29

MUSIC
• SOUL SACRIFICE, 6 P.M., CEDAR RIDGE 
DISTILLERY, 1441 MARAK ROAD, SWISHER
• FRIDAY NIGHT CONCERT SERIES, 
WINTERLAND, 6:30 P.M., PEDESTRIAN 
MALL FOUNTAIN
• MARY CHAPIN CARPENTER, WITH 
EMILY BAKER, 8 P.M., ENGLERT, 221 E. 
WASHINGTON
• GODDAMN GALLOWS, 9 P.M., GABE’S, 
330 E. WASHINGTON 
• WINTERLAND, PLAYS JERRY, & 
GARCIA BAND, 9:30 P.M., YACHT CLUB, 
13 S. LINN
• SOULSHAKE, 10 P.M., GABE’S

OPENING MOVIES

DRINK OF THE WEEK

Atomic Blonde, directed by David Leitch, takes place during the Cold War. 
After an MI6 agent is killed while undercover in Berlin, things start to heat 
up. Based on the graphic novel The Coldest City, Agent Lorraine Broughton 
(Charlize Theron) must infiltrate communist territory in search of a valuable 
dossier.

ATOMIC BLONDE
An Inconvenient Sequel is the sequel to Al Gore’s An Inconvenient Truth. The 
documentary addresses climate change, demonstrating how it affects people 
today and what the future holds. The film follows the former vice president as he 
struggles to persuade leaders to take the climate crisis seriously, with the movie’s 
culminating event being the Paris Climate Accord.

— by Levi Wright

AN INCONVENIENT SEQUEL

FILM

• AN EVENING WITH 2CELLOS, 7 P.M., 
MCGRATH AMPHITHEATER, 475 FIRST ST. 
S.W., CEDAR RAPIDS
• NEW WEST GUITAR GROUP, 7 P.M., 
LEGION ARTS CSPS, 1103 THIRD ST. S.E., 
CEDAR RAPIDS

FILM
• HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY 
HALLOWS, PART 2, 10 A.M., FILMSCENE 
• BRIDGE OF SPIES, 8:50 P.M., PENTACREST 
EAST LAWN

The Emoji Movie takes place inside a character named Alex’s smartphone, 
where there is a whole world in which emojis live. The main city is called 
Textopolis. There, “meh” emoji Gene messes up his job when he makes 
the wrong face and is put in the losers’ lounge. He decides to travel 
to other apps in a journey of self-discovery with his friends Hi-5 and 
Jailbreak.

THE EMOJI MOVIE

I CAN’T MAKE THIS UP, BY KEVIN HART

LIT PICKS

ILLUSTRATIONS BY ZEBEDIA WAHLS

MUSIC
• DUSTIN PRINZ, 1 P.M., CEDAR RIDGE 
DISTILLERY
• JOHN LAKE STUDIO RECITAL, 2:30 
P.M., MILL, 120 E. BURLINGTON 
• TANYA ENGLISH BAND, 3 P.M., 
SUTLIFF CIDER CO., 382 SUTLIFF ROAD, 
LISBON

SUNDAY 7.30

STREET STYLE Zach Kriz, 
accountant
Tell me about your outfit. 

I’m just bringing classy back. I think kids that wear 
these saggy pants are just stupid.

Where do you usually shop?

Thrift shops. From my shoes to my head, I’ve spent 
about $16.50 on this outfit.

Where do you find style 
inspiration?

Dean Martin. I just got back from New York City. 
I think more people should try to dress a little 
classier.

Describe your style in three 
words.

Simple, clean, and calm.

Astrophysics for People in a Hurry is a New York Times No. 
1 Bestseller. Tyson recognizes that everyone is busy, and 
learning everything astrophysics has to offer can be a time-
consuming task. So Tyson breaks it down in small, digestible 
bites so readers can learn more about quantum mechanics 
and black holes.

— by Levi Wright

MUSIC

• HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY 
HALLOWS, PART 2, 10 A.M., 
FILMSCENE, 118 E. COLLEGE 
• THE BIG SICK, 1:30, 4, 7, & 9:30 P.M., 
FILMSCENE
• THE B-SIDE: ELSA DORFMAN’S 
PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY, 6 & 8:30 
P.M., FILMSCENE

Currently a New York Times bestseller, I Can’t Make This Up is a 
funny and inspirational book. It dives into the past and present 
stories that have made Hart who he is. It tells the struggles he 
has faced growing up and the way he was able to overcome 
them all while bringing humor to his less than humorous stories.

ASTROPHYSICS FOR PEOPLE IN A 
HURRY, BY NEIL DEGRASSE TYSON

The Paloma is a great summer and hot-weather cocktail made with 
tequila or mezcal and grapefruit juice. It’s crisp and refreshing and simple 
to make. 

The origin of the Paloma is a bit undocumented. Some credit the 
legendary Don Javier Delgado Corona, the owner of the beloved La Camilla 
bar in the town of Tequila, Jalisco, Mexico. Since Corona is also credited 
with creating another soda-based tequila cocktail, the Batanga (Coca-Cola, 
tequila, and lime juice),  it seems plausible that was the point of origin.

Pour some kosher salt on a plate. Rub half of rim of a highball glass with 
grapefruit wedge; dip rim of glass in salt. Combine grapefruit juice, lime 
juice, and sugar in glass; stir until sugar is dissolved. Stir in mezcal, add ice, 
and top off with club soda. Garnish with a grapefruit wedge.

  — by Develin Matthews

General Manager of John’s Grocery

WORD
• “LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS,” 
TIM TARANTO, NONFICTION, 7 P.M., 
PRAIRIE LIGHTS, 15 S. DUBUQUE

FILM
• HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY 
HALLOWS, PART 2, 10 A.M., FILMSCENE 
• THE FIFTH ELEMENT, 8 P.M. FILMSCENE 
ROOFTOP

THEATER
• THE WIZARD OF OZ — YOUNG 
PERFORMERS EDITION, 7:30 P.M., RICH 
HERITAGE OF CEDAR RAPIDS THEATER, 
THE VILLAGE, 45 16TH AVE. S.W. 
• OUTSIDERS, 8 P.M., GIVING TREE 
THEATER, 752 10TH ST., MARION
• CHRISTINE STEDMAN, WITH JIMMY 
ROBERSON, 8 P.M., PENGUIN’S COMEDY 
CLUB, 208 SECOND AVE. S.E., CEDAR 
RAPIDS

MUSIC
• FINAL FESTIVAL CONCERT: 
FESTIVAL OF THE AMERICAS, 6:30 
P.M., VOXMAN RECITAL HALL
• THE CARPENTERS ONCE MORE, 7:30 
P.M., OLD CREAMERY THEATER, 39 38TH 
AVE., AMANA

THEATER
• OUTSIDERS, 8 P.M., GIVING TREE 
THEATER THEATER

• OUTSIDERS, 1 P.M., GIVING TREE 
THEATER
• THE WIZARD OF OZ — YOUNG 
PERFORMERS EDITION, 2 P.M. 

WORD
• RUMMAGE IN THE RAMP, NOON-7 
P.M., CHAUNCEY SWAN PARKING RAMP

• NEW CLASS: BEADED HEADBAND, 
10 A.M., BEADOLOGY, 220 E. 
WASHINGTON
• RUMMAGE IN THE RAMP, NOON-7 
P.M., CHAUNCEY SWAN PARKING RAMP

DI MISCELLANEOUS
WORDS
• OUTDOOR YOGA, WITH HOT 
HOUSE, 10 A.M., BLACK HAWK MINI 
PARK
• PUB QUIZ, 9 P.M., MILL

WORD
• SHAKESPEARE COMMUNITY 
READING, 2 P.M., UPTOWN BILL’S, 730 
S. DUBUQUE 

• RUMMAGE IN THE RAMP, 7:30 A.M.-
7:30 P.M., CHAUNCEY SWAN PARKING 
RAMP
• NEW CLASS: TWIN TRACKS 
BRACELET, 10 A.M., BEADOLOGY 

DI MISCELLANEOUS

PALOMA 
BROUGHT TO 

YOU BY:



By LEVI WRIGHT
levi-wright@uiowa.edu

Today, Tim Taranto will 
read from his new book, 
Ars Botanica, at Prairie 
Lights, 15 S. Dubuque 
St. Ars Botanica is al-
so Taranto’s first book, 
which takes a series 
of letters that Taranto 
wrote to his unborn child 
and compiles them into a 
collection.

Taranto is a graduate of 
the Iowa Writers’ Work-
shop. While at the Work-
shop, he studied under 
Ethan Canin, the F. Wen-
dell Miller professor.

“Tim has improved as 
much as any writer I’ve 
had in the last 20 years 
of teaching here in the 
Workshop,” Canin said. 
“He came in talented but 
unformed. He came out 
of this place on a roll. 
I’ve only taught four or 
five students who have 

learned as much as Tim 
in my 20 years.”

Canin said Taranto’s 
books create a sense of 
empathy for human expe-
riences through his vast 
worldly struggles, which 
creates a huge diversity 
of characters. Taranto be-
comes his characters and 
takes on their point of 
view, bringing his linguis-
tic talents to them.

“He’s not a polished 
type of writer,” Canin 
said. “I would say [his 
work] is powerful, it’s am-
bitious, it’s heartfelt, and 
it’s raw,”

Taranto aims to make 
his writing feel like 
thoughts for his readers. 
He strives to make his 
writing a representation 
of who he is by viewing 
the process of reading his 
book as time spent with 
the person. He says he 
has moved his interest 
from formal writing to 

becoming more concerned 
with writing feeling and 
human emotion. 

“I hope my writing 
sounds like me, feels like 
me, and thinks like me,” 
Taranto said. “I hope 
there is some real, au-
thentic connection be-
tween reading my writing 
on the page and what it 
feels like to be my friend 
or have a conversation.”

“[Ars Botanica is] an un-
even, often heart-wrench-
ing attempt at resolv-
ing a personal struggle 
through art but also a 
sobering consideration of 
how things happen — or 
don’t,” the Kirkus Review 
wrote.

For the reading, Taran-
to will try to pick some-
thing that represents the 
essence of the book. His is 
a sad book, but it also fea-
tures humor, and Taranto 
will try to present that in 
his reading.

“I hope there’s some-
thing rewarding for them 
to go to the reading,” 
Taranto said. “Going to a 
reading is different than 
reading a book. I hope go-
ing to reading gives the 
people going to Prairie 
Lights a little something 
more that they couldn’t 
have gotten by reading it.”

Taranto aims to make 
himself vulnerable in his 
writing and tell it honest-
ly. He views the process 
of writing this book as 
something that has made 
him truly vulnerable and 
thinks that is why people 
have responded the way 
they have.

“I wish I wrote this 
book under better cir-
cumstances,” Taranto 
said. “I wish I wrote this 
book when I was ecstatic 
and so full of joy that I 
had nothing else to do but 
write a book that could 
contain all of my joy. I 

wish that were the book 
I wrote. Instead, I wrote 
this book as a record of 
crushing brief of incon-
solable sadness. I was 
going through a really 
hard time. I didn’t know 
what to do, so I made a 

record of it through art 
as an attempt that if I 
survived it, to look back 
and see what was actual-
ly happening.

“Nobody’s heart broke 
like mine, but everybody’s 
heart does break,” he said.
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PIANO
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Final Festival

Where: Voxman Recital Hall
When: 6:30 p.m. Saturday
Cost: Free

Event Info
“Families throughout 

Coralville and Iowa 
City open their homes 
to the international 
participants, and many of 
those relationships forged 
years ago continue to this 

day,” Lecuona said.
The festival serves as 

foundation for students. 
They practice for two 
weeks, focusing on 
processing the sound and 
structure of music. 

“We wanted a space that 
focused on musicianship, 
artistry, and process,” 
Orduz said. “Those are the 

three words that inspired 
us to create this festival. 
A lot of festivals are about 
one of them but not about 
the three together.” 

The musical differences 
from each culture coming 
together show musicians 
a new way to look at 
music. The two cultures 
are unique in the way the 

piano is played, because of 
the varying accompanying 
instruments. Colombian 
music might include the 
Colombian tiple, a type of 
guitar, where music in the 
United States will use a 
classical guitar.

“I think music is like a 
language,” Alarcon said. 
“You can go to any place 

in the world, and you can 
talk with music. When 
I came two years ago, 
my English was terrible, 
but that didn’t matter 
because I can understand 
what the teachers have to 
say to me and I can play, 
and I didn’t have the same 
language as the teachers 
and classmates. For me 

it’s special, it’s universal.”

Writing through inconsolable sadness
Tim Taranto uses his first book Ars Botanica to compile letters to an unborn daughter in a way to reconcile with his loss.
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Daily Break

Want to be featured for a day or sponsor a feature? 
Contact Renee Manders at 319-335-5193 or Bev Mrstik at 319-335-5792 to find out how.
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