
Shared efforts to address the trend of 
state disinvestment in higher educa-
tion have been put on hold, it seems 

for some state legislators. 
On Monday, the state Board of Regents 

canceled the first of four scheduled meet-
ings of its Tuition Task Force that had been 
set to take place in Des Moines on July 20.

“We are disappointed that the Tuition 
Task Force meeting with legislative and 
economic stakeholders could not be ar-
ranged,” said University of Iowa Student 
Government President Jacob Simpson and 
Vice President Lilian Sanchéz in an email 
to The Daily Iowan. “However, we look for-
ward to participating in the University of 

Iowa campus listening session. We encour-
age all students to stay informed and en-
gage in the work of the Tuition Task Force.”

Former Regent President Bruce Rastetter 
hinted at the task force’s formation at the 
regents’ April meeting. He said the mission 

Ernst, Grassley vote to 
debate health bill

Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, and 
Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, 
both voted on Tuesday to 
begin debate on repealing 
and replacing the Affordable 
Care Act.

 In a statement issued by 
Ernst’s office on Tuesday, she 
said the vote is a significant 
step forward in repealing and 
replacing Obamacare. 

“For years, I have heard 
from Iowans who are 
struggling under the weight 
of Obamacare and are 
looking for affordable and 
patient-centered health-care 

solutions,” 
Ernst said. 
“The reality 
in our state 
is that con-
tinuing the 
status quo 
isn’t an op-
tion because 
Obamacare is 

unsustainable.” 
Grassley’s office also 

issued a statement following 
Tuesday’s vote.

 “Now that we’ve opened 
the debate, all 100 senators 
have the chance to debate the 
issue and offer their amend-
ments and ideas,” Grassley 
said. “Each senator can decide 
how to vote, based on the final 
bill and how it’s amended. 

The Senate 
process 
should work 
this way for 
the benefit 
of the Ameri-
can people.”

 Grassley 
said the ACA 
has caused 

high premiums and insurance 
rates that most people find 
unaffordable.

 Ernst kept the focus on 
Iowans in her statement.

 “I will not stand by and 
do nothing while Iowans in 
the individual market have 
seen their choices vanish and 
will likely see a massive rate 
increase,” Ernst said. 

Wellmark and Aetna have 
both announced they will be 
drawing out of Iowa’s individ-
ual health-insurance market 
in 2018. Medica has said it will 
remain in the market, but it 
has requested a 43 percent 
rate increase to do so. 

Harbaugh headlines 
media day
Michigan head coach Jim 
Harbaugh, who spoke at the 
Big Ten media days in Chicago  
on Tuesday, said the young 
group of Wolverines has 
unfinished business on the 
field. The Wolverines will have 
to be quick learners — they 
face Florida in the first week. 
Last year’s leading receivers 
Amara Darboh, Jake Butt, and 
Jehu Chesson are all in the 
NFL now, and leading rusher 
De’Veon Smith is gone as 
well. Sports, 8

I-80 may see 
improvements
The Iowa Department of 
Transportation is considering 
updating I-80. Changes may 
include truck-only lanes and 
more lanes in busy areas. The 
interstate runs east and west 
across the state, leading trav-
elers to Omaha, Des Moines, 
Iowa City, and Davenport.
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Missed tuition meeting 
disappoints many

By MOLLY HUNTER 
molly-hunter@uiowa.edu

The Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources has 
launched a new locally 
based volunteer program 
for monitoring water 
quality.

The new program 
aims to replace Iowa’s 
volunteer water-quality-
monitoring program 
IOWATER, which started 
in 1998.

“While volunteer wa-
ter monitoring has been 
a component of the DNR 
since 1998, this program 
will shift to a locally led 
focus to better serve part-
ner communities, organi-

zations, and citizens,” the 
DNR said in a June 20 
press release.

Steve Konrady, a DNR 
program planner, said the 
program shift is a response 
to staffing issues caused 
when the coordinator of 
the IOWATER project left 
and the natural-resources 
agency was unable to find 
a replacement.

Konrady said dele-
gating responsibility for 
monitoring efforts to lo-
cal agencies through the 
new program should help 
fill the gap.

The new program 
should also resolve issues 
with the IOWATER data-
base, which hasn’t been 

updated for approximate-
ly two years because of 
budget issues, Konrady 
said. The DNR hopes peo-
ple choose to make their 
data publicly available 
through the EPA’s more 
robust system.

Konrady said the DNR 
is focused on shifting peo-
ple to the new program.

“We hope that existing 
volunteers, if they’re still 
active, get connected with 
a local project,” he said.

There isn’t an existing 
database of watershed 
projects in the state, but 
Konrady said the DNR is 
working to create one.

SEE LGBTQ, 2

Report: 
District lags 
on LGBTQ
LGBTQ students face challenges in 
belonging, a report delivered to the 
Iowa City School Board shows.
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Jim Geerdes/The Daily Iowan
The Iowa River is seen on Tuesday evening. The DNR recently announced the launch of a program that would localize volunteer 
water-quality monitoring in Iowa. 

News
To Know

SEE TUITION, 2

By MADELINE DENINGER
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

 There is evidence showing a disparity in 
comfort and safety between LGBTQ students 
and non-LGBTQ students in the Iowa City 
School District, according to a report delivered 
to the School Board.

The board met Tuesday night at the Educa-
tional Services Center, 1725 N. Dodge St., and 
received a report containing data regarding 
LGBTQ student identities and demographics 
in the district as well as attitudes and beliefs 
of LGBTQ students.

The report also provided recommendations 
about actions the district could take to be 
more inclusive for LGBTQ students. One such 
recommendation was to “provide professional 
development opportunities for all [district] ed-
ucators and student support staff on LGBTQ 
identity, experience, and inclusion.”

Another recommendation was to gradually 
integrate LGBTQ material into the district’s 
curricula and build upon that.

The data, provided by the University of Iowa 
Public Policy Center, pointed out a disparity 
between LGBTQ and non-LGBTQ students in 
the district in such areas as comfort talking to 
teachers and guidance counselors and feeling 
a sense of belonging and safety.

In one survey of district students, 31 per-
cent of students who identify as gay, lesbian, 
or bisexual felt safe in school hallways and 
bathrooms, as opposed to 51 percent of their 
straight peers.

“We know from several different national 
surveys that LGBTQ students feel less 
included in school in various ways, that 
they have greater rates of reporting being 
victimized, and having lower levels of school 
staff,” said Sarah Bruch, the director of 
the Social and Education Policy Research 

SEE DNR, 2

By MARISSA PAYNE | marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

In response to budget cuts and staff reductions, the Iowa DNR 
has announced a new volunteer water-quality-monitoring 
program at the local level.

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
UI President Bruce Harreld addresses Tuition Task Force Chair Larry McKibben during a state Board of Regents’ meeting on June 8. The regents decided to cancel the first of four meetings for the task forcew, which was 
scheduled to take place in Des Moines on July 20.

Ernst

State legislators react to the regents’ decision not to reschedule the first Tuition Task Force meeting.

Grassley
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“That might take a 
while,” he said. “We’d be 
talking next year as far 
when we’d know a sum-
mary of what groups are 
active.”

For now, the DNR di-
rects people to other lists of 
watershed projects in the 
state through its volunteer 
monitoring website.

Many different groups 
can take over locally co-
ordinated water-monitor-
ing efforts, Konrady said.

“It can be a watershed 
project, a watershed 
management authority, 
a county conservation 
board, a city group that’s 
looking to do this, a uni-
versity,” he said.

Konrady said the DNR 

expects turning the 
program over to local 
agencies will make wa-
ter-quality-monitoring 
efforts more sustainable 
and give volunteers more 
flexibility and ownership 
over the data they collect.

Otherwise, he said, 
not much will change in 
terms of the work that’s 
done.

“The DNR will provide 
locally led project leaders 
with training if needed, 
and then local volunteers 
will get trained by and 
work with those leaders 
on sampling coordination 
and data reporting,” said 
the DNR press release.

People of all ages and 
interests can and do par-
ticipate, Konrady said.

“It’s pretty simple in 
the end. If you’ve ever 
done … a pH test strip, 
that’s about as hard-core 

as it gets for the wa-
ter-quality tests that we 
do,” he said.

Konrady said people 
have responded well to 
the new program so far.

“There’s been a handful 
from Cedar Rapids, a cou-
ple from Iowa City, and 
a few from other eastern 
Iowa regions,” he said.

Konrady said Polk 
County has the most ac-
tive volunteer monitoring 
project right now.

“We’re a new program,” 
said Ginny Malcomson, 
the water-quality program 
coordinator for Polk Coun-
ty Conservation. “We have 
one year under our belts, 
and we’re nearing the end 
of our monitoring season.”

She said the Polk Coun-
ty Water and Land Lega-
cy bond initiative has giv-
en the group the finances 
it needs to support the 

monitoring program.
“We had [the] initiative 

in 2012, and the voters 
accepted it by 72 percent,” 
she said. “That tells that 
public is really concerned 
about water quality.”

Malcomson said the 
Polk County project has 
started bringing on pub-
lic volunteers.

“We’re just now bring-
ing on public volunteers,” 
she said. “We’re just get-
ting them started, but it 
seems like they’re very 
excited and dedicated. 
I think there’s a level of 
involvement that you 
wouldn’t have from a less 
[local program].”

At first, she said, the 
program was primarily 
educational. Now, how-
ever, its main goal is to 
gather data and use them 
to establish a baseline 
trend for water quality.

DNR
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

of the task force would be 
to discuss the realities of 
public support for the re-
gents’ institutions. 

The key feature of this 
task force is its involve-
ment of people working 
both inside and outside 
academia. It includes re-
gents, university repre-
sentatives, and the public 
as well as legislative, eco-
nomic, and business-de-
velopment stakehold-
ers. 

“We think it’s proba-
bly important to have 
a stakeholder meeting 
this summer as part 
of this task force … 
in a bipartisan way to 
just talk about what 
the funding is going to 
be going forward for the 
public universities so 
that we can plan on what 
those numbers will look 
like going forward from 
a tuition standpoint if 
the state isn’t going to 
be there as a partner,” he 
said. 

Sen. Tim Kraay-
enbrink, R-Fort Dodge, 
the chair of the educa-
tion appropriations sub-
committee in the state 
Legislature, said with 
his experience as a fi-
nancial adviser, bringing 
these stakeholders in-
to the discussion about 
higher-education fund-

ing is important. 
While the regents have 

voiced concern about the 
lack of predictability in 
higher-education fund-
ing, Kraayenbrink said 
the state, too, would like 
more predictability in 
the revenue it receives to 
fund education and other 
services and programs. 
This would enable the 
Legislature to commit 
to a dollar value after 
knowing the actual out-
look for revenue. 

Until that can happen, 

he sees the continuation 
of tuition increases be-
ing an “it is what it is” 
situation. 

“If you’re going to run 
an institution that peo-
ple are raising incomes 
and things keep costing 
more to run an insti-
tution and the funding 
… decreases from the 
Legislature, that money 
has to come from some-
where,” he said. 

Beth Townsend, the 
director of Iowa Work-
force Development, was 
supposed to present at 
the canceled meeting. 
The organization’s com-
munications director, 

Cory Kelly, declined to 
comment. 

Rep. Cindy Winck-
ler, D-Davenport, was 
scheduled to present at 
the canceled task-force 
meeting. She said the 
current process of form-
ing the budget in which 
university presidents 
give presentations to the 
education appropriations 
subcommittee has not 
been effective. 

For the sake of stu-
dents and business-
es that are looking for 

high-quality, highly edu-
cated workers, the state 
needs to be more serious 
about the role it can play 
in funding higher educa-
tion, she said.

“I would encourage 
any representative or 
any senator to under-
stand the bigger picture 
of what that means for 
us as a state and our 
ability to compete if we 
price our higher educa-
tion out of the market,” 
she said. “If we price 
ourselves out of the mar-
ket, we will not able to 
attract and retain the 
workforce that we know 
we need as a result of 

many of the baby boom-
ers retiring.” 

Sen. Herman Quirm-
bach, D-Ames, a ranking 
member of the Senate 
Education Committee 
who would have present-
ed at the first task-force 
meeting, said he planned 
to emphasize the rever-
sal in universities’ fund-
ing in recent decades. 

Data provided to The 
Daily Iowan by the UI 
Office of Finance and 
Operations in December 
2016 revealed that in 
fiscal 2001, state ap-
propriations composed 
61.58 percent of the 
UI’s budget, and tuition 
revenue made up 30.32 
percent of the budget. 

Since then, the data 
showed, less of the bud-
get has come from tax 
dollars. In fiscal 2017, 

31.55 percent was from 
state appropriations, and 
tuition revenue contrib-
uted to 62.47 percent of 
the budget. 

Quirmbach said these 
meetings should occur 
when students and fac-
ulty are on campus to 
provide input, and he 
does not approve of the 
decision to not resched-
ule the meeting with 
stakeholders outside of 
academia.

“It doesn’t look to me 
like they’re all that se-
riously interested in get-
ting feedback from the 
people who are most di-
rectly affected,” he said.

TUITION
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

PLAYING CHICKEN

Ethan Krieger holds Sweet Pea at the Johnson County Fair on Tuesday. Ethan is showing the chicken at the county fair as part of the 4H Program. 
Morgan Louvar/The Daily Iowan 

Program at the Public 
Policy Center, while 
presenting the report to 
the board.

“That’s problematic on 
its own. What the liter-
ature also shows is that 
having these negative 
experiences has conse-
quences in terms of hav-
ing lower GPAs, missing 
school more often. There 

is also the mental issue 
of having lower self-es-
teem and higher rates of 
substance abuse.”

The presentation in-
cluded data indicating 
that gay-straight allianc-
es in schools had a posi-
tive effect on LGBTQ stu-
dents’ feeling of belonging 
in the schools. The report 
also recommended the 
district continue to pro-
vide support for LGBTQ 
student groups in schools.

All secondary schools 
in the district have a 

gay-straight alliance. 
School Superintendent 
Stephen Murley pointed 
out the role of faculty 
advisers in gay-straight 
alliances in the School 
District, noting that 
the advisers provide 
students with trusted 
adults to turn to.

Will Coghill-Behrends, 
the director of the Baker 
Teacher Leader Center in 
the UI College of Educa-
tion, said the School Dis-
trict has some catching 
up to do with progressive 

policies in the district’s 
schools.

“We have made a ton 
of progress in the past 
decades on policy, on law, 
on legitimization of iden-
tities in our schools, but 
it seems to not necessar-
ily be the case here in Io-
wa City still,” he said. “I 
think the results of [this 
report] are alarming.
There’s a lot of momen-
tum in the community to 
do something positive in 
this regard, and I hope 
that we will.”

LGBTQ
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

‘It doesn’t look to me like they’re all that seriously interested 
in getting feedback from the people who are most 

directly affected.’
— Herman Quirmbach, state senator

Now hiring news reporters, 
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reporters, TV reporters, 
photographers, and 

designers for the fall. 
Apply online at 

daily-iowan.com/jobs

Apply to work at 
The Daily Iowan



again; second basemen 
Mitchell Boe knocked in 
Crowl with a single to 
center.

For Crowl, having two 
big hits in the game is re-
assurance that his time 
in the Prospects League 

this summer has paid off.
“It’s helped me a ton,” 

Crowl said. “There’s 
nothing like getting con-
sistent at-bats over the 
summer. You can work 
in the cage all you want, 
but it’s nothing like 
when you get live pitch-
ing, and you face them 
and do well.”

The Hawkeyes were 
only able to hold on to 

the lead for one inning. 
In the top of the fourth, 
the Valley All-Stars 
scored twice on Elijah 
Wood, who came on in 
relief.

But in the bottom half 
of the inning, Crowl 
struck again with an RBI 
single up the middle to 
give the lead back to the 
Hawkeyes, 3-2.

Iowa never looked 

back from there, as Wood 
was able to settle down, 
and the offense heated 
up, tacking on 3 runs 
in the next two innings, 
then adding another in 
the eighth to seal the 7-3 
victory.

Crowl finished the 
game 2-for-3 with 3 
RBIs, and Tyler Crop-
ley went 2-for-3 with 
an RBI and a run. Wet-

rich reached base three 
times in five plate ap-
pearences, scoring twice.

The bottom half of the 
order racked up 4 of the 
7 the Hawkeyes’ RBIs.

“Usually, we’re sit-
ting here smiling after 
the bottom half has had 
a good day,” Iowa coach 
Rick Heller said. “Crowl 
played great. Watching 
him in practice on Mon-

day, there was a night-
and-day difference.”

On Thursday, the 
Hawkeyes will play 
their final warm-up 
game before they head 
to Wichita.

The game will once 
again be played at 7 
p.m. at Banks Field 
as the Hawkeyes take 
on the Red Top Sports 
team.
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LEFT: Iowa’s Brady Schanuel pitches against the Iowa Valley League All Stars on Tuesday at Banks Field as the Hawkeyes win their first warm-up game, 7-3 (Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan) TOP RIGHT: Iowa’s Tanner Wetrich throws to first against the Iowa Valley 
League All Stars on Tuesday at Banks Field. (Elle May/The Daily Iowan) BOTTOM RIGHT: Iowa’s Tanner Wetrich bats against the Iowa Valley League All Stars on Tuesday at Banks Field. (Elle May/The Daily Iowan)



HANNAH WEBSTER
hannah-webster@uiowa.edu

“Let Obamacare fail.”
These demanding 

words came from Presi-
dent Trump as he declared 
his plan to work on a new 
bill to replace the Afford-
able Care Act. In January, 
the Congressional Budget 
Office said the proposed 
House bill would increase 
the number of uninsured 
Americans by 18 million 
in the first year alone, 
and that number would 
continue to increase. The 
Obamacare expansion of 
Medicaid would be gone.

And Tuesday after-
noon, Vice President Mike 
Pence cast the tie-break-
ing vote on the motion 
to proceed with a Sen-
ate bill, meaning that 50 
GOP senators voted to re-
peal/replace Obamacare 
without having any idea 
of what will replace it.

Approximately three 
months ago, beloved TV 

show host Jimmy Kimmel 
shared an emotional and 
moving monologue on 
this show regarding the 
open-heart surgery of his 
newborn son. Kimmel em-
phasized the relevance of 
providing all Americans 
with health care.

His young son Billy was 
born with pre-existing 
conditions, and Kimmel 
made it apparent that 
everyone deserves the 
opportunity to get med-
ical attention that could 
potentially change their 
life. “If your baby is go-
ing to die, and it doesn’t 
have to, it shouldn’t mat-
ter how much money you 
make. I think that’s some-
thing, whether you’re a 
Republican or a Democrat 
or something else, we all 
agree on.

“Before 2014, if you 
were born with congeni-
tal heart disease like my 
son was, there was a good 
chance you’d never be 
able to get health insur-

ance because you had a 
pre-existing condition.”

Just last week, Kim-
mel tweeted a picture of 
an adorable and smiling 
Billy. “Billy is 3 months 
old & doing great. Thx 
for the love & support. 
Please remind your con-
gresspeople that every 
kid deserves the care he 
got.” It didn’t take long 
for Kimmel’s tweet to 
show up on almost ev-
eryone’s Twitter feed. 
As soon as Twitter sent 
me a notification, I saw 
the picture of little Billy 
Kimmel and immediate-
ly my heart melted, as 
I assume thousands of 
others’ hearts did, too.

It’s easy to feel that we 
had no impact in the pro-
cess to repeal Obamacare, 
but for the life of every-
one in America who re-
lies on health care, this 
should not stop us from 
spreading the word about 
why health care for all is 
important. As the Sen-

ate begins to debate and 
formulate a replacement 
health-care bill, it is our 
duty to make sure our 
voices are heard and tak-
en into consideration.

Health care changes 
people’s lives, especial-
ly in extreme circum-
stances. Little baby Billy 
shows us the effect that 
health care has on us 
in America. Kimmel’s 
monologue went viral, 
allowing more Americans 
to become aware of the 
health-care reform prob-
lems that we will likely 
soon encounter.

Keep up with the 
health-insurance battle 
that is happening as we 
speak and help to spread 
awareness, just as Kim-
mel did. The Affordable 
Care Act enabled 20 mil-
lion people who were 
previously uninsured to 
receive health insurance. 
Your voice has the power 
to influence and motivate 
people, so use it.
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STAFF ADA: Still a ways to go

COLUMN

Today marks the 27th 
anniversary of the Amer-
icans with Disabilities 
Act being passed into law. 
Thanks to the bipartisan 
cooperation on Capitol 
Hill in 1990, new pub-
lic buildings being con-
structed must be readily 
accessible to all, public 
transportation must have 
adequate access for those 
with mobility-assistance 
devices, service animals 
cannot be denied en-
trance to places, and em-
ployers cannot discrimi-
nate against employees 
with disabilities. These 
are only a handful of the 
things ensured by the 
ADA, and I can say with 
confidence that there isn’t 
a person with a disability 
living in America today 
who wouldn’t agree this 
bill has benefited them.

But, as is the case with 

all things related to social 
justice, there are still im-
provements to be made. 
While the ADA makes 
certain provisions for the 
construction of new build-
ings, it does not promote 
the concept of “universal 
design,” which entails cre-
ating a space that can be 
accessed to the greatest 
extent by everyone.

Existing buildings do 
have to remove barriers 
to accessibility, but only if 
doing so is “readily achiev-
able.” This is defined as 
“easily accomplished 
without much difficulty 
or expense.” There’s no 
set way to determine this, 
meaning that it’s not that 
difficult to not make an 
older building accessible. 
Perhaps most important-
ly, barriers to employment 
for people with disabilities 
still greatly exist, especial-
ly if an employer does not 
believe adequate accom-
modations can be made 
for the employee without 
a burden on the company. 
This is, of course, dismiss-
ing the reality that such 
accommodations would 
likely benefit all employ-
ees and that integration of 
those with disabilities into 

the workforce benefits so-
ciety by adding employees 
who are innovative and 
creative because their 
lives depend on it. In a 
nutshell, it’s important to 
remember that America 
still has a long way to go in 
regard to true accessibility 
for all. Complying with the 
ADA should be the bare 
minimum.

Making sure our society 
continues to move forward 
with implementing the 
ADA doesn’t just mean 
continual support for re-
moving physical barriers 
and promoting better de-
sign. It means expanded 
efforts to educate those 
who are able-bodied on 
why equal access for ev-
eryone is important. It 
means a broader under-
standing of how true ac-
cessibility benefits every-
one: those with strollers, 
those who are older —in 
short, anyone who has 
trouble going up steps. Of 
course, this benefits who-
ever or whatever is located 
in said building, because 
this means more traf-
fic, more exposure, more 
business. It also means 
recognizing that compli-
ance with the ADA, or the 

Individuals with Disabili-
ties Education Act (which 
guarantees equal access 
to primary and secondary 
education for those with 
disabilities), is something 
that should not be de-
termined at a local level, 
despite what the current 
secretary of education 
suggests. Here is an ex-
ample of “big government” 
benefiting Americans.

It’s important to realize 
that all of the components 
of accessibility protected 
under the ADA intersect. 
Accessible buildings are 
great, but not if people 
with disabilities can’t 
travel to said buildings. 
Allowing service animals 
is fantastic, but not if the 
people who need service 
animals cannot easily get 
into the building. Ulti-
mately, a lack of aware-
ness of barriers facing 
those with disabilities 
leads to inaccessibility, 
however one may define 
that word. The answer, 
then, is to work for a 
large shift in the public’s 
mind of what accessibili-
ty means, what disability 
entails, and how a society 
can benefit from being 
“accessible” for all.
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Opinions

COLUMN

By the time I got to 
college freshman year, I 
thought I had learned how 
to handle my grief. It had 
been three years since a 
car accident took the life 
of my adored big brother. 
For three years, I had been 
learning how to navigate a 
world in which he no lon-
ger existed. I was in con-
stant pain, but I thought I 
had my grief under control.

A few months into my 
freshman year, I suffered 
a breakdown. Grieving 
for my brother in college 
was nothing like it was in 
high school. For the first 
time, I was forced to miss 
my brother entirely by my-
self. At home, my friends 
and family were grieving 
alongside me. I had been 
leaning on them so heavi-
ly that when they were no 
longer there to hold me up, 
I collapsed.

College is a difficult 
transition for everyone. 
We are forced to adjust to 
a new way of living while 
balancing coursework and 
a social life. In college, we 
learn who we are separate-
ly from those who raised 
us. Everything around 
us feels new, and yet our 
old problems still remain. 
They linger until we are 
forced to confront them.

As college stresses con-
tinued to build, I sup-
pressed my feelings of 
grief and homesickness. A 
breakdown was inevitable.

The beginning of the 
breakdown occurred in the 
middle of one of my classes, 
when the professor played 
a disturbing video of a car 
accident. The video trig-
gered memories I had been 

suppressing for months. I 
ran out of class crying.

After the incident in the 
classroom, I could no lon-
ger contain my grief. I be-
gan having panic attacks 
on a nearly daily basis. I 
missed classes and fought 
with friends.

After a particularly se-
vere panic attack, I decided 
I needed help; I scheduled 
an appointment with Uni-
versity Counseling Service. 
At my first appointment, 
my therapist (a peppy grad-
uate student) informed me 
that significant portions of 
the service’s clientele are 
grieving students. She hit 
me with a cliché: “You are 
not alone,” which I actually 
really needed to hear.

Grieving in college can 
feel isolating. At home, 
there were pictures of my 
brother on every wall of 
the house. My parents 
were always talking about 
him. Even my friends 
would recall stories from 
time to time. At college, 
nobody knew who he was. 
New friends did not want 
to discuss deeply personal 
matters right away. I did 
not want to be a burden to 
them.

What I failed to realize 
freshman year, howev-
er, was that many of my 
friends were dealing with 
their own grief at the same 
time. Many of them were 
struggling as much as I 
was.

Grief is an all-consum-
ing feeling that never goes 
away. As long as my heart 
is beating, I will mourn the 
loss of my brother. He is 
always on my mind. Griev-
ing in college has been an 
entirely different process 
than grieving at home. It 
is never easy, but once I 
learned to open up and 
let myself feel sad when I 
needed to, it became man-
ageable. Learning how to 
grieve in college was an 
essential step to learning 
how to be an independent 
person.

Fight for health care continuesLearning to 
grieve in college

COLUMN

HANNAH SOYER
hannah-soyer@uiowa.edu

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Vice President Mike Pence speaks during Joni Ernst’s third annual Roast and Ride event in Boone, Iowa, on June 3. Pence made a tie-breaker vote to repeal Affordable 
Care Act on Monday after the Senate Voted 50-50.

In light of the anniversary of the ADA, it’s important to remember that America 
still has a long way to go in creating true accessibility for all.

Tuesday’s Senate vote to go ahead on repealing and replacing Obamacare means 
that we must now fight harder than ever to ensure health care for all.

LAURA TOWNSEND
laura-townsend@uiowa.edu

Grieving for my brother was much 
harder away from home, but getting help 
and hearing other students with similar 
experiences helped me to become a more 
independent person.



Even though the squad 
is young, Harbaugh 
thinks the players will be 
motivated. Michigan lost 
three of its last four games 
of the season in 2016 by a 
total of 5 points, showing 
how much potential it had 
to go all the way.

But instead, it has unfin-
ished business on the field.

“Lost three out of the 
last four games, OK, good,” 
Harbaugh said. “Maybe 
that will motivate us to 
put more into it. Coach 
better, play better, train 
harder. Put more of our 
heart into each and every 
one of those ball games.”

Being P.J. Fleck
 It’s a new era for the 

Minnesota football pro-
gram, as P.J. Fleck begins 
his career as a Big Ten 
head coach.

The former NFL wide 
receiver is coming off a 
season in which he led 
Western Michigan to an 
undefeated regular sea-
son and a 13-1 overall re-
cord that culminated with 
a Cotton Bowl appearance 

against Wisconsin.
Now, he’ll inherit Tra-

cy Claerys’ Gopher team 
that finished with a 9-4 
record, including a 5-4 
mark in conference play.

Minnesota hasn’t won 
a Big Ten title since 1967, 
but it has been relative-
ly consistent in reaching 
bowl games in recent 
years, including wins in 
2015 and 2016.

While they’ve been solid, 
the Gophers haven’t had 
a 10-victory season since 
2003. With his motto of 
“Row the Boat,” that’s some-

thing Fleck wants to change.
“It’s a wonderful chal-

lenge here at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota — one 
we look forward to at-

tacking as we go forward,” 
Fleck said. “We’re not 
shying away from what 
we haven’t necessarily 
accomplished in terms of 
championship feel of 50 
years without a champi-
onship, but we want to be 
that bridge. We want to be 
that bridge that connects 
the past with the present 
and also the future mov-
ing forward.”

Big Tan on campus
Nebraska doesn’t have 

a quarterback who has 
played a down as a Husk-
er, and it won’t until 
Tanner Lee starts under 
center on Sept. 2 against 
Arkansas State.

A transfer from Tu-
lane, Lee is set to be the 
first quarterback of the 
post-Tommy Armstrong 
Jr. era.

While sitting out for the 
2016 season because of 
NCAA transfer guidelines, 
Lee made his presence felt 
on the practice field by 
earning Scout Team Offen-
sive MVP honors.

There’s been hype around 
Lee for quite some time now. 
In his short time in Lincoln, 
he’s earned the respect of 
his coaches and teammates 
in an impressive way.

“He really came in well-
liked,” head coach Mike 
Riley said. “People initially 
felt comfortable with him 
… Through time, he also 
became well-respected, 
because he was a worker. 
He took great pride, which 
is interesting, in being 
a scout-team quarter-
back after having started 
games in college. He em-
braced that. He wanted to 
help our team in the way 
he could.”
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Schaake takes Waterloo Open Title
Hawkeye Alex Schaake follows in his brother’s footsteps by taking the title at the Waterloo Open on Sunday. This is the 
third time in four years that a Schaake has taken home the title.
By JESS WESTENDORF
jessica-westendorf@uiowa.edu

 On Sunday, a rising 
sophomore on the Iowa 
men’s golf team took the 
amateur title at the Water-
loo Open.

And he is not the first in 
his family to capture it.

Alex Schaake continued 
the family tradition follow-
ing in his older brother’s 
footsteps by shooting 11 
under to secure the title 
with a 1-stroke victory.

His older brother, Car-
son Schaake, an ex-Hawk-
eye golfer, had taken the 
event twice in the past 
three years.

Alex Schaake entered 
the last day 4 strokes be-
hind different leaders, hop-
ing to catch them on the 
leaderboard.

He got off to a good start 
but really hit his stride 
on the back nine. Schaake 
birdied five of his final nine 
holes to land the 1-stroke 
victory over Illinois State’s 
Trey Tussey. 

He shot a 2-under 35 
while birdieing holes 10, 
11, 12, 14, and 16 to give 
him a day score of 65, his 
best round at any amateur 
this year.

“Two-under on the front, 
it’s good, but I felt like it 
could have been better,” 
he said. “Where I got going 
was hole 10 and 11. Those 
are two really tough holes, 
and I birdied both of them. 
I made some good putts. 
Every putt I stood over, I 
just felt comfortable.”

Winning this tourna-
ment was a great home-
coming for Schaake. He 

was born in Waterloo, but 
his family moved to Oma-
ha early on in his life.

“Our whole family is 
from here; I love the Water-
loo Open,” he said. “I always 
love coming back here.”

This was also his chance 
to use his knowledge of the 
Irv Warren Course to his 
advantage with the sup-
port of many friends and 
family who still live in the 
Waterloo area.

“We come back here 
four or five times a year 
to either play in the tour-
nament or for family holi-
days,” Schaake said to an 
online source. “It’s special 
for us with the course be-
ing four or five minutes 
from my grandfather’s 
house, where we stay. It’s 
just awesome.”

For Carson Schaake, 

he moved over to the 
professional side of the 
tournament. He tied for 
13th while ending with 
16-under.

 The brothers had success 
at the tournament, but what 
stands out is the brotherly 
love between the two.

 Alex Schaake’s Iowa 
athletics biography lists 
his brother as his most 
influential person, so it 
shouldn’t come as a sur-
prise that Alex showed a 
range of emotions winning 
a tournament his brother 
has had so much success 
playing in.

“It’s awesome,” Alex 
Schaake told KWWL. “Just 
to be able to compare my-
self with him and other 
guys who have won the 
Waterloo Open. It’s awe-
some.”

He will start the fall sea-
son with the Iowa men’s golf 
team for the 2017-18 season. 

Hawkeye fans can keep an 
eye out for the men’s sched-
ule to be announced.
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Ben Smith/The Daily Iowan
Minnesota head coach P.J. Fleck interviews during the Big Ten media days at McCor-
mick Place in Chicago on Tuesday.

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Alex Schaake watches the ball fly during the Hawkeye Invitational at Finkbine 
on April 15.

Burich claimed the cham-
pionship title in her conso-
lation draw.

Burich comes to Iowa 
as a four-star recruit from 
Bradenton, Florida, along-
side freshmen Yufei Long 
of Shenzhen, China, and 
Danielle Bauers, a five-star 
recruit from Alpharetta, 
Georgia.

On the men’s side, Jake 
Jacoby and Jonas Larsen 
emerged victorious, adding 
another championship title 
for the Hawkeyes.

Senior Jacoby won the 
singles championship af-
ter defeating Nikita Sne-
zhko (6-3, 5-7, 10-3) and 
Hawkeye teammates Jason 
Kerst (6-4, 6-0) and Larson 
(7-5, 7-6).

The Little Rock, Arkan-
sas, native has proven to be 
a consistent and dominant 
force in prior seasons.

The doubles combination 
of Jacoby and Larsen came 
out strong with four wins to 
earn the event.

With the odds in their 
favor and previous sta-
tistics on their side, the 
pairing whittled away at 
their competition, leaving 
a path of destruction in 
their wake.

This was the first show-
ing for the duo, as they had 
previously competed alone 
or with different team-
mates; they didn’t let this 
phase them.

The pair came into the 
Summer Circuit seeded 
first, and they remained 
true to that. Sweeping oth-
er seeded teams including 
the second-seeded Bra-
heim/Dean, 8-5, in the win-
ner-takes-all championship 
match, the two clinched the 
top spot.

The Hawkeyes are 
squaring up for what could 
be a better season than in 
years past.
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By JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

The Iowa Hawkeye baseball team tri-
umphed over the Iowa Valley League All-
Stars at Banks Field on Tuesday night, 7-3.

It was the first of two warm-up games the 
Hawkeyes will play before they head to Wich-
ita for the National Baseball Congress World 
Series running July 29-Aug. 6.

Iowa’s starter was the recent junior-college 
transfer from Parkland, Brady Schanuel.

For Hawkeye fans, it was the first time they 
got to see the 6-3 right hander, and he did 
not disappoint them; through three innings, 

Schanuel walked 1, struck out 5, and allowed 
just 1 hit while not yielding a run.

“It’s really exciting,” he said about his first 
time putting on a Hawkeye uniform. “It’s a 
cool experience, can’t wait to get going in 
Wichita and then again in Taiwan.”

On the hitters’ side, the bottom of the order 
got things started for the Hawkeyes in the 
second inning.

After a two-out double by Tanner Wetrich, 
Hawkeye sophomore Kyle Crowl singled to 
right to put Iowa on the board.  

Later in the inning, the Hawkeyes scored 

By MEGAN SPRENGELER
megan-sprengeler@uiowa.edu

 Success is the name of the game for Iowa’s tennis pro-
gram, especially in the summer months.

On the women’s side, Elise van Heuvelen and Zoe Doug-
las set the stage for what was a triumphant run for the 
Hawkeyes at the 2017 ITA Summer Circuit.

 The action took place Sunday and Monday at the Hawk-
eye Tennis & Recreation Complex.

Coming into the tournament the top seed among the 
singles, van Heuvelen notched a first-place finish for the 
second year in a row.

In the victory, she swept the competition in five-straight 
sets, including a 6-2, 6-2 decision over the second-seed Car-
oline Ryba in the final match.

The 5-7 sophomore came to Iowa from Seaford, East Sus-
sex, England. In her first season as a Hawkeye, she earned 
first team All-Big Ten honors as well as Big Ten Freshman 
of the Year.

Van Heuvelen ended her frosh season 16-5, and she 
was named Outstanding Newcomer at the Golden Herky 
Awards in early May by fellow Hawkeye athletes.

In doubles action, van Heuvelen and Douglas claimed 
their spot that the top of the leaderboard, taking home the 
doubles title after the pair notched an 8-0 shutout to clinch 
the championship match.

Douglas, a 5-3 senior from Papworth Everard, England, 
won a career-high 16 single matches in her the 2017 sea-
son.

Teamed together, van Heuvelen and Douglas posted a 
10-2 record at No.1 doubles in the 2017 season, reaching as 
high as No. 80 nationally.

The Hawkeyes’ momentum didn’t stop there.
Incoming freshman Danielle Burich added another 

championship title to the Hawkeye’s impressive streak.
Burich won the opening two rounds in straight sets, fol-

lowed by a battle to tiebreaker in the semifinals and finals. 

CHICAGO — A new season 
of college football means a new 
season of Jim Harbaugh and 
the Michigan Wolverines.

However, it’s certainly a dif-
ferent team from the one Har-
baugh fielded last year.

Michigan’s three leading re-
ceivers — Amara Darboh, Jake 
Butt, and Jehu Chesson — are 
now in the NFL, while leading 
rusher De’Veon Smith is gone 
as well.

The same thing happened on 

the other side of the ball.
Defensive leaders Jabrill 

Peppers, Jourdan Lewis, Taco 
Charlton, and Ben Gedeon are 
no longer on the team, also go-
ing to play at the next level.

The new Wolverine team 

will have to learn quickly, be-
cause they face Florida Week 1, 
which appears to be one of the 
best matchups of the opening 
weekend.

SEE BIG TEN, 5

SEE BASEBALL, 3

Hawkeye Updates

Iowa Women’s Golf
Iowa women’s head golf coach 

Megan Menzel announced the 
2017-18 schedule. The Hawkeyes 
will compete in nine regular-sea-
son tournaments, including Iowa’s  
Hawkeye-El Tigre Invitational in 
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.

Iowa will start off its fall sea-
son at the Branch Law Firm

Invitational in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, on Sept. 11-18, then 
travel to the Mercedes Benz 
Women’s Collegiate Championship 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, on Sept. 
18-19.

In the spring schedule, Iowa 
will start off in the seventh-Annu-
al Westbrook Spring Invitational 
in Peoria, Arizona, on Feb. 25-26.

Last season, sophomore 
Sophie Liu recorded a 10th place 
finish, and senior Jessica Ip 
placed 16th. Liu recorded her 
career-low 215 (1-under) at the 

tournament.

Chicago Cubs
A showdown between both of 

Chicago’s professional baseball 
team took place in Wrigley Sta-
dium on Tuesday afternoon, and 
the Cubs came out on top of the 
White Sox, 7-2.

Last season’s National League 
MVP Kris Bryant was ejected from 
the game for the first time in his 
career.

Bryant was at the plate in the 
fourth inning with a 2-2 count.

White Sox pitcher Carlos Rodon 
looked inside and appeared to 
through a close inside pitch.

But umpire Lance Barksdale 
called the pitch a strike, leading 
to Bryant’s ejection. Obviously, 
Bryant wasn’t happy and argued 
his point that Barksdale, but the 
ump obviously wasn’t going to 
change his mind.

What got Bryant ejected wasn’t 
that he argued, it was what he said 
as he walked away. But no one 
exactly knows what that was.

After the game, Bryant said he 
was surprised by the ejection.

“It was a disagreement, but I 
don’t think it was too animated,” 
he said in a release from ESPN. “I 
know [Barksdale] is trying to do 
the best job he can. I’m trying to 
do the best job I can.”

Sports
Plenty of challenges for 

Wolverines
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Baseball sails in 
tune-up game

Tennis Hawkeyes 
make victorious 
run in circuit

Kyle Crowl and the Hawkeyes kicked off the first of three home 
summer tune-up games on Tuesday night. The Iowa women’s and men’s tennis 

squads clenched spots at the top of the 
leaderboard in the 2017 Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association Summer Circuit in 
Iowa City on Sunday and Monday.

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Michigan head coach Jim Harbaugh speaks during the Big Ten media days at McCormick Place in Chicago on Tuesday. In 2016, Iowa defeated Michigan 14-13 on a last second field goal, ending Michigan’s nine-game 
win streak to start the season.

Michigan Head Coach Jim Harbaugh said his young team has unfinished business this season.

Elle May/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Brady Schanuel pitches against the Iowa Valley League All Stars on Tuesday at Banks Field. The Hawkeyes won the matchup, 7-3.

SEE TENNIS, 5

By PETE RUDEN | peter-ruden@uiowa.edu
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