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 Iowa City writers have taken their talents 
overseas this summer to capitalize on the city’s 
designation as a City of Literature.

The Iowa Summer Writing Festival, which 
is in its 31st year, expanded beyond Iowa City 
with the inclusion of two international writing 
retreats, thanks to a collaboration with Authors 
at Large, an organization that hosts writing 
workshops around the world. The retreats are 
a new addition to this year’s festival workshops.

Authors at Large is run by Robin Hemley and 
Xu Xi, both writers with connections to the Uni-
versity of Iowa. Hemley is a former University 
of Iowa professor who has previously worked 
with the Writing Festival.

“Amy Margolis, the director of the Writing 
Festival, has been wanting to internationalize 
for several years, so this is good timing,” he said. 

The first retreat, in Iceland, took place from 
May 27 to June 1 with a group of about a dozen, 
Hemley said.

Hemley will lead a nonfiction workshop at 
the Thailand retreat, which occurs from Sun-
day through Saturday. Xi will lead a workshop 
in mixed genre prose writing, and Canadian 
author Madeleine Thien will lead a third work-
shop in fiction.

“We did a writing retreat and workshop [in 
Iceland], and it went very well,” Hemley said. 
“The second one is in a place, Hua Hin, in Thai-
land, and it’s the oldest resort town in Thailand 
— where the Thai royal family has its summer 
palace … I’ve taught in the Summer Writing 
Festival for several years, and this is a natural 
extension of my experience and expertise.” 

The participants of the Thailand retreat come 
from diverse backgrounds, including Singapore, 
Hong Kong, Indonesia, the Philippines, and the 
U.S. According to the organization’s website, 
Authors at Large hopes that by throwing par-
ticipants into a new environment and culture, 
they will gain a fresh perspective on their writ-
ing.  

“For all our Authors at Large retreats and 
workshops, we hope participants get time to 
write, engage with other writers, and have the 

By MADELINE DENINGER
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Iowa City’s nonprofit 
cinema FilmScene, 118 
E. College St., has been 
host to more than inde-
pendent films in the past 
weeks.

With art supplies and 
iPads scattered around 
the back room, the the-
ater has become an an-
imation studio for stu-
dents participating in 
FilmScene’s animation 
camp.

The camp, sponsored 
by Hills Bank, offers 
three sessions for dif-
ferent age groups. It al-
lows students to create 
an animated short film, 
which is then premièred 
at FilmScene. The films 
will also be shown be-
fore children’s movies at 

the theater, camp leader 
Mark Jones said.

Jones, a professional 
animator and freelance 
artist, worked in the Io-
wa City School District 
for seven years. He now 
travels throughout the 
country, leading ani-
mation workshops in 
schools.

This past week, stu-
dents made films revolv-
ing around the theme of 
invention, utilizing tech-
niques such as clayma-
tion, paper animation, 
and green screen. Jones 
believes the camp pro-
vides an opportunity to 
explore animation more 
in depth than in a class-
room.

“I taught for seven 
years in schools, and in 
that time, I came up with 
the animation curricu-

lum, which I really en-
joyed doing with my art 
students,” he said. “It’s 
so great to be able to dig 
into it further and have 
a full week with students 
that really enjoy it.”

For one of the stu-
dents, 12-year-old Alis-
sa, the camp was an op-
portunity to work more 
independently than in a 
school art class.

“Lots of school class-
es can be a little slower 
paced, but here it’s just 
like, ‘Here, put this thing 
together,’ ” she said.

The format of the camp 
also allows students to 
create films that are 
products of their own 
work, Jones said.

“I’ll be honest, it’s not 
like a ‘fun in the sun’ 

SEE WRITING, 2

Writing 
fest heads 
overseas
The Iowa Summer Writing Festival 
expands the City of Literature’s 
writing skills overseas with 
international retreats.

Animation camp 
moves imaginations

Hieu Nguyen/The Daily Iowan
A student takes pictures of a drawing as his partner adjusts the pieces at FilmScene on Wednesday, July 12 2017. At the camp, they 
learned how to create animation with story lines and were given iPads and other materials.

FilmScene’s animation camp allows students to create their 
own short films.

SEE ANIMATION, 2
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Christians seek 
‘welcome sign’
Christians discuss politics and their faith 
at a Des Moines leadership summit.

NATIONAL POLITICS NATIONAL POLITICS 

Sanders pushes 
grass-roots activism

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Counselor to the president Kellyanne Conway speaks during the Family Leadership Summit in Des 
Moines on July 15. The sixth-annual summit featured Conway, Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, Sen. Chuck 
Grassley, R-Iowa, and the Benham Brothers.

By MOLLY HUNTER
molly-hunter@uiowa.edu

DES MOINES — Many Christians said they feel increasing-
ly unwelcome in today’s political climate during the sixth-an-
nual Family Leadership Summit on July 15.

Counselor to the president Kellyanne Conway was the key-
note speaker at the summit. She touched on that idea when 
she took the stage, pointing to a picture taken of President 
Trump as he met with religious leaders last week, which drew 

By MADELEINE NEAL AND MARISSA 
PAYNE
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

DES MOINES — Electing 
Democrats to office is simply not 
enough, community organizers 
say.

The Iowa Citizens for Commu-

nity Improvement Action Fund 
held its “Protest to Power” conven-
tion in the Iowa Events Center, 
730 Third St., to promote grass-
roots activism and taking back 
the political system by the people.

Community Improvement de-
scribes itself as an independent 
political force that encourages a 

public debate on populist actions 
and policies.

Featured speakers included 
Alicia Garza, a cofounder of the 
Black Lives Matter movement 
and a special-projects manager at 
the National Domestic Works Alli-

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan

Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., speaks during the annual Iowa Citizens for Community Improvement Action Fund in Des Moines on July 15. Sanders was the keynote 
speaker for the event.

SEE CHRISTIANS, 3SEE SANDERS, 3

North Liberty 
intercity bus service 
discontinued
North Liberty has halted its 
intercity bus service less than a year 
after it began. The program only 
had around 12 riders per month, 
costing the city over $200 per rider 
per ride.  

DeChambeau wins 
John Deere Classic
Bryson DeChambeau won the John 
Deere Classic in Silvis, Illinois. The 
first place finish is the 23-year-old’s 
first PGA Tournament win. Iowa 
City native and 2012 John Deere 
Classic champion Zach Johnson 
finished in fifth. SPORTS, 5

Wagner:  The Big 
Sick film review
The Big Sick is based on the real-life 
romance of the film’s writer and 
star, Kumail Nanjiani, and wife Emi-
ly Gordon (played by Zoe Kazan). 
Nanijani is a graduate of Grinnell 
College, a private liberal-arts col-
lege in Grinnell, Iowa.  NEWS, 2

Hensley: Big Ten 
QB ratings
DI staffer Adam Hensley breaks 
down which Big Ten quarterbacks 
are battling for the title of the 
best passer in the conference. 
SPORTS, 8
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summer camp; we are in 
here working,” he said. “I 
think it’s fun work, and 
especially this week, I’ve 
seen them really enjoy 
this and get into the mov-
ie, but there are times 
when it’s like, ‘I’m not 
going to cut out anoth-

er thing; I’ve been doing 
this all day.’ It’s rigorous. 
I think the payoff is huge, 
because they get to see 
something that they have 
made, and they did it all 
on their own. It’s very 
much theirs, which is not 
something you can fake.”

With materials such as 
clay and paper, students 
used the app Stop Motion 
Studio to create one- to 
two-minute films while 

working in groups. Each 
group’s animations are 
combined to create the 
short film shown at Film-
Scene.

While the animation 
process can be long, Jo-
nah Krueger, 15, enjoyed 
working with the other 
students on the project.

“The only thing that 
makes [the process] less 
tedious is the laughs we 
get out of it,” he said.

He said he traveled 
from Fairfield, Iowa, to 
attend the camp in hopes 
of learning new things 
about animation.

“I’ve had very little 
experience with [ani-
mation] before,” he said. 
“But I’ve always been in-
trigued with drawing and 
art, so going to the camp 
sounded like fun because 
I could learn more about 
things I enjoy doing.”

RIVER WALK

A traveler paces the grounds of Victoria Tower Gardens in the City of Westminister, London, U.K. With the population of Greater London reaching roughly 8.6 million residents 
contained within 33 separate boroughs, one can walk the streets, encountering new sites and faces each day. The Victoria Tower Gardens looks out over the River Thames, a 
waterway extending 215 miles. Alongside the river is the Thames Walkway, the longest river walk in Europe.

Ben Smith/The Daily Iowan 

ANIMATION
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

opportunity to have their 
work read and discussed 
in a way that honors their 
efforts and provides feed-
back as they move forward 
in their writing lives,” said 
Xi, who is both a nonfic-
tion and fiction writer and 
has taught low-residency 
M.F.A. programs in the 
U.S. and Asia.

Xi met Hemley when 
she was a visiting faculty 
writer at the UI Nonfiction 
Writing Program — Hem-
ley directed the program 
at the time. Out of this 
friendship, Xi said, Au-
thors at Large blossomed, 
offering a unique oppor-
tunity for those who love 
travel and writing to hone 
their craft. 

For those who are excit-
ed by the idea of writing 
r e t r e a t s 
a b r o a d , 
there’s good 
news — the 
c o l l a b o -
ration be-
tween the 
Iowa Writ-
ing Fes-
tival and 
Authors at Large will con-
tinue next year, and the 
destinations will expand 
to other nations, Hemley 
said.

“We haven’t finalized 

where we’re going, but 
we’re looking at places as 
different as Ecuador, and 

Australia, and Portugual,” 
he said. “We limit it to two 
trips a year, but we’re ex-
ploring different places.” 

Hemley said that al-
though he has been run-

ning the international 
workshops for a long time, 
his love for doing them has 

remained constant.
“I’ve been running in-

ternational workshops for 
a long time and I love do-
ing them,” Hemley said. “I 
think bringing writers out-

side of their familiar sur-
roundings and giving them 
the space and permission 

to write 
and enjoy 
a landscape 
that’s dif-
ferent from 
their nor-
mal one 
l i b e r a t e s 
the imagi-
nation. And 

almost always, people come 
back energized and excited 
… Almost always, they go 
away feeling they have 
a renewed sense of their 
project, whatever it is.”

WRITING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

By LUCIA WAGNER
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

The Big Sick, a hybrid 
betweent a romantic com-
edy and a cultured drama, 
débuted at FilmScene on 
June 13. The first three 
showings were soon sold 
out — and after viewing 
the motion picture, I un-
derstand the hype. 

The cross-genre film, 
written by actor and co-
median Kumail Nanjiani 
(“Silicon Valley”) as well 
as wife Emily V. Gordon 
(co-creator of “The Melt-
down with Jonah and 
Kumail and author of Su-
per You”), is based on the 
couple’s real-life romance. 
While Nanjiani stars as 
himself in the film, up-and-

coming actress Zoe Kazan 
adopts the role of Emily. 

Nanjiani is a graduate of 
Grinnell College, a private 
liberal-arts college in Grin-
nell, Iowa. 

The Big Sick seemingly 
follows a quintessential in-
dependent-romance flick: 
two strangers meet, spend 
the night together, and 
fall in love — albeit both 
characters insist they are 
not seeking a relationship. 
But the automatic chemis-
try, clever banter — main-
ly sarcastic, with a hint of 
self-deprecation — and wit 
of Nanjiani and Gordon 
heartwarmingly prevails. 

Gordon is forbidden fruit 
to Pakistani-American 
Nanjiani. Raised by Paki-
stani parents, the tradi-

tional fate of an arranged 
marriage with another 
Muslim threatens the rela-
tionship between the two. 
Nanjiani’s parents, partic-
ularly his mother (Zenobia 
Shroff), “ghost” their son 
once they learn of his se-
cret (and white) girlfriend. 

The dominant strength 
of The Big Sick lies in the 
dialogue. A nod to writ-
ers Nanjiani and real-life 
Gordon as they launch 
thoughtful discussions on 
Muslim culture, arranged 
marriage, and what con-
stitutes the American Citi-
zen. The audience roots for 
each character.

Nanjiani is admired for 
ultimately expressing love 
for his girlfriend and his 
humor and tenacity once 

he informs his parents he 
cannot be kicked out of the 
family because, as a mem-
ber of the family, he has a 
vote in his fate.

Gordon is appreciated 
for her open and positive 
outlook on life. But her 
parents, Beth (Holly Hunt-
er) and Terry (Ray Roma-
no), become the real heroes 
as they ultimately embrace 
Nanjiani before their own 
daughter does, despite the 
hurdles ahead.

The title of the film is 
self-explanatory. Gordon 
is placed in a medically in-
duced coma while five doc-
tors struggle to diagnose 
her unknown “big sick” 
and administer a cure. 
The timing of the malady 
is expected, if not a cliché 

— Nanjiani and Gordon 
just broke up. But Gordon’s 
illness presents the oppor-
tunity for a special bond to 
develop between Nanjiani 
and Gordon’s parents. 

The genuineness of The 
Big Sick is enchanting. 
Yes, the film was based 
on real-life events; how-
ever, Kazan’s portrayal 

of quirky and intelligent 
Gordon will swiftly cap-
tivate the audience. As 
Nanjiani falls for Gordon, 
the audience falls for Gor-
don, too. Both characters 
are multidimensional — 
Gordon is no manic pixie 
dream girl, and Nanjiani 
is not solely a millennial 
funny guy.

Love meets identity, humor
The Big Sick centers on the romance between an interracial couple and a Pakistani man’s 
struggle to develop a personal identity while defining key relationships in his life.

Poet Michael Morse looks at the audience of the Eleventh Hour in Phillips Hall on July 12. Morse presented a workshop called “Echo, 
Letter, Tweet: Writing as Correspondence.” Morse received an M.F.A in poetry from the Iowa Writers’ Workshop.

Hieu Nguyen/The Daily Iowan 

‘I think bringing writers outside of their familiar surroundings and giving 
them the space and permission to write and enjoy a landscape that’s

different from their normal one liberates the imagination.’
— Robin Hemley, writer
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SANDERS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

CHRISTIANS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

attention online.
“Look what happened 

this week … when the 
faith leaders came in,” 
she said. “They laid 
hands on the president 
and prayed with him, and 
it was mocked. People 
had to mock it. I find that 
to be so unfortunate.”

The event focused on 
the intersection between 
faith and politics, with 
the tagline “principle 
over politics.”

Jeff Myers, the pres-
ident of Summit Minis-
tries, directed a breakout 
session on how to discuss 
religion in politics with 
young people.

“The leftist program 
today casts anybody who 
is conservative or Chris-
tian as an uncaring per-
son,” he said. “If you come 
across as being cold, or 
argumentative, or sarcas-
tic, it will just confirm for 
millennial that this char-

acterization is accurate.”
Myers focused on 

techniques to keep con-
versations respectful 
and positive.

“Our goal is not to shut 
down the conversation, 
our goal is to open it up,” 
he said. “If you want con-
versations shut down, go 
to a university and take 
a class from a politically 
correct professor.”

The idea that college 
campuses are unwel-
coming places for young 
Christians came up re-
peatedly throughout the 
day.

“I got a new apprecia-
tion for young people to-
day,” said attendee Donna 
Steiner from Ankeny. “We 
see on the news where 
they throw paint at them. 
If you have anything, 
even a sign that says that 
you’re a Christian, people 
are offended.”

Craig Dooley, a Des 
Moines resident who has 
attended the summit for 
the past four or five years, 
said he has seen evidence 
of similar treatment.

“It used to be the Bible 
was a very primary text 
in the education system,” 
Dooley said. “Now, you 
are shunned if you even 
wear a cross, if you wear 
a shirt with a cross on it, 
if you mention God, even 
in the workplace.”

However, Steiner said 
it’s important for people 
to speak up.

“If we as Christians are 
not silenced … we’re the 
only ones that can make 
a difference. That’s so 
crucial to remember,” she 
said. “I need to pray so 
much harder for people to 
stand for they believe in, 
for what God believes.”

Sen. Chuck Grassley, 
R-Iowa, who spoke at the 
summit in the morning, 
had a similar message.

“We face threats to our 
way of life, culture, and 
civilization,” he said. “We 
must stand strong and 
stand up for … the rule 
of law, free speech, and 
free expression, religious 
liberty, and freedom from 
oppression.”

Myers stressed the im-

portance of the ability to 
articulate political views 
through a lens of faith.

“You can understand 
the Christian worldview, 
you can understand the 
competing worldviews, 

and then know what’s 
true about a Christian 
worldview,” he said.

Grassley pointed to 
the conservative political 
successes of 2016 as proof 
that conviction pays off.

“And it doesn’t hurt to 
have thick skin,” he said. 
“It comes in handy when 
you open up the news-
paper and read the Op-
Ed pages refer to you as 
‘un-American.’ ”

ance, and keynote speaker 
Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., a 
2016 Democratic presiden-
tial candidate.

Garza led a workshop 
with Bree Carlson, deputy 
to the executive directors of 
People’s Action, titled “From 
Protest to Power: Where’s 
My Place in the Movement?” 
to condemn the nation’s 
capitalist economic system 
and discuss the opportuni-
ty the current political cli-
mate gives to build a lasting 
movement.

Garza noted the inequal-
ity of wealth distribution in 
the country. A 2016 study 
from the Economic Policy 
Institute found that the top 
1 percent of U.S. citizens had 
85 percent of income growth 
between 2009 and 2013; in 
15 states, the top 1 percent 
took control of all income 
growth during that same 
time frame.

Those involved in Com-
munity Improvement be-
lieve the economy is pur-
posely made to provide some 
with benefits and advantag-
es at the expense of others, 
Garza said.

“The way that our country 
is organized, we’re told that 
based on who you are de-
termines whether you work 
hard or not, whether you’re 
deserving of things or not, or 
whether or not it’s your fault 
that you’re in the position 
that you’re in, as opposed … 
a small group of people who 
are hoarding everything,” 
she said.

Sanders advocated for the 
creation of a “vibrant democ-
racy” in which people domi-
nate the system rather than 
billionaires.

“If we do not get our act 
together — if people all over 
this country do not stand 
up and fight back … there 
is a real likelihood that the 
trend toward oligarchy will 
only intensify,” Sanders said.

One of the ways to advo-
cate for the creation of an 
economic system that does 
not exploit certain members 
of society for the benefit of 

wealthier people, Carlson 
said, is to unify and orga-
nize. Without an organiza-
tion, she said, all that will 
happen is continued pro-
tests, and eventually, people 
will stop believing that the 
larger system can be fixed.

“I think this isn’t going 
to work as long as it’s one 
person; I think it’s going 
to work when it’s all of 
us,” she said. “… It does 
not require a celebrity, 
but it does require our 
absolute commitment to 
building an organization.”

The struggle to improve 
the economy and make 
a political system that 
works for all the citizens 
it serves, Sanders said, is 
about the lives of Ameri-
cans’ children and grand-
children; the fight is for 
the future of the planet.

“We are going to cre-
ate a government that 
works for all of us, not 
the billionaire class,” 
he said. “... Our job is to 
bring our people togeth-
er — to not let ourselves 
be divided up.”

Victor Amador, also known on stage as Yeahman, performs at Gabe’s on July 13. He recently released a new album, Tales of a 
Shadow, before moving to Iowa from his hometown of Hollis, Oklahoma. At the moment, Yeahman is a one-man band, and he has 
created all of musical backing on his laptop. Amador is scheduled to perform at Space Jam in Sumner, Iowa, on Aug. 12. He hopes 
to become a regular fixture of the music scene in Iowa, and his single “Gone” can be found online on Reverbnation.

James Year/The Daily Iowan 

Counselor to the president Kellyanne Conway speaks during the Family Leadership Summit in Des Moines on July 15. In her speech, 
Conway defended religious faith.

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan 

Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., speaks during the annual Iowa Citizens for Community Improvement Action Fund in Des Moines on July 
15. Sanders spoke about the need for grass-roots activism.

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan 

Shadows of Gabe’s



When President 
Trump visited Cedar 
Rapids a few weeks ago, 
one attendee was quot-
ed in The Daily Iowan 
as saying, in response 
to protesters present, “I 
guess it’s their right to 
protest. But they ought 
to get themselves ed-
ucated so they know 
what’s really going on.” 
This remark has stuck 
in my head, probably 
because this is precise-
ly what I have spent 
the last six months try-
ing to do. Armed with 
a library card, Internet 
access, and whatever 
free time I can mus-
ter, I have tried to un-
derstand how we got a 
President Trump.

But there’s another 
reason: the epistemic 
privilege this particular 
Trump supporter im-
plied he had. Epistemic 
privilege just means “I 
know something that 

you don’t know,” or per-
haps, “I have access 
to knowledge that you 
don’t.” This is not ex-
clusive to Trump sup-
porters. Shortly after 
the election, I was told 
by a zealous left-winger 
I was “unaware of how 
fascism works.” Perhaps 
I am, but forgive me if 
it seems that there is 
something a bit strang-
er and more complicat-
ed going on.

Nevertheless, after 
wading through piles 
of op-eds of everyone 
and their brother offer-
ing an interpretation of 
“the current moment,” 
it does start to feel as if 
it were all mere words. 
This is all to be expect-
ed and not necessarily 
derided. We learn best 
by making mistakes, 
and certainly, a lot of 
mistakes have been 
made. But anyone who 
offers a master narra-
tive of “what’s really 
going on” is surely ped-
dling a species of con-
spiracy theory.

Trump’s election ex-
ploded us out of our 
comfort zones, both po-
litically and culturally. 
The “us” I refer to here is 
the middle class, anyone 
privileged enough to at-

tend college and be read-
ing this. Consequently, 
we are disoriented, and 
in this disorientated 
state, we wade through 
the miasma of the news 
trying to understand our 
government and its vari-
ous dysfunctions.

It is important to re-
member that it is not 
what you think, but 
how you think that 
matters. And the most 
important component 
of rational thought is 
the ability to revise 
your beliefs in the light 
of new evidence. This 
is the self-correcting 
mechanism that is at 
the very heart of the 
success of scientific 
inquiry and collabora-
tion. But contained in 
the principle of belief 
revision is the idea of 
evidence. What consti-
tutes appropriate evi-
dence is a tricky ques-
tion. While we could 
have a philosophical 
discussion about this 
for hours, it is helpful, 
in the context of “the 
news” and politics in 
general, we think about 
two things: the reputa-
bility and medium of 
the information.

In my experience, ca-
ble news is the equiv-

alent of comfort food. 
Cable news is in the 
business of spin and 
entertainment rather 
than the dissemination 
of information that peo-
ple might find useful. 
Unfortunately, many 
have moved from cable 
news to Internet news, 
such as Breitbart and 
the Young Turks, which 
may be even worse: the 
equivalent of cotton 
candy and funnel cake. 
To continue the met-
aphor, I regard print 
journalism, really, as 
the all-important fiber 
of political food.

Because nobody has 
the resources to know 
everything, we have to 
choose how to allocate 
the time we set aside 
for thinking about poli-
tics. But one must also 
construct a framework 
in which to situate the 
facts one learns. And 
this is a substantial 
initial investment. But 
unless you want to be 
taken in by stories man-
ufactured by interests 
angling for your wallet 
or your vote — in other 
words, to be a fool — you 
must do the creative 
work on your own. That 
is one step to creating a 
vibrant democracy.
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STAFF Resist from hope, not hate

GUEST OPINION

Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
I-Vt., finished his speech 
for the Iowa Citizens for 
Community Improvement 
2017 conference on Ju-
ly 15 by answering this 
question: What are three 
things that allow you to 
be optimistic in this time 
of chaos?

His first two answers 
were predictable — that we 
have no other choice right 
now, and that he must re-
main optimistic about the 
future of his grandchildren 
and coming generations. 
“Last,” he said, “I remain 
optimistic because I love 
this country, and I love 
the people. I traveled to 
48 states during my time 
campaigning for the pres-
idency, and I have met so 
many amazing people at 
the town-hall-style events 
I held that want to make 
this country a better place. 
People who love this coun-
try and who are fighting for 

a change, people who show 
us that what is currently 
happening in Washington 
does not reflect the vast 
majority of Americans.”

I’ve always struggled 
with patriotism. There are 
only rare moments I can 
remember in my 22 years 
of living when I felt proud 
to be American. The first 
time Obama was elect-
ed. The day the Supreme 
Court made gay marriage 
legal across the country. 
The time that the Dakota 
Access Pipeline was (tem-
porarily) halted. Maybe 
this has more to do with 
my relatively recent dive 
into politics and voracious 
news consumption, or 
maybe this has to do with 
my mom telling me when I 
was very young that there 
were a lot of things Amer-
ica had done that she 
wasn’t proud of, slavery 
being the most memora-
ble example. Regardless, 
I have always felt some-
what uncomfortable when 
I hear “God bless America” 
or “America is the best 
country in the world.”

I am quickly beginning 
to realize, however, that 
America, for me, is like my 
high-school career. There 
were parts of it I loved 
and was very thankful for, 

and then there were other 
parts that made me burn 
with shame. All the same, 
it is absolutely necessary 
that those of us Americans 
who are disgusted by the 
current administration 
take Sanders’ words to 
heart: There are a vast 
majority of fellow resisters 
out there, and the knowl-
edge that this country has 
good in it is worth fighting 
for in and of itself.

I have a friend who 
stayed in on the night of 
July Fourth and didn’t 
celebrate, because she 
was feeling unpatriotic 
and ashamed of where our 
country was. And I under-
stand this. I understand 
how easy it is slip into a 
general disgust of what 
is happening in politics 
right now and then con-
flate that with a disgust 
of our country. But the 
fact is, we live here, too. 
And yes, there are things 
about America I do not 
like, but there are also as-
pects of it I love: the great 
diversity, that people may 
love whom they love, the 
relative accessibility that 
comes with being such a 
new country with laws 
such as the ADA. Yes, we 
have a big fight ahead of 
us and a long road to trav-

el, but imagine how much 
more momentum this 
movement would have if 
all resisters realized what 
was beautiful about our 
country and used that to 
fuel their fight. 

I’m not talking about 
ignoring the wrongs — 
far from it. I am talking 
about knowing that this 
land really is our land and 
that the seed of goodness 
that many of us have been 
hunting for is already here. 
I want to reclaim this coun-
try for those who feel they 
don’t love it, and I want to 
do that by resisting from a 
place of hope, not hatred.

The character Alexan-
der Hamilton in Lin-Man-
uel Miranda’s musical 
says, “America, you great 
unfinished symphony,” 
moments before his death. 
The United States certain-
ly was not perfect at the 
time of Hamilton’s death, 
and anyone who would ar-
gue that it is perfect now 
might just be living under 
a rock. But it is unfin-
ished. We don’t need to go 
back to a simpler or differ-
ent time, and we certainly 
don’t need to make Amer-
ica great “again.” We have 
to realize that the good-
ness is already here, and 
we need to fight for that.
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Seventy-eight percent of 
Iowans are Christian, Jew-
ish, Muslim, Buddhist, or 
Hindu, and 21 percent are 
atheist or agnostic.

“Loving our neighbors as 
ourselves” or “do unto others 
as you would have them do 
unto you” is the generally 
accepted protocol for anyone 
to follow.

From time to time, I’ve ig-
nored the person who looks 
unkempt and downtrodden. I 
have avoided eye contact with 
the person standing at a busy 
intersection with a cardboard 
sign that reads, “Homeless — 
will work for food.”

Unfortunately, many 
who worship in churches, 
synagogues, mosques, and 
temples who vow to follow 
their religious teachings are 
the same ones who ignore 
the destitute. As Joshua 
Heschel (1907-1972), a Pol-
ish-born Jewish-American 
rabbi once said, “How dare 
we come before God with 
our prayers when we com-
mit atrocities against the 
one image we have of the 
living: human beings.”

I am greatly troubled by 
the lack of public outrage 
against local, state, national, 
and global poverty. We have 
far right-wing religious con-
servatives cheer our presi-
dent who wants to cut back 
on SNAP (nutritious food-
stamp program) expendi-
tures by 25 percent for the 
15 percent of our population 
who are at or below 130 per-
cent of the federal poverty 
level; 66 percent of basic 
food-subsistence benefits go 
to children, those with dis-
abilities, and senior citizens. 
At the three elementary 
schools in northeast Iowa 
where I volunteer, children 
in need anxiously wait for 
their Friday backpack of 
food to take home to tide 
them through the weekend.

I wonder what the Su-
preme Being thinks of the 
reported 64 Christian-based 
white supremacy groups in 
the U.S. and of people who 
claim not one Christian has 
ever committed a terrorist 
act? Are they the same ones 
who quickly forgot about 
witch burnings (1450-1750) 
and when tickets were sold 
in church to watch lynchings 
(1890-1940)?

It’s reprehensible for peo-
ple of faith and nonbelievers 
to tolerate, without a word 
otherwise, xenophobia, im-
migration bans, homopho-

bia, bullying, misogyny, 
building walls, transphobia, 
“alternative facts,” bigotry, 
and the current voter identi-
fication witch-hunt solution 
that’s in need of a problem.

Please put two and two to-
gether for me. Explain how 
a religious-touted politician 
can claim to be pro-life on 
one hand and permit chil-
dren to use guns or support 
the death penalty?

How can a God-fearing 
politician eliminate suc-
cessful family-planning pro-
grams, reduce funding for 
childcare assistance, and cut 
workers’ compensation ben-
efits for injured workers?

Demystify for me the 
logic behind an Iowan pol-
itician with faith who wit-
nesses two home-schooled 
foster children die because 
of abuse and then cuts $8 
million from Department 
of Human Services, elim-
inates 800 field operators 
who protect children from 
neglect, and furthermore 
proposes $240 million for 
home-school funding with 
no periodic health-care 
check or examination of ac-
ademic progress.

Stories of human traf-
ficking, poverty, opioid 
addiction, and hatred 
demonstrated by asinine, 
vindictive, juvenile, and em-
barrassing Twitter state-
ments from political leaders 
while mature adults don’t 
even say “boo” or “what can 
I do to help?” is troubling.

Heschel writes, “The 
prophet’s word is a scream 
in the night.” At age 69, 
I’ve been awakened by 
that scream.

My mind and heart are 
not clean. I could be charged 
with blasphemy when I 
show contempt or lack of 
reverence for what I know I 
should be doing.

A paradigm shift of our 
identity and actions is 
calling.

It’s time to unlock our 
sanctimonious sacred doors, 
uphold our honorable belief 
and value system, publicly 
speak out, and take action 
in an attempt to solve our 
multitude of burdens.

No one is innocent. The 
prophets remind us of the 
moral state of a people by 
stating few are guilty but all 
are responsible.

   — Steve Corbin
UNI professor emeritus of 

marketing
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A young supporter wearing an InfoWars T-shirt stands near the stage during an event for President-elect Donald Trump and Vice President-elect Mike Pence in Des Moines on Dec. 8, 2016



second game, but against 
Oklahoma and Rutgers, he 
threw 8 touchdowns — 14 
touchdown passes in the 
Buckeyes’ first four games.

Through the final three 
games of the season, Bar-
rett struggled, throwing 
only 1 touchdown and 3 
interceptions.

Barrett’s best season 
to date came in 2014 as a 
freshman, but with a new 
coordinator and another 
off-season of work under 
his belt, he’s poised for 
another highlight-filled 
season.

Top passer in the Big Ten: 
Trace McSorley, Penn State

For those who watched 
Penn State’s final two games 
of the season, the debate on 
the Big Ten’s best passer 
ends with McSorley.

McSorley led one of the 
best Nittany Lion offense 
in recent memory, which 
averaged just more than 42 
points per game over the 
last nine games. His hot 
hand led Penn State to the 
Rose Bowl, where he dueled 
with UCS’s Sam Darnold in 
a quarterback battle for the 
ages in a 3-point loss.

Accounting for almost 
4,000 yards of total offense 
last season (3,614 passing 
yards, 365 yards on the 

ground), McSorley scored 
36 touchdowns.

His 29 TDs through the air 
led the conference (Purdue’s 
David Blough’s 25 ranked 
No. 2), and he also racked up 
the highest passer efficiency 
rating in the Big Ten (156.9).

The Big Ten hasn’t seen 
a quarterback taken in the 
first round of the NFL Draft 
since 1995. Kerry Collins, a 
signal caller from Penn State, 
stands as the last passer 
from the conference selected 
in the opening round.

McSorley seems to be not 
only the second Penn State 
passer since Collins to be 
drafted in the first round one 
but the second Big Ten quar-
terback to be drafted in the 
first 32 selections.

my hitting,” Jenkins 
said. “In my exit meeting 
with Coach [Rick] Heller, 
we really sat down and 
discussed hitting as the 
main goal and my focus 
for this summer. I need 
to stay aggressive with 
the fastball because I’m 
not going to see a lot of 
off-speed pitches. I really 
need to stay aggressive 
with fastballs early in 
the count.”

So far this summer, 
Jenkins has definitely 
seen an improvement in 
his hitting. Through 22 
games (81 at-bats), he’s 

hitting .259 with a homer 
and 8 RBIs. But a key 
number is he has struck 
out only 16 times.

While that strikeout 
number may not be as 
low as he wants, it still is 
significantly lower than it 
was during the spring.

He hopes he can contin-
ue to improve his skills 
at the plate this summer 
in order to compete for a 
starting job next spring.

Once Jenkins’ sum-
mer league ends, he and 
the Hawkeyes will trav-
el to Taiwan to compete 
for the United States 
in the World University 
Games, an opportunity 
that the 5-10 sophomore 
is excited about.

“I’m excited to see the 

overall competition and 
getting to see how base-
ball is played in other 
countries,” Jenkins said. 
“We are playing in a pool 
with Japan, China, and 
Russia, and I’m really in-
terested to see how they 
play the game and the 
differences between how 
we play in the U.S. ver-
sus how they play where 
they’re from.”

The Hawkeyes and Jen-
kins hope to make Iowa 
and the rest of the coun-
try proud in late August 
when the games begin.

The trip gives Jenkins 
a chance to not only learn 
the game in other cultures 
but also prove to Iowa 
that he deserves a spot in 
the starting lineup.

utes of the second half, 
Westpoint played its best 
basketball of the game, 
going on a 16-4 run and 
taking a 59-58 lead.

It didn’t take long for 
Armstrong to come roar-
ing back. Garza got hot 
and led the team to finish 
the second half strong.

“Anytime you can play 

good against [Wagner], 
it’s a good feeling,” Gar-
za said. “I don’t know if 
I’ll continue to do well 
against him, but I’m go-
ing to keep trying. He’s 
definitely going to push 
me in practice so I’m go-
ing to get a lot better by 
going up against him.”

Garza finished with 27 
points and 4 rebounds, 
and teammate Dailey had 
22 points and 11 rebounds.

On the losing side, Wag-
ner had 28 points and 10 

rebounds; Williams had 
18 points, 7 rebounds, 
and 2 assists.

The 104-96 victory 
means Westpoint squad 
will take on Nicholas 
Baer and Isaiah Moss on 
Thursday for a chance to 
play for the Prime Time 
title on July 23.

The Prime Time semifi-
nals will take place in the 
Sports Plex in Waterloo, with 
the first game starting at 6 
p.m. and the second game 
taking place right after.
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By JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

This year’s John Deere 
Classic was a thriller, 
and it was especially 
thrilling for the winner, 
the 23 year-old Bryson 
DeChambeau.

The 46th-annual 
John Deere Classic was 
played at TPC Deere 
Run in Silvis, Illinois.

DeChambeau played 
well all weekend, and he 
started Sunday’s round 
with sole possession of 

second place at 11-under. 
He was 2 shots behind 
leader Patrick Rodgers.

Halfway through the 
final round, DeCham-
beau ran into trouble; 
he was even on the front 
nine and several shots 
back from the lead.

Instead of crumbling 
under the pressure, De-
Chambeau rallied, bird-
ieing back-to-back holes 
on 10 and 11, then doing 
it again on 13 and 14.

At this point, DeCham-
beau was right back in the 

thick of things with a sol-
id chance at his first-ever 
PGA Tour victory.

He needed a strong 
finish in order to win, 
and he did just that. 
Once again, he birdied 
the last two holes to 
finish the final round 
6-under.

As DeChambeau saw 
the ball go in on his fi-
nal hole to tie him for 
the lead with Rodgers, 
he was visibly excited.

Because DeCham-
beau finished his round 

tied for first, he had to 
sit and watch Rodgers 
play the final two holes 
and hope that Rodgers 
would at least bogey one 
of them.

His prayers  were an-
swered, apparently. Rod-
gers hit his drive on 17 
into the rough and end-
ed up bogeying the hole.

This meant that Rod-
gers needed a birdie on 
18 to tie DeChambeau 
for the lead at 18-under.

Rodgers came oh-so 
close, but his ball barely 

missed the hole, giving 
DeChambeau the win. 

DeChambeau, who 
was the fifth player to 
win the NCAA Division 
1 Championship and 
the U.S. Amateur in the 
same year, now has a 
PGA tournament. The 
SMU alumnus finished 
the tournament with a 
four-round total of 266.

Zach Johnson also 
competed at the Deere 
Classic; he was born in 
Iowa City, and he won 
the 2012 Deere Classic.

He finished the tour-
nament tied for fifth 
with a 72-hole total of 
269, which put him at 
15-under for the tourna-
ment.

Johnson started off 
Sunday strong, shooting 
4-under on the day after 
the front nine, even find-
ing himself tied for the 
lead at one point.

But it was a pace he 
could not keep up, going 
even on the back nine, 
which put him 3 strokes 
behind the leader.

Golfer runs like a Deere

Charlie Neibergall/Associated Press
Bryson DeChambeau celebrates with the trophy after winning the John Deere Classic on Sunday at TPC Deere Run in Silvis, Illinois.

Bryson DeChambeau rides a strong finish to win the John Deere Classic for his first PGA Tournament victory.
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By ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

The Big Ten isn’t always known for high-flying offenses 
led by top-caliber quarterbacks.

Each year, the conference produces a handful of legiti-
mate signal callers capable of leading their teams to the 
College Football Playoffs.

Three quarterbacks in the Big Ten have a shot at do-
ing so in this upcoming season, but the battle for the best 
passer in the conference isn’t as close of a race as people 
would assume.

Honorable Mention: Wilton Speight, Michigan
Speight isn’t a flashy quarterback by any means, but 

he gets the job done.
In 2016, he threw for 2,538 yards, with 18 touchdowns 

and only 7 interceptions. The junior put up two 300-or-
more-yard performances against Central Florida (312 
yards) and Maryland (362 yards). In those two games, 
Speight racked up 6 touchdowns.

During a three-game stretch from Oct. 22to Nov. 5, 
Speight compiled 859 yards and 4 TDs, and Michigan 
churned out an average of 44 points per game.

Speight completed 61.6 percent of his throws this past 
season, good enough for the best mark in the Big Ten.

Runner up: JT Barrett, Ohio State
Ohio State hired new offensive coordinator Kevin 

Wilson to aid in opening up the passing game. Even 
with a new coach, Barrett will be in contention for 
the conference’s top signal caller.

He’s one of the most dynamic quarterbacks in the 
conference; he accounted for 3,400 yards — 845 on 
the ground — and scored 33 touchdowns, 9 on the 
ground.

Barrett opened up the season on a high note, 
throwing for 349 yards and 6 touchdowns. Ohio State 
didn’t rely on the passing game against Tulsa in its 

By JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

Most college athletes are forced 
to be away from home during 
their summer training, but that 
is not true for Iowa baseball’s 
Justin Jenkins.

Jenkins is lucky enough to be 
able to play in a summer league 
while spending the summer in 
his hometown. The native of Ter-
ra Haute, Indiana, plays in the 
Prospects Summer League for his 
hometown Terra Haute Rex.

“It’s always a pleasure to come 
back home and play,” Jenkins 
said. “It’s really nice being in-
volved in the community play-
ing. It’s a lot of fun representing 
not only Iowa but also my home-

town at the collegiate level. The 
Rex try to get guys from all over 
the world; we have a couple kids 
from the Dominican Republic. 
It’s a lot of fun playing with guys 
not only from Terra Haute but 
from all over.”

This summer, Jenkins hopes to 
improve his offensive ability — he 
struggled with the bat last year. 
Most of his playing time came as 
a defensive replacement, and in 
the little bit he did get to swing 
the bat, he was subpar.

In 27 at-bats, Jenkins managed 
only 4 hits, and he struck out 10 
times, which aren’t numbers that 
scream starter.

“I’ve been really working on 

By JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

The Prime Time’s reg-
ular season ended on Ju-
ly 13, which means it’s 
playoff time. The league’s 
first two playoff games 
took place Sunday in the 
North Liberty Communi-
ty Center.

The first game featured 
matchup between Marion 
Iron and Vinton Merchants.

Marion Iron features 
Hawkeye senior Dom Uhl 
(who did not play because of 

injury) and Iowa sophomore 
Tyler Cook; Vinton sports 
freshman Jack Nunge and 
junior Brady Ellingson.

The game showcased 
the skills of Cook and 
Nunge, who guarded each 
other throughout.

“It was a really phys-
ical game,” Nunge said. 
“We both were trying to 
attack the basket every 
time. You know, that’s 
kind of what practices are 
like, trying to go strong to 
the basket.”

Nunge drew first blood, 

scoring the first 2 points 
of the game.

Vinton did not re-
linquish the lead until 
around halfway through 
the second half, when 
Marion hit a 3 to make 
the score 61-60 with 11:22 
to play. But Nunge and 
Vinton took back the lead 
on the next possession.

Vinton then held the 
lead until Marion tied 
the game at 74 with 4:14 
left to play. That’s when 
Nunge showed he’s ready 
to face the pressure of 

college basketball — he 
scored the game’s next 5 
points with a 3 and a put-
back dunk.

It was a game-chang-
ing moment, and Vinton 
didn’t lose the lead for 
the rest of the game.

With the 86-74 win, Vin-
ton will take on Jordan Bo-
hannon, Ryan Kriener, and 
the rest of the L.L. Pelling 
squad on Thursday.

Cook’s team might have 
lost the game, but he put 
up monster numbers, go-
ing for 30 points with 8 

rebounds and 5 assists.
For Vinton, Ellingson 

had 15 points with 7 re-
bounds and 6 assists, while 
Nunge led the way with 34 
points and 11 rebounds.

“He [Nunge] can really 
shoot the ball and stretch 
the floor,” Cook said. 
“He’s going to be a really 
good weapon for us this 
year. The more he learns 
to pick his spots, the bet-
ter off he is going to be.”

Right after the first 
game, the Armstrong 
team took on Westpoint 

in the final playoff game 
of the day.

The game featured Iowa 
juniors Ahmad Wagner 
and Christian Williams 
playing for Armstrong 
and freshman Luka Gar-
za and sophomore Maishe 
Dailey on Westpoint.

For most of the game, 
Westpoint dominated, 
taking the lead to start 
the game. From the last 
minutes of the first half 
through the opening min-
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Iowa football lands more 
players on Watch List

On July 13, the Football Writers 
Association of America announced 
that Iowa linemen Sean Welsh and 
James Daniels are on the 2017 
Outland Trophy Award Watch List. 

The Outland Trophy is 
presented to college football’s 
most outstanding inside lineman 
in the Division 1. 

Four Hawkeyes have won the 
award, tying for the third most 
with Ohio State. 

The most recent Iowa lineman 
to win the award is former 
Hawkeye first-round draft pick 
Brandon Scherff in 2014. 

Welsh, a 6-3 native of 
Springboro, Ohio, started 12 games 
for Iowa in 2016 and earned second-
team All-American by USA Today. 

Daniels, a native of Warren, 
Ohio, started at center in 11 games 
during the 2016 season. The 6-4 
center has plenty of awards 
under his belt including first-team 
sophomore All-America as well as 
second-team All-Big Ten. 

On July 11, officials announced 
that Daniels was on the Rimington 
Trophy Watch List. 

On Nov. 15, the semifinalists will 
be announced, then, on Nov. 21, the 
three finalists will be announced. 

The Outland Trophy will be 
presented to the winner on Dec. 
7 at the Home Depot College 
Football Awards from the National 
Football Foundation’s College 
Football Hall of Fame in Atlanta.

Hawkeye Tweets 
 

Iowa baseball 
(@UIBaseball) 
retweeted MiLB.com: 
“#Astros sixth-round pick Jake 
Adams ties for @nypennleague 
lead with fifth HR for @ValleyCats”

Iowa men’s golf 
(@IowaHawkeyeGolf) 
tweeted:
“@Matthew1Walker is T-3rd at 
the @TransMissGolf Amateur 
heading into Wednesday’s 
2nd round! Follow along: 
#Hawkeyes”

Sports
Freshmen shine in Prime Time
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Hopin’ home 
cookin’ is a boost

Big Ten QBs 
ready for 
shootoutIowa baseball player Justin Jenkins hopes to use 

his summer in his hometown to prove he deserves 
a home in the Hawkeye lineup.

A Daily Iowan staffer breaks down which 
QBs will battle for best passer in the Big Ten.

Ben Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Jack Nunge and Luke Garza tip-off a Prime Time game at North Liberty Community Center on July 13. Playoffs for Prime Time began on Sunday, with the league hosting its title game on July 23.

Two Hawkeye freshmen lead their Prime Time teams to a semifinal berths.

File Photo/The Daily Iowan
Iowa center fielder Justin Jenkins celebrates his RBI single during the second game of the Iowa-Purdue series at  
Banks Field on March 25. The Hawkeyes defeated the Boilermakers, 5-1.
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