
By RISHABH R. JAIN, ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW DELHI — Nearly six years after 
her son slipped and fell around 109 yards 
into a raging mountain river in India, nev-
er to be seen again, Elizabeth Brenner is 
still wondering how such an accident could 
have happened.

Brenner’s son, University of Iowa stu-
dent Thomas Plotkin, was one of the 
millions of American students who have 
studied abroad on university-sponsored 
programs in the last decade — part of a 
growing global youth travel industry esti-
mated to be worth $183 billion a year.

He wanted to experience another culture 
“unlike anything that he’d ever known,” 
Brenner said.

Others want to study a new language or 
learn about different political systems. Uni-
versities generally encourage study abroad 
because they believe it improves leadership 
skills and employment prospects.

When her son died, Brenner began look-
ing into how many other students died 
overseas, and who might be keeping track 
of the deaths.

“The answer was that nobody was keep-
ing track of this at all,” she said.

The number of American students 
studying abroad each year has doubled in 
the last decade. But while U.S. colleges and 
universities must report deaths on their 
campuses, they are not required to disclose 
most student deaths that occur abroad, 
and data collected by industry organiza-
tions are incomplete.

More than 313,400 American students 
earned academic credit for studying abroad 
in 2014-15, according to the Institute of 
International Education, which creates 
study-abroad programs and manages U.S. 
government study-abroad scholarships.

Most student deaths or injuries overseas 
are only briefly discussed or mentioned in 
local newspaper reports. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Education keeps no such statistics. 

•••
Ros Thackurdeen hasn’t been able to 

sleep through the night since her youngest 
son, Ravi, drowned while on a school-spon-
sored excursion to a beach in Costa Rica 
in 2012.

“I began searching the Internet,” 
Thackurdeen said. Within five years, she 
amassed seven binders of newspaper arti-
cles and travel alerts counting 3,200 oth-
er students who had died or 
been kidnapped, drugged, 
injured, or assaulted abroad 
over the last few decades.

For 2014, she counted 14 

student deaths — far higher than the four 
listed by the Forum on Education Abroad 
among the nearly 150,000 students it was 
able to track that year. The forum calcu-
lated a mortality rate of 13.5 per 100,000 
from those four deaths in an effort to com-
pare on-campus deaths with those during 
study-abroad programs, which often last 
less than a full school year.

“What I discovered about study-abroad 
safety was disturbing,” Thackurdeen said 
from her home in Newburgh, New York. 
“The numbers of incidents and deaths on 
study abroad are overwhelming.”

She and other grieving mothers began 
demanding more transparency about what 
happens when students go overseas.

“Coffee beans and bowling balls have 
more rules than any program, school, pro-
fessor, or teacher escorting our kids into 
foreign countries,” said Sheryl Hill, who 
has built a business called Depart Smart 
around providing safety advice to students 
going abroad after her 16-year-old son, Ty-
ler, fell ill and died while studying in Ja-
pan in 2007. She said he had Type-1 diabe-
tes and died from dehydration when he did 
not receive medical attention in time.

Grieving parents successfully lobbied 
for legislation in Minnesota in 2014 and 
in Virginia two years later to regulate the 
study-abroad industry. A similar measure 
has been introduced in New York, and one 
member of Congress is now pushing a na-
tionwide bill.

“Knowing which areas are hot spots for 
violent crime is important information for 
kids and parents to know when they’re 
making decisions on where they’ll study 
abroad,” said Rep. Sean Maloney, D-N.Y., 
who first introduced the Ravi Thackur-
deen Safe Students Study Abroad Act in 
Congress in 2014. The bill failed to pass in 
the Republican-led House of Representa-
tives, and Maloney plans to reintroduce it 
in September.

“If our kids are consistently getting hurt 
in a particular city or at a particular uni-
versity, American families have a right to 
know that information so they can make 
informed choices about where to study,” 
Maloney said.

Gregory Malveaux, study-abroad coordi-
nator at Montgomery College in Maryland, 
published a 2016 book titled Look Before 
Leaping: Risks, Liabilities, and Repair of 
Study Abroad in Higher Education, cov-

ering study-abroad risks and pre-
ventative measures that could offset 
them. Malveaux backs the idea of 
mandating institutions to release 
data on student deaths and injuries 
while studying abroad.

“If these data exist on-campuses, 
it needs to also cover off-campuses,” 
Malveaux said. “Study abroad is no 
more dangerous for students than 
on-campus activities and occurrenc-
es. But it is beneficial to know the 
level of safety, and safety measures 
available, for the entire institution, 
including study abroad.”

•••
The lure of studying abroad is 

as strong as ever, and universities 
are eager to accommodate. At least 
1,000 American universities and col-
leges currently offer credit for study-
ing overseas, up from 700 a decade 
ago, according to the Institute of 

Hawkeye football 
player talks about his 
road to the NFL
Former Hawkeye Greg Mabin 
experienced a season ending 
ankle injury his senior year at 
Iowa. Though that is not how he 
wanted to close out his senior 
season, there was no going 
back. SPORTS, 8
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Delving into study-abroad deaths

Regents’ tuition task force unveils plans
The state Board of Regents has announced an Aug. 14 tuition task force meeting at the UI, with three other 
meetings scheduled across the state that will include legislative and business stakeholders, as well as the public 
and university communities.
By MARISSA PAYNE
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

Five-year tuition plans from 
Iowa’s three public universities 
will be the highlight of the state 
Board of Regents’ tuition task 
force meetings taking place later 
this summer.

The task force’s four meetings 
will commence with a July 27 
meeting at the Pappajohn Edu-
cation Center, 1200 Grand Ave., 
Des Moines, according to a sched-
ule released by the regents. Those 
invited to make presentations in-
clude Gov. Kim Reynolds or some-
one from her office, legislative 
leaders, and business and eco-
nomic development stakeholders.

In August, the task force will 
hold meetings at the public uni-
versities — the University of 
Northern Iowa, Iowa State Uni-
versity, and the University of Iowa 
— during which university repre-
sentatives will present five-year 
tuition proposals to the task force. 

These meetings will also include 
an hourlong listening session.

All meetings are open to the 
public, and they will be live-
streamed and archived. The pub-
lic can email the task force at the 
regents’ website.

The regents will hear a sum-
mary of the task force’s meetings 
at its Sept. 6-7 meeting on the UI 
campus.

Through the task force’s meet-
ings, the regents plan to re-exam-
ine the process of setting tuition 
at its three institutions and come 
up with five-year models that will 
provide students and families 
with predictability in planning 
their higher-education finances. 
These plans may vary for each in-
stitution, though the regents have 
traditionally aimed to keep base 
resident undergraduate tuition 
roughly the same.

“Each institution is a little bit 
different, and that’s one thing 
that we haven’t had any votes or 
discussion, but there’s a general 

trend that we do want to allow 
the universities to maybe make 
some adjustments based on their 
own needs,” Regent President Mi-

chael Richards said after the June 
8 meeting at UNI.

While U.S. colleges and universities 
must report deaths on their campuses, 

they are not required to disclose 
most student deaths that occur 

abroad, and data collected by industry 
organizations are incomplete.

“Study abroad is a priority [at 
the University of Iowa]. Far too few 
executives have the skills to be truly 

successful in unfamiliar cultural 
waters.” — Downing Thomas, the 
UI dean of International Programs, 
which sends more students to India 

than any other U.S. institution.

When Plotkin died on his 2011 trip to 
the Indian Himalayas, the University 
of Iowa, where he had been enrolled, 

cut off all ties with the National 
Outdoor Leadership School and 

stopped accepting academic credits 
earned in its courses. 

Photo source: Depart Smart
Former UI student, Thomas Plotkin died on a hiking trail 
while studying abroad in India in 2011. Note From the Author

I first discovered this story while 
working as a reporter for The Daily 
Iowan in winter of 2011. The death 
of University of Iowa student Thomas 
Plotkin in the mountains of India 
had compelled me to go to the area, 

a few hundred miles north of my hometown, New 
Delhi, during my winter break from school. I really 
wanted to find out more about what happened, 
because not much information was available in 
American or Indian media at the time. Through my 
reporting, I was able to find some crucial information 
about the incident that would have been otherwise 
lost in the mountains.

When Plotkin’s mother, Elizabeth Brenner, 
informed me about her trip to India earlier this year, 
I wanted to document her journey for my current 
employer, Associated Press. We decided to do a 
cross-format report, and it gave me a chance to dig 
deeper into into the field of study abroad in the U.S. 
As a former international student at UI, and someone 
who has reported from both the U.S. and India, I have 
always been fascinated by stories that go beyond 
borders. Also, I have always wanted to follow up on 
the story I wrote in 2012, and I had kept in touch with 
a lot of my old sources, including Brenner, which gave 
me the opportunity to report this story. Interestingly, 
when I went back on the trail following Brenner and 
her family in April this year, we realized that the bell 
that hung in Plotkin’s memory (the front-page photo 
for the 2012 story in the DI), marking the spot on the 
trail where he had fallen, had been washed away by 
the seasons. We were able to identify the spot using 
the DI’s front-page photo. We matched the shape of 
rocks that pave the trail from our 2012 photo, with 
the actual rocks on the trail and were able to figure 
the exact location. Brenner and her family had carried 
with them another bell, with “Thomas,” inscribed on 
it, that they then hung on the same spot. 

•••
As I have said before, The Daily Iowan is the 

newspaper that made me a journalist. I am extremely 
thankful to the paper that equipped me with the 
right skills and discipline, which have helped me 
further my career as a journalist.

In 2011, UI student Thomas Plotkin traveled to India. 
He was enrolled in the Semester in India course 
with the National Outdoor Leadership School, 
based in Wyoming. On a hiking trip on the Milam 
Glacier Trail through the Himalayan Mountains in 
northern India, Plotkin’s foot reportedly slipped on 
a wet rock. He fell off the edge of the trail and down 
a slope into the Goriganga River.

Graphic by Levi Wright

Note from the Editor: In 2012, The Daily Iowan published 
Rishabh R. Jain’s piece Fatal Fall Raises Questions (above). 
Jain worked for the DI from August 2011-December 2012. 
His follow-up article (left) was published by the Associated 
Press on July 7. For more context on the story, go to 
dailyiowan.com.

AP photo/Rishabh R. Jain
On April 13 Elizabeth Brenner, who is following the last 
footsteps of her son in India, enters the Gangasagar beach 
in West Bengal state, where the Ganges river flows into the 
Bay of Bengal. Brenner’s son, Thomas Plotkin, died during a 
study-abroad trip to the mountains of India more than five 
years ago. Brenner spent two months tracing the 1,037-mile 
path along the Ganges River because she believes this is the 
path taken by her son before he died.
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Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
UI President Bruce Harreld takes a question from Regent Larry McKibben during a Board of Regents meeting on 
June 8. McKibben chairs the regents’ tuition task force. Harreld will present the UI’s five-year tuition plan when 
the task force meets on the UI campus Aug. 14 in 101 Biology Building East.
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International Education. 
In addition, “many cam-
puses” with fewer than 10 
students studying abroad 
aren’t on the list, insti-
tute spokeswoman Sharon 
Witherell said.

Last year, new federal 
legislation was introduced 
by Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., 
and Sen. Roger Wicker, 
R-Miss., to make studying 
abroad an integral part of 
higher education by creat-
ing more university grants 
and incentives. The goal 
of the bill is to increase 
the number of Americans 
studying overseas to 1 mil-
lion a year.

Educators believe the ex-
perience increases students’ 
chances of landing manage-
ment-level employment.

“Study abroad is a prior-
ity” at the University of Io-
wa, said Downing Thomas, 
the dean of International 
Programs, which sends 
more students to India 
than any other U.S. insti-
tution. “Far too few execu-
tives have the skills to be 
truly successful in unfa-
miliar cultural waters.”

But the benefits of study 
abroad are not limited 

to landing good jobs. “It 
contributes to personal 
growth through great-
er independence, deep-
er self-knowledge and 
greater tolerance for am-
biguity,” said Brad Farn-
sworth, vice president of 
the American Council on 
Education. “There is evi-
dence that study abroad 
is a high-impact practice 
that contributes to overall 
academic success.” 

•••
There is much about 

study-abroad programs that 
parents may not know — 
including that their child’s 
university may not actually 
be overseeing the program. 
Many American univer-
sities and colleges find it 
too expensive or difficult to 
manage such programs. In-
stead, they refer students to 
independent, third-party op-
erators such as the Institute 
for the International Educa-
tion of Students, the Council 
on International Education-
al Exchange, or Semester at 
Sea.

These independent pro-
gram operators are not 
authorized to give college 
credits. So they partner 
with accredited institu-
tions, often different from 
the school where the stu-
dent is enrolled.

Thackurdeen said the 

setup was duplicitous. 
“These universities offer 
these programs as if it’s 
theirs,” she said.

Her 19-year-old son had 
been studying chemistry 
and pre-med at Swarth-
more College in Pennsylva-
nia, but his tropical-med-
icine course in Costa 
Rica was being accredited 
through Duke University. 
“They give you a sense that 
they have done their due 
diligence,” she said.

After Ravi Thackurdeen 
died, Swarthmore stopped 
backing the program he 
had been on, offered by 
the Organization of Trop-
ical Studies, but contin-
ued backing others offered 
through that same non-
profit consortium.

When Plotkin died on 
his 2011 trip to the Indian 
Himalayas, the UI, where 
he had been enrolled, cut 
off all ties with the Na-
tional Outdoor Leadership 
School and stopped ac-
cepting academic credits 
earned from its courses.

Thackurdeen and Bren-
ner both sued the program 
providers for negligence, 
and their cases were 
moved to courts in the 
states where the programs 
were based. Thackurdeen’s 
case is pending in North 
Carolina, while Brenner 

was forced to settle after 
a court ordered mediation.

“It is as if the state itself 
doesn’t want you to prevail,” 
Brenner said. “Safety will 
come from transparency.”

Earlier this year, Bren-
ner spent two months 
tracing the winding, 
1,037-mile trail along the 
Goriganga and Ganges 
rivers to where the water 
empties into the Bay of 
Bengal.

Brenner said she be-
lieved this was the path her 
21-year-old son’s body trav-
eled after he fell more than 
300 feet from the trail in 
September 2011.

“He lived 30 days after I 
put him on the plane and 
sent him to India,” said 
Brenner, from Minneton-
ka, Minnesota. Now fa-
tigued and unsure of what 
she was searching for, she 
said she was trying to gain 
any knowledge she can 
about those 30 days lead-
ing up to his death.

“Did he suffer? Was he 
awake when he hit the riv-
er? That part breaks my 
heart over and over again, 
thinking about him being 
alone during those last few 
seconds,” Brenner said.

“I still feel a tremendous 
amount of grief. I’ll have 
to figure out how to carry 
that for the rest of my life.”

By MOLLY HUNTER
molly-hunter@uiowa.edu

Reigning state party 
stars Gov. Kim Reynolds 
and Acting Lt. Gov. Adam 
Gregg noted the impor-
tance of the youth vote 
as the 2018 campaign be-
gins to churn in a Johnson 
County Republican Cen-
tral Committee fundraiser 
in Coralville on the eve-
ning of July 6.

Reynolds took over the 
governorship when Ter-
ry Branstad left to serve 
as the U.S. ambassador 
to China. She will serve 
out the remainder of his 
term, and in June, she 
announced her intention 
to run in the 2018 guber-
natorial election with run-
ning mate Gregg.

The event was held at 
the Radisson from 6 to 7 
p.m.; speakers included 
Jeff Kaufmann, the head of 
the Iowa Republican Party, 
Reynolds, and Gregg.

“Republicans know 
what’s up for grabs,” 
Kaufmann said. “Republi-
cans know what we have 
to do, and we don’t want 
to lose the ground that we 
are gaining. We are in an 
absolutely optimal situa-
tion here.”

In his remarks, Gregg 
said the Republican Party 

is not doing enough to re-
cruit younger voters.

“I think there’s a huge 
opportunity for outreach 
to young people by our 
party,” he said. “I think 
it’s really easy to write off 
young people as millennial 
snowflakes who are hope-
lessly for the Bernie Sand-
ers crowd.”

No, he said, young 
adults present an opportu-
nity for Republicans.

“There’s an opportuni-
ty to talk to them about 
what do conservative pol-
icies bring to the table … 
to have more freedom in 
their lives and have more 
opportunity in their lives,” 
Gregg said.

Reynolds agreed, not-
ing that conversations at 
home can lead to Republi-
can youth.

“It starts at home, and 
it starts with strong fami-
lies, and it starts by chang-
ing the hearts and minds 
of Iowa families,” she said.

Toward the end of the 
event, audience mem-
bers could ask Reynolds 
questions.

President of Johnson 
County Republican Wom-
en Carol Ann Christian-
sen said she encountered 
a pair of college students 
over the Fourth of July 
who discussed whether the 

immigrants who colonized 
the United States were 
the nation’s first terrorists 
because of their treatment 
of Native Americans.

“How do we go about 
getting this kind of an at-
mosphere in this county, 

in [Iowa City] especially,” 
Christiansen said.

Reynolds’ response fo-
cused on facilitating open, 
respectful discourse.

“We’ve got to get back 
to a place where the dis-
cussion is healthy,” she 

said. “My grandpa was 
an FDR Democrat, and 
we didn’t align on a lot of 
stuff, but we knew how to 
have a constructive debate 
about issues at the table. 

It’s about respect, and it’s 
about treating people with 
respect and talking about 
where the differences are 
and looking for common 
ground.”

Republican fundraiser focuses 
on recruiting Iowa’s youth
A Republican fundraiser focuses on how to promote conservative values in Iowa’s younger voters.

INDIA
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Background behind the 
task force’s formation

The task force will 
convene after a series 
of tuition increases, in-
cluding two-consecutive 
June votes to hike tui-
tion, which student-gov-
ernment leaders have 
condemned as being un-

fair to students and fam-
ilies who have already 
planned their finances 
based on the tuition rates 
approved in December 
each year. 

In an attempt to offer 
predictability in approv-
ing tuition rates and state 
appropriations requests, 
the regents unveiled in 
September 2016 a dynam-
ic “2+2” model to provide 
students, families, and 
state lawmakers with a 
two-year funding outlook. 

Former Regent Pres-
ident Bruce Rastetter 
hinted at the formation 
of the task force at the 
regents’ April meeting in 
Council Bluffs when dis-
cussing the likelihood of 
a vote in the near future 
to increase tuition due to 
midyear budget cuts.

A state budget shortfall 
of more than $100 mil-
lion in January resulted 
in a reduction of approx-
imately $18 million in 
state appropriations the 

three regent institutions, 
with the UI seeing a loss 
upwards of $9 million.

In light of the cuts, 
Rastetter said, the task 
force would be key to dis-
cussing the realities of 
public support for state 
universities.

UI President Bruce Harreld and UI administration:
· Raise faculty salaries to retain faculty and prevent other universities from 
poaching top faculty
· Move tuition closer to the average of the UI’s peer group rather than its current 
level, which is at the bottom compared with peer institutions
· Maintain tuition rate increases of about 5 percent on an ongoing basis to remain 
competitive with peer universities
· Include financial aid in the budget and improve processes to identify students who 
need aid most, including first-generation and other underrepresented students
· Continue campus-wide efforts to boost efficiency and reinvest in the UI’s core mission 
through the Transparent Inclusive Efficiency Review
· Pursue strategic initiatives and maintain the UI’s status as a Research-1 institution
· Make the case for funding higher education and promote its value to state 
politicians and other stakeholders
· Rely less on lagging state support to fund the university, in part by turning to 
philanthropic donations

UI Student Government President Jacob Simpson and Vice President 
Lilián Sánchez:
· Develop a plan that offers students and families predictability to better plan 
their finances and avoid summer votes to increase tuition
· Use the Iowa Tuition Grant, which is currently awarded to Iowa residents attend-
ing private colleges in the state, at all the regent universities
· Examine tuition from a holistic perspective and think about tuition increases in 
terms of absolute dollar values rather than percentages
· Consider the burden placed on disproportionate tuition rates between resident 
and nonresident students
· Remember students also pay for housing and meals — for some, a tuition 
increase means choosing among education, food, and shelter
· Determine who will have access to and be able to afford a UI education
· Urge the UI to publish how it spends additional tuition revenue
· Ensure financial-aid programs support the students most in need
· Get student input and keep the dialogue open between administrators 

UI leaders’ hopes for tuition plans and higher education funding

TUITION
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds speaks during a Johnson County Republicans event at the 
Coralville Radisson on July 6. The audience consisted of  Republicans who had donated 
$25 per individual to attend, $125 to host, and $500 to sponsor.

For a schedule of the four 
tuition task force meetings, 
including locations, go to 
daily-iowan.com
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By DENISE CHEESEMAN
denise-cheeseman@uiowa.edu

NORTH LIBERTY — 
Looking for the North Lib-
erty Blues & BBQ Festi-
val? Follow your nose.

The smoke of charcoal, 
hickory, and many more 
secret ingredients wafted 
high into the air above 16 
local food vendors on the 
morning of July 8 as they 
began to cook ribs and 
chicken and prepare slaw 
and cornbread, among ma-
ny other delicacies.

Although final numbers 
are not in yet, the 11th-an-
nual Blues & BBQ drew an 
estimated crowd of more 
than 15,000, said volun-
teer committee member 
Katie Colony.

As Draven Ladehoff, a 
9-year-old North Liberty 
resident, said, “Of course, 
it’s Blues and Barbecue — 
why wouldn’t everyone in 
North Liberty come?”

Community members 
were there to enjoy kid-cen-
tered activities during the 
day, including a stunt kite 
show, petting zoo, and in-
flatables, and more fun for 
the adults later when the 
beverage garden opened 

and the live music began, 
Colony said. And, of course, 
they were there for some 
good hometown barbecue 
as well.

Adam Schechinger, a 
State Farm insurance 
agent who serves the 
Coralville and North Lib-
erty area, has sponsored 
the barbecue portion of 
the festival since 2008 
and now serves as the 
judge for the competition. 
Vendors had asked him 
for the opportunity to get 
bragging rights for ma-
ny years, he said, before 
the contest was officially 
started last year. Cynful 
Smokers BBQ of Wapello, 
Iowa, took home the first 
trophy in 2016.

This time, Iowa City’s 
own Mosley’s Barbecue 
and Provisions came out 
on top.

Tim Reicks, one of the 
main pit masters for the 
restaurant, said the crew 
submitted The Mosley, 
a pulled pork sandwich 
topped with signature 
sauces and slaw.

Owner Sean Keller 
said the dish was created 
through “tons of trial and 
error and a lot of terrible 

barbecue coming off the 
pit at home.”

After all that hard work, 
though, Keller wanted to 
thank the community.

“It’s awesome to be able 
to get the food that we do 
out to the community at 
large, and we support the 
community, and we do a 
lot of charity work and 
stuff, but really it’s the 
other way around — all 
the communities support 
us,” he said. “All joking 
aside, we’re super appre-
ciative of everybody who 
has come through at this 
festival, other festivals, 
and at the restaurant. I 
mean, they’re the reason 
we’re here.”

As the sun began to 
set, the inflatables were 
cleared away, leaving an 
open grassy space where 
friends tossed footballs 
and Frisbees, and Ander-
son East took the stage.

East, an up-and-coming 
national blues artist cur-
rently touring with Chris 
Stapleton, rolled through 
song after song, with 
snappy drums and horns 
accompanying his South-
ern growls and howls 
across the park, pausing 

in the middle of a song to 
ask, “Everybody feeling 
all right this evening? Ev-
erybody feeling good?” and 
receiving cheers from the 
crowd.

He played songs from 
his first LP, Delilah, sam-
pled a couple others from 
a forthcoming album, and 
even dipped into a cover 
of the 1966 classic “Hold 
On, I’m Comin’,” by Sam 
& Dave.

Event co-chair and 
North Liberty communi-
ty-engagement coordina-
tor Jillian Miller said this 
was her favorite part of 
the day.

“When everyone is hav-
ing some good old-fash-
ioned community building, 
in a tent, it’s a beautiful 
sunset here in Iowa over 
the cornfields, and the per-
formers walking on stage, 
that’s just really reward-
ing,” she said.

She also thanked the 
local business sponsors 
who made the event so 
accessible.

“We have so many 
young families here, a lot 
of people have a lot of kids, 
too, and it’s hard to pay 
an admission fee for five 

people and then buy some 
food, and some drink, and 
everything. It’s great that 
we have all these family 
activities — inflatables, 
the craft tents, balloons, 
cops, and all the fun things 
they can do to interact and 
listen to some music — all 
for free.”

Barbecue melds with blues and fun in festival
Community spirit runs high as North Liberty celebrates with food, music, and free family fun on July 8.

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Anderson East performs during the 11th-annual North Liberty Blues & BBQ in North 
Liberty’s Centennial Park on July 8. The event was free. 

A video of event highlights can be 
found online at dailyiowan.com.

North Liberty Blues & BBQ rocked 
Centennial Park on July 8 with six 
bands, 16 food vendors, and tons 
of fun for the whole family.

On the Web:

80/35 MUSIC FESTIVAL

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan

Fans of MGMT observe from afar as the band performs on stage at Western 
Gateway Park during the 80/35 Music Festival in Des Moines on July 7, 2017. 
The annual festival, which lasts two days, celebrated its 10th anniversary 
and hosted artists ranging from local indie-rock bands such as The Maytags 
to headliners MGMT and The Shins. Apart from musical performances from 
featured artists, attendees could walk the surrounding streets on which 
local vendors offered select choices on food, drinks, and apparel. 80/35 was 
established in 2008 by the Des Moines Music Coalition. The yearly event 
boasts previous performances from musical artists The Roots, Death Cab for 
Cutie, The Decemberists, and Wu-Tang Clan. According to festival organizer 
Justin Schoen, the organization has seen as many as 15,000 people in 
attendance in years past and is growing each year. Fans could purchase 
tickets in advance for a one-day pass for $45 or two-day for $90. Go online 
at dailyiowan.com for a full-length story and slideshow.



Protesters with dis-
abilities, mainly those 
associated with disabili-
ty rights group ADAPT, 
are being dragged out of 
their wheelchairs by po-
lice officers. On July 7, for 
example, a disabled pro-
tester at Sen. Rob Port-
man’s office in Ohio was 
forcibly removed from 
his wheelchair by being 
pulled out of it and onto 
the floor. Another wom-
an was taken from her 
wheelchair and put into a 
van. Although this sounds 
like something from a 
dystopian novel about a 
society living in an au-
thoritarian state, I assure 
you it’s real life. Of course, 
the distance between the 
fictional story I described 
and our current national 
situation is debatable, but 
you get the picture.

In June, physician 
Marc Siegel appeared on 

Fox News (he’s a regu-
lar guest) to discuss the 
proposed GOP health-
care bill, at that time the 
American Health-Care 
Act. He said that many 
people on Medicaid are re-
ceiving too much care and 
even stated that those 
who rely on wheelchairs 
don’t actually need a new 
one every two years.

The maximum number 
of hours of personal care 
provided under Medicaid 
hovers around six per day. 
If you’re someone who 
needs almost around-the-
clock care, such as me, six 
hours is nowhere near 
“too much care.” And as 
far as wheelchairs go, the 
reality is that Medicaid 
does not pay for a new 
one every two years. The 
average waiting time for 
a new chair is five to six 
years, and then, a doctor 
and physical therapist 
must prove to insurance 
that the new wheelchair 
is necessary. I know this 
because I am in the pro-
cess of getting a new 
wheelchair right now.

So wheelchairs. Let’s 
talk about them. Every 
single person with a dis-
ability is different and 
has different needs. Some 

people who rely on wheel-
chairs can sit unaided out 
of their wheelchair. Some 
can even bear weight or 
walk small distances. Oth-
ers, including me, need 
their wheelchair to fully 
support their body and 
sitting position. I can’t sit 
on a bench without some-
one holding me up, I can’t 
bear any weight, and I 
certainly would be com-
pletely helpless if I was 
forcibly removed from my 
wheelchair.

So here’s a secret to ev-
eryone reading this, par-
ticularly law enforcement: 
It is possible to remove 
someone in a wheelchair 
from a scene after arrest-
ing them without taking 
them out of the very thing 
that allows to sit upright 
and support their own 
body. All it takes is a po-
lice force willing to learn 
about how wheelchairs 
work and how the bodies 
of those with disabilities 
function. Although mo-
torized wheelchairs are 
often heavy (mine weighs 
377 pounds), they can be 
put into manual gear and 
then pushed. My friends 
have pushed my chair 
when my batteries have 
died. Police officers can 

surely do it, too.
If your immediate re-

sponse to those with dis-
abilities protesting the 
GOP’s health-care bill 
is “They’re overreacting; 
none of this will actually 
happen,” I urge you to con-
sider otherwise. Hopeful-
ly, none of this does hap-
pen, but if it’s going to be 
stopped, it will be stopped 
by those demanding their 
voices to be heard. Much 
of the current support for 
people with disabilities, 
including making public 
transportation accessible 
by law, was secured by 
ADAPT and its strategy 
of civil disobedience.

Also consider that a 
lot of this stuff already 
is happening. Iowa’s pri-
vatized Medicaid is a di-
saster, with many of the 
managed-care organiza-
tions cutting hours of ser-
vice. If your response to 
ADAPTers protesting is 
“They shouldn’t put them-
selves in harm’s way,” re-
alize that our lives are al-
ready in danger from the 
proposed cuts. It doesn’t 
matter whom you voted 
for; issues such as these 
should be nonpartisan. 
We all have the power to 
stop this.
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Opinions

Setting aside prejudice 
and stereotypes, it makes 
economic sense to legalize 
recreational marijuana in 
Iowa. Given that Iowa is 
currently in the midst of 
a bit of a budgetary quan-
dary, it would make sense 
to try to raise more funds 
by taxing the sale of mar-
ijuana instead of raising 
other taxes.

Although the state is 
in no way in as bad of 
shape as our neighbor to 
the east (Illinois), a fresh-
ly released report by the 
nonpartisan Legislative 
Services Agency predicts 
a $104 million budgetary 
shortfall for Iowa’s coming 
fiscal year. This even takes 
into account a myriad of 
prior financial maneuvers 
that the state Legislature 
has wielded in an effort 
to address the fourth-con-
secutive year of declining 
farm income, which just so 
happens to play a rather 
large part in funding the 
state government.

So if experts say Io-
wa is facing a budgetary 
crisis, what potential op-
tions does the state have 
to balance the budget? It 
appears rookie Gov. Kim 
Reynolds will be forced to 
call the Legislature to a 
special session so that a 
deal can be struck. In the 
special session, the Leg-
islature will then have to 
either raise revenue or 
cut spending. Most likely, 
to get the budget in line, 
a combination of tax in-
creases and spending cuts 
will be levied in addition 
to borrowing some money 
from “rainy day” savings. 
But what if the state could 
find an innovative way 
to raise revenue so that 
spending doesn’t have to 
be cut? What if the state 
legalized the recreational 
sale of marijuana, as Ne-
vada just did?

Admittedly, this is prob-
ably a pie-in-the-sky pro-
posal. After all, Iowa is a 
fairly socially conservative 
state that has a history of 
being quite stingy about 
marijuana. Medical mar-
ijuana is legal in Iowa 
— however, only on a lim-
ited basis for specific con-
ditions. Moreover, many 
patients have expressed 
dismay at the difficulty in 
acquiring marijuana le-
gally for medical purposes 
because few dispensaries 
exist in Iowa (transport-
ing marijuana across state 
lines is illegal, even if for 
medical purposes).

Nonetheless, support 
for recreational mari-
juana has been growing. 
A February Des Moines 
Register poll showed that 
the public is beginning to 
warm up to recreational 
marijuana; 39 percent of 
respondents approved, up 
from 29 percent in 2013. 
Maybe people are finally 
starting to realize what 
the medical community 
has reached consensus 
on: Marijuana is less 
harmful than alcohol and 
tobacco. Still, both state 
and federal government 
policies continue to frame 
marijuana as an illegal 
drug not safe for use by 
the public.

As a result, all this seems 
to set up a somber future 
for marijuana use in Iowa. 
Not to mention that the 
Iowa Legislature and gov-
ernorship are controlled 
by Republicans, who tradi-
tionally aren’t the biggest 
fans of marijuana.

Perhaps, then, my pro-
posal is more of a dream. 
I highly doubt whether it 
will even be considered as 
an option to ameliorate the 
budget shortfall, but it could 
help. Legalizing marijuana 
makes economic sense. If 
politicians and the public 
are willing to set aside their 
preconceived notions about 
“weed,” Iowa just might be 
able to come up with the 
money it needs. It probably 
wouldn’t be quite as much 
as Colorado’s reported $200 
million in tax revenue for 
fiscal 2016, but it very well 
could at least help the state 
raise funds.

Actually, we need those 
wheelchairs, protesting or not

Brandon Ezekiel of Philly ADAPT is arrested after blocking the entrance of ABC 27’s studio in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, to protest the arrival of Sen. Pat Toomey for a TV town 
hall on July 5.

More pot, 
more money
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When a state rules over a city and a county

The cost of living in St. 
Louis is higher than the 
cost of living in small-town 
Missouri. So why should 
both places have the same 
minimum wage?

In the Missouri Legis-
lature, the lawmakers did 
not seem to consider that 
factor. After the legisla-
tors passed a new law that 
forbids city and county 

governments from setting 
their own minimum wag-
es, St. Louis-area work-
ers now face a hard blow 
to their paychecks. As the 
fight for minimum-wage 
hikes increases nation-
wide, Missouri is forc-
ing St. Louis to lower its 
minimum wage from $10 
to $7.70 starting Aug. 28. 
This brings into question 
whether a state govern-
ment should have power 
over a city government to 
pass such drastic laws.

The decision comes soon 
after economists at the 
University of Washington 
found that raising min-
imum wage would hurt 
low-wage employees more 
than benefit them.

According to the Univer-
sity of Washington’s report, 
an increase in minimum 
wage means fewer hirings, 
fewer hours, and more re-
sponsibility placed on cur-
rent staff. The university 
conducted this research in 
Seattle as the city gradual-
ly increases its minimum 
wage to $15 an hour.

Still, minimum-wage in-
creases continue to go into 
effect nationwide. Missou-
ri’s government mandat-
ing lowering a city’s min-
imum wage is one of the 
first of its kind.

The minimum wage in St. 
Louis was set to rise to $11 
by January 2018. Missouri 
Gov. Eric Greitens insists, 
however, that that plan “will 

take money out of people’s 
pockets” and “kill jobs.” The 
governor has not signed on 
the law that will lower the 
minimum wage, but accord-
ing to Missouri law, as long 
as the governor does not 
veto a law, it goes into effect 
without a signature.

This means a potential 
cut of 23 percent for a 
minimum-wage earner’s 
paycheck. This is a major 
hit for those who struggle 
to make ends meet. To put 
it simply as a St. Louis na-
tive, $7.70 is not enough to 
live on in the city.

As much of the nation 
experiences increases in 
minimum wage, the is-
sues that the University 
of Washington discovered 

do not seem to outweigh 
the benefits for workers. 
The study, which is not yet 
peer-reviewed, failed to ac-
count for large businesses. 
The omission likely affect-
ed the results of the study, 
which contradicted years 
of research that found min-
imum-wage increases are 
overwhelmingly beneficial 
to workers and economies.

Because the cost of living 
in St. Louis does not com-
pare with the rest of Missou-
ri, it does not make sense for 
the city to follow the state’s 
standard minimum wage. 
$7.70 gets a person much 
further in, say, Joplin than 
in a bustling metropolis 
such as St. Louis. Low-wage 
earners in St. Louis are al-

ready suffering financially, 
the reason for the planned 
hike in the minimum wage. 
A $2.30 cut means the suf-
fering will be exacerbated.

While not every busi-
ness owner will choose to 
decrease pay, those who do 
risk causing severe finan-
cial injury to the employees. 
A city government should 
have power over a state gov-
ernment to choose its own 
wage. Otherwise, the conse-
quences are devastating.

For individuals in St. Lou-
is facing a pay cut, a major 
adjustment in lifestyle is 
necessary. It is bad news for 
workers, especially those 
who are already earning the 
bare minimum, to see a loss 
this huge in their paychecks.

James Robinson/PennLive.com via AP
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This summer, Iowa for-
ward Dom Uhl has been 
trying to prove last season’s 
struggles are behind him in 
the Prime Time League.

Last season, Uhl saw his 
game regress.

He started the year full of 
confidence after a promising 
sophomore year, but after 
the first month, it was clear 
he had taken a step back.

During his sophomore 
year, the Hawkeyes had 
used Uhl as an offensive 
spark off the bench.

He was a reliable 3-point 
shooter, averaging 6 points a 

game while knocking down 
.450 percent of his shots 
from deep.

These numbers earned 
him a starting job to be-
gin last season for the 
Hawkeyes; it was a role he 
couldn’t maintain for long.

Uhl finished last season 
averaging just 3.5 points 
per game on a dismal .351 
percent from the floor and 
an even worse .238 percent 
from deep.

Iowa teammate Nicholas 
Baer is confident this upcom-
ing season will be different.

“I think Dom [Uhl] will be 
fine,” Baer said. “He should 
have a good senior campaign. 
He’s got great versatility and 

defense, and whenever you 
have that, you’ll find your 
way in the lineup.”

Uhl put his skills on dis-
play Sunday as his team, 
the Marion Iron, faced off 
against L.L. Pelling.

In that game Uhl put up 
23 points, getting several 
of those points on 3s. He 
also managed to grab 13 
rebounds while dishing out 
two assists.

If Uhl were to receive 
an award for his Sunday 
performance it would be a 
sharpshooter award.

The 6-9 forward knocked 
down .500 percent of his 
shots, most of which were 
jump shots.

Big scoring and rebound-
ing numbers have been the 
norm for Uhl so far this sum-
mer; he averages 20.8 points 
per game and 8.3 rebounds.

“Dom’s been working ex-
tremely hard this summer,” 
Iowa teammate Tyler Cook 
said. “Every time I go to the 
gym, he’s there working on 
his game and creating bet-
ter shots for himself. He’s 
another scoring threat and 
defensive weapon our team 
can use.”

Prime Time is a perfect 
warm-up for Uhl and his 
teammates as they prepare 
for their team trip to Ger-
many, Aug. 6-17.

This trip is a bit more 

emotional for Uhl than it 
might be for the rest of his 
teammates; his hometown 
is Frankfurt, Germany.

It’s been five years since 
the last time Uhl played in 
Germany, and it will be the 
first time his mother will 
get to watch her son play 
basketball in years.

“I’m pretty excited,” Uhl 
said. “She’ll get to watch me 
play for the first time since 
I left. She’ll also get to meet 
my friends and watch them 
play for the first time.”

Uhl hopes he can put on a 
show for his mother in Ger-
many as well as hopefully 
prove that this year he is 
worthy of a starting position.

Another interesting part of 
Sunday’s Prime Time action 
included some friendly com-
petition between Uhl’s team-
mate Nicholas Baer and his 
younger brother Michael.

“It was a lot of fun,” Baer 
said. “I haven’t had a chance 
to play against him  much 
competitively. So, I get a 
chance here in the Prime 
Time League is a lot of fun.”

Michael might not get a 
chance to play with his old-
er brother in college, but for 
the crowd that gathered into 
Roberts Gym at the North 
Liberty Community Center, 
it definitely added an excit-
ing aspect to a meaningless 
summer game.

Iowa’s lone senior, Dom Uhl, has spent his summer improving his game and getting ready for this upcoming season as well 
as his return home to Germany.

ing him. Coming from south 
Florida and him playing for 
the Miami Dolphins, it was 
great to learn from him. To be 
able to soak up everything he 
had to say was invaluable.” 

At Iowa’s Pro Day in 
April, Mabin hadn’t been 
cleared to participate, but 
that didn’t stop him from 
attending and supporting 
teammates as well as get-
ting his name out to scouts. 

Eventually, strength 
coach Chris Doyle helped 
set up a private practice 
session in which scouts 
could watch him do drills. 
He even taped the practice 
to send to other NFL scouts.

Though his ankle was 
only to about 80 percent 
healthy, Mabin felt confi-
dent in his abilities. 

“I felt like I was good 
enough to show teams that 
I was improving, and I was 
still ready to get to work, 
and that I would still give it 
my best shot,” Mabin said. 

After a long road of re-
covery and getting back on 
the field, Mabin signed with 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
as an undrafted free agent. 

It finally seemed as 
though Mabin was head-
ing up and would have his 

chance to play profession-
al football, but then, at one 
of the first practices, he 
pulled a hamstring. 

This set him back once 
more and prevented him 
from practicing. Eventu-
ally Tampa Bay released 
him, and it was back to the 
drawing board. 

After a few weeks and 
different tryouts, the Buffa-
lo Bills entered the picture, 
and the Bills ended up sign-
ing him a week later. 

Since then, he has at-
tended Buffalo practices 
and started to get accus-
tomed to the Bills’ defense. 

“I had a couple practices 
in Buffalo where I got all of 
the defense thrown at me 
at once, so that was over-
whelming, but I feel like I 
adjusted pretty well to it,” 
Mabin said. “Right now, I 
am back home, training 
and getting my body ready 
for training camp.”

Currently, he is on a 
three-week break, but 
that doesn’t stop him from 
working out twice a day 
and treating it as though 
he is still at camp. 

The veterans on the 
team have really helped 
make that transition a bit 
easier, especially former 
Hawkeye Micah Hyde. 

“At first, I was starstruck, 
but then it was easy to let 
that fade and get down to 

business,” he said. “Micah 
for sure has helped out. 
When I got signed, he told 
me that he would watch out 
for me, and if I stuck by him 
I would be good.” 

The transition from Io-
wa’s man defense and going 
to a pro defense of focusing 
on the quarterback has been 
challenging and one of the 
main focuses he has as he 
heads into training camp. 

“I want to work on my 
transition and work on my 
breaks,” he said. “Because 
I am a taller corner, I have 
the tendency to be higher 
in my backpedal and work 
on getting low to explode 
out better.” 

Now that making an NFL 
roster is closer than ever, 
Mabin looks back to his time 
at Iowa as valuable learning 
experiences and forming 
great friendships. In fact, 
the one thing he misses the 
most wasn’t what they did 
on the field but off. 

“I would have to say 
just being around with 
the guys, whether we were 
playing video games or be-
ing out downtown and es-
pecially being in the locker 
room after a win — just 
that comradery we had on 
and off the field is what I 
miss the most,” Mabin said.

Mabin will participate 
in the Bills’ training camp 
July 27 through Aug. 15.

MABIN
CONTINUED FROM 8

Hawk Uhl focused on honing his game

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Dom Uhl shoots a 3 at the buzzer during a Prime Time game in the North Liberty Community Center on Sunday. Uhl racked up 23 points and grabbed 13 rebounds. 
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Second chances don’t come very often, but 
former Hawkeye cornerback Greg Mabin got an-
other chance through hard work and dedication. 

After an ankle injury cut his senior sea-
son short and set his NFL dreams back, the 
main focus was to figure out how he could 
get back to that level.

At the start of Mabin’s senior season, he 
was projected to enter the 2017 NFL Draft 
and was getting some attention as a possi-
ble top 20 cornerback by CBSSports. 

The start of Mabin’s senior season was 
good but average. He saw a lot of action, 
especially with teammate Desmond King 
lined up on the opposite side. 

Mabin made 37 tackles, forced 1 fumble, 
but the one thing he did not record was an 
interception.

Then, on Nov. 5, 2016, Mabin played in his last 
football game as a Hawkeye against Penn State. 

To say this was an awful game for Io-
wa would be an understatement — the 

Hawkeyes fell in a 41-14 beating. 
After Mabin and the Hawkeyes returned 

to focus on their next opponent, Michigan, 
the worst happened. 

During the last padded practice before 
Iowa upset Michigan, Mabin stepped on a 
teammate’s leg; Mabin broke the talus bone 
in his ankle, ending his Hawkeye career.

Mabin made 35 starts during his time at Io-
wa, but the one that really got to him was that 
his last start was at Penn State. It was defi-
nitely not the way he wanted his career to end. 

“It was frustrating to have that be my last 
collegiate game at Iowa,” he said. “I went 
through a time where I doubted myself. 
I asked myself, ‘Why me, what did I do to 
deserve this,’ honestly just feeling sorry for 
myself. The people close to me got me out of 
that, and once I started rehab, focusing on 
what I could control, it helped me a lot.”

Though there were some hard emotions after 
his injury, Mabin looked to healing his ankle as 
well as mentoring the younger players on the 
team, Manny Rugamba and Josh Jackson. 

He was able to stay in tune with football as 

well as the cornerback position. It was his way of 
staying prepared even though he wasn’t playing.

Mabin also received words of encouragement 
from many of his teammates as well as from his 
family, who supported his road back to football. 

Fellow DB King gave Mabin lots of words 
of encouragement.

“He told me to keep my head up and take 
the rehab slowly,” Mabin said. “You don’t 
want a setback. Know your body, and know 
what you can do.”

2017 started to look up for Mabin; he was able 
to start rehab and got to meet with NFL scouts. 

After Iowa’s loss at the Outback Bowl in 
January, Mabin went home to Florida to con-
tinue rehab and start training for the NFL. 

The 6-2 cornerback looked to Sam Madi-
son, a former four-time NFL Pro Bowler who 
had turned his knowledge of the cornerback 
position into a way to help younger players. 

The work that he did with Mabin and the 
impact he made, Mabin won’t soon forget.

“It was great,” Mabin said. “I grew up watch-
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Iowa Baseball adds to 
pitching staff 

On July 
6, Iowa 
baseball 
head coach 
Rick Heller 
announced 
that Desi 
Druschel, 
who has 
been the 
program’s 

director of baseball operations 
for the past three seasons, 
will be promoted to full-time 
pitching coach.

Druschel will work with 
a stellar staff that broke 
numerous records in the 2017 
season and ended with a 4.39 
team ERA. 

Druschel will have the chance 
to build on this success with 
the 13 pitchers Iowa has on the 
roster for the 2018 season. 

“We’re excited to have Desi 
as our new coach,” Heller said 
in a release. “He has been an 
integral member of our staff 
the past three seasons, and 
I am confident he’ll do an 
excellent job as an assistant 
and on the recruiting trail. Desi 
is as good as it gets on the 
player-development side.”

During his first season with 
Iowa, the Hawkeyes won 41 
games (the second-most all-
time) and earned an at-large 
berth in the NCAA regionals, the 
first since 1990. To top it off, 
Iowa finished in the national 
rankings at No. 20 for the first 
time in the program’s history. 

His résumé before joining 
the Hawkeye staff is pretty 
impressive also. 

He won 172 games, played 
in two NAIA Region VII 
Tournaments while ending with 
two conference runner-up and 
two third-place finishes as the 
head coach at Mount Mercy. 

During his time at Iowa, he 
has been a part of numerous 
groundbreaking seasons, 
especially this past season. 
Iowa won its first-ever Big Ten 
Tournament Championship, 
advanced to a second regional 
in the past three seasons, and 
had four Hawkeyes drafted in 
this year’s MLB Draft. 

“I am excited about the 
opportunity and am looking 
forward to growing what Iowa 
baseball has become in the past 
four years,” Druschel said in 
release. “Rick, Scott [Brickman], 
Marty [Sutherland], and the 
rest of the staff has put Iowa 
on the baseball map. We’re all 
looking forward to continuing 
the program’s growth.” 

— Jess Westendorf

Former Hawkeye Soccer 
player signs with 
professional team

On July 
8, former 
Hawkeye 
soccer player 
Amanda 
Lulek 
announced 
that she 
would 
continue 
her soccer 
career at the 

professional level. 
She announced that she had 

signed a contract with Medyk 
Konin, a professional team in 
Poland that plays in the UEFA 
Women’s Champions League and 
has had three appearances in 
the UEFA Women’s Champions 
League. 

Lulek posted photos to 
Instagram and explained in the 
caption that the contract was 
official,

“My professional career has 
officially started. I’m so excited 
to be playing with the well-
respected Medyk Konin team 
in Poland for the next year. I’m 
praying the Lord uses me in 
ways I can’t even imagine while 
I am on this adventure and that 
I can glorify Him in all I do. 
Thank you to everyone who has 
supported me.” 

During her time as a 
Hawkeye, Lulek made 62 starts 
as one of Iowa’s top-offensive 
players. She earned Big Ten 
All-Freshman team selection her 
freshman year as well as the 
Academic All-Big Ten Selection 
in 2016 during her senior year. 

— Jess Westendorf

By JESS WESTENDORF
jessica-westendorf@uiowa.edu

On July 8, Bobby Elliott, a former Hawkeye football 
player (1972-1975) and former Hawkeye assistant coach, 
passed away after a long battle with cancer at the age of 64. 

As a defensive back for the Hawkeyes, Elliott 
had a standout senior season, leading the team in 
interceptions and pass breakups. He also earned 
numerous academic honors as well as the NCAA 
Postgraduate Scholarship in 1976. 

After his time as a player was over, Elliott focused 
on becoming a coach. He went on to coach for 38 
years, with 11 of those years at Iowa as an assistant 
under Hayden Fry (1987-94, 1996-98). He is also the 
son of former Iowa Athletics Director Bump Elliott.

For the first eight years of his coaching career, Elliott 
was the secondary coach before transitioning to defen-
sive coordinator for his last three years at Iowa. 

During his career, Elliott gained coaching experience 
at Iowa, Nebraska, San Diego State, Kansas State, Iowa 
State, Kansas State, Ball State, and North Carolina. 

Elliott coached in 18 bowl games during his ca-
reer as well as the 2012 BCS National Championship 
game with Notre Dame. 

The Fighting Irish went 12-1 that season. 
Elliott had a remarkable impact as a college 

football player but an even bigger one as a college 
coach. The knowledge and effect he had on college 
football will always be remembered. 

He is survived by wife Joey, children Grant and 
Jessica, grandchildren Levi and Robin, father Bump, 
and siblings Bill and Betsy. 

Below is a statement from the Elliott Family: 
“Bob Elliott, our loving son, husband, father, 

grandfather, and friend, passed away peacefully sur-
rounded by family on Saturday night, July 8, 2017. 

“Bob devoted his life to serving as a mentor and 
coach to countless student-athletes. In his over 40 
year career, he was committed to excellence and 
integrity, sought to bring out the best in everyone, 
and instilled a sense of hope to all he touched. 

“He was a champion and warrior who was 
steadfast, dedicated, and selfless.  His pride and joy 
were his wife, children, grandchildren, and family, 
and although our hearts are broken, his memory 
lives on through the men and women who loved 
him throughout his great life.

“Details for a celebration of his life will be 
shared soon.”

Sports
Mabin takes the long road
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“Coach E” Bob Elliott was a special part of my life 
as a coach, mentor, and most importantly, a friend. 
He was a father figure when I needed it most. 
Coach E could be called upon in any situation and 
was never too busy to help anyone, regardless of 
circumstances.

Beyond all that which Coach E provided us individ-
ually and collectively, he will leave behind a legacy 
that will last forever in the countless number of 
lives he touched. He was committed to excellence 

and positivity. His goal was always to bring out the absolute best in 
everyone with whom he had the opportunity to interact.

Coach E could see potential in people and was often able to instill a 
sense of hope in those whose lives he touched. He taught so many 
people to be responsible for ensuring a positive, sustainable future. He 
wanted everyone to be a responsible citizen and respected member of 
their community. He led by example.

The passion with which Coach E used to enrich the lives of Iowa Hawk-
eye student-athletes and countless others is why I can truly say, Coach E 
is the greatest coach I ever had. His life is a blueprint to us all of what it 
truly means to be fully committed to impacting the lives of student-ath-
letes and growing a community filled with excellence, wherever you are 
in the world.

While I often did so privately and regularly, today I publicly salute you 
Coach E, Bob Elliott. The many life lessons and experiences you have 
shared with me will never be forgotten.

Thank you for sharing your light with us all. I will always love and 
cherish the memories you have provided. I thank God for blessing me 
with the man who helped me become a man. Rest well, my dear friend 
and beloved Coach.

With the highest praise, honor, love, and respect,

— Bo Porter 
Iowa Hawkeyes

Ex-Hawk Bob Elliott remembered
To Our Beloved ‘Coach E’:

Former Hawkeye defensive back and assistant coach, Bobby 
Elliott passes away July 8 after a long battle with cancer.

File photo/The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive back Greg Mabin waits for the snap during the Iowa/Miami (Ohio) game in Kinnick on Sept. 3, 2016. Mabin finished with 35 career starts as an Iowa Hawkeye and is now playing with the Buffalo Bills.

Former Hawkeye cornerback Greg Mabin overcame a season-ending injury to pursue his dreams of 
playing professional football. 
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“Our thoughts and prayers are extended to Bump, Joey, and the entire 
Elliott family.  Bob was an outstanding individual with the highest 
integrity as a person, and as a football coach. Along with being an 
outstanding player and excelling in academics during his Iowa career, 
Bob was a dedicated coach and family man, always putting others ahead 
of himself.  Bob touched the lives of many student-athletes, along with 
those he coached and worked with throughout his career.  Bob was a great 
Hawkeye and contributed to our program as a player, coach and graduate 
of the University of Iowa,”  — Iowa Head Coach Kirk Ferentz

“Our thoughts and prayers go out to Bump 
Elliott and the Elliott family as they mourn 
their loss.  Bobby was a terrific person.  He 
loved his family... he loved to coach... and 
he loved the Hawkeyes.  He will be missed,” 
— Iowa Athletics Director Gary Barta

File photo/The Daily Iowan
Iowa free safety Dwight Sistrunk (22) reacts to instructions from first-year Iowa defensive-back coach Bobby Elliott 
in 1987. Elliott passed away July 8 at the age of 64 after a long battle with cancer.
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