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Refugees settling in Johnson County will 
now have increased access to vaccines.

The Johnson County Public Health De-
partment is working with refugees to elimi-
nate travel and cost barriers that prevented 
refugees from receiving necessary vaccina-
tions by doing paperwork in addition to ad-
ministering vaccines. 

Jacob Riley, the department’s disease-pre-
vention specialist, said awareness of the 
barriers to vaccinations arose out of a dis-
cussion with refugees in December. 

Although the department 
has offered some vaccinations 
previously, Riley said, refu-
gees must complete specific 
forms after being in the U.S. 
for one year to apply for their 
green cards with the aid of a 
civil surgeon.

“Refugees would either 
have to travel to Polk Coun-
ty or Linn County or go to 
a private civil surgeon and 

have a greater cost associated with it, and 
now that we provide the service in Johnson 
County, we can do the initial paperwork as 

well as administer the vaccines,” he said.
A majority of refugees in Johnson County 

were not originally resettled here, said Me-
gan Sanchez, a health education coordina-
tor who works with IC Compassion, a non-
profit organization that engages culturally 
diverse communities.

“Essentially, what that means is that 
they were initially resettled by an agency 
in another part of the country,” she said in 
an email to The Daily Iowan. “Then, they 
have chosen to move to Johnson County be-
cause of jobs, friends, or family, and/or be-
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Katherine Will is set to travel 
from the green fields of Iowa to the 
mountains and pampas of Argenti-
na for a year.

Will, a recent University of Io-
wa graduate, received a Fulbright 
English Teaching Assistantship 
award to go to the Latin Ameri-
can country. She is one of 16 UI 
students to receive a Fulbright for 
2017-2018, a record high for the 
school, surpassing the UI’s 15 Ful-
bright recipients in 2016.

In Argentina, Will said, she will 
work as a language-learning assis-
tant in a teacher-training college 
while also doing a community-en-
gagement project.

For her community-engagement 
project, Will plans to set up an art 
workshop in which students can 
read and design their own comics. 
The idea came from a Latin Amer-
ican comics class that she took 
at the UI, Will said. She also had 
prior experience teaching a comics 
class at a summer camp.

“I thought it was really helpful to 
be able to read the comics and see 
the images along with the words 
because then if I didn’t know what 
certain terms were, then with the 
pictures, I would be able to piece it 
together,” she said.

She said the Fulbright program 
appealed to her because she did 
not have the opportunity to study 
abroad during her undergraduate 
career, but it would allow her to so-
lidify her Spanish skills and apply 
classroom content to the context of 
a real-world situation.

Aside from her studies as a 
Spanish major, Will said she has 
gained experience through her 
work as a Writing Fellow and un-
dergraduate writing tutor in the 
Writing Center and also by work-
ing with international students in 
summer programs.

These summer programs helped 
her see how rewarding it could be 
to work with elementary- and mid-
dle-school students, she said, and 
inspired her to earn her master’s 
in foreign-language education. She 
said she would like to teach at a 
dual-immersion school, though she 
sees herself most likely teaching at 
the high-school level.

“I feel like in the U.S., there 
isn’t too much of an emphasis on 
learning a second language or at 
least there wasn’t in Iowa through 
my K-12 education, so that’s also 
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County aids refugees with vaccinations

By MADELEINE NEAL
madeleine-neal@uiowa.edu

When President Trump held 
a rally at the U.S. Cellular Cen-
ter in Cedar Rapids last week, 
he was greeted by a sea of 
faithful followers and also by a 
crowd of critics. 

Inside the arena, Trump sup-
porters gazed out the venue’s 
window at a group of protesters 
stretched alongside the street.

Jim Lendherr, who voted for 
Trump, said protesters need to 
understand what is actually go-
ing on in the United States.  

“I guess it’s their right to pro-
test,” he said. “But they ought to 
get themselves educated so they 
know what’s really going on.”

Lendherr said he spoke to a 
protester who wanted Trump to 
be impeached, to which Lend-
herr responded, “How come we 
didn’t impeach Obama?”

“He [the protester] said, ‘I 
have no idea,’ ” Lendherr said. 
“People don’t remember the old 
days, how hard we worked to 
make this country, and it seems 
like it’s getting torn down.”

For Trump voter Denis Reglin, 
Trump is doing what he prom-
ised. Reglin said he is proudest 
of Trump’s pick for Supreme 
Court, Neil Gorsuch.

“I don’t know that much about 
it, but [Gorsuch] seems really 
good,” Reglin said. “[He is] a ba-
sic fundamental conservative, 
with same values as [Antonin 
Scalia], and we needed that.”

Jeanette Dennis and Ja-
mie Mapier, who both voted 

for Trump, said they laughed 
when they saw protesters out-
side the venue.

“They’re yelling, ‘Lock him up, 
lock him up.’ For what?” Mapier 
said. “What do you want to lock 
him up for?”

For Dennis, the protesters are 
just a roadblock to halt Trump’s 
accomplishments. 

“He’s trying to make changes, 
and he’s getting blocked, and 
there’s no reason,” Dennis said. 
“Give him a chance; he’s trying 
his best.” 

For Mount Vernon native Rog-
er Schnittjer, however, policies 
in with Trump’s Republican 
Party caused him to stray from 
the GOP.

“I can’t go with the Republican 
Party anymore, and I changed 
some time ago, but the party is 
no longer what it was,” Schnit-
tjer said. “In the middle of the 
[Ronald Reagan] years is when 
I stopped.” 

Schnittjer said he ultimately 
switched parties because of in-
equality; he believes there has 
been an increase in inequality, 
which is what he said will take 
the country down.

“[It’s] worse with the current 
administration, and I would like 
to see the whole world great 
again,” he said. “[Trump] doesn’t 
have a policy. His only policy is 
to destroy what Obama did be-
cause he hates it — it’s going to 
be a tough four years — it’ll be 
better at the end of it.” 

Kris Hale, a protester from 
Marion, said she and her daugh-
ter protested to show sup-

port against what she called 
“Trump’s hatred.”

“There’s got to be a better 
way than the way things are 
running right now,” Hale said. 
“Trump isn’t making America 
great again — I can’t stand the 
thought of the ban, or the wall, 
or anything related to it.”

Richard Pitner, a protest-
er from Cedar Rapids, said he 
showed up to protest because 
Trump showed up to speak.

“Trump is here today, which is 
why we’re here today — we can’t 
speak to him in D.C. because he 
doesn’t listen,” Pitner said. “A 
lot of people are disappointed 
with how he’s operating as pres-
ident — he doesn’t know what 
he means.”

Pitner said members of 
Trump’s following are forgetting 
and ignoring the Constitution. 

“We are seeing the operation 
of termites from within,” Pit-
ner said. “Trump is a termite 
— when his health-care bill is 
known, I think a lot more peo-
ple will be upset — he’s weak-
ening America every day he’s in 
office — he doesn’t deserve to be 
president.” 

Bret Nilles, the Linn County 
Democratic head, said he thinks 
Trump’s campaign promises ex-
emplify the “fantasy world” that 
he seems to live in.

Nilles said he thinks that in 
terms of talking about things 
that he said are never going to 
happen, and in terms of trying 
to gain support and have peo-
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UI alum 
sets 
sights on 
Argentina
UI graduate Katherine 
Will is headed to 
Argentina thanks to 
a Fulbright English 
Teaching Assistantship. 
Only three UI students 
have received the awards 
to go to Argentina.
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Refugees voiced their needs regarding vaccinations, and the Johnson County Public Health 
Department is helping to make the vaccines more accessible.

Ben Smith/The Daily Iowan
Tonja Barnes and Michelle Young, supporters of President Trump, talk outside the U.S. Cellular Center in Cedar Rapids during a presidential rally. The 
event reached capacity, leaving some rally members outside in the rain.

Regents appoint 
interim executive 
director
State Relations Officer Keith 
Saunders has been selected 
to serve as the state Board 
of Regents interim executive 
director. Saunders, one of the 
regents’ most senior staffers, 
is accepting a $50,000 raise, 
which will boost his pay over a 
legislative cap for the position.

Parklawn Hall to 
undergo renovations
The opening of the 12-story 
Elizabeth Catlett Residence 
Hall this fall provides an 
opportune time for University 
Housing and Dining to close 
Parklawn Hall for renovations. 
It will reopen in the fall of 2018. 
Assignment coordinators are 
working with the 51 students 
who opted to live in Parklawn 
in the fall of 2017.

Hawkeye football 
scores two oral 
commitments
Over the weekend, two rising 
high-school juniors committed 
to play for the Iowa program in 
their college years. Sports, 8

High court partially 
allows travel ban
The Supreme Court has 
rules to allow the Trump 
administration’s 90-day travel 
ban in part, stopping foreign 
nationals from six countries in 
the Middle East and Africa from 
entering the U.S. unless they 
have a close relationship with a 
person or entity in the country.

Vince Staples releases 
new album
Former XXL Freshman 
Vince Staples released his 
sophomore album, Big Fish 
Theory, on June 23. The 
album mixes Staple’s precise 
lyricism with electric-house 
instrumentals. 
Review, 3

Harry Potter turns 20
Monday was the anniversary of 
J.K. Rowling’s first novel in the 
seven-book 
series. Harry 
Potter and 
the Sorcerer’s 
Stone, its 
British title, 
was first 
published 
on June 
26, 1997, by 
Bloomsbury. 
Later, Harry 
Potter and the 
Sorcerer’s Stone became the title 
for U.S. audiences.

Protect your eyes for 
National Sunglasses Day
The Vision Council, a global 
vision-care industry, annually 
promotes today’s “holiday” in 
an attempt to bring awareness 
to the risks UV-Rays have 
on vision. Social hashtags 
circulating are #SunglassSelfie 
and #NationalSunglasses. 
Some brands are offering 
online sales today.

News
To Know

SEE VACCINES, 2

NATIONAL POLITICS 

SEE TRUMP, 2

President Trump’s recent rally at the U.S. Cellular center in Cedar Rapids united 
his loyal following and also his staunch critics.

J.K. Rowling
Harry Potter And the 
Sorcerer’s Stone

Riley
disease-prevention 
specialist
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AN AFTERNOON FOR CHATTING

Audrey Buchman and her friend Bob get caught up on the Pedestrian Mall on Monday. They both frequent the area and chat regularly.

Anti-Trump protesters chant and display their signs in view of Trump supporters near the president’s rally in Cedar Rapids on June 21.
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ple continually look to see 
what’s going to happen 
next, his presidency is 
similar to what his cam-
paign was built on.

“That’s what it seems 
like he’s doing now as 
president — wanting you 
to keep coming back and 
see what they’re going 
to do next without ac-
complishing anything,” 
Nilles said. 

With all the distrac-
tions, he said, he can see 
why Trump supporters be-
lieve him. 

“The way Trump states 

what’s happening, I could 
see where if you’re not 
watching him, there are 
so many distractions go-
ing on — you believe him. 
In terms of immigration, 
immigration in the Unit-
ed States has been declin-
ing for the last year, crime 
rate was at its lowest ever 
last year, and he’s tak-
ing credit for it being low 
now,” Nilles said. “I think 
there are so many distrac-
tions going on that sheer 
supporters believe him 
because you really don’t 
hear the facts of what’s 
happening.” 

Justin Wasson, the 
Linn County Republi-
can head, said he thinks 
Trump is fulfilling his 

campaign promises.
“The Paris Climate 

Agreement is a classic ex-
ample,” Wasson said. “He 
campaigned on that, he 
said we’re pulling out, and 
he did.” 

Wasson also said he 
thinks Trump has al-
so followed through in 
terms of border security 
and tax reform. 

“If anything, I find it in-
teresting how people get 
surprised when he does 
some of the stuff he does,” 
he said. “He just told for 
the last two years that 
this is what he’s going to 
do — I think he’s really 
been fulfilling a lot of the 
promises he made during 
the campaign.”

TRUMP
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

FULBRIGHT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

VACCINES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

cause they prefer to live 
in a rural area.”

This can lead to prob-
lems when it comes time 
to apply for green cards, 
Sanchez said, because 
refugees may not bring 
their health records with 
them or did not finish 
vaccines prior to moving.

Sanchez said the 
change in Johnson Coun-
ty is being discussed 
with clients “on a case-

by-case basis as they 
apply for green cards,” 
though email and social 
media are also being uti-
lized to inform clients.

“In addition, we’ve 
been spreading the word 
to our clients as they 
come into the office,” she 
said. “We’ve found that 
it’s easiest to spread the 
word in person with our 
refugee clients.”

Riley said the Johnson 
County Public Health 
Department is working 
to figure out the best way 
to inform potential cli-
ents of the change to the 

services. Organizations 
including IC Compas-
sion and the Catherine 
McCauley Center in Ce-
dar Rapids will be key to 
referring refugees to the 
department’s services, he 
said.

“It’s really import-
ant that they were on 
board and an integral 
part of the process to 
make sure that all lines 
of communication are 
open,” he said.

Initially, it seemed 
that the project would 
not be possible, but 
Sanchez said IC Com-

passion volunteer Dave 
Shriver, an attorney by 
trade, “read restrictions 
and documents on civil 
surgeons carefully” and 
ultimately determined 
that the Johnson County 
Public Health Depart-
ment could offer the ser-
vice to refugees.

“I’m so pleased that 
they’ve been able to 
move forward with this 
project,” she said. “The 
cost of civil surgeon ex-
ams was a big barrier 
for our refugee clients as 
they were applying for 
green cards.”

part of the reason I want 
to become a teacher,” she 
said. “I think it’s important 
now more than ever that 
everyone learns a second 
language from a young age, 
particularly Spanish.”

Although Will said she 
is concerned about her lan-
guage skills and being able 
to effectively communicate 

while abroad, Carol Sev-
erino, the director of the 
Writing Center, said Will is 
a multitalented individual 
who is skilled at writing, 
speaking, and listening and 
could do a lot with her Ful-
bright scholarship.

Will wrote her Honors 
thesis about tutoring in 
Spanish and Spanish writ-
ing, Severino said, and the 
thesis will be used to help 
set up a Spanish writing 
center in the future. 

“Her awareness of lan-

guage and her awareness 
of writing will [allow her to 
have] empathy with other 
learners,” Severino said.

Karen Wachsmuth, the 
UI’s Fulbright program ad-
viser, said the committee 
that selects Fulbright re-
cipients is not looking for 
students in cookie-cutter 
mode, and Will — who, in 
addition to being fluent in 
Spanish and skilled in art, 
plays in an orchestra and 
string quartet — is evident-
ly a student who follows her 

passions and is open to dis-
covering new things.

“She may be the first per-
son from the United States 
[the students in Argentina] 
ever meet,” Wachsmuth 
said. “She will facilitate cul-
tural exchange, and she’ll 
make relationships that 
may last a lifetime. In so 
doing, she’ll represent the 
United States well, and 
she’ll bring back experiences 
to her professional life in the 
U.S. that will make her an 
even more effective teacher.”
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Vince Staples is a shark among 
fish on sophomore album

Long Beach native Vince Staples released his new album, Big Fish Theory, on June 23. The album follows his critically acclaimed 
Summertime ‘06 project, released in 2015.

By GAGE MISKIMEN
gage-miskimen@uiowa.edu

There are plenty of fish 
in the sea that is hip-hop, 
but none have quite the 
fins of Vince Staples.

Staples released his 
sophomore album, Big Fish 
Theory, last weekend, and 
the project has the poten-
tial to move him into the 
mainstream.

Big Fish Theory takes 
a look at rappers and hip-
hop in general from “out-
side the fishbowl”; Staples 
has always been an ob-
server and critic of all as-
pects of society. The project 
analyzes how rappers act 
and how hip-hop’s looming 
influence on today’s cul-
ture while continuing the 
theme from his 2016 EP, 
Prima Donna. That opened 
with a star rapper (pre-
sumably Staples) killing 
himself, and the rest of the 
project talked about how 
the fame and fans pushed 
him to that point.

Suffering from fame 
seems to be a constant 
theme in Staples’ music 
nowadays. On track three 
of Big Fish Theory, “Alys-
sa’s Interlude”, Amy Wine-
house’s voice can be heard, 
taken from a snippet of 
an interview: “I’m quite a 
self-destructing person, so 
I guess I keep giving my-
self material,” she says. 
Staples has been vocal 
about Winehouse’s death 
and unhappy with how the 
public has treated her.

Big Fish Theory’s sound 
is innovative in terms of 
hip-hop. Electronic house 
beats are mixed with Sta-
ples’ introspective and 
confident verses in a way 
that’s never been done suc-
cessfully before.

The album is sprinkled 
with guests who add some-
thing extra. Artists credited 
throughout the album in-
clude Bon Iver’s Justin Ver-
non, Kendrick Lamar, Ray-J, 
ASAP Rocky, Ty Dolla Sign, 
Kilo Kish, and Juicy J.

Though the album is 
great as a whole, there are 
particular tracks that stand 
out. The Vernon-produced 
“Crabs in a Bucket” is the 
opening track, and it kicks 
off in high gear, only giving 
the listener a few seconds to 
get comfortable before the 
bass hits. “Crabs in a Buck-
et” refers to the “if I can’t 
have it, you can’t either” 
train of thought. Crabs in a 
bucket will fight and climb 
over each other to reach the 
top, but their behavior inev-
itably does more harm than 
good to themselves and 
those around them, and 
Staples is comparing the 
crabs to rappers and society 
in general.

“745” is another high-
light of Big Fish Theory. 
The lyrics have Staples, 
driving around the city in 
a BMW 745, venting about 
his relationships with 
women. Staples’ typical ni-
hilism shines on this track. 
“This thing called love re-
al hard for me/This thing 

called love is a God to me/
and we all just God’s prop-
erty/So feel free to fulfill 
the prophecy.”

He has always felt like 
an outsider to hip-hop 
until recently. He has a 
Sprite endorsement deal, 
and radio shows in bigger 
cities such as “The Break-
fast Club” on 105.1 are 
eager to interview him 

because of his dry humor 
and straightforward opin-
ions. In Pitchfork’s “Over/
Under” series on YouTube, 
Staples rated random 
things the hosts said from 
KFC to Tom Cruise, who 
he thought was underrated 
“because the mission was 
impossible, and he pulled 
it off three times.”

All this exposure, on 

top of his talent as a rap-
per, has brought him to 
the forefront of hip-hop. 
Staples’ lyricism, flow, and 
consistency in putting out 
high-caliber projects from 
mixtapes to full-length 
albums land him in the 
running for “greatest rap-
per alive” among Kendrick 
Lamar and … that’s about 
it. But honestly, listen to 

Staples, and see what he’s 
accomplishing in his mu-
sic, and one might consider 
him the heir to the throne.

Gage Miskimen is the cre-
ative director of The Daily 
Iowan this summer. He will 
examine and critique new 
music released every week. 
Have any recommendations 
of your own? Email him at 
gagemiskimen@gmail.com.

ISKY’S MUSIC RECOMMENDATIONSM A review series of new summer albums
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Great Depression. 
Pearl Harbor. 9/11. Sandy 
Hook. June 14’s Alexan-
dria, Virginia, shooting of 
Republican congressmen. 
The list of tragic events 
Americans have wit-
nessed is endless.

It’s during troubling 
times our politicians and 
citizens came togeth-
er, set aside their party 
affiliation, and resolve 
conflict. But; usually, the 
solidarity moments are 
soon forgotten, and polar-
ization picks up where it 
left off.

While political scien-
tists may disagree on 
whether political polar-
ization started after the 
Civil War’s Reconstruc-
tion era, mid-1970s, or 
early 1990s, all agree 
divisiveness is now at its 
zenith. With few excep-
tions, party-line roll-call 
voting has become stan-
dard protocol.

Around 93 percent of 
the voting choices during 
America’s 114th congres-
sional session (2015-16) 
were along party lines 
— Democrats voted one 
way, and Republicans 
voted the opposite. Nev-
er the twain shall meet 
seems to be apropos in to-
day’s political world. The 
result of polarization is 
that nothing worthwhile 
gets accomplished, and 
status quo becomes insti-
tutionalized.

The bulk of roll-call 
voting in Congress comes 
down to two issues: the 
role of government in-
trusion in the economy 
and regional differences, 
whether it’s rural versus 
urban, upper versus low-
er class or white-collar 
versus blue-collar.

The largest political 
survey of 10,000 adults 
conducted by the Pew 
Research Center during 
January-March revealed 
Democrats and Repub-
licans are further apart 
ideologically than at ANY 
point in history.

What has brought us to 
such divisiveness?

Four pieces of evidence 
hit me square in the face. 
First, the typical Repub-
lican is more conserva-
tive than 94 percent of 
Democrats, and the me-
dian Democrat is more 
liberal than 92 percent of 
Republicans, a 20 percent 
increase from 20 years 
ago.

Second, partisan an-
tipathy has risen. For-
ty-three percent of Re-
publicans, versus 17 
percent 20 years ago, 
have very unfavorable 
opinions of the Democrat-
ic Party. Likewise, the 
share of Democrats with 
very negative opinions 
of the Republican Party 
has more than doubled in 
the past 20 years from 15 
percent to 38 percent.

Third, the percentage 
of independents who em-
brace both liberal and 
conservative views has 
shrunk from 49 percent 
two decades ago to now 
39 percent.

Finally, the most tell-
ing about why we are in 
the era of polarization is 
62 percent of Dems and 
57 percent of Republi-
cans define compromise 
as “their side gets more 
of what it wants.”

Only 80 U.S. congres-
sional delegates, about 
half Republican and half 
Democrat, have formally 
endorsed the nonprofit 
organization No Labels, 
which wants to replace 
the politics of partisan 
point-scoring with the 
politics of productive 
problem-solving. They 
have co-sponsored nearly 
20 different pieces of bi-
partisan legislation.

Stop and think about 
this. Only 15 percent (80 
of 535) of our congressio-
nal representatives have 
formally agreed to the 
bipartisanship value. No 
wonder Washington is a 
mess.

Sens. Chuck Grassley 
and Joni Ernst, R-Io-
wa, and Iowa Reps. Rod 
Blum (Republican), Da-
vid Loebsack (Democrat), 
and David Young (Repub-
lican) are No Labels bi-
partisan supporters. Not 
surprisingly, Rep. Steve 

King, R-Iowa, wants 
nothing to do with bipar-
tisanship behavior.

What should we do 
about this polariza-
tion albatross? First, 
let’s conduct an honest 
soul-searching assess-
ment of our attitude 
toward both party’s 
platform positions and 
polarization record, seek 
out multiple and diverse 
sources of information to 
become better informed, 
be open to non-combative 
dialogue with others who 
view life differently, and 
become politically active.

Second, we need to do 
a better job of vetting 
our Democrat and Re-
publican candidates to 
determine if their values 
are too far left- or right-
wing damaging or are 
they more moderate to 
bring our country back 
together in a more peace-
ful, centrist, constructive, 
and productive manner.

America’s 325 million 
citizens deserve bipar-
tisanship behavior, and 
only we, yes, that in-
cludes you and me, can 
put an end to stifling 
polarization. I’m up to 
the challenge of political 
soul searching and ret-
rofitting my beliefs. How 
about you?

— Steve Corbin   
UNI professor emeritus 

of marketing
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Sartre and hah-hah care
COLUMN

By BEAU ELLIOT
beauelliot@gmail.com                                        

This is the week that 
was; Congress will decide 
to be cutting-edge and ex-
citing and make all video 
games free on demand. 
Hah, Congress will say. 
Hack that, Putin.

OK, well, no. That was 
fake news to its core, not 
that it had a core. What? 
You thought it was an 
apple?

And besides, when has 
Congress ever been cut-
ting-edge and exciting?

No, the Senate this 
week will attempt to vote 
on the GOP health-care 
proposal. Yeah, we know. 
We all will be on the edg-
es of our seats, because 
the debate promises to be 
inflammable. Or at least 
as inflamed as the Senate 
ever gets.

Crickets. No crickets 
ever get scorched in an 
“inflamed” Senate debate. 
They die of yawning too 
quickly.

And yes, Virginia, the 
word is “inflammable.” 
The prefix “in” in the word 
does not mean, well, “not.” 

It means, in highly tech-
nical grammatical terms 
reaching back many cen-
turies to the Latin roots 
of the prefix: Yo, buster, no 
open flames around this 
“stuff,” because it will blow 
up in your face. Which, in 
your case, might be an im-
provement.

(Those Latin guys had 
such a way with words. 
That’s probably why to-
day Latin is a “dead lan-
guage.”)

Which brings us, as 
life so often does, back to 
health care. And baseball. 
Many Americans, it seems, 
according to no scientif-
ic research whatsoever 
(that’s the American way), 
view health-care bills and 
baseball as dead languag-
es. In other words, boring. 
(There those crickets are 
again, still not scorched.)

Our extensive research 
appears to show that 
the only people who be-
lieve baseball is boring 
are themselves boring. 
Who could be bored, for 
instance, when a batter 
faces the ballet count? You 
know, 2-2.

Baseball is, at its heart, 

existentialism. There are 
many outs, but, as Sartre 
pointed out in his famous 
essay on baseball, no exit.

Health-care bills, on the 
other hand (depending on 
which hand you started 
with) tend to put people 
to death by yawning. In 
which case, they no lon-
ger have to be concerned 
about health-care bills, 
which might be the point.

The current GOP 
health-care bill appears 
to face some uphill row-
ing, though why people, 
even senators, would try 
to row a boat on a hill re-
mains unclear. Depending 
on who’s talking, the bill is 
DOA. Or it’s going to pass 
on a 50-50 vote, with VP 
Mike Pence riding to the 
Republicans’ rescue in a 
great-white-hope move 
and casting the killer tie-
breaker. And we do mean 
white. Not to mention  
killer.

Or the GOP health bill 
could disappear down the 
proverbial rabbit hole 
to reside with Alice in 
Wonderland. (Note: Alice 
doesn’t live there any-
more.)

OK, it’s a tad more 
complicated than that. So 
what isn’t?

The GOP health-care 
bill is highly unpopular, 
according to many polls. 
This, apparently, comes as 
a major surprise to the 13 
or so older, white, wealthy 
senators who crafted the 
bill in secret for many 
weeks. The bill could cause 
22 million or so work-
ing-class and poor people 
to lose health insurance 
while giving older, white, 
wealthy people some juicy 
tax cuts. People who don’t 
have any worries about 
health insurance, except 
that poor people might get 
it, too.

What could possibly be 
unpopular about that?

Actually, we’d rather 
talk about cut fastballs, 
though it does seem as if 
Republicans are throwing 
nothing but cut fastballs.

Meanwhile, speaking 
of existentialism, Amazon 
will buy Whole Foods, thus 
spawning such headlines 
as “Organic robots seize 
foodie icon.”

Hmm. As Sartre says, 
no exit.
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Hitchens, the 
right, and left

Opinions
COLUMN

By  DAN WILLIAMS
dan.willia@yahoo.com                                        

After critiquing American 
imperialism for decades, 
columnist and social critic 
Christopher Hitchens’s con-
tinued support for the Iraq 
war remains somewhat of 
a mystery of an otherwise 
brilliant career.

In his 2016 book, Exit Right, 
Daniel Oppenheimer looks at 
Hitchens’ alleged move from 
the left to the right, along with 
five other political figures, try-
ing to understand each one’s 
motives. It is a valuable book 
for understanding the current 
political landscape.

Though the entire book is 
worth reading, the chapter 
on Hitchens initially caught 
my eye. Hitchens was enor-
mously popular when I 
was growing up. God is not 
Great came out when I was 
a sophomore in high school, 
and his iconoclastic take on 
religion was irresistible.

Politically, his eloquence 
was truly inimitable. In his 
early years, his logic, too, 
was impeccable. He had 
a talent for the theater of 
political debate and was ca-
pable of mustering rhetoric 
to devastating effect. What 
budding teenage intellec-
tual didn’t want to develop 
her or his own “Hitch slap”? 
(One notices a rather ven-
omous version of this in Mi-
lo Yiannopoulos.)

The most politically contro-
versial position Hitchens took, 
however, was on the Iraq War. 
His vehement support and 
justification for the war sig-
naled to many a decisive break 
from the anti-imperialist left 
of his early years. But Oppen-
heimer errs on the reductive 
side when he writes, “Having 
preserved his moral cleanli-
ness for decades precisely by 
puncturing grand narratives 
rather than embracing them, 
Hitchens was finally ready for 
his great cause.”

If one reads Hitchens’ es-
says written immediately 
after 9/11, collected in Love, 
Poverty, and War, one can still 
feel the rawness of the event, 
the immediate aftermath, and 
Hitchens’ repugnance for any 
feelings of collective guilt and 

moral equivalency of the sort 
that Noam Chomsky was air-
ing — a kind of “we deserved it 
for what we’ve done.” Hitchens 
saw this, rightly, as depraved 
masochism.

Hitchens always had a 
strong strain of English Re-
publicanism in him, one of 
the reasons he so admired the 
American Revolution, which, 
in its philosophical underpin-
nings, was an English revo-
lution. And a central tenet of 
English Republicanism was a 
respect for individual liberty 
against a tyrannical state.

Throughout the 1990s, 
Hitchens became increasingly 
disgusted with the neoliberal 
consensus between Republi-
cans and Democrats, which 
he saw as a dangerous move 
toward a one-party state. 
And for this reason, I do not 
think that we can really fol-
low Oppenheimer in saying 
that Hitchens “exited right.” 
Oppenheimer contends that 
Hitchens’ support for the Iraq 
War constituted not only an 
apostasy from the left but an 
accompanying joining of the 
right. What this is better inter-
preted as is an unprecedented 
instance of Hitchens “going 
along” with the consensus.

It will be remembered that 
the only politicians who op-
posed the Iraq War were those 
on the far right and the far left.

What was surprising was 
that Hitchens never backed 
down from his initial position, 
that the United States had 
done the right thing in top-
pling Saddam Hussein’s ruth-
less dictatorship — even when 
it became clear that the public 
had been lied to, that there 
was good evidence to believe 
that the war itself, however 
liberating for the Iraqi people 
it could have been, was in fact 
a botched enterprise.

Oppenheimer is right to ti-
tle his chapter on Hitchens “A 
Man Alone,” for his apostasy 
from the left was less a move 
from left to right as a declara-
tion of independence from the 
left. History may judge Hitch-
ens harshly on the Iraq War, 
but it should not judge him 
as “switching teams.” In the 
pursuit of truth and justice, 
he was, and remains, a man 
alone. ‘We have met the enemy, 

and he is us’ as poso says
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By JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu 

In May, Iowa men’s golf 
said goodbye to two great 
Hawkeye golfers in Ray-
mond Knoll and Carson 
Schaake.

Both had tremen-
dous college careers as 
Hawkeyes, each earning 
All-Big Ten recognition 
numerous times, and 
Schaake won the Big Ten 
Tournament as an in-
dividual his sophomore 
year.

It’s safe to say both left 
behind big golf bags to 
fill.

The Hawkeyes hope re-
cently signed UK native 
Jake Rowe can fill one of 
those bags.

As last year’s Tan-
dragee Golf Club’s junior 
captain, Rowe placed sec-
ond in the Ulster U18 
Championship.

Rowe’s club was also 
able to qualify to repre-
sent Northern Ireland in 
the European U18 Golf 
Championships in Spain. 

Individually, Rowe domi-
nated the Ulster Winter 
Series, winning the title 
by 4 strokes.

As good as Rowe is with 
a golf club in hand, he’s 
just as good, if not bet-
ter, with a hockey stick in 
his hand. As the captain 
of Ulster’s field-hockey 
team, he also represented 
Northern Ireland at an 
international level.

Last year, Rowe turned 
down a position on the 
U18 field-hockey team to 
focus on golf.

“We are very excited 
to welcome Jake into the 
Iowa golf program,” head 
coach Tyler Stith said in 
a release. “We were im-
pressed with his athlet-
icism, technical ability, 
and strong leadership 
qualities. He will contin-
ue to improve with more 
experience and has the 
potential to be an out-
standing Big Ten stu-
dent-athlete.”

Rowe is the second 
member of Iowa’s 2017 
recruiting class, joining 

Langley, British Colum-
bia, Canada, native Jae-
wook Lee.

Lee, who recently grad-
uated from Walnut Grove 
Secondary School, qual-
ified for state four times 
and each time recorded a 
top-10 finish. He was al-
so a major contributor for 
his team when it won its 
conference championship 
in 2016.

“I felt I needed to go to 
the University of Iowa 
when I talked with Coach 
Stith,” Lee said in a re-

lease, “I love the campus, 
facilities, and especially 
the atmosphere around 
the school. I look forward 
to starting my career as 
an Iowa Hawkeye.”

After visiting Iowa, 
Rowe had at least one 
thing in common with 
Lee,and that was that Io-
wa felt like the place he 
wanted to be.

The two freshmen hope 
to maintain the Hawk-
eye’s run of nine-consecu-
tive NCAA regional
appearances.

Mens golf lands two international recruits
Iowa golf says goodbye to two greats, Raymond Knoll and Carson Schaake, by welcoming in newcomers Jake Rowe and Jaewook Lee this fall.

Norwalk, Iowa, is the 
second four-star recruit 
in the 2019 class.

Endres is the sec-
ond addition to Iowa’s 
O-line in the 2019 class 
after future teammate 
Ezra Miller announced 
his commitment to the 
Hawkeyes.

Iowa is known for re-
cruiting for its offensive 
line.

This past season, Io-
wa won the Joe Moore 
Award for Most Out-
standing Offensive Line.

Iowa isn’t done just yet.

Decisions should come 
soon from defensive 
tackle Julius Brents, 
tight end Jack Plumb, 
and cornerback Larry 
Tracy.

Brents, a class of 2018 
prospect, told an online 
source that “Iowa was 
great; never a dull mo-
ment in Iowa City.”

The Indianapolis na-
tive looks as if he wants 
to keep his options open, 
but he will come back for 
a few more visits before 
making his decision.

As for Plumb, he an-
nounced that he would 
decide in July on his 
football future.

Right now, he is get-
ting a lot of attention 

from Wisconsin, but Io-
wa might still have a 
shot at bringing him to 
Iowa City.

“The visit went real-
ly well,” Plumb told an 
online source. “A deci-
sion will come in July. 
I liked it a lot. I really 
enjoyed talking to the 
current players and the 
guys that have commit-
ted about why they chose 
Iowa and what they like 
about it.”

Tracy, a member of the 
2019 class, is gaining 
early attention from Io-
wa; the cornerback is at 
the top of Hawkeyes’ list.

After coming back to 
campus for a more in-
depth visit, the India-

napolis Star hinted at a 
possible commitment.

After taking in all of 
the festivities on his vis-
it, Tracy went to Twit-
ter to thank and share 
his fun with the football 
program.

“Amazing visit to iowa 
this weekend with some 
great people thanks to @
HawkeyeFootball entire 
staff will definitely be 
back again #swarm19??”

He matched the tweet 
with photos of him show-
ing off the No.2 Hawk-
eye jersey. Iowa might 
have played that one the 
right way.

The Hawkeyes have 
gained some valuable 

ammunition to its fu-
ture rosters and has also 
made a statement gain-
ing commitments from 
the top-two players in 
the state.

Hawkeye fans might 

want to start getting ex-
cited for what is to come.FOOTBALL

CONTINUED FROM 8

Third baseman Mike 
Moustakas has also played 
a huge role with his power 
at the plate. A threat to go 
deep every time he comes 
to bat, he has crushed 19 
homers this season and is 
well on his way to shatter-
ing Steve Balboni’s fran-
chise record of 36.

Another key is the emer-
gence of second baseman 
Whit Merrifield.

After getting a good 
chunk of playing time last 
season, the South Carolina 
product began the season 
in Triple-A Omaha when 
the Royals opted to start 
the young Raúl Mondesí.

The experiment didn’t 
work for the time being, 
and Mondesí was sent 
down, and Merrifield was 
called up.

Since then, Merrifield 
has made his presence felt, 

hitting .283 with 29 RBIs. 
He also concluded the Roy-
als’ June 23 win over the 
Blue Jays with a walk-off 
2-run double.

The team scored 4 runs 
with two outs in the bot-
tom of the ninth to seal 
the comeback victory.

In addition to its offen-
sive improvement, Kan-
sas City has had stellar 
pitching throughout the 
season.

Even though Opening 
Day starter Danny Duffy 
hasn’t left the disabled 
list since May 30, and fel-
low starter Nathan Karns 
hasn’t played since the 
end of the same month, 
the rest of the pitching 
staff has picked up the 
slack.

Starting pitcher Jason 
Vargas has been tremen-
dous. He is tied for the 
most wins in the league 
with 11, earning a victo-
ry in each of his last six 
starts.

The Apple Valley, Cal-

ifornia, native also owns 
the second-best ERA in all 
of baseball at 2.29.

The Royals received 
some good news in regards 
to Duffy; he began his re-
hab assignment in Omaha 
following an oblique 
injury.

When the season start-
ed, people were already 
counting the Royals out. 
But just as they have 
time and time again, they 
have come back and made 
themselves a threat.

Duffy has had plenty 
of time to deal with his 
injury, and he offered his 
thoughts on the team’s 
recent surge and outside 
expectations.

“Every year, y’all count 
us out. & late june, every 
year, we flip that switch. 
And the networks jump on 
board …” Duffy tweeted 
on June 24. “we never left, 
you guys.”

“… none of us have va-
cay plans in october. Dont 
sleep on the boys.”

ROYALS
CONTINUED FROM 8

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan

Iowa’s Raymond Knoll swings onto the green during the Hawkeye Invitational at Finkbine on April 15. The Hawkeyes finished second to Texas Tech.
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Hawkeye Updates

3 Iowa swimmers head 
to Indianapolis for the 
Phillips 66 National 
Championships

Hawkeye seniors Thomas 
Rathbun and RJ Hemmingsen 
will be joined by sophomore 
Will Scott at 
the Phillips 
66 National 
Championships 
in Indianapolis 
today through 
July 1. 

The 
competition 
will be held 
at the Indiana 
Natatorium 
with the 
preliminaries 
starting on 
Wednesday. 

Rathbun 
will start 
in the 200 
backstroke on 
Wednesday 
with 
Hemmingsen 
and Scott in the 50 preliminaries 
on Saturday. 

The 2017 Big Ten-ACC 
Challenge announced

The 19th-annual Big Ten-ACC 
Challenge will be played Nov. 
27-30 of this year between the 
divisions basketball teams.

On Monday, both conferences 
announced the matchups that 
will feature all 14 Big Ten teams 
and all but one ACC team. 

Many Hawkeyes and Hawkeye 
fans might have wondered whom 
they will face; the answer is 
Virginia Tech. 

Iowa is set to play the Hokies 
on Nov. 28 in Blacksburg, 
Virginia. 

This will be the fourth time 
that Iowa will meet Virginia 
Tech on the court during the 
Challenge, but the first since 
2012. 

The Hokies hold the winning 
record against the Hawkeyes, 
winning three out of the four 
contests. 

In 2006 Iowa fell 69-65, in 
2009 the final score was 70-64, 
and in 2012 the Hokies blew out 
the Hawkeyes with a score of 
95-79.

Last year the ACC won the 
challenge with a final count of 
9-5 to keep the Commissioners 
Cup.

This year the Big Ten looks to 
regain the cup since winning the 
challenge in 2015. 

NBA

The NBA season is over, 
so now all attention 
has been shifted to 
celebrations and awards 
for the best in the 
league.

The NBA hosted its first-
ever award show Monday night 
to recognize the best in NBA 
basketball.

Here are The Daily Iowan’s top 
three awards that were given out 
on Monday night:

Most Valuable Player: 
Russell Westbrook, Oklahoma 
City Thunder 

Westbrook had a standout 
season with the Thunder, and 
now he has the MVP award to top 
it off. He averaged 31.6 points a 
game along with 10.6 rebounds 
and 10.4 assists. 

Westbrook is the first player 
to average a triple double in a 
season since Oscar Robertson.

Defensive Player of the 
Year: Draymond Green, Golden 
State Warriors

After leading the Warriors to 
an NBA title, Green’s abilities are 
pretty clear. 

After being the runner-up two 
years in a row for the award, 
the third time actually was the 
charm for Green.

Rookie of the Year: Malcolm 
Brogdon, Milwaukee Bucks

After being the lowest drafted 
rookie, 36th, Brogdon showed it 
doesn’t matter where or when 
you are drafted but what you do 
afterwards.

Brogdon averaged 10 points 
and 4 assists per game this past 
season.

The Bucks and Brogdon ended 
the season with a 42-40 record 
landing in sixth place in the East. 

By JESS WESTENDORF | jessica-westendorf@uiowa.edu

After a tremendous season on the Io-
wa baseball team, earning numer-
ous in-season and postseason hon-

ors and becoming one of the highest Iowa 
players to go in the MLB Draft, former 
first baseman Jake Adams isn’t stopping 
there.

The Houston Astros drafted Adams in 
the sixth round as the 181st pick on 
June 13.

The junior had just completed a suc-
cessful season with the Hawkeyes, even 
though it might not have ended the way 
he and his team had wanted.

But after being eliminated by Texas 
A&M at the NCAA Regional in Houston, 
Adams probably wouldn’t have guessed 
that he would return to represent the As-
tros organization in the minor leagues and 
one day, hopefully, the majors.

Like most other newly drafted players, 

Adams was sent to the short-season minor 
leagues, Houston’s Tri-City ValleyCats of 
the New York-Penn League.

But that is just one more stage in which 
he can showcase his power, strength, and 
hitting abilities to fans and coaches.

On June 23, Adams walked up to the 
plate at Bruno Stadium in Troy, New York, 
for the first time, hoping he would make a 
grand entrance.

In his new home for the time being, Ad-
ams sent a towering 425-foot home run in-
to deep centerfield.

You could call that a grand entrance.
The ValleyCats were not able to pull 

out the victory, falling, 7-2, to the Lowell 
Spinners, but Adams received plenty of 
attention.

In an interview with the media, Adams 
said, “We were out at practice, and Coach 
Morgan said, ‘There is nothing better than 
your pro-day début to be a leadoff bomb.’ ”

It seems like once he got to the plate, he 

knew what he wanted.
“I was getting up there, and I knew I 

was looking for a fastball,” Adams said to 
the media. “I knew I was going to get one, 
and I left one over the plate, getting a good 
swing off on it, and it was one of the best 
feelings I have ever had.”

The home run is just one of many, but I 
have a feeling this one tops them all.

During his lone season at Iowa, Adams 
broke the school record for home runs and 
also led the NCAA with 29.

He nabbed seven All-America honors 
in the last part of the season while lead-
ing the Hawkeyes to its first ever Big Ten 
Tournament Championship and its sec-
ond trip to the NCAA regionals in the last 
three seasons.

“It’s one of the most memorable home 
runs that I will cherish for the rest of my 
life,” Adams told the media. “I have hit ma-
ny of home runs, but that one just kind of 
tops them all.”

Sports

File photo/The Daily Iowan

Adams has smashing start
Jake Adams makes his minor-league début after crushing the school homerun record and leading the 
NCAA with 29 homeruns. Even though he has played in many baseball games, he surely won’t forget this one.
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By JESS WESTENDORF
jessica-westendorf@uiowa.edu

The Iowa football program isn’t wasting any 
time, and it looks as if it is just getting started. 
Over the weekend, the Hawkeyes received oral 
commitments from two rising juniors in high-
school football.

Four-star tight end Logan Lee took to Twitter 
on June 24 to announce his intentions.

The Orion, Illinois, native had many offers 
from schools ranging from the Big Ten to the 
SEC.

Michigan, Michigan State, Minnesota, Mis-
souri, Northwestern, Ole Miss, and Wisconsin 
all gave their best shot at the tight end, but 
Iowa was the place for Lee.

“I’m very excited,” Lee said in a release. “Ev-
erything was right about the school, coaches, 
family atmosphere, location, and success.”

Lee adds to quite the lineup of tight ends 
at Iowa including Noah Fant, recently transi-
tioned Drew Cook, and six other Hawkeye tight 
ends.

Right after Lee announced his decision, of-
fensive tackle Tyler Endres stepped up and an-
nounced his commitment to Iowa.

The Iowa football program offered Endres a 
chance to become a Hawkeye in March, and on 
June 24, he took it.

The 6-6, 285-pound offensive tackle from 

Football 
snares two 
oral pledges
The Iowa Football program had a big 
weekend after two class of 2019 players 
verbally commit to the Hawkeyes.

SEE FOOTBALL, 5

By PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

It’s no secret; the Royals have been 
one of the hottest teams in all of 
baseball recently, and they show no 
signs of slowing down.

After a slow start to the season 
that included a nine-game losing 
streak, Kansas City has picked up 
the pace to win its last five series and 
put itself right in the heart of the AL 
Central race.

When the team was in the ear-
ly months of the season, it suffered 

a seemingly inescapable lull at the 
plate. While the starting rotation 
boasted one of the best ERAs in the 
league, the offense just could not 
generate runs.

However, just as fans hoped, the 
Royals got into a groove.

First baseman Eric Hosmer and 
catcher Salvador Perez have been 
superb, batting .302 and .290 respec-
tively while also leading their posi-
tions in All Star voting for the Amer-
ican League.

The Kansas City Royals are hot on the trail in the American 
League Central after a slow and rocky start to the season.

Royals steam into 
AL Central race

AP photo
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Hemmingsen
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