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Jacob Eisenbach is interviewed by The Daily Iowan on April 27 at the UI College of Dentistry. Eisenbach, a Holocaust survivor from Lodz, Poland, and a 1955 graduate 
of the College of Dentistry. (The Daily Iowan/Olivia Sun)

By ELIANNA NOVITCH 
elianna-novitch@uiowa.edu

A student organization for dancers at Iowa 
will widen the range of dance styles it offers 
in hopes of reaching a wider audience.

The University of Iowa Dance Club will 
include pom, swing, and modern. The three 
new styles will join the current styles of hip-
hop, jazz, tap, and lyrical.

“I always think learning different kinds of 
dance is good for everyone,” said Vice Presi-
dent of Dance Club Madeline Ungs. “I person-
ally came from a classical ballet background 
and didn’t have a lot of experience with jazz 
and tap, so it’s been really fun for me to try 
out new styles and grow as a dancer.”

Along with adding new styles next year, 
Dance Club will also be offering advanced 
level classes.

“We are re-adding Diamond Cut, which is 
our elite group, though it’s not a competitive 
team,” President of Dance Club McKenzie 
Story said. “Diamond Cut is a group for peo-

Dancing 
through any 
separations

Holocaust survivor 
remains optimistic

By MADELEINE NEAL | madeleine-neal@uiowa.edu 

Jacob Eisenbach, a Holocaust survivor who graduated 
from the University of Iowa College of Dentistry in 1955, said 
certain aspects of modern-day political climates concern him.

“I’m concerned about the North Korean President, Kim 
Jong-un, who has threated to turn [on] the United States and 
terrorize [it] to ashes,” he said. “It reminds me of the behavior 
of Hitler before World War II.” 

Despite being well-educated, he said, many Germans were 
bystanders in Hitler’s reign. 

“We cannot stand by and do nothing about the North Kore-

an president,” he said.
When it comes to domestic relations with North Korea, 

Eisenbach said he believes it is important for Kim to know 
the United States does not want war. He discussed draft-
ing an agreement with North Korea, similar to Germany’s 
nonaggression pact with Stalin, which Hitler broke in 1941. 

“One of the greatest mistakes [Hitler] made was not to lis-
ten to his top generals and politicians [when]they advised him 
not to break the non-aggression pact with Stalin,” he said.

In addition to Hitler breaking the nonaggression pact, 

SEE DANCE, 2

SEE EISENBACH, 2

SEE UISG DUO, 2

Looking back, looking ahead

By ELIANNA NOVITCH 
elianna-novitch@uiowa.edu

The second female duo to ever 
lead the University of Iowa Student 
Government reviewed their admin-
istration and time at the university 
as they prepare to move on to their 
postgraduation endeavors.

Rachel Zuckerman and Lauren 
Freeman served as president and 
vice president of the 2016-17 UISG 
administration.

“I would characterize [graduating] 
as bittersweet,” Freeman said. “Obvi-
ously, the University of Iowa has been 
an amazing community and home to 
me and has really allowed me to grow 
in so many different ways, so it’s sad 
to say goodbye but also very exciting 
that I can take the experiences I’ve 
learned from going here to the next 
stage of my life.”

Freeman will graduate with a double 
major in political science and econom-
ics. While she is still looking for a job, 
she plans to work in local government 
and eventually get a master’s degree in 

Former UISG President Rachel Zuckerman speaks during a farewell reception for Vice President for Student Life Tom 
Rocklin on May 2. Rocklin began working at the University of Iowa in 1986. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)

By CLAIRE DIETZ 
claire-dietz@uiowa.edu

It’s that time of year again, when theaters 
begin to announce their 2017-18 seasons, and 
Hancher Auditorium is no different. Now in 
its second year in its new building, Hancher 
promises another great lineup for the season.

This season is unique for Hancher because 
it marks its 45th anniversary.

Hancher Education Manager Micah Ariel 
James said the success of this year’s season 
has created an excited, and maybe even anx-
ious, feeling around the facility.

“There’s an air of celebration in this sea-
son,” she said. “Because following a new sea-
son, how can we maintain this level of excite-
ment in the community?”

James is not worried, however. Next sea-
son, the lineup boasts Leslie Odom Jr., The 
King and I, Joshua Bell, the New York City 
Ballet, Motown: The Musical, Kinky Boots, 
Taylor Mac, and the Chicago Symphony Or-
chestra, just to name a few.

Odom was in town earlier this spring as a 
part of the UI Lecture Committee series, and 
he will take the Hancher stage on Sept. 14.

James said that during the years without 
a proper auditorium, Hancher still strove to 
bring the best and brightest artists to its vari-
ous venues, and that desire has not burned out.

“We want to maintain that and the ex-
citement to show artists who haven’t been 
around in this area or are making their début 
in this region,” she said. “There is this oppor-
tunity to bring in things we’ve seen before 
and seen new options.”

Something is new at the auditorium this 
year: the “Embracing Complexity” series, 
which will, according to the website, “take a 
multidisciplinary and collaborative approach 
to building understanding of contemporary 
Islamic cultures and Muslim identity.”

It will feature Niyaz, G. Willow Wilson, 
Amir ElSaffar and Rivers of Sound, Zeshan 
Bagewadi and the Transistors, and the pro-

Hancher 
unveils 
new season

SEE HANCHER, 2

ARTS & CULTURE

Rachel Zuckerman and Lauren Freeman reflect on their UISG administration and 
their time at the University of Iowa. 

The DI sat down with Holocaust survivor Jacob Eisenbach to discuss the current 
political climate in the U.S. Highlights of the interview are written below.
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ple who we feel can handle 
a more advanced class that 
move at a faster pace.”

Students must audition 
for the Diamond Cut class-
es. Dance Club is planning 
to offer Diamond Cut class-
es in the styles of jazz, hip 
hop, and tap.

“Because Dance Club 
is open to all levels, and 
we want it to be open to 
all levels, it’s nice to have 
an advanced level as well 
as a beginner and inter-
mediate,” Ungs said.

UI Dance Club is a 
student-run club any 
student can join; it of-
fers a variety of classes 
throughout the week.

“We make a schedule 
for each semester of when 
the classes are going to be 
taught, and we have [stu-
dent] captains who teach the 
classes,” Ungs said. “We’ll 
have 15 or so classes a week 
that run an hour long each.”

Classes are offered on 
Sunday afternoons and 
Monday through Thursday, 
with classes offered in both 
the afternoon and evening.

“We have a trial period 
of about three weeks at the 
beginning of each semester 

in which you don’t have to 
pay anything, you can just 
try out as many classes as 
you want and then after 
that trial period is up, we 
do have dues to pay, about 
$10 per semester,” Ungs 
said. “If you have gone to 
a studio in the past, you’re 
paying thousands of dol-
lars for the costuming and 
classes, but here it’s only 
$20 to dance.”

UI student Allie Blake 
recognized it can be diffi-
cult to find an opportunity 
to dance at the UI if a stu-
dent doesn’t major in dance 
or take classes.

“The dance team here is 
super exclusive, and only 

a certain number of people 
can make it, so the Dance 
Club is a good way to stay 
involved without the pres-
sure,” Blake said.

Story enjoys the vari-
ety of people involved with 
Dance Club.

“Because there are so 
many different styles, 
my favorite thing about 
Dance Club is the variety 
of people who are drawn 
to all the different styles,” 
Story said. “There is a cer-
tain type of person that 
does jazz, but then there 
is a certain type of per-
son who does hip-hop, and 
Dance Club just brings 
them all together.”

public administration.
Zuckerman will graduate 

with a double major in polit-
ical science and journalism 
and a certificate in cultural 
competence. She will spend 
this summer working in the 
UI President’s Office, con-
tinuing work started with 
UISG. She plans to then 
work for the city of Detroit 
for a year before going to 
graduate school.

In reviewing their admin-
istration, both Zuckerman 
and Freeman are proud of 
their accomplishments.

“We set out to change the 
culture of the organization, 
and I think we did,” Zuck-
erman said. “I could pick 
out any number of actual 

accomplishments or tangi-
ble initiatives but I think 
what’s more meaningful 
is that we created a ser-
vice-oriented, student-cen-
tered culture where people 
are results-driven. I think 
that will have more lasting 
implications than any indi-
vidual initiative.”

Freeman echoed Zuck-
erman’s words.

“I think the engagement 
of our student government 
has been unprecedented 
this year, and I’m real-
ly proud of all the work 
that everyone has done in 
UISG,” Freeman said. “The 
productiveness of this year, 
from our leadership, from 
the hard work of many 
members, has just been re-
ally exciting to see.”

UISG Sen. Lindsey Ray-
ner, who served under 
Zuckerman and Freeman, 

attributed UISG’s success 
to strong leadership.

“There was a quote 
about leadership that 
said, ‘Leaders know the 
way, they show the way, 
and they go the way,’ and 
I think that is absolutely 
what Rachel and Lauren 
have done,” Rayner said. 
“They didn’t step into the 
role as wondering what 
they were doing to do with 
it, they walked in know-
ing what they needed 
to accomplish, how they 
were going to accomplish 
it, and pushed the entire 
organization forward.”

Rayner met Zuckerman 
when the latter was her RA 
during sophomore year and 
met Freeman through UISG.

“I’m going to miss their 
example of excellence and 
example of dedication. They 
knew they had one year 

to accomplish what they 
wanted to accomplish, and 
they did not let one second 
slip through their fingers,” 
Rayner said. “I don’t think 
I’ll work for better people.”

Both hope to have had 
an effect with their time as 
leaders of UISG and their 
time at Iowa.

“We entered our terms 
in student government 
with the idea that we’d 
probably be making 
changes that we wouldn’t 
see but future generations 
of students would see, 
and I hope that’s true and 
that we can come back to 
the University of Iowa in 
like five, 10 years from 
now and see changes that 
we’ve made a mark on,” 
Freeman said.

Read Zuckerman’s and 
Freeman’s full profile online 
at dailyiowan.com.

By KAYLI REESE 
kayli-reese@uiowa.edu

Local artists will bring 
splashes of color to downtown 
and the North Side Market-
place in the Benchmarks 
project for the last time.

Benchmarks, sponsored 
by University of Iowa Com-
munity Credit Union, allows 
artists to paint the benches 
each year with their cre-
ative and fun designs.

Ansel Cummings, a Riv-
erside, Iowa, resident who 
is painting a bench for the 
first time, said the artists 
were informed this would be 
the last year Benchmarks 
would allow artists to paint. 
Benchmarks started, he 
said, because the benches 
were showing their age, 
and the city saved money 
by letting people paint over 
the benches. However, he 
said, downtown in particu-
lar is being renovated over 
the next two to three years, 
and all the benches will be 

replaced with new ones that 
don’t need fresh paint.

UI sophomore Olivia von 
Gries said she is creating 
her first bench this year, a 
piece called “A Parrot Par-
ty” featuring parrots in 
party hats, in front of the 
Bread Garden.

To create a bench, von 
Gries said, artists had to fill 
out a form explaining their 
design and highlighting 
their artistic experience. Of 
the 120 designs submitted, 
she said, 20 were selected.

Being involved with 
Benchmarks, she said, of-
fered new but fun challenges.

“I’ve never painted outside 
before, and it was really dif-
ferent to have people come 
up and talk to you,” she said.

Harper Folsom, a Coe Col-
lege student who is paint-
ing a bench for the second 
time, said she plans to get 
started next week. It will be 
a pysanka design, she said, 
which is seen on decorative 
Ukrainian eggs. Lots of peo-

ple young and old become a 
part of the painting process, 
she said, asking questions 
and bringing energy to and 
excitement about the project.

The Benchmarks artists 
are compensated for their 
work, she said, and paying 
artists and funding art pro-
grams and projects should 
be a focus for communities.

“Artists work for fun be-
cause we love it,” Folsom 
said. “But [creating art] is 
also a service. We train for 
it, we work for it, and we 
deserve to be compensated.”

Cummings’ bench art 
is based from the embroi-
dered tapestries Peru’s 
indigenous Shipibo people 
create. His bench is near 
the playground on the 
Pedestrian Mall, and his 
5-year-old son can have 
fun and make friends while 
Cummings paints. He also 
finds, like Folsom, that art-
ists play an important role 
in the community.

“[Benchmarks] represents 

a part of the personality of 
Iowa City made by the peo-
ple for the people,” he said. 
“Iowa City is known for its 
culture and art, and with-
out public displays like the 
benches, it doesn’t have a lot 
[to keep up this reputation].”

Cummings said the loss 
of the Benchmarks project 
in Iowa City is sad, and in 
its place, more communi-
ty-based projects should 
be funded.

“I’ve lived here for 20 
years, and Iowa City is los-
ing its culture,” Cummings 
said. “Benchmarks really 
gives back to the commu-
nity in a tangible way, and 
without [public art such as 
the painted benches], Iowa 
City is sterile and becomes 
Anytown USA.”

Folsom said, at the end 
of the day, Benchmarks 
brings a positive force to 
the community.

“It makes people happy, 
and that’s really valuable,” 
she said. 

Swan song for benches as canvases

duction of Feathers of Fire: 
A Persian Epic.

The new project is a 
result of Hancher being 
awarded a grant from the 
Association of Performing 
Arts Professionals for the 
Building Bridges: Arts, Cul-
ture, and Identity program.

The group awarded 
Hancher the grant because 

it, according to the press 
release, “sought projects de-
signed to build knowledge 
and appreciation for arts 
and culture with roots in 
Muslim-majority societies.”

James said this will 
result in Hancher con-
necting with numerous 
departments at the Uni-
versity of Iowa as well as 
bringing the larger Iowa 
City community into the 
fold in order to further dis-
cuss what it means to be 
Muslim and the Muslim 

identity. The Hancher peo-
ple are excited to see what 
conversations will come 
out of the project.

“Artists will be in resi-
dence at various times over 
the course of two years and 
will work with partners 
both on and off the Uni-
versity of Iowa campus on 
a broad range of activities, 
including performances, 
classes, exhibits, discus-
sions, and lectures,” a re-
lease said. “The project will 
also document and explore 

the experiences of Muslims 
in eastern Iowa through 
sharing of local stories and 
oral histories.”

The release went on to 
describe the goal of the 
project as a way to “build 
textured knowledge of 
Islamic cultures while 
creating a greater sense 
of empathy for the expe-
riences of peoples of di-
verse racial, ethnic, and 
religious backgrounds. We 
believe this is an urgent 
program at this moment.”

Eisenbach also said the 
other big mistake was de-
claring war against the 
United States.

“[Hitler] did not re-
alize what The United 
States was capable of do-
ing,” he said. 

Eisenbach said he does 
not believe that Kim thinks 
he can win against the 
United States. 

“There have been many 
haters and warmongers, 
“ he said, “but eventually 
they were defeated — in-
cluding Hitler.”

Domestically, he said, 
there has been talks about 

the rise of hate crimes. 
“Hate is a complicated 

problem,” he said. “In ma-
ny cases, it’s been going 
on for decades and centu-
ries — but before we can 
start talking about hatred, 
we have to realize what is 
causing hatred.”

Those who hate, he said, 
are hurting themselves 
more than those they hate 
— it is the hatred that leads 
to genocides and wars. 

“Children should be 
taught not to hate from an 
early age,” he said.  

Following a speech, 
which Eisenbach gave in 
Iowa, a young German 
man approached Eisen-
bach and told him how 
ashamed he was of what 
his people had done.

“[I told him] one of the 
greatest achievements of 
a human being is to turn 
an enemy into a friend,” 
he said. 

The German people to-
day, he said, are not the 
same German people under 
the Nazi regime.  

“They have a tremendous 
economy,” he said. “And 
they are very helpful to ref-
ugees and very helpful to 
the state of Israel.”

Eisenbach said he 
would like to see President 
Trump and his adminis-
tration form a coalition 
against genocide.

Despite the atrocities of 
his youth, Eisenbach said, 
he remains optimistic about 
humanity and its future. 

“I often get asked the 

question, ‘Did you lose faith 
in humanity?’ ” he said. “I 
tell them the story of the 
king of Denmark.”

Legend says the former 
king of Denmark insisted 
that he, his family, and all 
Danes wear the Star of Da-
vid when Hitler imposed the 
order on Denmark’s Jews.

“[How can I lose faith] 
when such great humani-
tarians have been walking 
the surface of our planet?” 
he said. 

Eisenbach said he is of-
ten questioned about seek-
ing vengeance. 

“My revenge is that I’m 
alive, I’m 94, and thank God, 
in good health,” he said. 
“And that I live in the great-
est country that ever existed 
in the history of mankind.” 
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“I’m so appreciative and 
grateful of all the oppor-
tunities I’ve been given 
along the way. Obvious-
ly, a lot hard work has 
gone into it, but a lot of 
kids work hard, and they 
don’t get the opportuni-
ties I’ve been given along 
the way.”

After having her team 
qualify for the Sweet 16 
during her sophomore 
year, Disterhoft saw senior 
teammates Sam Logic, 
Melissa Dixon, and Betha-
ny Doolittle graduate.

The following year, the 
Hawkeye locker room 
went through a youth 
movement. For much of 
the season, Disterhoft 
started along with four 
underclassmen, and she 
took over more of the 
scoring load. Her 17.1 
points per game average 
during her junior season 
was her highest season 
total in her four years.

Her senior season was 
no different, besides the 
emergence of Megan Gus-
tafson as the No. 1 scorer 
on the team. Disterhoft 
again averaged a healthy 
16.5 points per game and 
led the team with over 33 
minutes per game.

Her crowning achieve-
ment came against Mis-
souri State in an opening 
round WNIT game. Al-
though the record-break-
ing performance did not 
come in the postseason 
Disterhoft and the rest 
of the Hawkeyes wanted 
to be in, it came in Iowa 
City, right in her own 
backyard yet again.

“I’m really proud of 
her,” Iowa head coach 
Lisa Bluder said after 
that game. “To come 
here and accomplish 
something like that is 
amazing. I’m glad I got 
to be a part of it.”

Disterhoft didn’t just 
score during her four 

years, either. As com-
mon as her jab-middle-
go-baseline move was 
on offense, her getting 
position in the paint and 
grabbing a rebound was 
just as common on the 
other end of the floor. 
Her 788 career rebounds 
rank 11th in school his-
tory. Her 313 assists 
rank 14th in school his-
tory, and her 162 3-point-
ers is good for seventh.

Following her senior 
season, Disterhoft was 
named a first-team All-
Big Ten honoree for her 
work on the court. It 
was a huge honor for 
her, she said, but the re-
al honor came when she 

was named Academic 
All-American of the Year 
— for the second year in 
a row.

See, to mention Ally 
Disterhoft the basket-
ball player you have to 
mention Ally Disterhoft 
the student, because it 
almost seems impossible 
one person could succeed 
the way Disterhoft did 
balancing both.

When Disterhoft walks 
at graduation, she will 
do so in the arena where 
she broke the school’s all-
time scoring record. Un-
til that day, she will be 
studying to maintain her 
4.03 GPA she has earned.

Disterhoft the business 

student will graduate on 
Saturday with a degree 
in finance and again in 
December with another 
degree in accounting.

The two Academic 
All-American of the Year 
awards stick out to her as 
much as any of the 2,102 
points she scored. 

“Those are two awards 
I am very, very proud 
of because that is who I 
have strived to be,” Dis-
terhoft said in a release. 
“I have strived to be a 
great basketball play-
er, but academics were 
equally important to me 
and my family … that 
and the scoring record 
probably take the cake.”

Tracksters pumped up for Big Ten tourney
By CARTER MELROSE 
carter-melrose@uiowa.edu

The Hawkeye track 
and field team is final-
ly in championship sea-
son. During this year’s 
Big Ten Championships 
(Thursday-May 14), 
the stars will be out in 
abundance, waiting to 
be plucked. The ques-
tion on everyone’s mind 
is if Iowa has what it 
takes to win the Big Ten 
title. Speculation start-
ed to surface after the 
team was able to win the 
Drake Relays as a team 
(men’s) on April 29. If ei-
ther the men or women 

has any shot at this feat, 
some of their leaders 
need to show up.

Men’s

Aaron Mallett
The men first and 

foremost need Mallett 
to take care of business. 
He is a senior, has a Big 
Ten leading time in the 
110-meter hurdles, and 
is coming off a huge 
victory in that event at 
the Drake Relays. Ev-
erything for Mallett is 
aiming in the right di-
rection. In fact, it is go-
ing so well that the Big 

Tens might just be prac-
tice for the wily veteran. 
The real cake for Mallett 
can be found starting on 
May 25 during the NCAA 
Championships. After 
all, Mallett’s 110-meter 
time is top four in the 
country. If he gets over 
his hurdles, this should 
be easy points for the 
Hawkeyes.

Reno Tuufuli
Tuufuli is breathing 

life into the Hawkeye 
field team. Having won 
numerous Big Ten Field 
Athlete of the Week 
awards this season, he 

more or less dominates 
the field every time he 
throws the discus. Most 
people know that Iowa 
has a lot of great relay 
teams, but they don’t 
know that they also 
have some of the best 
throwers in the nation. 
Tuufuli is the leader of 
this pack with his sec-
ond-best discus throw 
in the Big Ten and a 
top-10 national rating. 
He single-handily adds 
a lot of dimension to 
the team, and he needs 
to continue to do this in 
order for Iowa to have 
any chance of winning a 
team title.

Women’s

Brittany Brown

Watch for Brown, because 
she has carried the women’s 
team all season long. She 
is has a top-10 time in the 
country in the 200 meters 
and has ran the best time 
for any Hawkeye in histo-
ry. In layperson’s terms, Io-
wa currently has the best 
200-meter runner in its his-
tory on its roster, and also in 
her prime. Just to show the 
versatility and effect Brown 
has on her team, she also 
runs in the Big Ten leading 
4x100 meter relay. If Brown 
can do it all, as she has at-

tempted all season, Iowa 
has a great shot of having a 
decent score come May 14.

Laulauga Tausaga
To add to the dominance 

of the field squad, fresh-
man Tausaga splashed on-
to the scene this year. Her 
discus throws have put 
her top 10 in the country. 
This is amazing by itself, 
but coupled with her being 
one of two women to be top 
20 in her event as a fresh-
man bolsters her credibili-
ty. Tausaga is a huge rea-
son the women’s team isn’t 
getting left in the dark by 
this year’s men’s team.

best pitchers in it. Senior 
Shayla Starkenburg and 
freshman Allison Doocy 
are efficient at giving their 
defense easily played balls. 
Unfortunately, Iowa could 
be a more dynamic team if 
it had support from their 
batters. The Hawkeyes 
own the worst hitting 
in the Big Ten, and that 
will decide whether the 
Hawkeyes will make it out 
of the first round or not.

8. Northwestern
This is a team that could 

go far in the tournament. 
Just like Purdue, North-
western has huge mo-
mentum heading into the 
tournament with a sweep 
of Illinois and winning 
their series against Iowa. 
It does not have flashy 
stats to back up that suc-
cess, but the Wildcats have 
been consistent and are 
winning at the right time 
of the season, a recipe for 
postseason success.

7. Wisconsin
The Badgers have one 

of the tougher defens-
es in the Big Ten thanks 
to excellent pitching by 
senior Kirsten Stevens, 

whose 2.19 ERA is sixth 
in the Big Ten. They also 
have one of the most effi-
cient batters with senior 

Chloe Miller, who has a 
knack for getting on base 
and getting on base early. 
The Badgers struggled to 

sweep opponents during 
the season but won the 
first game in a series ev-
ery time except against 

Minnesota, Illinois, and 
Nebraska. The most nota-
ble first game in a series 
win was against Michigan.

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

sions; the senior ranks 
second in the Big Ten in 
home runs (13), three shy 
of Iowa’s Jake Adams.

8. Michigan State
Along with Northwest-

ern and Illinois, Michigan 
State is on the cusp of a 
Big Ten Tournament berth. 
Currently sitting at eighth 
in the conference standings, 
the Spartans basically have 
the chance to control their 
own destiny, but it won’t 
be easy with remaining se-
ries against Nebraska and 
Michigan. A lot will be on 
the shoulders of Brandon 
Hughes, who is leading the 

team in RBIs to go along 
with a .337 average.

7. Indiana
The Hoosiers enter the 

power rankings as the only 
team possessing a winning 
record in conference play in 
this portion of the rankings. 
An 8-2 stretch over the last 
10 bodes well for late-sea-
son momentum, including 

four-game winning streak. 
Craig Dedelow sits right be-
hind McInerney for third in 
the Big Ten in home runs 
(12). Indiana’s last three Big 
Ten wins come over teams 
ranked in the conference’s 
top four positions: Maryland, 
Minnesota, and Michigan.

Power rankings for the 
remaining six teams will 
be in Thursday’s edition of 
The Daily Iowan.

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

DISTERHOFT
CONTINUED FROM 8

Iowa’s Matt Hoeg turns a double play during today’s game against Rutgers at 
Duane Banks Field on Sunday, April 23. The Scarlet Knights went on to defeat 
the Hawkeyes 13-5. (The Daily Iowan/Ben Smith)



It’s hard to believe 
that in two short days 
I’ll graduate from col-
lege. I vividly remember 
walking into Hillcrest 
Residence Hall for the 
first time astonished to 
learn that more than 
800 people lived there. 
That’s more people than 
live in my entire home-
town. Gulp.

Yet there are many 
more things I learned 
in my college years. As 
the Hillcrest experience 
highlights, a huge part 
of college is learning to 
live in a new environ-
ment. You have to learn 
street names and build-
ing locations. You have 
to memorize a new ad-
dress. You have to learn 
where grocery stores are 
and which ones fit your 
budget. You have to find 
a place to get your hair-
cut. You have to do laun-
dry yourself. No mom 
there to guide you or do 
it for you.

Then once you move 
out of the dorms and 
into an apartment with 
some friends you met 
freshman year, you en-
ter a whole new realm of 
learning how to live on 
your own. And chances 

are you’ll probably gain 
a greater appreciation 
for the dorms before 
long because although 
having an apartment 
can be great, there’s al-
so a learning curve in-
volved. You learn that 
living with roommates 
can be frustrating, even 
if you think you’ll all 
get along just fine. Some 
like it cleaner than oth-
ers. Some will eat your 
food and then pretend 
like it never happened.

Another thing you 
learn living on your 
own is how to cook. 
You either get every-
thing ready made from 
a restaurant or din-
ing hall, or you take 
cooking into your own 
hands. And if you want 
to save money, you 
take cooking into your 
own hands, learning a 
lot along the way. You 
have to put togeth-
er a grocery list, find 
the time to go to the 
store, prepare your 
food, and then deal 
with the dreaded dish-
es. Not quite as simple 
as walking downstairs 
and grabbing some food 
from the dining hall.  
But hey, it’s all part of 
the learning process.

Moreover, apartment 
living brings you clos-
er to the “real world,” 
and this means you 
lose some of the securi-
ty you’re accustomed to. 
Despite what my small-
town upbringing led me 
to believe and despite 
what relatively coddled 

life in a dorm teaches 
you, the world can be a 
tough place. The neigh-
bors might “turn up” 
every day of the week, 
blasting music. It’s just 
something you got to 
learn to deal with. Peo-
ple also might steal your 
bike if you leave it out-
side, even if you lock 
it up, and people also 
might break into your 
apartment and steal 
your TV. Once again, 
frustrating as it is, these 
are just a few elements 
of the “growing up” part 
of college.

Because your college 
experience isn’t just 
about getting an educa-
tion. Yes, it may be the 
primary focus of your 
four (or more) years, 
but academics are on-
ly a small part of what 
you learn in college. 
There are much larg-
er, perhaps much more 
important things you 
learn during college. 
Some of the things you 
learn will toughen you 
up and rob you of your 
childish innocence. 
Still, others things you 
learn will open your 
eyes. And through it 
all, one thing is cer-
tain. Your college years 
are your formative 
years. They teach you 
things you never knew 
you had to learn and 
sometimes wish you 
didn’t have to learn. 
College does more than 
prepare you for getting 
a job. College prepares 
you for life.

OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION
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Last week, the House 
passed the American 
Health Care Act with a 
slim four-vote margin. 
The bill would large-
ly repeal and replace 
ObamaCare. What’s 
worse, the House approv-
al exemplifies a stagger-
ing lack of empathy in 
the GOP.

Beyond repealing and 
replacing ObamaCare, 
this version would dras-
tically rewrite the future 
of American health care 
by putting into place 
measures that remove 
protections provided by 
ObamaCare. For exam-
ple, according to Vox, 
the proposal would al-
low states to opt out of 
ObamaCare require-
ments that provided key 
protections for people 
with pre-existing condi-
tions, it would phase out 
expansion of Medicaid, it 

would cut taxes for the 
rich, and (as determined 
before recent amend-
ments that led to House 
approval) it would lead 
to 24 million more people 
being uninsured by 2026.

While the House ver-
sion is not even close to 
being law (Senate approv-
al, among other things, 
must occur first), the sur-
prising House approval of 
the bill proves once and 
for all that GOP members 
and the Trump adminis-
tration are dead set on de-
stroying the Obama lega-
cy at any cost — including 
24 million Americans.

How could anyone vote 
for this bill? How could 
anyone who knows what 
this bill does to those 
most-in-need among us 
vote for this bill?

One possible explana-
tion is that those who 
voted for the bill were 
not, in fact, in the know.

I have not read the 
entire TrumpCare bill. I 
will be the first to admit 
that. It is one of the few 
things I have in common 
with several of the GOP 
representatives who vot-
ed for it, according to nu-
merous sources. One big 
difference, however, is 

that when I don’t read a 
bill, I don’t run the risk 
of voting for something 
that could cost 24 million 
people their health insur-
ance. But that’s just one 
problem. Plenty of GOP 
representatives voted for 
the bill knowing full-well 
what it does to those in 
need, which leads to the 
question of empathy.

Over the past four 
years, I’ve written more 
than 200 columns and 
editorials for The Daily 
Iowan, ranging in topic 
from climate change to 
anti-Semitism, elections 
to the Oscars. This is the 
last column I will ever 
write. With these final 
parting words, I want 
to give you the opinion 
you never asked for just 
one more time; I want 
to fight for just one last 
thing: empathy.

Is it possible that the 
person you’re calling a 
racist for voting for Don-
ald Trump did so because 
her family that lives in a 
rural part of the country 
bought into the “audacity 
of hope,” eight years ago 
yet is still struggling? 
Is it possible that they 
so desperately need a 
change from the status 

quo that they were will-
ing to overlook Trump’s 
(admittedly abundant) 
negative traits?

Is it possible that you 
don’t understand what 
it means to be black in 
America today? To be 
Jewish? Muslim? A wom-
an? Gay? Transgender? 
A farmer? An immi-
grant? A staunch Repub-
lican torn to shreds by 

watching Trump win his 
party’s nomination?

We have only one per-
spective. We need empa-
thy to understand the 
other 7 billion. This is 
where House Republi-
cans largely failed with 
TrumpCare. Millions 
of people less fortunate 
than themselves need 
ObamaCare, yet a lack 
of empathy clouded these 

Republicans’ judgment.
Make no mistake, this 

is where many of us fail 
on a daily basis. This 
isn’t a partisan issue; it 
isn’t a gender thing or a 
race thing. This is merely 
an aspect of the human 
condition. So don’t look 
to your neighbor and ask, 
“What?” Ask “Why?” And 
as you wait for the an-
swer, open your mind.

COLUMN

Empathy needed, now more than ever

By MARS THERA POPE
thera-pope@uiowa.edu

Trump fulfilled an-
other promise to his 
supporters from the 
campaign season by 
signing yet another 
executive order giving 
the church more leeway 
when it comes to being 
involved in politics. 
The order was actually 
reported by the Wash-
ington Post to be some-
what vague, not con-
taining all the glorious 
changes the majority of 
Christian conservatives 
wanted to see.

However, the order in-
cluded the elimination 
of the financial threat 
tax-exempt churches 
face from the Internal 
Revenue Service when 
pastors speak out in fa-
vor of candidates. The 
order also administers 
“regulatory relief ” to 
those with religious ob-
jections to the Obama 
mandate that requires 
contraceptives as part 
of health plans.

In the midst of sign-
ing this order, Presi-
dent Trump made sure 
to announce, “… you’re 
now in a position to 
say what you want to 
say … No one should 
be censoring sermons 
or targeting pastors.” 
Funny thing is, I agree 
… in a way.

Religion should not 
be censored or com-
pletely hidden in that 
manner. Our money 
should not say “in God 
we trust” as if everyone 
in the United States 
believes in God or only 
one God. The ritual of 
politicians and witness-
es swearing on Bibles 
should not be allowed, 
forcing other religions 
into the shadows. When 
speaking the national 
anthem in honor of our 
country, the line “under 
God” should not be in-
cluded, pushing the ide-
ology to school children 
who say the anthem 
daily, that there is only 
one religion Americans 
can identify with, and it 
may not be theirs.

What is believed to be 
the original draft of last 
week’s executive order 
was leaked in Febru-
ary. The draft granted 
organizations and in-
dividuals discretion in 
denying employment, 
services, and other ben-
efits to people that go 
against their religious 
beliefs. This is similar to 
a Supreme Court case, 
Masterpiece Cakeshop 
v.  Colorado Civil Rights 
Commission, which is 
supposed to be debated 
soon. The case includes 
a baker that refused to 
make a wedding cake 
for a gay couple, claim-

ing it was against his 
religious beliefs. Wheth-
er that is lawful has yet 
to be decided.

The great United 
States was practical-
ly founded on religion. 
The strong relationship 
between church and 
state allowed both in-
stitutions to get by. The 
church supported the 
government, making 
way for their followers 
to do the same, and the 
government provided 
money and exemptions 
to the church in ex-
change. This system 
worked well for those 
in power.

Now with new re-
ligions starting to be 
voiced throughout the 
country, they affect 
Americans’ beliefs and 
in fear, the govern-
ment seems to want to 
silence those beliefs in 
the best way it knows 
how. That being, tell-
ing the government’s 
followers that other 
religions are the ones 
to fear, as well as mak-
ing sure the church 
the government sup-
ports has a voice that 
overshadows other re-
ligions. The first step 
in magnifying the 
government’s church’s 
voice is with this ex-
ecutive order. Our best 
chance at a solution: 
educate people.

COLUMN

Church and state need 
a divorce in the U.S.

JOE LANE
joseph-lane@uiowa.edu

ZACH WEIGEL
zachary-weigel@uiowa.edu
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Life lessons of the 
college years, after all

Protesters gather on March 24 across the Chicago River from Trump Tower to rally against the repeal of the Affordable 
Care Act in Chicago. The Republican push to replace ObamaCare squeaked through the House of Representatives on May 
4. (Associated Press/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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Politics

The Daily Iowan Ethics and Politics Initiative is funded by a 
private donor and will appear every other week this semester. 
The team’s mission is to understand, interpret, analyze and re-
port on topics, trends and personalities that shape politics in 
Iowa and the United States, and to recognize the importance 
of a strong ethical foundation in its pursuits. Check out 
dailyiowanepi.com for exclusive content.
 
Email daily-iowan@uiowa.edu with story ideas, press 
releases, or reader comments.

Committee OKs Branstad as 
ambassador

WASHINGTON — A Senate panel on Tuesday easi-
ly approved Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad’s nomination to 
be the U.S. ambassador to China, a move that all but 
ensures full Senate confirmation of President Trump’s 
pick for the key diplomatic post.

Members of the Foreign Relations Committee 
approved Branstad by voice vote. Sen. Ben Cardin of 
Maryland, the committee’s top Democrat, described 
Branstad as “fully qualified” for the job at a time 
when the Trump administration is pushing the 
Chinese to act more aggressively to defuse North 
Korea’s nuclear-weapons program.

During his confirmation hearing last week, Brans-
tad pledged to confront Beijing on a range of thorny 
subjects, including human rights and trade. Branstad 
told senators he plans to leverage his decades-long 
relationship with Chinese President Xi Jinping to 
advance U.S. and international interests. The two 
met in 1985 when Xi, at the time a provincial official, 
led an agricultural-trade delegation to Iowa.

Branstad said North Korea’s push for a weapon of mass 
destruction is a “threat to all of humankind.” He said recent 
events, which include missile tests by Pyongyang, should 

prompt China to take the threat more seriously. He expects 
China to become more engaged because of concerns that 
North Korean refugees may flood China if the crisis on the 
Korean Peninsula escalates further, he said.

Branstad, 70, is in his sixth nonconsecutive term 

as governor. He served from 1983 to 1999 before en-
tering the private sector. He was re-elected in 2010. 
With more than 22 years heading Iowa government, 
Branstad is the country’s longest serving governor.

— by Associated Press

Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad gestures while speaking  after being nominated to become ambassador to China during 
an event for President-elect Donald Trump and Vice President-elect Mike Pence in Des Moines on Dec. 8, 2016. 
(The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)

On Tuesday, in the wake of Sen. Chuck Grass-
ley’s many concerns stated during the Judi-
ciary Committee’s hearing on Oversight of the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, FBI Director James 
Comey was fired by President Trump.

“It is essential that we find new leadership for the FBI 
that restores public trust and confidence in its vital law 
enforcement,” Trump stated in a letter sent to Comey.

Comey was appointed to a 10-year term as FBI di-
rector in 2013 by President Obama. Comey’s Deputy 
Andrew McCabe will serve as director until Trump ap-
points a replacement.

This decision came at the recommendation of Deputy 
Attorney General Rod Rosenstein and Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions regarding Comey’s judgment on the investi-
gation into Hillary Clinton’s email server.

“The way the director handled the conclusion of the 
email investigation was wrong,” Rosenstein wrote in a 
memorandum for the attorney general. “As a result, the 
FBI is unlikely to regain public and congressional trust 
until it has a director who understands the gravity of the 
mistakes and pledges never to repeat them.”

Sessions then added his own thoughts in a letter and 
sent both his and Rosenstein’s letters to Trump.

“It is essential that this Department of Justice clearly 
reaffirm its commitment to longstanding principles that 
ensure the integrity and fairness of federal investigations 
and prosecutions,” Session’s letter said.

Grassley’s office issued a statement following Comey’s 
termination in which Grassley said Comey’s decisions 
over the past months, specifically in regards to the Clinton 
email investigation, has provided cause for concern.

“The effectiveness of the FBI depends upon the public 
trust and confidence,” the Iowa Republican said in a state-
ment. “Unfortunately, this has clearly been lost.”

On April 14, Grassley sent a letter to Comey regarding 
the FBI and its neglect to update whistleblower guidelines 
in accordance with the FBI Whistleblower Protection En-
hancement Act, which became law in December 2016. This 
law requires that the FBI and other agencies allow their 
employees to state their whistleblowing concerns with 
immediate supervisors without the risk of punishment. 
Grassley requested a response by April 27, and none was 
sent by the FBI.

On May 3, during the hearing, Grassley briefly ad-
dressed the issue again during his opening statement.

The statement also referenced the FBI’s speculation of 
collusion between Trump’s election campaign and Russia 
and the lack of information given.

Grassley stated that while President Obama was still in of-

fice, the intelligence committee found no evidence to suggest 
a connection with the Trump campaign and Russia. Then, in 
March, Comey came forward and said that the FBI was look-
ing into Russia potentially interfering in the election. Infor-
mation on these issues was not provided to Grassley.

“A cloud of doubt hangs over the FBI’s objectivity,” 
Grassley said.

He also said that we need the FBI to be accountable in 
order to do its job in protecting the country from its most 
serious threats. However, since 2015, when Comey last 
appeared in front of the committee, attacks on the United 
States and its allies have continued, and controversy has 
prevailed in the agency.

The opening statement tone of distrust in the FBI 
was echoed by what came to follow during the hearing. 
During Comey’s testimony in the hearing, Grassley got 
evidently frustrated with his inability to answer ques-
tions, even raising his voice at times.

“If I, Chuck Grassley, as a private citizen, file a Freedom 
of Information Act, and you give me more information 
than you give to Sen. Chuck Grassley, how do you justify 
that?” Grassley said in the hearing.

Comey replied saying that it was a good question, caus-
ing Grassley to become even more upset. Comey then said 
he was unable to answer the question at that time.

During the hearing, Comey also testified on the FBI’s 
counterterrorism numbers and the Clinton email investi-
gation. On Tuesday, a week after the hearing, the FBI sent 
out a letter to the Senate Judiciary Committee, clarifying 
Comey’s testimony.

Comey stated in his testimony that 2,000 terrorism inves-
tigations, both suspected homegrown terrorists and those 
connected to ISIS, are ongoing. He said that this is a subset 
of the FBI’s total number of counterterrorism investigations.

In the FBI’s letter, they clarified these numbers. The 
FBI has 300 open counterterrorism investigation of refu-
gees who came to the United States, and those are a sub-
set of the total number of investigations.

Comey also overestimated the number of emails related 
to the Clinton investigation. Comey in his testimony said 
that “hundreds and thousands” of emails were forwarded 
from Huma Abedin, the vice chairwoman of Clinton’s 2016 
presidential campaign, to her husband, former Rep. Anthony 
Weiner. In the letter, the FBI stated there were only 49,000 
emails that could have been relevant to the investigation, 
but that the exact number forwarded was not known. 

Despite criticisms of how he handled the investigation 
into Clinton’s email server, Comey stood by his actions, 
saying, “I wouldn’t have done anything differently. I don’t 
have any regrets.”

POLITICS 5

Comey firing creates firestorm
By ANNA KAYSER  | anna-kayser@uiowa.edu

‘The effectiveness of the FBI 
depends upon the public trust and 

confidence. Unfortunately, this 
has clearly been lost.’

‘I wouldn’t have done anything 
differently. I don’t have any regrets.’

 — said Former FBI Director James Comey 
at the May 3 Senate hearing

 — Sen. Grassley, R-Iowa in a 
statement Tuesday

President Trump’s firing of FBI Director James Comey Tuesday reflects Sen. Chuck Grassley’s skepticism about the agency. 

(AP Photo/Susan Walsh)(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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America shouldn’t be something else, it should be what it says it is.
— Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

KRUIprogramming

DAILYBREAK

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?
Simply submit details to the link through the 

Daily Break button on our website.

• Finals@IMU: Popcorn, IMU First Floor
• Finals@IMU: Carbs & Caffeine Breakfast, 
6:30 a.m., IMU South Lobby
• Donate, Don’t Dump, donate or recycle 
items during dorm move-out, 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Burge, Hillcrest, and Mayflower
• Finals@IMU: Healthy Snacks, 2 p.m., 
Throughout IMU
• Staff Council Meeting, 2:30 pm., 
2520D University Capitol Center
• Center for Diversity & Enrichment Gradua-
tion Reception, 3-5:30 p.m., IMU Main Lounge
• Iowa City Farmers’ Market, 5-7 p.m., 
Chauncey Swan parking ramp
• Finals@IMU: Therapy Dogs, 6:30-8 p.m., 
181 & 179 IMU
• Iowa Biblioiphiles, Biblio Book Club, 7 p.m., 
Main Library Special Collections Reading Room
• Finals@IMU: Massages, 8 p.m.-Mid-
night, IMU First Floor
• La Redencion, Ana Merino, 8 p.m., Theater B
• Mike White, Double Bass, 8 p.m., 
Voxman Recital Hall
• Finals@IMU: Yoga, 9 p.m., 179 IMU
• Finals@IMU: Snacks, 10 p.m., IMU 
Welcome Center
• Finals@IMU: Coffee, 11 p.m., IMU 
Welcome Center

Wednesday, May 10, 2017 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes

DOONESBURY by Garry Trudeau 

DILBERT® by Scott Adams

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley Miller
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Halloween ‘Costumes’ 
I Already Own

Fat Guy at a Baseball Game

Comic-Con Goer

Disgruntled Ex

 Eddie Bauer Clearance
Rack Aficionado

 Guy Too Old to be at the Club

Person Going to the Gym Tomor-
row, Attempt 435

Obvious Cat Owner

Internet Troll

Younger, Chubbier Bruce Willis

Close Talker

Deadmaus on His Day Off

Guy Who Doesn’t Know There’s a 
Gaping Hole in the 
Crotch of His Jeans

Well-Dressed, Good-Smelling, 
Impotent Man

Guy Who Intentionally Makes 
Obscure References …

in an Eyepatch

Sexy Nurse

Andrew R. Juhl thanks his LC 
buddies for helping 
with today’s Ledge.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Being secretive about what you are up to will create 
more of a problem in the end. Others may assume the worst. A diplomatic attitude 
will help you avoid a situation that could dismantle your plans or your reputation.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Put some force behind your decisions, and turn your 
dreams into a reality. Express your ideas openly, and don’t be afraid to do things 
differently. Adopt new technology and innovative concepts, and manipulate 
them to work for you.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Look for alternative ways to reach your goal. Whether 
at work or at home, taking a unique approach will attract interest. Where there is 
controversy, there is also growth. Listen to good advice, but do your own thing.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Refuse to let anyone order you around. Try to outma-
neuver anyone who may be trying to push you in a direction you don’t want to go. 
Express the way you feel, and don’t budge. Your strength of character will pay off.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Be open to suggestions, and listen to opinions, but when 
it comes to making a decision, look at all the information, and implement the 
changes that will improve your work performance as well as your personal life.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You’ll have to work hard when dealing with your rela-
tionships with others. Problems will arise if you are critical or impatient with the way 
others do things. Show compassion and understanding, and offer a helping hand.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Deal with family members as well as your peers, and 
you will find it easier to get your way. Offering incentives will help, but don’t feel 
the need to go overboard when a simple gesture will do the trick.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): You will need to work with partners, peers, and those 
affected by the decisions you make. Having the support and guidance of others will 
encourage you to try harder and be more assertive when faced with opposition.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Giving in a little to gain a lot isn’t such a bad 
idea. Don’t feel the need to have it all your way. Allowing others to have a mo-
ment in the spotlight will make you look good.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Work hard, and finish what you start. Avoid any-
one who gives you a hard time or who doesn’t think the same way you do. The 
less you reveal about what you are up to, the better. Do your own thing.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Observe how people from different backgrounds 
live, and it will help you understand how to get along better with people from 
all walks of life. Don’t limit what you can do because you are unaware of the 
possibilities. Ask questions and participate.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): A call for assistance will give you a chance to put more 
of your time into working out the important details. If someone complains, simply ask 
someone else to help. Put your energy into accomplishing your goals, not arguing.

•W•E•D•N•E•S•D•A•Y•

EMO HOUR 12 A.M.
MORNING DRIVE 8 A.M.
NEWS @ NINE 9 A.M.
ZATZ THE BASS 10 A.M.
DJ TRAINING 11 A.M.
NEWS @ NOON 
ASK A LAWYER 12:30 P.M.
THE BLITZ 1 P.M.
SPORTS SQUAWK 2 P.M.
TROUT MASK HOUR 3 P.M.
TRANSLATE IOWA PROJECT 4 P.M.
NEWS @ FIVE 5 P.M.
VACCI-NATION 6 P.M.
GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE 7 P.M.
ERIN AND ERIN 9 P.M.
THE PLUG 10 P.M.
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By ADAM HENSLEY AND 
PETE RUDEN  
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

With its conference 
tournament beginning 
on May 24, the Big Ten 
possesses some of the 
most competitive base-
ball units in the coun-
try. Almost any team 
has the power to make 
a late-season run and 
shake up the tourna-
ment seeding. Headed 
into the last few week-
ends of conference play, 
here’s how each Big Ten 
team stacks up in The 
Daily Iowan’s baseball 
power rankings.

13. Penn State
The Nittany Lions 

have a lowly two wins 
in conference play, the 
fewest in the Big Ten, en 
route to earning the bot-
tom spot in our power 
rankings. They’ve won 
only 14 games this sea-
son and currently ride 
their second six-game 
losing streak. Penn 
State has lost three or 
more games in a row 
six times and man-
aged to only win two 
contests out of its last 
14. The Nittany Lions 
don’t have much going 

for them as the season 
winds down.

12. Ohio State
After making the 

Big Ten title game last 
season, Ohio State has 
not had a successful 
follow-up performance. 
The Buckeyes have only 
won six games in confer-
ence play, which is above 
only Rutgers and Penn 
State. Dominic Canzone 
has led the charge for 
the Scarlet and Gray 
with a .352 batting aver-
age, but other than that, 
there is no one batting 
over .300. The Buckeyes 
will continue to be test-
ed with Iowa and Indi-
ana still on the docket.

11. Rutgers
Despite a losing 

record, Rutgers has 
beaten some teams it 
shouldn’t have. The 
Scarlet Knights took a 
game against Michigan 
on April 28, won their 
series against Iowa and 
Purdue, and also clob-
bered Miami in their 
third game of the sea-
son. Mike Carter’s .348 
batting average ranks 
sixth in the Big Ten, 
and Jawuan Harris re-

mains tied for the con-
ference lead in stolen 
bases, with 23.

10. Northwestern
The Wildcats started 

the season a seven-game 
losing streak but have 
picked things up for the 
most part since then. 
Northwestern had a four-
game series loss against 
Central Michigan in the 
middle of March, but 
have taken series over 
Iowa and Purdue since 
then. In conference play, 
the Wildcats are on par 
with Illinois, but losing 
two out of three to the Il-
lini proved to be a major 
blow for Northwestern 
in the rankings.

9. Illinois
Illinois’ 7-11 con-

ference record posi-
tions it 10th in the 
Big Ten, but the Illini 
are on a roll, having 
won six games of their 
last eight, including 
series wins over Min-
nesota and Maryland, 
which has 31 wins on 
the season. Pat McIn-
erney’s bat leads the 
charge on most occa-

SPORTS
DAILYIOWAN.COMFOR UP-TO-DATE COVERAGE OF HAWKEYE SPORTS, FOLLOW US ON TWITTER AT @DI_SPORTS_DESKWEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2017

Iowa guard Ally Disterhoft takes a three point shot during the quarterfinal game of the Women’s NIT between Washington State and Iowa at Carver Hawkeye Arena in Iowa City on Sunday, March 26, 2017. The Cougars went on 
to defeat the Hawkeyes 74-66. (The Daily Iowan/ Alex Kroeze)

By BLAKE DOWSON | blake-dowson@uiowa.edu

The spotlight has been on Ally Dister-
hoft for a long time.

When she finished junior high and 
moved over to Iowa City West High, the 
spotlight was on her to win state cham-
pionships. And she did.

The spotlight was on her when she 
made her college decision, which was an 
easy one. She grew up dreaming of be-
coming a Hawkeye, so picking Iowa was 
a no-brainer.

When she got to Iowa, the spotlight 
was on her. Playing college basketball 
in her own backyard came with the 

pressure to perform well. And she did. 
Disterhoft started 17 games her fresh-
man year and averaged just over 13 
points per game.

Fast forward three seasons, and no 
Hawkeye women’s basketball player 
has ever scored more points than Dis-
terhoft’s 2,102.

Her consistency (she scored in double 
digits in all but a handful of her 118 
career games) and her leadership over 
the past four seasons have earned Dis-
terhoft the title of Daily Iowan Female 
Athlete of the Year.

“It is a really cool story,” Disterhoft 
said in March of her journey to Iowa. 

Finding the power 
in Big Ten baseball

SEE DISTERHOFT, 3

Disterhoft 
shines, 

in and out of 
spotlight

Each year, the Daily Iowan Sports staff votes on a 
number of awards: Newcomer of the Year, Coach of 
the Year, Female Athlete of the Year, Male Athlete of 
the Year, and Team of the Year are awarded. Today, 
we hand out the Female Athlete of the Year award.

Ally Disterhoft
2016-17 season

• 2,102 career points (school record)
• 788 career rebounds (11th in school history)
• 313 career assists (14th in school history)
• 162 career 3-point field goals (7th in school history)
• Two-time Academic All-American of the Year

By JACOB MILLER  
jacob-s-miller@uiowa.edu

The Big Ten Tourna-
ment seedings have been 
released and the match-
ups are locked in, but the 
power rankings differ. 
Seeding is crucial for all 
teams, but some received 
undeserving spots, lead-
ing to slight disagree-
ment in tournament 
lineups and The Daily 
Iowan’s rankings. The Big 
Ten Tournament starts 
on Thursday, and numer-
ous teams have a shot at 
shaking things up.

12. Penn State
One of the easier de-

cisions to make as far as 
seeding goes, Penn State 
has yet to wow anyone but 
the players’ mothers this 
season. Its only notable 
Big Ten win was against 
Ohio State, but one win 
will not help a team as 
far as rankings go. Penn 
State in the past has been 
one of the more dominate 
programs, but it has not 
had a lot go its way this 
season. Anything further 
than the first round will 
be surprising.

11. Indiana
This is another cel-

lar-dwelling team that was 
able to steal one win away 
from Ohio State. The Hoo-
siers, who do not make a 

lot of flashy plays, are com-
ing off of two losses at the 
hands of Michigan State. 
They are efficient on de-
fense, though, and have the 
fourth-best fielding unit in 
the Big Ten. Indiana has 
the fourth-lowest number 
of errors in the Big Ten at 
48. Their defense could get 
them out of the first round, 
but without that X-factor 
player on offense, a tourna-
ment run is unlikely.

10. Purdue
The Boilermakers could 

be ranked higher on this 
list if they played defense. 
Purdue has committed 89 
errors this season, tied 
for last in the Big Ten 

with Maryland, which did 
not even make it into the 
tournament. One thing in 
the Boilermakers’ favor 
is momentum, which can 
do wonderful things for a 
team. Purdue swept Ne-
braska in its final confer-
ence series of the season, 
coming off a seven-game 
losing streak after open-
ing up conference play 
with four wins. The Boil-
ermakers could be a dark 
horse in the tournament.

9. Iowa
The Hawkeyes have the 

fifth-best pitching in the 
Big Ten and two of the 

Softball rankings mixed

SEE SOFTBALL, 3SEE BASEBALL, 3

Iowa’s Shayla Starkenburg delivers a pitch agains Northwestern on Saturday May 6, 
2017. The Hawkeyes won 7-6 in eleven innings. (The Daily Iowan/Nick Rohlman)
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