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Gaia’s Peace Garden, 
2066 Bristol Drive, despite 
its name, has run into a 
conflict with Iowa City.

The garden is owned 
by Iowa City residents 
and married couple Blair 
Frank and Mary Kirk-
patrick. They started the 
garden in 2009, and it is a 
sanctuary in which people 
can connect with nature 
and try a different mind-
set, Frank said.

However, the garden vi-
olates several city codes, 
according to the city.

“The basic code viola-
tion is that it’s an accesso-
ry use on a property that 
doesn’t have any principal 
use,” said Jann Ream, the 
Iowa City building special-
ist. “It’s a lot that’s been 
zoned for residential units 
and dwelling units.”

Ream said the problem 
was not necessarily the 
garden itself but the trou-
bles that can accompany 
the garden.

Other violations include 
educational events, garden 
supplies being left on city 
property, and a painted curb.

“The problems that 
start occurring is when 

they are using it as a pub-
lic space and an educa-
tional space,” Ream said. 
“When they start bringing 
the public in, then it can 
start to create problems 
in the neighborhood or 
surrounding properties.”

Frank said the garden 
supplies that were left on 
a service road have been 
removed, but he doesn’t 
understand why educa-
tional events are against 
city code, considering that 
the Earth is in a plane-
tary crisis and Iowa City 
is a university town.

Kirkpatrick agreed the 
garden has the potential 

to be a learning experi-
ence for visitors, even if 
only to see alternative 
ways to plan a landscape.

“From what I’ve heard 
from people who have 
been to Gaia’s Peace Gar-
den, it’s a place that in 
a busy, hectic, stressful 
world where they can go 
and find some serenity,” 
she said. “[It’s] a place 
where they can connect to 
nature and each other.”

Ream said the garden 
has created more of a 
visual nuisance for sur-
rounding properties.

In its third month, an Iowa City Friendship Exchange program is already creating cross-cultural understanding.
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A summer vote to increase tuition for the sec-
ond-consecutive summer may occur next month.

Student leaders, university presidents, 
and members of the state Board of Regents 
spoke on Monday regarding Iowa’s bleak 
funding outlook for higher education in the 
next few years.

After the state Legislature made midyear 
financial cuts as the result of a state budget 

A pale 2.5 centimeter-long faded 
scar on his left forearm.

This mark is all the physical evidence 
Birindwa “Alex” Magambo has to show 
for his fight in escaping the Democratic 
Republic of Congo 15 years ago.

The 51-year-old lifts his sleeve slight-
ly, rubbing the small scar, and reaches 
his arm across the table so Megan and 
Deb Yoder can see it more closely.

Then, he launches into a story that to 
them seems unbelievable; a story full of de-
tails about a kidnapping in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, an escape to a different 
country, and the path to eventually becom-
ing a refugee in the United States.

The meeting of these local residents is 
not simply happenstance: the two fam-
ilies are part of a new Friendship Ex-
change program through IC Compassion 
in Iowa City that aims to pair refugee or 
immigrant families with Americans. The 
Yoders and Magambo were first intro-
duced at the program’s second exchange 
meeting in late March.

The program helps both families con-
nect with fellow Iowans — native or 
new to the state.

•••

“I came from Congo,” Magambo said, 

retelling his story later. “In 2001, I went 
to Kenya, and before I went to Kenya, 
some people wanted to kill me because 
of the word of God.”

According to the U.S. Department of 
State, the Democratic Republic of Congo 
was the center of the African World War, 
which lasted from 1997-2003 and led to 
the deaths of more than 5 million people. 
The Department of State reports that 
religious discrimination was common, as 
well as accusations of witchcraft.

Magambo, a preacher who practices 
Christianity, said he told people not to 
believe in the witchcraft, that it was evil.

“So somebody went to tell them about 

what I’m saying, so they came in my 
house, and they wanted to kill me,” he 
remembers. “They came with a knife, 
they wanted to stab me on my neck, and 
I [lifted my arm to cover my neck], and 
the knife entered [my forearm].”

Magambo says the group then took 
him to a big forest, a place he didn’t 
know, about 40 miles from where he 
lived, in Bukavu.

“And then, in the middle of the night 
… they heard voices of some people 
passing by, and they left me with some-
body, and the other people went to go 

By LILY ABROMEIT | lily-abromeit@uiowa.edu

Regents 
begin tuition 
discussion

Back to the Garden (or not)

SEE EXCHANGE, 3

Privately owned Gaia’s Peace Garden is slapped with city-code violations and warnings. 

SEE GARDEN, 2 SEE TUITION, 2

Top left: Megan Yoder talks with members of the congregation at Solid Rock Christian Center in Coralville during the African service on April 2. Center: Megan and Deb Yoder watch as Mapendo Birindwa and her husband Birindwa “Alex” Magambo perform on stage 
at Solid Rock Christian Center. Top right: Birindwa “Alex” Magambo sings worship songs during a Sunday service on April 2 at Solid Rock Christian Center in Coralville. Above: Birindwa “Alex” Magambo, his wife, and five of his six children pray with the Yoder family 
during a dinner on Sunday. The two families are part of a Friendship Exchange program in Iowa City. (The Daily Iowan/Lily Abromeit)

Miles of understanding
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“We address issues like 
this when we receive com-
plaints,” she said. “For 
several years, we didn’t re-
ceive complaints. Now, we 
are receiving complaints.”

Ream said after a meet-
ing with Frank, she wasn’t 
sure a mutual consensus 

was reached regarding the 
use of public space.

“Mr. Frank believes he is 
building community there, 
and he sees that as a good 
thing. He sees the city re-
sponding to complaints as 
dividing the community,” 
she said. “I tried to explain 
to him that nuisance and 
zoning laws really have 
the same goal, to bring the 
community together.”

Ream said the next step, 

if she continues to receive 
complaints, would be to get 
a court order, although she 
hopes it doesn’t come to that.

“He has chosen to live 
in the Iowa City commu-
nity,” Ream said. “The Io-
wa City community stan-
dards apply to him.”

Frank said he doesn’t see 
how the city code aligns with 
the city’s goal to be green.

“We’re trying to be a 
green city,” he said.

Kirkpatrick said she 
sees this as an opportunity.

“People on the City Coun-
cil have expressed interest 
in looking at the city code 
and to see if there’s possibly 
a way to rewrite some things 
so that the [garden] is with-
in compliance of [city code],” 
she said. “It’s been reward-
ing to hear the support that 
people have for what we’re 
doing. I guess we’ll just have 
to wait and see.”

GARDEN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

shortfall, the University 
of Iowa is facing a roughly 
$15.5 million reduction in 
appropriations for fiscal 
2017 and 2018.

For the UI, the proposed 
tuition increases would be 
a rate of 5 percent for res-
ident undergraduates, or 
$358. Nonresident under-
graduate tuition would 
increase by 6.4 percent, 
or $1,764. Rates for grad-
uate students would vary. 
The UI tuition increases 
would be expected to gen-
erate $16.51 million in in-
cremental revenue.

The regents will vote 
on its second reading of 
tuition rates at their June 
6-8 meeting at the Uni-
versity of Northern Iowa.

UI Student Government 
President Jacob Simpson 
told The Daily Iowan the 
change in regent leadership 
with the departure of former 

President Bruce Rastetter 
and former President Pro 
Tem Katie Mulholland will 
allow for more public com-
mentary. Current Regent 
President Mike Richards 
announced after being elect-
ed that the public would be 
able to comment now at the 
regents’ meetings.

“What I’ve heard was 
that this meeting was 
unique because the board 
members asked a lot more 
questions for our univer-
sity presidents to respond 
to,” Simpson said. “… I see 
that increase in discus-
sion to be promising, and I 
hope that it will continue.”

The regents approved a 
“2+2” model for approving 
tuition rates and appropria-
tions requests in September 
2016, hoping it would offer 
students and their families 
predictability in planning 
their finances. Simpson 
said this model relied on 
an unrealistic assumption 
that state support would in-
crease 2 percent each year.

Alternatively, he pro-

posed three courses of 
action prior to the next 
meeting: develop a realistic 
five-year outlook for tuition 
at the regent universities, 
include student-govern-
ment representatives on 
the regents’ task force to 
discuss state appropria-
tions, and lobby for all re-
gent universities to use the 
Iowa Tuition Grant. 

Simpson said he does 
not see the regents’ pro-
posal changing, but he 
hopes they take action on 
those three items. He also 
said UISG will begin dis-
cussions with UI President 
Bruce Harreld to discuss 
the five-year tuition mod-
el and nonresident versus 
resident tuition rates.

“We cannot place as much 
of a burden on nonresident 
students as we are current-
ly compared with resident 
students,” Simpson told the 
DI. “With whatever tuition 
model we come up with, we 
need to make sure that non-
resident students are taken 
care of.”

Harreld told the DI 
during an interview on 
May 4 tuition increases 
are needed to maintain 
the quality of the institu-
tion if state funding con-
tinues to fall short. He 
said as tuition rises, more 
of the financial hardship 
will be put on families 
and students. 

“In a sense, I think the 
timing is lousy, that the 
state appropriations come 
through after we’ve actu-
ally raised,” he said.

Regent Subhash Sahai 
said it amazes him that 
the world looks up to the 
United States for its post-
secondary education sys-
tem, but given the cost of 
an education, priorities 
need to be evaluated.

“Education, to me, like 
health, is a great equal-
izer and does not dis-
criminate …” he said. 
“I’m surprised that we 
are seeing that much of 
a cut in education fund-
ing at this crucial time in 
our state.”

TUITION
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

By JASON ESTRADA 
jason-estrada@uiowa.edu

New legislation will help 
Iowans reach more em-
ployment opportunities.

House File 473 will in-
crease the chances for 
some people to earn a 
high-school equivalency 
diploma.

According to a report by 
the State Board of Educa-
tion, 68 percent of all jobs 
in Iowa will require some 
postsecondary training or 
education by 2025. The Io-
wa Department of Educa-
tion reports that 209,740 
Iowans over the age of 18 
do not have a high-school 
diploma or equivalency as 
of January. These Iowans 
will not be qualified to hold 
most jobs available in the 
state without a high-school 
diploma or equivalency.

Jeremy Varner, the divi-
sion administrator of the 
Education Department, 
said over the past 70 to 75 
years, Iowa only had one 
option to obtain a high-

school equivalency diploma, 
which was to pass a HiSET 
assessment, a test battery 
that awards high-school 
equivalency diplomas.

“For seven decades, that 
was the GED everyone was 
familiar with,” he said. “A 
few years ago, we switched 
assessments to the HiSET 
assessment. And that test 
battery was basically the 
only way of students to ob-
tain an equivalency diploma 
if they dropped out of high 
school or didn’t get a normal 
high-school diploma.”

Varner said the depart-
ment noticed other states 
have different ways for 
students to demonstrate 
they have the knowledge 
and skills equivalent to 
the diploma.

“We convened a task 
force this last year to study 
the issue and to make rec-
ommendations,” he said.

The task force made 
the suggestions to grow a 
higher-skilled labor force, 
because a diploma is the 
key to economic security 

and an important step-
pingstone in the educa-
tion pathway, Varner said. 
The task force also stated 
the HiSET assessment 
was not the best choice for 
all students.

Advocacy Officer Dave 
Stone of the United Way of 
Central Iowa, an organiza-
tion that brings together 
local nonprofits, business-
es, elected officials, and 
community leaders, said 
some folks are not success-
ful with a one assessment. 
So the intent of the bill 
was to provide numerous 
pathways for people to ob-
tain high-school diplomas.

“We know that the 
HiSET exam is a rather 
difficult exam,” he said. 
“Folks are successful with 
it, and we run a program 
called ‘Bridges to Success’ 
here at United Way that 
helps folks attaining their 
HiSET exam through 
coaching, instruction, and 
practice testing prior to 
the exam itself.”

Phillip Jeneary, the gov-

ernment-relations director 
of the Iowa Association of 
School Boards, said mem-
bers support the bill and 
advocated for its passage.

“We felt that the bill 
further allows students 
additional routes to obtain 
their high-school diplo-
mas,” he said.

Jeneary said he believes 
the bill will give students 
a chance to secure an 
equivalency diploma af-
ter circumstances such as 
dropping out or not excel-
ling in school.

Elisabeth Buck, the 
chief community-impact 
officer of United Way of 
Central Iowa, said the 
organization became in-
volved with the issue be-
cause one of its focus areas 
is to ensure Iowans are fi-
nancially self-sufficient.

“Iowans who don’t have 
a high-school diploma are 
much more likely to live 
in poverty,” she said. “We 
really saw connection be-
tween education levels 
and income.”

High-school equivalency grows
A new law will expand more avenues to obtain a high-school equivalency diploma. 

By SARAH STORTZ 
sarah-stortz@iowa.edu

Perched on her seat, Uni-
versity of Iowa senior Nadz-
reen Syakilah Ahmad Na-
dzri thoroughly examines 
the résumé of a prospective 
student next to her.

As a career peer adviser 
in the Pomerantz Career 
Center, Ahmad Nadzri af-
fects the future for many 
of UI students. In Ahmad 
Nadzri’s case, she said, 
many of the students here 
have affected her future.

Originally from Malay-
sia, Ahmad Nadzri had the 
opportunity to study in the 
United States after receiv-
ing a scholarship from her 
high school. She said she 
decided to attend the UI 
based on the business pro-
gram, calling it “one of the 
best in the country.”

While transitioning in-
to a new country, she said 
she learned how to move 
out of her comfort zone by 
participating in activities.

She has served as the 
head of finance for the 

UI Society for Human 
Resource Management, 
a member of the Interna-
tional Student Advisory 
Board, and the recruit-
ment head for the Mortar 
Board Staff and Circle.

She said the one or-
ganization in particular 
that helped her adjust to 
the United States was the 
Global Engagement Stu-
dent Advisory Board.

“Before I got into Tippie, 
I was not having as many 
friends as I do now. In the 
Global Engagement Stu-
dent Advisory Board, we’ve 
planned numerous events 
and activities,” Ahmad Na-
dzri said. “When I was on 
the board, they’ve already 
planned what to do. They’ve 
partnered an international 
student with the local stu-
dent, and we learned about 
each other for the whole 
semester. That’s where I’ve 
met some of my friends.”

Ahmad Nadzri said she 
was very grateful for the 
experience, especially with 
cultural barriers standing 
in the way.

“I was not really good at 
English. There was also a dif-
ference in culture,” she said. 
“I did not live in a residence 
hall. It’s really hard to get 
involved and make friends. I 
was very shy. After entering 
Tippie, they’ve created a wel-
coming environment.”

UI junior Marcus Smith, a 
fellow adviser at Pomerantz, 
said he highly enjoys having 
Ahmad Nadzri around.

“She really cares about 
[the students] and wants 
what’s best for them,” 
Smith said. “I remember 
in the beginning of the 
semester, she was the one 
who trained me on the job. 
She did a great job helping 
me learn the ropes of the 
career center.”

UI junior Brianne Holt-
kamp, another adviser at 
the career center, said 
she admires Ahmad Na-
dzri’s attitude.

“She’s always the first 
one to jump up and be like, 
‘Don’t worry, I got it,’ with 
a walk-in student,” she 
said. “She’s just a great 
person because she has a 

huge amount of empathy 
for everyone and has this 
caring nature that makes 
her a good employee.”

After she graduates on 
Saturday with a bachelor’s 
degree in Human Resource 
Management, Ahmad Nadz-
ri said she plans to go back 
to Malaysia. She’s open to 
any opportunities, though 
she wants to work her way 
up to her dream job — being 
a management consultant.

Ahmad Nadzri urged 
any incoming internation-
al students to take advan-
tage of the opportunities 
in the United States.

“Focus on your studies, but 
try to make as many memo-
ries as you can,” she said. 
“You’re going to appreciate 
how much you’ve grown.”

Although she will leave 
the country soon, Ahmad 
Nadzri said she won’t for-
get the effect Iowa has left 
on her.

“This place is like my 
second home,” she said. 
“It’s where I’ve grown up 
and developed all of my 
necessary skills.”

Growing into her skills at the UI
A graduating international student reflects on her time on campus. 
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look,” he said. “And then after some two 
or three minutes, that guy went to ease 
himself, and when I saw that he went 
to ease himself, I said ‘God, help me. I’m 
gonna run. If they’re gonna shoot me, let 
me die. But I’m gonna try.’

“So I ran away. I ran, I ran, I ran, and 
then I heard them saying, ‘Where is he? 
Where is he?’ so I hid myself. When I was 
hidden, I was not breathing, not doing 
any movement, and then they passed by.

“In the morning, I saw the light com-
ing, and then I looked around, and I 
didn’t see anybody.”

As he tells his story to the Yoders for the 
first time, with the perfect balance between 
a serious stare and a quick grin, they stay 
still, only the occasional slow shaking of their 
heads in disbelief interrupting his story.

Magambo and his seven-person family 
now live in North Liberty. The Yoders are 
a mom, dad, and daughter family from Ka-
lona. Deb and her daughter Megan work at 
the University of Iowa, and Bob Yoder is a 
Washington County supervisor who owns 
and operates a welding business in Kalona.

But despite their experiences on conti-
nents 7,668 miles away from each other, 
they share a common bond: Both families 
practice Christianity.

“For me, I prayed,” Magambo recalls 
later. “I said, ‘God help me, that family 
that I’m going to meet with, let it be a 
Christian family.’

“By good luck, when I met with them, 
even they were praying that God could 
help them meet a Christian family.”

Creating a cultural 
exchange

IC Compassion launched the exchange 
program in February. Since then, it has 
fostered 10 exchanges, whether among 
families, a group of friends, or individuals.

IC Compassion is a faith-based 501c3 
nonprofit organization that operates in 
a brick Church of the Nazarene build-
ing in Iowa City. The church provides 
the space and funding, and the orga-
nization gets funding from other area 
churches as well. Although it is con-
nected to Christianity, the volunteers 
or clients don’t have to practice a spe-
cific religion. The organization aims to 
bring together culturally diverse com-
munities and sponsors many programs, 
such as a food pantry, tutoring services, 
ESL classes, low-cost legal immigra-
tion services, citizenship classes, and 
now, the exchange program.

Megan Schmidt, an Americorps service 
member who works at IC Compassion, 
said originally, the program was called a 
“Family Exchange,” but the members re-
ceived a lot of interest from individuals or 
groups of friends wanting to participate, 
so they changed the name and the criteria 
to make it a “Friendship Exchange.”

The program goals are three-fold: to 
increase an awareness of cultural differ-
ences, to encourage cross-cultural rela-
tionships that will be long lasting, and 
to inspire a desire to develop new skills, 
hobbies, or understanding.

“There are so many nuances of culture 
that are hard to figure out unless you 
have a relationship with the other cul-
ture,” Schmidt said. “[We were] also hear-
ing the needs of finding area resources 
and realizing that this could be a natural 
way to do that.”

Stephanie Getting, another Americorps 
volunteer, said there are so many needs 
in the community that IC Compassion 
can’t do it all alone, so this exchange pro-
gram was one way for them to share the 
workload while also hopefully having an 
effect on the way people in the communi-
ty view refugees and immigrants.

“I think it’s one step of many … for the 
community to break down those barri-

ers,” Getting said. “It isn’t meant to be a 
mentorship … because we both have dif-
ferent things to bring.”

The Church Visit
The Sunday after they meet, the Yod-

ers are first to arrive at Solid Rock Chris-
tian Center, where Magambo preaches in 
Coralville, for the 1 p.m. service.

A few minutes later, Magambo, his 
wife, and his six children all tumble out 
of a red minivan, dressed in sparkling 
skirts, heels, and, in the case of his wife, 
a traditional Congolese dress. Steaming 
Crock Pots in hand, they scurry into the 

church, chatting and laughing all the way 
to the back, where they set up food for the 
potluck following the service.

After more people arrive, Magambo 
picks up the electric guitar and the ser-
vice begins.

“If you wanna dance, dance. If you 
wanna jump, jump,” Magambo calls out 
through the microphone.

At first, the Yoders are visibly taken 
aback. They look around with wide eyes 
at the children running around, women 
singing loudly into microphones through-
out the crowd, and notice the young girls 
Facebook Live streaming the whole thing.

But soon they smile and start to sway, 
attempting to read the English words 
projected on a screen behind Magambo as 
he and another man call out in Swahili.

Most of the service continues this way. 
Singing with the band is interspersed 
with individual praising done out loud 
through the microphones, the women and 
men bent in half or kneeling in front of 
their chairs. It’s a potpourri of spiritual 
sound, full of feeling and meaning.

About halfway through the two-hour 
service, they make introductions of all 
the visitors to the church that day. Megan 
Yoder introduces herself and her parents 
and explains they are guests of Magam-
bo. Magambo gushes about how happy he 
is to have them there, and minutes later, 
his wife and other members of the congre-
gation are wrapping all of the Yoders in 
big communal hugs.

When the service ends, the party isn’t 
over. Everyone files over to the buffet and 
piles their plates full of food. The Yoders 
attempt to ask what it is they are eating 
but eventually just give in and take sam-
ples of everything.

“I guess you could say it was kind of 
like culture shock but in a really good 
way,” Megan Yoder, 28, said about the ex-
perience. “The music was different, but 
it was still similar because I noticed we 
were singing a lot of the same praise and 
worship songs that I sing at my church.”

Much like right after the service, Deb 
Yoder had trouble finding the words to 
explain the experience a few weeks later.

“Oh boy, how do I say that?” she said to 
herself quietly. “I guess how I would say 
it is, I don’t know what the word is, but 
they are really thanking and praising 
God because of all the obstacles they’ve 
been through, and we take it for granted, 

but we’re worshiping the same God.
“As for the message, it’s the same mes-

sage of Christ.
“It was definitely a cultural immersion 

… but we could still see there that we 
were so much alike.”

Understanding the          
other side

About a month after being paired 
with Magambo and his family, Yoder, 
who is in her early 60s, said the entire 
experience has been more eye-opening 
than she expected.

“Just to be able to share between our 
families, it’s not just that we’re here to 
help,” she said. “It gives us greater under-
standing and appreciation.

“It makes us more aware of what’s going 
on in the U.S. but also makes us more com-
passionate for the nations of the world.”

During both of the first two exchange 
introduction events, including the one for 
Magambo and the Yoders, Sunday Goshit 
gave an introduction speech.

Goshit is an immigrant from Nigeria 

who works with IC Compassion during 
these types of events to try to help the 
two groups understand each other, saying 
things such as: “While other people run 
away from it, you are facing it head on.”

During the second event, Goshit had 
the attendees do an exercise. They filled 
out four boxes — one with names of their 
immediate family, one with names of ex-
tended family and close friends, one with 
a list of small items, such as cellphones 
and photos, and one with larger items, 
such as houses, cars, and favorite places.

Then, he had everyone cross out each 
item and name one by one, explaining 
that when you are a refugee, and some-

times when you are an immigrant, you 
leave all these things behind and most 
likely never see them again.

This exercise hit Deb Yoder hard.
“It brought tears to my eyes,” she said, 

tears springing back up as she thought 
back on the memory. “When you start to 
cross through, I guess my eyes were never 
open to that.

“It told me, yeah, we need to be here.”
Many families are spoiled in the U.S., 

she said, and people don’t understand 
what it would be like to be forced to leave.

“[There’s] that idea that these refugees 
come in, and they should just be happy, 
but we have no idea of their loss,” she said.

According to data provided by the Of-
fice of Refugee Resettlement, the number 
of primary refugee arrivals has gradually 
increased since 2010 in Iowa. In 2015, the 
latest data available, 787 refugees were 
first resettled in Iowa. These refugees came 
from 23 different nations; the most from 
Burma/Myanmar at 38 percent, followed 
by the Congo at 10 percent.

Tracking of refugees begins when they 
are first resettled in the U.S. However, 
Schmidt said, it’s difficult to find concrete 
numbers on how many refugees are in 
one place because many move away from 

the city or state. This is called secondary 
resettlement, and tracking does not hap-
pen during this stage. Schmidt said be-
cause of this, there are no accurate num-
bers for refugees in Johnson County.

“We’ve heard estimates ranging from 
500 to 3,000,” she wrote via email. “Anec-
dotally, I can tell you that for our Refugee 
RISE program [an Americorps program 
that provides services to refugees], the 
majority of our clients are from the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo or Sudan.”

A tool for refugees
Magambo said programs such as IC 

Compassion and the Friendship Exchange 
can be very helpful tools for refugees.

Sometimes, he said, refugees can go 
astray, break the law, or simply be con-
fused because they just don’t understand 
all the rules and customs most Ameri-
cans take for granted.

“It helps people to be together, even 
though the cultures are different, but it’s 
[also] good because sometimes there are 
some refugees who come here and when 
they come here, they lose everything, 
They don’t know what to do,” he said. 
“But when they meet with the citizens 
of the United States, they may be happy 
because those people, they know every-
thing; they know the culture.”

The main goal of the program can be seen 
accomplished in Magambo’s experience.

“To me, to be with that family, it’s to ex-
change the cultures,” he said. “How Amer-
ican culture is and how African culture is 
and to combine them together and see how 
[they are]. Because now that I’m here, I’m 
trying to learn American culture.”

Magambo said he doesn’t know what to 
think about things such as the travel ban 
or animosity toward refugees and immi-
grants because, as he said, you never know 
why people are doing what they are doing.

“Maybe [government officials] know 
why they are doing that so we cannot 
judge them, but maybe they are doing 

something good for refugees,” he said. 
“That’s what I can say. Maybe they are 
trying to do something good for those refu-
gees and the people in the United States.”

Making connections
The Friendship Exchange program is 

open to any immigrant or refugee fam-
ily, regardless of how long they have 
been in the U.S.

Magambo and his family have been in 
the U.S. for six years and in Iowa for al-
most five.

In fact, Alex Magambo, his oldest son, 
and his youngest four daughters became 
U.S. citizens in February 2016. His wife 
and eldest daughter are in the middle of 
the process right now.

This surprised Deb Yoder at first.
“Why decide to participate now when 

you’ve been here for years?” she said. “But 
seeing obstacles and challenges they face 
when getting here, maybe that’s too soon.

“Maybe it’s just so overwhelming at first.”
To her, the status doesn’t matter.
“Whether you connect with the refugee 

family from Day 1 when they land [in the 
U.S.], or you connect a year or two later, 
it’s still going to have an impact,” she 
said. “On you and the refugee family.”

The future of the program
On Friday, IC Compassion will host 

the third kickoff event to introduce 
new exchanges.

Getting said they want to be able to im-
prove the kickoff events each month and 
give the groups tools to see the relation-
ship succeed.

There are similar programs around Io-
wa City and the state they can draw ideas 
from. Friends of International Students is 
one at the UI focused on pairing students. 
EMBARC in Waterloo and EMBARC in 
Des Moines also have similar programs. 
Schmidt said Catherine McCauley Cen-
ter in Cedar Rapids is launching a simi-
lar program and is using IC Compassion’s 
exchange for inspiration.

“We want it to be scalable, we want it to 
be able to grow,” Getting said.

Deb Yoder doesn’t seem to be worried 
about the program’s success, she just 
wants to continue to participate.

“[These programs] are like friend-
ships,” she said. “They take time.”
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EXCHANGE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Birindwa “Alex” Magambo poses in Kalona. Magambo recently became a U.S. citizen after arriving in America as a refugee from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. (The Daily Iowan/Lily Abromeit)

Esther Birindwa, 8, talks with Megan Yoder, 28, during dinner on Sunday. Esther and her family visited the Yoders’ home in Kalona 
during one of their meet-ups as part of an IC Compassion Friendship Exchange program. (The Daily Iowan/Lily Abromeit)

To learn more 
about their 
stories, visit 

dailyiowan.com 

  View a photo 
slideshow, watch 
videos, and listen 

to interviews.

Whether you connect with the refugee family from 
Day 1 when they land [in the U.S.], or you connect 

a year or two later, it’s still going to have an impact. 
On you and the refugee family. 

— Deb Yoder   
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In November 2015, Uni-
versity of Iowa students 
were alerted that there was 
a sexual predator roaming 
the West S0ide near the UI 
Hospitals and Clinics. In a 
Hawk Alert email after the 
fact, the UI police informed 
the community that the sus-
pect was in custody. Now, 
as the case is advancing in 
the courts, Adam Weinstein, 
the accused, plans to claim 
insanity, diminished respon-
sibility and intoxication as 
his defense. By pleading this, 
not only is he trying to ignore 
the fact that he did sexually 
assault women, he is instead 

blaming his actions on irrele-
vant excuses rather than his 
own depraved mind.

This trial was supposed 
to happen several months 
ago, but it was put on hold 
because Weinstein was ap-
parently “incompetent” to 
stand trial for his crimes. 
The trial was then sup-
posed to occur on May 
23, but then it was again 
pushed back to July 25. It is 
set to stay on this date, and 
hopefully, Weinstein will be 
held accountable.

In order for Weinstein to 
be judged as “insane,” his 
lawyer, Eric Tindal, needs 
to prove that he could not 
understand right from 
wrong at the time of the 

assaults. In order to prove 
“diminished responsibili-
ty and intoxication,” Tin-
dal would have to prove 
that Weinstein suffered 
from a condition that pre-
vented him from forming 
specific intent to attack 
the women. Tindal has 
requested for an expert 
to come in and evaluate 
Weinstein and testify to 
his mental capabilities.

All of this ignores that 
these are excuses for him 
to use. He — allegedly 
—sexually assaulted nu-
merous women on the UI 
campus and triggered two 
Hawk Alerts and numer-
ous emails sent to students, 
staff, and the community. 

There are no excuses for 
this. You are not insane 
when you don’t know what 
the word “no” means. It’s 
one of the simplest words in 
the English language; even 
children know how to use it 
and what it means.

Weinstein is a 34-year-
old man who knows what 
the word “no” means. He 
chose to ignore those wom-
en when they said it. That 
is not insanity, it’s assault. 
Even if Weinstein is men-
tally ill, this should not 
excuse his actions. If Wein-
stein is indeed mentally 
ill, his illness should not 
be used as a scapegoat for 
things he did wrong. That 
is not fair to others who are 

also mentally ill.
This can also be said to 

his other “defense” of di-
minished responsibility 
and intoxication. Weinsten 
is 34 years old. As an adult, 
there is an expectation of 
responsibility put on ev-
eryone. Adults are expect-
ed to take responsibility for 
their work, social lives, and 
especially their actions. I 
am an 18-year-old college 
student, and I understand 
the concept of responsibil-
ity. Not to mention, intoxi-
cation does not give people 
a free pass to do whatever 
they want (although, when 
women are intoxicated and 
get sexually assaulted, 
they’re apparently “asking 

for it”). Weinstein’s defens-
es are so weak, a first-year 
non-law major can see 
through his excuses.

According to his charges, 
which include third-degree 
sexual abuse and third-de-
gree harassment, Weinstein 
faces up to 12 years and 
one month in jail. And he 
deserves every last day in 
confinement if he is found 
guilty. His sentence should 
not be lessened because of 
his plea of insanity. There 
are no excuses for sexual 
assault. The UI strives to be 
active in the fight against 
sexual assault, and holding 
Weinstein responsible for 
his actions must be a part 
of this.

COLUMN

No excuses for sexual assault

So it’s finals week, and 
for far too many universi-
ty students, it seems like 
the Alps of absurdity, not 
to mention the Himalayas 
of caffeine-ity.

Full disclosure: Caf-
feine-ity doesn’t actually 
exist in any reliable med-
ical literature, not even in 
Lit City. (A locution that 
Iowa Public Radio shame-
lessly stole from me, but, 
I must admit, only after I 

shamelessly forgot to mail 
in my promised donation 
to IPR. OK, so we’re even. 
But “Lit City” is mine. I 
don’t care what the deni-
zens (which is not really 
Zen, but oh, well, that’s 
Zen) of the Foxhead say.

But, university students, 
the Alps of absurdity, sorry 
to say, don’t come during 
finals week, they arrive, 
with no formal warning 
outside of the slap across 
your cheeks by “oldish cod” 
(which are on special) in 
so-called real life. You’ll 
know when you’re stuck in 
a cubicle among thousands 
or so cubicles designed by a 
seasoned contortionist and 
your supervisor expects 
you to come up with a Y 
axis in which there doesn’t 
seem to be any correspond-
ing X axis (they stopped 

emailing years ago, kind of 
like divorced people, who 
will soon encompass all 
your college friends, and 
they’ll expect you to pro-
vide a compass). Oh, and 
by the way, don’t forget 
that persnickety Z axis.

But wait. There’s more. 
As the Popeil commercials 
used to say. If you’re too 
young to remember the 
Popeil ads, too bad; there 
was a lifetime of laughter 
in each 30-second bit. It 
got so good (or bad) that 
you didn’t care about the 
late-night TV program, you 
were waiting to fall into 
hysterics at the Popeil ads, 
and the hysterics usually 
involved rolling around 
on pizza-colored carpets 
shouting OMG. Or words 
to that effect. Those were 
the days.

The mountain ranges of 
absurdity (or “absurdity,” 
if you prefer, though there 
doesn’t appear to be an “A” 
game) seem to be every-
where these days, you no-
tice? Creeping Ionesco-ism 
standing around all the 
street corners and building 
stoops, smoking cigarettes 
and sneering at rational-
ity and logic and, for good 
measure, geometry.

What has geometry ever 
done? you wonder. Except 
demonstrate that the quick-
est way from A to B is C.

Meanwhile, back at 
creeping Ionesco-ism, a 
61-year-old woman has 
been convicted of disrupt-
ing Congress and “parad-
ing” for letting out a laugh 
(or a giggle or some display 
of humor) during the begin-
ning of Jeff Sessions’ confir-

mation hearing to become 
attorney general on Jan. 10.

No, really. Desiree 
Fairooz, a member of Code 
Pink, was convicted re-
cently for publicly indicat-
ing some form of humor 
when Alabama Sen. Rich-
ard Shelby, a colleague of 
Sessions, with a straight 
face (apparently the on-
ly face he knows) said 
Sessions had a history of 
“treating all Americans 
equally under the law …”

Um, not to put too fine 
a point on things — be-
cause who would do that? 
— but Sessions was de-
nied a judgeship in the 
1980s because he had re-
portedly made some quite 
bigoted comments. Appar-
ently, in these days of Ab-
surdo-Land, who cares? By 
the way, who misplaced the 

Ministry of Funny Walks?
Oh, well. Given the case 

of Fairooz, apparently, you 
have to be extremely care-
ful when Congress is in 
“Session,” so to speak.

Actually, don’t speak, ei-
ther. If laughter gets you jail, 
outright speaking might get 
you Guantánamo. It’s a free 
country, as people say, but 
apparently, that means au-
thorities are free to jail you 
if they please.

Meanwhile, back at ab-
surdity, not that we have 
found the exit, the Trump-
ster’s original pick for 
National Security honcho 
seems to have been collud-
ing with the Russians.

Oh, well. It could be 
worse. He could’ve been 
found to be colluding with 
the Democrats. Now, that 
would have been absurd.

COLUMN

STEPHEN SCHRICHFIELD 
stephen-schrichfield@uiowa.edu

The premise of the 2017 French pres-
idential runoff election was all too fa-
miliar. Emmanuel Macron stood as the 
centrist, pro-European Union, and, in all 
accounts, globalist candidate. Upon first 
glance Macron’s opponent shares many 
views with our Cheeto-skinned, golfing ex-
traordinaire president. Marine Le Pen is 
an anti-immigration nationalist who uses 
populist rhetoric to appeal to those fed up 
with the establishment. This was the 2016 
U.S. presidential election all over again, 
but fortunately, on Sunday, French voters 
elected the level-headed Macron.

Le Pen’s loss is a major blow to the an-
ti-globalism wave that has been spreading 
since last summer’s UK referendum to 
leave the European Union.

According to BBC, Le Pen ran on all 
aspects of the nationalism trend. Putting 
her country first, claiming to be the law-
and-order candidate, and a hard line on 
immigration. Echoing President Trump, 
Le Pen has linked immigration to terror-
ism, preying on the anxieties of voters af-
ter recent attacks. During her candidacy, 
she made the lofty promise of conducting 
an EU referendum within six months if 
elected president.

A common distinction between Trump 
and Le Pen is political competence. CNN 

reports Le Pen gained notable experience 
during her long career with the National 
Front. She undoubtedly has a strong un-
derstanding of the French government and 
presidential powers, which unfortunately 
cannot be said of our current president 
and our country. The same source states 
Le Pen has spent years trying to change 
the anti-Semitic and ultimately racist im-
age of her party. Her father, Jean-Marie 
Le Pen, is known for creating the party 
and leading a career full of anti-Semitism, 
such as claiming Nazi gas chambers “a de-
tail of history.” In recent years, the young-
er Le Pen has distanced herself from her 
father and eradicated those in party lead-
ership who hold its past hateful views.

Her loss is much larger than her candida-
cy; it stands for a rejection of nationalism. 
The French voters chose to refuse a narrow 
worldview of their nation and instead em-
brace a global, diverse, and leading France. 
Many nations in the EU stand divided upon 
their next move after the UK’s Brexit refer-
endum. France now has the opportunity to 
set an agenda that promotes a worldview 
that possesses the potential to inspire sim-
ilarly divided nations.

While this is a victory for globalism, ma-
ny of the issues Le Pen underscored will not 
simply vanish. France must create strat-
egies to include those who are disenfran-
chised back into its society. The same can 
be said for America and modern nations all 

around the world. I support globalism and 
a strong world economy, but we must mon-
itor those who are powerless and feel as if 
they have no voice. A continually evolving 
world calls for a constantly evolving econ-

omy. To quiet a sometimes dangerous na-
tionalistic rhetoric, nations must take in le-
gitimate concerns of those who feel they are 
forgotten in society and look for new ways 
to integrate them into a larger global view.

COLUMN

France succeeds where U.S. fails; c ’est la vie
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Paris on Monday. Macron and Hollande commemorated of the end of World War II on the national holiday. (Associated Press/François Mori, Pool)

Rhinoceros attacks the chairs, à la Ionesco

BEAU ELLIOT 
beauelliot@gmail.com



and with the support of 
her parents, she wanted a 
future in softball. 

It wasn’t just softball 
that made an impression 
on Fritsch, Iowa gave her 
the full package. 

“I had already known 
Coach Looper since she 
was an assistant coach 
at the University of Tex-
as, and I used to go to 
camps there,” Fritsch said. 
“When I decided to commit 
here, the fan base here is 
just amazing. The soft-
ball stands were always 
packed with fans, and I re-
alized I loved it here.”  

Her teammates have 
grown to love her not only 
on the field but off the field 
as well.  

“Claire has been an 
awesome teammate and 
friend to me throughout 
my years,” senior Shayla 
Starkenburg said. “I’m 
very thankful I had four 
years to play with her. 
As the years went on, we 
became roommates, and 
that is when our friend-
ship really took off. It 
helped us on the field and 
off the field.”  

Fritsch has started al-
most every game of her ca-
reer at second base, where 
she has seen herself grow as 
a player — especially when 
she played with former 
Hawkeye Megan Blank.  

“I loved playing with 
Megan Blank up the mid-
dle,” Fritsch said. “We 
turned so many double 
plays that almost every 
game was memorable. She 
was my mentor, but our 
relationship grew into a 
friendship, and I want-
ed to continue what she 
brought to the team.” 

As a freshman, she 
tied with Blank as the 
only Hawkeyes to record 
three triples in a season 
while leading Iowa with 
7 stolen bases.  

Fritsch took over 
Blank’s mentor position 
when she took on fresh-
man Lea Thompson this 
season. Thompson plays 
shortstop with Fritsch at 
second, and they have be-

come a dynamic duo. 
“For me personally, it 

has been a great expe-
rience,” Thompson said. 
“She is older, she has been 
here all four years as well 
as played all four years, 
and me being a middle 
infielder going in at short-
stop, it has been great 
having her there.”  

But the best part of 
their relationship is the 
friendship off the field. 
Thompson said, “There 
were too many memories 
to count off the field.”  

Even though Fritsch 
will leave everything she 
has on the field, what she 
has given her teammates 
will stay forever. 

“After going through 
college with her process, 

she is big on staying 
true to herself,” Thomp-
son said. “That’s how she 
sticks to her best, so one 
thing that she has taught 
me here is to stick to my 
game and trust who I am 
and trust the person who 
got me here.” 

Lowery pitched 7.2 in-
nings. Just like Erickson, 
he, too, gave up 1 run on 5 
hits, but he gave Iowa plen-
ty of trouble at the plate.

Lowery recorded 9 
strikeouts, limiting Iowa’s 
chances to add runners on 
base or bring in more runs.

1 run in Game 2
Iowa’s lone run in the 

second game against 
Michigan State marked 
the third time Iowa scored 
only 1 run in a game this 
season. The previous two 
times both came in the 
Snowbird Baseball Clas-
sic, a 10-1 loss to Villanova 
on March 10 and a 7-1 loss 
to Bucknell on March 11.

The Hawkeyes’ 1 run 
was their fewest total 

since March 24, when the 
Hawkeyes failed to drive 
in a single run in a 2-0 loss 
to Purdue at Banks Field.

Road Hawkeyes
Iowa managed to win 

two out of its three road 
games this past weekend, 
but even with those vic-
tories, the Hawkeyes tie 
with Ohio State for the sec-
ond-fewest road wins out of 

the 13 Big Ten teams.
Iowa’s 7 wins on the 

road (not counting neu-
tral sites, such as their 
early season tourna-
ments) rank ahead of 
only Penn State, which 
has 4. However, the 
Hawkeyes (7-11 in away 
contests) are one of four 
teams in the Big Ten 
that have played few-
er than 20 road games 
this season.

Updated Big Ten standings
After the series win in 

East Lansing, Iowa moves 
to 11-7 in Big Ten play, tying 
Michigan for fourth place.

Both the Hawkeyes and 
Wolverines are right behind 
Minnesota (12-6) and have 
a shot to move up to second, 
with Maryland sitting at 
14-7. Nebraska ranks first 
in the Big Ten with a 12-5 
record in conference play 
and a 29-16 mark overall.

the players experience 
adversity and fatigue 
in practice, once it hap-
pened during a match, 
they would know how to 
cope with it.

Last season, the 
Hawkeyes lost five 

matches by 1 point. 
But with the team con-
ditioned to go the dis-
tance this season, the 
Hawkeyes won three of 
their five matches that 
came down to a single 
point. One of those victo-
ries came against No. 50 
Wichita State.

An area in which 
Schmid excelled all sea-
son was never allowing 

the players to get too 
high or low from wins 
and losses. Even though 
the Hawkeyes start-
ed 9-0, Schmid wanted 
them never to overlook 
their next opponent. 
When the team lost 
three-straight matches, 
the first-year head coach 
always looked for the 
positives and told her 
players to work harder 

the next week.
In her second season, 

Schmid will have Big 
Ten Freshman of the 
Year Elise van Heuve-
len and seniors Mon-
tana Crawford, Zoe 
Douglas, and Anasta-
sia Reimchen to help 
the Hawkeyes continue 
their upward direction.

The bitter taste of 
losing in the opening 

match of Big Ten Tour-
nament against Indi-
ana will only make the 
team hungrier next sea-
son. But the Hawkeyes 
will be back, because 
Schmid will place lofty 
expectations on the 
team throughout her 
tenure at Iowa.

“Hopefully, this has 
just become standard 
for us,” Schmid said. 

“I think that it’s a goal 
that we should reach 
every year, and then it 
can hopefully spring-
board from the Big Ten 
Tournament to NCAAs. 
That’s really what the 
hope is.”
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Softball hopes pitching, small ball works

SCHMID
CONTINUED FROM 8

By JACOB MILLER 
jacob-s-miller@uiowa.edu

In a season many 
thought was over early on, 
the Iowa softball team has 
put together a run that 
has resulted in a Big Ten 
Tournament appearance.

The team is not per-
fect by any means, but it 
has a unique opportuni-
ty to either make a huge 
run or crumble in the 
first round.

The Hawkeyes do a lot 
of things right and have a 
lot to look forward to this 
weekend and the follow-
ing season, but there are 
also some glaring issues 
that could hold this team 
back from making a big 
run in the tournament.

Team batting average: 
.217

Now that the season 
has almost concluded, it 
is safe to say that Iowa’s 
batting has been subpar 
this season.

The Hawkeyes not on-
ly have the worst batting 
average in the Big Ten, 
they are last in almost 
every significant bat-
ting category. This team 
struggles to get hits con-
sistently and it is a ma-
jor weakness, especially 
against more talented 
teams. Iowa’s batters 
cannot continue to de-
pend on their pitching to 
get them out of a jam.

There have been flick-
ers of hope all season of 

what the batting could 
be, but it simply does not 
happen often enough. 
If Iowa loses in the first 
round, it will be because 
the hitters failed them.

Team ERA: 2.89
On the flip side, Iowa’s 

pitching has been superb 
this season.

Senior Shayla Starken-
burg and freshman Al-
lison Doocy have done a 
fantastic job all season.

Starkenburg leads the 
team with an ERA of 
2.37, and Doocy is not far 
behind with an ERA of 
2.80. Both Starkenburg 
and Doocy are top 15 in 
the Big Ten with their 
ERAs (eighth and 14th).

Iowa’s team ERA av-
erage is the fifth best in 
the Big Ten and one of 
the most consistent. The 
Hawkeyes have never had 
to worry about pitching 
all season, and it is the 
reason that Iowa was able 
to turn the season around.

The consistency in 
the circle is the corner-
stone of the Hawkeyes. If 
Starkenburg and Doocy 
are flawless in the tour-
nament, the Hawkeyes 
will have a chance to ad-
vance to the later stages.

52 sacrifice bunts
It may be an obscure stat 

that could be overlooked, 
but it needs to be noted.

Iowa leads the Big Ten 
in sacrifice bunts, and 

the next highest is North-
western with 40 sacrifice 
bunts. The team with the 
lowest number is Minne-
sota with 13.

If this still does not 
seem significant, turn the 
current standings upside 

down. As of now, only two 
of the top seven teams are 
not on the lower end of 
sacrifice bunts. This rais-
es the question: Do sacri-
fice bunts lead to victory?

Based on Big Ten 
teams, it would point 

toward no. Iowa is the 
worst team in the Big Ten 
when it comes to batting, 
but the one category they 
lead in is sacrifice bunts. 
Suspect hitting and solid 
pitching has gotten Iowa 
into a lot of low-scoring 

games, and it has resort-
ed to small ball in many 
of those games.

Iowa needs to get runners 
on base early and often so 
that it doesn’t have to give 
away free outs throughout 
the tournament.

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

College World Series 
Hawkeyes return

The Iowa baseball 
team will welcome back 
the only squad to ever 
qualify for the College 
World Series in school 
history on Friday be-
fore its contest against 
Ohio State.

Some 26 members of 
the 1972 baseball squad 
will be back in town to 
commemorate the 45th 
anniversary of the trip to 
the College World Series.

The Hawkeyes won 25 
games against 17 loss-
es that year, winning 
the program’s first Big 
Ten title since 1949. 
The team was under 
the tutelage of Duane 
Banks, the eponym of 
the Hawkeyes’ ballpark.

In the District 4 
Playoffs (NCAA region-
als and super regionals 
had not been created 
yet), Iowa recovered 
from a 7-2 Game 1 
loss to Central Mich-
igan to bounce back 

to win the district. An 
8-1 win over North-
ern Illinois set up a 
rematch against Cen-
tral Michigan, which 
the Hawkeyes won, 
4-3. Iowa then topped 
Bowling Green in two-
straight championship 
games to qualify.

Once the team got to the 
College World Series, a 2-1 
opening round loss to Ari-
zona State and 13-9 conso-
lation bracket loss to Tem-
ple bounced the Hawkeyes 
from the tournament.

Jim Sundberg an-
chored the Hawkeyes 
in 1972 and later went 
on to a career in the 
MLB with four teams, 
mostly (12 seasons) as 
a Texas Ranger. With 
the Rangers, Sundberg 
was a three-time All-
Star (1974, 1978, 1984) 
and six-time Gold Glove 
winner (1976-81). He 
won a World Series with 
the Kansas City Royals 
in 1985.

— by Blake Dowson

SPORTS BRIEF

Iowa pitcher Shayla Starkenburg is interviewed after winning the second game against Nebraska at Pearl Field on April 12. The Hawkeyes defeated Nebraska 
in both games, 4-3 and 5-2. (The Daily Iowan/Ben Smith)
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Is a hippopotamus a hippopotamus or just a really cool Opotamus?
— Mitch Hedberg

KRUIprogramming

DAILYBREAK

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?
Simply submit details to the link through the 

Daily Break button on our website.

• Finals@IMU: Popcorn, IMU First Floor
• Take a Study Paws, Therapy Dogs, 4:30-
6:30 a.m., 2032 Main Library
• Finals@IMU: Carbs & Caffeine Breakfast, 
6:30 a.m., IMU South Lobby
• Biochemistry Seminar, Vance Lemmon, 
10:30 a.m., 2117 Medical Education & 
Research Facility
• Finals@IMU: Healthy Snacks, Throughout IMU
• Finals@IMU: Chem 2210, 3 p.m., 348 IMU
• Finals@IMU: Math 1560, 3 p.m., 335 IMU
• Jordam Pohlmann, Baritone, 5:30 p.m., 
Voxman Recital Hall
• Rainbow Graduation, 6 p.m., Old 
Capitol Senate Chamber
• Elizabeth Upson Perez, Viola, 7:30 p.m., 
Voxman Recital Hall
• Finals@IMU: Massages, 8 p.m.-Midnight, 
IMU First Floor
• Breakfast of Champions, 9 p.m., Currier 
and Petersen Multipurpose Rooms
• Finals@IMU: Yoga, 9 p.m., 179 IMU
• Finals@IMU: Snacks, 10 p.m., IMU 
Welcome Center
• Finals@IMU: Coffee, 11 p.m., IMU 

Tuesday, May 9, 2017 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes

DOONESBURY by Garry Trudeau 

DILBERT® by Scott Adams

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley Miller
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How to clean your room in
10 easy steps

1.    Pick up all the clothes/towels/
clothing-like-materials, and pile
them on your bed regardless of 

cleanliness.

2.    Pick up all the various letters 
and paper lying around your

room, and shove them in a draw-
er/throw them away regardless of

importance.

3.    Pick up all the power cords/
headphones/other

computer-related-materials, and wad 
them up in a small pile near your

computer regardless of usefulness.

4.    Find all the change/lighters/pa-
per money you had lying around

your room, and combine them in a 
dish or shoebox or something.

Whatever, I’m not your freaking dad.

5.    Revel in your untold wealth.

6.    Throw all your clothes into the 
washer, regardless of color.

7.    Press a button. Or turn a knob. 
Whatever.

8.    Forget about your laundry.

9.    Get drunk.

10. Deal with it later. Or not. 
Whatever.

Andrew R. Juhl thanks Matt 
Gorman for collaborating on 

today’s Ledge.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Show sensitivity when dealing with relationship issues. Some-
one you love will take any negativity as a personal assault. Look for the right moment, and find 
a diplomatic way to discuss any grievances you have. Choose harmony over discord.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You can bring about change if you are adamant about what you 
want. Express your desires explicitly, but not with force or anger, and you will garner the sup-
port and attention you need to follow through with your plans.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Take part in the events going on in your community or that in-
clude young family members. What you discover by being a participant will encourage you to 
get more involved in the activities available to you. Practice mindfulness.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Think about the desired result before you begin something new. 
It’s important to use your intuition and proceed with a plan in mind that ensures that you get 
the results you want. Don’t take unnecessary risks.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Confusion over domestic issues concerning health, cash flow, 
or a pending settlement will surface. Don’t let emotions take over. Consider your best 
recourse, and start heading in that direction. Personal improvements will give you the 
boost needed to conquer a challenge.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Put more effort into important partnerships. Use your ingenuity 
to find a way to work your way into someone’s plans. Whether personal or professional gains 
are your motive, the way you go about it will make a difference.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Put everything you’ve got into your professional goals. Send out 
résumés or set up interviews. Make a point to step up and offer your suggestions, and you will 
have a better chance to turn your vocational dream into something viable.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Try something different. Let your creative imagination help you 
find the perfect outlet for your skills and talents. Looking at how people from different cultures 
approach things will help you find the best way to move forward.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): The input you offer will be listened to and rewarded. Help-
ing your peers will give you a chance to gain experience. Air your opinions and make sugges-
tions that will encourage others to contribute. Use intelligence instead of force.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You’ll face opposition if you overreact or try to push your ideas 
on someone. Go about your business, and do what has to be done. Once you have perfected 
your plan and executed it with precision, you will get a better reception.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Look over your financial papers or contracts, and 
make adjustments. Keep the upper hand when dealing with money, legal settle-
ments, or health issues. Taking control will give you the opportunity to get what 
you want. Romance is favored.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Take a different approach to the way you use your money or 
negotiate a contract. Put your heart and soul into your plans, and don’t let anyone take over or 
persuade you to take on too much.

•T•U•E•S•D•A•Y•

METAL MAYHEM 1 A.M.
MORNING DRIVE 8 A.M.
NEWS @ NINE 9 A.M.
NASA 10 A.M.
MICHAEL MINUS ANDREW 11 A.M.
NEWS @ NOON 
COLLEGE BASKETBALL 2 P.M.
NEWS @FIVE 5 P.M.
THE TRIP 6 P.M.
ONE EYE OPEN 9 P.M.
LOCAL TUNES 10 P.M.
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By ADAM HENSLEY 
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Iowa won its third Big Ten series 
in its last four tries Sunday against 
Michigan State, giving the Hawkeyes a 
much-needed boost in conference play 
as postseason baseball approaches.

Here is why the Hawkeyes took two 
of three from the Spartans.

9 runs in Game 3
The Hawkeyes cranked out 9 runs in 

their final victory over the Spartans, 
equaling their total runs in the past 
three games combined.

Prior to the victory, Iowa scored 5 
runs when it traveled to Western Illi-
nois, and then recorded 4 more in the 
first and second games against Michi-
gan State.

In the past month, Iowa has scored 
9 runs or more two other times: 9 runs 
versus Penn State on April 29 and 14 
at Northwestern on April 7. Those 9 
runs were the most Iowa scored in a 
Sunday game since piling up 12 runs 
on Kansas State on March 19.

Game 3: more hits than past two games
Just as Iowa piled up the runs in the 

third game against Michigan State, the 
hits followed suit.

The Hawkeyes’ 13 hits proved to be 
more than they had recorded in the 
previous two games combined (5 hits 
on May 5 and 5 on May 6).

Jake Adams finished 3-for-5 with an 
RBI in the win. Mason McCoy and Ty-
ler Cropley each connected on 2 hits of 
their own, and Cropley added 4 RBIs.

In Iowa’s 2-1 loss on May 6, both 
teams combined for 11 hits, 2 few-
er than what the Hawkeyes tallied 
in the final game (in that loss Adams 

and Chris Whelan each finished 0-for-
4, Robert Neustrom struck out in all 
three of his at-bats, and Ben Norman’s 
2 hits were a team high).

Battle of the 7-inning pitchers
In Iowa’s 2-1 loss, Ryan Erickson got the 

starting nod from head coach Rick Heller.

Erickson pitched the game’s first 
seven innings and did not disappoint 
teammates or fans, keeping Iowa com-
petitive in a low-scoring pitching duel. 
The senior scattered 5 hits, allowing 
only 1 run and striking out 3 batters.

Meanwhile, Michigan State’s Jake 
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Iowa head coach Sasha Schmid watches a match during the Iowa-Creighton contest at the Hawkeye Tennis & Recreation Complex on Jan. 21. The Hawkeyes defeated the Bluejays, 7-0. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

By NICHOLAS MOREANO | nicholas-moreano@uiowa.edu

The 2016 Iowa women’s tennis season started with bringing back a familiar face. 
Sasha Schmid, once a four-year letter winner for the Hawkeyes from 1992-1996 
and assistant coach the following two years, returned to become the eighth head 
coach of the Hawkeyes, making it a happy homecoming.

On July 29, Schmid was named head coach. That day marked the end of medioc-
rity for the women’s tennis program and began the transition from Big Ten bottom 
feeders to consistent contenders in the conference.

In Schmid’s first season as head coach, the Hawkeyes ended with a 16-9 record, 
earning themselves a spot in the Big Ten Tournament for the first time in years. 
They also had the second-best start in school history (9-0) and were at one point in 
the season ranked No. 47 in the national team rankings.

With all the accomplishments Schmid’s team made in the first year, she was the per-
fect candidate for The Daily Iowan’s Coach of the Year award. Schmid took over a pro-
gram that didn’t win a single match against Big Ten opponents last season (0-11). The 
Hawkeyes also struggled to win on the road (2-9) and ended losing six-straight matches.

After a season with Schmid, that all changed.

The team bought into her way of coaching, which never involved raising her 
voice but instead consisted of softly spoken one-on-one conversations, discussing 
how each player can improve her game.

The Hawkeyes earned their first conference victory on March 11, when they 
defeated Indiana (6-1). That was the first of five victories for the Hawkeyes during 
conference play. The Hawkeyes then went on to defeat Wisconsin (6-1), Minnesota 
(4-2), Penn State (6-1), and Nebraska (4-3).

Winning on the road is never easy, but the Hawkeyes ended one match above 
.500 away from Iowa City, posting a 6-5 record. Three of those five losses came at 
the hands of ranked opponents. And the Hawkeyes ended with a 3-3 record in their 
last six games this season.

When Schmid was hired, she talked about how becoming competitive in the 
conference would be vital to the Hawkeyes’ success. To do that, Schmid im-
plemented a new workout regimen that would challenge the players’ physical 
and mental toughness. Her thought process behind the new program was if 

Numbers don’t lie for Hawk baseball

Iowa’s Tyler Cropley runs against Penn State at Banks Field on April 28. The Hawkeyes swept the rain-delayed, late-
night double-header, 4-2 and 8-2. (The Daily Iowan/Lily Smith)

Fritsch 
becomes 
Hawkeye 
mainstay
By JESS WESTENDORF
jessica-westendorf@uiowa.edu

Claire Fritsch was one 
of four seniors to play 
her last game at Pearl 
Field Sunday after-
noon in the series finale 
against Northwestern. 

She was honored for 
the time and hard work 
she put in while wear-
ing a Hawkeye uniform, 
something that will stay 
with her forever.  

Fritsch has grown up with softball, 
and the game has given her something 
she can share with her family. 

After growing up watching broth-
er Craig play baseball each weekend, 
she was able to pick up the game and 
see her brother progress as an athlete, 
something she hoped to accomplish.  

“I started playing softball when I was 
3 years old,” she said. “My brother is 7 
years older than me, and he grew up 
playing baseball. It was a family thing 
and just came naturally to me. The fact 
that the sport came easily to me and I 
had a connection, it pushed me to stay 
with it.”

The Round Rock, Texas, native 
learned from her brother’s experience, 

SEE SCHMID, 5

SEE BASEBALL, 5SEE SOFTBALL, 5

Fritsch
senior

Schmid creates new atmosphere

Each year, the Daily Iowan Sports staff votes on a 
number of awards: Newcomer of the Year, Coach of 
the Year, Female Athlete of the Year, Male Athlete 
of the Year, and Team of the Year are awarded. 
Today, we hand out the Coach of the Year award.

Sasha Schmid

2016 - 17 season
•  9-0 start was the second-best in program history
•  Ranked No. 47 nationally at one point during the season
•  Won 5 Big Ten matches (0 last season)
•  Qualified for the Big Ten Tournament (first time since 2014)
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