
By KIT FITZGERALD | katherine-fitzgerald@uiowa.edu

Carrying open drinks around 
downtown Iowa City was prohibited 
until Tuesday when the Iowa City 
City Council amended the Open 
Container Ordinance.

City Manager Geoff Fruin said the 
ordinance amendment, which passed 
7-0, would allow a patron to leave one 
licensed premised area and go into 

another licensed premised area with 
an open container, which is not cur-
rently allowed by city code.

Fruin said they are trying to accom-
modate community events, such as 
the Downtown Block Party planned 
for June 24. At the event, people will 
be allowed to take a drink from a 
bar or a restaurant and immediately 
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Farmers’ Market 
frowns on plastic 

By ISABELLA SENNO 
isabella-senno@uiowa.edu

In order to align with 
Iowa City’s sustainability 
initiatives, Farmers’ Mar-
ket vendors will no longer 

offer single-use plastic 
bags. Patrons are encour-
aged to bring in their own 
reusable containers.

Juli Seydell Johnson, 
the director of Iowa City 
Parks and Recreation, 

said the decision was 
meant to be a step toward 
reducing the city’s envi-
ronmental footprint in a 
smaller way than entirely 

City eases 
ordinance on 

open-container

SEE BAGS, 2
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Meyer 
praised, 
criticized 
as trial 
opens 
By LUKE MEREDITH 
Associated Press

DES MOINES (AP) — A former 
University of Iowa athletics ad-
ministrator was an outstanding 
employee on track to head a college 
program until she was unfairly 
transferred and later laid off for 
discriminatory reasons, her attor-
ney argued Tuesday during open-
ing statements in the trial of her 
lawsuit against the school.

The trial is expected to offer a 
behind-the-curtain glimpse at big-
time college sports, with testimony 
from Athletics Director Gary Barta, 
head football coach 
Kirk Ferentz, and 
others. Jurors must 
decide whether for-
mer Senior Associate 
Athletics Director 
Jane Meyer suffered 
workplace discrimi-
nation as a gay wom-
an in a relationship 
with a Hawkeye 
coach, whether the 
school retaliated against her, and 
whether she was paid far less than 
Deputy Athletics Director Gene 
Taylor for similar work.

If they agree with Meyer, jurors 
could award her damages for pay 
and emotional distress. But the 
university closed the door Tuesday 
on one potential avenue of relief 
by appointing Associate Athletics 
Director Barbara Burke to replace 
Taylor, who announced April 14 he 

Meyer
former Iowa official

SEE MEYER, 2

An employee at Bread Garden bags a customer’s groceries on Tuesday. Bread Garden offers a small discount for customers who bring 
their own bags. (The Daily Iowan/Nick Rohlman)

People walk on the Pedestrian Mall on Tuesday. The City Council voted Tuesday to allow people to take a drink from a bar into the 
street to accommodate for community events. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)

Lawmakers OK 20-week 
abortion bill

Following 17 other states, Gov. Terry Branstad 
is expected to sign a bill that passed the Iowa 
Senate on Tuesday that would ban abortions after 
20 weeks. 

The 30 votes in favor of the bill were cast by 
Republicans and one independent; the 20 votes 
against the bill were cast by Democrats.

The bill, Senate File 471, will ban abortions 20 
weeks into a pregnancy and will institute a three-
day waiting period for women seeking abortions. 

Under this legislation, an abortion after 20 weeks 
will be legal if a doctor concludes it is necessary for 
the mother’s health but does not include exemptions 
because of rape, incest, or genetic conditions that 
would make life after birth impossible.

 
— by Madeleine Neal
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banning plastic bags.
“We aren’t able to do it to 

that extent, but we are able 
to manage it as a sustain-
ability effort at our Farm-
ers’ Market, so we’ve decid-
ed to go ahead, and start 
it, and do it at that level,” 
Seydell Johnson said. “We 
get several hundred people 
through the market every 
Saturday morning; seeing 
that they will all be using 
now reusable bags, it’s a sig-
nificant number that won’t 
be going to the landfill.”

Based on a 2011 
waste-characterization 
study done in Iowa, plas-
tic retail currently makes 
up 0.03 percent of what 
goes to landfills, around 
35 to 36 tons of waste, 

said Jennifer Jordan, the 
city recycling coordinator.

“It sounds like a pretty 
small number, and it is, but if 
you think about the fact that 
most of the environmental 
damage is already done by 
the time bags are made … 
and get to us, so really sig-
nificantly reducing their use 
is even more important than 
recycling them,” she said.

Even though plastic bags 
seem like a small item, Jor-
dan said, they can have a 
lasting impact on the en-
vironment because of the 
method of production and 
relatively short use.

“Plastic bags are gener-
ally made from natural gas 
or another petroleum-based 
product, so … that natural 
resource has to be extracted 
and processed, and then the 
bags have to be transported, 
and there’s labor involved 
all along the way,” she said. 

“The average lifespan of a 
plastic bag is maybe 10 or 15 
minutes by the time it gets 
from the grocery store to 
someone’s home, so we’re us-
ing a lot of natural resourc-
es just for a single use, very 
short lifespan of one bag.”

For the first few mar-
kets, 1,500 free cloth bags 
will be distributed; after 
supplies run out, bags 
will be sold for $3 apiece.

Seydell Johnson said the 
Farmers’ Market was cho-
sen because its consumer 
demographic overlapped 
with those who were al-
ready making efforts to 
live more sustainably.

“People coming to the 
market are already sup-
porting the local food econ-
omy … [it just seemed] to 
make sense to pair this 
next step with using reus-
able containers and bags 
along with that,” Seydell 

Johnson said. “We made the 
announcement last week 
on our Facebook page, and 
it has [had an] overwhelm-
ing positive response from 
the community.”

The initiative comes in 
the wake of HF 295 be-
ing signed into law in late 
March, which prevents cit-
ies from enacting plastic-bag 
bans. Jordan said Iowa City 
was considering a ban be-
fore the law was passed.

“If anything, we as a 
state should ban plastic 
bags, not stopping cities 
from doing it,” said Ann 
Christenson, a co-founder 
of local environmental ad-
vocacy group 100Grannies.
org. “It’s absolutely essen-
tial that we stop pouring 
these plastics into our wa-
terways, and I really, really 
applaud the Farmers’ Mar-
ket for not using plastic 
bags anymore.”
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would leave the UI to 
become the athletics di-
rector at Kansas State. 
Some of Meyer’s back-
ers had hoped she could 
move into the vacancy.

During opening re-
marks, Meyer’s attorney 
Thomas Newkirk tried to 
get ahead of the univer-
sity’s arguments that she 
was a problem employee 
by noting that Meyer was 
never officially disciplined 
for any reason during her 
time with the Hawkeyes.

Newkirk said Meyer 
was on track to become 
an athletics director un-
til she was fired, which 

he described as the “final 
nail in the coffin” for her 
career in athletics.

Newkirk said Barta 
once remarked that Mey-
er “would make a fine 
athletics director.”

Meyer’s problems be-
gan in 2014, when Barta 
fired field-hockey coach 
Tracey Griesbaum af-
ter receiving complaints 
about her treatment of 
some players. Many play-
ers and fans protested 
the decision, and Gries-
baum argued that she 
was treated more harshly 
than male coaches and 
planned legal action.

After media reports that 
Meyer and Griesbaum 
had been in a decadelong 
relationship, Barta trans-
ferred Meyer outside the 

Athletics Department 
while her partner’s litiga-
tion loomed. She worked 
as a UI construction man-
ager until being laid off 
last year when that posi-
tion was eliminated.

Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral George Carroll, repre-
senting the UI, told jurors 
that Meyer’s claims of dis-
crimination were a “red 
herring” and that Barta 
didn’t care that Meyer 
and Griesbaum were in 
a same-sex relationship. 
Carroll cited communica-
tion issues amng Meyer, 
Barta, and Iowa coaches.

Carroll said Meyer frus-
trated Ferentz by not pro-
viding adequate graph-
ics he had requested for 
fundraising efforts for a 
now-completed football 

practice facility. He said 
baseball coach Rick Heller 
requested similar materi-
als for efforts to improve 
facilities but never received 
them, and wrestling coach 
Tom Brands wasn’t allowed 
to contribute to plans to 
renovate Carver-Hawkeye 
Arena and couldn’t visit the 
construction site.

Carroll claimed Meyer 
also yelled at Barta so ve-
hemently following Gries-
baum’s dismissal that 
Barta could have fired her 
on the spot.

“It was open insubordi-
nation,” Carroll said.

The trial could last up 
to three weeks.

Meyer is expected to 
testify today, and Bar-
ta is slated to take the 
stand Thursday.

Diners enjoy dinner and beverages at Share: Wine Lounge and Bistro on the Pedestrian Mall on Tuesday. (The Daily Iowan/Nick Rohlman)
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walk to the street, which 
will be a controlled beer 
garden type of area.

“Actually, the sidewalk and 
street will be a licensed prem-
ise as well,” Fruin said. “So 
this isn’t anything that would 
apply except in very specific, 
special events and cases that 
the council would have the 
authority to authorize.”

Downtown District 
Executive Director Nan-
cy Bird said this event 
will show off the vibrant 
community by engaging 
a wide range of people.

“The night event for June 
24 is something that will 
happen from 5 p.m. to 11 
p.m., so it is the nighttime 
hours, but it’s intended 
to be a block party for the 
entire community to come 
down to do games and just 
enjoy yourself on the street 
with your wine,” Bird said. 
“And that is where we need 
this special exception for 
people to leave a bar or a 
restaurant that will serve 
the alcohol.”

Mayor Jim Throgmor-

ton said the limited as-
pect of this amendment 
was good.

“I’m chair of the Part-
nership for Alcohol Safety 
so I take anything having 
to do with alcohol very se-
riously … but this is nar-
rowly constrained in time 
and place …” Throgmor-
ton said. “I feel confident 
it’s going to go really well.”

Bird also said the event 
will promote local and 
small businesses, as well 
as downtown as a whole.

“We will not have ven-

dors [sell alcohol],” she said. 
“[Attendees] will go in and 
out of the businesses, they 
can go in and out of retail, 
in and out of any place that 
promotes the downtown.”

Councilor Kingsley 
Botchway said he is excited 
about the support for small 
businesses as well as how 
broadly the event will in-
clude the whole community.

“I think this can be 
something for a lot of 
people,” Botchway said. 
“They can come down 
and access it in a mean-

ingful way.”
Botchway also said he 

supports of the New Or-
leans vibe coming from 
people walking around 
with beer and wine.

Bird said the event is 
still responsible and fami-
ly-oriented. Both Bird and 
Botchway plan on bringing 
their children.

“It’s a growing trend,” 
Bird said. “And I think we’re 
in a good position to start 
managing it as an asset in-
stead of fearing it and won-
dering what to do with it.”

DRINKING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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Iowa City Mayor Jim Throgmorton (right) speaks during a City Council meeting on Feb. 21in City Hall. (The Daily Iowan/Osama Khalid)
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By ISABELLA SENNO
isabella-senno@uiowa.edu

The federal Centers 
for Medicare and Medic-
aid Services, which reg-
ulate the Obamacare in-
dividual market, issued 
a rule on April 13 meant 
to increase consumer 
choices and market sta-
bility for providers. 

The rule follows a week 
in which insurance com-
panies Aetna and Well-
mark announced that in 
2018 they will stop sell-
ing individual insurance 
policies on Iowa’s health-
care exchange. This shift 
in providers means ap-
proximately 58,000 Io-
wans could be left with-
out insurance in about 
nine months. 

Peter Damiano, the di-
rector of the University 
of Iowa Public Policy Cen-
ter,  said Iowa’s individual 
market was created under 
the Affordable Care Act in 
2014, and it has mainly 
been meant for those who 
either did not or could not 
receive coverage through 
alternative sources, such 
as an employer. 

Aetna and Wellmark 
have contended that ris-
ing financial risk and 
market uncertainty are 
their reasons for leaving 
the individual healthcare 
exchange. This is an ar-
gument that could lead to 
further future instability, 
Damiano said.  

“The problem with the 
argument saying the in-
dividual market is bro-

ken now is that it was 
broken before the Afford-
able Care Act started,” he 
said. “If they don’t enforce 
the individual mandate, 
meaning everybody has 
to have insurance, then it 
really will be down to just 
the sicker people who buy 
it and the risk pool is go-
ing to get worse.” 

Scott McIntyre, the vice 
president for communica-
tions at the Iowa Hospital 
Association, said this in-
creased instability could 
leave hospitals across the 
state in the lurch. 

“Just because people are 
uninsured doesn’t mean 
they don’t need health 
care, and they will come to 
the hospital seeking care 
one way or another,” McIn-
tyre said. “Our hospitals 
have always dealt with 
uninsured people who ei-
ther have no capability or 
limited capability to pay 
for their health care …”

Two major issues with 
uncompensated or “char-
ity” care McIntyre points 
to are that uninsured 
individuals tend to not 
have regular relation-
ships with health-care 
providers and tend to 
be treated in expensive 
emergency departments.

McIntyre said within 
one year of the ACA tak-
ing full effect, charity care 
for Iowa hospitals fell by a 
combined cost of $127 mil-
lion, 38 percent. With the 
individual-insurance mar-
ket experiencing losses, 
uncompensated care may 
see a resurgence, leading 

to problems for hospitals 
and for other patients. 

“Charity care, one way 
or another, is paid for, if 
not completely at least 
partially, by people who 
are insured privately 
… so those losses [from 
individual insurance] 
are passed along … by 
the hospitals in order 
to be financially viable,” 
McIntyre said. “Truly, 
if the impact is great 
enough, hospitals might 
freeze hiring, hospitals 
might not update tech-
nology or other advance-
ments for their facility, 
hospitals might not do 
community services like 
free immunizations or 
free counseling.” 

With Aetna and Well-
mark gone, the individual 
insurance market in Iowa 
is now down to two provid-
ers, Medica and Gunderson 
Health Plan. This leaves 
extremely limited options 
for individual consumers, 
according to the latest da-
ta from the Iowa Insurance 
Division, Medica, which is 
the only company remain-
ing to sell individual poli-
cies statewide. 

The company must make 
a decision by mid-June 
about whether it will con-
tinue to offer plans in 2018. 

“We haven’t made any 
decisions at this point, 
so there’s really not 
more to say other than 
we’re evaluating our op-
tions and the situation,” 
said Greg Bury, the se-
nior manager of public 
relations for Medica.

Aetna, Wellmark roil 
health market
Insurance providers Aetna’s and Wellmark’s recent pullout 
from the Iowa individual insurance market could leave 
almost 60,000 Iowans and hospitals across the state in limbo. 

Police officers may get resource for stress relief 
By JASON ESTRADA
jason-estrada@uiowa.edu

Iowa City police officers 
will now have a resource 
available if they experi-
ence emotional stress.

According to the web-
site of the Trauma Cen-
ter, a Massachusetts or-
ganization that seeks to 
ease the pain of trauma, 
police officers experience 
high stress frequently 
during work. Incidents 
such as shootings, violent 
crimes, and mass disas-
ters are common stress-

ors that may negatively 
affect an officer’s mental 
health, according to the 
group’s website.

The Iowa City police 
are implementing a peer-
to-peer support program 
as a resource for officers 
when dealing with trau-
ma. Police Officer Ashley 
Jay, one of the creators 
of the program, said the 
purpose is to offer back-
ing for officers.

“Sometimes, officers 
simply need to speak to 
another officer, and that’s 
all they need,” she said. 

“Other times, they might 
need a little bit more, an 
officer who’s a little bit 
educated on what’s avail-
able to make suggestions.”

Jay said she has seen 
peer-support programs in 
other departments that 
are not work-related but 
offer help for other mat-
ters, including divorce. 
Divorce rates tend to be 
higher for police officers.

“There’s just all kinds 
of things that people 
go through that I think 
would be great for them 
to have someone to talk 

to, and they very well 
might,” she said.

Iowa City police offi-
cer Michael Harkrider, a 
co-creator of the program, 
said the idea of peer sup-
port came to him and Jay 
when they visited San An-
tonio for the Crisis Inter-
vention Training program, 
which teaches officers how 
to deal with behavior-
al-health situations.

Harkrider said they 
thought it would be a 
great idea to have a sup-
port program in Iowa City.

“We don’t have an actu-

al peer-support program 
in place yet,” he said. “It’s 
something we’re trying to 
get started and working 
through the various as-
pects of making sure it’s 
set up correctly.”

Both officers work with 
their police chief and the 
Des Moines police on 
sorting out the details 
regarding training dates 
and location.

Harkrider said the pro-
gram will start soon, and 
both he and Jay believe it 
will have a positive effect 
on officers’ mental health.

UI Public Safety 
spokesperson Hayley 
Bruce said UI police offi-
cers have access to the UI 
Employee Assistant pro-
gram, which offers confi-
dential counseling.

“We do not currently 
have a peer-to-peer men-
toring program similar to 
what [Iowa City] has been 
discussing but would be 
willing to learn more about 
it once the details are deter-
mined,” she said. “We are al-
ways reviewing procedures 
that could help enhance the 
safety of our officers.”

The Iowa City police consider a peer-to-peer support program for officers.
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Addiction continues to lurk in the shad-
ows of American society, destroying lives 
and destabilizing communities.

In this country, there is a long histo-
ry of attributing addiction to personal 
failure and moral weakness. This has 
led our society to the point where we 
refuse to have an open and honest con-
versation about addiction.

By now, most people have heard of 
the opioid epidemic, which killed more 
than 33,000 Americans in 2015 alone, 
according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

What most people do not know is that 
drug overdose is the leading cause of ac-
cidental death in the United States, and 
excessive alcohol use is the fourth-lead-
ing cause of preventable death nation-
wide. In Iowa, prescription drug and 
heroin overdoses are near all-time 
highs, according to the Governor’s Office 
of Drug Control Policy.

We are amid an ongoing national 
public-health crisis. Addiction is per-
vasive in our communities, but we 
are not doing enough to provide re-
sources and treatment.

Paul Gilbert, a University of Iowa Col-
lege of Public Health professor, said the 
opioid crisis is an opportunity to lever-
age public concern and push for more 
support for resources and policies that 
combat addiction. He cites the spike 
in opioid abuse in Iowa and across the 
country but notes there has been no cor-
responding increase in treatment facili-
ties. This means many people are going 
without the treatment they need. 

An estimated 22.5 million Americans 
need specialty treatment for a problem 
with alcohol or illicit drug use, but only 
about 2.6 million received treatment in 
the past year, according to the 2014 Na-
tional Survey on Drug Use and Health. 

 Beyond personal suffering, there are 
also severe economic and social costs asso-
ciated with drug and alcohol addiction. The 
health and social costs related to prescrip-
tion opioid abuse totaled mre than $55 
billion in 2015, according to the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Services. 
Beyond personal suffering, there are also 
severe economic and social costs associated 
with drug and alcohol addiction. The health 
and social costs related to prescription opi-
oid abuse totaled more than $55 billion in 
2015, according to the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services.

Additionally, Gilbert distinguishes 
between the direct and indirect pub-
lic-health impacts of heavy drinking. The 
direct effects include health problems, 
such as increased risk of liver disease, 
cancer, heart disease, anxiety, and depres-
sion. An equally important, but often dis-
missed, set of public-health concerns are 
the indirect effects of heavy drinking. Ex-
cessive alcohol use can lead to increased 
interpersonal violence, car crashes, risky 
sexual behavior, and increased sexually 
transmitted infections. Additional con-
cerns include the high cost of policing, 
court cases, and sustaining the crimi-
nal-justice system, which are all used to 
respond to alcohol and drug abuse.

“When you add it all up, that can be quite 
the impact on the public-health infrastruc-
ture of a community,” Gilbert said. He points 
out that we do not often connect these pub-
lic-health concerns to substance misuse, but 
the issues are deeply intertwined.

 When it comes to both Iowa and the 
United States investing resources in 
addiction treatment and prevention, 
Gilbert says, “We’re not anywhere near 
where we need to be.”

  — Rachel Zuckerman,
UISG president

Cold War never ends 

By DOT ARMSTRONG 
dorothy-armstrong@uiowa.edu

I have a confession to make: I did not 
vote in the University of Iowa Student 
Government elections. I was in a fog of 
senioritis and forgot to perform my dem-
ocratic duty. And, between you and me, 
I have little faith that UISG possesses 
enough power to do more than superficial 
or cosmetic stuff. But the winners got my 
attention: Jacob Simpson, president, and 
Lilián Sánchez García, vice president. 
The Bridge UI leadership team, forming 
President and Vice President duo who 
ran unopposed, established themselves 
early in the race as a force for compre-
hensive change on campus and beyond. 
To my surprise — and after some re-
search — I started to believe in UISG.

Bridge UI places an emphasis on sus-
tainability, in every sense of the word. It’s 
a term that connotes genuine foresight 
and sensitivity to myriad concerns in a 
community. — in short, the opposite of a 
quick and dirty fix. Here at the university, 
sustainability is a buzzword manifested in 
recycling containers, reusable water bot-
tles, and bike lanes. However, sustainabil-
ity can be used abstractly to discuss good 
policy in all areas of campus life. If certain 
portions of students aren’t getting what 
they need, the system isn’t sustainable. 
If there’s a disconnect among administra-
tors, legislators, and students, the system 
isn’t sustainable. And Bridge UI is here 
to rewire crucial lines of communication. 
This approach is crucial to institutional 
survival, especially in times of cultural 
and financial upheaval.

Simpson, who also happens to be 
co-president of UI Gardeners, knows 
a thing or two about sustainability — 
in the greenhouse and in government. 
He and Sánchez have proposed a slew 

of progressive initiatives to implement 
sustainability in myriad ways.

Among the initiatives are practical 
goals for meeting high environmental 
health standards. From expanding 
composting programs to creating a 
sustainability-coordinator position for 
the university at large, the new UISG  
admnistration will be at the forefront 
of greener policy. Bridge UI also pro-
motes accountability in academics.

Under the new administration, you 
might see books for classes available at 
campus libraries, more interdisciplinary 
classes, better pre-professional courses, 
and streamlined bureaucratic processes 
for transfer students. Bridge UI fights 
for monetary stability as well. Look for 
greater transparency/equity with tuition 
and fees, increased “financial literacy” 
programs, revised FAFSA guidelines 
to help more students receive aid, more 
scholarships, more housing hacks for 
cheap residence off-campus, and a profes-
sional clothes bank in case you don’t have 
a suit and tie for that Job Fair interview.

All of the above sounds idyllic. But, as 
any senior knows all too well, the great 
caveat to good intentions is time. Though 
the visionary enthusiasm of Bridge UI’s 
mission got me excited, I remain skepti-
cal about the logistics of its ideas. It’s a 
tall order. Jacob set the administration’s 
plucky agenda for the coming year, ad-
mitting he knows the stakes are high: 
“The platform we developed was inspired 
by a commitment to a holistic perspective 
of the student experience … Our goal is 
to accomplish each initiative on the plat-
form — this goal will be a challenge, but 
it is possible.” Simpson and Sánchez have 
a short term and a lot to accomplish if 
they are to live up to their inspiring as-
pirations. The two will take office May 1 
and remain in power until April 30, 2018.

Building bridges at UI

COLUMN

Voter ID backlash 
justified or hogwash?

Amid tense times in regard to interna-
tional politics (Syria missile strike, the 
“MOAB” dropped on ISIS, Turkey’s consti-
tutional overhaul, and anxieties over pos-
sible escalation in North Korea), politics 
in Iowa are also hitting a time of supreme 
importance. The fate of a multitude of bills 
still hangs in the balance as the state Leg-
islature is scheduled to wrap up this week.

Along Republican Party lines, House 
File 516, aimed at preventing alleged 
voter fraud, cleared its final hurdle after 
both the Iowa House and Senate passed 
it. Now, it is to be sent to Gov. Terry 
Branstad’s desk, and he will most like-
ly sign the measure into law; however, 
it will not take effect until 2019. Among 
other less important reforms, the bill 
will pre-eminently require all voters to 
present a government-issued form of ID 
in order to cast a ballot.

Supporters of the bill, such as Iowa Sec-
retary of State Paul Pate, contend that the 
measure will modernize the voting pro-
cess and curtail voter fraud. A recent Des 
Moines Register poll found 69 percent of 
Iowans favor requiring an ID to vote.

So no big deal, right? It seems logical to 
prove that you are in fact who you say you 
are when you vote, and a large majority of 
Iowans express support for the bill. That’s 
not the whole story, though.

Democrats adamantly oppose the bill, 
believing requiring voters to use a form of 

government-issued ID works to disenfran-
chise minority voters, a demographic that 
typically votes for the Democratic Party.

And Democrats may well have good 
reason to decry this bill as data from the 
American Civil Liberties Union reveal 
minorities make up a disproportionate 
share of voters who don’t have valid 
forms of government-issued ID. This 
suggests implementing stricter voter-ID 
laws will in fact discriminate against mi-
norities. What is more, a stricter voter-ID 
policy similar to Iowa’s was recently 
struck down by the courts in Texas. Par-
ticularly, the decision stated Republicans 
in Texas intentionally crafted the stricter 
voter-ID law in an effort to gain an elec-
toral advantage over Democrats.

Evidently, there are two sides to this 
story. On one hand, the bill appears logical 
and has the popular support of Iowans. On 
the other hand, Democrats profess the re-
al motive behind the bill is not to improve 
vote integrity but to privilege Republicans 
by making it harder for minorities to vote. 
Thus, if you are logically in favor of stricter 
voting laws, you may in fact be playing into 
the hands of Republican lawmakers.

However, if we accept the argument 
that this bill will discriminate against 
minorities, how much of an effect will 
this new voter-ID law have?

I do acknowledge that stricter voter ID 
laws will make it harder for some minori-
ty members like the elderly and disabled to 
vote, as they may not have a drivers’ license, 
the most common form of government-is-
sued ID used to vote. But there are still oth-
er ways for voters to obtain valid IDs if they 
desire to vote, such as getting an official vot-
er-verification card from the state.

So will stricter voter-ID laws make it hard-
er for some people to vote? Yes. But will it have 
a large enough effect to really affect the elec-
toral chances of Democrats? I’m inclined to 
believe it won’t make too much of difference.
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According to the history books, the Cold 
War ended in 1991 with the fall of the So-
viet Union. Despite the implementation of 
the Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty and 
President Richard Nixon’s attempts to ap-
proach global communism with a relaxed 
attitude, the thawing of the war during his 
administration was halted when Ronald 
Reagan took office. Under Reagan’s philos-
ophy that the spread of communism was a 
threat to freedom everywhere, the Cold War 
reignited and lasted through the early ’90s.

I believe, however, that the history 
books are wrong.

At the risk of sounding like a conspiracy 
theorist ready to close myself off in a bomb 
shelter, I believe that — as long as the U.S. 
and our enemies have sizable nuclear ar-
senals — the Cold War will never be over.

Last week, high-ranking members of 
the Trump administration — though, 
according to an interview recorded by 
a number of networks, probably not 
Trump himself — authorized the drop-
ping of a MOAB, which, in truth, is an 
acronym for Massive Ordinance Air 
Blast but has been colloquially referred 
to as the “Mother of All Bombs.” At 
21,600 pounds, the MOAB is the Unit-
ed States’ most powerful non-nuclear 
bomb, according to CNN, and has never 
before been dropped. This bombing of 
ISIS follows another bombing in Syria 
conducted by the Trump administration 
just the week before last. There are no 
bombs left, in terms of strength, be-
tween the MOAB and nuclear weapons. 
Let that sink in for a moment.

Meanwhile, as the Trump administra-
tion continued to seemingly blindly at-
tempt to blow the Middle East to smith-
ereens, North Korea attempted — but 
failed — to launch a test missile last week. 
Moreover, just this week, Vice President 
Mike Pence told North Korea to not test 
the United States or President Trump.

I always have a sense of jingoism when 
officials make these sorts of statements. 
But as much as I love pounding my chest 
and waving the flag, there needs to be 
more strategy to the actions of the Trump 
administration. Trump may continue to 
occupy himself with cakes at Mar-a-Lago 
as the world plummets into war if he so 
pleases, but top security officials should 
present to the American public a plan be-
hind their actions lest we continue a Cold 
War that never truly ended.

It is now common knowledge that North 
Korea’s (unstable and egocentric) dictator 
Kim Jong-un has brought the country to 
nuclear prominence. While I would nev-
er argue the United States government 
should cower in fear from Kim, or any 
other dictator for that matter, it is worth 
noting if North Korea is capable of produc-
ing nuclear ICBMs — which it soon may 
be — then Kim’s threats cannot be solved 
with a statement from the vice president.

According to Dictionary.com, the definition 
of a cold war is an “intense economic, politi-
cal, military, and ideological rivalry between 
nations, short of military conflict; sustained 
hostile political policies and an atmosphere 
of strain between opposed countries.”

The term Cold War may have come of age 
in the ’70s and ’80s (and ’50s and ’60s), but 
the reality is that while the United States 
and its enemies continue to have nuclear 
weapons at their disposal, the Cold War 
always has potential to rear its ugly head, 
and it may be doing just that right now.

It would be impossible to eliminate 
nuclear weaponry from the world. How-
ever, to address these issues, we must 
be willing to own up to the instability of 
the world today.

Addiction needs action
GUEST OPINION

ZACH WEIGEL
zachary-weigel@uiowa.edu

JOE LANE
joseph-lane@uiowa.edu
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Violence seen as public-health issue at conference
By EMI BENDLER
emilia-bendler@uiowa.edu

Violence and health were 
brought together in a con-
versation Tuesday night. 

Dozens of people piled 
inside Callahan Audito-
rium in the University 
of Iowa College of Public 
Health Building to hold a 
discussion on solutions re-
lated to violence. Iowa Pub-
lic Radio host Ben Kieffer 
moderated the event. 

Special guest Lea-
na Wen, the Baltimore 
health commissioner 
and the UI College of 
Public Health’s Hansen 
Award recipient, spoke 
about her study and ex-
periences. The panel also 
consisted of three others 
who study violence in re-
lation to public health. 

Kieffer started the con-
versation by highlighting 

the increase in gun vio-
lence in Iowa in the past 
few years. According to 
the Center for American 
Progress, 1,976 people 
were killed by guns in Io-
wa from 2001 to 2010. 

Wen then shared her 
experiences with vio-
lence as a health profes-
sional in Baltimore. 

“As an emergency phy-
sician, I have to say un-
equivocally that violence 
is a health issue,” she said.

She said it is scien-
tifically proven that vi-
olence is a contagious 
disease. It spreads from 
person to person, and 
there are ways to pre-
vent and cure it. 

To address the issue 
of violence, she said, we 
also have to address the 
issue of trauma, which 
brings in the ideas of 
both mental health and 

systemic hierarchy seen 
in Baltimore.

Wen also stated that 
many people believe vio-
lence is primarily a law 
enforcement and public 
safety issue. While she 
said that in some ways 
this is true, people can 
also see the way violence 
takes over one’s mental 
state, specifically refer-
encing the aftermath of 
Freddie Gray’s death. 
Gray was an unarmed 
black man who died in 
police custody in 2015, 
she noted. 

“Public safety, though, has 
to work hand in hand with 
public health,” she said.

Carletta Knox Sey-
mour, a Cedar Rapids 
businesswoman and 
president of Iowans for 
Gun Safety, later ex-
pressed similar concerns 
for Cedar Rapids.

Seymour was a city 
planner commissioner 
for six years, which ex-
posed her to social issues, 
around Cedar Rapids. 

She then got involved 
with the Iowa Demo-
cratic Black Caucus two 
years ago where she was 
able to travel to differ-
ent communities in Iowa 
that had larger black 
populations, and she be-
came more educated on 
the issues occurring. She 
said the group would ask 
the communities to iden-
tify the top five issues in 
their areas. 

“In almost every city, 
the top five were the same 
top five issues in just 
about every city where 
black people live,” she 
said. These issues were 
housing, police brutality, 
unemployment, medical 
issues, and violence.

Due to these issues, 
many families live in pov-
erty, Seymour said. 

“Poverty is violent,” she 
said, adding that lack of 
opportunities also con-
tribute to violence.

Corinne Peek-Asa, a UI 
professor of occupational 
and environmental health 
and director of the UI In-
jury Prevention Research 
Center, then spoke about 
why people have trouble 
seeing violence as a public 
health issue.

“Many people think of 
violence as an individual 
event,” she said. “And we 
sort of see it as serial events 
that happen to individuals.”

Because of this, she 
stressed the importance 
of people who are in-
formed about research on 
violence to push preven-
tion programs forward.

Binnie LeHew, who 

works with the Iowa 
Department of Public 
Health Office of Disabil-
ity, Injury and Violence 
Prevention, described 
how the department is 
dealing with violence as 
a public health issue. 

“We look to the re-
search to tell us, what 
are those individual in-
terventions that we can 
do with young families 
that either begin to ei-
ther address the trauma 
or teach those parents 
how to parent healthy,” 
she said.

Some of the ways this 
is being achieved, LeHew 
said, is through nurse-fam-
ily partnerships, early 
education programs that 
help provide kids the skills 
to interrupt anger and vio-
lence, revisiting policies in 
preschools, and even cre-
ating bystander programs.

A panel of experts discussed their views on violence as a public-health issue.

METRO BRIEFS

IC criticizes state on wage
Mayor James Throgmorton and the City Council 

spoke out against legislation prohibiting local govern-
ments from deciding their own minimum wage in a 
proclamation Tuesday night.

This comes after House File 295 was passed by the 
Iowa Legislature on March 30, which mandated that 
only the state could set a minimum wage, and cities or 
counties could not. Johnson County, which had mandat-
ed a $10.10 minimum wage, now only requires a $7.25 
minimum wage. The bill passed the Senate 29-21.

“The City Council of Iowa City opposed this removal 
of Home Rule authority, supports local efforts to 
ensure an adequate minimum wage, and favors 
increasing the statewide minimum wage,” Councilor 
Pauline Taylor said, in place of Mayor Throgmorton. 
“Many working families and individuals in Johnson 
County are unable to adequately sustain themselves 
due to wages below the cost of the living in the county 
… a higher minimum wage would improve the peace, 
safety, health, welfare, comfort, and convenience of 
Johnson County residents by raising their standard of 
living and other associated benefits.”

The council has defended wages and worker’s rights 
in the past; at the April 4 council meeting, Throg-
morton announced a proclamation supporting city 

employees and collective bargaining units.
Several local businesses agreed to continue the 

$10.10 minimum wage, despite the state minimum.

— by Naomi Hofferber

City recognizes community 
development

The city of Iowa City has designated this week, April 
17-22, Community Development Week, which honors 
work done by the Community Development Block Grant 
and the HOME investment partnership. 

The block grant and HOME are programs intended to provide 
safe and affordable housing and create safer neighborhoods.

“Community Development activities have had a 
significant impact on our local economy and the lives 
of our residents,” Councilor Kingsley Botchway said, 
on behalf of Mayor James Throgmorton. “The City’s 
Rehabilitation program for low income homeowners 
has invested over $8 million in rehabilitation assis-
tance to assist over 1,000 homes since the program’s 
inception, the [block grant] Economic Development 
Fund has assisted 30 businesses with low interest 
loans or façade improvements to start or enhance 
their business, creating or retaining over 373 jobs, the 
City has served thousands of persons through CDBG 

supported agencies serving our at-risk, elderly, youth 
and disabled residents.”

Block grant funding has benefited the Iowa City 
community for 43 years. Both programs are federal 
programs; President Trump has considered cutting the 
budget for Housing and Urban Development, which 
funds both projects.

“The U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Develop-
ment provides HOME Investment Partnerships Program 
(HOME) and Community Development Block Grants 
funds to states and localities — often in partnership 
with local nonprofit groups — to fund a wide range of 
activities including building, buying, and/or rehabilitating 
affordable housing for rent or homeownership. Housing 
providers may apply for City and/or state HOME funds 
through a competitive process,” according to the City of 
Iowa City website on a page regarding affordable housing 
and financial assistance.

Peter Byler, of the Housing and Community Develop-
ment Commission, accepted the proclamation.

“We’re in a time of uncertainty with regards to state 
and federal priorities and funding,” Byler said. “I take 
comfort in certainty that there are many people in the 
community who are working very hard to make sure that 
all of our community members are taken care of.”

— by Naomi Hofferber

IC joins with Baghdad in Week of 
Peace and Friendship

A proclamation on Tuesday named April 23-29 a Week 
of Peace and Friendship with the people of Baghdad, Iraq. 

Mayor Jim Throgmorton said Baghdad for a long period was 
the home of a brilliant array of astronomers, mathematicians, 
doctors, musicians, philosophers, and poets who enabled the 
creation, preservation, and translation of works that are now 
considered foundational to many of the world’s cultures.

Throgmorton said the University of Iowa International 
Writing Program has hosted many fine writer and poets 
from Baghdad in the past. 

He also said in 2015, Baghdad joined Iowa City as a 
UNESCO City of Literature. The director of the Baghdad 
UNESCO City of Literature, Sadeq Mohammed, is not only a 
poet and professor but a former IWP participant.

The mayor of Baghdad invited Throgmorton and IWP 
Director Christopher Merrill to take part in the Baghdad 
International Flower Festival. The two have accepted the 
invitation and will visit Baghdad April 26-29.

In response to the gesture, April 23-26 has been declared 
a Week of Peace and Friendship with the people of Baghdad.

“[I] encourage all citizens, residents, and visitors to 
join in observing this week,” Throgmorton said.

— by Kit Fitzgerald
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What you leave behind is not what is engraved in stone monuments 
but what is woven into the lives of others.  — Pericles

KRUIprogramming

DAILYBREAK

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?
Simply submit details to the link through the 

Daily Break button on our website.

• Leadership and Service Week — 
Strengths and Group Development,
11 a.m., 346 IMU
• Health Sciences Research Week: 
Faculty TED Talks, noon, E331 UIHC 
General Hospital
• Hansen Award Lecture: Lessons 
from Baltimore, Leana Wen, 12:30 p.m., 
N110 College of Public Health
• Health Sciences Research Week: 
Postdoc, Faculty and Staff Poster 
Session, 1:30-3:30 p.m., 1110A Medical 
Education & Research Facility
• A Half-Century of Japanese Writers 
in Iowa, “More Wet Than Water,” 
Forrest Gander and Sawako Nakayasu, 4 
p.m., Shambaugh House
• Sew-a-Thon, 5:30 p.m., WRAC
• Advocating for Minorities, 6 p.m., WRAC
• A Half-Century of Japanese Writers 
in Iowa, “Gozo: The Medium is the 
Messenger,” Gozo Yoshimasu, Forrest 
Gander, Sawako Nakayasu, Kyoko Yoshida, 
and Laptop Orchestra, 7 p.m., Theater B
• Alejandra Escobar Restrepo, Piano, 
7:30 p.m., Voxman Recital Hall
• Philip Rudd, Conducting Recital, 7:30 
p.m., Voxman Stark Opera Studio

Wednesday, April 19, 2017 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes

DOONESBURY by Garry Trudeau 

DILBERT® by Scott Adams

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley Miller
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25 Kama Sutra Positions 
that also Sound

Like they Could be
Oscar-Nominated Movies

·   The Butterfly

·   Raised Missionary

·   The Concealed Door

·   The Caress of the Bud

·   The Ripe Mango Plum

·   Indrani

·   The Tigress

·   The Splitting of a Bamboo

·   The Mirror of Pleasing

·   Penetrating the Eye

·   The Wheelbarrow

·   The Medusa Variant

·   The Gazelle and the Stallion

·   The Milk and Water Embrace

·   The Mare’s Position

·   The Snake Trap

·   The Elephant Posture

·   The Placid Embrace

Andrew R. Juhl would gladly star 
in any of these movies.

ARIES (March 21-April 19):Good fortune will be the result of hard work and the 
determination to reach your goals. Don’t let what others do influence you. Make choices 
based on what will encourage you to stay healthy, knowledgeable, and in control.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20):  Proceed with caution when dealing with professional 
matters or situations that could affect your reputation. It’s best to listen carefully and 
play it safe when dealing with people who tend to be unpredictable. Physical health 
and fitness are important.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Put more thought behind your actions. It’s in your best in-
terest to consider how your decisions will influence others. Set an example, and refuse 
to give in to anyone who is trying to pressure you to spend money or make a donation.
CANCER (June 21-July 22):  Money and emotions will lead to mistakes. Don’t let anyone 
guilt you into paying for something that you don’t want or aren’t responsible for. Concentrate 
on matters that will improve your position and your reputation, not someone else’s.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Stay cool when faced with opposition. Take responsibility 
for your actions, and follow through with your plans. Your strength, courage, and 
determination will make a difference when dealing with others.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Good fortune is within your reach. Don’t let the demands 
of others hold you back. Take care of your responsibilities quickly, and get back on track. 
If you want to get ahead, dedication, belief, and hard work will be required.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Emotions will be difficult to tame. Take your time, and don’t 
let anyone push you into something you aren’t ready to face. Don’t say something you’ll 
regret. Look inward, and you’ll find the right way to approach a big decision.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Keep a tight rein on emotional situations. Protect your 
reputation by responding with honest answers that will not jeopardize your position. 
Only state facts, or you will be accused of spreading rumors. Choose creative outlets 
over unnecessary conversations.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You’ll have to be realistic if you want to avoid discord. 
Don’t pick a fight or lead someone on when you should look inward and work on bringing 
about the positive changes that will enhance your life. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Trouble could occur if you disagree with a friend, relative, or 
neighbor. Look for a diplomatic way to solve your differences to avoid being shunned. Compro-
mise will help you build good relationships that will lead to positive sharing. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Your emotional drive and passion will see you through, 
even if you are physically depleted. The changes you bring about will be well worth 
your time and effort and could open up the door to a new beginning.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Visit someone who grounds you or helps you see the 
bright side of whatever situation you face. An opportunity to travel or learn something 
new will influence a decision you need to make. A partnership will leave you confused.

•W•E•D•N•E•S•D•A•Y•
EMO HOUR 12 A.M.
MORNING DRIVE 8 A.M.
NEWS @ NINE 9 A.M.
ZATZ THE BASS 10 A.M.
DJ TRAINING 11 A.M.
NEWS @ NOON 
ASK A LAWYER 12:30 P.M.
THE BLITZ 1 P.M.
SPORTS SQUAWK 2 P.M.
TROUT MASK HOUR 3 P.M.
TRANSLATE IOWA PROJECT 4 P.M.
NEWS @ FIVE 5 P.M.
VACCI-NATION 6 P.M.
GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE 7 P.M.
ERIN AND ERIN 9 P.M.
THE PLUG 10 P.M.
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By BLAKE DOWSON
blake-dowson@uiowa.edu

Iowa soccer fans who wish 
to see the women play at home 
during the fall season will have 11 
chances to do so; Iowa head coach 
Dave DiIanni announced Tuesday 
that the Hawkeyes will host that 
number of home matches.

Iowa’s 20-game schedule (19 
regular-season matchups and 
one exhibition) is stacked full 
of NCAA Tournament qualifiers 
from a season ago. There are 
eight teams on the schedule that 
qualified, with six of those quali-
fying for the Round of 32.

An exhibition contest against 
Kansas on Aug. 12 will open the 
year, followed by a trip to take on 
Virginia Commonwealth on Aug. 
18 and Richmond on Aug. 20.

After their trip to the Com-
monwealth, 10 of the Hawk-
eye’s next 11 games will be in 
Iowa City, starting with the an-
nual rivalry against Iowa State 
on Aug. 25.

Matches against blue-chip 
Notre Dame (Aug. 27), Southern 
Utah (Aug. 31), Cal-Santa Bar-
bara (Sept. 3 in Minneapolis), 
Montana (Sept. 8), and Loyola 
Chicago (Sept. 10) will round 
out the nonconference slate.

Iowa’s first four opponents in 
the Big Ten schedule — Nebras-
ka, Penn State, Ohio State, and 
Michigan — all made the NCAA 
Tournament in 2016. Even af-
ter that tough stretch to start 
conference play, the Hawkeyes 
will have to deal with two more 
Round of 32 teams — Rutgers 
and Wisconsin — in October.

If the Hawkeyes, who fin-
ished 8-11 last year with a 2-9 
Big Ten record, can manage to 
finish in the top eight in the 
conference standings, they will 
qualify for the Big Ten Tourna-
ment, which hosts its games on 
league campuses.

Burke gets 
promoted
By BLAKE DOWSON
blake-dowson@uiowa.edu 

Barbara Burke, who 
was hired last summer 
by the Athletics Depart-
ment as the senior asso-
ciate athletics director 
for sport administration 
and event management, 
now has a new job title.

Athletics Director Gary 
Barta tabbed Burke to fill 
the No. 2 position in the 
Athletics Department, dep-
uty athletics director, after 
Gene Taylor left last week 
to become the new athletics 
director at Kansas State.

Burke joined the Iowa 
Athletics Department af-
ter serving as deputy ath-
letics director/chief op-
erating officer at Tulane. 
Before her stint at Tu-
lane, she was the Eastern 
Illinois AD for six years.

“I’ve known Barba-
ra for many years and 
worked with her in the 
past. We were thrilled 
when she agreed to join 
the Hawkeye family a 
year ago,” Barta said in a 
release.  “She has incred-
ible experience as both 
an athletics director and 
deputy athletics direc-
tor. She’s a collaborative 
leader with great passion 
and is dedicated to help-
ing our student-athletes 
and coaches succeed.” 

While Burke filled the 
position left vacant by 
the departure of Taylor, 
that now leaves her old 
position unfilled. Barta 
announced Tuesday that 
a national search will 
begin immediately to fill 
her former role.

Burke will keep some 
of her old jobs, such as 
serving as the univer-
sity’s senior women’s 
administrator. She will 
also be involved in stra-
tegic planning, includ-
ing facility planning 
and capital projects, and 

student-athlete Code of 
Conduct and discipline, 
according to a release. 

While at Eastern Illi-
nois, Burke led the growth 
in the Panther Club, which 
saw an uptick in fund-
raising and membership. 
During her time there, the 
Panthers won three Ohio 
Valley Commissioner’s 
Cups in five years. 

Before her time at 
Eastern Illinois, Burke 
spent 10 years working 
for Wyoming. There, she 
worked under the same 
job titles she now holds 
at Iowa — deputy ath-
letics director and senior 
women’s administrator. 

On top of her day-to-day 
duties, Burke was selected to 
serve on the NCAA Women’s 
Basketball Rules Commit-
tee in 2010 and was named 
a committee head in August 
2012. She also served on the 
NCAA Division-1 Cham-
pionship/Sports Manage-
ment Cabinet. 

Burke did her un-
dergrad work at West-
ern Michigan, where 
she played softball and 
basketball. She led the 
Broncos to the 1980 Col-
lege Softball World Se-
ries and was inducted in-
to the Western Michigan 
Hall of Fame in 1988.

“I am honored and 
thrilled to have the op-
portunity to be part of a 
great Athletics Depart-
ment, and I want to thank 
Gary Barta and President 
Bruce Harreld for the con-
fidence they’ve placed in 
me,” Burke said in a re-
lease. “I look forward to 
continuing to serve our 
coaches, staff, and stu-
dent-athletes in my new 
role.  We have a respon-
sibility to represent our 
community and the Uni-
versity of Iowa.  I do not 
take that lightly, and I 
look forward to the oppor-
tunities that lie ahead.” 

Soccer schedule full of brawn 
SPORTS BRIEFS

Aug. 12 — at Kansas (exhibition)

Aug. 18 — vs. VCU (Richmond, Virginia)

Aug. 20 — at Richmond

Aug. 25 — vs. Iowa State

Aug. 27 — vs. Notre Dame

Aug. 31 — vs. Southern Utah

Sept. 3 — vs. UC Santa Barbara

Sept. 8 — vs. Montana

Sept. 10 — vs. Loyola Chicago

Sept. 15 — vs. Nebraska

Sept. 22 — vs. Penn State

Sept. 24 — vs. Ohio State

Sept. 29 — at Michigan

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
@DI_SPORTS_DESK

Iowa women’s soccer 
schedule Oct. 1 — at Michigan State

Oct. 5 — vs. Rutgers

Oct. 8 — vs. Maryland

Oct. 12 — at Indiana

Oct. 15 — at Purdue

Oct. 21 — vs. Wisconsin (Senior Night)

Oct. 25 — at Illinois
(Minneapolis)
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room to go home and give 
Iowa State a 1-0 lead. 

The next few innings 
were pretty quick. Starken-
burg dominated with the 
Iowa defense backing her 
up, keeping the Cyclones 
off the bases. 

It wasn’t until the bot-
tom of the third inning 
that the Hawkeyes were 
able to get on the board.

Mullarkey got things 
going by hitting one over 
the head of Iowa State’s 
pitcher Emma Hylen. 
After a bit of confusion 
among the Iowa State in-
fielders, Mullarkey was 
able to take second. 

Up next for Iowa was ju-
nior Allie Wood, who hit a 
ground-ball double into left 
field. With Wood on second 
and Mullarkey on third, 
all eyes were on freshman 
catcher Cantu.

Cantu, the only fresh-
man in the Hawkeye 
starting lineup, ran the 
pitch count to 2-2 before 

she hit a sacrifice fly to 
center field, allowing Mul-
larkey to score and even 
the game at 1. 

Iowa went into the bot-
tom of the sixth inning 
needing to make some-
thing happen to stay alive. 

Cantu made sure that 
happened.

She hit a line drive to 
right field to advance to 
first, and Looper then 
sent in pinch runner 
freshman Havyn Monteer 
to take over. 

Junior Angela Schmie-
derer did her part by hit-
ting a double down the 
first-base line that went 
fair at the last minute, get-
ting Monteer to third. 

After reading the play 
wrong, Monteer jumped 
off the bag a bit far and 
put herself in a rundown. 
She was able to sneak 
past and slide to beat the 
catcher to home, scoring 
Iowa’s winning run. 

“I was thinking it was 
going to be a squeeze, and 
then we did not squeeze,” 
Monteer said. “So I got 
into a pickle, as soon as 
she got the ball, and she 

kept running me back, I 
knew I was going to score 
because she didn’t throw 
it in time.” 

Monteer gave the 
Hawkeyes its first lead 
of the game heading into 
the seventh. 

The Cyclones pushed 
for a comeback after load-
ing the bases, but fresh-
man Talyn Lewis hit a 
ground ball with a 3-2 
count to Kurtz before she 
made the game winning 
throw to first. 

With the win, the 

Hawkeyes have now 
won the last six of seven 
games, including two se-
ries against Big Ten teams. 
Iowa will need to keep this 
momentum heading into a 
weekend series against No. 
5 Minnesota, starting on 
Friday at 6 p.m.

“We have to prepare 
better,” Looper said. “We 
are going to have to do 
the little things right all 
the time and eliminating 
the mistakes, because 
they will take advantage 
of them.” 

Hawks tennis senior embraces swan song
By NICHOLAS MOREANO
nicholas-moreano@uiowa.edu

As the Iowa women’s 
tennis season comes to 
an end, so will the col-
lege career of Hawkeye 
Aimee Tarun.

Saturday’s matchup 
against Nebraska will 
be Tarun’s last match 
at the Hawkeye Tennis 
& Recreation Complex. 
The senior leader said 
she will have a mixture 
of emotions leading up to 
the match. 

“It’s definitely going to 
be an emotional day, and 
I think it will be sad,” 
she said. “But I think it 
will also be really excit-
ing, because I mean, it’s 
something to celebrate.”

Tarun started playing 
tennis at 7; her mother, 
Helen McSweeny, who 
played college tennis at 
Yale, was a major factor 
in her tennis career. 

As a freshman and 
sophomore at New Trier 
High in Illinois, Tarun 
earned all-conference 
each season and all-
state honors as a sopho-
more. In her senior year, 

she ranked in the top 
100, No. 14 in the Great 
Lakes Region. 

Going into her fresh-
man year at Iowa, Tarun 
didn’t know what to ex-
pect from college tennis, 
and she came in as the 
program’s lone freshman.

Being surrounded by 
upperclassman, Tarun 
had to learn to adjust to 
the game. 

Those upperclassmen 
taught Tarun how to be-
come a leader, and over 
the course of her career, 
she did just that.

It started in her junior 
year, and she said the abil-
ity to lead came naturally. 

“Last year, four fresh-
men came in, so it was a 
pretty young team,” Ta-
run said. “I like leading 
and looking to take on 
that role, and it didn’t 
really feel forced, and 
I wanted to help the 
younger kids when they 
came in and guide them.”

Not only has Tarun 
helped her younger 
teammates, she’s also 
affected the upperclass-
men who will take over 
as seniors next year. 

“Aimee has been a 
great role model on and 
off the court for me,” ju-
nior Anastasia Reimchen 
said. “She has definitely 
taught me how import-
ant it is to be a good 
leader who helps devel-
op your confidence as a 
player. It’s been a plea-
sure to be on a team with 
her, and she will defi-
nitely be missed.”

Throughout Tarun’s 
four years at Iowa, she 
has had her fair share of 
ups and downs.

She said last sea-
son was a low point in 
her tennis career. The 
Hawkeyes finished 0-11 
in the conference and 
lost five matches by the 
score of 4-3.

Tarun said the 
Hawkeyes were so close 
to being on the winning 
side during those match-
es, but it never went in 
their favor. 

But this season was a 
high point for Tarun.

With the addition 
of head coach Sasha 
Schmid, the Hawkeyes 
have been able to win 
some of those close 

matches, including four 
contests against confer-
ence opponents.

Tarun also said that 
one of her favorite mo-
ments was when she 
had the clinching point 
against Indiana ear-
lier this season, the 
Hawkeyes’ first win 

against a conference op-
ponent since her sopho-
more year. 

As she prepares with 
her teammates during the 
week for her last home 
match, she reflected on 
what she will miss most. 

“I think I’m just go-
ing to miss being on 

the team and getting to 
come out every day, be-
ing with my teammates,” 
Tarun said. “Just like the 
laughs and fun jokes we 
have. We definitely have 
fun together.”

Iowa’s Aimee Tarun prepares to serve during the Iowa-Indiana match at the Hawkeye Tennis & Recreation Complex on March 31. 
The Hawkeyes were defeated by the Hoosiers, 5-2. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

and we wouldn’t be having 
this conversation.

A loss to Iowa State, a 
team whose win total adds 
up to 11 over the past four 
seasons, plants a huge 
red flag on Iowa’s record. 
Taking a loss from a top-
25 team (or even a top-50 
team) lessens the bruising.

The Cyclones need 
the series more than the 
Hawkeyes. The money 
involved, plus the chance 
to beat an 8- to 10-win 
team — I completely un-
derstand. Iowa State has 
everything to gain from 
the rivalry.

Iowa does not; the game 
is expendable.

Even with a win, the 
Hawkeyes can’t garner 
national respect.

Middle Tennessee State 
gave Cowherd another 
excuse to bash Iowa’s foot-
ball program (one of the 
repeated themes of his 
show), but it also gives Io-
wa a solid nonconference 
opponent compared with 
Iowa State.

The Blue Raiders aren’t 
an SEC powerhouse or a 
high-scoring Pac-12 squad, 
but they’ve compiled back-
to-back bowl seasons and 29 
wins over the past four years.

A loss to either team 
would do significant 
damage to Iowa’s nation-
al standing, and a win 
wouldn’t do too much for 
its case, either.

But for those saying the 
Middle Tennessee State 

addition is the problem, 
look closer at Iowa State.

The Cyclones haven’t 
won more than seven 
games since 2000. They ha-
ven’t topped six wins since 
2009 and failed to win 
more than three games in 
the past four seasons.

The Blue Raiders hav-
en’t had a losing season 
since 2011 and have been 
to three bowl games in the 
past four years.

The Cyclones haven’t 
been to one in that same 
time span.

Middle Tennessee also 
beat Missouri last season. 
The Blue Raiders also took 
down Louisiana Tech and 
Memphis over the past 
four seasons, two power 
teams outside the Power 5.

Regardless of the de-
cision, Iowa’s noncon-

ference schedule needs 
work; I think we can all 
agree on that.

The loss at home against 
North Dakota State drove 
home a humbling point 
last season. Just ask Iowa 
State, which lost to the Bi-
son at home in 2014.

The Hawkeyes can’t af-
ford to play (and lose) to 
smaller or underperform-
ing football programs if 
they want to shake the 
Fake ID notion.

Iowa State could very 
well improve over the next 
few years. If the Cyclones 
grew to a 6- to 8-win foot-
ball team, I wouldn’t think 
twice about playing them 
in the nonconference.

However, there’s no guar-
antee Iowa State improves, 
and until then, this discus-
sion remains relevant.

 
With first baseman 

Jake Adams in the 3-hole 
and Neustrom batting 
fourth, Iowa has quite the 
dynamic duo. 

“Luckily, Robert is 
right behind me, and 
he’s a good hitter,” Ad-
ams said after a win 
over Grand View. “He’s 
been swinging it well.”

Neustrom had the 
game-tying 3-run double in 
the win against the Vikings.

Just like Neustrom, 
Adams has been incred-
ible this season. The 
DMACC transfer is com-

ing off a series against 
Nebraska in which he 
went 7-for-14.

Adams also leads the 
Hawkeyes in batting 
average at .358, which 
lands him at fourth in 
the conference. He leads 
the Big Ten with 14 
home runs and a .737 
slugging percentage.

Before the season even 
started, people around 
the program knew what 
he was capable of. He’s 
proved them right so far.

“[Adams] has hit the 
ball farther than I think 
I’ve ever seen,” Neustrom 
said at the team’s media 
day in February. “It’s real-
ly good to see.”

Heading into another 
game against a familiar 

opponent, the Hawkeyes 
are in a good position. 
Iowa has won 11 of its 
last 14 and has come out 
on top in every midweek 
game this season.

In fact, the Hawkeyes 
have won 19-straight mid-
week games dating back to 
the 2015 season. However, 
their last loss came at the 
hands of Bradley on April 
15, 2015, at the Braves’ 
Dozer Park.

But things have 
changed since then. That 
Bradley team finished 
the 2015 season with a 
36-21 record and qual-
ified for the Louisville 
Regional. This Braves 
team, on the other hand, 
enters the game against 
the Hawkeyes with a 15-

18 record.
Still, the team’s record 

may not matter. Iowa has 
been put to the test in a few 
midweek games this sea-
son, beating Grand View 
and South Dakota State 
by 1 run each. By now, the 
Hawkeyes know that each 
game matters, no matter 
who the opponent is.

“We’re trying to hit the 
baseball, field the base-
ball,” designated hitter 
Austin Guzzo said after 
defeating Western Illi-
nois, Iowa’s last midweek 
battle. “It doesn’t matter 
who’s hitting it or who’s 
throwing at us. It’s just a 
game of beating the ball, 
and trying to win, and 
producing runs as much 
as possible.”

Iowa’s Havyn Monteer slides into home with the winning run during the Iowa-Io-
wa State softball game at Pearl Field on Tuesday. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)

@DI_SPORTS_DESK
TWEET WITH US.
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By JESS WESTENDORF | jessica-westendorf@uiowa.edu

The Iowa (15-24) softball team defeated Iowa State 
(16-31) 2-1 in a dramatic finish as it competed in the Cy-
Hawk series Tuesday night at Pearl Field.

“We are pretty excited,” head coach Marla Looper said. 
“The energy around this game, and the excitement level 
gets your heart rate up. It was a tight game, which always 
makes it challenging. I’ve always believed in our girls, and 
I continued to believe in them tonight, and I knew we were 
able to get through that.”

The Hawkeyes started off the game with an illegal pitch 
by senior Shayla Starkenburg, but that didn’t cost the 
Hawkeyes anything in the long run. 

Other than that one pitch, Starkenburg held her own 
on the mound. She only allowed 3 hits and 1 run through 
seven innings. 

“I think behind the plate, Devin [Cantu] did a great 
job calling pitches today,” Starkenburg said. “We went 
with a different game plan, and we used my curve a little 
bit more, and it was really affective.”

Iowa State was able to get things rolling in the top of 
the second after Starkenburg allowed a lead-off walk to 
junior Kelsey McFarland. 

Cyclone senior Rachel Hartman advanced McFarland 
to second on a sacrifice bunt that should have kept her 
at second base, but after Hawkeye junior Sarah Kurtz 
threw wildly past first baseman Kaitlyn Mullarkey, Mc-
Farland took third. 

The Cyclones then banked on sophomore Kaylee Bosworth 
to bring McFarland home, and she delivered. Bosworth hit a 
sacrifice fly to middle right field, giving McFarland enough 

I didn’t think we’d 
engage in heated foot-
ball-related discussions 
this early in spring, but 
Twitter never ceases to 
surprise me.

A tweet from Colin 
Cowherd’s show popped 
up on my timeline earli-
er last week, tabbing Io-
wa the “Fake ID” of col-
lege football because of 

its nonconference sched-
ule after the addition of 
Middle Tennessee State 
in 2019.

I understand his logic, 
but I don’t necessarily 
believe that the Middle 
Tennessee game in a 
few years is the main 
scheduling issue.

One of Iowa’s biggest 
reputation-killers, a 
team that just agreed 
to extend a season se-
ries through 2023, lives 
about two hours away, 
north on I-35.

The Hawkeye pro-
gram should think twice 
about continuation of 
that series, despite the 
recent extension. The 
annual Cy-Hawk foot-
ball series with Iowa 

State, no matter the 
outcome, remains a lose-
lose for the Hawkeyes.

There’s a great sum 
of money and sponsor-
ships involved, which 
is arguably the biggest 
factor holding the series 
in place. The Cy-Hawk 
game remains one of the 
few sporting events to 
captivate the state’s full 
attention, and the money 
follows closely.

I’m not here to argue 
the financial aspect, be-
cause from that stand-
point, the series makes 
sense. If Iowa State had 
a winning football team, 
the strength of schedule 
argument would hold up, 

SPORTS
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Iowa’s Shayla Starkenburg pitches during the Iowa-Iowa State softball game at Pearl Field on Tuesday. The Hawkeyes defeated the Cyclones, 2-1. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)

SEE SOFTBALL, 8

Softball slips past Iowa State

SEE FOOTBALL, 8

Iowa quarterback C.J. Beathard avoids several Iowa State tackles during the Iowa-Iowa State game in Kinnick on Sept. 10, 2016. 
(The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

By PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

 Iowa will be on the road for a mid-
week game for the first time this sea-
son when it travels to Peoria, Illinois, 
to take on Bradley. The two teams met 
earlier this season at Banks Field, and 
the Hawkeyes routed the Braves, 12-1.

 That game definitely had some mem-
orable moments; both Tyler Cropley and 
Robert Neustrom crushed grand slams to 
nearly the same spot.

 What’s most impressive is that Neus-
trom has not slowed down since then. 

 While he had a stellar freshman 
season, he has surpassed the marks he 
made in numerous categories. The soph-
omore from Sioux City ended his first 
season in Hawkeye Nation batting .307, 
knocking in 21 runs in the process. 

 Now, Neustrom is tied for fifth in the 
Big Ten with a .356 batting average and 

tied for third with 34 RBIs.
 He has also come through in the clutch 

for Iowa numerous times this season. Af-
ter earning preseason All-Big Ten honors 
from Perfect Game, it seems as if Neus-
trom has lived up to the hype.

Stuck with State Baseball, on a roll, set 
for Bradley Braues

SEE BASEBALL, 8

WHEN: 7 P.M. TODAY
WHERE: DOZER PARK IN 

PEORIA, ILLINOIS
WATCH: ESPN3

IOWA (22-12) VS. 
BRADLEY (15-18)

Adam Hensley
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

COLUMN

Iowa outfielder Robert Neustrom throws the ball to the infield during the game against Western Illinois at Banks 
Field on April 11. The Hawkeyes defeated the Leathernecks, 4-1. (The Daily Iowan/Alex Kroeze)
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