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Taking on oppressive 
culture by burning bridges
By NAOMI HOFFERBER
naomi-hofferber@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa students 
had the opportunity to see a 
new perspective through Pri-
sca Dorcas Mojica Rodriguez, 
the founder of Latina Rebels, 
and understand through per-
sonal stories issues of racism, 
sexism, and fighting an op-
pressive culture.

The event comes in collab-
oration with Cesar Chavez 
week, which honors the efforts 
of Chavez in fighting for civ-
il rights and workers’ rights. 
Chavez cofounded the Nation-
al Farm Workers Association 
in 1962. The UI Latino Native 
American Cultural Center is 
hosting events throughout Ce-
sar Chavez week, including film 
screenings and discussions re-
garding the topic.

Rodriguez discussed growing 
up as a Latina and the difficul-
ties she encountered, including 
issues of racism and sexism and 
being expected to aspire to mar-
riage over graduate school.

Throughout graduate school, 
she dealt with issues such as ca-
sual racism; she related a story 
of meeting someone at the bar, 
and his not believing that she 
went to the same university.

“He could not wrap his mind 
around a girl like me, going to 
the same institution that he 
went to,” she said. “It was the 
first realization that I didn’t 
‘read’ as smart. I’ve been told all 
my life, and when I went to grad 
school that you have to sound 
smart because this is how peo-

ple respect you, and you have be 
a good girl because this is how 
you get ahead. I had to give up 
parts of myself or tame parts of 
myself in order to be accepted 
and loved, and it felt fake.”

Rodriguez uses storytelling 
to explain issues of racism and 
sexism that she has directly 
experienced, and have them be 
relatable and understandable.

She recalled incidents of rac-
ism, including a Cinco de Mayo 
party people in her institution 
held, with tequila and sombre-
ros, that led to the creation of 
Latina Rebels, an organization 
to unveil injustices that exist in 
Latina realities. 

“I made Latina Rebels [when 
I was] really, really mad,” Ro-
driguez said. “So when people 
are all, you know, all the ‘Love 

Trumps Hate,’ you know, we 
just have to build bridges, 
you have to make people un-
derstand you — no. I made 
Latina Rebels pissed as fuck, 
and I was burning a whole lot 
of bridges, but with the logs 
I built a whole lot of bridges 
that have led to way better 
places than I had ever been.”

Rodriguez, who writes for a 
variety of organizations, includ-
ing Philadelphia Printworks, Te-
leSur, SupaDaily Latina, Chica 
Magazine, Mitú, BeVisible Lat-
inx, and Vivala, read pieces that 
described her realities, including 
the loneliness of being misun-
derstood by traditional parents, 
dating a white man, and dealing 
with ignorance that can come 

SEE CULTURE, 2

Prisca Dorcas Mojica Rodriguez, the founder of Latina Rebels, stands in Shambaugh Auditori-
um on Tuesday. Rodriguez spoke out about casual racism and the presidential election. (The 
Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)
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Hamburg Inn to go global

By JENNA LARSON 
jenna-larson@uiowa.edu

Since 1991, the University of Io-
wa College of Public Health has 
released an annual Cancer in Iowa 
report while also focusing on a spe-
cific cancer. This year’s focus was on 
liver cancer.

Part of the report tells Iowans 
about cancer for the current year, 
said Charles Lynch, the medical di-
rector and principal investigator of 
the State Health Registry of Iowa.

“We projected this year that there 
will be an estimated 17,400 new 
cases of cancer among Iowa resi-
dents,” said Mary Charlton, a UI 
assistant professor of epidemiology.

Charlton said the figure is ap-
proximately 800 cases more than 
last year. Cancer isn’t increasing in 
Iowa based on the projections, but 
it isn’t decreasing as quickly as pro-
jected, she said.

The report also projects 6,200 
deaths from cancer in Iowa, slightly 
down from last year, she said.

In the report, the top 10 cancers 
expected to be diagnosed in 2017 for 
both males and females are given 
projected numbers, she said.

“Breast cancer will have the high-
est number of cases among females, 
and prostate will continue to have 

Report 
sketches 
cancer 
scene 

SEE CANCER, 2

By ISABELLA SENNO
isabella-senno@uiowa.edu

Ronald Reagan, 
Bill Clinton, and 
Barack Obama 

all walk into a restaurant. 
This is not the be-

ginning of a joke; it’s 
actually the history of 
Hamburg Inn No. 2, 214 
N. Linn St., and soon 
many more individuals 
across the state, coun-
try, and world may find 
themselves entering 
through its doors in nu-
merous new formats. 

Hamburg Inn is an 
iconic Iowa City eat-
ery that’s been around 
since the late 1940s. 
When Michael Lee ac-
quired the restaurant 
last year from Dave 
Panther, he came ready 
with plans to expand 
the brand way beyond 
the single location. 

“It’s a very good feel-
ing that something that 
my dad created and my 
uncle continued for de-
cades [is succeeding], 
and I think it can on-
ly get better,” Panther 
said. “It’s created a lot 
more opportunities for 
the people that work 
here, too.”

These plans are be-
ginning to come to fru-
ition as Lee will open 
a second location at 
2221 Rochester Ave. 
in the spring, followed 
by 30 more locations 
across Iowa later this 
year, from Des Moines 

SEE HAMBURG, 2

The outside and inside of Hamburg Inn No. 2 is seen on Tuesday.  Hamburg is 
Iowa City’s oldest family-owned restaurant and plans to expand with a second 
location in Iowa City and around 30 other locations across the country and in 
China. (The Daily Iowan/Lisa Dauterive)
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the highest number of 
cases among males,” 
Charlton said.

Other cancers include 
lung, colon and rectum, blad-
der, melanoma, and kidney.

The College of Public 
Health makes these pro-
jections three years in 
advance, Charlton said.

“The second part of 
the report always talks 
about some special top-
ic,” Lynch said. “This 
year, we thought it would 
good to talk about hepa-
titis and its association 
with liver cancer.”

The reason liver cancer 
and hepatitis was chosen 
is because there is an epi-
demic of hepatitis C going 
on in this country, he said.

“Our rates [for liver can-
cer] have been increasing 
primarily because of hep-
atitis C,” Lynch said.

Now that there is a 
blood test available for 
hepatitis C, health-care 
providers are encouraging 
people to get screened.

“Liver cancer is more 
common worldwide than 
it is here,” Charlton said. 
“One of the reasons we 
decided to feature it is be-
cause it’s increasing so 
rapidly and because there’s 
something that people 
can do to prevent it from 
happening, which is to get 
checked for hepatitis C.”

The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Pre-
vention recommendation 
is that everyone born 
between 1945 and 1965 
should get a one-time 
screening for hepatitis C, 
she said. This age group 
is being targeted to get 
screened because hepa-
titis C was common in 
1960s and 1970s, when 
little was known about 
the disease.

“It’s really the baby 

boomers who are expe-
riencing the greatest in-
crease in liver cancer,” 
she said.

Hepatitis C is now 
treatable and curable. If 
people can find out they 
have hepatitis before de-
veloping cancer, it can be 
treated, which could avoid 
liver cancer, she said.

“Liver cancer is in-
creasing in Iowa, [and] 
it’s not the most common 
cancer, but it is one of 
the most common causes 
of death, because a lot of 
cancers are very treat-
able, whereas liver cancer 
is not,” said Michael Voi-
gt, a UI clinical professor 
of internal medicine.

The other key concept 
is that these are cancer 
deaths that are prevent-
able, he said. Hepatitis B 
and hepatitis C are the 
primary drivers of liver 
cancer, and both can be ef-
fectively treated, he noted.

“It’s not just an Io-

wa problem, it’s a global 
problem,” Voigt said. “In 
2013, the number of peo-
ple who died due to hep-
atitis C was greater than 
the sum of all the next 59 
infectious disease causes.”

Hepatitis C is extreme-
ly under-diagnosed, he 
said. In most cases, peo-
ple are unaware that 
they have it and have not 
been tested for it.

“It will continue to in-
crease for decades if left 
undiagnosed and un-
treated,” Voigt said.

“The third part of the 
report is probably the one 
that we hear the least 
about, but we think is im-
portant to put out to talk 
about: that we are doing 
research with the data 
that we have in the regis-
try,” Lynch said. “And we 
also provide information 
about some of the publi-
cations that came out in 
the prior years that in-
volved registry data.”

Students write phrases on a beach ball outside the Old Capitol on Tuesday. An event was held in the IMU to discuss the challenges of free speech in America. (The 
Daily Iowan/Ben Smith)
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with it, and being proud of 
herself and her identity.

“I think this has been a re-
curring theme lately, at least 
in my life, I’ve continuously 
gone to talks and been sur-
rounded by women, in my 
case Latina women, who’ve 
expressed the need for 
more,” said Isabela Flores, a 

representative with the As-
sociation of Latinos Moving 
Ahead. “That resonates with 
me. Being Latina, it really 
sticks with me.”

Flores said that in pri-
marily white institutions, 
like Iowa, there is a need 
for uncomfortable conver-
sations for individuals to 
understand a different 
point of view. 

“Her coming in with an 
unapologetic attitude, that’s 

necessary,” Flores said. “I 
like that.”

Xiomara Santana, one of 
the event organizers said that 
she hopes more events like 
this take place in the future, 
in order to allow students to 
understand these issues.

“I think that [it’s im-
portant] because this is 
a PWI,” Santana said. “If 
you noticed, a lot brown 
students sat up front be-
cause we know her work, 

we’re familiar with what 
she talks about, we all 
go through that strug-
gle that she talks about. 
This was really for the 
white students to come, 
and listen, and to hear, 
and kind of feel a little 
bit left out and attacked 
because that’s how brown 
students feel here, espe-
cially with so many polit-
ical things happening the 
past two years.”

CULTURE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

to Moline. 
“The first group will be 

in the state of Iowa. I’m 
looking for a minimum 
of 30; we have to hire 10 
or more [employees per 
restaurant],” Lee said. 
“We need to hire 600 full-
time jobs in the state of 
Iowa. That will help the 
state of Iowa, that will 
help the University of 
Iowa, and that will help 
the international inves-
tors like in China. I call 
it the ‘win-win’ creation 
for everybody.”

Lee also has plans to 
expand outside of Io-
wa’s borders within a 
short period of time, first 
reaching other Midwest-
ern states, then staking 
claims across the coun-
try. With several more 

locations in the works, 
some may be worried the 
brand is sacrificing qual-
ity for quantity. 

“We don’t want to be-
come a fast-food chain, 
we want to make sure we 
have good quality prod-
ucts and employees, so 
it might take a little bit 
longer but we want to do 
it right,” said Nathaniel 
Hayward, food and bev-
erage director for ASA 
Global, Hamburg Inn’s 
parent company. 

Seth Dudley, the gen-
eral manager of Ham-
burg Inn, said there 
will be three different 
formats for the restau-
rant, with room to grow 
further if need be. There 
will be the traditional 
restaurant model, and 
larger locations like 
those planned for Ames 
and Mason City may al-
low for a new addition to 
the menu. 

“We’re looking to open 

up stores like the one 
here on North Linn, full 
menu, all-day service,” 
Dudley said. “Some of 
those stores may serve 
alcohol … that’s some-
thing that would be new 
to the Hamburg Inn.”

There will also be a 
Hamburg Inn Express 
model, which is set to 
open in Coralville, North 
Liberty, Cedar Falls, Wa-
terloo, and Moline.

“It’s going to be very 
similar to what we have 
here, except with a 
slightly slimmed down 
menu and a smaller lo-
cation, so it’s going to be 
faster service and kind of 
focusing heavily on de-
livery and carry-out due 
to the limited seating,” 
Dudley said. 

Hayward said work is 
also being done to capi-
talize on the pie shakes 
the restaurant is famous 
for. HI Pie Shake and 
Coffee locations will be 

serving specialty and 
gourmet coffees next to 
these shakes.

“I want to make us a 
retail so that people in 
California can buy [the 
pie shake],” Lee said. “I’m 
going to make it national.”

A team in China is al-
so coordinating to open 
a location in Shanghai 
in the next two months. 
This location and others 
sprinkled over China 
will be called “Ameri-
can Presidents’ Diner,” 
a name chosen by Lee as 
a nod to the presidents 
and presidential hope-
fuls that have stopped 
by the restaurant on the 
campaign trail over the 
past years.

Lee hopes these inter-
national locations would 
change the stereotypes 
on the traditional Amer-
ican diet and correct the 
misunderstanding that 
everything Americans 
eat is fast food. 

HAMBURG
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

UISG backs 
sustainability

The University of Iowa Student Gov-
ernment passed a bill that proposed 
UISG create the EcoHawks Commit-
ment of Sustainability for student 
organization leaders to pledge support 
and the enactment of sustainable 
practices by their organization. 

EcoHawks is the overarching 
brand and network for sustainability 
at the UI. Currently, a system is in 

place that allows for individuals to 
become EcoHawks by committing to 
sustainability. 

With the passing of the legislation, 
UISG will partner with the Office of 
Sustainability to create a similar pro-
gram that encourages student leaders 
to pledge for their organizations to 
partake in sustainable practices. 

“I think that when we give student 
leaders the opportunity to make a 
pledge for their entire organization, it 
sets a bigger precedent, and my hope 

is that the organizations will become 
better in their use of sustainability 
practices,” said Sen. Abby Simon. 

Taking the pledge will include 
promoting the sustainable practices of 
purchasing ethically sourced apparel, 
organizing sustainable events where 
composting and recycling is mandated, 
promoting sustainability awareness 
and education through organization ac-
tivities, and finally optionally having a 
student sustainability director position 
to oversee practices. 

Resources shall be available for 
both the student organizations and 
leaders to encourage engagement 
and correct sustainablity practices.

The purpose of the new program is 
to engage student organizations with 
sustainability initiatives and empow-
er them to practice sustainability by 
making it convenient for them. The 
program also aims to excite them 
by acknowledging their efforts and 
providing them with resources. 

— by Elianna Novitch 

INSTAGRAM
@daily_iowan
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Free speech holds the day in the IMU
GPSG holds an event to discuss the challenges of free speech in modern America. 
By MADELEINE NEAL 
madeleine-neal@uiowa.edu

When it comes to the 
First Amendment, Univer-
sity of Iowa Student Gov-
ernment President Rachel 
Zuckerman said under-
standing free speech is one 
of the issues in which she 
has matured the most over 
the past year.

The Graduate and Profes-
sional Student Government, 
UISG, University Lecture 
Committee, IMU, and the 
President’s Office presented 
an all-day event about the 
First Amendment in Modern 
America Tuesday in the IMU.

Zuckerman said dialogue 
about the First Amendment 
is important.

“[It is] so important to 
have robust dialogue,” 
she said. “Students 
[must] feel safe.”

The issue, she said, is what 
happens when dialogue and 
student safety do not mix.

“[There’s] never a per-
fect answer,” she said. 
“[But] the things people 
[say] have real effects.”

Zuckerman said she be-
lieves it is important to 
remember that the people 
who made these laws have 
had immense privilege, al-
though that is no reason to 

be upset with them.
However, she said, she 

does believe the privilege of 
those who wrote free-speech 
laws gives people a need to 
re-examine them.

“In [my] opinion, it’s not 
right to knowingly reserve 
the right to [hurt] other peo-
ple,” she said.

The event featured Ana 
Navarro, a Republican 
strategist and political com-
mentator, Paul Gowder, a 
UI professor of law, Christi-
na Bohannan, a UI profes-
sor of law, Laura Kipnis, a 
professor at Northwestern 
University, David Ryfe, a 
UI professor of jounalism, 

Jamelle Bouie, a chief polit-
ical correspondent for Slate, 
and Franchesca Ramsey, a 
comedian and video blogger.

Bouie said the issue of 
free speech is not just a mat-
ter of getting offended.

“[We cannot] give legiti-
macy to ideas that exist in a 
society when there is racial 
oppression,” he said. “We 
don’t need to live in that 
kind of society.”

Bouie said he believes the 
solution lies in civil society.

“As it stands, I think we’re 
too ‘loosey goosey’ when it 
comes to racist ideas,” he 
said. “[We’re] too tolerant 
of public figures who make 

racist comments.”
Bouie said he thinks 

society needs to have 
swifter responses.

Community members, 
he said, should know that 
drawing a swastika on a 
wall will result in the appro-
priate community response.

“When [responses] don’t 
exist, there can be a feeling 
of alienation,” he said.

UI sophomore Sriven 
Kadiyala, however, said he 
thinks free speech on college 
campuses is a positive thing, 
but there needs to be a dis-
tinction between free speech 
and hate speech.

“This is a blurry line,” 

Kadiyala said. “And so a lot 
of confusion surrounds it.”

He said he believes that 
the more views that we 
are exposed to in a safe 
place, the more attuned 
students can become to 
the different people in the 
real world.

“This will eventually lead 
us to become more tolerant 
individuals,” he said. “[Al-
though] this is not to say 
that we must be tolerant 
of everything, but we must 
be able to accept someone’s 
opinions as nothing but 
that, and practicing free 
speech on campuses helps 
with that.”

Students focus on finding Student Life VP 
By MADELEINE NEAL 
madeleine-neal@uiowa.edu

The search continues 
for the next University 
of Iowa vice president 
for Student Life.

Co-head of the Search 
Committee Kenneth 
Brown, the associate 
dean of undergraduate 
programs in the Tippie 
College of Business, said 
applications are coming 
in this week.

“We have a strong 
pool,” Brown wrote in an 
email to The Daily Io-
wan. “We have contacted 
everyone who received 
a nomination and have 
been answering ques-
tions from candidates.”

He also wrote that 
the committee, which is 
composed of students, 
staff, and faculty, will 
meet next week to dis-
cuss the applicants. He 
noted that the position 
is still open to applica-

tions and nominations.
Among the commit-

tee members is Rachel 
Zuckerman, the presi-
dent of the UI Student 
Government, who said 
she wants to see candi-
dates who have a track 
record of standing up 
for students.

“Administrative roles 
are complicated,” she 
said. “[It’s a] role of com-
peting priorities.”

Despite this, she hopes 
prospects can stand up 
to colleagues, if neces-
sary, and fight against 
the status quo.

Additionally, Zucker-
man said, she wants to 
see someone who is ea-
ger to engage and com-
municate with students.

Diversity and inclu-
sion, college affordabili-
ty, and issues related to 
housing and food afford-
ability are among Zuck-
erman’s top concerns.

However, she said, re-

ducing sexual assault on 
campus is a top priority of 
hers that she hopes will be 
reflected by candidates.

UI sophomore Nathan 
Robinson, a resident as-
sistant on the commit-
tee, said the process has 
been very methodical.

“[We] make sure we do 
things in the right way,” he 
said. “And [that] everyone is 
given an equal opportunity.”

Robinson said he is 
looking for candidates who 

have experience working 
with students, specifically 
in residence education.

He also said he would 
like to see a candidate who 
works a lot with diversity.

“[We need to] get mi-
nority representation 
increased here at the 
university,” he said.

Robinson is optimistic 
about the applicants thus 
far and notes that every-
one on the committee will 
be able to speak her or 

his opinion equally.
“We have a great 

team,” he said. “It’s a 
pretty large team, [but] 
everyone is able to state 
[her or his] opinion.”

The committee will 
begin looking at the 
candidates who have 
applied for the position, 
and the members hope 
to have the position 
filled by the end of the 
spring semester.

Though the students 

have different perspec-
tives, Robinson and 
Zuckerman both want 
the incoming adminis-
trator to carry on cur-
rent Vice President for 
Student Life Tom Rock-
lin’s legacy.

“[Rocklin] has been ab-
solutely fantastic,” Zuck-
erman said. “And we’re 
so sad to see him go.”

After serving the UI 
for 30 years, Rocklin will 
retire in July.
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Texas’ not a 
choice bill 
exactly that 
By KATRINA CUSTARDO
katrina-custardo@uiowa.edu

There is a new bill 
that just passed through 
the Texas Senate and 
is now heading to the 
House that attacks a 
woman’s right to hav-
ing a safe abortion in 
the second trimester. 
The bill specifically at-
tacks “dismemberment 
abortions,” which it de-
fines as “an abortion in 
which a person, with 
the purpose of causing 
the death of an unborn 
child, dismembers the 
unborn child and ex-
tracts the unborn child 
one piece at a time from 
the uterus through the 
use of clamps, grasping 
forceps, tongs, scissors, 
or a similar instrument 
that, through the con-
vergence of two rigid le-
vers, slices, crushes, or 
grasps, or performs any 
combination of those ac-
tions on a piece of the 
unborn child’s body to 
cut or rip the piece from 
the body.”

First of all, the actual 
medical term for an abor-
tion as the one (some-
what) described above 
is called dilation and 
evacuation. This type of 
abortion typically takes 
place around the 13th 
week of pregnancy, when 
the fetus is exactly that, 
a fetus. According to the 
Mayo Clinic, a fetus’ in-
testines are starting to 
develop as well as tissue 
for future bones and will 
be smaller than three 
and a half inches. There-
fore, not a child yet. At 
13 weeks, the woman 
wouldn’t even be able to 
identify the sex of the fe-
tus or see the skeleton.

That is just the be-
ginning of the problems 
with this bill. For one, 
it is a further attack on 
women’s rights in Texas, 
which already has one 
of the toughest stanc-
es on abortion. Second, 
this bill was passed by 
the Texas Senate, which 
only has eight women 
among its 31 members. 

Even though seven of 
these women voted to 
pass the bill, this is still 
not representative of 
an equal ratio between 
men and women.

Besides this, men 
shouldn’t even be in-
volved in bills relating 
to women’s bodies and 
women’s health care.

I am very pro-choice, 
but that doesn’t mean 
I am pro-abortion, 
which is what a lot of 
“pro-life” people think 
of pro-choicers. This is 
why this bill affects me 
so much, even though it 
is in a different state. It 
is taking away choices 
of fellow women, which 
is something I do not, 
and will not, ever stand 
for. Pro-choice is exact-
ly that: we want women 
to have the freedom to 
choose. We want wom-
en to have the power to 
make decisions about 
their lives without hav-
ing to cater to these old 
men in suits, who, by 
the way, will never have 
to get an abortion. They 
are, literally, completely 
out of their element.

Another worrying 
sign is that this bill ex-
ists in the first place. 
Anti-abortion bills have 
been sprouting up all 
over the country, all at-
tacking the rights wom-
en deserve to have. I 
am worried to see a bill 
like this pop up in Iowa, 
because then it will af-
fect me and my female 
friends I have here at 
the university. On Feb. 
2, Senate File 2 passed 
the Iowa Senate and has 
since moved on to sub-
committees, a bill that 
aims to defund Planned 
Parenthood in Iowa.

I have my right to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness, and I don’t 
deserve to lose those. 
Neither do my female 
friends. Texas, among 
other states, has start-
ed to take those rights 
away from the women 
of those states. Those 
women do not deserve to 
lose their rights either.

Recently, the news 
cycle has been laser-fo-
cused on the failed 
health insurance bill, 
the American Health 
Care Act. Fewer than 
100 days into the 
Trump presidency, the 
GOP has all but given 
up on repealing and 
replacing Obamacare. 
The president, who 
claimed he would be 
the best dealmaker 
this country has ever 
seen, is not only wrong, 
he is far from correct. 
In fact, Donald Trump 
may be one of the worst 
deal-making presidents 
we’ve ever had.

The irony of Trump 
— coauthor of The Art 
of the Deal — being 
unable to get votes for 
his health care bill is 
astounding. In defense 
of Trump’s deal-making 
ability, the American 
Health Care Act is an 
abomination that does 

little to improve upon 
the flaws of Obamacare. 
It would be difficult for 
any president or busi-
ness person to get the 
“deal” approved.

However, one of 
Trump’s grandest 
campaign promises 
was the swift repeal 
and replacement of 
Obamacare. Citing his 
deal-making prowess as 
one of the key factors for 
the quick move, Trump 
had millions of peo-
ple believing him. His 
failure has me asking 
several questions, most 
prominently, has Trump 
even read The Art of 
the Deal? Are there any 
other books the pres-
ident hasn’t read but 
probably should?

In addition to The 
Art of the Deal, I would 
recommend that Trump 
pick up a copy of To Kill 
a Mockingbird. Harp-
er Lee’s classic novel 
addresses a number 
of issues with which 
the president seems 
to struggle, in partic-
ular, the social mind-
fulness that Atticus 
Finch instills in his 
children. This theme 
is one that has been 
taught in high schools 
around the country for 

decades. Furthermore, 
the dynamic among so-
cial classes in Maycomb 
teaches valuable les-
sons in compassion and 
understanding. And 
while I would not go 
as far as to say Trump 
lacks a conscious, he 
would be well-served to 
have a retooling of his 
moral compass.

But why stop there? 
It is clear that many of 
America’s politicians 
are somewhat distant 
from the people they 
have been elected to 
serve. The amazing 
power of books is their 
ability to shed light on 
real-world problems 
through storytelling.

House Speaker 
Paul Ryan, for exam-
ple, should read Les 
Misérables. A sto-
r y - t u r n e d - m u s i c a l 
about revolution in 
France, I believe Les 
Mis is perfect for Ryan 
because it addresses 
a group of young men 
who are willing to die 
for their cause. This is 
not to say that Ryan 
should be willing to die 
for his causes but rath-
er, he should have loy-
alty to the causes that 
have created his rise 
to power. When Trump 

was selected as the 
Republican presiden-
tial candidate, Ryan 
expressed his concern 
with the former’s abili-
ty to be presidential. In 
order to defeat Hillary 
Clinton, however, Ryan 
quickly gave up on his 
opposition and — at the 
same time — sacrificed 
his morals.

It’s not just Republi-
cans, however, who should 
visit the library more fre-
quently. For example, Sen. 
Al Franken, D-Minn., 
from my home state 
should probably read an 
entire curriculum’s worth 
of law textbooks. While 
I don’t necessarily think 
that Franken’s line of 
questioning for Supreme 
Court nominee Neil Gor-
such was out of line, I do 
believe the members of 
the Judiciary Committee 
ought to have a legal 
education. That being 
said, Iowa’s own Sen. 
Chuck Grassley (the 
head of the Judiciary 
Committee) does not 
have a law degree.

Maybe these politi-
cians were taught these 
books in high school. 
Maybe not. It’s time for 
them to either revisit 
them or pick them up 
for the first time.

Library of Congress 
COLUMN

JOSEPH LANE
joseph-lane@uiowa.edu

Hancher a ‘costly 
disappointment’

The quality of artists contracted to 
perform at Hancher is awesome. The 
acoustics, even in the upper most bal-
cony in the last row, are exceptionally 
audible. The seating is comfortable 
and roomy.

However, the exterior south 
entrance looks like a “Jaws Attack,” 
especially at night. The exterior 
north entrance looks like the “Last 
half of the Titanic.” How could PCP 
design be so crass?

The silver-colored veneer masking 
the elevated sections with its mini-
lights and the interior swirling ceiling 
lights look like a visit to a “Midnight 
Cabaret on Easy Street.” How could 
OPN interior architects design this 
crass ambiance?

The veneer could have been warm 
maple wood with soft lighting. The 
ceiling lighting could have been 
retracting globes, mock skylights, or 
non-glare chandeliers.

The exterior should have been 
rounded, not sharp points or boxes.

What a costly disappointment.

Sincerely, 
Annamarie Marcalus 

OSF Iowa City
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Feb. 9, 2017 photo shows the HealthCare.gov website, where people can buy health insurance, displayed on a laptop computer screen in Washington. 
Millions of Americans will still need to navigate the current federal health  care system in the coming months no matter what happens in Congress _ 
whether the Republican plan to replace “Obamacare” is resurrected in some form after it was pulled on March 24, 2017, or if it never comes back. (AP 
Photo/Andrew Harnik)

Individuals roam the stage and balcony at the Hancher ribbon-cutting ceremony and open tour on Sept. 9, 2016. The 
new Hancher is open after many years of construction. (The Daily Iowan/Anthony Vazquez)
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Food for thought 

By JASON ESTRADA 
jason-estrada@uiowa.edu

An organization is giv-
ing hope to children by 
offering some necessities.

Mary’s Meals is a 
global movement that 
sets up school feeding 
projects for the poorest 
communities around 
the world in which hun-
ger and poverty prevent 
children from learning.

April Rouner, the di-
rector of development 
at the Newman Cath-
olic Student Center 
and acting staff project 
coordinator for Mary’s 
Meals fundraiser, said 
the motto is “school 
and food together will 
lead to hope.”

“It’s a very simple 
solution to hunger: Pro-
vide the meal at school, 
so that the kids come 
and get an education, 
and hopefully, that ed-
ucation will help break 
their circle of poverty,” 
she said.

Currently, Mary’s 
Meals provides food for 
more than 1 million chil-
dren a day on five conti-
nents and 16 countries.

The Newman Cen-
ter is trying to raise 
$20,500 for the move-
ment. A local fundrais-
er raised $10,000, and 
the students at the 
center were challenged 
to raise the remaining 
amount. With this mon-

ey, 1,055 students at 
Chituwi primary school 
in Malawi can be fed 
every day for an entire 
school year.

As of now, $12,837 
has been raised toward 
the goal.

“We hope to have all 
of the funds raised by 
the time the students go 
home for summer break, 
and then from there, we 
will follow our school 
and I’m sure have peri-
odic updates,” she said. 
“I don’t know if we’ll do 
the complete $20,500 
every year. I don’t think 
that’s totally sustain-
able for a long time, but 
we will have ongoing up-
dates as far as support-
ing the school.”

Service and Social 
Justice Fellow Andrew 
Sherer of the Newman 
Center said he has 
been a big supporter 
of the organization af-
ter he heard about it 
at a conference. Every 
Christmas, he wears a 
Mary’s Meals T-shirt 
to spread awareness 
about the group.

“I raise awareness by 
wearing these shirts, 
which is basically adver-
tising them,” he said.

When people approach 
him about the shirt, 
Sherer explains the mis-
sion of Mary’s Meals is 
to positively influence 
them and help them re-
alize they can be the ex-

tra little boost.
“Mary’s Meals is defi-

nitely one of my favorite 
nonprofit charities,” he 
said. “I’m going to con-
tinue giving money and 
lend my voice more to it 
as I go in to the profes-
sional field.”

Taylor Majher, the 
president of the Uni-
versity of Iowa Circle K 
chapter, plans all of the 
fundraising opportuni-
ties for her members. 
The group is the college 
sector of the Kiwanis 
International family — 
a global organization of 
volunteers. For this year, 
she said, she wanted to 
conduct traditional bake 
sales the group holds ev-
ery spring for the Mary’s 
Meals program.

“This year, we decid-
ed to change it up, and 
we heard the Newman 
Center needed some 
help raising funds 
and money for Mary’s 
Meals, so we decided to 
use our bake sales in 
that way,” she said.

The campus-wide 
bake sale will be held 
at the Pappajohn Busi-
ness Building, the Pen-
tacrest, and the Seaman 
Center from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on April 18.

An event called the 
Global Poverty & Hun-
ger Alleviation forum 
will be held at the 
Newman Center at 7 
p.m. April 5.

Mary’s Meals aims to end world hunger for children while 
they receive an education. 

In passing a resolution on Tues-
day, the University of Iowa Student 
Government took a stance against 
the HF 575. That bill repeals the 
bottle-redemption program, which 
returns 5 cents per bottle or can as 
an incentive for recycling.

The bottle-redemption program 
was established in Iowa in 1978. 

Data collected on the program 
shows that Iowa currently has 
an 86 percent return rate, which 
is substantially higher than the 
national average of 29 percent. 

According to the UISG resolu-
tion, removing the bottle deposit 
program would affect the Iowa City 
community and students because 
many individuals use the program 

as a secondary source of income 
and a way to practice sustainability. 

A survey was conducted by 
pollster Ann Selzer and it found that 
nearly nine out of 10 Iowans cur-
rently deem the bottle-redemption 
program as “good for the state.”  

Selzer’s polling found support 
among every demographic group, 
political party, congressional dis-
trict, and community for keeping 
or expanding the existing law. 

The survey’s data has also in-
dicated that 62 percent of the poll 
respondents say their households 
redeem cans and bottles through 
the program. 

UISG opposes HF 575 because 
it does not sufficiently meet the 

desires of the majority of Iowans. 
It would remove the incentive 
structure that has promoted 
sustainable practices in Iowa and 
would negatively affect homeless 
and low-income residents who rely 
on the program as a partial source 
of income.

The legislation will be sent to 
members of the House Committee 
on Environmental Protection 
and House Committee on Ways 
and Means, the Iowa City mayor, 
the Iowa City City Council, the 
sustainability coordinator of Iowa 
City, and the president of the Iowa 
Recycling Association. 

 — by Elianna Novitch 

Harreld wants 
to combine 
Foundation, 
alumni group

University of Iowa President 
Bruce Harreld announced Monday 
that he wishes to merge two 
separate organizations, the UI Foun-
dation and the Alumni Association.

“After reviewing the commit-
tee’s recently provided repor t 
and recommendations, it  is  my 
intention to create one, new, 

unified organization,” Harreld 
said in a message on the Presi-
dent’s Office website.

“Because of their overlapping 
missions and aspirations, a uni-
fied, comprehensive organization 
will allow us to better serve the 
university for decades to come,” 
he said.

In his message, Harreld 
noted that during the fall  of 
2016, he requested that the 
leadership of both organi-
zations form a committee to 
explore ways the UI Foundation 
and Alumni Association could 
work more closely.

“By creating a new organi-
zation together, the university 
will leverage the strengths and 
expertise of both, resulting in 
more meaningful alumni engage-
ment and increased philanthropic 
support,” Harreld said.

He has asked UI Foundation 
President and CEO Lynette Marshall 
to head the new organization.

In the message from his 
office, Harreld thanked the UI 
community for its “support and 
patience” as the new structure of 
the organization is developed.

— by Charles Peckman

UISG voted on a resolution Tuesday to take a stance against the bill HF 575, which 
repeals the bottle-redemption program.

METRO BRIEFS

(Contributed photo) 
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UISG flashes can-do attitude
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Politics

The Daily Iowan Ethics and Politics Initiative is funded by a 
private donor and will appear every other week this semester. 
The team’s mission is to understand, interpret, analyze and re-
port on topics, trends and personalities that shape politics in 
Iowa and the United States, and to recognize the importance 
of a strong ethical foundation in its pursuits. Check out 
dailyiowanepi.com for exclusive content.
 
Email daily-iowan@uiowa.edu with story ideas, press 
releases, or reader comments.

In the transition
During their time in Washington, D.C., The 

Daily Iowan’s Ethics and Politics team had the 
opportunity to document how the transition 
of power in the White House had affected the 
atmosphere of the town for politicians and the 
press. Some, like Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, 
said there is always a bigger learning curve 
when the president isn’t a politician. 

“Successful business person comes in, 
and even if any of us in the Senate got to 
be president, there’d still be a long learning 
curve,” Grassley said. “I just think there’s a 
bigger learning curve for a person that’s never 
been in government before, so that would be 
one difference.”

Others,  such as  Sen.  Joni  Ernst,  R-Iowa, 
said there is  more responsiveness  under 
this  administration.

“I think there’s a lot of excitement out there, 
and we’ve been able to do a lot of work with the 
Trump administration where we weren’t able to 
get the same level of response from the Obama 
administration,” Ernst said.

Meanwhile, Fernando Pizzaro, the chief 
politics reporter from Univision, said there 

is concern over the Trump administration 
distancing itself from reporters. For more 

insight, go online to www.dailyiowanepi.com 
for the full short documentary. 

Ethics and Politics Editor Maria Curi stands with Rep. Steve King, R-Iowa, during a visit by the EPI staff to Wash-
ington, D.C., to meet with members of Iowa’s congressional delegation. The team created a short documentary 
focusing on the political climate in D.C. under the Trump administration. (The Daily Iowan/Grace Pateras)

Finding 
some GOP 

B A L A N C E 

By ANNA KAYSER | anna-kayser@uiowa.edu

President Trump’s low approval rating may 
not be a considerable threat, but what will 
cause distress between the White House 

and Congress would be individual Republican law-
makers and dissent from their constituents.

On Sunday, Trump’s approval rating dipped to 36 per-
cent, the lowest it has been during his time in office and 
lower than almost any president’s at this point in his term.

“I don’t think the approval rating is very import-
ant, especially when the Congress belongs to his own 
party,” University of Iowa political-science Associate 
Professor Cary Covington said.

In the most recent Gallup poll of the president’s ap-
proval rating by party, 86 percent of Republicans ap-
prove of the job Trump is doing.

“If Republicans start deserting Trump, that would be big 
trouble for him in Congress,” Covington said. “But overall, 
low ratings for Trump right now are not very important 
because he has strong support among many Republicans, 
and Congress is controlled by the Republicans.”

Last week, the GOP failed to gather enough votes 
among Republicans to pass their health-insurance 
bill. Covington said this is not because of dissent in 
the Republican Party but a failure to reach a balance 
between moderates and extreme conservatives.

“This is the problem that Trump had — or Ryan had — in 
trying to get this bill passed, was in order to attract the con-
servative Republicans who belong in the Freedom Caucus, 
they had to add in some changes that made it more extreme 
in its effects on the health-care system,” Covington said. “And 
as they made those concessions to the right, the Republicans 
in the middle, the moderate Republicans, began to think 
that it was going too far, and they couldn’t support it.”

He said Republicans will not vote against what 
their constituents support because they, obviously, 
have the power to vote them out of office.

Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, said people have to 
look at those who voted for Trump and if they have 
changed their minds on him. If Republican voters have 
changed their mind on Trump, then that could lead to 
Republican lawmakers deserting him.

“It’s still early, but compared to the previous admin-
istration, which had a reputation of not being as inter-
ested in engaging with members of Congress on either 
side of the aisle, I have felt that I have been listened to 
on the issues on which I have engaged the new admin-
istration,” Grassley wrote in an email.

In a situation in which the government is divided, 
with the president being from one party and Congress 
being from another, the president could use the idea of 
public approval as leverage against Congress. Howev-
er, Covington said, the historical record of this idea is 
not nearly so important as we might think.

He said it comes down to what each member of 
Congress’ constituents think about the president, as 
opposed to the national level.

“We used to think public approval would be import-
ant, but it proves to be much less important than we 
thought,” Covington said. “Members of Congress do not 
respond to national measures of public approval; they 
respond to what they think their state or their district 
approves of the president.”

When Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, and Grassley re-
turned to Iowa during a congressional break, they 
were attacked with questions about what Trump and 
his administration were doing throughout the first 
months of being in office.

Rep. Dave Loebsack, D-Iowa, wants to work to 

gain credibility for the government.
“It is clear that people’s faith in government has been 

severely damaged because of backroom deals, partisan 
gamesmanship, and endless bickering. Washington’s 
choosing politics over people have led the American peo-
ple to lose faith in those who were elected to represent 
them,” Loebsack said. “I have been willing to work with 
anyone who is interested in an honest attempt to im-
prove the lives of Iowans and move our nation forward.”

In the same way of national measures meaning 
nothing on the presidential-approval scale, while the 
approval rating of Congress is very low; the most re-
cent Gallup Poll showed 24 percent approval at the be-
ginning of March. That means nothing to a member of 
Congress as long as her or his constituents think the 
lawmaker is doing a good job.

And that is usually the case. What a low approval of 
Congress often means is that the people being polled 
believe that their senator or representative is doing a 
good job but that the institution itself is not.

“Members of Congress tend rightly to be more con-
cerned about what they hear from those who elected 
them rather than the approval rating of the Congress 
as a whole,” Grassley said. “Communicating with Io-
wans about how I’m working on their behalf is an im-
portant part of representative government.”

He said he evaluates everything on the basis of 
how it will affect Iowans. He also looks critically at 
the constitutionality of what goes on in the Execu-
tive Branch, regardless of whether it is a Republi-
can or a Democratic White House.

“I’ve tried to focus on policies that are helpful 
to Iowans, and the approval rating of a particular 
president doesn’t weigh into the consideration of 
whether something works for Iowans,” he said.

 24 
PERCENT   APPROVAL   RATING

  36 
PERCENT   APPROVAL   RATING

CONGRESS WHITE HOUSE

86 PERCENT OF REPUBLICANS 
APPROVE OF WHAT TRUMP 
IS DOING

TRUMP’S 
APPROVAL RATING 

IS LOWER THAN 
ALMOST ANY 

PRESIDENT’S AT 
THIS POINT IN HIS 

TERM

While President Donald Trump’s approval rating is at a 
considerable low, his ability to work with Republicans 
in Congress has not been affected by this. 
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When a true genius appears, you can know him by this sign: that all 
the dunces are in a confederacy against him.— Jonathan Swift

KRUIprogramming

DAILYBREAK

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit details to the link
through the Daily Break button on our website.

• Queer @ Work, 5 p.m., LGBT Resource Center
• Comfort with Care, Ethnic Skin Care 
Questions & Answers, 5:30 p.m., University 
Athletics Club, 1360 Melrose Ave.
• Germano Mayer D.M.A. Piano Recital, 
5:30 p.m., Voxman Recital Hall
• An Evening with Remi Kanazi, 6 p.m., 
Main Library Shambaugh Auditorium
• Cooking Information Session and 
Demonstration, Food Pantry at Iowa,
6:30 p.m., 350 Blank Honors Center
• CAB Movie Trivia Night, 7 p.m., IMU 
Hawkeye Room
• From Auschwitz to Iowa City, Michael 
Bornstein, 7 p.m., IMU Main Lounge
• Make a Difference in the Peace Corps, 7 
p.m., Iowa City Public Library, 123 S. Linn
• Migration is Beautiful — the Grape 
Boycott and Iowa Farm-Worker History, 7 
p.m., Latino Native American Cultural Center
• April Donlon and Tremere Hill, Junior 
Saxophone Recital, 7:30 p.m., 2451 Voxman
• UI Symphony Orchestra, Ksenia Nosikova, 
piano, 7:30 p.m., Hancher
• Astronomy Club, 8 p.m., 618 Van Allen

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes

DOONESBURY by Garry Trudeau 

DILBERT® by Scott Adams

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley Miller

Amazing, but true (but not)

·   98.3 percent of people 
who own “My other car is a 

BMW” bumper stickers actually 
do own BMWs.

·   Twelve out of every 17 
chickens will emit an ear-

drum-rupturing, 180-decibel 
shriek if grabbed about their 
hackle. The other five won’t 

give a cluck.
·   On average, men think 

about baseball six times during 
sexual intercourse. Correspond-

ingly, they think about sex 
4,598 times during baseball.
·   The first legally recognized 

boarder dispute in the United 
States occurred in 1943, when 

T. Rod McPhillips refused to pay 
the widow Margaret Ugherty 
$33 for the three months he 

occupied her guest bedroom.
·   Edgar Allen Poe’s favorite dish 

was the deep-fried hind legs of a 
purebred border collie smothered 

in sautéed onions and brine.
·   Six Flags has been successfully 

sued more than 500 times by the Lit-
tle People of America organization.

·   At the core of Epcot Cen-
ter’s Spaceship Earth attraction 

is an even smaller geodesic 
sphere called the “Eppcott 
Center.” It’s one of Walt Dis-

ney’s horcruxes.
·   The CBS sitcom “Two and a 

Half Men” originally started out as 
the pilot for “Die Hard: The Series.”

·   Steven Tyler wrote the 
song we now know as “Love in 
an Elevator” while on an esca-

lator. It was originally about 
friendship in a stairwell.

Andrew R. Juhl is living it up 
while his his good cholesterol is 

going down.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You will learn through observation and collaboration. Meet-
ings, travel, and educational pursuits are favored. Take care of any persistent health issues 
that arise, and avoid challenges that could result in injury. An emotional situation is best 
monitored, not confronted.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You’ll feel the tension mount as things heat up around you. 
Try not to get involved in gossip, rumors, or situations that have the potential to make you 
look bad. Keep your personal thoughts and information to yourself.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Keep your secrets hidden. Boasting will give other people a 
chance to bring you down. Play your cards close to your chest, and do your best to ensure 
that you come out on top. Act on your intentions with precision.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Pitch in and do your part. No one can complain if you are 
willing to put in an honest effort and do your best to make a difference. Don’t let an 
emotional incident turn into something that is impossible to control.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don’t get caught up in someone else’s problem. You’ve worked 
hard to get where you are, and you need to protect your position and your future. Look 
inward, and stay focused on what will bring you the highest rewards.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Show compassion toward your friends, relatives, and peers. 
The way you treat and help others will be judged and referenced in the future. Protect your 
reputation, and you will position yourself for new possibilities and financial gains.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Look at all sides of a situation, and adjust your thinking to 
consider the best way to keep the peace and benefit everyone involved. Taking conservative 
action in a diplomatic manner will result in unexpected prospects and greater opportunities.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): It’s OK to show your feelings and express what you want 
to get out of the different relationships you have with others. Whether it’s business or 
pleasure, your uniqueness will attract attention as well as support.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): A personal pick-me-up will bring about emotional, 
mental, and financial improvements. Live in the moment, and enjoy the people who 
share your beliefs. Changes at home will add to your comfort, convenience, and happi-
ness. Romance will improve your personal life.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Say little, listen carefully, and avoid getting into a 
dispute. Avoid joint ventures with people who don’t have the same ethics, beliefs, or 
standards as you. Practice moderation and mindfulness, and you’ll avoid a dispute.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Experience will help you make wise choices in regard to 
money, legal, and health matters. Listen to your heart as well as your head, and you will 
find the answers you are looking for. Romance will improve your personal life.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Stay focused on what you do well. Add greater versatility and 
depth to your skills as you progress. Taking a wider view of things will give you insight into
exciting possibilities that you never knew existed.
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Emo Hour 12 a.m.
Morning Drive 8 a.m.
News @ Nine 9 a.m.
Zatz the Bass 10 a.m.
DJ Training 11 a.m.
News @ Noon 
Ask A Lawyer 12:30 p.m.
The Blitz 1 p.m.
Sports Squawk 2 p.m.
Trout Mask Hour 3 p.m.
Translate Iowa Project 4 p.m.
News @ Five 5 p.m.
Vacci-nation 6 p.m.
Global Perspective 7 p.m.
Erin and Erin 9 p.m.
The Plug 10 p.m.



schedule. However, the 
Bulldogs’ schedule was 
harder than most peo-
ple realize. 

Not only did the Bull-
dogs defeat an Elite 
Eight team in Florida, 
but also they took down 
the Big 12 champion Io-
wa State and Arizona, 
which won the Pac 12, 
and was the eighth most 
commonly picked cham-
pion in ESPN’s Tourna-
ment Bracket Challenge.

Oh, and they beat No. 
22 St. Mary’s by double 
digits three times.

Another reason Gonza-
ga will cut down the nets 
in Phoenix is because of 
its depth.

Unlike in past years, 
when the Bulldogs re-
lied on one or two play-
ers on the offensive end, 
this Gonzaga team pos-
sesses five players aver-
aging 10 or more points 
per game. Gonzaga still 
sports excellent tal-
ent that dominates the 
scoring in all-American 
point guard, Nigel Wil-
liam-Goss, however they 
are still successful when 
he is struggling. 

With other weapons, 
such as potential first-
round draft pick Zach Col-
lins coming off the bench, 

Gonzaga is 11-0 when 
Williams-Goss scores few-
er than 12 points. 

Combining that with 
their stout defense, 
which leads the nation in 
adjusted defensive effi-
ciency, the Bulldogs will 
enjoy their one shining 
moment on April 3. 

— Jake Markowitz

North Carolina
North Carolina is the 

best team left in the 
NCAA Tournament, and 
the Tar Heels will be 
crowned national cham-
pions on April 3.

Though it would be a 
great story if Gonzaga, 
South Carolina, or Oregon 
won it all, none of those 
teams have the skill of 
Roy Williams’ squad.

Before this season, Wil-
liams appeared in eight 
Final Fours, four with 
Kansas and four with 
North Carolina. Now in 
his ninth appearance, 
Williams has been at 
this stage six more times 
than Dana Altman, Mark 
Few, and Frank Martin 
combined — experience 
is on his side.

And that’s not even 
mentioning the team 
playing for him.

Justin Jackson was 
recently named to the 
Wooden All-American 
Team, and while Or-
egon’s Dillon Brooks 

and Gonzaga’s Nigel 
Williams-Goss are al-
so among the 10 names, 
Jackson has been better 
at scoring the basketball 
and has proved himself 
throughout the season.

The Tar Heels also 
made their way through 
the bracket in the tough 
South region, taking down 
Butler and Kentucky.

While South Caroli-
na has gone through a 
gauntlet with three-con-
secutive wins over Duke, 
Baylor, and Florida, 
Sindarius Thornwell and 
Company have to be run-
ning out of gas. After all, 
it’s still the same team 
that lost by double digits 
to Memphis and Alabama 
earlier in the season. 

If there was a 1-seed 
that was thought to lose 
early, it was probably 
Gonzaga. Though the 
Bulldogs are a good team 
and not as overrated 
this year, they won’t fin-
ish the season off with a 
championship.

For Oregon, Dillon 
Brooks and Jordan Bell 
have been going off. But 
the loss of Chris Bouch-
er will end up derailing 
the Ducks’ title hopes in 
the end.

When the time comes, 
the famous Carolina 
blue will be cutting 
down the nets for yet an-
other time.

— Pete Ruden

Iowa first basemen Jake Adams bats against Grand View at Banks Field on Tuesday. The Hawkeyes defeated the Vikings, 
6-5. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)
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[were] a lot of ground 
balls and fly outs. For the 
most part, we still have to 
clean up a lot of things.”

Hitting inconsistencies 
haven’t bothered Iowa for 
the entire year, however.

In the two games lead-
ing up to their first Big-
Ten series of the season, 
the Hawkeyes’ bats fired 

on all cylinders.
Against Kansas State 

on March 19, Iowa scored 
12 runs on 12 hits. In that 
game, Ben Norman re-
corded 4 hits and Adams 
notched 3, all of which fly-
ing past the outfield wall.

The next contest 
against Bradley featured 
10 Hawkeye hits and the 
same number of runs. 

With UNLV coming to 
town this weekend, Io-
wa can’t rely solely on 
outstanding pitching to 

keep them in games. 
The Hawkeyes need to 

fall back into their groove 
at the plate, and a few days 
off to step away from games 
might just do the trick.

“We haven’t really got-
ten deep in the [UNLV] 
scouting report,” Hell-
er said. “The big thing I 
know we will do is we’ll 
really have a focused 
batting practice tomor-
row with a lot of drill 
work and getting back to 
the basics.”

FEATURE
CONTINUED FROM 10

McCarron was a safe-
ty valve for Beathard at 
times this season and was 
again for his quarterback 
at Pro Day.

It’s a good thing he got 

some time off in Kansas City 
to come back to Iowa City.

“You’re with your guys 
that you’re comfortable 
with,” Beathard said of 
Pro Day. “It was nice being 
able to throw with Riley 
[McCarron] and George 
[Kittle] and [Jake] Duzey 
and those guys.”

It’s not likely that Mc-

Carron hears his name 
called during the NFL 
Draft. However, with how 
well he tested at Pro Day, 
it’s quite possible some 
team takes a chance on 
him in free agency.

He’s earned that oppor-
tunity with the work he’s 
put in, on top of starting a 
new job after graduation. 

If it works out, he will 
get to live out a dream.

“Being able to train here 
with Coach Doyle and be 
able to do something that 
you really enjoy, it’s not 
work at all,” McCarron 
said. “It’s just having fun. 
To be able to play football 
a little bit longer, extend 
it, it’s fun.”

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 10

PCP
CONTINUED FROM 10

The Vikings entered the 
game with a 12-8 record and 
a four-game winning streak. 

 With a few errors in the 
field and some sloppy play 

on the mound, Iowa learned 
a lot of important things in 
a game that was closer than 
it looked on paper.

 “There were a lot of 
lessons today,” head 
coach Rick Heller said. 
“One is, you better show 
up, no matter who you’re 
playing. Grand View 

showed up, and they 
played really well.

 “Thank goodness that 
Neustrom had the big 
3-RBI double and Jake 
Adams hits the home run 
late to give us the win, 
and Guzzo had a nice at-
bat and backside home 
run. Other than that, 

there wasn’t a whole lot 
to talk about offensively.”

With the win, Iowa 
moved to 4-0 in midweek 
games, 14-9 overall. It 
will continue its home 
stand this weekend when 
it takes on UNLV in a 
three-game series, start-
ing at 4:05 p.m. Friday.

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM 10
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By PETE RUDEN | peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

Iowa’s midweek baseball game 
against NAIA opponent Grand View 
started out less than ideal for the 
Hawkeyes. The Vikings notched 3 
runs in the second inning, making 
things look bleak early.

 But that didn’t last long. The 
Hawkeyes picked up 4 runs in the 
third, giving themselves a lead, and 
eventually won, 6-5.

 Starting pitcher Grant Judkins 
had a rough outing, hitting two bat-
ters and giving up the 3 second-in-
ning runs, but left fielder Robert 
Neustrom came to Iowa’s rescue.

 With runners on first and third, 
Grand View elected to intentionally 
walk Big Ten home-run leader Jake 
Adams, loading the bases. That came 
back to haunt the Vikings.

 Neustrom made them pay with 
a perfectly placed double in the 
right-center gap, scoring 3 runs.

 “When I saw they were doing that 
to [Adams], I just say ‘Oh that’s a big 
slap to my face,’ ” Neustrom said. “It 

just gives me all the more motivation 
to go up there and get a great hit, so I 
was kind of honestly excited for that 
at-bat.”

 After center fielder Ben Norman 
brought Neustrom in, Austin Guzzo 
sent a ball that barely made its way 
over the left field fence to give the 
Hawkeyes a 5-3 lead.

 However, the Vikings made it close 
again. They used a seventh-inning 
single and fielder’s choice to plate 2 
runs to tie the game. 

 But that didn’t last long, either. 
The next time the Hawkeyes came 
to the plate, Adams sent a blast to 
left center that hit a light pole and 
bounced back into the outfield as the 
Hawkeyes took the lead for good.

 “I knew I hit it pretty well, but right 
when it hit something, I thought it 
hit off the wall, and I was like ‘Whoa, 
what happened there?’ ” Adams said. 
“Luckily enough, it got out and scored 
that run.”

 With Grand View being an NAIA 
opponent, it was closer than everyone 
in the Iowa program would’ve liked. 

But in the end, it wasn’t the final score 
that mattered, it was the victory.

 Still, Grand View is not a bad team. 

By ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

The hunt for consistent hitting 
continues. After Iowa’s 6-5 victory 
against Grand View, head coach 
Rick Heller still wanted depend-
ability in the hitting department.

“It starts when you show up at 
the ballpark,” Heller said. “Who 
knows, there’s probably a bunch of 
excuses we could make. We live to 
learn from it.”

The Hawkeyes registered 8 hits 
and 6 RBIs on the day. Two of those 
hits came from Austin Guzzo — in-
cluding a home run — but single-hit 
performances litter the box score.

Numerous players, such as Grant 
Judkins and Mason McCoy, failed 
to record a hit in each of their four 
opportunities at the plate.

Jake Adams and Robert Neustrom 
each only connected on a hit, but 
their damage came at the right time.

Adam’s home run in the seventh 
boosted Iowa over the top on the 
scoreboard, but Neustrom’s 3-run 
double in the third answered a 3-0 
Grand View run to tie the game.

“I think things just need to fall 
together a little better,” Neustrom 
said. “I think we need to stay con-
sistent, you know, keep the bats 
rolling, keep the runs coming in.”

What needs to change, he said, is 
that he and his teammates lock in 
at the plate.

After the series win against Pur-
due on Sunday, Heller wanted to 
see balanced hitting throughout 
his batting order and not just from 
his best hitters.

He said that for Iowa to compile 
a successful outing at the plate, his 
team needed to string together sta-
ble at-bats, especially from players 
towards the bottom of the lineup, 
who received numerous opportuni-
ties in the Purdue series but failed 
to capitalize.

Timely hits fueled the narratives 
behind both the series win against 
Purdue and the victory against 
Grand View.

When the Hawkeyes needed a hit 
the most, the batters came through.

Iowa aims to keep the hits flow-
ing throughout its contests — not 
just with the game on the line.

“There really wasn’t a lot of 
consistency,” Adams said. “There 
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Baseball ekes out a win And the 
hits don’t 
keep 
coming

By BLAKE DOWSON
blake-dowson@uiowa.edu

Riley McCarron was presumably done 
with football, at least in a sense of strap-
ping on shoulder pads and playing in 
front of thousands of people.

There was no draft buzz surrounding 
the undersized receiver from Dubuque. 
His 42 catches for 517 yards and 4 
touchdowns during his senior season 
certainly helped out the team, but 
any NFL scouts attending Iowa games 
weren’t there to see No. 83.

After graduating in December, Mc-
Carron accepted a job in Kansas City 
working in accounting. That’s a success 
story for most former walk-ons — earn 
a scholarship, make an impact on the 
team, then graduate with a good job 
lined up.

However, after McCarron’s perfor-
mance at Iowa Pro Day on Monday, 
there’s a chance he might be forced to 
put his accounting career on hold.

McCarron ran a 4.36 40-yard dash and 
jumped 40.5 inches on his vertical test.

“I had been to a couple Pro Days in the 
past here, so I knew what to expect,” Mc-
Carron said. “It felt good to run [the 40] 
… get the adrenaline going with all those 
scouts there.”

Once again, the scouts in attendance 
weren’t really in Iowa City to watch Mc-
Carron. They were there to watch C.J. 
Beathard, Desmond King, George Kittle, 
Jaleel Johnson, and other prototypical 
NFL athletes.

Scouts from every one of the 32 
teams in attendance were forced to 
take notice, however, when McCarron 
lit up the clock.

His 4.36 electronically timed 40 would 
have placed him third at the NFL Com-
bine this year, behind Washington’s John 
Ross and Ohio State’s Curtis Samuel. 
Ross set the Combine record by running 
a 4.22. Samuel ran a 4.31. Both could 
hear their names called in the first round 
of the NFL Draft.

McCarron’s vertical jump was the 
same, bested by only two wide receivers 
at the Combine.

The NFL never seemed the obvious 
next step for McCarron, who even into 
his senior season wasn’t a go-to pass 
catcher. It wasn’t until Matt VandeBerg 

was injured this past year that McCar-
ron became the No. 1 guy.

Playing professional football wasn’t on 
his mind at all. It should be now.

“I always kept my goals short term. 
When you reach a goal, you raise 
the bar a little bit higher and push 
yourself that way,” he said. “You just 
take it a little bit at a time. So I nev-
er thought too much about the NFL. 
It’s obviously a dream, but not until 
maybe my last year did it ever cross 
my mind.”

March Madness did not dis-
appoint anyone this year — the 
NCAA Tournament featured brack-
et-busting upsets and buzzer beat-
ers as usual. This year’s Final Four, 
however, is just a bit different com-
pared with years past.

Aside from North Carolina, the 
other three teams enter this week-
end unfamiliar with such high 
stakes, which poses the question: 
Which team will cut down the nets 
in the midst of confetti?

Gonzaga
For years, Mark Few and the 

Bulldogs have heard that they 
can’t win when it matters. Not on-
ly have they proven those remarks 
wrong by securing a spot in the Fi-
nal Four for the first time in school 
history, but this year they’ll take it 
a step further.

They’re going to win it all.
Leading up to the tournament, 

the overwhelming consensus was 
that Gonzaga’s 32-1 record was 
flawed because of a cakewalk 

Iowa’s Riley McCarron speaks with members of the media after Iowa’s Pro Day in the Hansen Iowa Football Perfor-
mance Center on Monday. Members of the Iowa football team who are eligible for the NFL Draft participated in Pro 
Day. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)

Iowa outfielder Robert Neustrom bumps fists with teammates after scoring a run against Grand View at Banks Field on Tuesday. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)

SEE BASEBALL, 8
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NFL suddenly discovers a gem POINT/COUNTERPOINT

Tar Heels 
or Dog 
Days?

2.0            3             3               2             1          3
3.0            3             0               0             0          3
1.1            1             2               1             1          1
2.2            0             0               0             0          3
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