
By MARISSA PAYNE | marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

The funding problems universities 
across the nation face may be solved by 
going “back to investing in the future.”

University of Iowa President Bruce Harreld 
made the case for investing in higher education 
at the Lincoln Project forum Thursday evening 
in the Pomerantz Center alongside three peo-
ple with backgrounds in higher education.

Harreld was joined by Mary Sue Coleman, 
former UI president and current president of 
the Association of American Universities; Jim 
Leach, former U.S. representative and interim 
director of the UI Museum of Art; and Phyllis 
Wise, a former University of Illinois-Urbana/
Champaign chancellor.

Particularly this year following the Iowa 
Legislature’s decision to reduce funding to the 
UI by $9.2 million, the UI community has be-
come quite familiar with the problem of state 
disinvestment in higher education.

Wise said public universities are educating 
the masses with roughly 75 percent of col-
lege-age students opting to attend public uni-
versities instead of private institutions, and 
many of them are especially reliant on finan-
cial support from the institutions they attend.

“There are more students who go to public 

universities who come from families where 
there is financial need,” she said. “The wealthi-
er families can afford to send their kids to [pri-
vate universities]. We are getting large num-
bers of students who also are first generation 
… and whose parents are still not financially 
well off.”

People send their kids to institutions of high-
er education, because the places provide stu-
dents with an opportunity to experience new 
things that prepare them for life and allow 
them to become better citizens, Harreld said.

“It feels like to me that we now view pub-
lic higher education as an expense to be min-
imized in the state, something to be squeezed 
because we don’t have the resources,” he said. 
“… When are we going to go back to investing 
in the future again? It seems to me these are 
amazingly huge opportunities for economic de-
velopment.”

While the state’s disinvestment in higher 
education funding has forced the UI to re-eval-
uate its financial-aid offerings, such as the 
Summer Hawk grant and legacy scholarships, 
among other things, Harreld said the universi-
ty could probably stand to not receive addition-
al state funding.
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By KIT FITZGERALD 
katherine-fitzgerald@uiowa.edu

In a poll conducted by 
the Des Moines Register, 69 
percent of respondents re-
ported being in favor of Io-
wan Secretary of State Paul 
Pate’s voter-ID legislation.

The legislation estab-
lishes the use of electronic 
poll books and a voter-ID 

system with signature ver-
ification, absentee-ballot 
verification, and post-elec-
tion audits.

“We are modernizing 
our elections,” Pate said. 
“That’s what this bill 
is about. Bringing the 
technology up to speed, 
streamlining the system 
and yes that will help se-
cure integrity and prevent 

voting fraud but more im-
portantly, human error.”

However, some organiza-
tions, including University of 
Iowa Student Government, 
are worried about the part of 
this bill that requires a new 
form of voter identification.

“Upgrades to technology 
are valuable and important 
and could potentially help, 
like they’re saying, to mod-

ernize the voting system in 
the state,” UISG President 
Rachel Zuckerman said. 
“But that doesn’t have to 
be done at the expense of 
the participation of college 
students, minorities, and 
other people.”

As the DI has previously 
reported, UI Law Associ-
ate Professor Paul Gowder 
said the two groups vot-

er-ID laws often tend to 
affect are indeed college 
students and minorities.

Rep. Ken Rizer, R-Cedar 
Rapids,who was involved 
in the crafting of the vot-
er-ID bill and managed 
it to the floor of the Iowa 
House, said that majority 
of Iowans’ support was be-
cause of the importance of 

By AJA WITT 
aja-witt@uiowa.edu

The Eastern Iowa Center for Worker 
Justice, 940 S. Gilbert Court, has seen a 
growing demand for its services follow-
ing the travel ban and Mexican border 
wall ordered by President Trump.

Mazahir Salih, a community organiz-
er for the center said Iowa City is home 
to a growing population of Latino and 
Sudanese Americans with “between 700 
to 900 [Sudanese] families” in the city.

The ban would effectively prevent en-
try into the United States for people from 
six majority-Muslim countries: Iran, Lib-
ya, Syria, Somalia, Yemen, and Sudan.

Out of what Salih said is “fear,” the cen-
ter is getting more business from Suda-
nese and Latino communities that have 
questions and concerns.

Former UI President Mary Sue Coleman talks to a group of people in the auditorium of the Pomerantz Center on Thursday. She discussed the Lincoln Project 
and answered questions with a panel consisting of current UI President Bruce Harreld, Phyllis Wise, and Jim Leach. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)
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By CHARLES PECKMAN
charles-peckman@uiowa.edu 

University of Iowa Student Govern-
ment President Rachel Zuckerman will 
graduate in May, and she wants her 
administration to leave the student 
government and the university with a 
parting gift, the first-ever UISG strate-
gic plan. 

The plan will be developed by a com-
mittee composed of three executives 
and five senators. 

Zuckerman, who has been involved 
with the organization since her freshman 
year, is dismayed by the repetition of cer-
tain problems in the governing body. 

“We have short-term problems most of 
the time,” she said. “So it’s difficult to view 
our organization with a long-term lens. 
We have to set goals so we are not tack-
ling the same issues four years from now.” 

UISG 
thinks 
strategically

SEE STRATEGIC, 2

A poll shows the majority of Iowans 
support new voter-ID legislation.

Academics discussed the significance of investing in higher education 
despite the challenges facing the nation’s public universities.



METRO BRIEFS
County moves ahead 
on plan

After completing its fifth public input 
session, the Johnson County Board of 
Supervisors prepares to construct its first 
ever comprehensive plan.

The supervisors completed that fifth 
session this week; the sessions gauged 

residents’ inputs on the county’s first ever 
comprehensive plan. 

The plan will be similar to the 
current land-use plan but will be 
more inclusive, said Supervisor Vice 
Chairman Mike Carberry.

They are on schedule to create the 
plan, which is expected to be finished 
by Jan. 1, 2018.

He noted that, in terms of planning, 
a growing county is different than a 
shrinking county.

“[Growth is] a good problem to have,” he 
said. “[It] also [means] a growing tax base.”

For the supervisors, he said, how the 
county manages growth is important. 

“I’m glad that Johnson County is 
the second-fastest growing county 

in the state,” he said.
When it comes to growth, however, he 

said, some people want to see more in the 
county and some people want to see less.

“Everyone has [her or his] own opinion,” 
he said. “On all these issues we’ve heard 
both sides — our job is to do the best thing 
for the county.”

— by Madeleine Neal
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Audience members file into Hancher on the evening of Thursday. Hancher featured the folk and spoken-word band Las Cafeteras from Los Angeles. (The Daily Iowan/Olivia Sun) 
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voting.
“I think Iowans just un-

derstand that the vote is 
such an important thing, it 
is a critical constitutional 
right that has to be protect-
ed,” he said. “It’s a condition-
al constitutional right, re-
served for U.S. citizens, Iowa 
residents over 18, non-fel-
ons, or felons who’ve had 
their voting rights restored.”

Pate agreed.
“Iowans are wanting 

more confidence in their 
elections process,” he said. 
“The voter-ID components 
are one of those things that 
make them more sure their 

votes are being counted.”
In response to concerns 

that some people will be lim-
ited from voting, Pate said 
there will be other options.

“Nobody will be turned 
away from the polling 
place if they are eligible; 
they’ll have an opportuni-
ty to vote,” Pate said. “If 
[voters] show up the with-
out IDs, government IDs, 
or their voter registration 
cards, we will give them 
some options how they can 
continue to vote, that be-
ing put on a tester or given 
a provisional ballot.”

However, Zuckerman 
said, this is not enough.

“A provisional ballot is not 
the same as a regular bal-
lot, and they should not try 
to sell it as such,” she said. 

“It does not carry the same 
weight in the voting process.”

Though Pate said the 
goal of the bill is to mod-
ernize the process and 
ensure Iowans know their 
votes count, Rizer said 
that voter fraud could po-
tentially be a concern.

 “I agree that we don’t 
have widespread election 
misconduct in the state of 
Iowa, but it does occur,” he 
said. “There might have 
been some discrepancies 
or problems in the absen-
tee voting, but there was 
no way to know because 
we didn’t check. The sys-
tem we have essentially 
has no checks at all.”

Zuckerman said voter 
fraud should not be a con-
cern, and people in the 

power have an obligation 
to say so. The majority of 
Iowans supporting this bill 
could be a result from this 
lack of clarification.

 “These are the people we 
should be able to trust. They 
should be talking about the 
fact that voter fraud is not 
an issue,” Zuckerman said. 
“They keep citing this pub-
lic-opinion data as a reason 
to do it, but they’re not cred-
iting themselves with being 
the reason the public opin-
ion is what it is.”

Pate said he is disappoint-
ed that people are trying to 
politicize the bill and make 
it a polarized topic.

“There are those who 
would prefer us to let ev-
eryone just walk in and 
vote. This is too import-

ant to do it that way,” he 
said. “Take politics out of 
this, and look at it from 
a technology standpoint 
and give Iowans what 
they expect, which is 
more both participation 

and integrity.”
Zuckerman said she wants 

middle ground, not polarization.
“The current bill is too 

black and white,” she said. 
“There is an in-between that 
the bill is missing.” 

“I’m not so sure from our 
state we need more money 
as much as predictability,” 
he said.

Coleman, however, said 
the state has an obliga-
tion to provide some base 
level of support, though 
she agreed with Harreld 
about the need to be bet-
ter entrepreneurs.

“I worry about saying, 
‘Well, you can walk away 
from that,’ because those 
resources are golden, be-
cause they are unrestrict-
ed funds,” she said.

Forming some sort of 
matching program among 
the state Legislature, feder-
al government, and private 
philanthropy might help 
universities, Coleman said.

The UI Foundation an-
nounced last month its 
“For Iowa. Forever More.” 
fundraising campaign 

raised nearly $2 billion. 
Since the announcement, 
coupled with the finan-
cial obstacles brought on 
by the funding cuts, there 
has been some pushback 
from the public on the 
way those donor dollars 
are spent. 

Ultimately, while phil-
anthropic support does 
help support universities, 
Coleman said it cannot re-
place state support.

“Most public research 
universities have dramat-

ically increased their phil-
anthropic efforts, and Iowa 
is very fortunate to have a 
long history with the Uni-
versity of Iowa Foundation 
raising private support,” 
she said. “… Even though 
the University of Iowa 
Foundation has a nice en-
dowment, and it does have 
a nice endowment, its en-
dowment spending per 
student because the scale 
of the institution is tiny, 
and it cannot currently re-
place what the state does.”

“The Sudanese commu-
nity … they are one of the 
[ones affected by the] execu-
tive order, the banned coun-
tries,” Salih said. “Now, they 
have a lot of questions, and 
they come here. We have 
a lot of Latinos and people 
from different countries who 
keep us very busy.”

To help with these ques-
tions and provide support 
for all Johnson County im-

migrants, the center seeks 
volunteers, or immigration 
responders. This response 
team would assist the cen-
ter during any emergency 
scenarios that might occur.

Michelle Hoehne, the 
center’s communications 
coordinator, said the immi-
gration responders would 
be responsible for trans-
lation, daycare services, 
food, and transportation, 
among other things.

“For families who have 
children, if something 
should happen where 
parents are taken while 

children are at school,” 
Hoehne said. “The type 
of transportation would 
be making sure those 
kids have somewhere 
to go, making sure they 
have food if their parents 
are gone.”

Should those parents 
need legal counsel while 
being detained, Hoehne 
said, the center also pro-
vides representation.

The center has been 
working with the Univer-
sity of Iowa Law Clinic 
and with lawyers who spe-
cialize in immigration at 

the UI and in Iowa City.
Yearly, the center, which 

has been operating in Io-
wa City since 2012 and 
was then known as the 
Immigrant Voices Project, 
works with a few hundred 
residents. But it regularly 
keeps up with around 30 
to 50 individuals from var-
ious ethnic backgrounds.

The center has three 
languages represented on 
its staff: English, Spanish, 
and Arabic, with one board 
member who speaks sev-
en languages, including 
French and Portuguese.

The formation of a UISG 
strategic plan was influenced 
by the implementation of a UI 
strategic plan, as well as plans 
created by other universities’ 
student governments.  

There are several core 
issues Zuckerman wish-
es to tackle, but account-
ability is one of the most 
important to her. 

“We can change the cul-
ture of the organization if 
we use [these] positions 
to the best of our ability,” 
she said. 

Zuckerman noted that 
a more efficient senator 

orientation and a stronger 
transition between adminis-
trations is important to the 
formation of the plan. 

“When we started the pro-
cess, it felt selfish right away 
to do this type of internal eval-
uation,” she said. “But house-
keeping is necessary to inspire 
future administrations.” 

UISG Vice President Lau-
ren Freeman agrees with 
Zuckerman about the neces-
sity of having a plan. For her, 
the plan represents a compre-
hensive discussion of the prob-
lems that currently plague the 
student government. 

Freeman is optimistic 
about the reaction the 
plan has sparked among 
UISG senators. 

“I think a lot of people 

have ideas, and a lot of peo-
ple are excited to share their 
feedback as well,” she said. 
“We want to take what we’ve 
learned and improve upon 
what we’ve done this year.” 

Zuckerman and Freeman 
understand the importance 
of a clean transition between 
administrations, which 
may pose problems for the 
plan’s implementation. 

“That’s part of our con-
versation now,” Freeman 
said. “We want to know 
what the best mechanism 
for implementation is.” 

UISG Sen. Lilián Sán-
chez, who is involved with 
the plan, said she is excited. 

“Because of my current 
position in internal affairs, I 
focus on the maintenance of 

the bylaws and constitution 
of UISG,” she said. “That is 
something we want to imple-
ment more of in the plan — 
we want to become a more ef-
ficient student government.”  

Sánchez said she wanted 
to commend the current ad-
ministration on the forma-
tion of the strategic plan. 

“Out of everyone, I am not 
surprised Rachel is the first 
president to implement a 
plan like this,” she said. 

A date for the comple-
tion of the plan is unclear 
at this point, but Zucker-
man and her administra-
tion wish to complete it by 
the end of the year. 

“This is something we’re 
definitely excited to imple-
ment,” she said.
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By JENNA LARSON
jenna-larson@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa 
is among a group of institu-
tions in a new federally fund-
ed center to counter and re-
search vector-borne diseases. 

The Upper Midwestern 
Center of Excellence in 
Vector-Borne Diseases is a 
collection of five states that 
use a $10 million grant from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention to 
research vector-borne dis-
eases. The others are Wis-

consin, Minnesota, Michi-
gan, and Illinois.

“I think … the Zika virus 
outbreak revealed a critical 
weakness in the disease 
response ability globally, 
so I think this was largely 
prompted by the Zika virus 
outbreak so we could be 
better prepared to respond 
to outbreaks like this,” said 
Bradley Blitvich, associate 
professor veterinary mi-
crobiology and preventa-
tive medicine at ISU.

According to the CDC, 
Iowa has one of the lowest 

number of reported cases of 
Zika virus with 27 “labora-
tory-confirmed symptomat-
ic Zika virus disease cases.” 

Vector-borne diseases, 
which include West Nile vi-
rus and Lyme disease, are 
transmitted by blood-suck-
ing mosquitos or ticks, said 
Lyric Bartholomay, an UI 
adjunct associate professor 
of epidemiology. 

“The University of Iowa 
in particular is exceptional-
ly important to us because 
[of] the Public Health In-
stitute in the state of Iowa, 

so [they] have a College of 
Public Health and the State 
Hygienic Laboratory, and 
through those two places, a 
lot of important things for 
our center will be happen-
ing,” Bartholomay said.

The Midwestern Center 
goals are to provide infor-
mation to the general public 
based on data collected on 
mosquitos and ticks in the 
five state areas, she noted. 

The research will help 
understand where ticks 
or mosquitos are, whether 
they are infected with any 

of the pathogens, and if 
they are infected with any-
thing new, she said.

“These things we are 
studying don’t comply with 
state boundaries, so we are 
trying to capture a regional 
picture instead,” she said.

The mosquito and tick 
species are unique in the 
upper Midwest, Blitvich 
said, noting that Lyme dis-
ease is a relative problem. 
“The Midwest has unique 
characteristics that make 
the Midwest a good place 
for such a grant,” he said.

For this grant, Ryan 
Smith, an ISU assistant 
professor of entomology, 
said Midwest states are 
hoping that by training 
students in the area, they 
will remain in the Mid-
west, which will improve 
response to diseases.

“And I think it’s really im-
portant to build up a base of 
people who are knowledge-
able not only in the Mid-
west but anywhere in the 
country,” he said. “I think 
that this grant enables us 
to build up that base.”

UI to research vector-borne diseases 

By JASON ESTRADA
jason-estrada@uiowa.edu

Best Buddies Internation-
al is dedicated to serving the 
intellectual- and developmen-
tal-disabilities communities 
by giving them opportunities.

Blake Campbell, the state 
director of Best Buddies Io-
wa, said the group provides 
one-on-one friendships and 
leadership development. It 
focuses on middle-school, 
high-school, college, and 
adult levels in which indi-

viduals with disabilities are 
matched with peers in the 
Iowa City community for a 
yearlong friendship.

“It’s a mutually beneficial 
friendship, it’s not a mentor-
ship, and each participant 
in those friendship matches 
are really looking for that 
mutual beneficial friendship 
and inclusion,” he said.

For individuals to be 
matched, they must find 
a chapter program. Each 
individual is matched or 
unmatched depending on 

the number of participants 
in the program to connect 
with a disabled person. 

“It’s an opportunity for 
them to build a friendship 
with someone,” he said. 
“It’s just with an individual 
with a disability that maybe 
they wouldn’t normally [be-
friend] in their day to day 
life find a way to connect to 
build a friendship with.”

The program holds events 
for fundraising to support 
and expand the program, to 
raise visibility and aware-

ness of identity in the com-
munity, and to build an 
inclusive and fun environ-
ment for everyone.

Campbell said Best Bud-
dies is trying to expand 
from 35 to 50 chapters and 
that there are opportunities 
in other communities for 
the program to grow.

Not only do the members 
aim to expand their program, 
but they also want to include 
an integrated employment 
opportunity and to find ways 
to grow the adult program.

Kathryn Garvey, the 
president of the University 
of Iowa Chapter, has been 
involved with the program 
when she was introduced to 
it in high school. 

“I have noticed an in-
crease of members who 
come to Best Buddies hav-
ing no prior experience 
with individuals with IDD. 
They’re no longer shy or 
standoffish in their inter-
actions,” she said. “They 
realize there is much more 
to people than their disabil-

ities and get to experience 
a truly genuine friendship.”

Her goal is to one day create 
a world in which people with 
disabilities are successfully 
integrated into an inclusive 
society in which the program’s 
services will not be needed.

Amanda Wilson, the vice 
president of the UI chapter, 
is in a one-on-one friendship. 

“Everybody deserves a 
friend, and Best Buddies 
does a wonderful job encour-
aging meaningful friend-
ships,” she said.

Winning the future with Best Buddies

By MADELEINE NEAL
madeleine-neal@uiowa.edu

The University of Io-
wa Search Committee as-
signed to finding the next 
vice president for Student 
Life has completed the posi-
tion’s job description and is 
placing its focus on adver-
tisement and recruitment. 

The committee, co-
chaired by Professor Ken-
neth Brown, the associate 
dean of undergraduate 
programs in the Tippie 
College of Business, and 
Laura McLeran, senior ad-
viser to the president and 
associate vice president 
for External Relations, are 
working to fill Tom Rock-
lin’s position before he re-
tires in July. 

Brown emphasized what 
he called a magic date: 
March 31. The committee 
is asking applicants who 
want full consideration to 
have information submit-
ted by the deadline. 

Between now and March 
31, the committee will fo-
cus on an advertising and 
recruiting plan.

“[We will be] distribut-
ing the nomination form 
on campus and off cam-
pus,” Brown said. “[There 
will be] a whole lot of ad-
vertising and recruiting.”

The co-heads said the 
committee will start 
making decisions during 
the first week in April. 
In the meantime, Brown 

said the committee is a 
fantastic group.

“We want to spread the 
nomination form wherever 
we can,” he said.  “We want 
to know who people think 
is right [for the position.]”

McLeran said the com-
mittee is working to have 
candidates on campus by 
the first week of May. 

“We’re grateful that our 
committee members spend 
time with us here,” she 
said. “[We will be] getting 
the word out [and] encour-
aging folks to take a look.” 

Sarah Hansen, the asso-
ciate vice president for the 
Division for Student Life, 
said she has been really 
impressed with how open 
and collaborative the pro-
cess has been.

As a member of the com-
mittee, Hansen said, she 
hopes to see a candidate 
who has a vision and who 
can lead strategically.

“It’s an incredibly at-
tractive position,” she said. 
“[There are] so many rea-
sons someone would want 
to [take on this position.]”

Hansen noted that 
some of the committee’s 
conversations have been 
about inclusion.

“[We want to] focus on 
how [to make our] campus 
as inclusive as possible,” 
she said.

She said she also hopes to 
see skills in leadership, diver-
sity, and multiculturalism. 

The committee, she said, 
has worked hard to stay on 
its timeline. Committee mem-

bers said they want prospec-
tive candidates on campus by 
the end of the spring semester.

“We want [candidates] to see 
this campus the way we see 
it,” she said, “when it’s alive.”

The committee will 
meet again after spring 
break on March 21.

VP search continues with job description

UI Vice President for Student Life Tom Rocklin speaks during a farewell reception for Provost P. Barry Butler in Hancher’s Stanley Cafe on 
March 1. Butler has been named Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University’s new president. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)
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Baroque tax code 
leads to less funding 

It’s hard to stave off 
the urge to yawn when 
researching tax policy. 
David Foster Wallace com-
mitted suicide while writ-
ing a novel about the IRS 
— confounded by, among 
other things, the ques-
tion of how to accurately 
convey the massive sense 
of boredom inherent in 
the subject. But hold that 
thought: There are real 
solutions to our tax prob-
lems out there.

On March 3, guest col-
umnist John Macatee shed 
some light on a question 
many of us should ask: 
Why is the Iowa Legisla-
ture failing to fund Iowa 
schools and universities? 
The commonsense answer 
would be: We don’t have 
the money. But why don’t 
we have the money?

Macatee drew attention 
to a landmark tax-reform 
measure passed in 2014. 
The reform was a major cut 
in property taxes, not just 
for businesses but for res-
idential properties as well. 
The reform was opposed by 
some as “excessive,” but it 
went through anyway.

Assessing the effect of 
anything in economics is 
a slippery fish. Neverthe-
less, the main thrust of 
Macatee’s argument, that 
there is a direct relation-
ship between the 2014 
tax cut and the lack of 
funding for schools, seems 
plausible, if slightly off the 
mark. A report from the Io-
wa League of Cities shows 
that, for 2016, schools are 
the primary recipient of 
property-tax revenues; 41 
percent of property tax-
es go to K-12 schools. The 
report also shows only 24 
percent of property tax-
es come from commercial 
properties, while 54 per-
cent come from residential 
properties. If the 2014 tax 
cut is responsible for de-
clining revenue, it doesn’t 
look like we can only blame 
corporate businesses. Res-
idential property owners 

and small businesses have 
benefited as well.

Macatee’s column does 
correctly point to the larg-
er issue, however: taxes. 
The 2014 tax cut is merely 
an instance of a tax system 
in need of a major over-
haul. Declining state rev-
enues have led to budget 
reductions. Republicans, 
against the advice of Gov. 
Terry Branstad, have been 
“looking” into possible 
solutions. But it is not the 
specific 2014 tax cut that 
is on their minds so much 
as the entire baroque sys-
tem of exemptions, credits, 
and loopholes that have 
eroded the tax base.

If government is poorly 
funded, corruption seeps 
in, and in the long run, 
we spend more. Taxes are 
how the government gets 
its money. As taxpayers, 
we want our dollars to go 
as far as they can. An effi-
cient tax system is in the 
interests of everyone.

An independent re-
search group, the Tax 
Foundation, has prepared 
a 127-page report, pub-
lished just last year, de-
tailing both the current 
state of the Iowa tax code 
— abysmal — as well as 
a “menu” of options for 
reform. The report bodes 
well and should be taken 
seriously by Iowa lawmak-
ers and citizens alike.

Another resource worth 
looking into is the Iowa 
Fiscal Partnership, a non-
profit that is a great re-
source for keeping track 
of the state economy. It 
delves into more details 
than your average paper, 
without the head-spinning 
analyses that the novice 
will find deathly boring.

The Partnership has 
shown, using Iowa De-
partment of Revenue data, 
that a single tax credit, the 
Research Activities Credit, 
cost Iowa taxpayers $49.1 
million — which means 
that the $40 million in-
crease for schools could 
have been doubled by elim-
inating this one credit.

Ultimately, there seems 
to be at least some agree-
ment that the tax code 
in Iowa needs a serious 
overhaul. As budgets 
continue to be cut, public 
outcry can hopefully be 
directed toward the right 
issue: tax reform.

I pocket-dialed my 
mother last night while I 
was heating up packaged 
lasagna in the microwave. 
I heard a tiny “Hello? 
Hello?” coming from my 
jeans and took a second 
to realize that my moth-
er was trying to initiate a 
conversation with my leg. 
When I finally pressed 
the phone to my ear, an 
accidental phone call 
turned into a 20-minute 
discussion in which she 
pressed me about job ap-
plications. The longer we 
talked, the dizzier I felt. 
Between the anxiety that 
coincides with applying 
for “real world jobs” and 
the rhythmically spin-
ning plate of lasagna il-
luminated before me, I 
thought I might be sick.

I will graduate from col-
lege in two months with 
a B.A. in creative writing 
and English. I will grad-
uate with two full-length 
plays under my belt, about 
a dozen 10-minute plays 
and one-acts, a plethora 
of nonfiction essays, an 
hour-long television pilot, 
a few sit-com scripts, and 
a musical. It’s nearly im-
possible to graduate with 
a B.A. in creative writing 
without an impressive-
ly sized portfolio. I have 
spent my entire college 
career writing, all the 
time, no matter what. And 
yet, I feel embarrassingly 
unprepared to embark on 
a career as a writer.

When my mother asked 
about my job applications, 
I was overcome with a 
wave of anxiety because I 
did not know what to tell 
her. My writing classes 
at the University of Io-
wa have done an exem-
plary job of helping me 
develop my craft. What 
they have failed to do, 
however, is prepare me 
for a career as a writer 
following graduation.

The fact is there are a 
myriad of possible careers 
for writers. A writer could 
be hired as a copywriter 
for an advertising agency 
or a contributor for a mag-
azine or newspaper; she 
could write for television, 
land a gig as a speechwrit-
er, or enter the nonprofit 
arena as a grant writer. 
The possibilities are end-
less because there is not 
a single field that does not 
employ the written word 
in some fashion.

Even so, as a fourth-
year writing student, I 
have yet to have a teach-
er address the class about 
our futures as writers. I 
have yet to have a profes-
sor show me how to create 
a writer’s résumé. I have 
yet to hear the words “cov-
er letter” mentioned at all.

When I began applying 
for writer’s fellowships 
last month (all of which 
I discovered on my own; 
I had never had a profes-
sor mention fellowships 
before), every application 
asked for a link to my writ-
er’s website along with a 
résumé and cover letter. 

I am now in the process 
of creating my own web-
site, but in my four years 
studying writing at one of 
the top writing programs 
in the country, I did not 
even realize I needed one.

My writing classes have 
immensely helped me to 
grow as a writer, and I am 
forever grateful for the su-
perior education I received 
here. Still, it is the job of 
the university to prepare 
its undergraduate stu-
dents for life after college. 
At the end of each semes-
ter, I should leave my cre-
ative writing, classes not 
only with a finished piece 
of writing but also an idea 
of what to do with it.

All we ask from our 
teachers is for guidance 
regarding our futures. 
When my mother inter-
rupts my late-night snack 
with questions about 
my future, I should be 
stressed because of my 
understandable anxiety 
over being on the cusp 
of entering a competi-
tive field, not because I 
am feeling clueless about 
where even to begin.

Creative-writing students 
not prepared for post-grad life 
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When people think of 
minimum-wage work-
ers, they often imagine  
teenager, living with 
their parents, working 
to earn extra spending 
money. But according 
to the Economic Policy 
Institute, 88 percent 
of U.S. minimum-wage 
workers are not teens 
— they’re 20 or older, 
and 36 percent of them 
are 40 or older.

In today’s America, 
the minimum-wage 
worker cliché of a 
high-schooler flipping 
Big Macs on the week-
ends has turned into 
the 35-year-old single 
mother struggling to 
put food on the table. 
Working full-time at 
$7.25 an hour barely 
scratches the surface 
of maintaining a basic 
standard of living — 
but that doesn’t seem 
to matter much to cer-
tain Iowa lawmakers.

Last month, House 
Republicans began 
pushing for a bill that 
would enforce a state-
wide $7.25 minimum 
wage, revoking local 
governments’ ability 
to set their own mini-
mum wages. If signed 
into law, HSB92 would 
rescind minimum wage 
increases approved in 
Johnson, Linn, and Wa-
pello Counties, as well 
as cancel Polk County’s 
scheduled increase. 
The House Local Gov-
ernment Committee 
held a public hearing 
on the bill on Monday, 
filled with disappoint-
ed Iowa workers and 
approving business 
owners alike.

The fact is, an Amer-

ican full-time work-
er making $7.25 an 
hour is guaranteed to 
live barely above the 
poverty line for one 
person of $12,060, ac-
cording to the U.S. 
Department of Health 
and Human Services 
Poverty Guidelines 
for 2017. In a country 
that prides itself so 
greatly in the “Amer-
ican Dream,” the idea 
that you can achieve 
anything through 
hard work, such a dis-
mal minimum wage is 
a point of disgusting 
irony. Minimum wage 
is more than just the 
lowest legal hourly 
pay. Established by 
the Fair Labor Stan-
dards Act of 1938, it 
is a fundamental labor 
standard designed to 
protect workers from 
exploitation due to the 
inherent power imbal-
ance between employ-
ers and low-income 
workers. Twenty-nine 
states have recognized 
this and raised their 
minimum wages above 
the federal $7.25 an 
hour; Iowa’s has re-
mained at $7.25 since 
2008. So how high 
should it be? There’s 

no perfect answer, 
but purchasing pow-
er, wage growth, and 
productivity growth 
indicate that $7.25 is 
dangerously low, and 
if enforced as a state-
wide standard, would 
be a serious step back 
for low-income work-
ers in counties where 
the minimum wage 
has been increased.

There’s a wide-
spread fear among pol-
iticians and business 
owners alike that in-
creasing the minimum 
wage would kill jobs. 
However, studies con-
ducted by economists 
over the last few years 
have told a different 
story. According to a 
2010 study conducted 
at UC-Berkeley, in-
creasing the minimum 
wage had “no adverse 
employment effects” 
across state borders. 
And a 2013 report by 
the Center for Eco-
nomic and Policy Re-
search found that “the 
minimum wage has 
little or no discern-
ible effect on the em-
ployment prospects 
of low-wage workers.” 
Finally, economists 
in a 2015 report from 

the research institute 
Integrity Florida cit-
ed several reasons in-
creasing the minimum 
wage generally does 
not cost jobs: increased 
pay encourages great-
er spending, creates 
higher demand, and, 
in turn, hires more 
workers. Additionally, 
a higher wage “may 
make it easier to at-
tract applicants and 
results in less turnover 
of workers, lowering 
costs of employers.”

The bottom line is, 
we need people doing 
these jobs. They de-
serve to work in this 
country with dignity. 
And research shows 
doing the human thing 
and providing them 
with that does not sig-
nificantly hurt jobs — 
in fact, it creates more 
jobs, more business, 
and more spending. 
The question lawmak-
ers at the state and 
federal levels should 
ask is not whether 
workers deserve to 
make more than $7.25 
an hour, but why, with 
economists’ findings, 
they should be forced 
to live on so little in 
the first place.

Minimum wage should 
be a livable wage in Iowa

COLUMN
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A Casey’s employee washes dishes in the kitchen during a night shift on June 20, 2016. Casey’s General Stores, a 
popular convenience-store chain, is well-known for its pizza. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)
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Despite its current re-
cord and losing streak, 
the Iowa softball team’s 
energy and expectations 
have not wavered.

The Hawkeyes will try 
to end their 12-game losing 
streak and win their first 
game in March this week-
end at the Jayhawk Invi-
tational in Lawrence, Kan-
sas. Iowa will go up against 
Drake, Missouri-Kansas 
City, and Kansas.

Drake and Kansas 
are familiar foes for the 

Hawkeyes; this year will be 
the first time the Hawkeyes 
will face Missouri-KC.

“Kansas, they’re a good 
Big 12 team, and we need 
to go down into their house 
and wreak a little havoc,” 
head coach Marla Looper 
said. “Not to mention UM-
KC, it’s in their backyard, 
and we have great oppor-
tunities sitting in front of 
us. The challenge is taking 
advantage of those opportu-
nities and setting ourselves 
up for chance of success.”

When the Hawkeyes com-
peted in the Judi Garman 
Classic March 2, they had 

an up and down weekend. 
In their games against top-
10 opponents, the Hawkeyes 
failed to take advantage 
of the opportunities given 
to them, but they played 
significantly better in Sat-
urday’s games. The energy 
they had for Saturday’s 
games is something they 
hope they will be able to car-
ry over for future games.

“The first day against 
Florida and Washington, I 
kind of took it to myself as 
an embarrassment,” red-
shirt senior Shayla Starken-
burg said. “I knew that we 
could play better than that, 

so coming out on Saturday 
I just wanted to give it my 
all and give the team my 
all, so I went out there and 
was ready to attack against 
Arizona State. I think that 
helped our team out a little 
bit, helped them get a little 
bit more confidence as well, 
and I think if we carry that 
over the rest of this year, 
we’re going to be sitting 
pretty good in conference.”

That confidence and high 
energy typically comes 
when the Hawkeyes have 
a fast start. It almost seems 
as if the Hawkeyes are two 
different teams based on 

whether they score first 
or not. For senior Kaitlyn 
Mullarkey, scoring first 
is what leads to success 
and victories.

“I think we need to come 
out firing and not on our 
heels,” Mullarkey said. 
“Obviously, we haven’t had 
the success that we want, 
and we’re definitely capa-
ble of being successful, so 
I think we need to come 
out with that fire and score 
first right away.”

No matter what their re-
cord is, the Hawkeyes will 
continue to keep their en-
ergy up and will continue to 

fight in each game.
“We have a lot of season 

to turn this record around, 
but even still if we grow 
from it and build from it, 
the season will still be a 
success,” Looper said.

The Jayhawk Invitation 
kicks off the Hawkeyes’ 
spring break games. Later 
in the week, the Hawkeyes 
will be competing against 
Missouri in a double-head-
er on March 15. This will be 
followed by the Hawkeye In-
vitational on March 18. This 
will also be the first time 
that Iowa will compete at 
home this season.

Softball regroups for invitational

By JESS WESTENDORF
jessica-westendorf@uiowa.edu

Men’s Golf
The Iowa men’s golf 

team opens up its 
spring-break slate at the 
Chechessee Creek Club 
Dual in Okatie, South 
Carolina, in a one-day 
tournament on March 12.

Iowa will face off 
against Michigan State 
as a part of the dual.

The Hawkeyes lineup 
will be completed Satur-

day after the qualifying 
round. The best five scores 
will make the cut.

At the Big Ten Match 
Play Championship, Iowa 
defeated Indiana and No. 
1 seed Michigan State in 
the first two rounds. Io-
wa finished the event in 
fourth place. 

Senior Raymond Knoll 
and sophomore Matthew 
Walker led Iowa at the 
tournament, both recording 
three wins in four rounds. 

Freshman Alex Schaake 
forced a comeback to pick up 
two wins — Schaake came 

back from a 4-down deficit 
through 10 holes to defeat 
Michigan State as well as 
Penn State in the third round. 

After the Hawkeyes 
come back from South 
Carolina, they will focus 
on on their next challenge, 
the Schenkel Invitational.

That invitational will 
be a three-day tour-
nament March 17-19 
hosted by Vanderbilt in 
Statesboro, Georgia. 

Women’s Golf
The Iowa’s women’s 

golf team will travel 
to St. George, Utah to 
compete in the Entrada 
Classic hosted by BYU 
on March 13-14.

In the first and second 
rounds, Iowa will tee off 
at 8:30 a.m. at the Snow 
Canyon Country Club. 

Last time out, the 
Hawkeyes took fifth at 
the Westbrook Spring In-
vitational.

Freshman Sophie Liu 
took control for Iowa and 
registered a 10th-place 
finish with a total of 215 
(1-under). Liu shone, 

making par on 13 holes 
and adding two birdies 
on holes 2 and 14. 

Her 10th-place finish ties 
the seventh-best 54-hole 
score in Iowa history. 

Other Hawkeyes to look 
for are junior Jessica Ip and 
senior Jessie Sindlinger. 

At the Westbrook, they 
tied for 16th. 

Ip finished the tourna-
ment at even par and re-
corded 41 holes at or below 
par during the tournament. 

Sindlinger shot a 2-un-
der par 70 in the final 
round of the tournament 

to bring her to even par 
for the finish. She shot 
par on 12 holes, two bird-
ies on holes 7 and 14, and 
an eagle on hole 5.

The lineup for the 
Entrada has not been 
released, but Iowa will 
have five players compet-
ing in the tournament.

This will be the only 
tournament the team 
competes in over the 
break. The Hawkeyes 
will look forward to the 
March Mayhem in Ran-
cho Santa Fe, California, 
on March 20-22. 

Golfers heading to South Carolina

By JESS WESTENDORF
jessica-westendorf@uiowa.edu

Women’s Gymnastics

The No. 16 Iowa wom-
en’s gymnastics team 
will start of its spring-
break schedule at home 
with the Big Five Meet 
on Saturday at 3 p.m. in 
Carver-Hawkeye. 

No. 11 Michigan, Penn 
State, Rutgers, and Min-
nesota will compete — the 
meet will determine seed-
ing for the teams going into 
the Big Ten Women’s Gym-
nastics Championships. 

“I’m looking forward to 
seeing how we measure up 
to everyone else in the Big 
Ten that we haven’t seen 

so far this season,” head 
coach Larissa Libby said 
in a release. “To be in a 
postseason meet like this 
is such a different atmo-
sphere. I think it will be 
really exciting. I’m inter-
ested to see the level that 
we can go to.”

The top-three teams 
at the Big Five Meet will 
earn the 4 p.m. night ses-
sion spot at the Big Ten 
Championships in Pis-
cataway, New Jersey, on 
March 18. The last two 
teams will be automat-
ically given the 11 a.m. 
morning session. 

Heading into Saturday’s 
meet, the GymHawks have 
a record of 12-5, 4-1 Big 
Ten. Iowa is tied for first in 

the Big Ten.
Michigan will comes in 

ranked No. 11 in the na-
tion with an average score 
of 197.595. Michigan joins 
Iowa in the tie for first 
place in the Big Ten, 8-3 
overall, 4-1 conference. 

Minnesota is ranked 34th 
in the nation and fifth in the 
Big Ten, Penn State is also 
ranked 34th but is current-
ly in seventh place. Rut-
gers rounds out the group 
ranked 46th nationally and 
eighth place in the Big Ten. 

Iowa is coming off of its 
12th win, against Iowa 
State on March 4 in the Cy-
Hawk Series with a season 
high score of 196.725. 

Going into this weekend, 
the GymHawks will use its 

whole roster as well as the 
four Hawkeyes ranked in the 
top 10 in the Big Ten. Mollie 
Drenth ranks second in the 
all-around with a 39.245 and 
tied for 10th on beam (9.855).

“The pinnacle of success 
all year that we have been 
working toward is to get to a 
197, and I think we are com-
pletely capable of that,” Lib-
by said in a release. “I will 
be ecstatic if we get to that 
197 mark, because I think 
it will be vindication for ev-
erything the team has been 
working for all year and 

justification of where we be-
lieve our potential lies.”

Men’s Gymnastics
Head Coach JD Reive 

and the No. 8 Iowa men’s 
gymnastics team will travel 
to Minneapolis to compete 
in a tri-meet on Saturday 
against No. 5 Minnesota 
and No.15 Arizona State. 
It will be the only meet 
for the Hawkeyes during 
spring break.

Last time out, Iowa had 
two gymnasts take home 

two titles and one run-
ner-up title. Junior Dylan 
Ellsworth took home the 
title on the vault with a 
season-best of 14.800. 

Freshman Andrew 
Herrador won the event 
on high bar with a sea-
son-best of 14.150, and 
senior Andrew Botto fin-
ished second on the all-
around with a season best 
of 81.850.

After this weekend’s 
meet, the Hawkeyes will re-
turn to Carver-Hawkeye on 
March 20 to face Nebraska. 

Gymnastics set for break schedule
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Being Irish, he had an abiding sense of tragedy, which sustained him
through temporary periods of joy. — William Butler Yeats

KRUIprogramming

DAILYBREAK

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit details to the link
through the Daily Break button on our website.

• Joao Paolo Casarotti, piano lecture 
recital, 1:30 p.m., Voxman Recital Hall
• Mellon Sawyer Lecture, Sabine Schmidt-
ke, 1:30 p.m., 2520D University Capitol Center
• Christine Tithecott, pianist/lecturer, 3 
p.m., Voxman Recital Hall
• DeLTA Center Colloquium, Tracy Riggins, 
3:30 p.m., 2520D University Capitol Center
• William Whipple, pianist/lecturer, 4 p.m., 
Voxman Recital Hall
• Christine Tithecott Piano Masterclass, 5 
p.m., Voxman Concert Hall
• Korean Cooking Class Series, King Sejong 
Institute, 5:30 p.m., 1117 University Capitol 
Center; please RSVP sejong@uiowa.edu
• “Physics of GPS and the Internet,” 
Physics/Astronomy Demo Show, Van Allen 
Lecture Room 1
• Piano Alumni Concert, Grethe Nothling, 
7:30 p.m., Voxman Concert Hall
• Kenneth Tse Saxophone Faculty Recital, 
7:30 p.m., Voxman Recital Hall
• Eckman/Flowers Dance Thesis Concert, 
8 p.m., Space/Place
• Welcome to Thebes, Mainstage Series, 8 
p.m., Theater Building Thayer Theater

Friday, March 10, 2017 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes

DOONESBURY by Garry Trudeau 

DILBERT® by Scott Adams

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley Miller

Very Poor or Very Privileged?

·  I walk or bike pretty
   much everywhere.

·  Don’t throw that out. I can prob
 -ably turn it into something.

·   I really can’t afford to take a sick 
day right now.

·   “Orange is the New Black” 
really speaks to me.

·   I live in a tiny house.

·   We’ll be down at the soup 
kitchen this Thanksgiving.

·   I have to stop by Goodwill on 
the way home from work.

·   Are you finished with 
the newspaper?

·   I’m thinking about a protest vote.

·   All my favorite jeans have 
holes in them.

·   Is there any meat in this?

·   Oh, we don’t own a TV.

·   I practically live in my car.

·   What are we gonna do for 
Christmas this year?

·   I only eat vegetables I 
grow myself.

·   Government is always trying to       
   screw over people like me.

Andrew R. Juhl is privileged to 
have so many poor friends.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Make plans to do something with your partner or someone 
you love. A day trip, shopping spree, or just hanging out and enjoying one another’s 
company will bring about a positive attitude and lead to future plans. Aim to please.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Change the way you do things, or get involved in some-
thing that will challenge you physically and make you strive to live a healthier lifestyle. 
Make a special effort to get along well with others.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Put more effort into your personal relationships. You can 
stabilize your life and ease any insecurity you are feeling by addressing issues that leave 
you feeling uncertain. It’s up to you to make the choices that can improve your life.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Someone from your past will want to reconnect. Proceed with 
caution or with the intent to resolve unfinished business. Choose using your intellect instead 
of brute force. Don’t limit what you can do. Believe in your ability to become successful.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don’t get angry; get moving. It’s up to you to make the adjust-
ments needed to ensure that you get what you want. Refuse to let your emotions hold 
you back. Channel your energy in a positive, constructive manner.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Take action, and put your plans into motion. The changes 
you want to see happen will only unfold if you put in the time and effort. Let insight and 
adaptability guide you toward a better lifestyle and brighter future.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Put more energy into helping others. Taking action and living 
up to your promises will encourage others to do the same. Don’t sit idle when emotional 
and physical input will help you bring about positive changes.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Express your ideas explicitly, and someone will help you 
turn your dream into a reality. Your intuition will encourage you to develop something 
you’ve been thinking about doing for a long time. Trust and invest in yourself.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): A change in the way you live will add to your content-
ment. A physical change will make you look and feel your best. Love and romance are 
highlighted, along with making a commitment to someone special.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Make the changes that suit you. Taking on an unrealistic 
financial commitment will not improve your situation. Do what works best for you, and 
refuse to let anyone persuade you otherwise. Ease your stress, don’t add to it.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Partnerships will undergo a positive change if you express 
the way you feel. Do your best to move forward in a positive manner. Change can be good 
if everyone is given an equal opportunity and is willing to adapt.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Stand up and be counted. Don’t let anyone outsmart or 
outshine you when it comes to work, reputation, and personal accomplishments. Follow 
your inner voice, and you will find a way to outmaneuver any opponent who challenges you.

6

 •F•R•I•D•A•Y•
MIDNIGHT-1 a.m. CROWE’S NEST
8-9 a.m. MORNING DRIVE
9-10 a.m. NEWS @ NINE
10:30-11 a.m. LOCAL ON THE ARTS
NOON-12:15 p.m. NEWS @ NOON 
12:30-1 p.m. SHRINK RAP
1-2 p.m. CHICAGO RUNDOWN
2-3 p.m. NBA SHOW
5-6 p.m. NEWS @ FIVE
6-8 p.m. SMOKIN’ GROOVES
8-9 p.m. TRADEMARK JOYRIDE 
9-10 p.m. WHAT’S UP WITH MUSIC?
10-11 p.m. SPEAK EASY 
11 p.m.-MIDNIGHT PIXEL HUNT
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By CARTER MELROSE
carter-melrose@uiowa.edu

With two Big Ten cham-
pions and many shattered 
school records, the Iowa in-
door track finale is likely to 
be exciting as well. Starting 
today and ending Saturday 
the NCAA Indoor Champi-
onships will take place in 
College Station, Texas.

This year has definitely 
been a notable one, worthy 
of being made into a scrap-
book. But this is the entire 
country we are talking 
about, and Iowa, as of March 
6, ranks just 16th on the 
men’s side and unranked on 

the women’s side in Divi-
sion 1. That means there 
is a lot of talent attending 
this party.

Iowa athletes participating
 The Iowa men will have 

four individuals competing 
at the NCAAs, as well as the 
4x400 meter relay team of 
Emmanuel Ogwo, DeJuan 
Frye, Collin Hofacker, and 
Mar’Yea Harris. That relay 
heads to College Station 
with the sixth-fastest time 
in the country this season.

Aaron Mallett will try 
for a national title in the 
60-meter hurdles; he comes 

in with the third-fastest 
time. The two-time Big 
Ten champion is one of 
the favorites heading in-
to the event.

Harris will compete in the 
400 meters in addition to 
the relay. He also has a shot 
at earning Iowa quite a few 
points; he enters the NCAAs 
with the fourth-fastest time 
in the country.

O’Shea Wilson will 
compete in the long jump, 
where he ranks 10th this 
season, and Carter Lilly 
will run the 800 meters, 
in which he ranks 12th.

The women will send 
two athletes to College 

Station, and both are 
good bets to score points 
for the Hawkeyes.

Brittany Brown, a Big 
Ten champion in the 200 
meters, will compete in that 
race at NCAAs. She ranks 
fourth in the country.

Jahisha Thomas will 
also make the trip for Io-
wa, and she ranks 11th 
in the long jump.

Team to watch: Florida (No. 1 
for men, No. 11 for women)

As in most college sports, 
the teams that thrive the 
most are the ones with 
Olympic talent. These are 

the type of athletes that 
Florida possesses. One 
is true freshman Grant 
Holloway, who ranks 
first in the 60-meter hur-
dles and second in the 
long jump.

Team to watch: Oregon 
(Ranked No. 3 for men, No. 1 
for women)

With all of the glitz 
and glam that goes along 
with Oregon athletics, 
the track team backs it 
up. Oregon has histori-
cally (and that history is 
on-going) been one of the 
best teams in the country. 

That’s no different this 
season, as both the men 
and women rank in the 
top three.

Short and middle dis-
tance is the reason Oregon 
ranks first in the country 
on the women’s side. Bol-
stered by Hannah Cunliffe 
and Deajah Stevens, who 
are No. 1 and No. 2 in the 
country in the 200 meters. 
Then there’s Raevyn Rog-
ers, the crowning jewel 
of Oregon track over the 
last three years. Rogers 
is a three-time 800-meter 
champion, and she expects 
to add some more hard-
ware to her collection.

Track heads to nationals with some high hopes

By NICHOLAS MOREANO
nicholas-moreano@uiowa.edu

The Iowa women’s tennis 
team will host Indiana at 10 
a.m. Saturday at the Hawk-
eye Tennis & Recreation 
Complex, then face Old 
Dominion at 12:30 p.m. on 
March 13 at the Folkes-Ste-
vens Tennis Center in Nor-
folk, Virginia.

For the Hawkeyes, the 
Hoosiers will be their sec-
ond Big Ten opponent of 
the season.

Last weekend the 
Hawkeyes lost in a compet-
itive match against Mary-
land, 5-2.

Against the Terrapins, 
five out of six singles match-
es went into a third set.

Despite losing to the 
Terrapins, Iowa head 
coach Sasha Schmid be-
lieves the team took home 
some positives.

“We can take away the 
confidence knowing that 
we are right there from a 
skills level,” she said. “We 
can get better with our de-
cision-making and the way 

we handle those pressure 
moments, but that’s all 
great stuff, and we can work 
on that.”

The Hawkeyes will 
need to work on handling 
those pressure moments 
if they want to defeat the 
Hoosiers and get their 
first Big Ten victory since 
March 29, 2015, when the 
Hawkeyes defeated Ne-
braska, 4-3.

The Hoosiers will head 
into Saturday’s matchup 
on a four-game winning-
streak. They also lead in 
the all-time series with the 
Hawkeyes, 33-10.

The most recent time the 
two schools faced each other 
was last seasonin Blooming-
ton, Indiana; the Hoosiers 
defeated the Hawkeyes, 4-3.

After the match against 
Indiana, the Hawkeyes 
have only two nonconfer-
ence opponents left in their 
schedule, Old Dominion and 
No.38 Florida  International 
on March 18.

The nine remaining op-
ponents are all in the Big 
Ten: Wisconsin, Minnesota, 

Illinois, No. 32 Northwest-
ern, No. 2 Ohio State, Penn 
State, No. 4 Michigan, Mich-
igan State, and Nebraska.

Junior Montana Craw-
ford said it will be vital 
for the team to get some 
quality wins before head-
ing into conference play.

“I think it’s going to be 
really important to get the 
win against this Indiana 
team and then we will have 
Old Dominion and Florida 
International,” Crawford 
said. “I think Florida In-
ternational will be a tough 
team as well, but it will 
definitely be important to 
get Indiana under our belts 
for confidence.”

Fellow junior Anastasia 
Reimchen also knows of the 
importance of trying to win 
every match, especially in 
the conference.

“Every single one of them 
is very important; you want 
to make the Big Ten Tourna-
ment at the end,” Reimchen 
said. “So that puts a little bit 
more pressure on every sin-
gle one of us.”

Regardless of the outcome 

against the Hoosiers, the 
Hawkeyes must be ready 
for the program’s first 
match against the Mon-
archs (8-4), who have two 
ranked players. 

Freshman Holly Hutchin-
son is ranked No. 84 and 
junior Borislave Botusha-
rova No. 89 in singles.

The Monarchs are on a 
two-game winning streak 

after they defeated West-
ern Michigan, 5-1. Both the 
Hawkeyes and Monarchs 
have wins over the Broncos 
this season.

Women’s tennis preps for second Big Ten match

half, in which Indiana 
outscored Iowa 52-33.

Bohannon, who had 
five 3s in the first half, 
only managed to hit one 
of his four attempts from 
deep in the second.

Both Bohannon’s and 
Pemsl’s double-doubles 
were the first of their ca-
reers, and Bohannon tied 
Iowa’s Big Ten Tournament 
record with his 10 dimes.

Meanwhile, senior 
Peter Jok mustered 9 
points in an off-shooting 
afternoon (4-of-11 from 
the field), compared with 
his 21-point performance 
against Penn State, in 
which he hit four of his 
five 3-point shots.

“They were real-
ly keyed in the whole 
game,” Jok said. “I wasn’t 
trying to force anything. 
I was just letting the 
game come to me. I was 
trying to find other ways 
to get involved on offense 
other than just shooting.”

Indiana’s James Black-
mon Jr. exploded for 23 
points. Although he led 
the Hoosier charge of-
fensively, teammates 
De’Ron Davis, Thomas 
Bryant, and Devonte 
Green all scored in dou-
ble figures as well.

Iowa won the turnover 
battle (12 compared with 
Indiana’s 17), but its mis-
takes came at inoppor-
tune times, adding fuel to 
Indiana’s scoring runs.

Neither team defend-
ed the paint very well. 
Indiana and Iowa scored 
46 and 32 points from in 
close, respectively.

Late in the game, In-
diana connected one 
10-straight buckets, ef-
fectively smothering 
whatever comeback Iowa 
thought about building.

“You see this typically 
on the road,” McCaffery 
said. “Team makes 
a run, and you start 
quick-shooting the ball. 
They get some transition 
baskets. They get some 

and-ones. This wasn’t a 
road game, but it sort of 
had that feel.”

Iowa’s defense, which 
had been tough in its 
previous four games, col-
lapsed in the nation’s cap-
ital, allowing the fourth-
most points this season 
(101 to Minnesota, 100 to 
Memphis, 98 to Omaha).

It was the 11th 
time this season the 
Hawkeyes allowed 85 
points or more.

Despite the quick Wash-
ington trip, the team 
maintains the belief that 
it’s a tournament team.

“I believe [we belong 
in],” Pemsl said. “When 
you look at our résumé, 
we have good wins 
against ranked teams 
on the road and ranked 
teams at home. Obvi-
ously, that’s our one goal 
right now, is to make it 
[to the NCAA Tourna-
ment]. [We] basically 

needed to win tonight, 
but we’re hoping [the se-
lection committee] gives 
us the opportunity.”

Iowa seemed like a 
team poised for a deep 
run in the conference 
tournament and to get 
the team’s first Big Ten 
Tournament win since 
2013; the Hawkeyes 
came in as one of the Big 
Ten’s hottest teams, es-
sentially inserting them-
selves into NCAA Tour-
nament talk after big 
upset wins on the road.

March Madness lived up 
to its hype — for Iowa fans, 
that madness is having to 
face another one-and-done 
in the Big Ten Tournament 
and an agonizing wait till 
the tournament selection 
show.that madness is hav-
ing to face another one-
and-done in the Big Ten 
Tournament and an ago-
nizing wait till the tourna-
ment selection show.

BASKETBALL
CONTINUED FROM 10

Iowa’s Kristen Thoms  and Aimee Tarun and celebrate a point during their doubles match against Northern Illinois in the Hawkeye Tennis 
and Recreation Complex on Jan. 28. (The Daily Iowan/Osama Khalid)

Indiana guard Devonte Green shoots a floater against Iowa on March 9 in Washington, 
D.C., during the Big Ten Tournament. Green ended the game with 10 points and 5 re-
bounds, and Indiana sunk Iowa, 95-73. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)
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By ADAM HENSLEY | adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Indiana (18-14) rode a blistering hot shooting per-
formance in route to a 95-73 win over Iowa (18-14) on 
Thursday, handing the Hawkeyes their fourth-straight 
Big Ten Tournament loss by a double-digit seeded team.

In Washington, D.C., the Hawkeyes just couldn’t get 
stops on defense.

Indiana, a team famous for heating up in a heartbeat, 
surged on 60 percent shooting effort, including 60 per-
cent from 3-point range.

“The first thing you got to do is give Indiana credit,” 
Iowa head coach Fran McCaffery said. “They executed. 
They moved the ball. They took good shots. But obvious-
ly from our perspective, our defense was not nearly what 
it needed to be to compete with a team that has that 
many weapons.”

Jordan Bohannon (24 points, 6-of-11 from downtown, 
10 assists) and Cordell Pemsl (14 points and 11 re-
bounds) were Iowa’s two bright spots in a dark second 

Iowa thuds again in tourney

By PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

Just like LeBron James a few 
years ago, the Iowa baseball team 
will take its talents to South Florida 
this weekend, where it will compete in 
the Snowbird Baseball Classic against 
Villanova, Bucknell, and Lehigh.

The last time the Hawkeyes took 
the field in Florida, they lost the sea-
son-opening series to South Florida, 
2-1, so they’ll try to change their for-
tunes this time around.

Iowa has been playing well re-
cently, and it will play teams with 
losing records all weekend, so that 
is likely to equate to a few wins. 
However, with it being a four-game 
series, Iowa will have to go deeper 
into its pitching staff.

That’s asking a lot, though, be-
cause Saturday starter C.J. El-
dred has been injured since his 
start against South Florida in 
February. With his ulnar nerve 
still bothering him, he is ques-
tionable for this weekend.

If Eldred is unable to pitch, Cole Mc-
Donald would likely start on Saturday, 
just as he did last weekend.

In his one appearance, Eldred was 
stellar. In a quality start, he allowed 1 
run on 3 hits in 6 innings of work.

Head coach Rick Heller said that 
while Eldred felt good in a bullpen 
in Minnesota last weekend, his sta-
tus is still undecided and will ulti-
mately be up to him.

“It’s still up in the air. We’re 
hoping for something this week-
end,” Heller said. “We’ll just have 
to play it by ear, see how he feels. 
It will be his call.”

In Iowa’s last game, against 
Northern Illinois, the Hawkeyes 
blasted the ball all over the field. 
In a 12-run outing, four players 
knocked in at least 2 runs.

On the season, seven everyday 

starters are batting at least .300, 
led by right fielder Robert Neus-
trom at .404. He has also gotten a 
hit in all 11 games this season, a 
career-long hitting streak for him.

Entering the season, Iowa returned 
fewer than half of its hits, RBIs, and 
home runs. That sounds like a concern, 
but it turns out that it hasn’t been a 
problem at all.

Iowa has a 2-0 record at home, 
with the last win coming on a 
windy, 52-degree day. Neustrom 
hopes that because the team has 
been able to win in Iowa weather, it 
can win in Florida weather, as well.

“The bats were alive today,” Neus-
trom said after the win over North-
ern Illinois. “That was really good to 
see, because we’ve been playing in 
warm weather this first month, so 
coming up here and doing well in the 
cold, it was really good.”

Iowa has shown perseverance 
throughout the season. Against 
Hawaii, the Hawkeyes were up 
7-3 heading into the ninth. They 
let the Warriors come within 
striking distance, though; Hawaii 
scored 3 runs in the ninth and al-
most tied it, but Iowa was able to 
close it out.

Against Northern Illinois, Io-
wa trailed in the first and fifth 
inning but came back to take the 
lead both times.

Heading into a four-game se-
ries, those comebacks help the 
Hawkeyes stay confident, even 
when they’re down.

“It gives us some momentum 
going into the weekend. Big 
weekend this weekend,” pitcher/
DH Grant Judkins said. “It shows 
that when we get down, we fight 
back. We don’t give up right away.”

Baseball up for Florida trip

Break Events

AT MINNESOTA
WHEN: MARCH 11

Today - March 19

Men’s Gymnastics

Women’s Gymnastics
BIG FIVE MEET
WHEN: MARCH 11

BIG TEN CHAMPIONSHIPS
WHEN: MARCH 18

Men’s Golf
CHECHESSEE CREEK CLUB DUAL
WHEN: MARCH 12

SCHENKEL INVITATIONIAL
WHEN: MARCH 17-19

Women’s Golf

ENTRADA CLASSIC
WHEN: MARCH 13-14

Softball

JAYHAWK INVITATIONAL
WHEN: MARCH 13-14

HAWKEYE INVITATIONAL
WHEN: MARCH 18-19

VS. MISSOURI
WHEN: MARCH 15 
(DOUBLE  HEADER)

Swimming

NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS
WHEN: MARCH 15-18

Men’s Tennis
AT NEBRASKA
WHEN: MARCH 10

USD/SDSU INVITATIONAL
WHEN: MARCH 16-18

Women’s Tennis
VS. INDIANA
WHEN: MARCH 11

AT OLD DOMINION
WHEN: MARCH 13

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL
WHEN: MARCH 18

Track
NCAA INDOOR CHAMPIONSHIPS
WHEN: MARCH 10-11

BALDY CASTILLO INVITATIONAL
WHEN: MARCH 17-18

Iowa guard Jordan Bohannon is interviewed after the Big Ten Tournament  game against Indiana on Thursday in Washington, D.C. Bohannon is the only freshman in the country with 
more than 70 3-pointers and 140 assists. Indiana defeated Iowa, 95-73. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

SEE BASKETBALL, 8

Iowa outfielder Robert Neustrom makes contact at Banks Field on March 29, 2016. The Hawkeyes bats came alive in 
their 12-3 win over the Huskies. (The Daily Iowan/Alex Kroeze)

For the fourth year in a row, Iowa bows out in its first game. 
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