
By MADELEINE NEAL
madeleine-neal@uiowa.edu

Although a child’s envi-
ronment might be traumat-
ic, resiliency is the key to a 
successful future, according 
to mental-health and so-
cial-work experts. 

A series of panels dis-
cussed resilience over 
childhood trauma in the 
Voxman Music Building on 
Monday evening.

The three-part discussion 
was hosted by “WorldCan-
vass,” which is produced by 
UI International Programs 
and puts on events monthly. 

The discussion began with the 
impact that trauma has on brain 

development and behavior.
Corinne Peek-Asa, a UI 

professor of occupational & 
environmental health, de-
scribed childhood adversity 
as an event “so traumatic” to 
a child that it threatens her 
or his development.

Childhood trauma, she 
said, can refer to abuse, ne-
glect, and family disruption.

“It’s not normal stress,” 
she said. “[It’s] some-
thing persistent.”

Peek-Asa noted there is a 
strong relationship between 
early deaths and adverse 
childhood experiences.

“[We need to] address 
housing and poverty issues,” 
she said. “[We need to] find 

children with [these] issues 
and build [their] resiliency.” 

The National Center for 
Children in Poverty at Co-
lumbia University’s Mail-
man School of Public Health, 
reported approximately 37 
percent of children in Iowa 
live in low-income families, 
in contrast to the national 
average of 44 percent. 

“Trauma cuts across class 
and race, low-income chil-
dren, youth and their fami-
lies and children,” the center 
said on its website. 

Michael Flaum, a UI clin-
ical professor of psychiatry, 
said trauma can cause rela-
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By ELIANNA NOVITCH
elianna-novitch@uiowa.edu

Some dimly lit streets of Iowa City 
have raised concern among students 
and others about their safety as they 
walk at night.

The University of Iowa Student Govern-
ment, along with UI Facilities Manage-
ment and the city of Iowa City, is working 
to provide better off-campus lighting for 
targeted areas starting this year.

“This whole year, we have actively been 
looking at tracking off-campus lighting 
and looking at the areas that really need 
improvement that are around common 
student-housing areas,” said UISG stu-
dent-safety liaison Sara Bultsma.

UISG put out a survey at the beginning 
of the academic year to learn about areas 
that students have concerns about omit 
regarding poor lighting. Those responses, 
along with conversations with students, 
helped UISG pinpoint the locations.

“You should be able to walk home at 
night to wherever you’re living and not 
be concerned and feel unsafe about your 
surroundings because of poor lighting,” 
Bultsma said.

The current areas where lighting con-
cerns have been recognized include por-
tions of Washington Street, Church Street, 
South Clinton Street, Davenport Street, 
Fairchild Street, and Bloomington Street.

“[This initiative includes] a variation 
of fixing the lights that needed to be fixed 
because there are a lot of lights that hav-
en’t been replaced, and they are also look-
ing into adding more fixtures if needed,” 
said UISG Sen. Connor Gronski, who has 
worked on the lighting initiative.

The off-campus lighting project was a 
BLOC Party platform initiative, and safe-
ty is a big part of the current UISG admin-
istration, he said.

“We knew the lack of lighting off-cam-
pus could lead to increased crime rates 
and more issues,” Gronski said. “We 
wanted to prevent those issues and knew 
that if we didn’t act upon it quickly, there 

Fighting 
the dim of 
the night

Experts warn of trauma

Iowa City School District health-services coordinator Susie Poulton (third from left) speaks during “WorldCanvass”: Resil-
ience Over Trauma in the Voxman Recital Hall on Monday. (The Daily Iowan/Lily Smith)
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By SARAH STORTZ
sarah-stortz@uiowa.edu

Fetal-tissue research could be at risk of 
being outlawed in Iowa if a bill proposed in 
the Iowa Senate passes.

The human-resource subcommittee of 
the Iowa Senate, led by Republicans, ap-
proved a piece of legislation last week that 
would prohibit the use of fetal tissue in 
medical research. This bill would ban re-
ceiving or transporting any type of fetal 
tissue in the state and provide penalties.

It would apply to the University of Io-
wa medical investigations, one of dozens 
of universities in the United States using 
fetal-tissue research.

Iowa City pulmonologist Alan Moy said 
he supported the bill during its initial 
hearing because of his opposition to using 
fetal tissues in research.

“I feel that the use is in conflict with 
medical research and that it defies human 
research,” he said. “Federal law doesn’t 
support trafficking on fetal tissue. I dis-
agree with the opponents that this has led 
to remarkable treatment. That’s wrong. 
There are more ethical and more superior 
treatment methods.”

Moy said the bill’s passing should have no 

Iowa GOP 
takes aim 
at research
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By CHARLES PECKMAN | charles-peckman@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa President, 
Bruce Harreld, announced 

on Feb. 20 the UI will be coal-free 
by 2025.

According to a press release, Harreld 
said, “It’s the right choice for our stu-
dents and our campus, and it’s the surest 
path to an energy-secure future.

“In 2025, we expect to have diminished 
our reliance on coal to the point it is no lon-
ger included in our fuel portfolio.”

The UI will continue its efforts to ad-
vance energy programs to ensure there 
is “an abundant supply” of alterna-
tive-energy sources, he said.

The UI has taken steps to reduce 
its dependence on coal — in 2008, the 
university established seven “sustain-
ability targets” to be achieved by 2020, 

according to the press release.
Since the 2020 vision’s incep-

tion, the UI has managed to re-
duce its use of coal by 60 percent.

 This correlates with one 
of the sustainability targets, 
which seeks to derive 40 per-
cent of the UI’s energy from re-
newable resources — a far cry 
from a university once depen-

dent on fossil fuels, according to 
the UI sustainability website. 
In addition to the UI’s use of 

coal, the sustainability targets also 
deal with achieving net-negative ener-
gy growth and decreasing the amount of 
waste put into landfills.

In an email to The Daily Iowan, 
Sara Maples, the interim director 

Children’s Hospital 
to officially open

The University of Iowa Stead Family 
Children’s Hospital has announced its 
official opening will be Saturday. 

The following areas that will open 
on Saturday are Lower Level 2: Imaging 
and Procedure Center, Lower Level 1: 
Discharge Lobby and Main Pharmacy, 
Level 1: Gerdin Family Lobby, Level 2: 
Dialysis and Infusion Center, Level 3: 
Pediatric Cardiac Intensive Care Unit 
and Pediatric Intensive Care Unit, Level 
6: Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (Bay 5 
only), and Level 11: UI Dance Marathon 
Pediatric Cancer Center. 

The remaining areas and floors of 
the new Children’s Hospital will open 
on a later date. This later date will allow 
the hospital to complete device inte-
gration and staff training and ensure 
these areas are ready for the patients, 
families, and employees. 

— by Jenna Larson

UI READY TO SHUN COAL



Bike riders cover their seats with plastic bags to prevent them from getting wet during Monday’s rain. The spring-like temperatures are only going to last for a couple more days; 
Saturday’s high is predicted to be 33 with a 50 percent chance of snow. (The Daily Iowan/Alex Kroeze)
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STUDENTS

of the Office of Sustain-
ability, supported Har-
reld’s announcement.

“The decision to be coal-
free by 2025 shows the 
University of Iowa’s con-
tinued commitment to 
sustainability and our goal 
of achieving 40 percent re-
newable energy consump-
tion on campus,” she said.

Erin Hazen, the renew-
able energy business de-
velopment manager for 
UI Facilities Management, 
welcomed the announce-
ment as well.

“I am tremendously ex-
cited by the path the UI 
is taking and am looking 
forward to participating in 
[reducing UI’s coal use by 

2025],” she said.
To Hazen, the announce-

ment means many things.
“Primarily, we will be less-

ening our impact on the en-
vironment,” she said.

In addition to this, Hazen 
said going coal-free will less-
en the UI’s output of green-
house gases.

In the wake of Har-
reld’s announcement, Ha-
zen would like to make 
one stipulation — a coal-
free university does not 
necessarily mean a uni-
versity using 100 percent 
renewable energy.

Hazen said the UI will 
still use natural gas as 
a source of energy, but 
“the coal we once used 
will be replaced with re-
newable energy.”

In addition to natural 
gas, Hazen highlighted 
the use of biofuels such as 

miscanthus, a crop that is 
grown and used for biomass 
energy, in the future of ener-
gy consumption at the UI.

“Miscanthus doesn’t add 
nitrogen to the soil like corn 
does,” she said. “This reduc-
es the nutrient runoff into 
the river we sometimes see 
with biofuel production.”

Glen Mowery, the director 
of utilities and energy man-
agement for Facilities Man-
agement, agrees with Hazen 
about the importance of bio-
fuel and miscanthus.

“Miscanthus is a great 
source of biomass energy 
because it can be grown lo-
cally,” he said.

Mowery said another al-
ternative biofuel source is 
oat hulls, which have been 
delivered to the Power Plant 
from Quaker Oats in Cedar 
Rapids since 2003.

Although biofuel is an 

important part of the 
UI’s energy portfolio, 
Mowery cautions against 
relying too heavily on 
one form of energy.

“Miscanthus and other 
forms of biofuel are just a 
small part of our renewable 
energy portfolio,” he said. 
“We don’t want to become 
too dependent in one place.”

Needless to say, however, 
Mowery is pleased by Har-
reld’s announcement.

“One of our cheapest 
alternatives is to stay on 
coal, but this announce-
ment means we’re serious 
about protecting the envi-
ronment,” he said.

To Mowery, this an-
nouncement is the result of 
more than a decade’s work.

“We’re all for [eliminat-
ing coal],” he said. “We’ve 
been working toward this 
goal since early 2000.”

tively minor stresses to 
be seen as distress.

“We need that environ-
mental input to hone [in 
on] what is already there 
from genetics,” he said.

Yvonne Farley, a UI 
clinical assistant profes-
sor of social work, said 
many of these “stresses” 
are specific to children.

She said that can result 
in children not develop-
ing the proper “clusters” 
of resiliency skills.

To develop the skills, 
children need an alterna-
tive experience of “what 
health looks like.”

But despite growing en-
vironmental stresses, Far-
ley said, developing the 
skills is more manageable 
now than it once was.

The discussion also ad-

dressed the effect trau-
ma can have on physical 
and mental health, child 
welfare, education, and 
communities.

Helena Laroche, a UI 
assistant professor of 
internal medicine, said 
chronic adverse child-
hood experiences are 
related to illnesses seen 
in adulthood.

Adults who experi-
ence childhood trauma, 
she said, are about 1.6 
times more likely to be 
obese and may shorten 
their lifespans by al-
most 20 years. 

“On mental-health side 
[of childhood trauma], 
[there can be] learning 
and behavior problems,” 
she said. “It is really pro-
found the impact this can 
have on peoples’ lives 
over time.”

Laroche said doctors 
should address a pa-
tient’s social history.

“When your whole sys-
tem is [deregulated] like 
that, all sorts of things 
can go wrong,” she said. 
“They [social histories] 
affect how you got to the 
health you’re in now.” 

Additionally, Susie 
Poulton, a health-ser-
vices coordinator for the 
Iowa City School District, 
said the effects of trauma 
can affect a child’s learn-
ing and affect a child’s re-
lationships. 

“[Some children] come 
to school and [are] deal-
ing with the effects of 
their trauma,” she said.

Because of this, Poul-
ton said, schools need to 
work toward finding the 
“root of the problem” and 
teach children good cop-
ing skills.  

Sensitive care prac-
tices and trauma infor-
mation are available on 
the UI campus, at the UI 
Hospitals & Clinics, and 

in Johnson County.
Resmiye Oral, a UI 

clinical professor of pe-
diatrics, said community 
factors are very influen-
tial in overcoming child-
hood trauma. 

“We started recogniz-
ing that childhood trau-
ma and ongoing trauma 
through life played a sig-
nificant role in all types 
of functional areas of 
our lives,” she said. “[We 
want to] focus on resilien-
cy rather than trauma.”

Armeda Wojciak, a UI 
assistant professor of 
marital & family ther-
apy, said she is encour-
aged by the statewide in-
terest in resiliency over 
childhood trauma. 

“Across the state, 
there is much interest 
in this,” she said. “[We’re 
looking at] how we can 
best serve the needs of 
the schools and the chil-
dren in our area.”

effect on the research at the UI.
“The law does not prevent 

buying commercial ven-
ues; the abortion clinics just 
wouldn’t be a source,” Moy 
said. “There have been a 
number of cell lines, and they 
have been created decades 
ago. You don’t need to replen-
ish cell lines with fresh fetal.”

On the contrary, Sen. 
Joe Bolkcom, D-Iowa City, 
opposed the bill, saying it 
would do huge damage to 
the research at universities 
in Iowa.

“Our universities are doing 
great research with [fetal tis-
sues], but whatever research 
would have to stop,” he said. 
“It could end research for 
cures and treatments.”

Bolkcom said passing the 
bill passing would be an eco-
nomically bad decision as well.

“Institutions would be put 
out of business,” he said. “We 
can’t track the researchers, 
so they would have to go to 
other states.”

UI immunology Profes-
sor Nicholas Zavazava, a re-
searcher, had a mixed opinion.

“There are people doing 
great research with it, but 
it’s also a very sensitive is-
sue,” he said.

Zavazava works with stem 
cells at the university and re-
ported that while some work 
with fetal tissue, it’s not used 
often in the research at the 
UI. Researchers typically use 
embryonic stem cells.

He said that fetal tissues 
are distinct from embry-
onic stem cells, with fetal 
tissues coming specifically 
from aborted fetuses.

Alternatively, Zavazava 
said he wished the school 
would use different types 
of methods to avoid con-
troversy, one such being 
stem-cell transplant.

“You can create embryonic 
stem cells by drawing your 
own blood. There would be no 

fetus involved,” he said. “Un-
fortunately, this costs a lot of 
money, and Iowa just never in-
vested in it. I really hope that 
Iowa would embrace it more.”

This is the second time 
members of the Senate 
have tried to pass a bill that 
would restrict fetal tissue 
used in medical research, 
with a very similar bill pro-
posed last year that passed 
in the Iowa House.

Bolkcom said he urges 
anyone who doesn’t want this 
bill to pass, follow through by 
calling their senators.

“Now that Republicans 
are in charge, there’s a 
pretty decent chance of this 
passing,” he said.

could be a lot of repercus-
sions in the future.”

The Safety Committee 
has worked with the city 
and Facilities Management 
on the initiative.

“The city and Facilities 
Management were very 
responsive and recognized 

that we had a problem and 
that it should be addressed,” 
Gronski said.

Along with UISG, the 
university also wants to be 
involved in addressing the 
safety concerns of students.

“The University of Iowa 
administration is very in-
terested in combating the 
issue of off-campus light-
ing, so it hopes to host a 
walking event to point out 
places on campus with 

poor lighting,” said UISG 
Sen. Lilian Burns in an 
email to The Daily Iowan.

UISG is ready to move 
forward with the initiative 
and begin fixing immediate 
lighting concerns.

“It’s been great to be able 
to address [students’] con-
cerns and see [this initiative] 
come together,” Gronski said. 
“An extra light pole or a light 
bulb being fixed could make 
all the difference.”

Besides addressing 
lighting concerns off cam-
pus, UISG also wants to 
look at on-campus light-
ing as well.

“We are going to con-
tinue to push this project 
further,” Gronski said. 
“It’s a good project that 
we’ve started, but we are 
definitely not to push for 
better off-campus lighting 
but also better on-campus 
lighting, too.”
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Holden Center reaches out in data
The UI Holden Comprehensive Cancer Center has joined the Oncology Research Information Exchange Network.

By MADELEINE NEAL
madeleine-neal@uiowa.edu

The University of 
Iowa Holden Compre-
hensive Cancer Center 
has taken a collabora-
tive effort to accelerate 
cancer research.

The center announced 
on Feb. 9 that it has 
joined the Oncology Re-
search Information Ex-
change Network this 
month. ORIEN is a group 
of cancer centers that 
collaborate and partner 
in data exchange.

Kenneth Nepple, a UI 
clinical associate pro-
fessor of urology, said 
many factors affect pa-
tient outcomes.

“[We] try to unite dif-
ferent data [to] move 
from treating one spe-
cific thing to a [more] 
personalized treat-
ment,” he said.

Nepple said the goal 
is to move toward in-
dividualized and per-
sonalized medicine. 
Because each cancer 
type has different vari-
ations, he said, patients 
may respond differently 
to treatment and that 
requires a developing 
field of molecular data.

“The overall outcome 
[of ORIEN] is going to 
be increasing velocity of 
scientific discovery,” he 

said. “[We will] be able 
to focus on much more 
detailed information 
and [have the] ability to 
create synergy.”

New therapies are 
continually being de-
veloped in the center’s 
clinical trials.

“[We want to] unify 
workflow from multiple 
different centers,” he 
said. “Every place [is] 
already doing work.”

Nepple said he ex-
pects outcomes to be 
“much greater” by 
uniting efforts of nu-
merous stakeholders.

M2Gen, a health in-
formatics solution 
company, focuses on 
“accelerating” the de-
velopment of person-
alized medicine. The 
company partners with 
cancer centers nation-
wide through ORIEN.

Kim Polacek, a me-
dia representative for 
M2Gen, said patients 
who come to an ORIEN 
cancer center adopt “to-
tal care.”

ORIEN describes to-
tal care as a system for 
tracking patient data 
through a patient’s life-
time.

“The whole idea is to 
accelerate cancer re-
search,” Polacek said.

Laura Jacobus, a clin-
ical and translational 

research coordinator at 
the UI Holden Center 
and the administrative 
lead for ORIEN, said the 
partnership has been an 
informative process.

“We’re very new 
to the network,” she 
said. “[We’re in the] 
initial  stages.”

The joint effort, 
Jacobus said, allows 
the center to make the 
best contributions.

“They’re just starting 
to build some of those 
relationships with phar-
maceutical companies,” 
she said. “We’re excited 
as a center to be partici-
pating in this with [the] 
research community.”

Familiar story: Starve the arts
By SARAH STORTZ
sarah-stortz@uiowa.edu

The Iowa Senate al-
lowed a $118 million 
budget cut on the state’s 
cultural trust fund in late 
January. Following the 
decision, a group of pro-
testers rallied in front of 
the State Capitol.

UI International Writ-
ing Program Director 
Christopher Merrill said 
the cut could cause prob-
lems for art programs all 
around the state. Mer-
rill, who has published 
many books of poetry 
and nonfiction, earned 
the Lavan Younger Poets 
Award from the Acade-
my of American Poets for 
Watch Fire.

“It’s going to make it 

much harder for arts 
institutions, particular-
ly in rural parts of the 
state, due to jobs,” Mer-
rill said. “After all, many 
of these grants are used 
to leverage other kinds 
of funding opportuni-
ties, which is how the 
arts economy operates. 
For a small investment, 
this fund makes a lot of 
interesting and creative 
ideas possible. Anything 
that diminishes that 
concedes to the larger 
creative economy.”

Despite these factors, 
Merrill said, he doesn’t 
hold much concern for 
the local arts community.

“We do have a really 
long and vibrant tra-
dition of creativity in 
this university,” he said. 
“People are always go-

ing to complain that 
we don’t get enough 
money, but we have re-
ally talented artists in 
town and a part of what 
makes living in Iowa 
City so interesting.”

UI junior Annalise 
Castro, the marketing 
director for the Fine 
Arts Council, said she 
could see the difficulty 
for students in creative 
fields to find work un-
der these conditions, 
but she also acknowl-
edges its prosperity.

“Some directions may 
be more ‘secure’ than 
others. For example, a 
graphic designer work-
ing for a large company 
versus a professional 
artist living off of the 
work,” she said. “But I’m 
majoring in studio art 

and psychology with mi-
nors in human relations 
and social work. I plan 
to attend a graduate pro-
gram in mental-health 
counseling with a focus 
on art therapy. Creative 
and expressive thera-
pies are a growing field 
that has a lot of poten-
tial in private practice 
and hospital settings.”

Castro said art bud-
gets tend to be the first 
cut because many don’t 
take them seriously.

“I think fellow college 
students may believe 
that an art degree is ‘eas-
ier’ than other majors,” 
she said. “But in my opin-
ion, no major is easier 
than another. Every area 
of study is challenging in 
its own way. I’d say be-
cause artistic programs 

historically are not the 
highest grossing depart-
ments in a university is 
the reason they might be 
the most affected during 
budget cuts.”

UI senior and theater 
major Skyler Matthias 
said it’s more difficult to 
find jobs in his field com-
pared with other majors.

“It’s difficult to see 
job security, and I think 
we have some concerns 
about it,” he said.

Similar to Castro, 
Matthias said he be-
lieves many people don’t 
see the importance of 
art in society.

“We don’t see a val-
ue in it,” he said. “We’re 
able to test math,busi-
ness, to show in graphs. 
In art, it’s different. 
In the midst of it all, 

we’re learning a form of 
self -expression.That ’s 
harder to quantify and 
put into numbers.”

Merrill sympathized 
with art students and 
encouraged them to con-
tinue using their talents 
while facing these issues.

“It’s always difficult 
for artists and writers 
to make a living, that’s 
just the nature of the 
piece,” he said. “I like to 
think that studying an 
art form in your under-
graduate time is in of 
itself useful for whatever 
career you end up hav-
ing. Artists need to act 
creatively by writing let-
ters to the editor, writing 
op-eds, and articulating 
profound arguments on 
why these funds should 
be preserved.”

People check into the Holden Comprehensive Cancer Center on Aug. 25, 2016. (The Daily Iowan/Vivian Le)
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OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION
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COLUMN

Driverless is 
all the rage

So I heard, through my 
sources, that Iowa City 
will become a site for 
testing driverless cars. 
And I just had to laugh.

As any local pedestri-
an can tell you, Iowa City 
has been the home of 
driverless cars for years. 
Decades, even.

Of course, even worse 
than the driverless cars 
are those driven by Il-
linois drivers. The only 
reason Iowa City doesn’t 
suffer a tsunami of pedes-
trian fatalities is that local 
pedestrians have achieved 
a level of nimbleness that 
awes even female gym-
nasts. And you have to ad-
mit, one has to attain Nin-
ja nimble to awe female 
gymnasts. Talk about 
nimble skeptics.

My sources? Public ra-
dio, which has made flying 
under the pop-culture ra-
dar an art. Or something. 
Public radio talks to me 
all the time, especially 
during pledge drives.

Well , at least it ’s 
not driverless.

Speaking of driverless, 
the Fake-News-in-Chief is 
still in the West Wing, and 
that certainly calls for 
the producers and writ-
ers of the iconic TV show 
to make a sequel to “The 
West Wing.” Talk about a 
wealth of material these 
days. You’re looking at the 
Fountain of Huge.

Maybe that’s HUGE.
Take the Michael Fly-

nn episode, or whatever 
that was. First, before 
the Trumpster et al. 
took office, he went all 
yakkity-yak with a Rus-
sian ambassador about 
U.S. sanctions. (Poten-
tially a crime.) Then he 
lied about it. Then he 
resigned. Then, the next 
day, no, he was fired. (The 
Trumpster made a name 
for himself firing people 
on TV, which is his great-
est claim to fame.) Then, 
the next day, the Trump-

ster told the media it was 
all their fault.

What? The news me-
dia talked to the Russian 
ambassador about U.S. 
sanctions? Then the New 
York Times and the Wash-
ington Post and CNN and 
MSNBC got together and 
fired Flynn?

(There’s a wealth of 
Trumpery here, “West 
Wing” writers.)

Then the Trumpster 
held a circus spectacle of 
a press conference, which 
basically turned into 
an hourlong harangue 
against the news me-
dia. If it weren’t for the 
news media, we wouldn’t 
have all this chaos and 
stumbling and wonder-
ing why the White House 
so strongly resembles a 
clown car.

Oh, the Trumpster also 
lauded his HUGE Elec-
toral College victory. He 
keeps doing this (pay no 
attention to the popular 
vote behind the curtain). 
Unfortunately, Obama 
had a larger Electoral 
College victory, and the 
Trumpster’s numbers 
rank something like 45th 
in 56 presidential elec-
tions. Yeah, HUGE.

The Trumpster and his 
folks (using the word advis-
edly) are so paranoid they 
make Richard Nixon seem 
to have lived in a universe 
devoid of any paranoia. 
Even his famous paranoia 
disappears into dark mat-
ter. (Which, when you come 
to think about it, it did.)

But you have to admit, 
the Trumpster and the 
Trumpsterites have re-
ally put the “para” back 
into “noia.”

The Trumpster found 
some solace last week-
end from the real world, 
not that he inhabits it, 
by holding a rally of sup-
porters in Florida. There, 
he regaled them with lies 
and fabrications while 
they lapped it up like 
cute little puppies.

Well, maybe not so cute 
if you’re not white.

Could we go back to 
driverless cars? That 
world seems like a much 
safer place. Though it 
does lack a certain Ion-
esco tinge that we’ve 
grown used to in the last 
four weeks.

On  Feb. 17, Presi-
dent Trump tweeted, 
“The FAKE NEWS me-
dia (failing  @nytimes, 
@NBCNews, @ABC, @
CBS, @CNN) is not my 
enemy, it is the enemy 
of the American Peo-
ple!”  And even Repub-
licans aren’t happy.

Of all the controver-
sial comments Trump 
has made in the past 
year and a half, the 
ramifications of this 
one in particular are 
uniquely dangerous.  
Since the term “fake 
news” has emerged as 
a buzzword from this 
past election season, 
the president has cer-
tainly not shied away 
from using it in every-
thing from press con-
ferences to late-night 
Twitter rants. Many, 
including the comedi-
ans of “Saturday Night 
Live” (who have been 
blessed with a myri-
ad of quality material 
lately — glass half-
full?), have mocked 

Trump’s administra-
tion for using the term 
as a scapegoat moniker 
for critical news orga-
nizations. But this indi-
vidual comment is not 
one to be taken lightly. 
By explicitly demon-
izing the media as the 
public’s enemy, Trump 
has not only under-
mined one of the prime 
institutions that makes 
America great, he has 
blatantly disrespected 
the First Amendment.

I am the proud 
daughter and grand-
daughter of immi-
grants.  In the 1970s, 
my family decided to 
flee recently declared 
martial law in the Phil-
ippines and immigrate 
to the United States. 
Ruling by decree, 
President Ferdinand 
E. Marcos detained 
countless journalists 
and activists at mili-
tary labor compounds 
and closed down oppos-
ing media establish-
ments. For immigrants 
like them who once 
lived under a govern-
ment that persecuted 
outspoken citizens, 
Trump’s recent vilifi-
cation of the media is 
something that rings 
all-too-familiar bells. 
And as many journal-
ists have pointed out 
in the last few days, 

one of the earliest acts 
of dictatorship in Nazi 
Germany was seizing 
control of newspapers 
and eventually exe-
cuting journalists who 
spoke out. Of course, 
Trump’s tweet is not 
an immediate indica-
tion of authoritarian 
dictatorship. However, 
it is historically evident 
that press censorship 
is the mark of an un-
healthy and dangerous 
political climate. That 
Trump’s recent tweet 
has not only shown a 
complete disregard for 
the importance of a free 
press but gone so far as 
to call it the public’s 
“enemy” indicates a 
slippery slope toward a 
society that is anything 
but American.

Politicians and journal-
ists on both sides of the 
political aisle have public-
ly condemned Trump’s re-
cent comments, from ABC 
News’ Jon Karl to Sen. 
John McCain, R-Ariz.  
Fox News anchor Chris 
Wallace recently stat-
ed this sort of rhetoric 
“crosses an important 
line.” Harking back to 
Obama’s presidency, 
the critical political 
commentator made a 
crucial point: “Barack 
Obama whined about 
Fox News all the time, 
but I’ve gotta say: He 

never said we were an 
enemy of the people.”

This distinction is 
what makes Trump’s 
statement so troubling. 
American presidents 
usually aren’t cozy 
with the press, an insti-
tution designed to hold 
them accountable. But 
never before has a pres-
ident so flagrantly dis-
counted the press’ duty 
to American citizens by 
vilifying it — at least 
publicly.  A taped con-
versation once caught 
former President Rich-
ard Nixon telling the 
chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, “The 
press is your enemy.”

In these divisive 
times, I feel it is imper-
ative that other politi-
cians at the state and 
local levels make it 
clear to their constit-
uents that the media 
are necessary compo-
nents to our democra-
cy — even if they don’t 
always show officials  
in the best light. I am 
proud to be an Ameri-
can citizen, a daughter 
and granddaughter of 
people who believed 
so strongly in the pow-
er of free speech they 
decided to make a life 
here. Karl said it best: 
The free press is “a big 
part of what makes 
America great.”

Free press makes America great
COLUMN

BEAU ELLIOT
beauelliot@gmail.com

Late last week, HF 
291 was passed in 
the state Legislature, 
stripping public-em-
ployee unions of their 
right to collectively 
bargain. This means 
unionized employees 
such as public teachers 
and individuals across 
public-university cam-
puses are no longer 
allowed to collectively 
bargain for such items 
as health care, hours 
, and overtime pay. 
Around 1,100 people 
registered opposition to 
the bill with only a lim-
ited dozen registering 
in favor. Still, the bill 
passed, and now, here 
on campus, the fate of 
graduate-student ben-
efits remains in the 
hands of the university.

The Campaign to Or-
ganize Graduate Stu-
dents filed a complaint 
with the Iowa Public 
Employment Rela-
tions Board alleging 
bad-faith bargaining 
in its negotiations for 
the 2017-19 contract. 
Representing more 

than 2,100 graduate 
students at the Uni-
versity of Iowa, COGS 
has worked to get the 
university to guaran-
tee benefits such as 
health-care and tui-
tion coverage. COGS 
has asked the Univer-
sity of Iowa in writing 
twice, once on Jan. 30 
and again on Feb. 16, 
to publicly affirm that 
“there will be no cuts 
to graduate workers’ 
benefits and pay.”

This statement was 
met with silence.

COGS President 
Landon Elkind said the 
new bill allows the uni-
versity to have control 
of benefits across ma-
ny departments. “That 
means that the univer-
sity can make cuts,” he 
said. “And their behav-
ior has given every in-
dication they intend to 
make cuts.” This is de-
spite the fact that grad-
uate-student workers 
generate a large prof-
it for the university 
ranging from $18,000 
to $207,000 depending 

on the number of stu-
dents being taught.

Students have re-
ceived no suggestion 
on whether they will 
receive any health 
care, and due to UI 
President Bruce Har-
reld’s silence, the ab-
sence of health care in 
their contracts seems 
like it may be a reality. 
The Daily Iowan Edito-
rial Board stands with 
graduate students and 
firmly believes Har-
reld and his adminis-
tration need to act for 
the good of students 
and keep graduate stu-
dents’ health care and 
benefits safe. Many 
students rely on the 
health care the univer-
sity has provided in the 
past, and it isn’t rea-
sonable for them to re-
ceive it from elsewhere. 
This puts the students’ 
future at the university 
in jeopardy.

Earlier last week, 
graduate students 
camped outside Har-
reld’s office in protest. 
The purpose was, at 

minimum, to push Har-
reld to guarantee their 
current benefits. He 
did not respond to the 
campers and has con-
tinued to be silent since. 
The DI Editorial Board 
believes the university 
is able to function be-
cause of graduate stu-
dents and supports the 
community’s efforts in 
persuading the state 
Board of Regents to al-
low students to keep 
their health-care and 
tuition coverage.

Those in the commu-
nity who support the UI 
affirming there will be 
no cuts to graduate-stu-
dent workers’ benefits 
and pay are encouraged 
to express their support 
to administrators such 
as Dean John Keller 
and Harreld. The si-
lence  this pressing is-
sue has been met with 
is unacceptable. There 
are many who will suf-
fer if their benefits are 
not secured, and having 
those people worry for 
so long is inhumane. An 
answer is needed.

Assurance of graduate 
students’ benefits needed

EDITORIAL

ISABELLA ROSARIO
isabella-rosario@uiowa.edu

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Serving the few, 
ignoring the many

The collective bargaining legisla-
tion that Republicans are intent on 
enacting disregards the masses of 
Iowans in toady service to the few.

These Republicans like to pose 
as big friends of business but 
show their anti-business colors 
for all in their disregard for the 
interests of collective bargainers 

that do the actual dirty work, 
heavy lifting, and attending to 
purposeful detail, making it all 
add up by showing up daily. While 
disregarding the many who labor, 
Republicans greatly pamper the 
hoarders of the nation’s wealth 
that enjoy doing so via corpora-
tions that own GOP politicians and 
their party.

On top of this being disgusting 
politics, it is also poor economics 

in terms of workers having dispos-
able income that keeps small busi-
nesses going by marketing goods 
and services from which profits 
trickle up to corporate interests.  
What goes around comes around,  
and cash flow is the life blood of 
local economies from which all 
else grows.

Republicans turn a blind eye to 
the fact that each and every one 
of us is in business for ourselves 

and dependent loved ones to se-
cure food, clothing, shelter, and 
enough rest and leisure to keep 
going and to find it worthwhile 
to do so. While turning their backs 
on masses of citizens, the Republi-
cans promote into crushing power 
one of the biggest freeloaders of 
them all, Donald Trump.

—Sam Osborne, West Branch
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The enduring 
allure of 

caustic humor
By BRETT SHAW
brett-e-shaw@uiowa.edu

“Saturday Night Live” 
has been called “un-
watchable,” “not funny,” 
and “sad” by the leader of 
the United States. How-
ever, I, like many other 
frequent viewers, believe 
that the show has con-
sistently outdone itself, 
acting as a staple for po-
litical comedy.

This season of the show 
has certainly produced 
a nationwide dialogue, 
leaving the country won-
dering what sketches 
will be written about 
the constantly unfolding 
scandals that have in-
creasingly plagued our 
political discourse.

When Ivanka Trump 
products received promo-
tion from White House staff, 
America impatiently waited 
for the show’s response.

The writers and actors 
did not disappoint. White 
House Press Secretary Se-
an Spicer (played by the 
hilarious Melissa McCar-
thy) showed off his Ivanka 
bracelet and shoes in an 
infomercial-like press con-
ference.

“Saturday Night 
Live” continually hits 
the mark by producing 
controversial sketches, 
drawing the attention 
of major news networks 
and of course, President 
Trump. I believe comedy 
is best executed when it 
stirs conversation and 
provokes audiences.

While many election 
spoofs created waves, one 
of my favorite disruptive 
sketches was season 41’s 
“God is a Boob Man.” This 
parody of God’s Not Dead 
2 outraged many Chris-
tians with its humorous 
commentary on business-
es claiming religious free-
dom as a means to not 
serve gay people.

“My clients just need 
you to say three simple 
words,” said the villain-
ized attorney represent-
ing the homosexual cou-
ple. “God. Is. Gay.”

The sketch-comedy 

show occasionally shifts 
toward a more serious 
tone in addition to its typ-
ically ridiculous humor.

Following the election 
of Trump, all eyes were 
on “Saturday Night Live” 
as Kate McKinnon re-
prised her iconic Hillary 
Clinton role, opening 
the show with a cover of 
Leonard Cohen’s “Hal-
lelujah.” The sketch ac-
knowledged the fear and 
sorrow that many view-
ers experienced after 
the election and created 
an uncharacteristically 
touching moment for the 
show’s fans.

Critics contend the 
show is liberally biased, 
and they are absolute-
ly politically correct. 
Trump is portrayed as a 
dumb villain, while Hil-
lary is a frustrated work-
aholic. Some demand the 
program should be neu-
tral, but comedy has al-
ways been political. The 
show’s comedians have 
a right to express their 
views just as many oth-
er popular comedians 
express theirs. Addition-
ally, the large market for 
liberal comedy gives the 
show a loyal following 
from the left.

Famed female come-
dians have come out of 
“Saturday Night Live,” 
such as Tina Fey and 
Amy Poehler, but there 
was a slump following 
the departure of Kris-
ten Wiig. However, the 
current season leaps 
out of the Dark Ages, 
almost entirely driven 
by an incredible female 
cast. Most notable is the 
Emmy-award-winning 
McKinnon, whose recur-
ring roles of Kellyanne 
Conway, Hillary Clinton, 
Justin Bieber, and more 
have crowned her the 
queen of impressions.

Given the increased at-
tention on the show and a 
particularly divisive polit-
ical climate, famed actors 
such as Melissa McCarthy 
and Alec Baldwin have 
rushed to portray contro-
versial figureheads.

Baldwin has done a 
hysterical job with the 
role of Trump, from his 
uncanny impression to 
his stupefied persona. 
However, one of my favor-
ite sketches of the season 
is the one in which Les-
lie Jones, a black woman, 
tries to convince the pro-
ducers that she should 
play Trump when Bald-
win leaves.

I, personally, would 
love that.

“Saturday Night 
Live” may not be typical 
binge-watching material, 
but every episode from 
the current season can be 
found on NBC.com. If you 
are not a comedy nerd 
like me, each individual 
sketch is available on the 
website as well. Be sure 
to check your news chan-
nels and Twitter feeds 
every Sunday morning 
to see what sketches are 
ruffling feathers. Seri-
ously though, look up 
“God is a Boob Man.”

CHECK BACK EVERY OTHER WEEK FOR A NEW REVIEW, IN WHICH THE DAILY IOWAN 
TV CRITIC BRETT SHAW REVIEWS THE LATEST CRAZE.

University of Iowa takes aim at black holes
UI scientists studying black holes are not concerned about any danger from the cosmic phenomenon.

By ELISE KERNS
elise-kerns@uiowa.edu

Black holes are fas-
cinating and may seem 
terrifying; recent find-
ings show a large col-
lection of them near 
Earth, but experts at 
the University of Iowa 
say these discoveries 
will enhance research, 
and the black holes are 
ultimately harmless.

NASA recently did in-
deed find a series of su-
per-massive black holes 
“near” Earth. These dis-
coveries are interesting 
in part because black 
holes are some of the 
most extreme objects in 
our universe, said Mat-
thew Brorby, a graduate 
research assistant in 
the UI Physics and As-
tronomy Department.

“Black holes are these 
very massive objects 
that are confined to such 
a small space that not 
even light can escape 
them,” he said.

Because light cannot 

escape them, black holes 
are essentially invisible 
and have historically 
been difficult to study, 
according to the NA-
SA website. Black holes 
vary in size, the smallest 
of them likely forming 
at the very start of the 
universe. Larger, stel-
lar black holes form in a 
more cataclysmic fashion 
at the end of a star’s life.

“Stars form at a wide 
range of masses,” Brorby 
said. “Once you get above 
a certain mass of a star, 
it will live out its life as a 
star and then go through 
certain phases, until it 
eventually will run out 
of fuel.”

When these stars run 
out of fuel, they can no 
longer hold themselves 
up against gravity, even-
tually collapsing to form 
a black hole, typically af-
ter it explodes into a su-
pernova that blasts part 
of the star into space, 
Brorby said.

UI Physics and As-
tronomy Professor Phil-

ip Kaaret studies black 
holes and looks at the 
manner in which black 
holes can explain more 
about our early universe. 
The Milky Way, he said, 
like most other large gal-
axies, has a black hole at 
its center that can help 
scientists figure out the 
galaxy’s origin.

“To really understand 
how the Sun got here 
and how our own gal-
axy formed and evolved, 
we have to understand 
the super-massive black 
hole at its center,” Kaar-
et said.

Black holes aren’t ob-
jects that are visible, so 
their detection usually 
requires the use of X-ray 
technology, Brorby said.

“For black holes, what 
we’re really seeing in 
the X-rays is the ma-
terial around them,” 
Brorby said. “It gets 
extremely hot, around 
1 million degrees Kel-
vin [1,799,540.33 Fahr-
enheit]. The material 
that falls into them can 

get funneled into jets. 
Photons that are com-
ing into these jets hit 
fast-moving electrons 
that are really hot. This 
gives them a lot more 
energy and turns them 
into X-rays instead of 
UV light.”

Brorby and Kaaret 
study black holes, spe-
cifically the ways they 
can help with under-
standing the transpar-
ency of the universe.

“The universe is actu-
ally very transparent, 
but when it formed, it 
wasn’t,” Kaaret said. “So 
a big question in astron-
omy asks how it went 
from being opaque to 
being transparent. What 
we’re trying to find is 
galaxies nearby that are 
like the galaxies that 
were here early on. We 
study the black holes in-
side of those galaxies to 
see if they had an influ-
ence on how the universe 
became transparent.”

NASA recently pro-
duced one of the deep-

est X-ray images ever, 
revealing an extensive 
network of black holes in 
Earth’s cosmic backyard. 
Like Kaaret and Brorby’s 
research, these insights 
can help understand the 
very early universe, said 
Cornelia Lang, a UI as-
sociate professor of phys-
ics and astronomy.

The future of black-
hole research is espe-
cially exciting right now 
because scientists may 
be on the brink of some 
new and interesting im-
ages of black holes.

“I think we are closer 
to making detailed im-
ages of the very close 
surroundings of our own 
galaxy’s black hole than 
we have ever been be-
fore,” Lang said. “Some 
colleagues of mine 
across the U.S. are using 
a new instrument … to 
try to make the sharp-
est image to date of the 
bright region around our 
galaxy’s super-massive 
black hole.”

These images, Lang 

said, would be the first 
of their kind and could 
tell scientists even more 
about what Earth’s gal-
axy looks like at its 
most extreme.

NASA’s recent findings 
of nearby black holes 
may seem scary, but 
Brorby assures they ar-
en’t actually dangerous.

“They don’t really pose 
a threat; they’re just 
very interesting to look 
at,” he said.

Although black holes 
can “warp space and 
time around them very 
dramatically” and “in-
fluence the paths of mas-
sive objects that come 
near them in significant 
ways,” Lang said, this 
warping will likely nev-
er affect Earth.

“If the Sun was sud-
denly replaced with a 
black hole that had the 
same mass, the Sun 
would stop shining, but 
otherwise we wouldn’t 
notice,” Kaaret said. 
“Everything would orbit 
the same way.”

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM 
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ACROSS

 1 When Polonius 
says “Brevity is 
the soul of wit”

 6 Tusked beast

10 Kind of threat

14 Swoon

15 Alan who played 
Captain Pierce

16 Essential point

17 Agonizes (over)

18 With 61- and 
37-Across, 
famous line by 
53-Across in [see 
circled letters]

20 The “E” in 
HOMES

21 Nubian heroine 
of opera

22 Family member 
who was 
probably adopted

23 Hairstyle for 
53-Across, 
colloquially

28 Place where 
trials are 
conducted

29 Hitting blackjack 
after blackjack, 
say

33 Michelangelo 
masterpiece

36 A few
37 See 18-Across
43 Ambience
44 “Same here!”
45 Is victorious in
48 Swindles
53 Iconic role for 

2-/51-Down
56 “What have we 

here?!”
59 Knock ’em dead
60 Online crafts 

seller
61 See 18-Across
64 Like old, 

neglected 
sweaters, maybe

65 Renaissance 
Faire instrument

66 Sign of things to 
come

67 Tree-lined 
walkway, in 
France

68 Make slo-o-o-ow 
progress

69 Concealed mike

70 Entitled sorts?

DOWN

 1 Influence

 2 With 51-Down, 
late, beloved 
actress

 3 Certain 
marketing 
gimmicks

 4 Hell-bent (on)

 5 “___ a trap!”

 6 “Harrumph!”

 7 Brand of artificial 
fat

 8 Deal with 
a broken 
teleprompter, say

 9 Rae Sremmurd, 
e.g.

10 Makeup of the 
planet Hoth

11 Nosedive

12 Squeak stopper

13 Turnoff for 
drivers

19 “Doctor Faustus” 
novelist Thomas

24 Mont Blanc, e.g., 
to locals

25 Cripple

26 Heeds

27 Merit badge 
displayer

30 Figure on an 
Aussie Xing sign, 
perhaps

31 World Series 
official

32 Formerly named

34 “___ late!”

35 Tennis champ 
Agassi

37 Deviate during 
flight, as a rocket

38 Non’s opposite

39 Coffee container

40 Speak with a 
gravelly voice

41 Amy Adams’s 
“Man of Steel” 
role

42 Puppy sounds

46 British derrière

47 So far, informally

49 Chant after a 
fútbol goal

50 In fine ___ 
(healthy)

51 See 2-Down

52 Agree to a 
proposal

54 Country singer 
Judd

55 Modern lead-in 
to space or 
security

56 Real head-
turners?

57 Drag

58 Not deceived by

62 Beer barrel

63 Having four 
sharps

64 Reference in 
“Treasure Island”

PUZZLE BY TIMOTHY POLIN

Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/studentcrosswords.
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Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a man’s
character, give him power. — Abraham Lincoln

KRUIprogramming

DAILYBREAK

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?
Simply submit details to the link through the 

calendar button on our website.

• Come Together: Collaborative Litho-
graphs from the Tamarind Institute, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m., IMU Black Box Theater
• Prepare for the Career Fair, noon, 
S401 Pappajohn
• English Language Discussion Circles, 
12:30 p.m., S126 Pappajohn
• Gilman International Scholarship Info 
Session, 2 p.m., 1117 University Capitol Center
• Job Fair Rehearsal, 3 p.m., 347 IMU
• Prepare for the Fair, 3 p.m., C310 
Pomerantz Center
• Fitness Barre, 4 p.m., AR3 Campus Recre-
ation & Wellness Center
• Diversity Networking Night, 5-7 p.m., 
University Capitol Center Diversity Center 
Multipurpose Room
• Ex Machina, Owl of Minerva Theater, 6:30 
p.m., 105 Adler
• Swing Dance Club, 6:30 p.m., Old Brick, 26 
E. Market St.
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Eleni Sikelianos, 
poetry, 7 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque St.
• Faculty Showcase: Rachel Jolelson & Rene 
LLecuona, “Songs of the Holocaust,” 7:30 p.m., 
Voxman Recital Hall

Tuesday, February 21, 2017 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes

DOONESBURY by Garry Trudeau 

DILBERT® by Scott Adams

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley Miller
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General and unsolicited advice

·   Remember that loving relation-
ships are truly about three things:
(1) mutual respect, (2) mutual sup-
port, and (3) winning arguments. 

Mostly (3).

·   Not all heroes wear capes. But 
most heroes wear capes. Also, a lot 

of villains wear capes. Basically, if 
you see someone wearing a cape, 
that person probably has super-
powers — good or bad. So stay 

away from people wearing capes.

·   All women want a confident 
lover. Well, some women do. 

Probably most. But maybe closer 
to half. At least half of all women 

want a confident lover. I think.

·   Not excited about going to a 
party? Don’t go. It’s actually OK 
not to go to parties, but people 
who like going to parties don’t 

want you to know that.

·   Pitbulls can be very affectionate 
pets, but be sure to properly

train them or else they’ll make 
godawful music.

·   One old remedy that still the 
best remedy is using cranberry 
juice to treat a UTI. Getting it in 
there is a lot easier for women 

than men, though.

·   Always vet your internet sources. 
If web-based research I’ve been 

doing this week is to be believed: 
our president is controlled by 

Russia, now’s a great time to invest 
in silver, and if I had a

step-sister, watching her shower 
would make her want to bang me.

Andrew R. Juhl advises you not 
to take advice from the Ledge.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Keep your emotions level regardless of what is implied or 
who steps in your way. Own what you do, and use your knowledge and experience to 
overrule anyone who challenges you. Don’t argue, state facts.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Check out destinations that interest you, or make plans to get 
together with someone you don’t get to see very often. Travel will lead to knowledge and 
information that will inspire you to take on something new and exciting.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Trust in yourself before you take someone else’s word as truth. 
Talk up what you want others to know, and you will find out who is eligible to contribute 
something worthwhile to your pursuits. Gains are apparent.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Learn as you go. Your astute way of observing what’s going 
on around you will help you make a personal decision that can improve your most valued 
relationships. Choose to walk away from those who have taken advantage of you.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Map out a plan, and work toward making it happen. Stay focused 
on the way you envision your future. Personal improvements can be met if you are disci-
plined and willing to do things differently. Adapt and excel.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Joint ventures will not be in your best interest. Gather all the 
information you can, but look for alternative ways to move forward on your own. It’s OK to 
discuss your plans as long as you don’t get involved in financial partnerships.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Domestic situations will be difficult to deal with. Emotions will 
arise because of unwanted meddling or impulsive actions. Remain calm, and do your best 
to talk your way through any discord that you face. Love will conquer hate.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Spend more time at home sorting out what you want to do 
personally and how you can initiate reaching your goals. Determination and responding to 
what others suggest will help you make up your mind. Do what works best for you.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Problems while traveling or dealing with official matters 
will arise if you aren’t fully prepared and don’t have your course of action or direction 
mapped out well. Don’t leave anything to chance. Make love, not war.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Don’t let anyone persuade you to head in a direction that 
doesn’t feel right. Emotions will be difficult to control if you are drawn into a situation that 
makes you feel nervous or uncertain. Trust in your abilities.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Your intelligence and willpower will help you bring about 
the changes you need to make in order to find your way to financial freedom. Contracts, 
negotiations, and unexpected gains look promising. Physical improvements are featured.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): An adamant mindset will help you reach your goal. Use your 
experience and call on people who have proven to be an asset in the past. Offer incentives, 
and you will form a coalition that is bound to get results.

•T•U•E•S•D•A•Y•

METAL MAYHEM 1 a.m.

MORNING DRIVE 8 a.m.

NEWS @ NINE 9 a.m.

NASA 10 a.m.

MICHAEL MINUS ANDREW 11 a.m.

NEWS @ NOON 

COLLEGE BASKETBALL 2 p.m.

NEWS @FIVE 5 p.m.

THE TRIP 6 p.m.

ONE EYE OPEN 9 p.m.

LOCAL TUNES 10 p.m.
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games as well. Against Illi-
nois, there was little consis-
tency on offense.

McCaffery admitted his 
team was “quick-shotted” 
at times, but there were 
plenty of good looks his 
team failed to capitalize 
on, include numerous shots 
under the rim.

“We didn’t really exe-
cute as a team,” Jok said. 
“I thought we had a cou-
ple of good looks at the 
end that didn’t go in with 
[Nicholas] Baer and Brady 
[Ellingson], but that’s the 
game of basketball.”

Late free-throw miscues 
and missed heaves from 
deep doomed Iowa in the fi-
nal minutes of play; neither 
the coaching staff nor the 
players chalked up the poor 

late-game action to fatigue.
“I don’t think we ran out 

of gas,” Baer said. “[Illinois] 
was tired, too. They execut-
ed better than we did down 
the stretch.”

Iowa has been in this 
situation before.

Earlier this season, Io-
wa went on a four-game 
losing streak, capped by 
a loss at home to Oma-
ha. In mid-January, the 
team failed in three-
straight contests.

However, the Hawkeyes 
put some of their best bas-
ketball together with their 
backs against the wall.

Following its first losing 
streak, Iowa smacked Io-
wa State in the mouth and 
smothered Northern Iowa 
at the Big Four Classic. 
That was probably the best 
basketball the Hawkeyes 
have played all year.

Then in late January, 
after the first three-game 

losing span, the Hawkeyes 
played some of their smooth-
est, most fluid basketball 
of the season against Ohio 
State and Rutgers.

Indiana, which earlier 
this season defeated the 
likes of Kansas and North 
Carolina, has gone much 
the same way as Iowa in 
the past week or so, losing 
four-straight games leading 
into tonight’s matchup.

“They still have person-
nel that present problems 
for you, and Tom [Crean] 
has got them playing,” Mc-
Caffery said. “I mean, they 
lost a couple games in a 
row, but they are battling 
and fighting. It was a tough 
loss for them against Min-
nesota, taking the lead late, 
and then they had a shot, 
essentially at the buzzer.”

Some of Indiana’s prob-
lems come from injury — 
OG Anunoby, who may be 
a lottery pick in the NBA 

Draft, is out for the rest of 
the season.

However, the Hoosiers still 
have the likes of James Black-
mon Jr. and Thomas Bryant 
to bother the Hawkeyes.

Indiana looked as if it 
would be on its way to win-
ning a conference title and 
making a run in the NCAA 
Tournament. Recently, all 
those aspirations have all 
but disappeared.

Iowa and Indiana’s 
matchup can be viewed on 
ESPN. Tickets start at $28 
for adults and $15 for youth 
(18 and under) and Univer-
sity of Iowa students.

MEN’S
CONTINUED FROM 10

NOTEBOOK
CONTINUED FROM 10

the Iowa coaching staff think 
he could be special.

“I’ve been sensing 
[playing better defense] 
for a while now,” Wil-
liams said. “Coach [Kirk] 
Speraw, since I’ve been 
here, has been telling me 
I could be Big Ten Defen-
sive Player of the Year. I 
just got to have more con-
fidence in my abilities, 
and that’s what I’ve been 
trying to do.”

This part of the season is 
difficult for freshmen

Iowa is lacing up for 
game No. 28 tonight. A typ-
ical high-school season in-
volves somewhere between 
20-25 games.

That means the Hawk-
eye freshmen are in some-
what uncharted waters.

Each team in the Big Ten 
plays freshmen; there’s no 
excuse to be made that that’s 
why Iowa is on a three-game 
skid. But not all teams play 
five freshmen and give them 
tons of minutes.

Even so, Cordell Pemsl 

said it shouldn’t matter 
and shouldn’t even be 
talked about.

“What we hear everyone 
talking about is ‘These guys 
can be really good, they’re 
going to be really good in 
the future.’ We want our 
future to be our next game,” 
Pemsl said. “We want to be 
good now, not wait for some-
thing to happen … we’ve 
shown glimpses of being a 
really good team, but we’ve 
also shown glimpses of 
what you would call being a 
young team. It’s too late in 
the season for us to be con-
sidered a young team.”

NCAA finals, as well as a 
home dual this year that 
took two tiebreaker periods 
to determine a winner. 

Coming off a loss against 
Edinboro’s Patricio Lu-
go, Sorensen will want to 
avenge not only his losses to 
Retherford but last week’s 
as well.

Iowa has a plethora of 
good wrestlers on its team, 
but in a conference like 
the Big Ten, only 10 can be 
called champions, and Gil-
man and Sorensen will be 
two of them. 

— Pete Ruden

One
There are quite a few 

Iowa wrestlers who stand 
a chance at being crowned 
a Big Ten champion next 
weekend in Indiana.

No. 1 Thomas Gilman is 
obvious, and there’s also 

former No. 1 Cory Clark, 
No. 2 Michael Kemerer, No. 
3 Brandon Sorensen, and 
No. 3 Sammy Brooks.

Clark and Brooks both 
won Big Ten titles last year, 
so both of them obviously 
have to be taken very seri-
ously. Sorensen lost in the fi-
nals last year, and Kemerer 
has been a top-2 wrestler at 
157 for most of the season.

There’s something about 
Gilman that lets you know 
he’s a man possessed with 
one thing, and one thing 
only — being the best col-
lege wrestler in the coun-
try. That means plowing 
through the field at the 
Big Ten Championships 
and again at the NCAA 
Championships.

He hasn’t lost all season 
long, through matchups 
against No. 2 Nick Suri-
ano of Penn State, No. 6 
Tim Lambert of Nebras-
ka, and No. 7 Ethan Lizak 
of Minnesota.

As for the other guys, 
there seem to be roadblocks 
that could make it difficult 
to get to the top of the po-

dium when the time comes.
Clark has been dealing 

with a shoulder injury, and 
he hasn’t wrestled like him-
self since he returned (he 
still wears a brace on his 
shoulder).

Sorensen has been wres-
tling really well, but he will 
have to find a way to beat 
No. 1 Zain Retherford if 
he wants to be a Big Ten 
champ. Retherford is the 
one who beat Sorensen in 
the finals last year.

Kemerer stands a decent 
shot, but he will also have 
to go through a No. 1 Penn 
State wrestler, Jason Nolf. 

Brooks may have the 
best shot at earning his 
second Big Ten title, as he’s 
been at his best in his past 
few matches.

However, and I’m start-
ing to sound like a broken 
record here, he will have to 
go through Penn State’s No. 
2 Bo Nickal, who pinned 
him earlier this season.

— Blake Dowson

PCP
CONTINUED FROM 10

Iowa 165-pounder Joey Gunther wrestles Nebraska’s Dustin Williams in Carver-Hawkeye on Feb. 12. Gunther won, 4-1. 
(The Daily Iowan/James Year)

Iowa forward Tyler Cook shoots a skyhook against Illinois on  Feb. 18 in Carver-Hawkeye. Cook finished the game with 14 points and 3 
rebounds, but the Illini defeated the Hawkeyes for the second time this season. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)
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By BLAKE DOWSON
blake-dowson@uiowa.edu

Tonight is Dale Jones 
bobblehead night at the Io-
wa men’s basketball game 
against Indiana.

That should be happy 
news, right? The underlying 
problem is that Iowa always 
honors seniors (or, people 
who are done with the pro-
gram after that season) with 
bobblehead nights.

The question was raised 
during head coach Fran 
McCaffery’s media avail-
ability on Monday whether 
Jones would still be with 
the program next season.

That was just one topic 
of discussion at the press 
conference, though.

Where will Dale Jones be 
next season?

McCaffery put it very 
plainly that he didn’t know 
what Jones’ plans are for 
next season.

“That’s not been de-
cided yet, but it’s [trans-
ferring] a possibility,” 
McCaffery said. “That 
would be his call. He will 
graduate. If you graduate, 
you have the opportunity 
to go wherever you want. 
Does he want to come 
back; does he want to go 
somewhere else; does he 
want to play professional-
ly? Once you graduate, it’s 
your call. I’m happy he’s 
going to graduate. He’s 
done everything we’ve 
asked him to do.”

The hope all along with 

Jones was that he would 
turn into a keycontributor 
off the bench. He can shoot 
the 3-ball with enough 
proficiency to warrant oth-
er team’s attention when 
he is on the floor, and he 
adds another big body to 
the lineup.

However, injuries and 
the emergence of a load of 
freshmen in the frontcourt 
have cut his playing time 
substantially, and Jones 
could pick and choose what 
school he wanted to transfer 
to and get more minutes, if 
that’s what he decides to do.

Christian Williams finding a 
role off the bench

Williams was in the 
starting lineup for the sea-
son-opener against Ken-
nesaw State. Since then, 
freshman Jordan Bohan-
non has emerged as a reli-
able floor general who can 
also knock down his fair 
share of 3-point shots.

The move to a bench 
role hasn’t fazed Williams 
one bit, according to his 
head coach.

What Williams brings to 
the table is elite defense, 

and he has been on top of 
his game lately.

“He’s been incredibly 
professional. He just keeps 
grinding,” McCaffery said. 
“Put him on the scout team; 
put him on the second team; 
put him in the lineup. Jordan 
tweaks something and give 
him the ball, ‘Whatever you 
need me to do.’ That’s a spe-
cial character that he has.”

During a 30-second span 
in the loss at Michigan 
State, Williams stole the 
ball three times, resulting 
in points for the Hawkeyes.

Spurts such as those make 

SEE NOTEBOOK, 8

Losing streak meets
losing streak
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By ADAM HENSLEY | adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Iowa (14-13), currently on a three-
game losing streak, needs to find its 
winning ways in order to make a run 
up the cluttered Big Ten standings.

Luckily for the Hawkeyes, they will 
clash with another team in the midst 
of a late-season slump.

Indiana (15-12) will travel here 
today for an 8:05 p.m. tipoff in Carv-
er-Hawkeye. Before Iowa’s three-game 

skid, the Hawkeyes built up a three-
game winning stretch. But since Peter 
Jok’s return on Feb. 5 in a win against 
Nebraska, Iowa hasn’t looked the same.

An offense that grew accustomed 
to scoring in the mid-80s scored 66 
points in back-to-back losses.

This pivotal conference matchup 
features two teams that love to shoot 
the 3-ball, but Iowa can’t solely focus 
on just that aspect of Indiana’s play.

“Yeah, they are going to shoot a 

bunch of [3s],” head coach Fran Mc-
Caffery said. “But they also get them 
off of dribble penetration. They al-
so get them off post-feed kickouts. I 
mean, I think they shoot a lot of 3s, 
but I don’t think they shoot a lot of 
bad 3s. I think they are pretty good 
with their shot selection.”

Iowa failed to shoot better than 
38.9-percent from the field in those 

Iowa head coach Fran McCaffery talks with a referee during the Illinois game on Feb. 18 in Carver-Hawkeye. The Illini defeated the Hawkeyes, 70-66. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

IOWA VS. INDIANA
IOWA: (14-13) INDIANA: (15-12)

WHEN: 8:05 P.M.
WHERE: CARVER-HAWKEYE
WATCH: ESPN
TICKETS: ADULTS, $28
YOUTH (18 & UNDER), $15SEE MEN’S, 8

NOTEBOOK

Keeping up with the Jones

Iowa guard Christian Williams shoots a 3 against Illinois on Feb. 18 in Carver-Hawkeye. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

POINT/COUNTERPOINT

How many Big Ten champs 
will Iowa wrestling crown on 
March 5?

When Iowa heads to Bloomington for the Big 
Ten Championships, two of its prized competi-
tors will be crowned champion of the best con-
ference in college wrestling. 

While guys such as Cory Clark, Michael Ke-
merer, Sammy Brooks, and maybe even Alex 
Meyer have a chance, there are reasons they 
may not get the job done this year.

A redshirt freshman, Kemerer is still young, 
Clark has been battling an injury almost all 
year, Meyer has been a little inconsistent but 
has flashed potential, and Brooks suffered a 
hard loss by fall against Penn State’s Bo Nickal 
already this year.

The first champion is no surprise. Thom-
as Gilman has been on an absolute tear this 
season, and he will do more of the same come 
March 4 and 5. With an undefeated 24-0 record, 
he has been ranked atop the 125-pound rank-
ings for the duration of the season. 

After a runner-up finish at last year’s 
NCAAs, Gilman looks poised to make it back to 
the finals and to pick up a Big Ten title. 

The other Hawkeye who will take home a ti-
tle is Brandon Sorensen. This is finally the time 
Sorensen gets his revenge on Zain Retherford 
of Penn State.

In his career, Sorensen is 0-3 against the No. 
1-ranked 149-pounder, with losses coming in 
last year’s Big Ten Championship finals and 

SEE PCP, 8

Wrestlers 
try to scale 
championship 
mountain
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