
By KAYLI REESE
kayli-reese@uiowa.edu

With colds and flu sweeping the 
nation during this season, sickness-
es and diseases are not too far from 
most people’s minds. In the Iowa 
Legislature, however, these topics 
are beginning to be discussed in a 
different way: A bill is in the works 
that would allow parents to STEt of 
vaccinations for their children.

Rep. Vicki Lensing, D-Iowa City, 
said Iowa’s vaccination law allows 
children to be exempt for religious 
reasons, but the new proposal would 
allow exemptions for any parents’ 

personal convictions about vaccina-
tions. She said the bill is currently 
in the Human Resources Committee 
and not scheduled for 
the floor just yet.

Most states want 
vaccinations to start 
prior to attending pre-
school, she said. In op-
posing the legislation, 
she said, she believes 
the issue is one of pub-
lic safety.

“As a parent, you 
don’t want children 
exposed to illnesses they don’t need 
to have,” Lensing said.

While respecting people’s belief in 
not wanting vaccinations for their 
children, she said, a lot of people 
could be in jeopardy of exposure to 
disease as a result. For example, 
Lensing said, when California al-
lowed vaccination exemptions, an 
outbreak of measles occurred.

Beth Tarini, division director of 
general pediatrics and adolescent 
medicine at the University of Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics, also cited the 
high risks of disease when vaccina-
tion exemptions are allowed.

“Even if you have a few people here 
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By MARISSA PAYNE
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

It may become more difficult to strike 
a work-life balance for University of Io-
wa students after the UI altered its re-
quirements for gaining residency.

Students planning to apply for resi-
dency in Iowa must work at least 1,560 
hours annually, which 
equates to 30 hours per 
week, on average. By IRS 
guidelines, this counts as 
full-time employment.

According to the UI 
admissions website, 45.5 
percent of UI students 
were classified as non-
residents in fall 2015.

“As a public university 
reliant on state funding, 
we must regularly review university pol-
icies and practices to make sure they are 
aligned with the Iowa Code and adminis-
trative rules and regulations,” said Jene-
ane Beck, the UI assistant vice president 
for External Relations, in a statement 
emailed to campus communicators and 
shared governance leaders. “… Our pro-
cess for determining if a person has moved 
to Iowa to establish a domicile in the state 
has been altered to better reflect the intent 
of the rules outlined by the existing policy 
that governs this process.”

Currently enrolled students who 
have started the process of gaining 
residency and are part-time stu-
dents will apply for residency under 
the old guidelines, said UI Registrar 
Larry Lockwood. The new require-
ments will be effective May 1.

Considering the Iowa Legislature’s 
vote to cut $8 million from the UI’s 
budget, Lockwood said other states 
facing funding issues could re-eval-
uate their own residency guidelines. 

More than a shot in the dark

SEE BILL, 2

Beck
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SEE VACCINE, 2SEE RESIDENCY, 2

UI students applying for 
residency must work 30 hours 
each week while enrolled 
part-time over the course of 
12 months to gain residency 
in the state of Iowa.

By NAOMI HOFFERBER | naomi-hofferber@uiowa.edu

The Iowa City City Council, on a 7-0 vote, adopted 
a food-truck pilot program Tuesday night that would 
allow food trucks to operate from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. on 
Fridays and Saturdays. They will operate in three lo-
cations for one month at each site. 

The April location will be on North Clinton Street 
near the East Side residence halls, the May location 
will be in the Robert A. Lee Recreation Center parking 
lot, and the June location will be on Dubuque Street 
under the Biology Buildings walkway. The council de-

cided on the locations taking into account the location 
of brick-and-mortar restaurants and the amount of 
foot traffic. 

A kickoff event for the food trucks will take place 
March 31 in the Robert A. Lee Recreation Center park-
ing lot.

Barry Nelson, the vice president of operations of 
Panchero’s Mexican Grill, noted concerns that the 
brick-and-mortar restaurants had about issues of fair-
ness and competition. 

The City Council passes a food-truck pilot program that will begin in April.

SEE FOOD TRUCK, 2
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Legislature bargaining bill concerns faculty
By ANNA KAYSER
anna-kayser@uiowa.edu

House Study Bill 84, which 
relates to public employees 
who use collective bargain-
ing, was introduced Tuesday 
and could hit the University 
of Northern Iowa harder than 
any of the other state institu-
tions, said Joe Gorton, a UNI 

associate professor. 
The bill includes educator 

employment matters, per-
sonal records and settlement 
agreements, and health-in-
surance matters, making pen-
alties applicable. 

“If this bill passes and be-
comes a law, it's going to turn 
UNI to a place of destabiliza-
tion and conflict,” Gorton said. 

The University of Iowa and 
Iowa State University would 
be affected less because they 
don’t have as much collective 
bargaining, Gorton said. 

He leads a petition to protect 
collective bargaining and halt 
the bill. He estimates that it 
has more than 530 signatures. 

Gorton also conducted a survey 
that asked UNI faculty members 

how they would react to changes 
in collective bargaining. 

“Our survey shows that a 
large percentage of faculty 
would consider leaving UNI if 
this collective-bargaining bill 
passes into a law,” Gorton said. 

UNI has been using collec-
tive bargaining for 40 years. 
Gorton said it has worked well 
and enabled the faculty to 

work with administration to 
solve problems. 

Without collective bargain-
ing, Gorton believes there will 
be more conflicts and lawsuits, 
as well as damage to morale 
among staff. 

Collective bargaining “gov-
erns how the rights, wages, 

Lensing
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(Photos by Racheal Westergard)



He said he could see this 
happening particularly in 
states with a simpler pro-
cess of gaining residency, 
where the student only 
has to register to vote 
and get a driver’s license 
to be classified as a resi-
dent for tuition purposes.

“I think there will be 
more states that start look-
ing at their residency rules, 
too,” he said. “Each state 
now has a one-year wait 
for tuition purposes.” This 
wait means students pay 
nonresident tuition in the 
year they undergo the res-
idency application process.

UI student Jordan 
Rand, who is from Chica-
go, gained residency after 
coming to the universi-
ty as a transfer student. 
Rand plays club soccer and 
was also on the team while 
trying to gain residency, 
and he said work some-
times made playing soccer 
on the team difficult.

“I feel like the more you 
work, it’s kind of hard to 
get involved with other 
things,” he said.

Rand said he qualified for 
the Advantage Iowa schol-
arship, but because he came 
in as a transfer student and 
could not get the scholar-
ship, gaining residency was 
a better option for him.

Students who enroll at 
the UI as nonresidents and 

later qualify as residents 
for tuition purposes are not 
eligible for resident schol-
arships, Beck said.

“Once you get the in-
state [tuition], it’s signifi-
cantly less to go here,” 
Rand said. “Even though 
you’re kind of a little bit 
behind … you’re not pay-
ing as much, and that’s 
less scholarship money 
that they have to give out.”

Lockwood said the 
change to requirements has 
the potential to lead to a 
decline in nonresident stu-
dent enrollment at the UI. 

“Some students might 
back out just because of that 
and go elsewhere,” he said.

For students who de-
cide gaining residency is 
the right choice for them, 

Diane Hauser, the direc-
tor of academic advising 
in the College of Liberal 
Arts & Sciences, said she 
suggests working closely 
with academic advisers 
and financial literacy spe-
cialists. She also recom-
mends students working 
30 hours each week enroll 
in no more than six semes-
ter hours of courses.

“We don’t want you to 
have huge bills after you 
graduate,” she said. “We 
want you to have the right 
kinds of course loads so that 
you’re doing well during the 
semester and can meet your 
academic and your career 
goals, and it’s important 
to be able to have options 
available and the financial 
piece of it is really tough.”

and conditions of 180,000 
public employees in Iowa 
are decided,” said Gor-
ton’s petition to govern-
ment officials. 

Gorton said although 
the bill would hit UNI 
the hardest, it could also 
greatly affect the medi-
cal center at the Univer-
sity of Iowa.  

“Some of the things 

that I’m concerned with 
is that it’s going to af-
fect health-care workers’ 
general work-life bal-
ance … the health-care 
people that I work with 
are going to be at the 
will of their employers,” 
said Lynnette Halstead, 
a UI registered nurse. 
Halstead is also the pres-
ident of the University of 
Iowa Hospitals chapter 
of the Service Employ-
ees International Union. 
“That, in effect, is maybe 
going to change the way 

we care for our patients. 
The whole thing is going 
to snowball back down to 
patient care.”

Halstead also said she 
is concerned that law-
makers are rushing the 
bill, as it might not give 
people a chance to voice 
their opinion. 

“Very concerned that 
those people that it af-
fects have not had a 
chance to get out there 
and speak about this,” 
Halstead said.

She said she hopes the 

petition does its job to 
keep collective-bargain-
ing laws the way they are.

The petition is aimed 
at both the state gov-
ernment and the Board 
of Regents. 

“We want the legisla-
tive leaders and the gov-
ernor to take a step back 
to look at the damage 
they’re about to cause,” 
Gorton said.

Gorton said the re-
gents should step up to 
try to stop the bill from 
passing into a law.

UI juniors Riley Arnold and Annalise Castro sit in the second-floor hallway of the IMU on Tuesday. Arnold studies English and public policy and Castro studies 
psychology and art. (The Daily Iowan/Olivia Sun) 
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and there not vaccinated,” 
she said, “many members 
of the community could 
pass on illnesses.”

Tarini said some chil-
dren, such as those with 
cancer, are not able to 
receive vaccinations 
for health reasons, and 
those kids are put at an 
additional risk of dis-
ease if more and more 
children are exempt 
from vaccinations.

Having opt-outs based 
in philosophical and per-
sonal convictions, she 
said, have been shown to 

significantly decrease the 
number of vaccinations 
given to children, rather 
than just allowing reli-
gious exemptions. Tarini 
said studies, such as the 
one featured in the New 
England Journal of Med-
icine, have shown that 
when a state offers a gen-
eral opt-out, the number 
of child vaccinations de-
creases; the exemption 
rate went from 0.99 per-
cent to 2.54 percent be-
tween the years of 1991 
and 2004 when a state 
offered a general opt-out.

Tea Ho, co-president 
of the Iowa City School 
District parent organi-
zation, said while she 
cannot speak for the or-

ganization as a whole, 
she believes opting out of 
vaccinations should not 
be allowed.

Exempting vaccina-
tions based on personal 
beliefs, she said, com-
promises the health of 
everyone around, in-
cluding children unable 
to receive vaccinations. 
The federal government 
needs to step in to pro-
tect kids, she said, be-
cause some parents still 
believe myths, such as 
vaccines cause autism, 
that have since been 
proven to be false.

Ho said vaccination 
exemptions could lead 
to disease outbreaks, 
such as the outbreak in 

mumps in 2015 at the 
UI. She cites this as a 
good example of how eas-
ily illnesses can spread 
throughout a population, 
and she also stresses the 
importance of continuing 
to receive vaccinations 
throughout numerous 
stages of one’s life, not 
just the initial vaccina-
tions given when young.

Lensing said it is the 
job of the public-health 
system and the Legisla-
ture to better educate so-
ciety on the importance 
of vaccinations.

“The number of people 
jeopardized [when peo-
ple exempt from vaccina-
tions] is a scary thing,” 
she said.

“The brick-and-mortar 
restaurants that have 
been here have been here 
for decades,” Nelson said. 
“Success came hard, and 
it was a long time coming. 
The brick-and-mortar op-
erators have taken a great 
deal of personal risk. They 
have all worked together 
to create this environ-
ment that we have now. 
As brick-and-mortar 
restaurants, and as peo-
ple, they were here the 
whole time regardless 
of season, regardless of 
weather, regardless of 
the time of day. There 

is a great deal of oppo-
sition to the idea of food 
trucks operating down-
town. In the end, we sim-
ply just want and ask for 
due deliberation.”

Kyle Sieck, the owner 
of Local Burrito Catering 
and a member of the Io-
wa City Mobile Vending 
Association, spoke in sup-
port of the pilot program. 

“We don’t want to be 
setting up in front of peo-
ple’s businesses, creating 
conflict, disrespecting 
people. That’s not what 
a healthy food-truck cul-
ture is about,” he said. 
“I truly believe that food 
trucks can address the 
underserved areas; the 
dorms, they’re under-
served at nighttime.”

Sieck said vendors at 
the Robert A. Lee park-
ing lot location could 
provide a non-alcoholic 
late-night environment 
for people. 

“The citizens love food 
trucks [it increases the 
vitality of our communi-
ty,” he said. “We can fig-
ure out how to make it 
happen in a delicate way.”

Councilor Kingsley 
Botchway said he sees 
food trucks as entrepre-
neurial and supports 
the food-truck culture 
element in Iowa City, not 
only downtown.

“I still believe we 
should not necessari-
ly be focusing just on 
downtown,” Botchway 
said. “I live currently 

on the Southeast Side, 
and even when I lived 
on the West Side, there 
are some times at night 
where I’ve appreciat-
ed being able to just pop 
down the street and gr-
ab something from that 
standpoint instead of hav-
ing to think about going 
all the way downtown.”

The May location of 
the food trucks will give 
easy food access to UI 
students living in the 
East Side dorms.

“Many, many years 
ago, I lived in Currier, so 
a food truck having been 
there in that area many 
years ago would have 
been wonderful between 
10 and 2,” Councilor Pau-
line Taylor said.

@ T H E DA I LY I O WA N
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By MADELEINE NEAL 
madeleine-neal@uiowa.edu

Johnson County held 
its first public input ses-
sion to create a compre-
hensive plan Tuesday 
evening at the Lone Tree 
Community Center.

In a press release on 
the Johnson County web-
site, residents were in-
vited to help create “the 
first-ever comprehensive 
plan for the county.”

Nate Mueller, an assis-
tant director of Johnson 
County planning, develop-
ment, and sustainability, 

said the comprehensive 
plan will be much more en-
compassing than the coun-
ty’s current “land use” plan.

“For [the county] spe-
cifically, [the plan is] 
much more encompass-
ing,” he said. “[The plan 
is] making sure we really 
address all the areas that 
need addressing.”

Five public input ses-
sions are set to take place 
through March. 

“We’re really curious 
as to what everyone will 
say,” Mueller said. “We 
like to hear from as many 
people as possible — [peo-

ple feel] strongly about 
one way or another.”

The release calls the 
county’s latest plan “JoCo 
2.0 — Sustaining Success 
Through 2028.”

“[The plan] will involve 
updating the current land 
use plan for the unincor-
porated areas,” according 
to the release. “And adding 
sections to more fully ad-
dress agriculture and natu-
ral resources, economic de-
velopment, housing, public 
infrastructure, natural haz-
ards, and sustainability.”

Mike Carberry, the vice 
chairman of the Johnson 

County Board of Supervi-
sors, said some decisions 
will be made based on in-
formation gathered from 
the hearings. 

“[We are] hoping for a lot 
of public input,” he said. 
“[There will] obviously [be 
a] difference in opinions.”

Carberry said he hopes 
to see people who rep-
resent all different con-
stituents — farmers and 
members of rural com-
munities to prevent a 
suburban sprawl.

“[I am] not sure how it’ll 
go over,” he said. “[The 
plan is a] little more than 

[just] land use.”
The website’s release 

said a “steering commit-
tee” of 21 members from 
across Johnson County 
will help lead the process. 

The website also said 
JEO Consulting Group 
and Confluence, a group 
focused on engineering, 
architecture, surveying 
and planning throughout 
the Midwest, and John-
son County’s Planning, 
Development and Sus-
tainability Department, 
will arrange the pub-
lic-input sessions. 

Supervisor Chairwom-

an Janelle Rettig said she 
hopes the new plan will 
be all-encompassing.

Rettig said the plan 
will be carefully defined 
on where the county 
will allow growth — she 
hopes the plan will limit 
“urban sprawl.”

“I hope it protects sen-
sitive areas and agricul-
tural areas,” she said. “[I 
hope areas] best used for 
agriculture stay that way.”

The next public input 
session will take place 
Feb. 16 from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
the Kent Park Education 
Center in Oxford.

Johnson County seeks comprehensive plan

Graduate students get teaching boost
A UI program provides teaching-based workshops to help faculty become better teachers.
By JASON ESTRADA
jason-estrada@uiowa.edu

A workshop for grad-
uate students and post-
docs was held on Feb. 3 
to teach them different 
approaches for the learn-
ing experience of first-
year undergraduates.

The Center for the Inte-
gration of Research, Teach-
ing, and Learning is a na-
tional network to improve 
teaching skills for many 
academic fields at different 
universities. The Universi-
ty of Iowa joined the group, 
established in 2003, with 
the support from the Na-
tional Science Foundation.

Erin Barnes, the pro-
gram coordinator for the 
organization at the UI, 

said her group affords op-
portunities for graduate 
students and post-doctoral 
students to enhance their 
portfolios when participat-
ing in the workshops.

“Right now, locally, we 
are developing our teach-
ing workshops,” she said. 
“We have been and will 
continue to work close-
ly with both the Center 
for Teaching, and also 
the Office of Graduate 
Teaching Excellence to 
offer content that meets 
students’ needs.”

The workshop was facil-
itated by four individuals 
from University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison, University of 
Tennessee-Knoxville, and 
Washington University in 
St. Louis. More than 50 

people registered and 40 
were present as each of the 
facilitators led the course 
online using a webcam.

Don Gillian-Daniel, the 
center’s institution net-
work leader from Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison, 
said the workshop was 
first held at his school last 
semester. Officials then de-
cided it would be valuable 
to offer across the network.

“We hope to get stu-
dents to think about how 
first-year undergraduates 
learn differently than 
other undergraduate stu-
dents,” he said. “So we 
want them to think about 
where first-year students 
are developed mentally 
and how that can impact 
their learning.”

Katharine Pei, the assis-
tant director of the First-
Year Center from Washing-
ton University at St. Louis, 
said the activities were 
organized in four small 
groups, consisting of 10 
participants who were led 
by one facilitator. They used 
a program similar to ICON.

“There is a function 
called Blackford Collabo-
rate, and we had a Power-
Point we created together 
that all of the participants 
in the online classroom 
can see,” she said. “We 
did online activities so it 
would be more engaging.”

Kevin Clarke, the assis-
tant director of Academic 
Engagement and Center 
for the First-Year Experi-
ence at University of Wis-

consin-Madison, said the 
workshop went well.

“There was definitely a 
lot of active engagement, 
people were participating 
in a lot of the activities, 
sharing good ideas, ask-
ing new questions; there 
was a lot of thanks and 
appreciations at the end, 
people were highlighting 
some of the resources 
and sharing other ideas,” 
he said. “So it definitely 
was a very engaged envi-
ronment, particularly for 
being online.”

There are more opportu-
nities for graduate students 

and post-doctoral students 
to register for workshops 
in the future. Courses are 
offered every semester and 
in the summer.

“This is a really great 
opportunity for graduate 
students on your campus 
to connect with students 
across the nation and get a 
sense of the different type 
of perspectives, different 
type of teaching approach-
es that get used and find 
common approaches that 
get used from across insti-
tutions across the country 
and in the classrooms,” 
Gillian-Daniel said.
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How the left helped create Trump
By DAN WILLIAMS
dan.willia@yahoo.com

A Trump-like president 
has been a long time in 
the making.

While the left’s wide-
spread protesting and civil 
unrest succeeded in getting 
this country out of an un-
just, unpopular, and bloody 
war — Vietnam — the left 
splintered. The cultural left, 
institutionalized in universi-
ties, abandoned everything 
except for a symbolic alle-
giance to the working class. 
They set to work on a cul-
tural program that focused 
on forms of social, instead of 
economic, oppression. They 
succeeded, for example, in 
reducing sexism and racism 
in the workplace, schools, 
and the culture at large.

However, this social 
progress came at a heavy 
cost. Globalization ravaged 

the working class and the 
dominant narrative of the 
cultural left was, when not 
simply ignorance, some-
thing ineffectual. Acknowl-
edging the tragedies of a 
globalizing economy in 
words but not in action, the 
left abandoned the working 
class to examine such plati-
tudes as “capitalism is evil.” 
The radical left became the 
establishment, training doc-
ile, abstract speculators of 
oppression rather than po-
litically engaged members 
of civil society. It was only a 
matter of time before a pop-
ulist uprising took place and 
a “strongman” took power.

This, at least, is the analy-
sis that Richard Rorty gives 
in his book Achieving Our 
Country. Rorty writes, “At 
[some] point, something will 
crack. The non-suburban 
electorate will decide that 
the system has failed and 

start looking around for a 
strongman to vote for — 
someone willing to assure 
them that, once he is elect-
ed, the smug bureaucrats, 
tricky lawyers, overpaid 
bond salesmen, and post-
modernist professors will no 
longer be calling the shots.”

Rorty wrote these words in 
1997, a scenario he described 
as a mere “possible world.” 

The problem is the view, 
fashionable for sometime 
now in liberal circles and 
promulgated in some class-
rooms, that America was 
conceived in the irredeem-
able sin of imperialism. In 
this view, the slaughter 
of the Native Americans 
(or any tragedy you wish) 
is an indelible stain from 
which America — especial-
ly white Americans — can 
never, ever expunge. Any 
attempt to do the real work 
of improving self and coun-

try is sneered at as naïve, 
conformist, and bourgeois. 
This cult of America’s Orig-
inal Sin, which the cultural 
leftists never hesitate to 
invoke as a way of put-
ting American pride in its 
place, must be checked, if 
not actively fought against.

It is likely President 
Trump is not going to deliv-
er on the economic promis-
es he made to the working 
class. Democrats — I mean 
the actual Democrats who 
are members of our commu-
nity, not politicians in far-off 
places — need to recognize 
this as an opportunity to 
reforge its alliances with 
the working class. Teachers, 
writers, and activists need 
to do more than just spread 
a message of political reform 
(instead of adolescent rage 
and resentment); they need 
to teach how to become a 
member of civil society.

DeVos confirmation a step back

COLUMN

Last week, for the first 
time ever, the Council for 
Higher Education Accredi-
tation annual conference in 
Washington, D.C., featured a 
panel on accreditation from 
the perspective of students.

In my role as Univer-
sity of Iowa student-body 
president, I joined the 
student-government pres-
idents from Carnegie Mel-
lon University and Uni-
versity of Houston to offer 
our thoughts on the topic to  
300 accreditation experts.

Council President Judith 
Eaton introduced our panel 
by saying she was “excited but 
slightly embarrassed” that 
this was the first time the con-
ference included students.

Others echoed her 
enthusiasm.

“The thoughtfulness 
and subtle analysis by the 
student-government pres-
idents really helped rein-
force the message about 
the importance of student 
participation,” said former 
Deputy Under Secretary 
of Education Jamienne 
Studley, who moderated 
the student-leader panel. 

Accreditation is a re-
view process conducted by 
external bodies that aims 
to hold higher-education 
institutions accountable 
for quality assurance and 
improvement. As of No-
vember 2015, the accredi-
tation council represented 
more than 3,000 American 
colleges and universities. 

The process is important 
because institutions must 
be accredited to be eligible 
for federal and state funds.

While student engage-
ment in the accreditation 
process varies from institu-
tion to institution, students 
have historically played a 
limited role, she said, noting 
there are only two consis-
tent ways student input is 
solicited during the accredi-
tation process. First, accredi-
tors are required to consider 
the formal complaints that 
students have submitted 
against the institution 
during a review. Second, 
all institutions must allow 
the external accreditation 
review team to meet with 
students for an open, uncen-
sored discussion about their 
student experience.

Studley, however, believes 
students should be more 
engaged with the process 
of identifying institutional 
values, shaping university 
priorities, determining how 
resources are allocated, and 
developing accreditation 
standards. She emphasized 
people who are new to the 
accreditation process can 
offer new perspectives and 
fresh ideas.

Shane Smith, the stu-
dent-government president 
at the University of Hous-
ton, agrees. He is involved 
with his school’s re-accred-
itation process through the 
Commission on Colleges of 
the Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools.
Unfortunately, he said, ma-

ny students on his campus 
are unaware of what accred-
itation is and why it matters.

“Most students don’t 
know it exists. Accredita-
tion is something that is 
very behind-the-scenes,” 
Smith said.“... I think if you 
polled students, you’d just 
find that nobody knew how 
it’s done, how often it’s do-
ne, what goes into it, how it 
affects them, how it affects 
the value of their degree.”

Others say students 
need to be more involved 
in the quality-assurance 
process because the demo-
graphics of higher educa-
tion are rapidly changing. 
I met 25-year-old Simon 
Boehme, the director of 
student engagement at the 
Quality Assurance Com-
mons, at the conference.

“The demographics of ac-
creditation do not match the 
demographics of the average 
student body,” he said to me.

Boehme, who calls him-
self a “student advocate 
in higher education and 
accreditation,” believes 
students need a more in-
stitutionalized role in the 
accreditation process. 

Smith and Boehme both 
believe accreditation prior-
ities would change if stu-
dents were more involved.

“Imagine if students 
were engaged in the con-
versations and could say, 
‘Well, did you think about 

sexual assault, did you 
think about diversity in the 
classroom, did you think 
about a woman of color’s 
perspective?’’ Boehme said.

This conversation is rel-
evant to our campus com-
munity at the University 
of Iowa. I talked to Lon Mo-
eller, the associate provost 
for undergraduate edu-
cation, who serves as the 
accreditation liaison officer 
between the UI and its ac-
crediting body, the Higher 
Learning Commission. He 
thinks about the UI’s next 
on-site accreditation vis-
it, which is scheduled for 
March 25-26, 2019. During 
the visit, the external re-
view team will analyze ev-
erything from student ser-
vices to online programs to 
general education courses.

Moeller said administra-
tors make many of the de-
cisions about accreditation 
criteria, and he agrees stu-
dents should have more of 
a say. He plans to approach 
a group of students in six to 
eight months to begin gath-
ering their perspectives on 
our accreditation review.

“As consumers of the 
product, you have a better 
sense of what’s going on on 
the frontlines,” he said. “Ulti-
mately, we need your voice.”

— Rachel Zuckerman, 
UI Student Government 
president (often works with 
Associate Provost Lon Mo-
eller on student initiatives)

COLUMN

By HANNAH SOYER
hannah-soyer@uiowa.edu 

I attended public schools 
in the Johnston School Dis-
trict in my hometown of 
Johnston, Iowa, which is 
the home of ChildServe, an 
organization that provides 
many services for people 
with disabilities up to the 
age of 21. As someone with 
a disability myself, I used 
services from ChildServe 
when I was still living at 
home and under the age of 
21, mostly physical thera-
py and coverage of person-
al-care services. ChildServe 
provides group homes for 
people with disabilities and 
all of these homes are in or 
near Johnston, meaning the 
public schools had many 
students with disabilities.

Our high school was split 
level, and up until my junior 

year, the elevator was not 
up to code. It was incredibly 
small — there was anoth-
er student in a wheelchair 
whose chair was bigger 
than mine and it couldn’t fit. 
It was rickety — before I got 
to high school, a teacher got 
stuck in the elevator half-
way between the first and 
second floor. It was illegal 
— it inhibited all students 
from equally accessing our 
school, which is covered by 
the Individuals with Dis-
abilities Education Act.

On Tuesday, Congress 
confirmed Betsy DeVos as 
the U.S. secretary of Educa-
tion. In DeVos’s Jan. 17 con-
firmation hearing, she sug-
gested each state should 
be able to choose whether 
it would enforce IDEA and 
later claimed she had been 
confused about what IDEA 
entailed. DeVos has also 

championed private schools 
over public schools, which is 
alarming for many reasons, 
foremost in my mind being 
that IDEA does not apply to 
private schools, because pri-
vate schools do not receive 
federal funding.

On Jan. 23, DeVos sent a 
letter to Sen. Johnny Isakson, 
R-Ga., a member of the Sen-
ate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor and Pen-
sions, in which she claimed to 
fully explain her “position on 
the importance of protecting 
the rights of students with 
disabilities and ensuring they 
receive the quality education 
they deserve.” Her letter went 
on to say she would enforce 
the federal law and give stu-
dents with disabilities more 
choices. What she means by 
this is anybody’s guess. I, for 
one, have no faith in her abili-
ty to protect education for all. 

We have an incredibly 
long way to go as a country 
in regard to education for 
people with disabilities, 
and Tuesday, we took a gi-
ant step backwards. I am 
thankful I am no longer in 
K-12 school, and I’ve been 
thankful I’ve been out of 
high school for four years 
now, but for starkly dif-
ferent reasons than being 
concerned about my abili-
ty to access free and equal 
education. And while I 
may have made it out 
safely, there are still about 
20 percent of students who 
have disabilities who will 
have to reconcile any de-
cisions DeVos may imple-
ment. The rights of people 
with disabilities have once 
again been swept aside, 
and for me, this is met 
with equal parts heart-
break and outrage.

I spent Sunday after-
noon on the edge of my 
seat in Mabie Theater, 
watching with intrigue 
and astonishment as the 
Simpsons family took a 
new form on stage in the 
currently running Uni-
versity of Iowa production 
Mr. Burns, a post electric 
play. The show was like 
nothing I have ever seen 
before. It broke every rule 
and pushed every button 
fiercely and unapologet-
ically. The play uses the 
lens of one “Simpsons” ep-
isode to take the audience 
through a postapocalyptic, 
dystopian, and apparently 
near future in which the 
human race is left with 
virtually nothing.

The play shatters every 
expectation. It is nothing 
like conventional theater, 
with no plot or regular 
cast of characters. The 
play gets more distant 
from conventions as it 
goes along, until the final 
act breaks off completely 
into musical theater. Mr. 
Burns is as crazy, strange, 
and nonsensical as an 
apocalypse itself might 
be, forcing the audience 
to think about what could 
happen if the human race 
found itself in a position 
in which all we once had 
was taken away.

As the play went on, 
I looked around at the 
audience members sur-
rounding me. There was 
no defining characteristic. 
The theater contained a 
wide range of ethnicities, 
ages, and genders. Yet, 
here we all were, sitting 
together in an intimate 
setting, watching a per-
formance about the end 
of the world and sharing 
in our laughter, our tears, 
and our bewilderment.

Theater brings people 
together in a way that lit-
tle else does. There is an 
intimacy and an under-
standing among audience 

members and the perform-
ers, who are pouring their 
hearts out only a few feet 
in front of us, while we 
stare at them and react 
to them. Theater offers 
the unique opportunity to 
provoke a discussion about 
real-world issues through 
the lens of storytelling, 
regardless of how conven-
tionally (or unconvention-
ally) a story is told. Be-
cause of theater’s position 
as a medium that attracts 
people from all walks of 
life, it has an opportuni-
ty to grip a wide range of 
people and leave them in-
spired, thoughtful, and full 
of new knowledge.

In the current state of 
our country, in which our 
citizens often feel danger-
ously divided, theater is a 
vitally important outlet to 
spark healthy conversa-
tion and spread knowledge 
in a safe atmosphere.

After Mr. Burns ended, 
there was much talk in 
the lobby about how the 
apocalypse as represent-
ed in this play did not feel 
so far off from the world 
we are living in now. The 
near future, as the play 
refers to its first act, felt 
very, very near. My friend 
and I wondered how we 
could prevent such a fu-
ture. We heard conver-
sations all around us 
expressing the same con-
cerns and desires to act 
before it’s too late.

The unconventionality 
of Mr. Burns demanded 
that the audience mem-
bers step out of their 
comfort zones and see 
the world differently. The 
end of the play had a deep 
impact. The audience sat 
quietly for a long moment, 
absorbing the perfor-
mance with a sense of un-
easiness and amazement. 
Theater has the power to 
poke until strong emo-
tions are inevitable, until 
it takes effort to calm rac-
ing thoughts. Theater has 
the power to make people 
listen. That alone is an 
astronomical accomplish-
ment in a society in which 
it is so easy to shut ears to 
the voices of others.

If you possibly can, see 
Mr. Burns before the end 
of its run and be part of 
this vital conversation.

LAURA TOWNSEND
laura-townsend@uiowa.edu

Power of theater 
in today’s politics

Students as voice on accreditation
GUEST COLUMN
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Center takes aim with HIV testing, advice

School Board approves school bond for facilities

By AJA WITT
aja-witt@uiowa.edu

For nearly 20 years, Feb. 
7 has been recognized as 
National Black HIV and 
AIDS Awareness Day. 
Founded in 1999, the day 
is designed to educate, 
destigmatize, and mobi-
lize the African-American 
community against the 
HIV and AIDS epidemic. 

With that in mind, the 
University of Iowa Af-
ro-American Cultural 
Center and the Johnson 
County Public Health De-
partment held an open-
door event Tuesday eve-
ning at the cultural center. 
The event offered free HIV 
testing and profession-
al advice to students in a 
confidential setting.

Berrett Chestleigh, a 
graduate assistant for 
University of Iowa Cul-
tural & LGBTQ Resource 
Centers, said the annual 
event was an opportunity 
for the cultural center to 
get involved in an issue 

that affects African-Amer-
ican students and the 
community every day. 

“We want to show that 
we care about the students 
holistically,” Chestleigh 
said. “We care about your 
health, we care about your 
growth, we care about all 
of the parts of your devel-
opment in life.” 

He said he wants stu-
dents to feel like the Afro 
Center is a safe space to 
discuss these sensitive 
topics and to gain more in-
formation about AIDS and 
HIV, particularly in com-
munities of color.

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control & Pre-
vention, African Americans 
had the highest percentage 
of HIV diagnoses in the 
South, Midwest, and the 
Northeast in 2015, with per-
centages of 55, 47, and 42. 

In 2015, African Ameri-
cans disproportionately ac-
counted for 45 percent of all 
HIV diagnoses and 48 per-
cent of all AIDS diagnoses. 

More than half, 58 per-

cent of African Americans 
diagnosed with HIV in 
2015, identified as gay or 
bisexual men, and 38 per-
cent were ages 13-24. 

Kathryn Edel, a John-
son County HIV health 
educator and administra-
tor of the free HIV testing, 
said there are several fac-
tors that can help explain 
these numbers.

“Access to care is a defi-
nite component,” Edel 
said. “Trust in systems, 
trust in doctors … There’s 
a long history of minority 
groups being forced to do 
things against their will.”

Edel said poverty has a 
lot to do with it as well and 
pointed out that poverty and 
a lack of access to health 
care are closely associated. 

Edel added the John-
son County Public 
Health Department has 
several programs to try 
to reach marginalized 
populations, including 
the Johnson County Free 
Medical Clinic, Prelude 
Behavioral Services, and 

a partnership with the 
UI Hospitals & Clinics.

According to the CDC, 
the diagnoses for HIV 
and AIDS among Afri-
can-American communi-
ties has leveled off recent-
ly, declining 2 percentage 
points in 2010 and in-

creasing less than 1 per-
centage point since 2010. 

A’Lantra Wright, the of-
fice coordinator for the Afro 
Center, was excited to hear 
about the event and said 
she hopes it will alleviate 
what she called a stigma 
around getting tested. 

“I think it’s a great thing 
that the cultural center is 
having this event,” Wright 
said. “... And it’s [the cen-
ter] a safe place for people 
of color and LGBTQ where 
no one’s going to judge 
them, or condemn them, 
for wanting to get tested.”

The University of Iowa Afro-American Cultural Center provided free HIV testing and professional advice to students.

By JASON ESTRADA
jason-estrada@uiowa.edu

The Iowa City School 
Board voted 5-2 for a 
$190 million bond issue 
to fund district facilities 
through 2023.

For the bond issue to 
be approved, a 60 percent 
voter approval is required 
to pass. The School Board 
election ballot will likely 
appear in this fall.

Board member Chris 
Liebig said he opposes 
the proposal.

“I thought there were too 
many projects included in 
the proposal that were too 
hard to defend,” he said. “A 
lot of the projects are neces-
sary and useful, but I think 
you need to be able to go the 
voters and defend every sin-
gle project in that plan.” 

Some of the projects were 
speculative, Liebig  said, 
when the School Board won’t 
know about enrollment pro-
jections six years from now.

Despite his stance on the 
issue, some of the schools in 
the district are happy that 
the bond issue has passed.

City High Principal John 
Bacon said he is a big sup-
porter of the plan.

“I am excited to actively 
support and work to gain 
passage of this bond issue. 
It’s the right thing for our 
community; it’s a great plan,” 
he said. “It’s something that 
truly touches and improves 

every single school in the dis-
trict, and that’s why I love it.” 

If the bond issue passes, 
City High will receive many 
enhancements. 

“The building will be ful-
ly air-conditioned, which 
is long overdue,” Bacon 
said. “We would be looking 
at adding a gymnasium, 
a cafeteria, and then our 
dream scenario is to reno-
vate our existing cafeteria 
facility into an industrial 
technology facility.”

Officials haven’t drawn a 
blueprint yet, but Bacon said 
he hopes his vision of the im-
provements will make the 
school an an amazing facility.

Nick Proud, the prin-
cipal of Burford Garner 
Elementary, a school in 
North Liberty, supports 
the bond issue as well.

“Well, I think in any 
situation this is a much 
needed update to a variety 
of buildings, brings a lot of 
great upgrades to a num-
ber of schools including 
heating and air-condition-
ing that don’t have that 
yet,” he said. “Plus, it’s 
a sign of support for our 
growing community, and I 
see the board is trying to 
look at this as a commit-
ment to our kids, not just 
now, but in the future.”

For Burford Garner, a 
new elementary school 
would be built on the prop-
erty north of its building, 
which will ease the cur-

rent student population. 
As a result, the temporary 
classrooms would be elim-
inated. Another enhance-
ment would be a new art 
and music room.

Bacon and Proud said 
they hope the school-
bond issue is approved 

by the voters because of 
the effect it can have on 
students and education.

“I think we really have 
to highlight the impor-
tance of this for our kids 
and the impact it’s going 
to have all across the dis-
trict; I think those are the 

most important pieces,” 
Proud said. “We really 
have to look at changing 
the learning environment 
and bringing our older 
schools up to date.”

Bacon echoed Proud’s view.  
“I think people will take 

the time to learn what exact-

ly it is and make a wise deci-
sion,” he said. “I understand 
and appreciate and respect 
we’re asking for people’s 
support in tax dollars, and 
we need to make sure that 
people understand what 
great benefits we’re getting 
for their investment.”

The Johnson County Public Health Department gave free HIV testing and advice to students at the Afro-American Cultural Center on 
Tuesday. The confidential space was open from 2-5 p.m. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert) 
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The Daily Iowan Ethics and Politics Initiative is funded by a 
private donor and will appear every other week this semester. 
The team’s mission is to understand, interpret, analyze and re-
port on topics, trends and personalities that shape politics in 
Iowa and the United States, and to recognize the importance 
of a strong ethical foundation in its pursuits. Check out 
dailyiowanepi.com for exclusive content.
 
Email daily-iowan@uiowa.edu with story ideas, press 
releases, or reader comments.

Despite opposition, Senate confirms DeVos
WASHINGTON (AP) — Charter school advocate Betsy DeVos won con-

firmation as Education Department secretary Tuesday by the slimmest of 
margins, pushed to approval only by the historic, tie-breaking vote of Vice 
President Mike Pence.

Two Republicans, Susan Collins of Maine and Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, 
joined Democrats in a marathon effort to derail the nomination of the 
wealthy Republican donor. The Senate historian said Pence’s vote was the 
first by a vice president to break a 50-50 tie on a Cabinet nomination.

Despite the win, DeVos emerged bruised from the highly divisive nomi-
nation fight. Opposed by half the Senate, she faced criticism, even ridicule 
for lack of experience and confusion during her confirmation hearing. At 
one point, she said some schools should have guns because of the threat 
of grizzly bears.

And there has been scathing opposition from teachers’ unions and civ-
il-rights activists over her support of charter schools and her conservative 
religious ideology.

President Trump accused Democrats of seeking to torpedo education 
progress. In a tweet before the vote, he wrote, “Betsy DeVos is a reformer, 
and she is going to be a great Education Sec. for our kids.”

DeVos was sworn in hours after the Senate vote by Pence, who told the 
new Cabinet member: “I wasn’t just voting for you. Having seen your devo-
tion to improving the quality of education for some of our most vulnerable 

children across the nation for so many years, I was also casting a vote for 
America’s children.”

“I can tell you, my vote for Betsy DeVos was the easiest vote I ever cast,” 
Pence said.

Betsy DeVos testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington at her Education secretary con-
firmation hearing before the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Com-
mittee. DeVos narrowly won Senate confirmation on Feb. 7 when Vice President 
Mike Pence broke a 50-50 tie. (Associated Press/Carolyn Kaster)
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By MOLLY HUNTER | molly-hunter@uiowa.edu

Animals-rights activists contin-
ue to question the constitutional-
ity of so-called ag-gag legislation 
prohibiting undercover investiga-
tions of livestock operations. While 
Iowa’s law has not come under fire 
for violating the Constitution, ani-
mal-rights activists say it is partic-
ularly restrictive.

Rather than banning filming or 
photographing, as Idaho, Utah, and 
North Carolina have done, Iowa’s 
law — House File 589, passed in 
2012 — targets those who lie about 
their history or intentions in order 
to get inside a production facility. 
Alicia Prygoski, the Humane Soci-
ety of the U.S. public-policy coordi-
nator, said the nature of Iowa’s law 
makes it nearly impossible for an 
investigator to get on a farm.

Animal-rights groups have criti-
cized such legislation, arguing it vio-
lates the First Amendment. But, said 
Laurie Johns, the Iowa Farm Bureau 
public-relations manager, producers 
worry about being targeted by groups 
looking to put them out of business.

“It’s pretty easy in any industry to 
find the worst-case scenario and blow 
that out of proportion, like that’s … 
mainstream agriculture, when that 
is clearly not the case,” said Mike Tel-
ford, the executive director of the Io-
wa Animal Farm Care network. “The 
Humane Society of the United States, 
as well as PETA … it appears that 
their goal is to stop all meat consump-
tion and all animal production. You’ve 
got people with an ax to grind … and 
they’ve misrepresented themselves.”

But animal-rights activists argue 
the issue of transparency lies with 
the livestock industry.

“Americans have a vested interest 
in knowing that their food is being 
produced safely,” Prygoski said. “Un-
fortunately, due to agribusiness lobby-
ing, there is virtually no governmental 
oversight of these farms in the country.”

While state and federal govern-
ments perform inspections and en-
force regulations on the conditions 
of livestock facilities, few laws cover 
the welfare of livestock animals.

At the state level, Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources regula-
tions focus largely on environmental 
health concerns, and the Iowa De-
partment of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship only performs inspec-
tions of companion-animal breed-
ers, such as dog breeders.

“If there are concerns about an-
imal abuse or neglect, folks can re-
port that to their local law-enforce-
ment officials,” said Dustin Vande 
Hoef, the communications director 
at the Iowa Agriculture Department.

At the federal level, the Animal 
Welfare Act, enforced by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Ser-
vice, does not apply to animals used 
for “fiber, fur, or food,” said Tanya 
Espinosa, one of the inspection ser-
vice’s public-affairs specialists.

According to the Animal Legal De-
fense Fund, there are no federal laws 
governing the conditions under which 
farm animals are raised. The only fed-
eral regulations apply during trans-
portation and the time of slaughter.

Vehicles transporting animals to 
slaughter are required by the 28-hour 
law to stop every 28 hours to give 
livestock food, water, and exercise.

“The Humane Methods of Slaugh-
ter Act applies, as the name sug-
gests, only at the time of slaughter, 
and it excludes poultry,” said Vand-
hana Bala, the general counsel for 
Mercy for Animals. 

Prygoski said investigations con-
ducted by the Humane Society before 
the laws were introduced prove there 
was a need to know what goes on be-
hind livestock facilities’ closed doors.

Examples of abuse alleged by the 
Humane Society’s investigations 
include the forced cannibalism at 
Kentucky’s Iron Maiden Hog Farm 
or the situation uncovered at Hall-
mark Meatpacking Co. in Chino, 
California, in which sick downer 
cattle were used in the nation’s 
school-food supply.

But, Telford said, Iowa producers 
have a vested interest in keeping their 
animals healthy and generally do an 
excellent job of caring for their livestock.

“The only way you have animals 
that produce well is if they’re very 
well-cared for and very comfort-
able,” Telford said.

In addition, the Iowa Farm Animal 
Care network works to promote re-
sponsible, humane care and provides 
a help line for those with concerns.

Telford said most calls come from 
producers with questions and have 
to do with isolated incidents.

“Say there’s an operation and an-
imals are being mistreated — for 
example, a horse that’s not being 
well-fed — and it’s not really even a 
production situation,” he said.

If a situation requires further atten-

tion, the network works with the Iowa 
Animal Rescue League and members 
of Iowa State University Animal Sci-
ence Department and veterinary med-
ical staff to perform an evaluation.

“They give a full report to the … 
owner of the animal so they can 
follow up,” Telford said.

Despite the promotion of best 
practices, animal-rights activists 
insist there is still a need for their 
investigative work.

“It’s important to note that ag-gag 
bills don’t just threaten animals,” 
Prygoski said. “They threaten fac-
tory-farm workers, journalists, the 
environment, and public health. 
At the end of the day, 70 different 
interest groups have opposed one 
type of ag-gag bill or another.”

The Humane Society has helped 
defeat more than 30 bills across the 
country in the past six years.

Prygoski said the success of an ag-
riculture bill usually depends on the 
kind of restrictions mandated. Record-
ing bans have proven to be particularly 
unpopular. Currently, North Carolina, 
Iowa, Missouri, Utah, Alabama, and 
Kansas have agriculture laws in place.

Until recently, Idaho was al-
so counted among those states. 
Idaho’s law, the Agricultural Se-
curity Act, punished undercover 
animal-rights investigators with 
fees and prison time. It was struck 
down in 2015 after a federal dis-
trict court judge found the law vio-
lated the First Amendment.

Utah’s legislation provoked a 
similar backlash in 2016, when 
PETA and the Animal Legal De-
fense Fund filed a lawsuit contend-
ing that the law violated the First 
Amendment and the Equal Protec-
tion Clause of the Constitution.

The challenges to Idaho’s and 
Utah’s laws are currently pending 
in the 9th and 10th Circuits of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals.

Prygoski said 
there is a need 
for investigative work 
and only increased 
government oversight 
might justify what 
she refers to as ag-
gag laws.
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ACROSS
 1 Bee ball?
 6 Somewhat
10 Historian’s 

focus
14 Sarcastic 

“Amazing!”
15 Hedonistic sort
16 Janis’s spouse 

in the comics
17 The new dentist 

wanted to 
make a good 
…

20 Gymnast’s 
asset

21 Secret group in 
“The Da Vinci 
Code”

22 Important 
contacts

23 Kind of cross or 
yogurt

24 The dentist 
helped the 
patient afford 
the visit with a 
…

28 Previously, 
previously

32 Mystical 
character

33 Albanian 
currency

34 Info on a wine 
label

35 Target of 
crunches

36 Heads for the 
bar?

39 Org. that 
prohibits 
traveling

40 Dispatched, as 
a dragon

42 Young sea lion
43 Big D.C. lobby
44 Rogen of 

“Sausage 
Party”

45 The dentist 
sorted all 
the bristled 
instruments 
into …

48 “Too rich for 
my blood”

50 Flub
51 Super 8 

alternative

54 Burst out 
laughing

58 When it was 
time for the 
filling, the 
dentist asked 
for, well, …

60 “Diana” singer 
Paul

61 Like Mother 
Hubbard’s 
cupboard

62 Insurance giant
63 Capone’s 

nemesis
64 Call in court
65 A workout 

works one up

DOWN
 1 Loose change 

“collector”
 2 Fillmore’s party
 3 Prefix with 

cultural
 4 Decline again
 5 Parceling (out)
 6 ___ ant
 7 Word after 

carrot or muffin
 8 Night light up 

north
 9 Intensify
10 It’ll open many 

doors
11 Like much of 

Arizona
12 Plum used to 

flavor gin
13 Singer Tennille
18 By ___ (alone)
19 Good name for 

a plaintiff?
23 Die
24 Pentagon V.I.P.s
25 Belarussian 

money

26 Atlas extra
27 Barack Obama, 

astrologically
29 Kidney-related
30 Buffalo pro
31 Bunkers
37 M M M
38 Shape of the 

world
41 Friskies rival
43 All plane 

attendants in 
attendance

45 Congo ape

46 Where fashions 
debut

47 Some luxury 
bags

49 Short amount 
of time?

51 Cannon on 
screen

52 Best of the 
best

53 Big laughs

54 Word in 
some French 
restaurant 
names

55 Franklin’s flier

56 What’s got the 
upper hand?

57 Surveyor’s map

59 Numero after 
due
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This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.
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Expect the best. Prepare for the worst.
— Muhammad Ali Jinnah

KRUIprogramming

DAILYBREAK

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details to: daily-iowan@
uiowa.edu

• “Making College Affordable: Adven-
tures in Scholar-Activism,” Sara
 Goldrick-Rab, 2 p.m. Feb. 13, W113 Sea-
shore, and “Paying the Price: College 
Costs, Financial Aid, and the Betrayal 
of the American Dream,” 7 p.m., Iowa 
City Public Library Room A, 123 S. Linn
• Craig Sloan, executive VP of Fox 
Sports Media, 2:30 p.m., W401 Pappajohn
• Staff Council Meeting, 2:30 p.m., 
2520D University Capitol Center
• Recent Changes to Immigration/
Refugee Law and Policy, 6 p.m., Iowa 
City Public Library Room A,123 S. Linn
• Show What You Know, 6:30 p.m., 
Main Library Learning Commons Group 
Area D
• Iowa Bibliophiles, Iowa’s Method 
Man: Himie Voxman and instrumental 
instruction books, Katie Buehner, 6:30 
p.m., Voxman Benton Music Library
• “Live From Prairie Lights,” Michael 
Tisserand, nonfiction, 7 p.m., Prairie 
Lights, 15 S. Dubuque
• Soil, 7:30 p.m., Hancher
• Mr. Burns, a post-electric play, Main-
stage Series, 8 p.m., Theater Building 
Mabie Theater

Wednesday, February 8, 2017 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes

DOONESBURY by Garry Trudeau 

DILBERT® by Scott Adams

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley Miller

7

Random Thoughts

• I’d have a lot more respect for the 
members of PETA if they loved

all animals as much as they loved 
high horses.

• It’s one of life’s greatest ironies 
that as children, all we want to

do is be adults, but that as adults, 
all we want to do is drink, and
cry, and eat cheese, and then 

maybe drink and cry some more.

• Instead of hold music, they 
should just put everyone current-
ly on hold into a conference call. 

At least then you’d have someone 
to talk to who might actually care 

how pissed off you are about 
being on hold.

• OKCupid is a odd name for dating site, 
but moreover “OK” is an odd

modifier for any brand. Would you buy 
a water gun called an “Okay

Soaker,” rock out to OKDeth, or read a 
book called OK Expectations?

Would people have voted to doom 
future generations had the tagline

simply been “Make America OK Again”?

• In a world in which there exists 
caramel with sea salt, I ask why

non-sea-salted caramel still exists 
with the same belligerence

creationists use to argue that, if 
evolution were a fact, there
wouldn’t still be monkeys.

Andrew R. Juhl has had too 
much time to think lately.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Don’t expect a smooth transition to take place regarding work 
or dealing with partners. Use intelligence to help you decide what’s best. If you act on impulse 
or let your emotions get in the way of sound judgment, you will have regrets.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Control your emotions, and keep your private affairs a secret. 
Do what you do best, but don’t boast about your attributes or your achievements. A reserved 
approach to whatever you do will get you much further ahead.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20):  Settle down. Know what you want, and don’t let it get away. 
Make positive changes that will improve your life and help you reach your goals. Don’t feel the 
need to overspend just to impress someone. Offering affection should be sufficient.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): You’ll be tempted to make impulsive decisions or changes based 
on an emotional situation or assumption. Step away from whatever is going on until you get 
a clear picture of what’s actually taking place. Avoid interference.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don’t give in to someone who tries to bully or pressure you into 
something you don’t want to do. Use your charm and intelligence to encourage others to let 
you do things your way. Travel will lead to new beginnings.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):  Put more energy into the causes orconcerns that matter to you. 
Your input will be appreciated when it comes to making a cash donation. Try to offer physical 
help rather than financial. Protect your possessions.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): It’s out with the old and in with the new. It’s up to you to effect 
changes in your life that will bring you the happiness you are searching for. Don’t settle for less 
when you could have so much more.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Check out the way other people do things or the lifestyles that 
would suit you best. There is always room for improvement, and if you set reasonable goals, 
you will have no trouble turning your dreams into a reality. Follow your heart.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):You can accomplish a lot if you work from home. Setting 
up conference calls or discussing plans with someone you look up to will allow you to reach an 
outcome that benefits everyone around you.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Personal situations could get blown out of proportion. Limit 
emotional confrontations, and avoid getting involved in joint ventures that put too much 
responsibility on you. Maintaining balance in all aspects of your life will be important.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):  Get moving. Put everything you’ve got into reaching your 
goal. Set a high standard, and prove that you are capable of anything you set your mind to. 
Celebrate your life, laugh, and be happy.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Work quietly toward your goals. Don’t make an impulsive 
decision based on only a few facts. Time is on your side, and keeping perfection in mind will 
be in your best interest. Use intelligence, not muscle, to get what you want.

 •W•E•D•N•E•S•D•A•Y•
EMO HOUR 12 A.M.
MORNING DRIVE 8 A.M.
NEWS @ NINE 9 A.M.
ZATZ THE BASS 10 A.M.
DJ TRAINING 11 A.M.
NEWS @ NOON 
ASK A LAWYER 12:30 P.M.
THE BLITZ 1 P.M.
SPORTS SQUAWK 2 P.M.
TROUT MASK HOUR 3 P.M.
TRANSLATE IOWA PROJEC T 4 P.M.
NEWS @ FIVE 5 P.M.
VACCI-NATION 6 P.M.
GLOBAL PERSPEC TIVE 7 P.M.
ERIN AND ERIN 9 P.M.

THE PLUG 10 P.M.



our team’s going to come 
together this spring.”

She noted how diverse 
the pitching staff will be, 
which will in turn make it 
harder on opposing lineups.

“It’s really beneficial to 
our team, especially this 
year, we’ve got a handful 
of pitchers that all have 
different, unique styles 
and different pitches 
that they really work 
with more,” she said. 
“So for us with different 
teams this year, it’s go-
ing to be beneficial for us 
to use different pitchers.”

The Hawkeyes have ex-
perience, as well as depth 
on their side this season. 
The infield in particular is 
one of the most experienced 
groups in the Big Ten.

Seniors Claire Fritsch 
and Mullarkey, along 
with juniors Sarah 
Kurtz and Katy Taylor, 
have 387 starts among 
the four of them for the 
Hawkeyes — Mullar-
key at first base (115), 
Fritsch at second (145), 
Kurtz at third (83), and 
Taylor at shortstop (44).

“One of our goals is to 
make the Big Ten Tour-
nament and make an 
impact this year,” Mul-
larkey said on hawkeye-
sports.com. “For the past 

couple seasons, we hav-
en’t had really success-
ful conference seasons. I 
think this year we really 
have that drive and that 
work ethic we put in all 
fall to get us to where we 
want to be this confer-
ence season. And hope-
fully, this preseason will 
help us prepare for that, 
and I think we’re ready 
to prove ourselves.”

The softball team will 
start its season on Friday 
against Abilene Chris-
tian in San Marcos, Tex-
as, as part of the Centu-
rylink Classic at Texas 
State. The rest of the field 
includes Texas A&M-Cor-
pus Christi, Texas State, 
and Texas Tech.

awareness and ability to 
run the offense. 

In 23 games, Davis 
was 72-of-82 on free 
throws, an impressive 
87 percent that no other 
Hawkeye surpassed. 

Last season, she shot 22 
percent from the 3-point 
line, so coming into this 
season, she pledged to 
become more consistent 
behind the arc. She in-
creased her percentage 
to 33 percent, making her 
the team’s second-best 
shooter, behind senior Al-
ly Disterhoft.

After one of her best per-

formances this season in 
a home contest on Jan. 22 
against Minnesota, things 
were beginning to consis-
tently click on all cylinders 
for Davis.

“I definitely feel like I’ve 
got my mojo back,” Davis 
said. “My great teammates, 
coaching staff, and every-
one on the bench has the 
utmost confidence in me. 
So I just don’t want to let 
them down.”

Which is why her injury 
is even more frustrating 
for the Hawkeyes, because 
during this great run of 
games, Davis has been 
playing her best basketball. 

Where to now?
Iowa still has an NCAA 

Tournament bid to fight for 

with six games left on the 
schedule. Davis’ injury and 
the crushing defeat on the 
road against Michigan put 
the Hawkeyes in a tough 
spot at the moment.

With a young roster, 
Iowa must work to not 
flush this season away 
and instead come out in-
spired to make a run to 
the Big Dance. 

As the team leader, 
Disterhoft must instill 
a strong mentality in 
the team that its goal is 
still achievable, the next 
man’s just going to have 
to step up.

Lately, the Iowa bench 
has done its job in giving the 
starters rest and contribut-
ing in the game by rebound-
ing and playing defense. 

But now that mental-
ity is gone, and if the 
Hawkeyes want to end 
the season on a high 
note, the bench must 
start affecting the game 
offensively in the ab-
sence of Davis’s 10.9 
points per game. 

When injuries to star 
players happen, it seems 

to have one of two effects 
— the team either folds 
without the contributions 
of the player, or rallies 
around the adversity and 
plays inspired basketball.

Davis is the type of 
player to demand that 
style of inspired basket-
ball from her teammates, 
but only time will tell. 

“I was just really proud 
of how we were able to 
pull away and get con-
secutive stops,” forward 
Nicholas Baer said.

Minnesota started 
off Big Ten play 3-1 but 
since then has gone 
1-5 (a five-game losing 
stretch before beating Il-
linois, 68-59, on Feb. 4).

Nate Mason leads the 
Gophers in scoring, net-
ting 14 points per con-
test. He’s also shooting 
better than 40 percent 
from 3-point range.

As a team, Minnesota 
ranks second in the NCAA 

in blocks per game (6.4).
Standing at 6-10 and 

weighing 260 pounds, 
Reggie Lynch leads the 
swatting charge and the 
defense, for that matter.

Lynch grabs 6 boards 
a game and blocks 3.1 
shots (his blocks rank 
him No. 4 in the nation).

Lynch is an inter-
esting matchup for the 
Hawkeyes, who are ex-
tremely athletic in the 
frontcourt but not all that 
tall. Tyler Cook, Ahmad 
Wagner, Cordell Pemsl, 
and the rest of Iowa’s big 
men will need to get Lynch 
off his feet to get him out 
of a defensive rhythm.

This game is the only time 
Iowa and Minnesota will 
play in the regular season.

The last time these 
two teams played, 
Feb. 14 last season in 
Carver-Hawkeye, the 
Hawkeyes hung on for a 
75-71 victory, thanks in 
part to Jok’s 27 points. 
Jarrod Uthoff and An-
thony Clemmons scored 
24 and 12, but only four 
other Hawkeyes scored, 
and none of them sur-
passed 5 points.

Uthoff also added an 
impressive 15 rebounds 
and 6 blocked shots.

Tonight’s game against 
the Gophers will be televised 
on the Big Ten Network.

After their battle with 
Minnesota, the Hawkeyes 
will travel for a pivotal 
matchup against Michigan 
State on Saturday.
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WOMEN’S
CONTINUED FROM 10

By BLAKE DOWSON
blake-dowson@uiowa.edu

Tuesday was a big day for 
the Iowa Athletics Depart-
ment when it came to awards. 
Four student-athletes were 
honored: two by the univer-
sity, one by the Big Ten, and 
one by Perfect Game.

Neustrom named presea-
son All-Big Ten

Even though the weath-
er Tuesday seemed like 
the furthest thing from 
baseball season, there was 

news on the baseball front.
Robert Neustrom, a 

sophomore outfielder for 
the Hawkeyes, was named 
to the preseason All-Big 
Ten team by Perfect Game. 

Neustrom hit .307 last 
year as a true freshman, 
starting a bulk of Iowa’s 
games in right field. He 
also scored 24 runs and 
drove in another 21 in 52 
games. His biggest dam-
age came during the Big 
Ten Tournament, when 
he hit .462 during the 
Hawkeye’s run to the 
championship game.

Nick Gallagher was 
also recognized by Per-
fect Game as having the 
best breaking ball in 
the conference. 

Gallagher did his best 
work out of the bull-
pen last season for the 
Hawkeyes, but he will 
presumably slide into a 
weekend starter role this 
upcoming season.

Gilman is No. 1 Big Ten 
wrestler this week

Thomas Gilman seem-
ingly does something ev-

ery match that makes peo-
ple say “wow.” 

He did it again versus 
Minnesota on Sunday, 
coming back from an 
8-0 first period deficit 
against No. 6 Ethan Liz-
ak and pinning him in 
the third.

Gilman’s other weekend 
performance, against Jens 
Lantz of Wisconsin, ended 
in a 21-8 major decision.

His 2-0 weekend record 
moved him to 21-0 this 
season, which has him 
perched at the No. 1 rank-
ing at 125 pounds.

Sullivan, Theodorou 
named Iowa Athletes of 
the Month

A couple of foreign ath-
letes stole the spotlight at 
Iowa during the month of 
January, as New Zealand 
native Charlotte Sullivan 
of the women’s gymnastics 
team and Greece native 
Lefteris Theodorou of the 
men’s tennis team were 
named female and male 
Athletes of the Month.

Freshman Sullivan has 
started her Hawkeye ca-
reer with a bang. She has 

earned five event titles 
through five meets for the 
No. 22 women’s gymnas-
tics squad, and she was 
named Big Ten Freshman 
of the Week on Jan. 8.

Theodorou is in his 
third year on campus, hav-
ing made an impact on the 
Iowa tennis program each 
season. Theodorou has 
beaten two NCAA qual-
ifiers from last year and 
helped the Hawkeyes beat 
Texas Tech in the Intercol-
legiate Tennis Association 
Kickoff in Lubbock, Texas, 
earlier this year.

Neustrom, Gilman, Sullivan, Theodorou honored

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 10

Iowa forward Ahmad Wagner gets fouled on a layup attempt during the game between Iowa and Maryland at Carver 
Hawkeye on Thursday, January 19, 2017. The Hawkeyes made a strong second half push but came up short to the Terra-
pins by the final score of 84-76. (The Daily Iowan/ Alex Kroeze)

Iowa pitcher Shayla Starkenburg pitches the ball during game three of the Iowa-Minnesota game at Bob Pearl Field on Sunday, May 8, 
2016. The Hawkeyes lost to the Golden Gophers, 12-0 in five innings. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

MEN’S
CONTINUED FROM 10
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By BLAKE DOWSON
blake-dowson@uiowa.edu

The 2016 Iowa softball season did not go 
as planned. 13 wins and 39 losses wasn’t 
where head coach Mar-
la Looper wanted to be. It 
wasn’t where anybody want-
ed to be.

On top of that, the 
Hawkeyes only managed 
three wins during confer-
ence play.

But all of that is in the 
past, and with the 2017 
spring season knocking on 
the door, the overwhelming 
message from Looper to her 
team is energy. In order for the team to be 
successful this year, they will have to bring 
energy on and off the field, and in practice 
as well as games.

“We’ve had a lot of energy so far in prac-
tice. We’re really pumped up to play,” soph-
omore Mallory Kilian said at the team’s 
media day in an interview with hawkeye-
sports.com on Feb. 2. “[We’re] running the 
bases really hard. Our lineup has shown 
that we can hit the ball.”

It’s the depth on the roster this year that 
Looper said sets this team apart from the 
2016 version.

There are at least six pitchers who could 
contribute this season, and the lineup is 
led by Kaitlyn Mullarkey, who paced Iowa 
in runs, doubles, triples, RBIs, and steals.

“Right now, we have more depth at every 
position than we’ve ever had,” Looper said 
in an interview with hawkeyesports.com. 
“And we have multi-position athletes that 
we shift wherever we need to put them. 
That’s the fun part. It makes writing a 
lineup a little easier in a sense of we have 
options. One of the challenges of being a 
coach is figuring out what those best op-
tions are.”

Shayla Starkenburg is back for one more 
season as a Hawkeye, and she will be one 
of the leaders of the Hawkeye pitching 
staff. Starkenburg, an Ankeny native, had 
a 5.79 ERA last season and a 4-15 overall 
record. The highlight of the career came 
as a redshirt sophomore when she threw a 
no-hitter against Southern Utah.

She will be joined by a young group of women. 
“It’s exciting that we have a lot of re-

turners that have lots of experience under 
their belt, as well as a bunch of freshmen 
that could have a big impact this year,” 
Starkenburg said on hawkeyesports.com. 
“To me, that’s really exciting to see how 

By ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Riding its longest win 
streak in Big Ten play this 
season, Iowa (14-10) will 
travel to Minneapolis to 
face Minnesota (16-7) for 
its 12th conference game of 
the year tonight at 8 p.m. 

The Hawkeyes, without 
Peter Jok for two of those 
three games during the 
winning streak, found 
other scoring options in 
the senior’s absence.

Earning the Big Ten 
Freshman of the Week 
honor after games 
against Rutgers and Ne-
braska, Jordan Bohannon 
shone. The Marion native 
averaged 16 points, 3 as-
sists, 2.5 rebounds, and 1 
steal per game.

He also broke Iowa’s 
record for 3-pointers by 
a freshman.

“You just can’t rattle 
him,” head coach Fran 
McCaffery said. “He 
plays at his pace. You 
can’t rush him. He knows 
exactly what we want 
done. The other thing he 
has is incredible amne-
sia. If he makes a mis-
take, it never lingers on 
him. That’s an important 
characteristic to have.”

Defensive intensity 
picked up over the past 
two games as well. Before 
the wins against Rutgers 
and Nebraska, Iowa gave 
up an average of 80.6 

points a game on defense.  
During the last two victo-
ries, Iowa allowed 63 and 
70 points. Those numbers 
are good enough to win a 
lot of games.

“Everybody stepped 
up,” Jok said. “Everybody 
played really good defense.”

Nebraska got off to a 
hot start in the first half 
on Sunday. The

Huskers shot 57 per-
cent from the field, and 
would have had the score 
tied at half if not for 
Jok’s make at the half-
time buzzer.

In the second half, Io-

wa clamped down on de-
fense; Nebraska managed 
to shoot just 31.6 percent 
from the field and an even 
more abysmal 7.7 per-
cent from 3-point range 

(through the entire game, 
the  Hawkeyes limited 
the Huskers to 3 3-point-
ers on 20 attempts).
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Hoops faces life 
after Davis

Kilian
sophmore

IOWA VS. MINNESOTA
(14-10, 6-5) (16-7, 4-6)

WHERE: WILLIAMS ARENA, MINNEAPOLIS 
WHEN: 8:06 P.M. 
WATCH: BTN

Iowa guard Tania Davis shoots the ball during the Iowa-Minnesota game on Saturday, January 21st, 2017. The Hawkeyes defeated the Gophers, 80-65. (The Daily Iowan/Rachael Westergard) 

Iowa guard Peter Jok takes a three during a men’s basketball game in Carver-Hawkeye Arena between Iowa and Rutgers on Sunday, 
Jan. 8, 2017. The Hawkeyes defeated the Scarlet Knights, 68-62. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)

Men’s bball 
remaining 
schedule
FEB. 8
AT MINNESOTA

FEB. 11
AT MICHIGAN STATE

FEB. 18
VS. ILLINOIS

FEB. 21
VS. INDIANA

FEB. 25
AT MARYLAND

MARCH 5
VS. PENN STATE

MARCH 2
AT WISCONSIN

Hawkeyes put winning streak 
on the line against Gophers SEE SOFTBALL, 8

Softball 
ready for 
new start

By MICHAEL MCCURDY | michael-p-mccurdy@uiowa.edu
On Sunday, the Iowa women’s basketball team suf-

fered a heart-wrenching defeat on the road against a 
stellar Michigan squad in a game in which it was out-
scored 20-9 in the fourth quarter. Late in the fourth 
quarter of that game, Iowa starting point guard Tania 
Davis went down with a knee injury that only escalat-
ed the difficulty of winning.

After getting back to Iowa City, the Hawkeyes re-
ceived another jab to the gut when doctors reported 
that Davis had torn her ACL. Davis, who missed some 
of her freshman year with a shoulder injury, won’t see 
action again until her junior year. 

What a year for Davis 
Coming into her sophomore year, Davis was hopeful 

to put her past shoulder injury aside and improve her 
game by being consistent with her shot and bettering 
her decision skills to ultimately increase her freshman 
assist total of 111 in 33 games.

Only playing in 23 games so far this season, Davis 
was not able to surpass her previous total, but she was 
well on pace to do so if it had not have been for the inju-
ry. She improved drastically from last season in her court 

SEASON STATS
TANIA DAVIS

FEB. 6- OUT WITH INJURY (ACL)

23 games (23 starts)
30.4 minutes per game
10.9 points per game
4.3 assists per game

3.7 rebounds per game
1 steal per game

SEE WOMEN’S, 8

SEE MEN’S, 8
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