
By JENNA LARSON
jenna-larson@uiowa.edu

The 43rd class in the University of Iowa’s 
physician-assistant program graduated 
from a new integrated-training model.

For the first three semesters that the 
students are in graduate school, they take 
all of their classes with medical students. A 
physician assistant works under the super-
vision of a doctor.

“It is a unique feature of our program to 
have the medical students and [physician 
assistant] students incorporated in a way 
where they take the first three semesters 
of the same course work,” said Professor 
David Asprey, the head of the Physician As-
sistant Studies Program in the UI Carver 
College of Medicine.

Approximately 60 to 65 percent of phy-
sician-assistant classes enrolled before 
2014 were integrated with medical stu-
dents, said Clinical Proffessor Anthony 
Brenneman, a program director of phy-
sician Assistant Studies.

“With this new integrated coursework, 
our students have joined the medical 
students for 100 percent of the course-
work,” he said.

Now that 100 percent of the school’s 
classroom activities are done alongside 
medical students, he said, the grading and 
expectations are the same during the di-
dactic training.

“What triggered us to begin thinking 
about doing more it in a more comprehen-

By MATTHEW JACK 
matthew-jack@uiowa.edu

U.S. Sens. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, and 
Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., announced on 
Monday that a bipartisan bill to stream-
line the process for health-care 
appointments for veterans, 
the Faster Care for Veterans 
Act, had passed both houses 
of Congress and is heading to 
the president’s desk.

The bill would direct the 
U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs to create a web-based 
program to allow veterans to 
schedule and confirm health-
care appointments for VA 
medical services. 

“The long waiting times 
our veterans face are simply 
unacceptable,” Ernst, a veteran of the 
Iowa Army National Guard, said in 
a statement. “I am pleased that my 
colleagues in both the Senate and the 
House have recognized the urgency in 

giving our veterans faster, hassle-free 
access to service.”

In June 2014, a VA internal au-
dit found more than 120,000 veter-
ans had waited at least 90 days for a 
health-care appointment or had not 

received one at all. 
The bill orders “an 18-month pilot 

program that would allow veterans to 
self-schedule, confirm, and modify out-
patient and specialty-care appointments 

in real time through the internet … 24 
hours per day, seven days per week,” the 
statement said. Additionally, veterans 
who cancel their appointments would 
immediately open that time slot to oth-
ers on the service. 

“State-of-the art technol-
ogy that makes it easier 
to schedule appointments 
already exists and is be-
ing used in other hospital 
systems,” said Klobuchar 
in the statement. “Our 
veterans have earned 
the right to use the same 
technology to schedule 
their medical appoint-
ments without unneces-
sary red tape and delays.”

In February 2015, Rich-
ard Miles, a 41-year-old veter-

an from Des Moines, was found frozen in 
a public park after taking a toxic number 
of sleeping pills. 
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By ANNA KAYSER
anna-kayser@uiowa.edu

Cassini, a NASA spacecraft orbit-
ing Saturn, has been redirected, and 
experts at the University of Iowa are 
part of that discovery.  

UI scientists helped to build part of 
Cassini. Their main focus was on the 
Radio and Plasma Wave System instru-
ment of the spacecraft. The instrument 
measures radio and plasma waves as 
well as understands the processes in 
Saturn’s moons and atmosphere. 

In April 2017, the spacecraft will 
move even closer to Saturn by mov-
ing through gaps between the rings 
of Saturn, said George Hospodarsky, 
a UI physics/astronomy associate re-
search scientist and the lead opera-
tional planner on the project. 

The rings are “pieces of comets, aster-
oids, or shattered moons that broke up 
before they reached the planet,” accord-
ing to the NASA website.

On Sept. 15, 2017, Cassini will then 
enter Saturn’s atmosphere and act some-
what like a meteor burning up as part of 
the planetary-protection requirement by 
NASA. The protection is the practice of 
protecting Solar System bodies — plan-
ets, moons, comets, and asteroids — from 
contamination by Earth life and protect-
ing Earth from possible life forms that 
may be returned from other Solar Sys-
tem bodies, according to NASA. 

“We’re especially excited for April 

UI, NASA 
combine on 
Saturn project

WORLD.
PAGE 6.

By NAOMI HOFFERBER |  naomi-hofferber@uiowa.edu

The undead have finally arrived and are now in a 
restaurant near you.

Zombie Burger, a popular Des Moines restaurant chain, 
will open its doors today at 108 E. Burlington St.. The food 
chain offers zombie-theme burgers and shakes in an un-
dead-theme restaurant.

The first Zombie Burger location opened in the East 
Village of Des Moines in 2011, and the chain has since 
spread to the Jordan Creek Town Center in Des Moines, 
Ankeny, and Coral Ridge Mall.

“The original idea came from George Formaro, the chef 
partner for Zombie Burger,” said Adam Bartelt, the mar-
keting director for Orchestrate Hospitality, a hospitality 
and management company that manages Zombie Burger. 
“He wanted to open a small burger restaurant and has 
had this lifelong love of horror. It led to his wanting to 
marry the idea of his two loves: cooking, burgers, Ameri-
can classic food, and horror films.”

Orchestrate Hospitality is behind various Des Moines 
restaurants, a few hotels, and the Zombie Burger franchise.

Each Zombie Burger restaurant displays a mural 
painted by Ron Wagner, a Des Moines artist, and depicts 
a zombie scene unique to the cityscape.

“Of all the locations we looked at [to move to], Iowa City 
was definitely at the top of the list just because of the com-
munity itself,” Bartelt said. “The college environment ob-
viously was a big draw for us as well. It’s got that density 
that we love.”

Bartelt said the company is open to looking at opportu-
nities to offer Zombie Burger through delivery apps such 
as Order Up in the future.

Zombie Burger will provide a new kind of dining expe-
rience in downtown.

“It’s exciting,” said Nate Kaeding, the retail develop-
ment director for the Downtown District said. “Our down-
town has seen a lot of growth in the past five years. With 
that kind of competition [in the Downtown District], you 
have to be unique.”

Kaeding said he hopes Zombie Burger, with its late-night 
availability, will provide a good hangout outside the con-

A mural sits inside the new Iowa City Zombie Burger on Nov. 29. Zombie Burger is a Des Moines-based chain offering zombie-theme burgers and shakes. (The Daily Iowan/Ting Xuan Tan)
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A long-awaited Zombie Burger has settled downtown.



Brandon Ketchum, 33, 
who served in the U.S. Ma-
rines and the Army Nation-
al Guard, died by suicide 
at his home in Bettendorf 
in July, followed by Curtis 
Gearhart in November, a 
32-year-old Johnston native 

who served in the U.S. Army.
In all cases, the victims 

sought out medical care 
from a VA hospital but were 
denied or delayed. Their 
deaths sparked initiatives 
from Iowa legislators to re-
form the VA system.

Rep. Dave Loebsack, 
D-Iowa, wrote regarding 
Ketchum’s death that “this 
tragedy, combined with the 
fact that over 20 veterans 

commit suicide every day, 
means that something must 
be done address this crisis.”

Both Sen. Chuck Grass-
ley, R-Iowa, and Ernst joined 
a bipartisan effort to urge 
VA Secretary Robert Mc-
Donald to comply with the 
Emergency Care Fairness 
Act, which directed the VA 
to “cover veterans with pri-
vate health insurance when 
that insurance doesn’t cover 

the full amount of non-VA 
emergency care.”

“Mr. Gearhard, Mr. 
Ketchum, Mr. Miles, and all 
of our veterans we’ve tragi-
cally lost to suicide deserved 
better from the VA,” Ernst 
said in a letter to Michael 
Missal, the VA inspector 
general. “I speak for all Io-
wans when I say that our 
veterans deserve better.”

sive fashion was when the 
curriculum for the College 
of Medicine and the medical 
students was looked at for 
accreditation in the fall of 
2009,” Asprey said.

The school was encour-
aged to think about making 
some significant revisions to 
the curriculum for updating 
purposes, he said.

“When the medical school 
decided that it needed to 
change the way that it 
taught medical sciences, it 
moved to an integrated ap-
proach,” Brenneman said.

Because the medical 
school decided to change, 
the physician-assistant pro-
gram was approached to see 
if that would work for it, too.

“It caused us as a [physi-
cian-assistant] program to 
think about what we were 
going to do,” Asprey said.

Program officials had to 
think about whether they 
wanted to have students 
spend the first three semes-
ters with medical students 
or completely separate from 
them, he said. Ultimately, 
they decided to work along-
side the medical students.

“It became evident quickly 
that it would be very positive 
to have our students taking 
all of that same coursework 
for the first three semesters 
until they go into their clini-
cal setting,” he said.

Feedback from stu-
dents in the program has 
been very positive, he 
said. They enjoy the inte-
grated training.

“It’s a model that seems 
to work well to foster re-

lationships between prac-
titioners dating all the 
way back to the begin-
ning, when they are in 
their didactic curriculum,” 
said Kim Leman, a recent 
graduate of the UI physi-
cian-assistant program.

The new model helped 
prepare the students to en-
ter any field of study, Leman 
said. The exposure to all of 
the different fields during 
the program allowed stu-
dents to have an idea of 
what field they would want 
to enter upon graduation.

“I think it’s been a huge 
benefit to share classroom 
time with medical students 
to that level,” she said.

Throughout the inte-
grated training, students 
developed a lot of great re-
lationships with each other, 
she said. Being able to work 
with the medical students in 

particular was beneficial.
“You get the opportuni-

ty to establish those rela-
tionships very early in the 
training,” she said. “It’s 
helped both [physician-as-
sistant] and medical-stu-
dents understand how 
their role complements 
each other in health care.”

Forming these rela-
tionships early will make 
physician-assistant and 
medical students better 
team members with one 
another in the real world, 
she said.

“The integration be-
tween the medical school 
and the [physician-assis-
tant] school sets us up 
nicely for good working 
relationships post-grad-
uation and a deeper un-
derstanding of the others’ 
role in the health-care 
team,” she said.

Construction continues in frigid temperatures on a future apartment complex near Linn and Court Streets on Monday. (The Daily Iowan/ Anthony Vazquez)
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METRO BRIEFS
Snow removal not just 
fun, it’s the law

According to Iowa City’s snow-removal 
ordinance, property owners must remove 
snow and ice from sidewalks bordering 
their property within 24 hours of ice accu-
mulation or an inch or more of snowfall. 

If specified in their lease, tenants may 

be responsible for clearing snow and ice. 
Students living off-campus who plan 
to leave over winter break may need to 
prepare snow-removal services ahead 
of time.

Instances of un-cleared sidewalks can 
be reported to the city office of Neighbor-
hood and Development Services. A map of 
properties under investigation is available 
online at http://www.iowa-city.org/icgov/

apps/GEN/complaintmap.asp.
Once inspected, notification of 

an existing violation will be left at 
the property, as well as mailed to the 
property owner. Following the violation 
notification, property owners have 24 
hours to clear the sidewalks. If the snow or 
ice is not removed within that period, the 
city will send a private contractor to clear 
the sidewalks. The property owner will 

be billed the cost of the labor and a $100 
administrative fee.

Only one violation notification will be 
given per season. For additional offenses, 
the city will have sidewalks cleared with-
out providing a violation notification.

Iowa City residents are also encouraged to 
keep curb ramps clear so that they may remain 
accessible to those with limited mobility. 

— by Molly Hunter
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text of an alcohol setting. The 
restaurant is open 11 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, 11 a.m to 2 a.m. 
Friday and Saturday, and 11 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday.

“We’re all really excited,” 

Kaeding said. “It’s been a 
great success for Des Moines.”

For Des Moines native and 
UI freshman Morgan Parker, 
the food and culture of Zom-
bie Burger is no stranger.

“It used to be an experi-
ence,” Parker said. “Every 
couple of months my mom 
would be like, ‘We’re go-
ing downtown,’ and we’d 
all get in the minivan 

and go to Zombie Burger. 
It was an experience — it 
added a little bit to the 
kind of weird culture that 
Des Moines was trying to 
build up.”

Parker said the atmo-
sphere of the restaurant 
was what made it unique, 
and while the stand-
alone provided that, the 
mall Zombie Burger was 

underwhelming. She is 
excited about the restau-
rant opening in Iowa City.

“I think it will be real-
ly fun,” Parker said. “The 
aesthetics of both [Iowa 
City and Des Moines] 
are very different, but 
they have a similar vein, 
which is young people be-
ing creative and getting 
kind of weird.” 

26, 2017, when Cassini 
will thread the needle 
just above Saturn’s atmo-
sphere and just below Sat-
urn’s giant ring system for 
the very first time,” stated 
Bill Kurth, a UI physics/
astronomy research sci-
entist and the principal 
investigator of the project.

Kurth said Cassini ex-
ecuted a close flyby Sat-
urn’s moon, Titan, which 
then switched its course. 
The spacecraft was 
brought into a ring graz-
ing orbit just outside the 
F-ring of Saturn. 

Scientists have detected 
hundreds of dust particles 
per second, along with the 
electromagnetic waves in 
space and planetary ra-
dio emissions. They also 
are looking for the inter-
actions between the rings 
and Saturn. 

Kurth said one of Sat-
urn’s moons, Iapetus, could 
have water on it. If the 
Cassini were to crash into 
the moon, he said, it could 
dissipate some water par-
ticles or contaminate the 
habitat there, essentially 
ruining any future discov-
eries. NASA’s protection 
requirement was created 
to protect possible hab-
itable planets, so no par-
ticles from a spacecraft  

could interfere with them. 
Hospodarsky said the 

Cassini will take system-
atic measurements as well 
as pictures of storms and 
the atmosphere of Saturn.

“Basically, the project 
is in the process of get-
ting ready for the end of 
the mission or what is 
known as the ‘grand fi-
nale,’ ” he said. 

Linda Spilker, the Cas-
sini Project scientist at the 
Jet Propulsion Lab in Pas-
adena, California, said the 
Radio and Plasma Wave 
System instrument will 
be key to understanding 
the particles in the gaps 
of Saturn’s rings. When 
Cassini flies through the 
F-ring in April, she said, 

it will use a dish to shield 
itself from the particles, 
and its antennas will help 
measure the particle hits. 

In addition to collecting 
measurements, the instru-
ment also helps NASA 
understand the magne-
tosphere of Saturn. The 
magnetosphere is caused 
through Saturn’s magnet-
ic field, which is the second 
largest in the solar system. 

“The scientists at the 
University of Iowa have 
helped us to better under-
stand the complexity of 
Saturn’s magnetic bubble,” 
Spilker said. 

The Cassini project be-
gan in July 2004 and will 
end after 17 years orbit-
ing Saturn. 
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By KASRA ZAREI 
kasra-zarei@uiowa.edu

Stroke is the leading cause 
of long-term disability and a 
leading cause of death in the 
United States. 

A stroke is a vascular 
injury to the brain. De-
pending on the location and 
severity of the brain injury, 
patients may suffer severe 
neurological impairments 
including paralysis, cog-

nitive problems, language 
deficits, or vision loss. 

The University of Iowa Hos-
pitals & Clinics Comprehen-
sive Stroke Center provides 
the latest evidence-based 
stroke treatments, and it 
recently obtained the high-
est honor available from the 
American Heart and Stroke 
Associations for stroke care, 
called “Stroke Honor Roll 
Elite Plus.”

The UI Stroke Center 

is the only stroke center 
in Iowa designated as a 
comprehensive clinic. 

“Our center is more than 
just a clinic,” said neurology 
Professor Harold Adams, 
the director of the Stroke 
Center. “It involves the col-
laboration of a wide range 
of physicians and other 
health-care professionals 
to deal with patients who 
have had a stroke with the 
resources and facilities to 

assist in modern, state-of-
the-art stroke care.”

The physicians in the cen-
ter span over specialties in 
neurology, neurosurgery, and 
emergency medicine, and 
collectively provide the best 
efforts for preventing and 
treating strokes. 

There is no typical stroke 
patient, but in general, pa-
tients with acute stroke 
are considered to have an 
emergency, and evaluation 
and treatment to limit the 
brain injury must be done 
rapidly, Adams said. 

“[At UIHC], we have a 
‘code stroke’ system to ex-
pedite emergency care,” 
said Erin Rindels, a resi-
dent nurse in the center. 
“This system is successful 
in that we are locally re-
ducing both mortality and 
severe neurological conse-
quences from stroke.” 

Rindels said stroke was 
the third leading cause of 
death in the United States 
20 years ago, but now, 
stroke is fifth thanks to 
expedited emergency care, 
an example of which is the 
“code stroke” system used 

at the Stroke Center. 
There are modifiable risk 

factors associated with in-
creased risk of stroke, in-
cluding high blood pressure, 
smoking, high cholesterol, 
diabetes, and heart disease. 

The most common 
causes of stroke include 
hardening of the arteries, 
known as atherosclerosis, 
and heart disease with an 
irregular heartbeat, but 
stroke is also an import-
ant cause of disability and 
death in younger people. 

“The causes in young peo-
ple include injuries, medi-
cal conditions complicating 
pregnancy, clotting disorders, 
and blood-vessel malforma-
tions,” Adams said. “The fre-
quency of stroke appears to 
be increasing among young 
people and may be related to 
drug abuse.”

The center is also active in 
telemedicine and telestroke 
efforts aimed at providing 
stroke care to hospitals in 
Clinton, Dubuque, Waterloo, 
and Grinnell. 

“We want to continue be-
ing a leader in testing inter-
ventions to speed the diag-

nosis, prevention, treatment, 
and recovery of stroke,” 
Adams said. “Through our 
strong national and interna-
tional presence as a leader 
in stroke, we seek to provide 
special expertise and ser-
vices that are not available 
elsewhere in Iowa.”

The Stroke Center will 
continue to be a bastion of 
education, research, and pa-
tient care related to stroke. 

“The designation reflects 
the high quality of care we 
are providing to patients 
with stroke, and as a center 
we are very pleased that our 
efforts are being recognized 
in this way,” Rindels said. 

The national recognition 
of the center is important to 
all the collaborative physi-
cians and health profession-
als who are a part of it. 

“This recognition is very 
exciting, since it’s an im-
portant external national 
validation to the hard work 
that our team does every day 
to promote good outcomes 
among Iowa stroke victims 
and their families,” said En-
rique Leira, a UI associate 
professor of neurology. 

UI Stroke Center recognized by national group

By TESSA SOLOMON
tessa-solomon@uiowa.edu

Hours before Hancher’s 
curtain rose for its final pro-
duction of the Joffrey Ballet’s 
re-imagined Nutcracker, Io-
wa City felt its first substan-
tial snow of the season. 

Children dressed in Wel-
lies and their Sunday best 
walked beside parents in 
fur coats, kicking the bright 
white mounds and catching 
flakes on their tongues. 

In the auditorium, a steady 
buzz displayed the audience’s 
excitement for their glimpse 
at Christopher Wheeldon’s 
rejuvenated ballet, nearly 10 
years in the making, a mood 
accentuated by the stage’s 
projection: The Nutcracker, 
crimson and subtle, undulat-
ing against a black, foggy sky.

The lights dimmed.
Orchestra Iowa came to life 

with a full, resounding rendi-
tion of Tchaikovsky’s classic 

Overture. It was replaced 
by cycling, sepia newspaper 
clipping covering the ballet’s 
setting — the 1893 Chicago’s 
World the Fair. The feeling 
conveyed was uplifting, un-
til the final projection, when 
the fair dimmed and grew 
distant, the lights revealing a 
wooden fence containing the 
splendor. Outside it, boys kick 
cans and roughhouse with 
one another, brown trousers 
and suspenders identifying 
them as working class.

Immediately, the audience 
understood the perspective 
that they were watching this 
reinvention through: that of 
the outsider who lingers a 
rock’s toss from splendor but 
irrevocably shut out from it 
by socioeconomic barriers. 

It’s a stark, refreshing de-
viation from the Nutcracker’s 
original setting: a wealthy 
household indulging in the lux-
uries of their good fortune. The 
reinvented cast, a tightly knit 

community of  Eastern Euro-
pean immigrants, gives the 
narrative new depths. When 
Marie, played by a sure-footed 
April Daly, received her Nut-
cracker from the Great Im-
presario (Wheeldon’s version 
of Drosselmeyer), her besotted 
gaze became all the more pow-
erful in the context of her mod-
est wooden home. 

The dances, too, benefited 
from the story shift. Care-
ful waltzes were eschewed 
for expansive, elbow-linking 
numbers composed of synco-
pated swirls and stomps de-
rivative of Polish folk dance. 
Joyfully packed into Maria’s 
shack, the neighborhood folk 
donned masks, exaggerating 
bows as they satirized the up-
per-echelon’s stuffy waltzes.

Competing with the cho-
reography for the audience’s 
attention were scenic design-
er Julian Crouch’s masterful 
use of projections, the most 
breathtaking of which came in 

Marie’s transition into the fan-
tastic world of the second act. 

After a fight between the 
Nutcracker and the Rat 
King’s army of rodents — all 
costumed in Basil Twist’s cre-
ations — the Great Impresa-
rio works his magic. Lights 
strobe as the dancer whips his 
cape, twisting the simultane-
ously wonder-struck and fear-
ful Marie like a marionette. 

The dance is equally as 
menacing and mesmeriz-
ing as the orchestra, grow-
ing the monstrous Christ-
mas tree taller with every 
crescendo and twirl. When 
the tree reaches its peak, 
crystallized branches slide 
in from both stage left and 
right, framing our heroine 
as she stares in awe at the 
world she has been trans-
ported into.

Once inside the White 
City, the music takes on a 
more traditional structure, 
but the arrangement stays 

consistent with Wheeldon’s 
fluid, contemporary touch. 
The meticulous attention 
to costumes and sets be-
comes more apparent here. 
A favorite costume is diffi-
cult to decide, with the con-
tenders being the the icy 
blue tulle and silver of the 
waltzing snowflakes or the 
liquid gold gown and spar-
kling bust of the Golden 
Statue (Wheeldon’s Sugar 
Plum Fairy). 

The delightful genius 
of Twist’s set are also im-
pressive, whether it be 
through the snowy boat 
gliding over a smoky lake, 
Mother Ginger’s walnut 
dancers that crack their 
shells intermittently while 
fleeing from nutcrackers, 
or the flowing red drag-
ons spinning in a dizzying 
parallel during one of the 
show’s most visually stun-
ning scenes.

Almost every element of 

the second act is infused 
with themes reminiscent 
of the Chicago World’s Fair. 
Buffalo Bill joins the Ara-
bian, Spanish, and Chinese 
dancers with a lasso-spin-
ning, pistol-whipping slide-
show. Citizens — dressed 
in the white suits and ruf-
fled gowns of a 19th-centu-
ry attendee lucky enough 
for the funds for a ticket — 
frame Marie and her prince 
throughout their dances, 
though it is the palpable 
passion of the Golden Stat-
ue and her King’s pas de 
deux that leaves the most 
lasting impression.

After the show, attendees 
re-entered the cold, coats 
buttoned and gloves donned. 
Then, it was easy to imagine 
how Marie must have felt 
after waking from her jour-
ney: the dream may have 
departed, but nonetheless 
one’s core is still warmed by 
remnants of magic. 

ARTS & CULTURE 

Joffrey’s Nutcracker a magical journey at Hancher



OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

    THE DAILY IOWAN   |  DAILYIOWAN.COM  |  TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 20164

THE DAILY IOWAN is a multifaceted news-media organization that provides 
fair and accurate coverage of events and issues pertaining to the University of Iowa, 
Iowa City, Johnson County, and the state of Iowa.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR may be sent via email to 
daily.iowan.letters@gmail.com (as text, not as attachments). Each letter must be 
signed and include an address and phone number for verification. Letters should not 
exceed 300 words. The DI will publish only one letter per author per month. Letters 
will be chosen for publication by the editors according to space considerations. No 
advertisements or mass mailings, please. 
 
GUEST OPINIONS that exceed 300 words in length must be arranged with the 
Opinions editor at least three days prior to the desired date of publication. Guest opinions 
are selected in accordance with word length, subject relevance, and space considerations. 
 
READER COMMENTS that may appear below were originally posted on 
dailyiowan.com in response to published material. They will be chosen for print pub-
lication when they are deemed to be well-written and to forward public discussion. 
They may be edited for length and style.

EDITORIAL POLICY

STAFF
LILY ABROMEIT  Editor-in-Chief 

JACK DUGAN Opinions Editor
Jack Dugan, Joseph Lane, Marcus Brown, 

Vivian Medithi Editorial writers 
 Hannah Soyer, Dorothy Armstrong, Rebecca Fernandez, 

Grant Davis, Vivian Medithi, Hanna Grissel, Helaina 
Thompson, Zachary Weigel Columnists

EDITORIALS reflect the majority opinion of the DI Editorial Board and not  the 
opinion of the Publisher, Student Publications Inc., or the University of Iowa. 

OPINIONS, COMMENTARIES, COLUMNS, and EDITORIAL 
CARTOONS reflect the opinions of the authors and are not necessarily those of the 

Editorial Board.

COLUMN

The Russians 
are coming

Yikes. Russians. Com-
ing. Here?

Say it ain’t so, Joe. 
Well, that could be Shoeless 

Joe Jackson, possibly falsely 
implicated in the Black Sox 
Scandal of the 1919 World 
Series, or it could be Shoefull 
Joe McCarthy, the infamous 
right-wing senator from Wis-
consin who kept finding com-
munists in the American gov-
ernment everywhere where 
they weren’t. (Which was in 
the U.S. government.)

A certain U.S. presi-
dent-elect has at times been 
compared to Shoefull Joe, 
but he probably couldn’t 
fill the shoes of ol’ Shoefull. 
He’d have to be a lot more 
bombastic. Which I realize is 
hard to imagine.

Which brings us to Rus-
sians. They’re everywhere in 
cyberspace, apparently, as if 
it were a Tom Clancy book, 
but said president-elect 
can’t find them anywhere.

No Russians here, he keeps 
saying, even as he prepares, 
according to many new reports 
including NPR, to nominate 
the head honcho of Exxon to 
become the next secretary of 
State. Said head honcho is, 
according to many reports, 
cozy-cozy with Russian Pres-
ident Valdimir Putin.

But no Russians here.
Even though said presi-

dent-elect is reported to be 
quite the admirer of Putin. to 
the point of saying there were 
no Russian troops in Crimea 
back when there were clearly 
many hundreds, or so, Rus-
sian troops in Crimea, accord-
ing to many dozens of photos 
and videos, not to mention 
reporters on the ground. 
Well, those reporters on the 
ground were communists, 
you say. Case closed.

But Putin was, in Soviet 
communist days, a member 
of the KGB, so if the report-
ers on the ground were com-
munists, they would have 
been in favor of the Russians 
invading Crimea.

Silence.
But no Russians here.
Well, hmm.
The CIA, according to 

NPR, the Boston Globe, the 
New York Times, the Wash-
ington Post, and many other 
news outlets, has concluded 
that the Russians attempted 
to tip the recent U.S. pres-
idential election in favor of 
said president-elect over 
Hillary Clinton, using vari-
ous cyber means and issuing  
fake news reports.

As the Post put it, “It is 
the assessment of the in-
telligence community that 
Russia’s goal here was to 
favor one candidate over 
the other, to help Trump get 
elected,” said a senior U.S. 
official briefed on an intel-
ligence presentation made 
to U.S. senators. “That’s the 
consensus view.” 

And you thought winter 
was starting to get cold. We 
have a whole new Cold War 
here, if the CIA is correct. The 
Russians trying to tip the U.S. 
presidential election?

The said president-elect has 
pooh-poohed the idea, because, 
as he has often said, he knows 
how to “work” with Putin.

Yeah, we can see that. 
The president-elect and 

his supporters will dismiss 
the CIA report, claiming 
that he won a historic elec-
tion. As if that made some 
difference, with Russians 
lurking here and there. 
What now for Estonia, we 
wonder. Lithuania. Latvia. 
The president-elect hasn’t 
evinced he has any knowl-
edge of them. Or cares to.

And historic election? 
Better put, a hysteric elec-
tion. Hillary Clinton won 
the popular vote by more 
than 2.5 million votes. 
And the Electoral College, 
that antiquated 18th-cen-
tury Rube Goldberg ma-
chine? (OK, Goldberg 
lived in the 19th century. 
The Founding Fathers 
beat him to the punching 
machine, so to speak.)

And as for the historic 
Electoral College margin 
that the president-elect and 
his supporters like to crow 
about? It ranks 46th among 
58 U.S. presidential elections.

Yeah, that’s historic. His-
torically mediocre.

Meanwhile, the Russians 
are coming.

On Monday, Iowa 
State Univer-
sity President 

Steven Leath apolo-
gized for using ISU air-
planes and resources for 
personal trips, which 
fall under “gray areas” 
in the university’s de-
tailing of appropriate 
uses of the equipment. 
This comes after a state 
Board of Regents au-
dit of the flights, which 
found statistics that do 
not favor the universi-
ty’s president. He had 
reimbursed the univer-
sity upwards of $22,100 
for misuse and incidents 
involving his trips prior 
to the apology.

ISU had purchased 
a new aircraft in July 
2014, a Cirrus SR22, a 
single-engine, four-pas-
senger airplane. From 
August 2014 to Septem-
ber 2016, Leath was the 
pilot or a passenger on 
72 of the 76 trips. He 
had reported 52 of these 
72 trips as proficiency/
training as the purpose 

for its use, according to 
the ISU Office of Inter-
nal Audit’s report.

Leath has been cer-
tified to fly single-en-
gine aircraft for nearly 
10 years preceding his 
hiring as ISU president 
in 2012. Though, during 
the return from one 
of his numerous trips 
to his North Carolina 
home, he caused dam-
age to the plane upon 
landing. So perhaps his 
claims of needing profi-
ciency/training with the 
plane could be valid. 

Attention was 
brought to the presi-
dent’s use of the equip-
ment after the Associat-
ed Press informed the 
public of an unreported 
hard landing of the air-
craft, which culminated 
in the ISU Student Gov-
ernment’s resolution 
demanding inquiry into 
Leath’s plane use and 
the regents’ request for 
an audit.

Of the other aircraft 
owned by ISU (previ-

ously a King Air 200 and 
now a King Air 350), 
Leath is only licensed 
to operate the Cirrus. 
This makes his 72 trips 
in one year seem more 
like leisurely person-
al interest than work. 
Granted, he was quick 
to apologize, reimburse 
ISU and had the univer-
sity sell the plane once 
attention was turned to 
his use of the aircraft. 
But he still misused Io-
wa State property for 
personal reasons. Had 
AP never reported his 
misuse, he could be air-
borne in the aircraft at 
this very moment.

While the University 
of Iowa saw no increase 
of state funding for the 
2016-17 academic year, 
arguably resulting in 
yet another tuition 
hike, the regents sought 
to approve $8.2 million 
in allocations for ISU. 
While ISU administra-
tion seems so keen on 
squandering state re-
sources, the UI tightens 

its belt another notch.
That said, the UI has 

not exactly been the most 
adept at fiscal manage-
ment. Kinnick Stadium 
will receive a $90 million 
seating renovation over 
the next three years. 
This will be paid for with 
private donations and 
not state funding, which 
is more than likely the 
reason for the regents’ 
unanimous approval of 
the project.

There is always a lot 
of money being kicked 
around in higher edu-
cation across the state. 
But more often than 
not, none of this mon-
ey is utilized to allevi-
ate the increasing stu-
dent-debt load. While 
administrators jet-set 
across the nation, the 
average student debt 
for UI and ISU stu-
dents upon graduation 
sits at nearly $29,000. 
The Daily Iowan Edito-
rial Board thinks that 
there is something off 
about that. 

Not so much up in the air

Iowa State President Steven Leath speaks during his installation ceremony in Ames on Sept. 14, 2012. Documents obtained by the Associated Press under 
the open records law show Leath damaged a private plane in a hard landing in 2014, 11 months before he banged up a university aircraft in similar fash-
ion. The Board of Regents has received the results of an audit into every flight Leath and others have taken on university planes during his presidency and 
scheduled a special meeting to discuss Leath’s performance. (Bryon Houlgrave/Des Moines Register via AP)
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Income-inequality nightmare

Last week, I wrote a column 
about how political polarization 
isn’t real. I made the case that 
Americans just think they are po-
larized because of a rise of iden-
tity politics and the breakdown 
of tolerant expression. To back up 
this claim, I cited partisan-affilia-
tion statistics that show there are 
in fact more independents among 
the electorate than ever before, 
not more partisans.

Nevertheless, although it ap-
pears the populous isn’t as polit-
ically divided as we may think, 
recent research suggests that in-
come distribution in our country 
is in fact quite polarized. This is 
an incredibly important finding, 
because economists believe that 
economic polarization is destroy-
ing the American Dream. 

According to the Pew Re-
search Center, the percentage 
of middle-income households 
(defined as those households 
earning between two-thirds and 
twice the median household in-
come or $42,000 to $126,000 for 
a three-person household) has 

dropped from 61 percent in 1971 
to 50 percent in 2015. Moreover, 
Pew finds the share of income go-
ing to middle-income households 
has fallen from 62 percent in 
1971 to 43 percent in 2015. Thus, 
noting these significant changes 
in Americans’ income, Pew argues 
that we are experiencing a “hol-
lowing of the American middle 
class” in which the share of those 
earning middle incomes declines 
while the shares of those earning 
low and high incomes grows. To put 
it another way, it seems today there 
are more poor and rich individuals 
but fewer middle-income earners. 

This matters because econo-
mists postulate that the shrink-
ing middle class is eroding the 
American Dream. Most of us are 
probably familiar with the rags-
to-riches story of the American 
Dream in which anybody can 
climb the social ladder, but econ-
omists proclaim this is a false 
narrative. Stanford sociologists 
have found that in 1940, kids had 
a 92 percent chance to make more 
money than their parents (when 
adjusted for inflation), whereas 
today, 32-year-olds have just a 
50 percent chance to make more 
money than their parents.

So if the American Dream is to 
climb the social ladder by doing 
better than your parents, it looks 
like this is becoming much more 
of a dream, seeing as only one out 
of every two people is likely to 
do so. Perhaps the trope of mil-
lennials living in their parents’ 

basements is all too true if half 
of them are doing worse than 
their parents.

What’s causing diminishing 
economic mobility you ask? Well, 
FiveThirtyEight estimates that 
70 percent of the decline in mo-
bility has been driven by income 
inequality, while the other 30 
percent can be accounted for by 
slowed economic growth. 

Specifically, in parsing in-
come inequality, FiveThirtyE-
ight opines that relative mobility 
(which measures the chances of 
advancing up the social ladder 
from one generation to the next) 
has been steady; however, abso-
lute mobility (which measures 
the net increase in advances) is 
not rising. This means that in-
come gains have not risen across 
the board; rather, they have been 
concentrated in those at the top. 
Specifically, the 2015 Economic 
Report of the President divulges 
that the country’s highest earn-
ers have seen average income 
raises of 35 percent while the rest 
of earners have seen negligible 
increases since the 1980s. 

So maybe Sen. Bernie Sanders 
was on to something in proclaim-
ing that the economy doesn’t 
work for all. At least the evidence 
leads us to believe so. 

Nonetheless, in a post-truth 
world in which facts are often 
irrelevant, the facts may not be 
enough to persuade everyone that 
the American Dream is becoming 
more and more of a nightmare. 

EDITORIAL

BEAU ELLIOT
beauelliot@gmail.com

By ZACH WEIGEL
zachary-weigel@uiowa.edu
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Seven years ago, 
the University of Iowa 
ranked No. 155 of 160 
in website accessibility 
for persons with disabil-
ities. Since then, it has 
steered its way to the 
top, ranking first in a 
recent list.

Jon Gunderson, a co-
ordinator in the Division 
of Disability Resources 
and Education Services 
at the University of Il-
linois-Champaign/Urba-
na, compiled the list. 

The UI’s poor perfor-
mance in 2009 sparked 
then-President Sally 
Mason to jump into ac-
tion. The efforts appar-

ently have paid off. 
“First of all, it’s im-

portant to put this list in 
context … the purpose of 
his list is really to raise 
awareness of the need for 
accessibility,” said Todd 
Weisenberger, an IT ac-
cessibility coordinator in 
the UI Information Secu-
rity & Policy Office. 

For Weisenberger, ac-
cessibility is more about 
keeping the placement 
than winning in the 
first place. 

“I think it’s just been 
a progressive process of 
awareness and under-
standing this need to 
provide equitable technol-
ogy,” he said. “When Dr. 
Gunderson at Illinois did 
his most recent test, we 

were momentarily at the 
top of the list, but that’s 
something that takes con-
tinued effort … We want 
to continue to evolve and 
grow in that way.”

Weisenberger high-
lighted website design 
as well. One main issue 
in website accessibility 
for people with disabil-
ities is those with im-
paired vision or blind-
ness use screen readers, 
a technology that reads 
aloud the text and de-
scribes images on a com-
puter or phone screen. 

“I’ve been a web de-
signer for 20 years … it’s 
more of a way of doing 
things, a way of struc-
turing web documents 
and of making interac-

tive applications acces-
sible to people who don’t 
use a mouse or people 
who use a screen read-
er,” Weisenberger said.

Michael Hoenig, a pro-
gram coordinator for the 
University Center for 
Excellence and Devel-
opmental Disabilities, 
uses one of these screen 
readers on a daily basis. 
Without this technology, 
he said, he wouldn’t be 
able to do his job. 

“I use what’s called 
JAWS, Job Access for 
Windows with speech …
they continue to evolve, 
like right now I’m work-
ing on a project so I can 
work remotely when 
I need to work from 
home, and in the past 

that hasn’t been possi-
ble,” he said.

For him, the UI’s ad-
vancement in the list 
has brought with it a 
higher level of aware-
ness for the daily strug-
gles he might face as 
someone who is vision 
impaired/blind. Hoenig 
calls the unsatisfactory 
list placement in 2009 
a “catalyst,” because as 
soon as this list came to 
light, the UI took action. 

“From my perspective, 
what’s made the change 
is that there’s really 
been a commitment to 
access,” he said. “I’ve 
noticed even kind of a 
culture shift over time. 
A lot of not just interest 
but a lot of action.”

Sydra Smith, a UI 
first-year graduate stu-
dent who is deaf, said 
she also has felt a shift 
in the culture and stig-
mas surrounding people 
with disabilities. Ap-
proximately four years 
ago, she was nervous 
about people noticing 
her hearing aids and 
think about her differ-
ently, but now, it doesn’t 
feel like such a problem. 

“I feel like the year 
2016 has been more ac-
cepting of just every-
thing; people are more 
willing to talk about it,” 
she said. “It’s not like, 
‘Oh, they have a disabil-
ity,’ it’s like, ‘Oh cool, 
what’s your disability?’ ” 
Smith said.

By ISABELLA SENNO
isabella-senno@uiowa.edu

On Dec. 6, Johnson 
County Sheriff Lonny 
Pulkrabek was elected as 
the 2017 president of the 
Iowa State Sheriffs’ and 
Deputies’ Association at 
its annual winter confer-
ence in Des Moines.

Formed in 1882, the 
association serves all 99 
sheriffs’ departments 
across Iowa, offering 
public-education pro-
grams, sheriff and dep-
uty training, as well 
as working with state 
legislators to improve 
criminal law. As associ-

ation president, Pulkra-
bek will lead the Board 
of Directors, work close-
ly with lawmakers, and 
oversee the associa-
tion’s meetings. 

“It was a lot of excite-
ment, very emotional. It’s 
hard to put into words 
how much it meant to 
me,” he said. “I was so 
honored and so humbled 
to just make it to that 
point. I really appreciate 
the fact that my peers 
have selected me and al-
lowed me to serve them 
in that capacity. It was 
another milestone I feel 
very fortunate to have oc-
curred in my career.”

Pulkrabek was first 
elected to the associa-
tion’s board in Decem-
ber 2011, and for seven 
years he worked his way 
up the ranks. 

“The expectations I 
have are the same he had 
of me, that we contin-
ue to put the public and 
our members first,” said 
John Godar, Linn County 
second deputy and 2016 
association president. 
“The better framed law 
enforcement is in leader-
ship and professionalism 
and ethics, the better 
they are to serve. His 
professionalism and eth-
ics will drive him to the 

decisions that help all of 
us. We need to see more 
people doing good and I 
know he’ll help promote 
that all year.”

Tony Thompson, the 
Black Hawk County sher-
iff and association board 
member, said Pulkrabek 
has actively participated 
in numerous committees 
in the association, such 
as the jails committee and 
the legislative committee.

“He’s a ‘been-there-do-
ne-that’ sheriff,” Thomp-
son said. “He’s also deeply 
involved in the Iowa State 
Association of Counties 
board. He brings not just 
a law-enforcement per-

spective and not just a 
sheriff ’s office perspec-
tive, but also a county 
governance perspective.”

The board has begun 
discussing 2017, with 
one of its main objec-
tives being new laws 
concerning hands-free 
device communication 
while driving. 

“We’re pushing for a 
bill so that when you’re 
driving, you cannot have 
your phone or anything 
else in your hand to dis-
tract you,” said Linn 
County Sheriff Brian 
Gardner, the 2015 asso-
ciation president. “Lonny 
will be responsible for 

helping to relay that mes-
sage to legislators.”

Pulkrabek has spent 32 
years in law enforcement. 
He has been the Johnson 
County sheriff since 2005 
and was recently re-elect-
ed in November.

“Lonny started his ca-
reer out as a reserve dep-
uty sheriff with the Linn 
County Sheriff ’s Office, 
and I think I actually 
trained him on his first 
day when he walked in-
to the Linn County Jail,” 
Gardner said. “He’ll be 
an excellent person to 
help lead the [associa-
tion] forward over the 
next year.”

University of Iowa tops website-accessibility list
The UI has jumped to No. 1 in a list released by the University of Illinois–Champaign/Urbana on the accessibility of websites at 
universities around the country. 

Pulkrabek to lead sheriff ’s group in coming year
Last week, Johnson County Sheriff Lonny Pulkrabek was elected as the president of the Iowa State Sheriffs’ and Deputies’ Association.
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Community IDs aid all in Johnson County
By JACK BERNING
jack-berning@uiowa.edu

Johnson County com-
munity IDs are a way for 
all residents, document-
ed or undocumented, to 
be identified as a part of 
the community. 

The IDs were first es-
tablished in Johnson 
County in July 2015. 
One of reasons Johnson 
County provides the IDs 
is to help undocumented 
immigrants feel safer, 
said Fidel Estrada-Aya-
la, the president of UI 
Dream Chapter.

The community ID can 
be used in a wide variety 

of day-to-day interac-
tions, such as opening a 
bank account in partic-
ipating banks, confirm-
ing identify when using 
credit cards, getting a 
library card, and inter-
acting with schools, city, 
and county agencies.

The ID cannot be used 
to get a driver’s license, 
board an airplane, pur-
chase alcohol or tobac-
co, enter establishments 
with age restrictions, 
prove employment eligi-
bility, or vote.

“When you are undocu-
mented, you do not have 
any form of identification 
that is valid in this coun-

try. Many people fear of 
getting stopped by the 
police when they drive 
their car or just getting 
asked for some form of 
ID,” Estrada-Ayala said. 
“They obviously can’t do 
everything with it, but it 
still helps, as they can do 
things such as simply in-
teract with county officials 
and law enforcement with-
out having that same fear.”

The UI Dream Chapter 
is a part of a national group 
that advocates for undocu-
mented immigrants. 

Documented citizens 
have reason to get the 
ID as well — to be an 
ally for those living with 

anxiety of not having 
documentation, Estra-
da-Ayala said. 

“I believe that mem-
bers of the community 
can create safe networks 
between their family and 
friends of people they 
know, networks that can 
help undocumented im-
migrants in some way,” 
Estrada-Ayala said.

Sergio Awan, a board 
member at Center for 
Worker Justice in Iowa 
City, said that through 
the possession of com-
munity IDs, undocu-
mented residents can 
feel more secure when 
dealing with police. 

“We talked to the Po-
lice Department about 
this idea, and they said 
it would really help 
them out,” Awan said. 
“The first thing po-
lice do when talking to 
someone is ask for an 
ID. If residents, both 
documented and undoc-
umented, present this ID 
to police, it gains legiti-
macy and is a great way 
to prove identification.”

The ID costs just $8 for 
adults and $4 for chil-
dren. The ID also allows 
participation in discount 
programs offered by se-
lected community busi-
nesses, and institutions.

Currently, more than 
900 Johnson County res-
idents have obtained the 
IDs. To receive the ID, 
the citizen must prove 
they live in Johnson 
County, which could be 
as simple as presenting 
a water bill. 

“Everyone who lives 
in Iowa City is a citizen, 
and we treat them as 
such,” Iowa City Mayor 
Pro-Tem Kingsley Botch-
way said. “The communi-
ty ID initiative was orig-
inally put forward by the 
county, and the city is 
completely on board and 
dedicated to protecting 
everyone’s rights.”

Johnson County community unites to push community IDs as a way to foster inclusiveness. 
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Attorney general rails against hate crime
By ERIC TUCKER
Associated Press

STERLING, Virginia  — 
Hate crimes tear at the 
fabric of American com-
munities and represent 
a stain on the country’s 
soul, Attorney General 
Loretta Lynch said at a 
mosque and Muslim com-
munity center on Monday.

Lynch spoke at the 
All Dulles Area Mus-
lim Society Center as 
law enforcement across 
the country confronts a 
spike in hate crimes tar-
geting Muslims.

Her speech at an in-
terfaith gathering in 
the waning weeks of the 
Obama administration 
was intended to reaf-
firm the Justice Depart-
ment’s commitment to 
safeguarding civil rights 
and protecting racial 
and religious minorities.

But she also acknowl-
edged concerns from 
minorities that divisive 
rhetoric and a new ad-

ministration could lead 
to an erosion of some of 
the progress she said 
had been made in the 
last eight years.

Recently released FBI 
statistics show that the 
number of hate crimes 
targeting Muslims that 
were reported to law 
enforcement rose by 67 
percent in 2015 to the 
largest number since the 
year of the 9/11 terror-
ist attacks. Overall hate 
crimes rose by 6 percent 
last year. Many hate 
crimes go unreported.

“Behind every num-
ber is a person,” Lynch 
said. “Behind every sta-
tistic is someone whose 
rights have been violat-
ed. Behind the pages of 
the reports lie commu-
nities that are now more 
afraid than before and 
more afraid than any 
American should ever 
feel.”

Hate crimes, she said, 
should be of concern to 
every American.

They tear at the “fab-
ric of our communities. 
They also stain our dear-
est ideals; they stain our 
nation’s very soul.”

The FBI and Justice 
Department are re-
sponsible for investi-
gating and prosecuting 
hate crimes under fed-
eral law. A Connecticut 
man who fired a rifle at 
a mosque and a North 
Carolina man who 
ripped off a woman’s 
hijab on an airplane 
are among those con-
victed of hate crimes in 
recent months.

Lynch was scheduled 
to travel to New York 
City today for a discus-
sion with lesbian, gay, 
and transgender youth at 
Harvey Milk High School 
and to visit the Stonewall 
Inn and the new Stone-
wall National Monument, 
the site of a 1969 clash 
that sparked the gay-
rights movement.

Lynch, who this 
year sued the state of 

North Carolina over a 
bathroom bill the ad-
ministration said dis-
criminated against 
transgender individu-
als, said a “pernicious 
thread” connects hate 
crimes regardless of 
the target. She linked 
an assault on a trans-
gender man to violence 
against a woman wear-
ing a hijab and to the 
June 2015 slaying of 
nine black men and 
women at a church Bi-
ble study in Charleston, 
South Carolina.

In an apparent ref-
erence to the incom-
ing administration of 
President-elect Donald 
Trump, Lynch said she 
was aware of the anxiety 
that the Justice Depart-
ment’s civil-rights work 
might slide backward.

She acknowledged a 
trend of divisive rhet-
oric had made people 
concerned they could 
be in danger based on 
where they pray or 

what they look like.
But she said the work 

would continue.

“Is it going to be 
hard?” she asked. “Yes, 
it’s always been hard.”

United States Attorney General spoke at an event Monday about a rise in hate crimes around the country.
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ACROSS

 1 First instrument 
heard in the 
Beatles’ “She’s 
Leaving Home”

 5 Marathoner’s 
concern

 9 Bulb units

14 Miscellany

15 1982 sci-fi film 
with a 2010 
sequel

16 One who’s new 
on board

17 *Carolina 
wren, for South 
Carolina

19 Places to buy 
furniture to 
assemble

20 *Turnpike

21 Has control of 
the wheel

22 Actress Thurman

23 Queen of the 
Jungle, in comics

25 Pumas and 
panthers

29 Lawyer: Abbr.

30 Collar

33 Carefree 
adventure

34 Tale of adventure

36 “___ had 
enough!”

37 Kipling’s “Follow 
Me ___”

38 Asian body of 
water that’s now 
largely dried up

40 Sallie ___

41 Cent gent?

42 Name repeated 
before 
“Wherefore art 
thou”

43 Innocent sort

44 Gift on a 10th 
anniversary

45 Something worth 
waiting for?

46 How people with 
colds may speak

49 Nielsen of 
“Airplane!”

52 Rice or Curry

53 High spirits

55 *Force from a 
hiding place

60 ___-Saxon

61 Realtor’s big 
day … or what 
each word in the 
answers to the 
starred clues can 
do

62 Surgeon’s supply 
in the old days

63 Wall Street inits.

64 Minuscule div. of 
a minute

65 Petrol unit

66 Winter Palace 
resident

67 SFO postings

DOWN

 1 Deer, to a tick

 2 Member of a 
mixed quartet

 3 Capital of Iran

 4 Dinner at which 
everyone does 
the dishes?

 5 W.W. II naval craft

 6 Las Vegas casino 
with a musical 
name

 7 Ribbed pants, 
informally

 8 Adjourn

 9 *Highly 
antioxidant 
beverage

10 Pulitzer-winning 
poet Conrad

11 *Sloth, for one

12 Sign of sadness

13 Meeting of 
Congress: Abbr.

18 Humorist 
Bombeck

21 Number of hills 
in Roma

24 “MMMBop” band

25 Cause to swell

26 “Whose woods 
these are I think 
I know” has four

27 *Approve

28 Garlic lover’s 
dish, maybe

31 Be of use

32 Like many bar 
bouncers

35 “Bravo!”

38 *Place to buy 
paint

39 Turbulent

43 “Give me an 
example”

47 Penitent person

48 Many a Punjabi

50 Conger catcher

51 Annual sports 
prizes

53 Erse speaker

54 Voting against

56 Grand Canyon 
sight

57 Send packing

58 Like many 
Craigslist items

59 Private eyes, in 
slang

61 Neighbor of 
Mich.
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An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.
— Benjamin Franklin

KRUIprogramming
 • T • U • E • S • D • A •Y•

MIDNIGHT-1 a.m. NIC @ NITE 
1-2 a.m. METAL MAYHEM
7-8 a.m. MAX’S MORNING MIX
8-9 a.m. MORNING DRIVE
9-10 a.m. NEWS @ NINE
10-11 a.m. ZATZ THE BASS
11-NOON MICHAEL MINUS ANDREW  
NOON-12:15 p.m. NEWS @ NOON 
12:30-1 p.m. SHRINK RAP 
(ALTERNATE WEEKS)
1-2 p.m. NFL RUNDOWN
2-3 p.m. CENTER ICE
4-5 p.m. NOIZE TOONS
5-6 p.m. NEWS @ FIVE
8-9 p.m. DUSK TO DAWN
9-10 p.m. ONE EYE OPEN
10-MIDNIGHT LOCAL TUNES

DAILYBREAK

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

• Finals @ IMU 2016: Free Popcorn, IMU 
first floor 
• Finals @ IMU 2016: Carbs & Caffeine, 
6:30 a.m., IMU
• Senior and Honors Student Shows, 8 a.m.-5 
p.m., E148 Visual Arts and Arts West Library 
• Finals @ IMU 2016: Healthy Snacks, 
2 p.m., IMU
• Finals @ IMU 2016: CHEM:1120 Q&A 
Session, 3-5 p.m., 348 IMU
• Finals @ IMU 2016: PSY: 1001 Q&A 
Session, 3-5 p.m., 166 IMU
• Microbiology Faculty Candidate Seminar, 
Joseph Boll, 3 p.m., Bowen Spivey Auditorium
• Take a Study Paws, Therapy Dogs of 
Johnson County, 4:30-6:30 p.m., 2032 
Main Library
• Finals @ IMU 2016: Massages, 8 
p.m.-midnight, IMU first floor
• Finals @ IMU 2016: Yoga, 9-10 p.m., 179 IMU
• Finals @ IMU 2016: Snacks, 10 p.m., IMU 
Welcome Center
• Finals @ IMU 2016: Coffee, 11 p.m., IMU 
Welcome Center 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes

DOONESBURY by Garry Trudeau 

DILBERT® by Scott Adams

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley Miller
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): Professional meetings, interviews, and trips will help 
you bring about a positive response from those you do business with. The infor-
mation you receive will encourage you to expand your interests and take on more 
responsibilities. Romance is highlighted.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Physical ailments or injuries will slow you down. Strive to 
take better care of your health. Gather the knowledge that will help you make good deci-
sions. Don’t mix business with pleasure, and refuse to commit without a contract in place.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You’ll have the energy, fortitude, and optimism to see your 
plan through to completion. Your passionate approach to bring about positive changes 
will give you the boost you need to go the distance. Romance is encouraged.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Refuse to let emotional matters influence your ability to 
take care of your responsibilities. It’s important to concentrate on ensuring you don’t 
take on more than you can handle. Finish what you start, and honor your promises.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Initiate change, and do the work necessary to make things 
happen your way. Personal gains are within your grasp if you take action to update 
your investments and negotiate outdated contracts. Romance is on the rise; it will 
improve your personal life.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Problems at home will surface if you aren’t forthright 
about the way you feel or what you want to pursue next. Don’t hide your feelings when 
bringing them out into the open will help you get what you want. Accept the inevitable.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Travel, meetings, educational pursuits, and mingling with 
the people who inspire or motivate you are all favored. A day trip will result in a plan 
that can change your life. Romance is on the radar and should be pursued.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Money matters will create some controversy. Don’t allow 
an emotional situation to turn into a costly affair. Dig deep, and get the facts before you 
get involved in a joint venture that will leave you in a compromising position.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Express your heartfelt desire to the people 
you feel you can count on, and you will be given the opportunity to pursue new 
beginnings. Broaden your horizons, and you’ll realize that you have options you 
didn’t know existed.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Learn from emotional experiences. Before you say 
“yes,” consider the desired outcome to ensure that the important details are baked into 
the final results. Don’t let your ego interfere with what you know is the right move.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): You can gain ground at home. Real-estate invest-
ments, renovations, moves, or anything that pertains to upgrading your domestic 
environment will pay off. Romance is in the stars, and that will help secure your 
place in someone special’s heart.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Draw on your intuition and knowledge to help get you 
through any controversy. Problems with bosses, older friends, or relatives will surface 
if you fall behind on your obligations.

Know your Ledge author

• I listen to wordless techno when 
I’m a work. The futuristic music 

always makes me feel like I’m in a 
sci-fi movie and the only way to 
save the human race is with fast, 

accurate Excel segmentations.

• Some mornings, I simply must have 
a nice Bacon, Egg, and Cheese McGuf-
fin — if only to keep the day moving.

• “I don’t think a football is a very 
good Christmas present” is the very 
first sentence on all my cover letters.

• I have never had a problem get-
ting a good night’s sleep. Too often, 
however, I suffer from having a bad 

day’s awake.

• Every year, I run a 0.5K to raise aware-
ness of America’s obesity epidemic.

• I became a Big Brother about 
a year ago. I’ve been watching 
you the last six months of that. 
Yes, you. The one reading this. 

Don’t bother looking up from the 
newspaper to try to find me. I’m 

everywhere. Everywhere.

• Sometimes, I write two different 
jokes using the same prompt, and 
— aw, hell — I just use ’em both.

• When I make a ham and cheese 
sandwich, I normally substitute an-
other piece of ham for the cheese. 
And a piece of pepperoni pizza for 
the ham. And two other ham sand-
wiches for the bread. Double mayo. 

 

Andrew R. Juhl thanks Becca 
Robinson and Jayne Sanderson for 

contributing to today’s Ledge.
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WOMEN’S
CONTINUED FROM 10

seen. He’s not going to be 
afraid. He’s not going to 
back down. He knows 
what he can do, what he 
can’t do. He’s just going 
to keep getting better.”

Moss, who started 
ahead of Nicholas Baer, 
fueled Iowa in tran-

sition, repeatedly at-
tacking the basket and 
pushing the pace.

His 14 points were 
second on the team be-
hind Jok’s 23. Pemsl 
provided offense down 
low and also held De-
onte Burton to only 10 
points in what many 
called Iowa’s best defen-
sive effort of the season.

“It shows the peo-

ple have to respect us,” 
Pemsl said. “We may 
be young, but we don’t 
use that as an excuse. 
[Against Iowa State] Isa-
iah, Jordan showed what 
they can do.”

Iowa isn’t built for 
a half-court, conserva-
tive-style of offense, not 
when the Hawkeyes pos-
sess one of the nation’s 
top scorers and a quick, 

athletic front court.
Iowa is built to run 

the floor and put up 
shots in transition.

The Hawkeyes scored 
13 fast-break points — 
not an overwhelming 
figure, but buckets that 
came at key moments in 
the game.

Steve Prohm, the 
head coach of the Cy-
clones, stressed his 

team’s lack of defensive 
intensity in fast-break 
situations prevented 
them from making any 
sort of comeback.

“Transition, go look at 
all the baskets,” he said. 
“That’s the main way 
they score, that method 
or Jok. We didn’t do a 
great job of getting back.”

The Hawkeyes are 
5-5 through 10 games 

this season. There’s 
been plenty of bumps 
in the road and head-
aches for fans. But Mc-
Caffery found rhythm 
in his starting lineup 
against Iowa State, and 
it couldn’t have come at 
a better time.

MEN’S
CONTINUED FROM 10

Awards week for Hawks
It’s been a big week 

and a half for a number 
of Hawkeye student-ath-
letes; as they have taken 
home awards in bunches. 

The Iowa football awards 
banquet was held on Sunday 
night, with team Most Valu-
able Player awards handed 
out, among others. 

The Associated Press an-
nounced its All-American 
football teams on Monday, 
with two Hawkeyes selected, 
and three Hawkeyes took 
home Player of the Week 
awards on the hardcourt.

 Football MVPs
Seniors LeShun Dan-

iels Jr., C.J. Beathard, and 
junior Josey Jewell were 
named the Roy J. Carver 
Most Valuable Players on 
Sunday.

Daniels rushed for more 
than 1,000 yards this sea-
son, his best in a Hawk-
eye uniform. Getting the 
bulldozing running back 
going in November was a 
big reason for the success 
Iowa had in the late stages 
of the season.

Beathard had anoth-
er good year under center, 
though his passing numbers 
didn’t quite match what he 
accomplished a season ago. 
However, no matter the out-
come of the Outback Bowl, 
Beathard will leave Iowa 
with the best winning per-
centage a Hawkeye quar-
terback has ever had, with a 

minimum of 20 starts.
Jewell proved to be one of 

the best linebackers not only 
in the Big Ten but the county. 
He ended the season second 
in the conference in tackles 
with 114.

Five team captains were 
also announced at the ban-
quet — Daniels, Beathard, 
Jewell, senior Desmond King, 
and senior Ron Coluzzi.

All-Americans
On top of the team 

awards King and Jewell 
received, both were named 
to All-American teams on 
Monday.

King was named a sec-
ond team All-American 
by the AP, his second-con-
secutive year garnering 
All-American status. He 
was also named second 
team All-American by the 
Football Writers Associa-
tion of America and Phil 
Steele as a return special-
ist, and Steele also pegged 
him as a third-team defen-
sive back.

Jewell, who finished fifth 
in the Butkus Award voting 
this season for the nation’s 
best linebacker, received 
fourth team All-American 
honors from Steele.

Big Ten Players of the 
Week

The gridiron wasn’t the 
only place Iowa did well 
in the awards department 

this past week.
Senior Peter Jok of the 

men’s basketball team and 
sophomore Tania Davis 
of the women’s were both 
named Big Ten Player of 
the Week after their per-
formances.

Jok, who had been 
named Player of the Week 
earlier this season, av-
eraged 19 points, 8.5 re-
bounds, and 5 assists over 
two games versus Stet-
son and then-No. 25 Iowa 
State last week.

Davis, in wins over 
Northern Iowa, Iowa State, 
and Robert Morris, aver-
aged 18.5 points per game 
while shooting better than 
50 percent from the field, 
60 percent from the 3-point 
line, and perfect from the 
charity stripe. 

Freshman of the Week
Isaiah Moss was reward-

ed for his play against 
Stetson and Iowa State 
with a Big Ten Freshman 
of the Week award.

Moss scored a ca-
reer-high 21 points 
against the Hatters on 
Dec. 5 and followed that 
up with a huge 14-point 
performance against the 
Cyclones.

The redshirt freshman 
shot 50 percent from deep 
over the course of the 
week.

— Blake Dawson

WRESTLING
CONTINUED FROM 10

Iowa 184-pounder Sammy Brooks wrestles Iowa State’s Carson Powell in Carver-Hawkeye on Dec. 10. Brooks defeated Powell with a 
technical fall in 6:59, and Iowa beat Iowa State, 26-9. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

three-game stretch. 
Senior captain Ally Dis-

terhoft has also gone 8-of-
12 from the perimeter and 
has shown more confidence 
in her ability to nail 3s. 

Freshman Makenzie 
Meyer has also stepped up 
after losing her starting 
spot to fellow freshman 
Kathleen Doyle. Meyer 
has gone 7-of-9 from down-
town coming off the bench 
for the Hawkeyes. 

Iowa has held its oppo-
nents to 58 points per game

Speaking of Doyle, she 
has given the Hawkeyes a 

unique identity on defense 
since she has been named 
to the starting lineup. 

“In games, I just try to 
bring my energy on the de-
fensive end because that 
usually leads to great of-
fense for our team,” Doyle 
said after the 88-76 win 
over Iowa State. “I just try 
to provide whatever spark 
I can on defense.” 

She has been more than 
just a spark on defense. 
Doyle has turned into the 
Hawkeye’s best defender 
and has 7 steals in the last 
three games. 

The Hawkeyes also show 
their opponents different 
types of defensive schemes, 
as they never stick to one 
strategy. Bluder has been 

asked about this method of 
play but wants to keep the 
element of surprise going 
against her opponents. It 
has certainly worked the 
last few games. 

 Megan Gustafson has 
39 rebounds in the last 
three games 

Gustafson has been 
a beast on the boards 
throughout the season, 
but she has taken her tal-
ent to another level. 

Not only has she 
notched two double-dou-
bles in three games (she 
was 1 rebound away from 
having her seventh dou-
ble-double against Robert 
Morris), she has averaged 

13 rebounds a contest. 
She has also hauled in 

28 defensive rebounds, 
which has eliminated the 
opposition’s chance at sec-
ond-chance points. 

The work she does on 
the offensive glass has 
been crucial to the team’s 
success as well. Gustafson 
has scored on put-backs 
numerous times this year 
and is also a good passer 
from the post.

Because she is so hard 
to handle down in the 
paint, teams have to dou-
ble-team her much of the 
time. That leaves good 
shooters such as Davis 
and Disterhoft open to 
light it up from behind 
the arc.

eye Nathan Burak all won 
individual championships 
at last year’s champion-

ships, giving Iowa a boost in 
the team score.

In addition to the champi-
ons, Iowa also had someone 
from the program place in 
every weight class, except 
for 141 and 157.

2014 was more of the 
same, as Iowa crowned 

four more individual 
champions while also hav-
ing someone place at every 
weight, on its way to win-
ning the team title. 

With a lot of Big Ten 
talent showing up, this 
will be a good test for a 
lot of the younger guys 

on Iowa’s roster. 
While most of the wres-

tlers have held their own in 
all of the weight classes, the 
schedule will pick up soon 
after Midlands, meaning ev-
eryone will have to step up 
if the Hawkeyes are going to 
reach the top.
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By PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

Through five duals this season, the Io-
wa wrestling team is unsurprisingly un-
defeated. And for the most part, not one 
of the duals was particularly close. 

The Hawkeyes opened the season by 
absolutely destroying Division-3 and 
junior-college opponents Cornell Col-
lege and Iowa Central, 45-0 and 55-0. 
The squad then traveled to West La-
fayette, Indiana, where they smacked 
Purdue, 34-3.

The week after that win, Iowa 
whapped No. 20 South Dakota State on 
the road, 29-8, which was followed by the 
closest score of the season, a 26-9 win 
over Iowa State. 

Even after all those points and wins, 
head coach Tom Brands is trying to do 
more. There has been a big emphasis 
throughout the season about becoming 
the best team in the country, and that is 
exactly what Brands is aiming for.

Right now, the Hawkeyes are ranked 
No. 3, just behind Oklahoma State and 
Penn State. 

Iowa has the pieces to be one of the 
best in the country, and they will have 
the chance to prove that at the Mid-
lands Championships at Northwestern 
Dec. 29 and 30.

Individual Rankings: 7
According to Intermat, Iowa has wres-

tlers at seven different weight classes 
ranked in the top 10 in the country. That 
includes two No. 1s, seniors Thomas Gil-
man and Cory Clark, at 125 and 133, as 
well as a No. 2 junior Brandon Sorensen.

All-Americans Alex Meyer and Sam-
my Brooks are ranked at No. 6 and No. 7.

Redshirt freshman Michael Ke-
merer is also ranked No. 7 at 157, 
and sophomore Sam Stoll is ranked 
No. 5 at heavyweight.

However, Stoll has been out all sea-
son since suffering an injury at last 
year’s NCAA Championships, and 
Clark has missed the last two duals 
with an undisclosed injury. But the 
good news for Iowa is that Clark will be 

back for the Midlands Championships, 
while Stoll has the potential to come 
back in a limited role.

With seven of the 10 grapplers from 
the starting lineup being among the best 
in the country, the Hawkeyes can make 
another run at nationals come March.

Freshmen in Starting Lineup: 4
While a lot of members on Iowa’s 

roster are experienced on the Big Ten 
and national levels, the same can’t be 
said for everyone. The Hawkeyes have 
four redshirt freshmen in their start-
ing lineup, but most have held their 
own to this point.

Kemerer finished his freshman 
year with a 24-2 record competing 
unattached. That campaign included 
a fifth-place finish at the Midlands 
Championships. The nationally ranked 
157-pounder has started his season out 

strong with a 10-0 record.
Also 10-0 on the season is Joey Gun-

ther, who impressed Brands early in the 
season at 165 pounds. The native of Lib-
ertyville, Illinois, also wrestled up at 174 
pounds against Cornell College, where 
he picked up a decision.

Stoll’s injury allowed both Cash Wil-
cke and Steven Holloway to see action, 
as Holloway moved up to heavyweight 
from 197, while Wilcke moved up to 197 
from 184.

Co n s e c u t i ve  M i d l a n d s 
Championship Won: 3

Iowa has taken home the title at Mid-
lands the past three years, and in the 
53-year history of the tournament, the 
Hawkeyes have won it 25 times.

Gilman, Sorensen, and former Hawk-
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SEE WRESTLING, 8

Iowa forward Ahmad Wagner drives past Kennesaw State forward Johannes Nielsen in Carver-Hawkeye on Nov. 11. The Hawkeyes defeated the Owls, 91-74, in their season-opener. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)

By ADAM HENSLEY | adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

    The art of creating a successful lineup is something coaches can struggle 
with at times. 

    Going into the Cy-Hawk Series men’s basketball game, many counted Iowa out 
from the start. Freshman Tyler Cook had fractured a finger earlier in the season 
and was out for the rivalry game. Iowa State’s starting lineup consisted of five se-
niors. Iowa’s consisted of one senior, one sophomore, and three freshmen.

    “These guys, it’s early in their career, and they are trying to figure it out, and 
it’s our job to help them,” Iowa head coach Fran McCaffery said. “I’ve been saying 
from the beginning, I really like this team. I really like this group. And it’s going to 
be an interesting journey. It’s not going to be smooth.”

    The win against Iowa State sure looked smooth, though.
    Peter Jok, the lone active senior on the team, was hitting his shots in rhythm, 

something he needed to do for Iowa to stay close with an Iowa State team averag-
ing 84 points per game.

    Finding the right guys to surround him, that was the main question going into 
the game — as well as this season.

    When Iowa traveled to South Bend, Indiana, to play Notre Dame, McCaffery 
made the first major lineup changes of the season. Freshmen Jordan Bohannon, 
Isaiah Moss, and Cordell Pemsl each made their first college starts.

    Adding to Iowa’s starting youth, sophomore Ahmad Wagner started against 
Stetson, right before the matchup with Iowa State. His defensive spark and offense 
in the paint led McCaffery to start him against the Cyclones. 

    Against Iowa State, they cemented their status as full-time starters.
    “I feel like we were able to hold our own,” Bohannon said. “We put [forth] a lot 

of energy. It wasn’t just one guy, it was all five of us.”
    Bohannon scored 8 points, 3 of which came on a deep 3-pointer late in the game 

to extend Iowa’s lead to 10 and put the Cyclones away for good.
    “Jordan is a really good player,” McCaffery said. “He’s as tough a guy as I’ve 

Not vets yet, but growing

Wrestlers roll along early

Iowa head coach Tom Brands points at the official during the Iowa-Iowa State match in Carv-
er-Hawkeye on Dec. 10. Iowa defeated the Cyclones, 26-9. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

SEE MEN’S, 8

Hawkeyes 
riding a 
streak
By JAMES KAY
james-kay-1@uiowa.edu

Most students have little to smile about 
heading into the stress of finals week. 

For the Iowa’s women’s basketball team 
however, the players have all the reason to 
be giddy after wiping out Northern Iowa, Io-
wa State, and Robert Morris this past week. 

The Hawkeyes (8-3) are riding a three-
game winning streak thanks to excellent 
shooting and stifling perimeter defense. 
Here are some key stats that contributed 
to Iowa’s recent run. 

Tania Davis — Big Ten Player of the Week 
Before delving into the rest of the 

Hawkeyes’ stats, Davis needs to be rec-
ognized for her valiant effort at Carv-
er-Hawkeye this past week. 

The sophomore guard averaged 18.5 
points per game, shot the ball with efficien-
cy (52.6 percent), and made 60 percent of 
her 3-point attempts. 

Davis had her best game of the season 
against Iowa State, where she was almost 
unstoppable from 3-point range. She went 
5-of-6 from downtown and finished the 
game with a career-high 23 points. 

Davis was more aggressive driving to 
the basket and drawing fouls in the last 
three games. She made all of her 11 free 
throw attempts, 7 of them coming against 
Robert Morris. 

The Hawkeyes shot 55 percent from 
3-point range

The Hawkeyes were shooting 29 percent 
from beyond the arc going into the game 
versus Northern Iowa. They have exploded 
since and have made 29 3-pointers over a 
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