
By MARISSA PAYNE | marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

CEDAR FALLS — With no discussion, the 
state Board of Regents unanimously approved 
tuition hikes for students at all three of Iowa’s 
public universities.

The regents’ vote at Monday’s meeting 
on the University of Northern Iowa campus 
means tuition will increase at a base rate of 
2 percent — a sum of $7,270 — for resident 
undergraduates in the 2017-18 academic year 
at the University of Iowa.

Increases in the tuition rates for nonresi-
dent students and graduate students vary. 
Nonresident undergraduate tuition will climb 
to a total of $28,052, roughly four times the 
UI resident tuition.

As part of the regents’ “differential tuition” 
model, tuition for students in certain disciplines 
will increase at a higher rate. Rates for resident 
first-year engineering students at the UI will in-
crease by 16.02 percent to $8,270, and the rate 
for resident second-year engineering students 
rise 17.67 percent to $9,882.

Student leaders from the UI, Iowa State Uni-
versity, and the University of Northern Iowa 
voiced concerns at the regents’ October meet-
ing, which was also in Cedar Falls, about hiking 
tuition disproportionately for nonresident and 

By ANNA KAYSER
anna-kayser@uiowa.edu

Numerous reasons have been 
attributed to the impending clo-
sure of the Den, 123 E. Washing-
ton St., at the end of this year.

The store, which has served 
the Iowa City area for more than 
40 years, will close its doors be-
fore its lease is up on Dec. 31. 

Store supervisor Craig Spen-
cer said three things caused 
the store to not renew its lease: 
retail is becoming harder be-
cause of the internet, the Wash-
ington Street construction, and 
the higher rent district. 

Over the summer, the Wash-
ington Streetscape Project 
blocked off major portions of 
the block of the street that the 
Den is located on and affect-

ed pedestrian traffic. Spencer 
predicted that this caused a 30 
to 40 percent drop in sales. 

“There was too much difficul-
ty in getting to the store due 
to the Washington Street con-
struction, which caused a great 
drop in business,” Spencer said. 

He also said that since the 
traffic patterns were changed 
for so long and are continu-
ing to change, people are now 
used to taking different routes 
around the area. 

The construction began in April 
of this year and is still ongoing.

Wendy Ford, the economic 
development coordinator for 
Iowa City, said this was the 
best time to get the construc-
tion work done. 

“We realize it’s been a big in-
convenience, however the con-

struction is necessary because 
of both the street and the utili-
ties for all the businesses,” Ford 
said. “It’s important for the city 
to make sure that all infrastruc-
ture services are available.”

The underground utilities 
are decades old, and they had 
to be replaced before another 
water main break occurred. It 
just made sense for the city to 
“rip the Band-Aid off,” as Ford 
said, to fix both the street and 
the utilities. 

Many city departments came 
together to make the decision 
to do both the street construc-
tion and the underground utili-
ties at once. Ford said this was 
the most efficient way, even 
though business was compro-
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The Den to close its doors after 40 years
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The outside of The Den is shown on Monday. The Den will close at the end of year; supervisor Craig 
Spencer said slow sales because of internet purchasing and construction contributed to the decision, 
along with higher rent. (The Daily Iowan/Anthony Vazquez)

UI outlines renovation 
plans

The University of Iowa presented its plans 
for construction projects and improvements 
around campus on Monday at the state Board 
of Regents meeting.

Rod Lehnertz, the UI senior vice president 
for Finance and Operations, presented the 
projects at the meeting with John Staley, the 
senior associate director of UI Hospitals and 
Clinics, since a few proposed items on the 
docket involved the UIHC. 

Among these projects are updates to 
several buildings heavily used by students, 
including renovations in library and galleria 
spaces in the Pappajohn Business Building, 
outer and inner renovations to the Commu-
nications Center, renovations to the former 
School of Music space in the University Capitol 
Center, and updates to 77-year-old plumbing 
and vanities in Hillcrest. 

Renovations in Hillcrest, with a budget 
of $4.6 million, will be delivered over four 
consecutive summers, Lehnertz said.

“The contractor will stage the work so we 
can do the work while the building is empty 
of students … the building itself supplies sig-
nificant amounts of housing for the university, 
as well as housing the entire food service for 
west side residents,” Lehnertz said. 

On the East Side, the Communications 

Center, built in 1951, will be renovated to 
provide space for the Sociology Depart-
ment, an academic testing center, and 
classrooms. The project will cost between 
$10 million and $12 million.

The Pappajohn Business Building, built in 
1992, will receive renovations with a budget 
of $3.1 million.

“Part of an ongoing effort to update our 
building built in 1992 … we’ve done work 
within the building already to increase stu-
dent interaction and teaming opportunities,” 
said Lehnertz about the Pappajohn Business 
Building renovations. “The library will be 
renovated and modernized ... to create spaces 
for our students and faculty.” 

Other buildings on campus getting chang-
es and upgrades include some consolidation 
and consolidation of offices in the UIHC to 
open space for a new nurse and resident 
training facility, allowing those professionals 
to get even more practice with procedure 
before heading into the real thing. 

The Iowa City’s University Capitol Center 
will receive renovations in the area where the 
School of Music formerly existed, now that 
faculty and students have moved into the 
newly opened Voxman Music Building. 

All projects were approved by the regents 
Monday, granting officials the right to move 
forward with the projects.

— by Addison Martin

SEE TUITION, 2
Regent President Bruce Rastetter looks away during a Board of Regents’ meeting at the University of Northern Iowa on Monday. The regents voted to increase 
tuition by 2 percent for resident students with varying rates for nonresidents and graduate students. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)

Tuition on the loose again

By MARISSA PAYNE
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

CEDAR FALLS — The creation of a cross-dis-
ciplinary neuroscience center in the University 
of Iowa Carver College of Medicine will be made 
possible with a $45 million grant from the Roy 
J. Carver Charitable Trust.

Research will be conducted at this new cen-
ter to “find the causes of, and preventions, 
treatments, and cures for, the many diseas-
es that affect the brain and nervous system,” 
Regent President Bruce Rastetter said at the 

regents’ meeting Monday. 
“This is indeed a transformational gift … ” he 

said. “The incredible philanthropy of the Carver 
Charitable Trust and the Carver family cannot 
be overstated.”

To recognize the gift, the UI requested — and 
the regents approved — the center’s permanent 
name be the Iowa Neuroscience Institute. 

Jean Robillard, the UI vice president for 
Medical Affairs and the dean of the Carver 
College of Medicine, said the Carver Trust 
wanted to name the center the Iowa Neurosci-
ence Institute.

“They believe that this is an institute for the 
whole state,” he said.

UI President Bruce Harreld participated in a state Board of Regents’ 
meeting telephonically Monday. The meeting was held on the Uni-
versity of Northern Iowa campus.  (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)
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People stroll through a walkway between a parking ramp and the Field House on Monday. The University of Iowa completed renovations in the Field House 
over the summer. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)
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UI warns of sexual 
assault

The University of Iowa issued a crime 
alert Monday in response to a report of 
sexual assault that occurred over the 
weekend on campus.

 According to an email sent out to UI 
students on Dec. 5 from Scott Beckner, 
assistant vice president and director 
of Public Safety, the assault occurred 
around 11 p.m. on Dec. 3 in an East Side 
residence hall. 

The email said the assault was 
perpetrated by an acquaintance of the 
victim. In his email, Beckner urged 
students to realize that consensual sex 
occurs when both partners agree to 
engage in sexual activity. 

Beckner added that consent “should 

always be mutual, voluntary, enthu-
siastic, and given without pressure, 
intimidation, or fear.”

To report an instance of sex-
ual assault or any crime for that 
matter, contact 911 or UI Police at 
(319) 335-5022.

To find information about 
self-care options after an assault, 
including information about the 
Rape Victim Advocacy Program, 
contact (319) 335-6000.

— by Charles Peckman

Hawk Shop to drop 
sales tax

As the result of administrative 
response to a University of Iowa 
Student Government resolution passed 

last week, the UI has decided to stop 
charging Iowa’s standard 6 percent 
sales tax on all items sold in the IMU 
Hawk Shop.

 The proposal, as reported in a Daily 
Iowan story, asked the UI to consider a 
tax-free Hawk Shop.

Rachel Zuckerman, the president of 
UI Student Government, said, “We’re 
obviously incredibly excited about the 
passing of this legislation.” 

Zuckerman said Iowa has been los-
ing state funding for public universities, 
and tuition increases are a concern 
among students. 

Although UISG has had trouble pass-
ing meaningful legislation in the past 
to reduce tuition increases, Zuckerman 
said, “We have to get creative in order 
to make the college experience more 

affordable for all students.”
Zuckerman said, “Although these 

things not traditionally thought of as 
cost-reduction mechanisms, we have 
had much better experience with things 
like textbooks, housing, and food.”

She said it is hard to predict what 
type of effect this will have on private 
bookstores such as Iowa Book and 
Supply, but she hopes  “all Iowa City 
entities perform well.”

In terms of the UI’s administration 
taking action based on UISG reso-
lutions, Zuckerman said that under 
President Bruce Harreld’s leadership, 
the shared governance between stu-
dent groups and the administration 
has “increased dramatically.”

— by Charles Peckman

mised. 
Spencer emphasized 

that the construction was 
not the only cause of the 
Den’s demise. Online 

shopping is making the 
retail market more diffi-
cult, and the store is locat-
ed in a high rent district. 

Kevin Monson, the 
owner of the property, 
said he was not surprised 
by the decision not to re-
new the lease.

“It was expected; their 

lease was up.” Monson 
said. “I assumed they 
were leaving.”

Monson is now look-
ing for a short-term 
lease for the open space, 
but has not began ad-
vertising the space for a 
long-term option. 

Spencer is now look-

ing for alternate loca-
tions for the Den but 
said it wouldn’t be to 
the same scale that it is 
now. They are looking at 
downtown Iowa City, in 
local malls, and areas 
with parking. 

However, he said it 
is likely that they will 

graduate students.
Regent President Bruce 

Rastetter said the regents 
“appreciate” the students’ 
concerns, but he said he 
thinks the cost of pursu-
ing a degree from Iowa 
universities should be set 
with Iowans — the tax-
payers — in mind, though 
he believes future regents 
should examine the costs 
of graduate programs with 
university presidents.

“These are public uni-
versities owned by the 
taxpayers of Iowa whose 
generation of parents 
and grandparents paid 
taxes to provide that 
soon-to-be $18 billion 
or so of buildings that 
are on these campuses,” 
he said. “… Iowans who 
have participated in 
paying for the universi-
ty should have a benefit 
from that and will most 
likely continue to.”

While UI resident un-
dergraduate tuition is 
currently the lowest in 

its peer group, nonresi-
dent tuition rests at the 
ninth spot out of 11 peer 
institutions, above Ohio 
State University and the 
University of Minnesota. 
The cost of nonresident 
tuition at those univer-
sities is $28,229 and 
$23,806, respectively.

UI Student Govern-
ment President Rachel 
Zuckerman, who is a 
nonresident student 
from Michigan, said stu-
dents will continue to 
leave the states in which 
they were born to pursue 
degrees as society na-
tionalizes and globalizes, 
so it is important to re-
duce the discrepancy in 
tuition rates.

“Just because we don’t 
pay taxes in the state of 
Iowa doesn’t mean we’re 
not contributing to high-
er education in the Unit-
ed States,” she said.

Although she doesn’t 
agree with Rastetter’s 
stance, Zuckerman said 
she didn’t expect an im-
mediate turnaround as 
a result of the October 
comments, but she hopes 
it is something the re-

gents keep in mind for 
the future.

Cole Staudt, ISU Stu-
dent Government Pres-
ident, voiced more dis-
content with the regents. 
He said a resolution was 
passed by ISU Student 
Government Senate in 
November asking for a 
comprehensive two-tier 
tuition model that would 
increase tuition for all 
upperclassmen rather 
than only those in cer-
tain academic programs. 
Staudt also said they re-
quested postponing the 
vote on tuition rates un-
til January.

After the regents’ 
Monday vote to increase 
tuition with the cur-
rent rates and two-year 
model, Staudt said he 
no longer trusts the re-
gents. He said he called 
to try discussing ISU’s 
proposal, but they were 
unaware of what the pro-
posal involved.

“We are just in disbe-
lief, because we thought 
we had made a very 
compelling case to the 
Board,” he said. “We 
thought that the Board 

cared about students and 
improving the education-
al experience at Iowa 
State University.”

The larger reality fac-
ing universities across the 
nation, Zuckerman and 
Staudt said, is states dis-
investing in higher edu-
cation. Zuckerman antici-
pates nonresident students 
will continue to pay more 
if the state fails to provide 
sufficient appropriations.

Since fiscal 2001, when 
state appropriations made 
up 61.58 percent of the 
UI’s budget and tuition 
revenue made up 30.32 
percent of the budget, less 
of the budget has come 
from tax dollars; in fiscal 
2017, 31.55 percent is from 
state appropriations and 
tuition revenue contrib-
utes to 62.47 percent of the 
budget, according to data 
provided to The Daily Io-
wan from the UI Office of 
Finance and Operations.

“The unfortunate re-
ality is that we are in a 
place where tuition has 
been compensating for 
a lack of state appropri-
ations in recent years,” 
Zuckerman said.

Approval of the offi-
cial name ensures that 
no future individual or 
corporate name can be 
attached to the insti-
tute. Rastetter said any 
request to name this in-
stitute in the future will 
not happen on the basis 
of the regents’ vote un-
less the vote is reversed.

Additionally, the re-
gents’ approval means 
the $45 million gift will 
be added to the UI’s 
For Iowa. Forever More. 
fundraising campaign 
total of $1.85 million. 

The campaign started 
in 2008 and continues 
through the end of this 
month, Robillard said.

Robillard said the gift 
will allow for numerous 
colleges to work together, 
including the College of 
Liberal Arts & Sciences, 
the College of Medicine, 
and more.

“It will really help 
bring investigators to-
gether, increase collabo-
ration, and really speed 
up research,” he said. 
“The gift will continue 
to help us recruit top 
notch neuroscientists 
and bring them on cam-
pus and serve, really, as 
a nucleus to bring oth-
er young people around 
them to really help de-

velop these programs.”
Ted Abel, a faculty 

member from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, 
will work at the UI start-
ing in January 2017 and 
will lead the Iowa Neu-
roscience Institute. He 
said he was drawn to the 
UI for its “extraordinary 
opportunities in neuro-
science” and is excited 
about the opportunity 
to help people develop 
research programs and 
their careers.

“I’m excited to have 
the opportunity to hire 
new faculty, to bring new 
people to Iowa City and 
also to work with the 
community that is in Io-
wa,” he said. “There is a 
long, exceptional history 

in psychiatry, psychology, 
neurology at Iowa that 
is something we’re real-
ly building on and Iowa 
should already be proud.”

UI President Bruce Har-
reld expressed apprecia-
tion for the Carver Trust’s 
“unsurpassed and unwav-
ering support” for the UI in 
the past 30 years.

“Thanks to their fore-
sight, the Carver name is 
forever linked with signif-
icant scientific discoveries 
and advanced treatments 
to cure diseases and to 
transform lives,” he said. 
“This new grant furthers 
that legacy, benefitting Io-
wans and the world. In par-
ticular this gift allows us to 
continue our leadership in 
biomedical discovery.”
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By MATTHEW JACK | matthew-jack@uiowa.edu

In 1985, a Chinese official named Xi Jin-
ping, the director of the Feed Association of 
Shijiazhuang Prefecture, visited Muscatine 
as the leader of a delegation to study Amer-
ican agriculture. He was welcomed by Iowa 
Gov. Terry Branstad, who forged a personal 
friendship with the young official under the 
surface of their economic partnership.

Twenty-seven years later, when Xi re-
turned to Iowa as China’s vice president 
and heir apparent to the presidency, Xi di-
rected his staff to locate the Iowans he met 
with in Muscatine — the first Americans 
he was introduced to — whom he consid-
ered to be his “old friends.” 

The act of “cornfield diplomacy” — as 
the New York Times put it — culminat-
ed in a multibillion-dollar trade deal for 

Iowa soybean products between Brans-
tad and Xi in 2012. It was not the last 
of soy-export deals between the U.S. 
and China — after talks in Des Moines 
as part of an annual trade meeting in 
2015, China purchased $2.3 billion in 
soy products, Bloomberg reported.

In November, Branstad embarked on a 
trip to Bejing for an eight-day trade mis-
sion to expand Iowa’s beef, pork, and soy 

exports to China and Japan. The visit 
did not go unnoticed by President-elect 
Donald Trump, who remarked that 
Branstad “would be our prime candi-
date to take care of China.”

“I am not ruling anything out,” Bran-
stad told reporters in November regard-
ing the position of U.S. ambassador to 
China. “But you know my focus has al-
ways been here on Iowa.”

1983 1985 1983 2012 2016
Then-Iowa Gov. Robert 
Ray initiates a sister-
state relationship with 
the Hebei province 
of China, and the 
formal agreement is 
later signed by Gov. 
Terry Branstad. He 
characterizes it as “a 
significant step in U.S.-
China relations” and “a 
diplomatic milestone.”

A Chinese 
agricultural official, 
Xi Jinping, visits 
Muscatine on a two-
week trip as leader of 
a delegation to study 
American agriculture. 
He establishes a 
personal relationship 
with Branstad.

Xi, now China’s 
vice president, 
revisits 
Muscatine in an 
act of “cornfield 
diplomacy” 
during a 
period of 
tense relations 
between the 
U.S. and China. 
Branstad 
welcomes Xi 
with a dinner in 
Des Moines.

Now-President Xi 
attends the third-
annual U.S.-China 
Governors’ Forum 
and Dialogue with 
Branstad. They sign 
multibillion-dollar 
trade contracts 
for Iowa soybean 
products.

Branstad is 
appointed to 
Republican 
presidential 
nominee 
Donald Trump’s 
Agricultural 
Advisory 
Committee. His 
son, Eric Branstad, 
chairs Trump’s 
Iowa campaign.

Branstad 
launches an 
eight-day trade 
mission to China 
and Japan to 
expand Iowa’s 
beef, pork, and 
soy-product 
exports. Two 
days before 
Election Day, 
Trump said 
Branstad “would 
be our prime 
candidate to take 
care of China.” 

The Independent 
Journal Review 
reports that Trump 
will meet with 
Branstad about 
the position of U.S. 
ambassador to China 
in New York next 
week. In November, 
Branstad told 
reporters that he was 
“leaving the door 
open” regarding the 
position.
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Branstad and the Chinese connection

Police review draws few for accreditation

TRUMP’S TRANSITION ELECTION 2016 ELECTION 2016

By ELIANNA NOVITCH 
elianna-novitch@uiowa.edu 

A public forum for com-
munity members to com-
ment on the Iowa City police 
took place Monday at the 
Iowa City Public Library, yet 
attendance by community 
members was slim. 

The forum was a part of 
a reaccreditation process 
that the department is un-
dergoing. The Commission 
on Accreditation for Law 
Enforcement Agencies Inc. 

is in charge of assessing 
the department. 

The commission was cre-
ated in 1979 as a credential-
ing authority through the 
combined efforts of law en-
forcement’s major executive 
associations, including the 
International Association 
of Chiefs of Police, National 
Organization of Black Law 
Enforcement Executives, 
National Sheriffs’ Associa-
tion, and the Police Execu-
tive Research Forum.

The commission examines 

policies and procedures of 
public-safety departments 
to ensure they are complying 
with standards.

Team leader John Ga-
ravaglia of the assess-
ment team said the lack 
of attendance was not 
necessarily odd.

“In my personal experi-
ence, on reaccreditations, 
it’s not uncommon for 
attendance [at public fo-
rums] to be light,” he said. 
“Unless there is a hot-but-
ton issue that recently oc-

curred, you don’t really 
see a lot of people.” 

This is the department’s 
fifth reaccreditation, with 
the initial accreditation oc-
curring in 2002.

The accreditation process 
occurs in three-year cycles 
and is a voluntary process to 
maintain accreditation. 

“Usually, Iowa City is very 
active, especially when it 
comes to the Police Depart-
ment, so I was surprised that 
more people didn’t show up,” 
police Sgt. Doug Hart said. 

Hart is assigned to 
training and accredita-
tion in the department.

The accreditation 
process has five gener-
al phases: Enrollment, 
Self-Assessment, On-Site 
Assessment, Commission 
Review and Decision, and 
Maintaining Compliance 
and Reaccreditation. 

The public forum was a part 
of the On-Site Assessment. 

“Receiving reaccredita-
tion is important, because 
it shows we are on the 

forefront of law-enforce-
ment policy and shows are 
commitment to excellence 
in our work,” police Sgt. 
Scott Gaarde said.

The next step in the reac-
creditation process is Com-
mission Review and Decision. 

“I certainly hope that 
the community has pride 
in this Police Depart-
ment and in what it is 
trying to do for this city, 
because I think that 
pride is well-justified,” 
Garavaglia said.



Who’s a buttercup now?

I urge ALL Iowans to read the 
upcoming “Suck it up, Buttercup” 
legislation proposed by Rep. Bobby 
Kaufmann, R-Wilton. Reading some 
of the representative’s comments 
regarding his bill (specifically 
criminalizing First Amendment acts of 
assembly and petition) should appall 
all Americans regardless of their polit-

ical affiliations. I implore all Iowans to 
contact their elected representatives 
and insist that they uphold, defend, 
and protect our First Amendment 
rights of speech, religion, press, 
assembly, and petition.

I have the perfect phrase to offer 
them: “Suck it up, Buttercup.”

The First Amendment reads: 
“Congress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the freedom of speech, 

or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and 
to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances.”

All Americans can peacefully as-
semble and use our free speech at any 
public place, at any time, to petition 
our government about our grievances. 
As citizens of America, it is our respon-
sibility to use our First Amendment 
rights to assemble together and state 
our grievances with government.

Kaufmann is a member of the Iowa 

Firearms Coalition. The club’s mission, 
according to its website, is to be “THE 
firearms-rights organization in Iowa, 
representing the Second Amendment 
concerns for all firearms owners in 
the state.”

Fellow Iowans, please contact 
your congressmen and congress-
women to ensure that they protect 
our First Amendment with the 
same fidelity and rigor as they do 
our Second Amendment.

— Joshua Levai-Baird

It’s hard to believe Week 13 of the 
NFL season is now in the books, and 
it’s even harder to believe the NFL 
is experiencing significantly low-
er ratings than in previous years. 
Seemingly, every year ratings for the 
Super Bowl eclipse those of the pre-
vious year, so how can it be that NFL 
ratings are down?

Well, for starters, the raucous elec-
tion cycle must be at least partly to 
blame for decreased viewership; 
however, this can’t be the only rea-
son the country’s most popular sport 
is on the decline. Intuition would al-
so lead one to believe that all of the 
hubbub concerning concussions is 
driving ratings down, too. We may 
not want to admit it, but rule chang-
es aimed at protecting player safety 
have changed the way the game is 
played, subsequently turning some 

fans away. Nevertheless, college foot-
ball ratings aren’t down, so what is 
different about the NFL?

First, in order to pinpoint the 
source of the NFL’s slippage, it is 
useful to break up viewership by age. 
Demographic analytics from Market-
ingChart.com reveal that the sharp-
est viewership decline is among 
those ages 35-49. Now, it is true that 
younger generations consume media 
differently from older generations, 
often using social media and online 
platforms as opposed to traditional 
television. So it makes sense that 
younger-age viewers are forgoing 
football more so than older viewers. 
Yet, if this were the catalyst behind 
the ratings slide for the NFL, then 
one would think it would also be the 
case for college football ratings. It’s 
not, though. In fact, college football 
ratings are way up. Thus, the NFL is 
clearly different. 

As to why the NFL is different, 
perhaps fantasy football can shed 
some light. With fantasy football, the 
focus of a game becomes less on the 
content of the game and more on the 
box score. Fans focus on the box score 
and highlights rather than the actu-
al narratives of a game. In a sense, it 
seems fantasy football has quantified 
the game such that statistics take 

precedence over experience. With 
technology at our fingertips, fans 
don’t need to watch a game to see 
how their fantasy players or favor-
ite teams do. Rather, they can glean 
a synopsis of the game after the fact. 

And since we live in a society in 
which time is of the essence, why 
would people take the time to watch 
an entire game or games when they 
can just get the information they 
need from an app on their phone? 
Moreover, with all the penalties, 
booth reviews, injury time-outs, and 
commercial breaks, who has the at-
tention span to watch a three-hour 
game? Plus, games used to be just 
on Sundays with one Monday night 
game a week, but now games are 
more spread out with the addition of 
Thursday games making it harder 
for us to consume all the action.

So maybe it’s not the election or 
changing demographics driving 
the NFL ratings decline. Maybe 
it’s not even the NFL’s fault. May-
be fantasy football has changed 
the way that we consume the 
NFL to the point that it’s starting 
to take away from ratings. As a 
result, it is possible we’ve learned 
to pay more attention to results 
and statistics at the expense of 
truly watching a game.

OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION
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Branstad must 
denounce hate, 
violence

In the week following 
the presidential election, 
New York Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo released a state-
ment condemning the 
rise of hateful acts and 
violence. “Let me be very 
clear,” he said. “These acts 
of hate and intolerance go 
against everything New 
York stands for. We have 
welcomed generations of 
immigrants with open 
arms. This state will con-
tinue that proud legacy 
— we will not turn our 
backs, and we will not 
let this heated rhetoric 
divide us. We will stand 
strong united in the face 
of intolerance and show 
the world that we are one 
people, one family, and 
one New York.” 

Earlier that same week, 
Cuomo launched a toll-free 
hotline to reports incidents 
of discrimination and bi-
as. He has also released 
several more statements 
regarding violence since 
the election. In fact, he 
released one Monday, con-
demning an incident that 
morning in which someone 
assaulted an off-duty Mus-
lim New York City Tran-
sit employee, called her a 
“terrorist” and pushed her 
down the stairs, injuring 
her knee and ankle. 

In comparison, Iowa 
Gov. Terry Branstad has 
not made any sort of state-
ments following the elec-
tion to condemn such acts 
of hatred and violence. 
This isn’t all that surpris-
ing, considering Branstad 
has voiced his support for 
President-elect Donald 
Trump numerous times, 
and he is probably feeling 
happy, not threatened or 
fearful, in the wake of the 
election. After the video 
of Trump bragging about 
grabbing women’s genitals 
was released, Branstad 
said Trump’s comments 

were “reprehensible,” but 
that this did not change 
his support. It makes 
sense, then, that Brans-
tad would be able to turn 
a blind eye to the hate-fu-
eled actions happening. 
However, it is crucial that 
he do not do so.

I understand that Iowa 
and New York are vast-
ly different states with 
vastly different cultures. 
However, speaking out 
against hate and violence 
shouldn’t be something 
that is solely done by 
more traditionally liber-
al officials. Intimidating, 
attacking, and injuring 
people based on their 
identity should not be a 
partisan issue; it should 
be something that all of 
us, especially those in po-
sitions of authority, speak 
out against, no matter 
where we fall on the polit-
ical spectrum. And if we 
fall in a place on the po-
litical spectrum where we 
believe that such acts are 
acceptable and shouldn’t 
be spoken out against, 
then such a position on 
the spectrum is deep-
ly flawed. I don’t know 
Branstad personally, and 
while it does not give me 
much hope knowing how 
strong of a Trump sup-
porter he is, I would hope 
that the governor of Iowa 
does not believe that such 
acts are acceptable. After 
all, he was elected to rep-
resent all of us, not just 
some of us.

Turning a blind eye to 
hate and violence doesn’t 
just not make it go away, it 
encourages violent hateful 
acts by showing the people 
who are committing such 
aggressions that they can 
get away with it devoid 
of consequences. On top 
of this, it sends a chill-
ing message to those who 
are being threatened and 
discriminated against. 
It tells them, “You do not 
matter. Your experiences 
are not valid and will not 
be taken seriously.”

This is not the Iowa 
that I want to live in, and 
I hope it is not the Iowa 
that Branstad wants to 
govern. It is time that 
he speaks out publicly 
against hateful actions.

By BEAU ELLIOT
beauelliot@gmail.com

So we see that Donald Trump, 
soon to become the Tweet-in-
Chief, if not the Trump-ahontas-
in-Chief, has named Ben Carson 
to be head of HUD.

That would be the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, 
if you’re not into abbreviating just 
about every word that comes down 
the pike and some that don’t.

(Some words come down the trout, 
which is why Richard Brautigan 
wrote Trout Fishing in America. It’s 
a classic about fishing. Or fishiness. 
Never enough fishiness, human his-
tory demonstrates.)

But it’s good that the Trump-
ster nominated Carson to head 
HUD. (If you don’t like abbrevi-
ations, you’re in the wrong era; 
this is not the time of glitzy hy-
per tech apps or, for that matter, 
sexting, it’s the era of abbrevi-
ations; people would abbreviate 
“a” if it didn’t mean the abbrevi-
ation would be longer than the 
letter. Which is rather beside 
the point of abbreviations.)

The Carson nomination is 
good, you say? Well, yeah. Car-
son is a physician, a man of sci-
ence. It would be quite novel for  
Trumpster’s inner circle to have 

a touch of science.
Even a faint touch.
Because, of course, we know that 

Carson’s touch with science does 
indeed seem to be a wee faint. In 
the GOP primaries, a season to re-
member, he did opine that the Big 
Bang never happened because of 
the Law of Thermodynamics. 

Um, yeah.
Real scientists jumped all over 

Carson, of course, because real scien-
tists understand such small things as 
the Big Bang and thermodynamics. 
Because they have studied them.

But never fear. Carson is perfect 
for Housing and Urban Develop-
ment because he has a never-be-
fore realized reason behind the 
ancient Egyptians’ building the 
pyramids: grain storage.

But of course. Why else would 
the ancient Egyptians have built 
these huge edifices with tiny, 
winding interiors that could hold 
perhaps two hours’ worth of grain 
if not to hold grain?

Talk about a grain of truth.
Perhaps, Carson as secretary of 

HUD, will pass his gaze over the 
public housing in America and 
decide that the buildings were too 
good for poor people, that those 
facilities would much better serve 
as storage for grain.

I mean, nobody eats poor people.

Yet.
Probably Carson will make a 

splendid Cabinet member. He fits 
right in, outside of not being an older 
white dude worth billions of dollars. 

It’s rather humorous, in a Ione-
sco sort of way, that an old white 
guy worth billions will fill a Cab-
inet with other old white guys 
worth billions, and they’re some-
how considered “populists.” 

You know, they’re exactly like 
the rest of us.

I know, you’re laughing, too. What 
else is there to do? as the Irish say.

Well, Standing Rock just had 
something of a victory when the 
Army Corps of Engineers halted 
the construction of the Dakota 
Access Pipeline because of envi-
ronmental concerns.

“Put a price tag on what you val-
ue,” Iowa Public Radio says in its cur-
rent fundraising drive. 

No offense, Public Radio, which 
I value, but there is no price tag on 
what you value. 

Standing Rock, and thousands of 
thousands of protests before it, have 
demonstrated that price tags have no 
meaning. People’s values do.

On the other hand, the Tweet-in-
Chief, no doubt, will continue to tweet 
that you are meaningless. That’s 
what he’s good at, if nothing else.

It really is nothing else.

Real meaning, nothing else

By ZACH WEIGEL
zachary-weigel@uiowa.edu

Former Republican presidential candidate Ben Carson sits next to Donald Trump during a roundtable meeting with the Republican Leadership Initiative at the Trump Tower 
in New York on Aug. 25. Trump has chosen former rival Carson to become secretary of the Department of Housing and Urban Development. (Associated Press/Gerald Herbert)
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Changing the game for NFL football
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 By HANNAH SOYER
hannah-soyer@uiowa.edu
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By  JACK BERNING
jack-berning@uiowa.edu

In an effort to increase ac-
cessibility for children with 
disabilities in regard to stan-
dardized testing, the College 
Board announced Nov. 1 that 
it would make it easier for 
impaired students to request 
test accommodations.

According to its website, 
the College Board is a “mis-
sion-driven, not-for-profit 
organization that connects 
students to college success 
and opportunity.” The board 
has been facing increased 
criticism from the U.S. De-
partment of Justice for test-
ing practices that put stu-
dents with disabilities at a 
disadvantage, according to 
Education Week.

“Parents of students with 
disabilities seeking admis-
sion to the University of 
Iowa have reported failure 
to obtain accommodations 
on standardized tests,” 
said Mark Harris, the UI 
director of Student Dis-
ability Services.

According to Disability 
Statistics, in 2014, 37.1 per-
cent of Iowans with disabili-
ties had some sort of college 
education, while 36.9 per-
cent of non-disabled Iowans 
had some form of college 
education. While disabled 
students attend college 
at about the same rate as 
traditional students, their 
ability to attend the school 
of their choice may suffer 
because of difficulty taking 
standardized tests. 

Disability Statistics is 
an online resource man-
aged by Cornell University 
that collects national and 
state-level data of people 
with disabilities. 

“We use these [College 
Board] tests in admission 
decisions, and it has been 
a barrier in disabled stu-
dents attending the college 
of their choice,” Harris said. 
“We hope giving these ac-
commodations to students 
will prove useful.”

With people with disabil-
ities who previously were 
not receiving proper mod-
ifications to exams such 
as the SAT and Advanced 
Placement  exams, it was 
nearly impossible for 
those students to score as 
well as students who do 

not need accommodation 
in their daily classrooms, 
Harris said.

Starting in 2017, most 
students who use testing 
accommodations at their 
schools through an Individ-
ualized Education Program 
or 504 Plan will have those 
same accommodations 
automatically approved 
for taking the SAT, Ad-
vanced Placement ex-
ams, and more. 

The Individualized Ed-
ucation Program ensures 
that children with disabili-
ties who are attending ele-
mentary or secondary edu-
cational institutions receive 
specialized instruction and 
related services. The 504 
Plan is a similar program 
to ensure academic success 

and access to the learning 
environment for children 
with disabilities. 

If students have received 
testing accommoda-
tions in their day-to-day 
schoolwork, they can now 
use those same accom-
modations when taking 
tests that will determine 
their future. 

“This is a great step for 
students who have regu-
larly taken advantage of 
specific accommodations 
throughout their school 
careers,” said Jane Fry, the 
interim special education 
director for the Iowa City 
School District. “It will 
streamline the process 
at both ends and enable 
those who know students 
best to identify the appro-

priate accommodations.”
With high schools 

now being able to prop-
erly administer exams, 
colleges can accurately 
evaluate whether a stu-
dents with disabilities 
can be admitted.

“Our teams work to 
provide opportunities to 
bring together K-12 and 
higher-education lead-
ers together,” said Greg 
Walker, vice president of 
the College Board Mid-
western Regional Office. 
“It is our goal to discuss 
important topics to help 
implement practices 
that positively affect the 
transition of all students 
from K-12 to higher ed-
ucation, including those 
with disabilities.”

College Board moves on disabilities
The College Board has announced it will now be easier for students with disabilities to receive proper accommodations.

By CLAIRE DIETZ
claire-dietz@uiowa.edu

The celebrated pianist 
Emanuel Ax first performed 
at Hancher in 1974, and 
now, a little over four de-
cades — and a brand new 
building — later, the pi-
anist is returning to the 
lauded venue’s stage. 

At 7:30 p.m. today, Ax 
will perform selections 
from Schubert and Cho-
pin at Hancher.

Including his shows in 
1974 and 2016, Ax has 
performed nine times at 
Hancher. He’s taken the 
stage solo and with a vari-
ety of other collaborators, 
including world-renowned 
cellist Yo-Yo Ma, the Cleve-

land Quartet, and the Bran-
denburg Ensemble. This 
year’s performance, how-
ever, will mark the first 
time for Ax to return to 
Hancher since 1999.

This concert has an addi-
tional layer of significance 
for both the pianist and the 
venue, seeing as Ax was in-
strumental in picking out 
the new Hancher’s defining 
instrument: its piano.

“In 2015, Ax joined a del-
egation from Hancher and 
West Music at the Steinway 
& Sons factory in New York 
City,” said Rob Cline, direc-
tor of marketing and com-
munications for Hancher. 
“The trip was sparked by a 
generous gift from Rich-
ard Gloss and Hal Ide 

— longtime and recently 
retired members of the 
Hancher Box Office staff 
— to support the purchase 
of a piano for the new 
Hancher Auditorium.”

In addition to this, though 
Ax didn’t provide any for-
mal contributions to the 
buildings design, Cline not-
ed that he played an instru-
mental role as a spiritual 
guide for the project. 

Ax’s history with his 
craft is a long but straight-
forward one, and one that 
he described in an inter-
view with Clive Paget in 
Limelight Magazine.

When asked what his or-
igin story as a pianist was, 
he responded plainly. 

“That’s a very simple and 

unexciting story,” Ax said in 
the interview. “In those days 
a lot of people had little pi-
anos, just small uprights. I 
was 7 years old, and I start-
ed like everyone else.”

This matter-of-fact atti-
tude seems to have played 
out well for him over the 
course of his career. In an-
other interview, it became 
clearer that perhaps it 
simply in Ax’s way of life 
to embrace the opportu-
nities presented to him, 
simply because he cannot 
turn them down.

“I’m not good at saying 
‘No’ to things,” Ax said in an 
interview with Kile Smith 
of WRTI. “If people suggest 
something or they ask me 
to do something, I don’t 

usually say ‘No,’ so I wind 
up doing all kinds of things 
that I may not have intend-
ed to do, but there have 
been very few things that 
I would say I wish I hadn’t 
said ‘Yes’ to this.” 

As a pianist, Ax is particu-
larly known for saying “yes” 
to the work of composers 
like Hayden, Mozart, Bee-
thoven, and Brahms, and 
there is a reason he returns 
to them again and again.

“For a pianist [their work] 
probably the most challeng-
ing, the most interesting 
and the most multifaceted 
music,” he said in the Lime-
light Magazine interview. 
“There are a hundred ways 
to play it and I suppose as 
you grow up you never get 

tired of re-studying and try-
ing to get better. Also, I try 
to play what I feel I can con-
tribute something to.”  

“For example,” he contin-
ued. “I love Russian music; 
I love Rachmaninov; I love 
Prokofiev; I love Shostakov-
ich. But I play almost none 
of that music because I don’t 
feel that I’m very good at it. 
So I like to listen to other pi-
anists play it.”

 

In the light of genius at the piano

Emanuel Ax
When: 7:30 p.m. today
Where: Hancher 
Cost: $10-60
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ACROSS
 1 Tailor’s unit
 5 African virus
10 Ancient Central 

American
14 “Your majesty”
15 Commercial 

symbols in 
Lomé?

17 Source of 
indigo

18 Reptile at the 
top of the 
Jurassic food 
chain

19 Basis of a 
refreshing 
Mideast 
beverage?

21 Court recorder
22 Speaking up?
26 Cries of dismay
27 Downton Abbey 

headgear
31 Chill in the air
32 Metonym for 

Middle America
34 Leader of a 

group of elves

36 Gavotte, minuet 
and cancan?

39 Where Theseus 
slew the 
Minotaur

40 Tone deafness
41 What a cyclops 

has in common 
with a cyclone

42 River in 
Stephen 
Foster’s “Old 
Folks at Home”

44 Chomped down 
on

47 Country 
completely 
surrounded by 
South Africa

50 Ethan Frome’s 
wife

52 Far Eastern 
mimics?

56 Cry from Juliet
59 Sondheim’s “It 

Takes Two,” 
e.g.

60 Providers of 
low notes for 
rumbas?

61 To be, in 
Toulouse

62 “___ aside …”
63 Begins to wake
64 Blond now, say

DOWN
 1 Arbitrary non-

explanation, 
after “because”

 2 No longer an 
octogenarian

 3 Events in 
Bonnie 
and Clyde’s 
biography

 4 Her face 
launched a 
thousand ships

 5 Greek H’s
 6 ___ weevil
 7 Leer
 8 Lead-in to 

land for Willy 
Wonka’s 
workers

 9 Categorize
10 Timid
11 Cabinet dept.
12 The “Y” of 

TTYL
13 Total jerk
16 Actress Turner
20 Emphatically 

zero
23 What kindness 

and graceful 
aging reveal

24 Quibbles
25 4.0, e.g.
28 Tolkien terror
29 Alternative to 

cake
30 “___ mañana”
33 Have supper

34 One of the 
Seven Dwarfs

35 Obama’s 
signature health 
measure, for 
short

36 David ___, 
comic with 
a famous 
Richard Nixon 
impression

37 When repeated, 
child’s term for 
supper

38 “Wheel of 
Fortune” buy

39 Cartoon frame
42 Skins’ opponent 

in a pickup 
game

43 Prevailed
45 Cry after 

“Psst!”
46 Sampled
48 Indian ___
49 Pres. Jefferson
51 Broke off

53 Prefix with 
dexterity

54 Burn 
superficially

55 Rolling stones 
lack it

56 First U.S. color 
TV maker

57 Suffix with 
hazard

58 C.E.O.’s deg.
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This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.
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A good traveler has no fixed plans, and is not 
intent on arriving.    —Lao Tzu

KRUIprogramming
 • T • U • E • S • D • A •Y•

MIDNIGHT-1 A.M. NIC @ NITE 
1-2 A.M. METAL MAYHEM
7-8 A.M. MAX’S MORNING MIX
8-9 A.M. MORNING DRIVE
9-10 A.M. NEWS @ NINE
10-11 A.M. ZATZ THE BASS
11-NOON MICHAEL MINUS ANDREW  
NOON-12:15 P.M. NEWS @ NOON 
12:30-1 P.M. SHRINK RAP 
(ALTERNATE WEEKS)
1-2 P.M. NFL RUNDOWN
2-3 P.M. CENTER ICE
4-5 P.M. NOIZE TOONS
5-6 P.M. NEWS @ FIVE
8-9 P.M. DUSK TO DAWN
9-10 P.M. ONE EYE OPEN
10-MIDNIGHT LOCAL TUNES

DAILYBREAK

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

∙ Green Tees: Bags for a Better World, 
11 a.m.-2 p.m., Pappajohn Business Build-
ing  South Galleria 
∙ So You Want To … Visualize Your Data, 12:15 
p.m., Digital Scholarship & Publishing  Studio, 1015 
Main Library 
∙ Tippie Global Internship Information Ses-
sion, 1:30 p.m., S104 Pappajohn Business  Building 
∙ Faculty Senate Meeting, 3:30 p.m., Old Capitol 
Senate Chamber
∙ Winter Holiday Dinner, 3:30-8 p.m., 
Hillcrest Marketplace 
∙ Summer Health Professions Education 
Program Informational Session, 4:30 
p.m., 348 IMU 
∙ Black Student Union Stress Relief Medita-
tion, 6-10 p.m., Afro-American Cultural Center 
∙ UI Youth Chorale Fall Concert (Outreach 
High School Choir), 6 p.m., 2400 Voxman 
∙ Emanuel Ax, piano, 7:30 p.m., Hancher
∙ Faculty Showcase, 7:30 p.m., Voxman Organ Hall
∙ Iowa Trombone Choir, 7:30 p.m., 
Voxman Concert Hall

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes

DOONESBURY by Garry Trudeau 

DILBERT® by Scott Adams

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley Miller
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): Speak the truth, and keep your emotions tucked away. 
Don’t share your beliefs or personal information with those looking for a way to make 
you feel bad. Stay focused in your thoughts and moderate in your actions.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Identify the individuals and organizations that you 
believe you can assist. Don’t give up when you have so much to offer. Speak your 
mind, and help those less fortunate than you. Romance is encouraged.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Be careful who you trust or what you believe. If 
someone is pressuring you to take on more responsibility, keep an open mind, but 
make sure you don’t overlook your own projects.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Reach out, and share your story. Speaking with 
emotion and examining what you’ve learned from experience will help others 
as well as give your reputation a boost. Proper health care and good nutrition 
are encouraged.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Step up your strategy a notch, and show everyone what 
you are capable of doing. Commit to your plan, and strive to reach your goals. 
Success is based on what you do, not what you say you will do.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Problems at home or in important partnerships can 
be expected if you give in to pressure or demands made by others. Use your intel-
ligence, and make your position perfectly clear. Keep the peace using diplomacy, 
but stick to your guns.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Consider the big picture, but refrain from signing up 
for more than you can handle. Physical activity will help you get in shape and 
give you the energy and enthusiasm to follow your dreams. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Interact, engage in meetings, and discuss plans 
to improve your surroundings. Refuse to let the actions of others deter you from 
doing what’s best for you. Romance is highlighted.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Look at your options, and consider any 
consequences before you make a move. Don’t be fooled by what others say or 
do. Gather facts, and take action based on your findings. Ulterior motives and 
emotional manipulation will be apparent.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Draw on your emotions, and use your insight and 
intuition to help figure out what your next move should be. Let experience guide you, 
and you won’t waste time on people or situations that aren’t worth your while.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Take action, make things happen, and secure your 
position. A firm and established plan will help you reach your goal. Integrate 
whatever change is necessary; you will have no regrets. Push hard and excel.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Emotions will develop because of unexpected 
situations. Expect to be put on the spot by someone looking for a handout. Use 
your intelligence along with diplomacy to make suggestions that will discourage 
others from leaning on you.

General and unsolicited advice

• Don’t neglect the benefits of getting 
up early. If you start your day an hour 

before sunrise, you can screw up more 
crap before 9 a.m. than most people 

do all day.

• Forgot to bring a present? Just 
blurt out, “That’s from the both of 
us” as someone else’s gift is being 

received. I’ve found this tactic works 
especially well both at baby showers 

and human sacrifices.

• Don’t worry about being self-pos-
sessed; the more self-possessed 

you are, the less room you have for 
inner demons.

• People say “digging your own grave” 
like it’s a bad thing, but I say dig your 
own grave. It’ll save you about $200. 

That’ll pay for a lot of fast food, coffee, 
and cigarettes.

• Don’t get a life coach, BE a life coach. 
Pick good players. Win a game or two. 

Get ice cream afterward.

• One easy way to get out of gym 
membership is to just call the place 
and tell them “s/he died.” This is also 
the ONLY easy way to get out of a 

gym membership.

• Observe the Three Sacred Rules: Nev-
er say the name “Macbeth” in a theater, 

never whisper the name “Bloody 
Mary” three times into a mirror, and 

never shout the name “Jimmy Fizzle-
bottoms” at your lover. 

 

Andrew R. Juhl advises you not to 
take advice from the Ledge.
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By BLAKE DOWSON
blake-dowson@uiowa.edu

It set up well to be a 
Cordell Pemsl night for 
Iowa. For one, with all 
the 3-point shooting the 
Hawkeyes have been do-
ing, head coach Fran Mc-
Caffery surely wanted 
to see more of an inside 
presence and awareness 
for good shots against 
Stetson, a team Iowa fi-
nally had a size advan-
tage over.

“The thing about 
[Pemsl] is he knows 
what’s a good shot and 
what’s not a good shot,” 
McCaffery said. “He’s 
got great hands, great 
touch. He’s crafty around 
the basket … but he 
can make passes, and 
he doesn’t put his head 

down and spin into traffic 
and fall over and turn it 
over that leads to a tran-
sition basket.

“He knows when to 
go and when not to go. 
That’s not often the case 
with young players.”

The Hawkeyes didn’t 
want to be involved in 
another shootout, any-
way. Giving up 90 points 
every game gets old real-
ly quickly. 

On top of all that, lead-
ing scorer Peter Jok had 
one of his worst shooting 
nights as a Hawkeye, go-
ing 4-of-13 from the field. 

So yes, it seemed even 
before tipoff that Pemsl 
could be in for a big night. 
But just about every per-
son inside Carver-Hawk-
eye left with a different 
impression of Pemsl than 

when they showed up to 
watch him take on the 
Hatters. 

He and his freshmen 
teammates put on quite a 
show against Stetson.

“It’s exciting for Io-
wa basketball,” Pemsl 
said. “Isaiah [Moss] was 
scoring the ball tonight. 
Shots weren’t falling for 
Jordan [Bohannon], but 
he did a great job pass-
ing. He knows he can find 
me, and we’re going to be 
a great combo over the 
next four years … we just 
wanted to show up and 
play the way we know we 
can as freshmen.”

The Dubuque native 
was placed in the start-
ing lineup after fellow 
freshman Tyler Cook 
was injured. Since then, 
Pemsl has looked like the 

prize recruit in the class. 
In his three starts, he 

has averaged 19 points. 
The kicker is he’s doing it 
at an efficiency level that 
can hardly be matched in 
the college game right now.

Against Notre Dame 
(his first start), Pemsl 
was 8-of-9 from the field 
for 18 points in 23 min-
utes. His next start, 
against Nebraska-Oma-
ha, he was 6-of-7 for 18 
points in 24 minutes. 

And against Stetson — 
9-of-11 for a career-high 
21 points in 22 minutes.

Since he was inserted 
into the starting lineup, 
he’s shooting 85 percent 
from the field. No, not 
from the free-throw line. 
From the field.

Bohannon knows Pemsl 
as well as anybody on the 

team. The two played 
travel basketball togeth-
er during the summer 
and played against each 
other in high school.

Having Pemsl on the 
court with him, Bohan-
non said, has kept him 
comfortable — he’s made 
his first three career 
starts alongside him.

“If I miss a shot, he’s 
going to be able to get a 
board, he’s got such a big 
body,” Bohannon said. 
“He’s able to get any 
board he wants. We’ve 
got really good chemistry, 
[I know] I can throw the 
ball into the block, and he 
can put it up for a lay-up.

“That’s what he’s capa-
ble of doing every night 
with all of the threats we 
have on the floor.”

Pemsl said after the 

Stetson win his teammate, 
Cook, is still the stud of 
the freshman class. 

 He was quick to point 
out that Iowa is just 1-2 
in its past three games.

But it’s undeniable 
that his face is squarely 
in the spotlight, even if 
it dims a bit when Cook 
returns to the lineup 
and even if he won’t ad-
mit it.

“I haven’t stolen any-
thing from [Cook],” 
Pemsl said. “He’s still 
a top-50 recruit. Obvi-
ously, it was unfortu-
nate that he went down 
with his hand injury, but 
Coach said it’s the next 
guy up. I got the opportu-
nity to step into his posi-
tion, I’m just doing what 
I have to do, and it’s fun 
now that we’re winning.”

Pemsl fills up basketball limelight

No

Did the College Football 
Playoff Selection Commit-
tee make the right deci-
sion on Sunday?

No, absolutely not. 
Let me start off with 

noting there were three 
teams we all knew would 
be announced Sunday: No. 
1 Alabama, No. 2 Clemson, 
and No. 4 Washington. 

Alabama was a given. 
Going undefeated and 
routing Florida to win 
the SEC Championship 
pretty much secures your 
spot in the playoffs. Its 
fast offense and pound-
ing defense proved that 
it deserves a shot at the 
national title.

Where the committee 
went wrong on Sunday was 

putting Ohio State in the 
playoffs over Penn State. 

Yes, Ohio State did fin-
ish the season with an 
11-1 record, and Penn 
State ended the season 
11-2. So there is one 
point to Ohio State.

But going head-to-head, 
Ohio State lost to Penn 
State, Ohio State’s only 
loss. So next point goes to 
the Nittany Lions.

Now that the score is 
tied, some will say that 
Penn State lost to Pitt 
and Michigan. First, Ohio 
State barely beat Mich-
igan; in fact, it took the 
Buckeyes two overtimes to 
pull off a win against the 
Wolverines. Next, Clem-
son’s one loss was also to 
an up-and-coming Pitt 
earlier this year. 

Now for the tie-breaker: 
Penn State made it to the 
Big Ten title game, some-
thing Ohio State did not 
do. Penn State pulled 
through and beat Wis-
consin to become the Big 
Ten champs. 

This should have put 
Penn State above Ohio 
State, point blank. 

Every other team in the 
playoffs is a conference 
champ, except for Ohio 
State, which did not even 
play for a conference title. 
Honestly, in my opinion, 
it degraded the Big Ten 
Championship. If the win-
ner was going to get beat 
out by another team in 
their conference, was there 
really a reason to have a 
championship game? 

Penn State got the bad 

end of the deal this season. 
They proved themselves 
in their conference and as 
champions but still didn’t 
make it in. 

The unfortunate reality 
is that until the college 
football playoffs expand to 
a six- or eight-team field, 
there will be teams such 
as Penn State that deserve 
to be in but get shut out. 

— Jess Westendorf

Yes
The College Football 

Playoff Selection Commit-
tee got it right by leaving 
out Michigan and Big Ten 
champion Penn State.

I’m not going to argue 
about Alabama, that team 
could be one of the best 
we’ve ever seen in college 

football. ACC champion 
Clemson is a no-brainer 
as well.

That leaves Ohio State 
and Washington.

There was no way the 
committee should have 
included two Big Ten 
teams that didn’t make 
their conference cham-
pionship (Ohio State 
and Michigan).

Ohio State is the Big 
Ten’s best team. Yes, the 
Buckeyes lost to Penn 
State, but they also beat 
Michigan, Wisconsin, and 
blew out Oklahoma, all 
teams that were closing in 
on playoff spots.

Penn State clawed its 
way to the conference 
championship but over-
all is not as good as Ohio 
State. The Nittany Li-

ons may have beaten the 
Buckeyes this season, but 
it was a close game (8 or 9 
times out of 10, Ohio State 
beats the Lions).

Just like Ohio State, 
Washington is the best 
team in its conference. The 
Huskies demolished No. 
18 Stanford, Washington 
State, and No. 10 Colora-
do in the Pac-12 Cham-
pionship by an average 
of 32 points. Not to men-
tion, Washington’s only 
loss came at the hands of 
No. 9 USC.

None of the four teams 
included in this season’s 
playoffs have more than 
one loss. The committee 
got it right, even though it 
may be extremely hard for 
some fans to swallow. 

— Adam Hensley

Did the Football Selection Committee get it right?
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tioning. When I’ve gotten 
the ball, I’ve been effective.”

Effective is an un-
derstatement. After his 
performance against the 
Hatters, he’s hit 23 of his 
last 27 attempts.

Jordan Bohannon, who 
scored at least 20 points 
in Iowa’s previous two 
contests, was held to only 
2 points against the Hat-
ters. After thriving from 
downtown in his first two 
career starts, he failed 
to connect on a single 
3-pointer in Iowa’s win.

Aside from Moss’ touch 
from deep, 3-pointers 
were hard to come by 
(the rest of the team 
made 1-of-15). Most of the 
Hawkeyes’ damage came 
in the paint, where they 
muscled in for 50 points.

McCaffery tweaked his 
starting lineup once more. 
Instead of coming off the 
bench, sophomore Ahmad 
Wagner got the starting 
nod. He scored 8 points and 
grabbed 6 boards in 13 min-
utes of play.

Midway through the first 
half, Wagner soared for an 
offensive rebound and came 
down awkwardly on one 
knee, immediately hitting 
the deck. He struggled to get 

up on his own power and had 
to be helped back to the lock-
er room. He did not return.

 “I was really scared be-
cause he’s not a drama guy,” 
McCaffery said. “I think it 
really scared him because 
he jumped so high and land-
ed so awkwardly.”

McCaffery believed that 
the sophomore hyperex-
tended his knee, but did not 
have a concrete diagnosis. 
Wagner will be good to go 
for Thursday’s game against 
Iowa State, however.

Usual starter Nicholas 
Baer filled a sixth-man 
role, providing energy off 
the bench, especially with 
a thunderous one-handed 
throw-down to ignite the 

Carver crowd.
Peter Jok’s shots had dif-

ficulty finding the bottom 
of the net. Despite never 
finding a clear rhythm, the 
senior scored 15 points to 
go with 8 rebounds and 7 
assists. He did not turn the 
ball over.

“It’s great to see Pete, 
on a night that he’s not 
making shots like he nor-
mally does, have 7 assists, 
no turns,” McCaffery said. 
“That’s big time.”

While Stetson is not the 
toughest team Iowa has 
faced this season, it was 
huge for various players to 
step up when Jok wasn’t 
hitting his usual shots.

He’ll need to connect 
in Iowa’s next game. The 
Hawkeyes will host Iowa 

State at 7 p.m. Thursday in 
the Cy-Hawk Series.

Stetson guard Luke Doyle passes from the baseline to a teammate in Carv-
er-Hawkeye on Monday. The Hawkeyes drove the Hatters mad, 95-68. (The 
Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)

ophy left over from the 
Will Muschamp days.

McElwain is known as 
something of an offensive 
wiz, and it would stand 
to reason his excellence 
in the area is one of the 
reasons he got hired in the 
first place. But he still has 
shown he can coach the 

defense up pretty well.
The Gators will also 

make a team make bad 
plays. They’re third in 
the SEC with 30 sacks 
and tied for fifth with 
13 interceptions. That’s 
a good defense, but we’ll 
save the extended break-
downs for a little closer 
to the bowl.

They also start a former 
Purdue quarterback or 

Jack Del Rio’s kid
Do you like quarterback 

controversies? Well, Flori-
da is like one big one.

Luke Del Rio (son of 
Oakland Raider head 
coach Jack Del Rio) start-
ed the season but was in-
jured and didn’t play real 
great through stretches. 
Purdue transfer Austin 
Appleby has started the 
last four games.

So what does that mean 
for Iowa? Well, for start-

ers, the quarterback situ-
ation will likely not be re-
solved until bowl week. So 
it should be interesting.

But hey, a former Pur-
due quarterback poten-
tially starting a bowl game 
for Florida against Iowa? 
That’s some weird “Twi-
light Zone” stuff, man.

Follow @JordyHansen for 
Iowa football news, updates, 
and analysis.

ond-guessing myself on the 
release and trusting that 
my teammates are going to 
get me the ball when I’m 
open,” Disterhoft said. “It is 
the same for me going into 
every game, stepping up and 
being ready to shoot those 
shots when they are open.”

Something shooters 
struggle with a lot is confi-
dence, and Disterhoft does 
not appear to be lacking in 
that at the moment.  

Her ability to consistent-
ly make 3-point shots on-
ly enhances her offensive 
game even more, because 
now defenders have to re-
spect her shooting ability 
and play her close.  

This will allow Disterhoft 
more opportunities to shot 
fake and blow by her defend-
ers and do what she loves 
most — attack the rim.

Disterhoft is not the only 
starter to recently improve 
her offensive game.

Bre Cera can be ‘Ga-
mechanger’ 

In the game versus North-

ern Iowa, starting freshman 
guard Bre Cera went 3-of-4 
on field goals with 7 points.  

She was able to consis-
tently hit open jump shots 
when other players drove 
and kicked the ball out to 
her.  This has been some-
thing she has struggled with 
so far this season, which has 
allowed for defenders to sag 
off of her and clog the paint.

Iowa head coach Lisa 
Bluder made it clear and 
simple when she said, 
“You’re harder to guard 
when everybody’s a weapon. 
Definitely having [Cera] as 
an offensive weapon makes 
us a better team.”

If Cera is able to make 
open jumpers, her defender 
will have to respect her shot, 
which will mean more room 
in the paint for sophomore 
Megan Gustafson to work, 
which is pivotal because Io-
wa’s offense makes or breaks 
on the play of Gustafson.

If Gustafson is not able 
to perform to her potential, 
and there will be games this 
happens, the bench must be 
there to pick up the slack 
and as of recently it has.
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BY JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

So Iowa drew Florida for 
the Outback Bowl.

The Hawkeyes rarely 
spend a lot of time playing 
SEC teams, so it will certain-
ly be a nice change of pace. 
Anyways Florida isn’t an 
exactly an unknown team to 
most people who pay even a 
little attention to college foot-
ball, but all the same, here’s a 
couple things to know about 
the Gators.

Head coach: Jim McElwain 
(2nd year at Florida, 18-8)

For 26 years, McElwain 
bounced around as an as-
sistant coach.

His career started with 
Eastern Washington, a Foot-
ball Championship Series 
school, where he played 
quarterback from 1980-83. 
After a year spent as a grad-
uate assistant, he spent the 
next seven years as the quar-
terbacks and wide-receiver 
coach at the school.

McElwain spent some time 
at Montana State before 
landing his first Division-1 
job at Louisville in 2000. 
That led to a two-year stint 
at Michigan State, where he 
coached wide receivers and 
special teams.

After a year spent in the 

NFL with the Oakland Raid-
ers as a quarterback coach 
and another season spent as 
the offensive coordinator at 
Fresno State, Alabama head 
coach Nick Saban came call-
ing. In his second year (the 
2009 season), he won a na-
tional championship.

Two years later, McElwain 
won another. In 2012, he fi-
nally got a chance to coach 
a team — Colorado State. 
Three seasons later, he had 
won 10 games and was one 
of the hottest names on the 

coaching market.
Last season, he took over 

a Florida program desper-
ate for someone to return it 
to its former glory. He won 
10 games behind a fairly 
good defense, but the Gators 
didn’t show up in a 41-7 beat-
ing at the hands of Michigan 
in the Citrus Bowl.

He’ll enter the Outback 
Bowl 8-4 and in need of a win. 
Two bowl losses in a row don’t 
look real great for a team that 
expects to contend on a regu-
lar basis for a national title.

What do they do well? Pretty 
simple — defense

Florida gives up fewer 
than 300 yards per game.

Iowa is 1-4 in games 
this season in which it did 
not get to 300 yards of of-
fense. This will be a bat-
tle, and defense seems as 
though it will be import-
ant in this game. Florida’s 
strong defense is a philos-
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Sizing up Florida for bowl

Florida head coach Jim McElwain looks over plays during the first half of the SEC championship game between Alabama 
and Florida on Dec. 3 in Atlanta. Iowa will face Florida in the Outback Bowl on Jan. 2. (Associated Press/Butch Dill)

Hoops set 
for familiar 
foe

Iowa guard Isaiah Moss shoots against Stetson in Carver-Hawkeye on Monday. Moss scored a career-high 21 points. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)

SEE MEN’S, 8

Hawkeyes snap 
four-game slide

BY MICHAEL MCCURDY
michael-p-mccurdy@uiowa.edu

The Iowa women’s basketball team sits at 
6-3, most recently defeating Northern Iowa by 
a whopping 49 points.  Next on 
the schedule is also a familiar in-
state foe, Iowa State.  

Recently, the Hawkeyes seem 
to be clicking on all cylinders 
with close losses to top-10 teams 
UCLA and Notre Dame and two 
blowout wins against UNI and 
James Madison.  Iowa has been 
gaining a swagger these last four 
games, and it all started with the 
play of senior Ally Disterhoft.

Make it rain, Ally
Iowa senior Ally Disterhoft is not exactly best 

known for her ability to be a 3-point sharpshoot-
er.  She is more comfortable attacking the bas-
ket, finishing strong at the rim, and getting out 
in transition. 

But these last four games are really starting 
to make fans question whether Disterhoft has 
now become the complete offensive package.

Disterhoft is 11-of-15 from 3-point range in 
these last four games, the most impressive stat 
line this year for the Hawkeyes.

“I have been doing a better job of not sec-

By ADAM HENSLEY | adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

The Hawkeyes returned to their winning ways Mon-
day night by defeating Stetson, 95-68, snapping a four-
game losing streak. 

Isaiah Moss and Cordell Pemsl churned out career nights 
in the victory. 

“A night like this, I just try to come out and do whatever I 
can to help the team,” Moss said.

Both tied for a game-high in points with 21, career-best 
for each.

Moss did his damage on the fast break and from beyond 
the 3-point arc. The redshirt freshman ran the court early 
and often, as Iowa was able to capitalize on turnovers and 
find him in transition. 

“I think he’s got a better understanding of what he 

needs to do,” head coach Fran McCaffery said. “I thought 
he had great decision-making skills tonight: when to go, 
when not to go, when to shoot, when not to shoot. He 
played with great confidence.”

Moss, who played 32 minutes, knocked down 5 tri-
ples, a career high. He also recorded career bests in 
rebounds (6) and steals (2).

It seemed as though Pemsl could not miss from down low. 
Capitalizing on an obvious size advantage, Pemsl scored 

the majority of his points while camped in the lane, drawing 
numerous fouls while hitting his shots.

High-percentage shots are the name of his game.
“I’ve just been taking shots I know I can make,” Pemsl 

said. “I’ve been working on sealing and getting good posi-

SEE FOOTBALL, 8

Disterhoft
senior

WHO REALLY BELONGS?
SEE PAGE 7
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