
By ADDISON MARTIN
addison-martin@uiowa.edu

Strong Girls, an after-school pro-
gram and integrated study, is a project 
whose inspiration lies close to home 
for its creators. 

Associate Professor Renita Schmidt 
and Associate Dean Amanda Thein 
of the University of Iowa College of 
Education started the program for 
fourth- through sixth-graders in the 
fall of 2014. 

Schmidt said the idea for the project, 
which teaches young girls to be strong 
and courageous through characters in lit-
erature, was triggered by the tragic death 
of a colleague of hers and Thein's, a wom-
an killed by a man she 
met through the internet.

The shock from the 
death of someone they 
saw as a strong woman, 
in addition with their love 
of literature, sparked the 
creation of Strong Girls. 

“We both feel like books 
sort of made us who we 
are,” Schmidt said. “I was 
raised in a really small 
community; there was no library in my 
town … there weren’t a lot of books that 
had strong girls in them.” 

The lack of strong girls in common 
literature was a reason Schmidt and 
Thein felt they needed to start the 
group. The group highlights books that 
have a female lead who could teach 
young girls important life lessons. 

UI Ph.D. student Laura Szech got in-
volved through Schmidt and now is writ-
ing an in-depth paper about her experienc-
es, which she said are always very positive. 

“One of my favorite things is when the 
girls see us, they come running and give 
us hugs before they can even get into the 
classroom,” Szech said. 

She said the girls not only discuss 
issues of binary gender but also have 
aspects of the LGBTQ+ community 
and gender queer or homosexual char-
acters in their books. 

“In one of our books one of the boys 
was gay, and one of the girls said she 
thought it was inappropriate for kids to 
read books with gay kids in them, and 
another girl disagreed and said ‘I think 
it’s really important because gay kids 
need to see themselves in books just like 
you and me,’ ” Szech said.

These little moments of maturity 
and positivity, Szech said, are always 
amazing to her. 

UI graduate student Blair Brown, an-
other Strong Girls volunteer, said the im-
provements she sees from week to week 
are part of what makes her Friday after-
noons with Strong Girls so enjoyable. 

“What they think makes a strong girl 
during our first meeting can be totally 
different by the end, and that, to me, is 
progress … The word ‘strong’ begins to 
take different meanings by the end of 
the semester,” Brown said. 

She noted that it is a joy to spend time 
with the girls.  

“It’s a supportive environment and 
serves as a safe haven at the end of 
the week,” she said. “What better way 
to kick off a weekend than spending 
time with a room full of smart, brave, 
silly, strong girls? I leave every Friday 
feeling proud to be a woman with this 
opportunity, and I hope the girls leave 
feeling the same way.” 

By NAOMI HOFFERBER
naomi-hofferber@uiowa.edu

With the study requirements 
placed on student-athletes, the Uni-
versity of Iowa provides a unique 
center for athletes to do homework, 
get tutoring, and be fed.

Within the next few years, the 
Gerdin Athletics Learning Center 
will be the recipient of several ren-
ovations. The current estimate for 
the work is $6.3 million.

“Our student-athletes’ study 
needs have changed throughout 
the years,” said Elizabeth Tovar, 
the associate athletics director for 
academic services. “There’s an in-
creased need for technology in our 
facility. What we’re trying to do is 
just make sure we are up to date 
with the rest of the campus.”

Renovations will include the cre-
ation of more study rooms, tutoring 
rooms, lounge spaces, and “refueling” 
stations, at which athletes have ac-
cess to healthy snacks. The third floor 
of the study center will also be com-

pleted. The state Board of Regents 
approved the project in February. 

“The goal is to improve the space 

and improve the experience for stu-
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A few UI students début their first performances in drag.

Encouraging 
strength in 
young girls

SEE RENOVATIONS, 2

Gerdin Center to get facelift

The Gerdin Athletics Learning Center is seen on Sunday. The center offers a refueling station and provides a quiet 
learning environment for student-athletes. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)

Schmidt
associate professor

By BRETT SHAW | brett-e-shaw@uiowa.edu

Putting on heels, hair, and makeup to appear as 
a convincing woman is something that many 
females don’t think twice about. However, for 

some men, this becomes an intricate art form celebrat-
ed by the LGBTQ community. 

Students at the University of Iowa have been given nu-
merous opportunities to explore this art form because the 
community has provided stages for amateur drag performers.

One event on Dec. 2 was the annual Mirage in the 
IMU, which featured an amateur drag queen and king 
competition. UI students who have limited experience 
with drag took the stage and lip-synched for the crown.

The winner of the Mirage competition, whose drag 
name is “Queen Fantasia Wood,” stunned the audience 
with her stunt-filled performance of a Kim Possible/

That So Raven theme song mash-up. Wood said she has 
done drag for four months and was inspired after her 
frequent visits to shows at local alternative bar Studio 
13, 13 S. Linn St. 

“I think that [drag] is important in terms of being 
able to show the diversity of gender and being able to 
exist outside of the binary,” Wood said. “They are also 
a good way to bring the community together, because 
drag queens often attract the crowds to gay bars.”

Another event that occurs more frequently in Iowa 
City is Studio 13’s Drag U program, which takes place 
each Wednesday when in season. The program prepares 
men for their first-ever drag performances with the 
mentoring of resident queens. The most recent perfor-
mance featured UI student Joe Reed.

SEE MIRAGE, 2

The Queen Fantasia Wood performs during the amateur drag competition in the IMU on Dec. 2. (The Daily Iowan/Osama Khalid)
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Faculty in the University of 
Iowa College of Education 
have worked with young 
girls to inspire strength 
and leadership through 
literature in Strong Girls, a 
full of positivity inspired by 
a tragedy. 

The facility will receive $6.3 million in renovations in the years to come.



Iowa City resident Tyler and his dog Piper sit on a bench outside of Nodo on Dec. 3. Tyler has a love for animals and throughout his life has rescued several dogs 
that have been abandoned and beaten by their previous owners. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)
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To prepare for his perfor-
mance, he first had to get his 
wardrobe together, learn 
how to walk in heels, 
practice his dance num-
ber, and even go bra shop-
ping so he could trans-
form into “Josephine.”

A large appeal of per-
forming drag is the confi-
dence and power that it in-
stills in those who perform.  

“If I looked at myself 
four years ago, I nev-
er ever thought I would 
have done this,” Reed 
said. “When all of your 
friends are standing 
there and cheering for 
you, it makes you feel 
like a star.”

He hopes to continue 
performing drag in the 
future because of how 
much he enjoyed the 
experience. Some drag 
queens turn their art 
into a career, including 
Myling Belle, the show 
director at Studio 13 and 
Drag U originator.  

“Every time you step 
out there on stage and 
you get that overwhelm-
ing response of people 
singing along with you 
or are mesmerized with 
your outfits or hair, 
that’s what truly makes 
me happy,” Belle said. 

Belle said becoming a 

professional drag queen 
requires an extreme 
amount of practice and 
commitment to perfect 
the artistic illusion; she 
had her start as a first-
time drag performer in 
an office charity show.

“I always am looking 
forward to new talent 
and how I can help as 
a queen who has been 
doing this for a while,” 
Belle said. “The best 
thing we can do is to 
nurture the new talent 
and help them become 
better queens.”

Impersonating gen-
ders for entertainment 
has been around for ma-
ny years and has gone 
through many transfor-
mations to what drag is 
today. Jill Davis, a UI 
visiting assistant profes-
sor of gender, women’s 
and sexuality studies 
and drag-king performer, 
has thoroughly studied 
the anthropology of drag 
performance.

She said drag can be 
traced to many differ-
ent origins, but modern 
drag associated with 

the LGBTQ community 
can be found in variety 
shows at the turn of the 
20th century. Female 
and male impersonators 
performed in taverns not 
associated with any par-
ticular sexuality. 

“People started to co-
alesce around public 
spaces, organize around 
same-sex sexual behavior,” 
Davis said. “Ideas of sexu-
ality and gender were re-
ally closely linked, so these 
spaces became associated 
with the performance of 
female impersonators.”

dent-athletes,” said Ste-
ven Roe, the director of 
athletic communications.

The center hasn’t been 
updated since it was built, 
in 2003, and the renova-
tions will be funded by 
the Athletics Department 
budget and gifts.

“There’s not a specific 
time-frame [for the ren-
ovations] right now; we 
are still in the planning 
stages,” Tovar said.

Student-athletes are 
required to clock in a 
certain number of study 
hours each week, depend-
ing on their GPA, the 
team GPA, and year in 
school. UI freshman and 
rower Claire Rutherford 
said she is required to 

clock in four hours in her 
week studying at Gerdin.

“It gets a lot busier at 
night, when people are 
done with practice, but if 
you go during the day or 
in the afternoon, it can 
be like almost no one is 
there,” she said.

The center is open to 
students Sunday through 
Friday, until 10 p.m. on 
all days but Friday.

“I don’t think it neces-

sarily needs the renova-
tions, but I think it would 
help it a lot and it would 
be a lot more enjoyable 
for the student-athletes,” 
Rutherford said. “Mak-
ing it a better environ-
ment for studying I think 
would help.”

Rutherford said she be-
lieves the center needs 
more outlets for phone and 
laptop chargers and more 
private study spaces.

Hugh Jindapants strips to Right Said Fred’s “I’m Too Sexy” during the Mirage in the IMU on Dec. 2. (The Daily 
Iowan/Osama Khalid)
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Iowa City seeks artists for public installation
By MOLLY HUNTER
molly-hunter@uiowa.edu

The Iowa City Public 
Art Committee has issued 
a call for applicants who 
would like to design a new 
public-art installation.

The request for qualifi-
cations calls for an “inter-
active, multi-sensory pub-
lic-art installation rooted 
in STEAM concepts.” 
(STEAM stands for sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing, arts, and math).

The piece will be located 
at the Robert A. Lee Recre-
ation Center, 220 S. Gilbert 
St., in front of the Gilbert 
Street entrance. It must be 
completed by June 15, 2017.

“I think that the call for 
proposals is, in the specific 
request to have a piece that 

is interactive, encourages 
a kind of artistic inquiry 
that is at the forefront at 
a number of new artists’ 
practices,” said Steve Mc-
Guire, a University of Iowa 
professor of art.

Otherwise, panel mem-
bers left the request 
open-ended on purpose.

“We didn’t want to pi-
geonhole anything, be-
cause I think there are all 
kinds of options,” city pub-
lic-art coordinator Marcia 
Bollinger said.

McGuire said a moving 
piece could work well in 
the space.

“The first thing that 
comes to mind, because of 
the number of people who 
come through the space, 
is something that’s mo-
tion-activated,” he said.

Bollinger said the in-
stallation’s proximity to 
professional offices means 
noise will be an important 
design factor. Hani Elkadi, 
a former University of Io-
wa professor, also acknowl-
edged that concern.

“Most interactive works 
cause noise … Instead of 
making noise, you still lis-
ten to the music by head-
phones,” he said. “Utilizing 
the new tech, it could in-
clude some screens.”

The people to whom 
Bollinger sent the request 
included several UI and 
Kirkwood Community Col-
lege faculty members.

“This is funded through 
the public-art program, 
[but] that does not mean 
that just artists may apply 
… this is a little broad-

er than just being arts,” 
Bollinger said. “We’ve got 
the science, technology, en-
gineering, arts, and math 
that are all part of STEAM. 
So we’ve even sent the re-
quest out to the school of 
engineers at Iowa.”

McGuire was one of the 
UI professors to receive the 
request. While he will not 
apply for the project, he 
said, many of his graduate 
students and colleagues 
have expressed interest.

“It uses a skill set that 
is applicable to a diverse 
group of people,” he said. 
“It might be an engineer 
who’s involved, might be 
an artist, [and] it might be 
a team of people, because 
more often than not, art-
work that is interactive 
requires a variety of skill 

sets, and sometimes those 
skill sets are best accom-
plished as a team.”

Elkadi and some of his 
high-school students cre-
ated the mural that exists 
at the Robert A. Lee Rec-
reation Center in 1995. 
Because of his part in 
making the center’s mural, 
Bollinger reached out to 
Elkadi while the request 
was developed.

“I’m so obliged to [Mar-
cia] because she could have 
demolished [the mural] 
without even telling me, 
but she wanted me to know 
the steps and why they are 
doing this,” Elkadi said.

Because of a recent in-
jury, he will not apply for 
the project.

Over the course of sever-
al years, Elkadi helped cre-

ate 26 murals in Iowa City. 
He said his best experienc-
es occurred working with 
young people.

“They can come up with 
some ideas that are really, 
really beautiful,” he said.

While Elkadi acknowl-
edged engineering expe-
rience will be required to 
build the art installation, he 
strongly encouraged young 
people who are not well-
known as artists to apply.

The proposals must be 
submitted by 5 p.m. Dec. 
23. Staff members will 
then conduct a preliminary 
review of the applications. 
During the review, they 
will choose one applicant 
or several applicants for 
the Public Art Advisory 
Committee’s consideration 
at its Jan. 5, 2017 meeting.

Snow-emergency rules 
for Iowa City

In cases involving extreme snow 
and icy conditions, the city of Iowa City 
may declare a snow emergency. When 
possible, emergencies are announced 
the day before they go into effect. Snow 
emergencies announced after 8 p.m. 
begin at 8 a.m. the following day. Emer-
gencies typically last 48 hours, though 
these hours may be extended.

In the case of a snow emergency, 
vehicles should be removed from 
snowplow routes so streets can be cleared 
quickly. Vehicles presenting an obstacle 
for snowplows may be fined or towed 
and impounded. There will be no warning 
tickets. Before the vehicle is released to the 
owner, all charges must be paid, which can 
be upwards of $200. In addition, fines are 
$50 for each infraction. 

From the announcement of a snow 
emergency, community members have four 
hours to move their vehicles before towing 

begins. There is a transition time from mid-
night to 8 a.m. between the first and second 
day of a snow emergency. Second-day 
enforcement of the snow emergency does 
not begin until the transition period ends.

Where possible, vehicles should be 
moved to off-street parking spots during 
a snow emergency. Free overnight 
parking in city-owned ramps and lots 
will be provided by the city while snow 
emergencies are in effect. However, vehi-
cles must be gone before 7 a.m. to avoid 
normal parking fees. A map of parking 
ramps in Iowa City is available online at 
www.icgov.org/parkingmeters.

During snow emergencies, most areas 
allow street parking on an alternating 
schedule. While parking is normally al-
lowed on both sides of two-way streets, 
people should be prepared to park on 
the side with even-numbered addresses 
on dates with even-numbers and on the 
odd-numbered side on odd dates.

On one-way streets, parking is only ever 
allowed on the side where it is normally 

permitted. During a snow emergency, if 
the permitted side has even-numbered 
addresses, parking is allowed there on even 
dates. If the permitted side has odd address-
es, parking is only allowed on odd dates.

In some areas, normal parking regula-
tions will apply during a snow emergency. 
There, parking will not be restricted. Such 
areas include metered parking spaces and 
loading zones, as well as the Downtown 
Central Business District, which is bordered 
by Iowa Avenue and Gilbert, Burlington, 
and Capitol Streets.

Community members should note other 
posted parking regulations remain in effect 
at all times.

Students who usually park on the 
street should make alternate arrange-
ments if they plan to leave town without 
their vehicle during winter break.

More information about snow emer-
gencies may be found online at www.
icgov.org/snow.

— by Molly Hunter
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Reliving a stressful 
world event

An often-overlooked 
component of journalism 
is the psychological toll 
it can have on the people 
writing the news. When 
one thinks of jobs where 
one would run the risk of 
“bringing the work home 
with you,” journalism is 
often not one of the occu-
pations that immediately 
come to mind. 

Doctors, police officers, 
EMT first responders, and 
the like are professions 
that would not be difficult 
to associate with consider-
able mental and emotional 
strain as a direct byprod-
uct of the work performed. 

There is a level of first-
hand experienced trauma 
that is more apparent 
when examining the man-
ner in which we engage 
with the work we must 
perform for society, but 
that does not make the 
second trauma that accu-
mulates from simply read-
ing the news on a regular 
basis any less legitimate. 

The criticisms extend-
ed toward millennials 
and the perceived apathy 
they supposedly have to-
wards the world’s affairs 
is very much a byproduct 
of this same mentality. It 
is no difficult task to rec-
oncile the difficulties of 
living within a world rav-
aged by generations that 
came before while simul-
taneously trying to make 
a place for oneself in it. 
It would seem our inheri-
tance is fixing a world we 
didn’t break, and some 
of us have this respon-
sibility coupled with the 
additional task of ingest-
ing harmful information 
on a daily basis with the 
intent of dissemination 
in the least problematic 
manner, even if we must 
pay the price ourselves.   

It is no secret that the 
world is in shambles, 

and the precarious situ-
ation we have now found 
ourselves in is entirely 
self-inflicted. However, 
most people can move 
through the world with 
the luxury of being able to 
turn off or at the very least 
reduce their exposure to 
the reality of how horrible 
the world is. News report-
ers and journalists do not 
have that luxury. The crux 
of their occupation is di-
gesting the best and worst 
of the world’s current 
events and regurgitating 
it into the mouths of the 
general public much like a 
mother baby bird feeding 
its babies. 

It is important to ac-
knowledge that this is 
not a sterile exchange of 
information. The news 
shapes the reporter just 
as much as the reporter 
can shape the news. In 
order to best write on the 
news, one must empa-
thize at some level with 
the subject matter one 
seeks to engage with, and 
that is not always an easy 
task. Save your friendly 
neighborhood sociopath, 
the majority of us have 
a baseline for how much 
negative stimulus they 
can take in themselves 
and still be able to func-
tion in a healthy and pro-
ductive matter. 

To be a consistent and 
successful journalist often 
times demands one to ex-
ceed that baseline for the 
sake of work, and there is 
danger to this. In order to 
give the coverage a sub-
ject may deserve requires 
an emotional investment 
that doesn’t end when the 
article is submitted to an 
editor. Even at the level of 
a college publication, the 
strain is just as appar-
ent if not more so given 
that as a college student 
the stories we are cover-
ing will more than likely 
drastically affect the out-
comes of our future. 

We are not simply cov-
ering the news. We are 
living it, but with the ad-
ditional burden of trying 
to dissect and analyze 
the madness surrounding 
in such a way that may 
prove beneficial and infor-
mative to those around us.

By REBECCA FERNANDEZ
rebecca-fernandez@uiowa.edu

On Nov. 30, comedian Mo Amer 
boarded his flight to Scotland and 
made his way over to his seat only 
to find the place beside him occupied 
by Eric Trump, son of President-elect 
Donald Trump. Amer jokingly as-
sured his Facebook friends, “I will be 
asking him a lot of questions on this 
trip to Glasgow, Scotland” after post-
ing a selfie of him with Eric Trump 
partially captioned, “Good news guys 
Muslims will not have to check in 
and get IDs.”

In an interview with BuzzFeed, 
Amer claims that Eric Trump waved 
away the much-discussed idea of a 
Muslim registry, telling him, “You 
can’t believe everything you read. 
Do you really think we’re going to do 
that?” Though Trump junior may not 
be getting his embossed silk boxers 
in a twist about the idea of a system 
that tracks the actions of potential 
“terrorists” (read: Muslims), it is 
doubtful his breezy response was 
any comfort to Amer or any other 
Muslim Americans who read about 
the interaction. The threats of Mus-
lim registries, mandatory identifica-
tion, and increased detention are not 
treated as a joke. Activists note sim-
ilarities to the deplorable treatment 
of Japanese Americans before their 
internment during World War II. 

Trump’s Cabinet picks have thus 
far consisted of several conservative 
billionaires, many among them proud 
white supremacists, which has raised 
plenty of eyebrows. As we anticipate 
drastic domestic-policy reforms un-
der Donald Trump, many are scram-

bling to secure what may be lost un-
der the coming administration. 

People such as Sen. Jeff Sessions, 
R-Ala., Donald Trump’s hardline 
anti-immigration pick for attorney 
general, are likely to sign off on the 
use of powerful technology to help 
crack down on minorities and im-
migrants. The onus now falls on 
social-media platforms, which ser-
vice millions of users, to protect our 
data and even to destroy vulnerable 
information that could put Muslim 
Americans and other minority and 
immigrant groups at risk of tracing 
by invasive technology. 

Sam Biddle of The Intercept 
reached out Dec. 2 to nine promi-
nent tech companies, asking them, 
“Would [name of company], if solic-
ited by the Trump administration, 
sell any goods, services, information, 
or consulting of any kind to help 
facilitate the creation of a national 
Muslim registry, a project which has 
been floated tentatively by the presi-
dent-elect’s transition team?” 

Only Twitter responded with a 
solid “no,” linking to its company 
policy against the use of data for 
surveillance purposes. Facebook, 
Google, Apple, IBM, Booz Allen 
Hamilton, SRA International, and 
CGI had no straightforward re-
sponse to offer, though that isn’t 
proof of their intentions, either. 

Still, evidence of the increased 
use of social-media-surveillance 
software should not be ignored. The 
ACLU of California worked with 
local activists in Fresno last year 
to reveal that its police used a Me-
diaSonar social-media-surveillance 
tool that monitored hashtags such 

as #BlackLivesMatter, #DontShoot, 
and #PoliceBrutality, citing their 
aim as identifying “threats to public 
safety.” After they requested records 
from 63 police departments across 
California alone, the ACLU report-
ed that 20 have recently acquired 
social-network-surveillance tools, 
though there has been no apparent 
legal recourse, community discus-
sions, or public knowledge regarding 
this new approach. 

Social-media-surveillance tools 
such as MediaSonar, Geofeedia, and 
X1 Social Discovery are already in 
use, designating activists groups 
such as Black Lives Matter as 
threats or terrorist groups while they 
receive funding from known white 
supremacists and suspected KKK 
affiliates. Geofeedia has categorized 
unions and activists groups as “Overt 
Threats.” The potential for increased 
surveillance if a platform were to sell 
its information would be tremendous.

While Eric Trump flies first class 
from golf course to golf course, 
swathed in lavender cashmere and 
urging us not to believe everything 
we read, people hashtagging soli-
darity with activist movements are 
identified by police as terrorists, 
gang bangers, and threats to his 
fathers’ looming neo-fascist regime 
— so yeah, I really think they’re 
“going to do that,” or at least try.

There should be no reasonable 
doubt whether Trump senior and his 
cronies have every intention to use 
any and all technology to help im-
plement and enforce their draconian 
laws targeting minority groups. So-
cial-media platforms have 45 days to 
decide whether they will be complicit.

Social media as Big Brother

By VIVIAN MEDITHI
vivian.j.medithi@gmail.com

In this photo taken Nov. 17, 2016, Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., accompanied by Trump campaign manager Kellyanne Conway, speaks to media in the Trump Tower in New York 
on Nov. 17. President-elect Donald Trump has picked Sessions for the job of attorney general. (Associated Press /Carolyn Kaster)

COLUMN

Art, context, message, in a messy world

On Nov. 30, I saw the film Offi-
cer Downe at FilmScene, a mov-
ie about a cop in a futuristic Los 
Angeles dystopia who is repeat-
edly sent on suicide missions by 
the LAPD and then resurrected, 
rinse and repeat ad infinitum. 
After the film, there was a Q&A 
with director Michael Crahan. 

When asked about the political 
message of shooting a film fraught 
with justified, over-the-top police 
violence, Crahan shrugged it off, 
arguing that art is art and wryly 
noting that he invariably gets this 
question at every Q&A. I respect 
Crahan’s artistic perspective, but 
have always felt that art is inextri-
cably bound to the time and place in 
which it was made, including poli-
tics and history. Artists are products 
of their environments and upbring-
ings, and in order to fully appreciate 
their work, we need an understand-
ing of who they are as an artist.

Consider Frida Kahlo, a Mexican 
painter best known for her vibrant 
self-portraits. Kahlo’s work is rooted 

firmly in her identity, both as an in-
dividual and on a cultural level. To 
this end, Kahlo was very particular 
about how she depicted herself in 
her work, and a full understanding 
of her oeuvre requires knowledge 
both of Kahlo’s life story and Mex-
ican history. As a teenager, Kahlo 
was in a bus accident that left her 
right leg fractured in 11 places and 
thus took to wearing longer dresses 
to hide her lower half.

Later in life, her disability syn-
thesized with Kahlo’s feminist and 
post-colonial politics into a love for 
Tehuana dresses. Tehuana dresses 
come from the Isthmus of Tehuan-
tepec and were allegedly worn by 
women of matriarchal societies in 
the region. In post-revolution Mex-
ico, Tehuana dresses became repre-
sentative of traditional Mexican cul-
ture and thus allowed Kahlo a way 
to incorporate her heritage into her 
everyday wear and her art. 

Without knowing the history of 
the Tehuana dress, a casual observ-
er of a Kahlo self-portrait would be 
blind to crucial themes in her paint-
ings, missing out on deeper nuances. 
And while Kahlo didn’t always paint 
herself wearing a Tehuana dress, 
she never shied away from depic-
tions of her disability, both represen-
tational and metaphorical.

While artists such as Kahlo explic-
itly tie their art to time, place, and 
creator, artists who work in more 
surreal or fantastic genres may see 
their art as somehow independent of 

the context in which it was created. 
Yet, even our wildest imaginations 
are grounded in how we perceive 
and feel about the world around us. 
Art, at its best, is not merely repre-
sentational or aesthetically pleasing 
but emotionally resonant. This emo-
tional resonance means that all art 
has a message, whether explicit or 
implicit. This message can be par-
ticularly political, as in the work of 
Kahlo and scores of artist-activists, 
from Barbara Kruger to Kara Walk-
er, or apolitical entirely, meditating 
on the human condition and emo-
tions. Yet even this latter category is 
rooted in a political context.

Take a hypothetical painting of 
two lovers sitting on the bank of a 
river. The way the river and envi-
ronment are depicted will depend 
on the artist’s location and the flora 
and fauna he or she knows about, 
even if the setting is completely fic-
titious, existing only in the mind of 
the artist. The clothes the figures 
wear will be influenced by the art-
ist’s views on both contemporary 
and historical fashion, as well as 
what the artist wishes to convey 
about the figures. You could mental-
ly extrapolate numerous other ex-
amples, but the bottom line is that 
art is always rooted in context. And 
that means that making a movie 
about a cop, even one set in a sci-
fi dystopia that functions as a fun-
house mirror reflection of Los Ange-
les, is not just an artistic statement 
but a political one, too.

COLUMN

By MARCUS BROWN
marcus-brown@uiowa.edu
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Wednesday’s semi-finalist:  Matthew Vandergrift
Thursday’s semi-finalist:  Brandi Bendixen

By ISABELLA SENNO
isabella-senno@uiowa.edu

The weather outside is frightful, but 
biking can still be delightful. 

Winter cycling can often seem daunt-
ing, but biking can remain a comfort-
able and enjoyable activity year-round. 
The main issues that cyclists need to 
watch out for are low temperatures, 
road conditions, and rider visibility. 

“Top tip No. 1 is don’t stop just be-
cause it gets cold,” said Michael Cham-
berlain, owner of The Broken Spoke. 
“Stick with it because depending on 
how you are dressed, you will tell if you 
are underdressed or overdressed, and 
then you can accommodate your cloth-
ing for future temperature ranges.”

Cyclists should judge not only the 
weather and road conditions but al-
so their own riding ability when suit-
ing up. Anne Duggan, the president of 
Think Bicycles of Johnson County, said 
riders should dress so that they are a 
little bit cool when they first go outside. 

“Layers, lots of layers, because when 
you first get outside, you’ll be pretty cold, 
but once you start getting more body 
heat, you’ll likely want to take off some 
layers,” University of Iowa freshman 
Libby Chelsvig said. “I typically wear a 
pair of leggings, then a pair of bike leg-
gings on top, and then I wear a thermal 
top, then a sweatshirt and a coat on top.”

Any snowfall can be followed by an 
accumulation of debris, slush and com-
pacted bits of ice and snow in the bike 

lanes on the side of roads. 
“Fenders work wonders and are pret-

ty much a necessity to keep all of the 
winter slush and muck and snow off of 
both you and your bicycle,” Chamber-
lain said. “The bike is the biggest bene-
factor because it protects the internal 
frame and components from getting 
corroded, and the rider benefits from it 
because it keeps all that from getting 
thrown onto your back.”

Road conditions can vary in the win-
ter because of this collected debris, as 
well as sand and salt being thrown 
down. Cyclists should ride with caution 
and more slowly than they would if the 
roads were clear. 

“I typically don’t go as fast, especial-
ly down hills and corners, and I put my 
feet down to skid more,” Chelsvig said. 
“I like to wear shoes that have a good 
traction, because then if I’m going too 
fast I can just put my foot down and 
stop a lot easier.”

It can also be more difficult for win-
ter cyclists to be visible to others, be-
cause of less daylight, glare from snow, 
and inclement weather. Duggan rec-
ommended that cyclists wear brighter 
colors and add lights to their bikes in 
order to increase their visibility. 

“Have a daytime running headlight 
when it’s glaring and have it on flash 
so motorists are more likely to see it,” 
Chamberlain said. “If you have good 
lights, that’s going to be the best thing 
over any kind of reflective material, 
but anything helps.”

Winter biking can be tricky, but with these tips from experienced 
cyclists, people can keep sailing along comfortably and safely well 
into the colder months. 

Winter can’t stop cycling around Iowa City 

METRO BRIEF
Man accused of 
armed robbery

Authorities have 
accused a Columbus Junc-
tion, Iowa, man of robbing 
a woman at gunpoint early 
Sunday morning.

Iowa City police have 
charged Antonio Agu-
ilar,  22, with first- de-
gree robbery, second-de-
gree kidnapping, OWI, 
and driving while his 

license was barred.
According to the arrest 

affidavit on Dec. 4, at 
around 5:30 a.m., Aguilar 
and the woman were 
riding in the rear seats of 
a 2009 chevrolet Malibu. 
Suddenly Aguilar pulled 
a black firearm on the 
victim and demanded she 
give him all her money.

The woman complied, 
giving Aguilar all the 
money in her pockets 

[$22.00]. Aguilar then 
told the driver to lock 
the car doors and told 
the victim to remove 
her shirt. Police said he 
intended to assault her. 

The woman refused 
and managed to escape 
by opening the door and 
jumping out of the mov-
ing vehicle. She received 
abrasions and bruises.

The woman later 
identified the vehicle 

and Aguilar to the po-
lice. Officers searched 
Aguilar and reportedly 
found the woman’s 
money and ID. They also 
allegedly found the fire-
arm he used; it turned 
out to be an Airsoft gun.

First- degree robber y 
and second- degree 
kidnapping are both 
Class-B felonies.

— by Wylliam Smith

Anne Duggan speaks on winter biking safety at the Johnson County Administration Building on Nov. 9. Duggan is the president of Think 
Bicycles of Johnson County, as well as Mild-Mannered Bike Haven. (The Daily Iowan/Olivia Sun) 
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ACROSS

 1 Twin city of 
Raleigh

 7 Dictionary 
offering: Abbr.

10 The “m” of 
e = mc2

14 Italian cheese

15 Tire filler

16 Give off

17 1988 #1 hit for 
UB40

19 “___ going!”

20 Oak or elm

21 Big feature on a 
donkey

22 Empty ___ 
(parent whose 
children have all 
moved away)

24 1971 hit for 
Marvin Gaye 
subtitled “The 
Ecology”

27 Toy gun pellets

30 Year: Sp.

31 List-ending abbr.

32 Regions

34 “___ Lay Dying”

35 Like some 
textbooks

39 1920s standard 
with the lyric 
“Sugar’s sweet, 
so is she”

43 Woman in “The 
King and I”

44 12, on a 
grandfather clock

45 ___ bin Laden, 
2011 Navy 
SEALs target

46 Salt, chemically

48 Psychic power, 
informally

50 June preceder

51 1986 hit for 
Talking Heads

56 Classical music 
halls

57 Decay

58 Yawn-inducing

62 Gas in 
commercial signs

63 1990 hit that 
samples the bass 
line from Queen/
Bowie’s “Under 
Pressure”

66 1941 film 
“citizen”

67 Complain, 
complain, 
complain

68 Laid down the 
first card

69 Toboggan, e.g.
70 Route displayer 

on a dashboard, 
for short

71 Word with finger 
or America

DOWN
 1 Something 

thrown at a 
bull’s-eye

 2 Pusher’s 
customer

 3 Carnival 
attraction

 4 ___ pants 
(baggy wear)

 5 See 6-Down
 6 With 5-Down, 

present time
 7 Grocery section 

with milk and 
yogurt

 8 German “a”
 9 Crazily fast
10 “Old boys’ 

network” 
meeting places

11 Friendliness
12 Cry to an attack 

dog
13 One cubic meter
18 City between 

Dallas and Austin
23 A pitching ace 

has a low one, in 
brief

25 Like a Monday 
crossword 
puzzle, relatively 
speaking

26 Western plateau
27 See 34-Down

28 ___ Mawr College
29 Observed
33 Left behind
34 With 27-Down, 

foe of the Forty 
Thieves

36 Setting for “The 
King and I”

37 Funny Bombeck
38 June 6, 1944
40 Removing 

surgically
41 New York City 

mayor de Blasio

42 Head: Ger.
47 Barley beard
48 “The Time 

Machine” race
49 “30 Rock” or 

“3rd Rock From 
the Sun”

51 Policy experts
52 Perfect
53 Sierra ___ 

(African country)
54 Bottom-of-the-

bottle stuff
55 Flowed back

59 Word that fills 
both blanks in 
“This ___ is your 
___”

60 Brother of Cain

61 Jekyll’s alter ego

64 Item of apparel 
often worn 
backward

65 Commercial 
lead-in to Pen

PUZZLE BY PETER A. COLLINS

Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/studentcrosswords.
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The risk of a wrong decision is preferable to the 
terror of indecision.   — Maimonides

KRUIprogramming
 • M • O • N • D • A • Y •

MIDNIGHT-1 A.M. GOODE TALK
8-9 A.M. MORNING DRIVE
9-10 A.M. NEWS @ NINE
11-NOON JESSE BABO
NOON-12:15 P.M. NEWS @ NOON
1-2 P.M. THE BLITZ
2-3 P.M. SPORTS SQUAWK 
4-5 P.M. ROUND RIVER RADIO
5-6 P.M. NEWS @ FIVE
6-7 P.M. YEW PINEY MOUNTAIN
7-8 P.M. WHAT’S THAT THEME? 
8-9 P.M. VARIETY SHOW
9-10 P.M. SONGS & STORIES WITH DAVY

DAILYBREAK

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

• BUILD:  How to have a “learning conver-
sation” in the workplace, 10 a.m.,  2520D 
University Capitol Center

• Graduate Student Coffee Hours, noon, 2070-
E University Capitol Center 

• Multicultural Professional Development 
Seminar, Maia Hightower, noon, 2189 Medical 
Education & Research Facility

• Black Student Union De-Stressor 
Week, Study Tables, 6 p.m., Afro-American 
Cultural Center

• Jack Quartet Reading with the Center for 
New Music, 6:30 p.m., Voxman Recital Hall

• University Band/Concert Band, 7:30 p.m., 
Voxman Concert Hall

• Wind Chamber Music Concert, 7:30 p.m.,  
0151 Voxman

Monday, December 5, 2016 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes

DOONESBURY by Garry Trudeau 

DILBERT® by Scott Adams

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley Miller
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): Tell it like it is and do whatever has to be done to 
get it right. Don’t saddle yourself with nonsense that is a waste of time when di-
recting your time and energy more efficiently will lead you to the winner’s circle.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Don’t let emotions and anxiety lead to anger 
and disappointment. Concentrate on what you can do to make your life better. 
Educational pursuits and communicating with people who have something to 
offer should be your priority.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Look for interesting new ways to improve your 
everyday chores, responsibilities, or your job. An energetic approach to what 
really matters to you will help you finish what you start and encourage you to 
start something new.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Let life unfold naturally. Observe what’s going on 
around you until you see situations clearly enough to make a decision that will 
have a positive influence on your life. Too much of anything will be unhealthy.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Examine your motivations for getting involved in 
something before you jump in. If your reasons aren’t true to your beliefs, it 
may be time to change course. Take charge of your life so no one else can. 
Make a commitment to excel.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Networking and socializing are favored as long as 
you don’t make unrealistic promises or expect too much. Learn from what others 
divulge and how they respond, but do your own research. Romance is encouraged. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Get past the discord and family dynamics and 
strive to make plans that will bring you closer to the ones you love. Keeping 
the peace isn’t always easy, but showing how much you care will be a good 
place to begin. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Tell it like it is and move on to your next 
mission. Take the route that suits you best. A decision you make at home will 
increase your desire to learn new things. Don’t worry about what others think.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Make this a day of new beginnings. Start 
from the ground up and make the adjustments that will support the dreams 
you want to create and the goals you want to achieve. Open the door when 
opportunity knocks.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Keep your thoughts and plans simple and finish 
what you start. Seeing things through will be its own reward. Keep your dreams 
alive and your goals in perspective. Try to avoid minor injury and accidents.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Keep a level head regardless of what other 
people do. It’s in your best interest to do what will bring you the most in 
return. An emotional change will help to stabilize your life and your future. 
Opportunity must not be wasted.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Stay on track. Don’t lose sight of the truth and 
what’s transpired in the past. Refuse to take on responsibilities that don’t be-
long to you. There are other ways to help that will bring you far more in return.

Adult Film Available in My Hotel?
 

1. A Boy in a Bush

2. A Night at the Bones Museum

3. Big in the Philippines

4. Double Trouble in the Panhandle

5. Judas on a Pole

6. Soccer Mom in the Mini-Van

7. The Babe in the Bar

8. The Beautiful Day inthe Neigh-
borhood

9. The Blonde in the Game

10. The Bod in the Pod

11. The Bones That Foam

12. The Brother in the Basement

13. The Friend in Need

14. The Fury in the Jury

15. The Girl in Suite 2103

16. The Girl in the Mask

17. The Glowing Bones in the Old 
Stone House

18. The Goop on the Girl

19. The Man with the Bone

20. The Money Maker on the
Merry-Go-Round

 
Andrew R. Juhl gives you the an-
swers: Believe it or not, they’re ALL 

episodes of Bones.



weeks ago, McCaffery hasn’t 
been able to fix it.

Iowa has given up few-
er than 70 points just once 
this season, to Texas-Rio 
Grande Valley. 

On the season, the 
Hawkeyes are giving up 
85 points per game, which 
ranks No. 333 in Division 1. 
There are 347 teams. Total. 
Their strength-of-schedule 
stands at No. 186 right now, 
according to CBS Sports.

See the problem?
Getting Tyler Cook 

healthy will help the situa-
tion. His athleticism on de-
fense is sorely missed, but he 
seems prone to foul trouble.

The fact of the matter is 
that as comfortable as Mc-
Caffery is having a bunch 
of like-bodied guys on the 
offensive side of the court, 
it means the Hawkeyes 
are forced to play a defense 
that he hasn’t coached at 
Iowa in a while.

For the previous four sea-
sons, he had 7-1 center Ad-

am Woodbury posted in the 
paint on defense. Now, he 
doesn’t have a player taller 
than 6-9 on the roster. 

The roster is talented and 
extremely athletic, so it’s 
just a matter of them figur-
ing it out. It can be fixed.

But that needs to happen 
sooner rather than later. 

Losses to Iowa State and 
UNI would beat down a 
fan base that was already 
soured by the Hawkeye’s 
performance last March. 

When Iowa State comes 
to town on Thursday, it 
will mean much more 
than a few points in the 
Cy-Hawk Series.

WOMEN’S
CONTINUED FROM  10
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cent from 3-point range 
against Notre Dame in 
their previous game, the 
Hawkeyes looked like 
a completely different 
team against the Pan-
thers, shooting 68 per-

cent from behind the arc. 
Iowa toyed with the 

Panther defense through-
out the first half, making 
its first four 3-point-
ers. The Hawkeyes held 
Northern Iowa to 19 per-
cent from the field, and 
the Panthers only made 
3 of their 16 3-point at-
tempts in the first half.

Bluder knew going 

into the game that the 
Hawkeyes would need 
to shut down Northern 
Iowa’s high tendency of 
3-point shots.

“That was one of our 
keys. They come in here 
10th best in the country at 
3-pointers taken, 14th best 
in the country at 3-point-
ers made,” Bluder said. “So 
we wanted to get out and 

contest. We said every shot 
has to be contested. Every 
3 has to be contested. So I 
thought they did a really 
good job of doing that.”

Gustafson came alive 
in the second half af-
ter only recording 2 
points in the first half. 
She tallied 8 points and 
grabbed 5 rebounds in 
eight minutes of work in 

the second half. 
“In the first half, my 

shots weren’t falling right 
away, but I really focused 
on rebounding and getting 
my teammates the ball,” 
she said. “Once I got into 
the flow of things, it started 
to get a lot better.”

In the second half, both 
teams turned the ball 
over (13 times for the 

Hawkeyes, 11 for UNI) 
while Iowa’s starters sat 
out the majority of the 
half. Despite the turnover 
margin not being in its fa-
vor, Iowa scored 48 points 
in the second half while 
allowing only 22. 

The Hawkeyes will 
take on Iowa State in 
Carver-Hawkeye at 7 
p.m. Wednesday. 

MEN’S
CONTINUED FROM  10

COLUMN
CONTINUED FROM  10

to assist in the scoring 
department.

Freshman Tyler Cook 
seemed to be the answer, 
but he fractured his fin-
ger in the Emerald Coast 
Classic in Florida. He’s 
out for three weeks.

Two other freshmen, 

Jordan Bohannon and 
Cordell Pemsl, took 
charge against Notre 
Dame when Jok’s shots 
weren’t falling, and the 
duo hasn’t looked back, 
combining for 38 points 
against Omaha — it was 
the second-straight game 
in which each scored at 
least 18. 

Both first-year Hawkeyes 
received the starting nod 
against the Fighting Irish, 

and McCaffery stuck with 
the same starting lineup 
against the Mavericks on 
Dec. 3.

In his first two starts, 
Bohannon has knocked 
down 13 3-pointers, a 
team-high over the past 
two contests. 

The Marion native 
knows that Iowa is ca-
pable of playing defense, 
it’s whether those stingy, 
turnover-inducing defen-

sive stretches span an 
entire game.

“You saw spurts [on de-
fense], like it’s there,” he 
said. “We just need to put 
40 minutes together.”

Aside from Jok, Pemsl, 
and Bohannon, no player 
scored more than 5 points. 
Omaha held Iowa’s bench 
in check, only allowing 9 
points to a unit capable 
of scoring — the bench 
scored 76 points against 

Savannah State.
Tonight against Stet-

son, Iowa’s defense needs 
to lock into place, and 
not just because the 
schedule will continue to 
become tougher.

The Hatters have four 
players averaging dou-
ble-digit scoring, includ-
ing Derick Newton, who 
scores 18.6 a game.

As a team, Stetson av-
erages 78.2 points a game. 

Iowa has given up 85 
points a game.

Bohannon sees two ar-
eas on defense in which Io-
wa needs to improve — en-
ergy and communication.

“We’re all comfortable 
with each other, and we 
all want to win, obvious-
ly, but there are times 
when we get away from 
our principles that coach 
has been preaching since 
Day 1,” he said.
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By JAMES KAY
james-kay-1@uiowa.edu

The Iowa women’s bas-
ketball team decimated 
Northern Iowa, 88-39, in 
Carver-Hawkeye on Sun-
day. It was the largest 
margin of victory against 
Northern Iowa in 22 meet-
ings between the two. 

“I think it was our best 
all-around performance of 
the year as far as just be-
ing able to start the game 
under control,” Iowa head 
coach Lisa Bluder said. “I 
thought we took control 
of the game early, both of-
fensively and defensively. 
That was really nice to 
see. After kind of digging 
ourselves a hole in the last 
couple of games, we were 
able to come out and take 
control. We talked about 
that with our team, and 
I thought they responded 
really well to that.”

Senior Ally Disterhoft led 
the team with 17 points and 
3 assists. She made all four 
of her 3-point attempts and 
moved up to 10th on Iowa’s 
all-time 3-pointers-made list. 

“I think I’ve done a bet-
ter job of not second guess-
ing myself on the release 
and trusting my team-
mates will find me when I 
am open,” she said. “It’s the 
same for me going into ev-

ery single game, and I have 
to get ready to shoot those 
shots when they are open.”

Sophomore Megan Gus-
tafson recorded her fifth 
double-double of the season 
with 12 points and a sea-
son-high 17 rebounds. Iowa 
had seven players score 7 
points or more, while all 
but one player played 10 or 
more minutes.

After shooting 28 per-

We tried to bury the Todd Lickliter era and 
never speak of it again. In fact, I feel bad for 
even bringing it up right now. 

But, as the current Fran McCaffery-led 
Hawkeyes stand at 3-5, we are in territory that 
we haven’t seen since Iowa fans were sleeping 
through 50-45 losses when Lickliter was pa-
trolling (is that word too exciting?) the sideline.

McCaffery has lifted Iowa out of the hole the 
former head basketball coach left it in, but he is 
in danger of slipping up this season.

Iowa fans are all-too fair-weather, and 
four-consecutive nonconference losses 
won’t have people rushing to the gates of 
Carver-Hawkeye Arena. 

Iowa is in a very dangerous situation 
right now.

It gets Stetson tonight, a game in which 
the Hawkeyes are favored. But they showed 
against Omaha how important a betting line is 
when you don’t play any defense.

My point is this — Iowa already has five loss-
es this season, two at home. It didn’t suffer its 
fifth loss until Feb. 11 last year and lost only 
two home games all season.

With a game against a ranked Iowa State 
squad on Thursday and a very good Northern 
Iowa team after that, the Hawkeyes are in dan-
ger of entering the Big Ten slate with seven or 
eight losses.

With all the program has gained in these 
past three seasons (three-consecutive NCAA 
berths, a top-five ranking, getting a top-40 
recruit), it can’t afford to take a step back 
with a 20-loss campaign.

I know, we’re only eight games in and the 
Hawkeyes have lost to potentially four NCAA 
Tournament teams, but there are alarms going 
off all over the place.

The defense is broken. It had been leaking all 
season, really, but since it absolutely burst two 
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Hawkeye women swamp UNI

Northern Iowa guard Mikaela Morgan tries to block Ally Disterhoft in  Carver-Hawkeye on Sunday. The Hawkeyes defeated 
the Panthers, 88-39. (The Daily Iowan/Osama Khalid)

Hawk men 
search for 
defense

Iowa head coach Kirk Ferentz speaks during a press conferencing covering the Hawkeyes’ bowl game on Sunday. The Hawkeyes will play Florida in the Outback Bowl on Jan. 2, 2017, at 
noon on ABC. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress) 

Men’s hoops 
slip-sliding 
away

SEE COLUMN, 8

Hawks excited by 
Outback selection

By ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Hoping to break a four-game losing 
streak, the Hawkeyes (3-5) will host Stet-
son (4-5) at 6 p.m. today in the first-ever 
matchup between the programs.

Fans are growing hungry for this losing 
streak to end, especially after an upset 
loss to Omaha.

The Mavericks beat the Hawkeyes, 98-
89, in a game in which defense was no-
where to be found.

“I think [Omaha] was a talented team,” 
head coach Fran McCaffery 
said. “I think [they were] a 
talented team that moved 
the ball. They’ve got a re-
ally good point guard. They 
have numerous 3-point 
shooters, so it’s obviously 
harder. But our defensive 
communication and coor-
dination was really poor. 
I don’t know if I’ve ever 
coached a team that made 14 3s and lost 
by 9.”

In all but one of Iowa’s losses this sea-
son, the points have piled up, but the de-
fense has disappeared. Games have turned 
into shootouts, and neither the coaches nor 
players want that trend to continue.

“We can score against anybody, but if we 
can’t stop people, we aren’t going to win,” se-
nior Peter Jok said. “Big Ten starts soon. We 
got [Stetson], that’s going to be OK, so we need 
that. Then we start with Iowa State, UNI, so 
from on, it’s going to be great teams.”

One good thing that developed during 
this four-game stretch was Iowa’s offen-
sive help. Jok wouldn’t be able to carry the 
team all season long; he needed someone 

By JORDAN HANSEN | jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

For the fifth time under head coach Kirk Ferentz, the 
Iowa football team will play in the Outback Bowl.

The Hawkeyes will take on Florida on Jan. 2 in 
Tampa, Florida. It will be the third time Iowa has 
faced the Gators in the Outback Bowl, with the teams 
splitting the previous two games.

“We’re not only thrilled, we’re honored to be selected 
to the Outback Bowl,” Iowa head coach Kirk Ferentz 
said. “As we close out on this thing, as I look at it, it’s 
one more opportunity for the 2016 team to be together 
for another four weeks, have a chance to compete.”

The Hawkeyes got the bowl bid on the heels of a  
three-game winning streak, with two of the victo-
ries coming against ranked opponents. A thrashing 
of Nebraska in the last game of the season certain-
ly helped Iowa’s cause for a good bowl.

And really, it is the best-case scenario of the 
Hawkeyes. It’s the first bowl on Jan. 2 and the only non-
New Year’s Six bowl played on that day. 

“The athletics director, the students and the coaches, 
and I’m sure all of our fans are excited to get this invita-

tion,” Iowa Athletics Director Gary Barta said. “Obviously, 
we’re familiar with the Outback Bowl … its board goes 
over the top to take care of us.”

Now, however, comes the second part of the challenge 
— winning a bowl game. It was a stated goal for the 
team at the beginning of the season and something the 
Hawkeyes haven’t done in a while.

In fact, Iowa is currently on a four-bowl losing streak 
and hasn’t had a postseason victory since beating Mis-
souri in the Insight Bowl six years ago. Last season’s 
loss in the Rose Bowl prompted Ferentz to consider 
some changes to his bowl preparation. 

On Sunday night, he said the team would leave for the 
bowl later than it has in the past, which seems to be the 
biggest change. But regardless of the pre-bowl stuff, the 
team desperately wants to end the streak.

“[Winning a bowl game] was definitely one of our top-
three goals coming into the off-season,” senior defen-
sive tackle Jaleel Johnson said. “Since I’ve been here, 
my incoming class, we’ve never won a bowl game. My 
first year, we didn’t even go to a bowl game.

“Being able to go back the Outback Bowl, against another 
good opponent, there’s nothing more you could really ask for.”

SEE WOMEN’S, 8

McCaffery
head coach

BLAKE’S TAKES

Blake Dowson
blake-dowson@uiowa.edu
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