
By KAYLI REESE
kayli-reese@uiowa.edu

A charge of energy always seems to 
fill the air when racial issues with the 
police are brought to attention, and the 
open discussion, a “Thin Line Between 
Black and Blue,” is no exception.

On Aug. 31, Delta Sigma Theta and 
Omega Psi Phi, both chapters of the "Di-
vine 9," hosted an event at the Depart-
ment of Public Safety focused on the issue.

“This is an open discussion be-
tween students and police officers,” 
said University of Iowa 
senior JaMaya Austin, 
a Delta Sigma Theta 
member. 

She said the event was 
meant to bring communi-
ty members together to 
voice their concerns with 
the UI police, and in turn 
let the police talk about 
their procedures and 
ease the current police 
stigma that has swept the country.

The discussion was meant, she said, 
to be a comfortable, safe place for com-
munity members to talk to police offi-
cers about any issues they have with 
the police system without any fear.

“We want to mend relationships that 
have been hostile throughout history,” 
Austin said.

Austin noted that, while no specific 
issues have taken place in Iowa City, 
the current issues with the police and 
“the community” on the news isn’t 
something that should be ignored. 
With this open discussion, she said, the 
problems can be talked about before 
something explodes.

Not all police officers are bad, Austin 
said, noting that she hopes the discus-
sion will erase the stereotypes asso-
ciated with the police. She said a big 
portion of the event was focused on fa-
miliarizing the community with police 
procedure to make the uniform seem 

By RIKKI LASER
rikki-laser@uiowa.edu

Eating right will soon be easier for 
students who have a gluten intoler-
ance.

University of Iowa officials say they 
are working to make gluten-free op-
tions more accessible to students.

According to a press release by the 
New England Celiac Or-
ganization, an average 
of 44 percent of college 
students who have Celi-
ac disease find it a ma-
jor challenge to eat glu-
ten-free. 

Celiac disease is de-
fined as intolerance 
to gluten because of a 
sometimes life-threaten-
ing autoimmune disor-
der, according to the release. 

The UI is working on lowering this 
number, said Laura Croteau, a nutri-
tion specialist at UI Housing & Dining. 

Although Croteau hasn’t been at the 
UI for much more than a year, changes, 
she said, have already occurred.

“Things up in the Marketplace ar-
en’t labeled gluten-free, they are la-

beled with a ‘contains gluten’ symbol 
instead,” she said. 

This change, Croteau said, is mostly 
due to the fact that the UI is integrat-
ing a program called NetNutrition, and 
working with it will be clearer for stu-
dents when the website goes live if all 
the icons in the dining halls and the 
site are the same.

According to the Housing & Dining 
website, NetNutrition is “an online tool 
that will be available for you to use to 
view menu allergens and nutrition in-
formation for items served in both of 
our Marketplaces.”

However, Croteau said, the change is 
also necessary because UI Housing and 
Dining “can’t label anything in their 
facilities as allergen-free because, es-
pecially [with] gluten, they’re always 
there, especially in our bakery. And 
in the servery it is very easy to have 
cross-contamination.” 

There are still a few options, how-
ever, for students with severe aller-
gies or celiac disease.  

The first and less desirable option, 
Croteau said, is that students can call 
in their meals the day before for a spe-
cific time. 

“That option is a little more difficult 

for students because, as a college stu-
dent, you don’t know when you’re going 
to go to lunch or if your classes will run 

late or if you bump into somebody you 
know and start talking,” she said.  
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University of Iowa starts to go gluten-free 

Austin
UI senior

By NAOMI HOFFERBER  |  naomi-hofferber@uiowa.edu

While various University of Iowa students make the de-
cision to carry around items such as pepper spray or 
Tasers for self-defense, these items may not be as ef-

fective as many students think.
Alton Poole, UI police community outreach officer, said that 

if people plan on carrying a weapon such as Mace or a knife for 
self-defense, it’s best to know how to use it. 

“For Mace, if you don’t know how to carry Mace, it doesn’t do 
you any good in your purse or in your pocket. What are you go-
ing to do when you’re accosted?” he said. “It’s only good if it’s in 

Some carry different self-defense 
items such as pepper spray and 

pocket knives across the UI 
campus. But are they really as 

helpful as one hopes?

A spinach cranberry salad, mashed sweet potatoes, and corn chips are seen at the Hillcrest Marketplace on Aug. 30, 2015. These were 
just some of the options the University of Iowa offers for gluten-free. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

SEE GLUTEN, 2A

A University of Iowa student shows her pepper spray at Hillcrest Wednesday. Pepper spray is often used as a means of self-defense, but UI police Officer Alton Poole said it could be dangerous if the user does not 
know how to operate the device. (The Daily Iowan/Tawny Schmit) 
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UI officials are working to make gluten-free meal options more accessible for students with gluten allergies.



your hand, with the noz-
zle pointed in the right 
direction.”

Mace and pepper-spray 
containers typically 
have a safety lock on 
them and can take time 
to deploy. Tasers are on 
the list of banned weap-
ons on campus, accord-
ing to the state Board of 
Regents. Poole suggests 
alternative methods of 
self-defense other than 
weapons.

“For one, you don’t 
know the other per-
son’s skill level, so now 
if you’re aggressed by 
someone and you don’t 
know their skill level, 
now it’s a weapon that 
could be taken away 
from you and used 
against you,” he said. “If 
you’re concerned about 
traveling to and from, 
then make arrange-
ments. Call a cab, we 
have our Nite Ride ser-
vice that now extends to 
all genders, ask a friend 

to drive you or escort, al-
ways have a [designated 
driver].”

Poole also said that 
self-defense classes, 
such as the Rape Ag-
gression Defense class 
offered by the UI police, 
are better alternatives 
than carrying a weapon. 
The next class will be a 
four-day class beginning 
Oct. 3.

Linda Kroon, the di-
rector of the Women’s 
Resource and Action 
Center, said that while 
these items may not be 
as effective as intended, 
they can still have ben-
efits.

“I know that for a lot 
of people, carrying some-
thing or having some-
thing with them can 
really help them feel 
more confident, feel like 
they’re ready for what-
ever might happen,” she 
said.

UI freshman Emily 
Wall said she carries 
pepper spray for security. 

“It just makes me feel 
safer, even if I never 
have to use it,” she said. 

Pepper spray, or oleo-
resin capsicum, can 
cause respiratory prob-
lems and temporary 
blindness when sprayed 
at an attacker. 

Both Wall and her 
roommate in Slater own 
pepper spray, although 
Wall said that it could 
become a dangerous sit-
uation if the user was 
intoxicated.

“Having something on 
you of course is a per-
sonal choice,” Poole said. 
“I can’t tell a person 
what not to put on their 
person, unless it’s ille-
gal. My recommendation 
of course would be to 
avoid bringing a weapon 
to a social event. If you 
can plan mitigating a 
risk, that’s 90 percent of 
self-protection.”

Kroon said she sug-
gests focusing on chang-
ing the culture sur-
rounding violence and 
sexual assault. 

“If nobody thought 
it was OK for them to 
behave badly and at-
tack someone else, we 
wouldn’t need to have 

all these protective mea-
sures,” she said. “I see 
the protective measures 
hopefully as a stop-gap 
in many ways.” 

Kroon said she nev-
er wants people to be 
in a situation in which 
they feel responsible for 
something done to them.

“If someone else does 
something bad, it is not 
because you failed some-
how,” she said. 

The UI offers sever-
al events and programs 
throughout the year to 
help stand against sexu-
al assault, including the 
“It’s On Us” campaign, 
supported by the UI Stu-
dent Government, which 
began this past Monday.

“It’s not easy to do, to 
sort of change our think-
ing about everyone’s sort 
of thinking and atti-
tudes,” Kroon said. “I do 
believe it’s possible. One 
of the examples I think 
of so often is it was a 
generation ago that no-
body wore seat belts in 
their cars, and now we 
don’t even think twice 
about it.”

less of a threat.
Austin also said that 

the Black Lives Matter 
movement was brought 
up, as well as represent-
ing that movement in a 
positive way.

“The movement doesn’t 
immediately correlate to ‘we 
hate the police,’ ” she said. 

“There’s a healthy 
fear of the police,” said 
City Councilor Kingsley 
Botchway. He was asked 
to mediate a discussion 

sponsored by Mission: Io-
wa City and the Iowa City 
Downtown District on ra-
cial issues on Aug. 17. 

Botchway said that 
some community mem-
bers at the discussion 
said they wouldn’t call 
the police when needed 
because they’re not will-
ing to risk a negative sit-
uation. On the other side, 
he said, the police weren’t 
aware that fear of the 
uniform was so strong.

“I hope that we look 
for actionable solutions,” 
Botchway said. 

He said that discus-

sions about potential is-
sues are a great thing, 
but perhaps a more 
active role by the com-
munity to prevent any 
violence would be a 
stronger, better option.

In Iowa City, he said, 
the community is try-
ing to make progress in 
terms of racial issues 
and the police, but the 
city has not seen much of 
the problems that other 
cities, such as Milwau-
kee, have had.

“There's always room 
for improvement,” said 
Sgt. Scott Gaarde of the 

Iowa City police. 
While there may not be 

any pressing racial prob-
lems in the Iowa City 
area, Gaarde said, there 
are multiple positions 
throughout Iowa City 
dedicated to talking with 
residents about racial is-
sues faced.

These discussions are 
expected to become more 
frequent over time, Aus-
tin said. Currently, the 
focus is building relation-
ships between the com-
munity with the police.

“The discussion isn’t 
over,” Austin said.

“Students who would 
like that but aren’t lean-
ing toward it because of 
the time that it requires, 
I always let them know, 
‘When you’re getting 
something, you can al-
ways ask the person who 
is behind the [counter] to 
get you something from 
another pan if you’re con-
cerned about cross-con-
tamination with things,” 
she said. 

There is also a new re-
frigerator in Hillcrest 
Marketplace, and soon 
one in Burge Marketplace, 
that will contain individ-

ually packed gluten-free 
food items like bagels, 
brownies, and spreads. 

Before this year, stu-
dents who asked for food 
through the gluten-free 
symbols usually had to 
wait. UI senior Sydney 
Hofferber, who is glu-
ten-intolerant, had a 
particularly hard time 
her freshman year.

“Every single time I 
would have to go through 
five staff members to 
find the gluten-free op-
tion,” she said 

This year, however, the 
Food Allergy Research 
and Education awarded 
the UI a $2,500 grant to 
help change that.

“It covers the cost of 
training all of our staff 
through AllerTrain,” 
Croteau said.

AllerTrain is a food 
allergy and gluten-free 
training course accred-
ited by the American 
National Standards. 

“We have a suite of 
Allertrain courses that 
teach about food aller-
gies and celiac disease 
and it teaches food pro-
fessionals about top 
foods that cause food al-
lergies, proper protocols 
to avoid cross-contact 
and cross-contamina-
tion, and how to better 
serve people with spe-
cial dietary needs,” said 

Laurie Thomeczek, Al-
lerTrain manager.

The course UI em-
ployees are taking is de-
signed for college staff.

“It teaches [employ-
ees] a lot about the topic 
of allergens plus gluten, 
what reactions would 
be for somebody who 
has an allergy and ate 
something, how to lim-
it and avoid cross-con-
tamination, how to go 
about helping those 
students if they have 
questions, identifying 
[and getting] what is on 
the menu, what to do if 
somebody has an aller-
gic reaction,” Croteau 
said.

HILLSIDE CHAT

Freshmen Fatima Haron and Ellie Nielsen walk up the hill to Hillcrest on Wednesday. The two discussed their anticipation of joining a sorority this weekend. (The Daily Iowan/Tawny Schmit)
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CORRECTION

In the Aug. 31 article “UI Student Government to aid student garden,” The Daily Iowan 
incorrectly reported that the amount funded by the UISG for the garden was $1,390. 
That amount is $13,090. Additionally, UI Gardeners has had the garden since 2009, not 
2001.The DI regrets the errors.
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University of Iowa students foiled by lack of texts 
By MADELEINE NEAL 
madeleine-neal@uiowa.edu 

For University of Iowa 
freshman Carolyn Tressler, 
her first week on campus 
has been more frustrating 
than most. 

Despite classes being in 
full swing, the lack of text-
books has affected some 
faculty and students. The 
University Bookstore and 
Iowa Book are both short 
on textbooks.  

“It stresses me out,” 
Tressler said, who does not 
yet have a textbook for her 
biology course. “Without 
the textbook, I can’t do the 
readings.”

Virgil Hare, a textbook 
manager at Iowa Book, said 
there was an issue with the 
UI Spanish Department not 
ordering enough books. 

Hare said the books 
were intended for the Uni-
versity Bookstore, but he 
ordered 100 extra because 
of the shortage. 

“I try to work with in-
structors,” he said. “[Iowa 
Book] put reserves on books 
— we then hold books aside 
for [students].” 

Hare said that he tries 
to get a good idea of how 
many students are going to 
purchase books in the store 
— he noted that Iowa Book, 

as well as other bookstores, 
have to compete with online 
bookstores. 

However, he said, he does 
not want to end up with too 
many books that will not 
be purchased, noting that 
some publishers have a dif-
ficult return policy.

“If I order 300, and only 
sell 100, I can only return 
30,” he said. 

As of this week, more 
Spanish textbooks have 
arrived at the University 
Bookstore. 

UI American studies and 
cinema Professor Lauren 
Rabinovitz said she is still 
missing books for her Dis-
ney in America course. 

One of the required 
textbooks, she said, came 
in Monday — in a mass 
quantity. The other book, 
however, has no expected 
date of arrival.

“My lectures go over the 
material,” she said. “But I 
am hoping that the books 
will come in before the first 
discussion section [at the 
end of this week].”

Rabinovitz said that she 
has had to extend deadlines. 

“About 30 out of the 80 
students in the course don’t 
have textbooks,” she said. 

Last week, the University 
Bookstore issued an email 
on backorders. 

“If you would like to choose 
a different item(s), or can-
cel the backordered item(s), 
please call the number below,” 
read the statement. “Backor-
dered items will be processed 
as they arrive at the store. 

We receive merchandise and 
textbooks daily.”

The email said that stu-
dents would be notified up-
on the textbooks’ arrivals. 
However, a date is not yet 
confirmed.

“You will receive an 
email when the backor-
dered item(s) are ready to 
be picked up or have been 
shipped.”

The University Book-
store’s website also said it is 

open to questions. 
“Please call our toll free 

number with any questions, 
changes, corrections to your 
order of if you would like to 
cancel your order,” the email 
read.

UI public-health school touts new major
By JENNA LARSON
jenna-larson@uiowa.edu

Students passionate 
about public health now 
have the option of mak-
ing an undergraduate 
career out of it.  

The University of Iowa 
introduced public health 
as an undergraduate 
degree this fall because 
of its growing visibili-
ty and importance, said 
Dean Sue Curry of the 
College of Public Health. 

The college estab-
lished a goal in 2010 to 
have an undergraduate 
program for its students, 
Curry said. Because 
public health is becom-
ing a more popular ma-
jor in other schools, she 
wanted to ensure stu-
dents that the UI offered 
it as well. 

Curry said she was 
happy that faculty 
stepped up, allowing the 
UI to not worry about 
hiring professors and 
teachers for the new 
program. Instead, all 
of the classes for the 
public-health major are 
taught by current facul-
ty members.

Current faculty mem-
bers were given an op-
tion to teach courses 
before new faculty mem-

bers were hired — all of 
the courses were filled 
up from the UI’s faculty.

“Our faculty worked 
incredibly hard,” Curry 
said.

Margaret Chorazy, 
clinical assistant for 
the Epidemiology De-
partment, is one of the 
faculty members. She 
is teaching a first-year 
seminar called Surviv-
ing the Zombie Apoc-
alypse: Public Health 
Saves the Day (Again). 

Chorazy’s goal for the 
class is to introduce 
her students to public 
health through the idea 
of a zombie apocalypse. 
Students will learn 
about the dynamics of 
outbreaks, inventions to 
solve issues, and prepa-
ration — all of which can 
be related to the idea of 
public health.

“It’s really important 
for everyone to have a 
sense of what public 
health is,” she said.

Chorazy said it is 
hard to talk about pub-
lic health when it can 
relate to disastrous 
events or hard times, so 
the classes offered for 
the public health un-
dergraduate major will 
lead students to feel OK 
talking about it. 

Applauding the faculty 
members was in order for 
both Chorazy and Curry.

“It really does come 
down to that we couldn’t 
have done it without a 
lot of the partners here 
on campus,” Chorazy 
said.

In the next five years, 
Curry said, she plans to 
have around 500 under-
graduates majoring in 
public health. This new 
undergraduate program 
will give students the 
opportunity for prob-
lem-based learning and 
service, a broad knowl-
edge of public health, 
and also the softer skills, 
such as communication 
and working together, 
Curry said.

The Fundamentals 
of Public Health class, 
a now required class 

for public-health ma-
jors, still holds on to its 
same objectives as it 
did before, said Jason 
Daniel-Ulloa, a clinical 
assistant professor of 
community and behav-
ioral health.

“For me, the chance 
to bring somebody into 
public health who hasn’t 
known about it or con-
sidered it is what I re-
ally enjoy in the class-
room,” he said.

The opportunity to 
teach undergraduates in 
public health is exciting, 
he said, especially since 
they are coming into the 
field with an open mind 
on the subject. 

With public health 
now being an under-
graduate program, the 
UI has the opportunity 
to allow their students 

to build off a platform in 
the public health field, 
Daniel-Ulloa said. Stu-
dents with the new ma-
jor may continue their 
education into the pub-
lic health graduate pro-
gram we already have, 
he added. 

In class, Daniel-Ulloa 
said, students get to ap-

ply what is talked about, 
and see how their every-
day life is impacted by 
public health. 

“I think there are a 
lot of things that are 
appealing about public 
health,” he said. “With 
public health, at the end 
of the day, it’s about do-
ing something.”

The College of Public Health shares excitement about its new undergraduate public health major.

Spanish textbooks run low at Iowa Book on Monday. With the shortage on textbooks, students are unable to have access codes for online homework. (The Daily Iowan/Alex Kroeze)
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By HELAINA THOMPSON
helaina-thompson@uiowa.edu

From Ryan Lochte’s 
infamous bathroom she-
nanigans to the dres-
sage horse that pranced 
to Santana’s “Smooth,” 
the 2016 Rio Olympic 
Games captivated me. 
When I wasn’t watch-
ing slow motion You-
Tube videos of Simone 
Biles, I was listening to 
podcasts about high-al-
titude Olympic training 
programs. I streamed 
events live and then 
watched them unfold 
again in prime time. 
When Michael Phelps 
ran to kiss his 3-month-
old son after winning 
gold, I wept.

Then, in mid-August, 
I realized I hadn’t exer-
cised since the Games 
had begun. After 17 
days of vicariously liv-
ing through the super-
human feats of Olympic 
athletes, the person who 
really needed to go for a 
run was not Usain Bolt 
— but me.

All joking aside, phys-
ical inactivity is a seri-
ous problem when pro-
longed much longer than 
the two-week span of 
the Summer Olympics. 
Study after study shows 
exercise reduces risk of 
obesity and disease and 
helps relieve anxiety 
and depression. Still, 
according to the CDC, 
almost half of all young 
people between ages 12 
and 21 do not regularly 
engage in physical ac-
tivity. Closer to home, 
only half of University 
of Iowa students meet 
the American College of 
Sports Medicine’s aero-
bic activity recommen-
dation: 20 minutes of 
vigorous exercise three 
days a week or 30 min-
utes of moderate exer-
cise five days a week.

At the UI, a myriad 
of fitness services help 

students, faculty, and 
staff establish and meet 
exercise goals. At the 
Campus Recreation & 
Wellness Center you’ll 
find treadmills, a lap 
swimming pool, and sta-
tionary bikes, as well as 
opportunities to burn 
calories in more untra-
ditional ways, such as in 
a Zumba group fitness 
class or on the three-sto-
ry climbing wall.

For students looking 
to add extra semester 
hours to their schedules, 
I recommend signing 
up for a Lifetime Lei-
sure Skills class. Pick 
up new skills from ex-
pert instructors offer-
ing for-credit courses in 
stand-up paddle board-
ing, mountain biking, 
and cross-country ski-
ing. The Dance Depart-
ment offers courses in 
jazz, hip-hop, and bal-
let to all UI students 
as well. There’s nothing 
like getting a grade in 
exercise to hold oneself 
accountable.

If we’ve learned any-
thing from the 2016 U.S. 
women’s gymnastics 
team, it’s that working 
out with friends is the 
key to success. My ad-
vice? Arrange a day and 
time this semester to 
regularly exercise with 
a friend and stick to it. 
Make new friends by 
joining an intramural 
sport, such as sand vol-
leyball or indoor soccer, 
or a student organiza-
tion such as the water 
ski team.

Some parting words 
of encouragement: If 
Lochte — who once 
said, “Something will 
pop up in my head. It 
could be like the weird-
est thing. Like all of a 
sudden I have like a 
jumping banana in my 
head” — can win gold in 
the Olympics, anyone 
can exercise just three 
days a week.

Herky’s just fine as he is
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EDITORIAL

Exercising is 
not an 
Olympic feat

At a time when the 
scope of political correct-
ness is under constant 
fire, why not thrust sym-
bolism into the debate as 
well? Resmiye Oral, a UI 
clinical professor of pe-
diatrics, has raised the 
contentions that Herky 
(yes Herky, the famed UI 
mascot) should “display 
a wider array of facial 
expressions in univer-
sity publications.” In an 
email sent to UI Athlet-
ics Department officials, 
Oral argues that Herky’s 
demeanor can promote vi-
olence and be interpreted 
as aggressive; therefore, 
we should change Herky’s 
presentation to be more 
warm and welcoming.

I can understand that 
our university should 
take steps toward mak-
ing a more inclusive cam-
pus climate to combat 
such issues as suicide 
and sexual assault, but I 

struggle to come to terms 
with the prospect of alter-
ing the university’s iconic 
symbolism by making 
Herky appear less con-
frontational. Before we 
condemn Herky, let’s step 
back for a second and an-
alyze what the purpose of 
a mascot is and what the 
specific story is behind 
Herky’s creation to see if 
there is any precedence 
for action.

Already more than 
60 years old, Herky was 
conjured by a UI journal-
ism instructor in 1948 to 
serve as the symbol for the 
school’s athletics teams. 
Ever since then, Herky 
has grown from the face 
of the university’s sports 
teams to the signifying 
public persona of the uni-
versity. From T-shirts to 
coffee mugs, both Herky 
and the Tigerhawk logo 
function as images similar 
to how a company such as 
Nike uses the brand im-
age of a swoosh.

Furthering this line 
of thought, let’s use star 
athletes who appear on 
boxes of Wheaties cereal 
as a frame of reference. 
These athletes represent 
the championship pedi-
gree that Wheaties pro-
claims to foster. Herky 

also represents a brand, 
and that brand is the UI 
and all of the endeavors 
associated with it. So in a 
sense, Herky is one of the 
quintessential symbols 
of the UI, meaning that 
Herky’s demeanor can be 
interpreted as reflective 
of the larger UI commu-
nity. Subsequently, Her-
ky’s scowl could then re-
flect poorly upon the UI 
in the eyes of some.

With all this in mind I 
can agree with Oral in the 
sense that perceptions 
people have of Herky can 
have ramifications, yet 
I think it is a stretch to 
believe that Herky’s de-
meanor has substantial 
adverse effects. I can see 
the validity in making a 
mascot more comforting 
and friendly, but where do 
you draw the line? Do we 
have one Herky for one oc-
casion and another Herky 
for other occasions?

At his inception, Herky 
was designed to symbol-
ize the UI sports teams, 
yet as time has gone on, 
his name and likeness 
have proliferated to ma-
ny other aspects of the 
university so much so 
that it seems there is 
hardly a UI-sponsored 
event that doesn’t have 

Herky involved. In this 
regard, it would be quite 
problematic to have nu-
merous characterizations 
of Herky that are tailored 
to fit specific occasions.

Moreover, ostensibly, 
there isn’t a legitimate 
way to ameliorate any 
transgressions Herky’s 
facial expressions may 
cause. In an ideal world, 
Herky could change his 
demeanor to more aptly 
fit the situation, but the 
fact is that Herky is a 
persona. Herky is not a 
person. He is a charac-
terized representation 
that conveys a particular 
demeanor, and it makes 
perfect sense that the 
demeanor he displays is 
cast with tones of aggres-
sion, because he was orig-
inally designed for use in 
the sports realm that is 
inherently competitive in 
nature. As the cliché goes; 
you can’t put a square 
peg in a round hole. Sim-
ilarly, you can’t always 
make Herky fit the situ-
ation. He is a distinct en-
tity that cannot be forced 
into every role perfectly. I 
think it would be wise to 
accept that and move on 
to more pressing matters 
than discussing Herky’s 
facial expressions.

Believe it or not, 
last year’s most 
prominent po-

litical discussion had 
very little to do with 
Donald Trump’s im-
probable and terrifying 
run at the Oval Office. 
Instead, the world had 
its attention set on 
Iran and its obvious — 
though not admitted — 
goals of building a nu-
clear arsenal.

The Iran deal — a 
colloquial name for 
the deal signed by the 
United States, Iran, 
and many others — was 
designed to prevent the 
Iran from reaching nu-
clear proliferation by 
de-escalating its ability 
and plans to enrich ura-
nium. At the same time, 
however, the Obama ad-
ministration decided to 
settle some other unfin-
ished business with the 
tumultuous country.

According to CNN, 
around the same time 
the Iran deal was 
signed, the United 
States agreed to set-
tle an international 
case involving the sale 
of military equipment 
from before the Iranian 
Revolution. The settle-
ment was for $400 mil-

lion of Iranian money 
being held by the U.S. 
because of sanctions, 
plus an additional $1.3 
billion compromise on 
the interest, for a total 
of $1.7 billion.

The payment dates 
back, CNN reports, to 
a fund set up for such 
military purchases that 
was frozen in 1979, the 
settlement for which had 
been tied up since the 
1981 Hague Tribunal.

While the Daily Io-
wan Editorial Board 
approves of settling old 
disputes and metaphor-
ically killing two birds 
with one proverbial 
stone, the timing of the 
first $400 million trans-
fer is nothing short of 
dangerous. It just so 
happens that the first 
$400 million install-
ment of foreign curren-
cy was flown to Iraq 
after the release of four 
American prisoners, ac-
cording to ABC News.

Although the ex-
istence of the mili-
tary-equipment settle-
ment provides a more 
legitimate reason for the 
money transfer, the tim-
ing is still questionable. 
Moreover, ABC News re-
ports that the historian 

of the State Department 
has indicated that this 
type of transfer to “set-
tle an international dis-
pute” is unprecedented.

At the height of the 
debate over how to han-
dle Iran’s nuclear de-
sires, the congressional 
gridlock was unbear-
able. Few will forget — 
as it will likely become 
an important chapter 
of Barack Obama’s 
presidency — when Is-
raeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanya-
hu, addressed Con-
gress on Speaker John 
Boehner’s invitation. 
Netanyahu addressed 
a largely Republican 
room about how terri-
ble he felt President 
Obama’s proposed Iran 
deal was after Obama 
specifically asked Net-
anyahu not to speak in 
front of Congress.

One of Netanyahu’s 
main points was that 
going forward without 
a deal may have been 
better than a deal that 
allows Iran to discrete-
ly continue its nuclear 
growth and advance-
ment. While this is ob-
viously true, the com-
plete lack of a deal was 
allowing just that.

The Obama admin-
istration, the Editorial 
Board believes, was cor-
rect in signing a deal 
with Iran. But that does 
not include the board’s 
approval of the $400 mil-
lion transfer in conjunc-
tion with the release of 
American prisoners.

The American belief 
system has usually been 
built on the premise 
that our government 
will do all that is neces-
sary to bring imprisoned 
citizens home to Ameri-
ca. But it is a danger-
ous precedent to set to 
align payments with the 
release of political pris-
oners; even if they are 
allegedly unrelated.

According to numer-
ous sources, many Re-
publican politicians 
are referring to the 
payment as a “ransom,” 
and although this is 
not literally the case, 
there is definitely rea-
son to believe the tim-
ing of the payment is 
not coincidental.

In the future, with the 
remainder of the Iran 
deal tenets and in other 
such deals, the United 
States must be careful 
not to fall into the trap 
of ransom payment.

COLUMN

No ransom for Iran, but does 
it appear as such?

Zach Weigel
zachary-weigel@uiowa.edu

Former president Sally Mason gets ice water poured on her by Herky at President’s Block Party on Sunday, Aug. 24, 2014. President Mason completed the ALS Ice Bucket 
Challenge along with other UI students. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)
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Wilson’s experience as an 
athlete plays a big role in 
his ability to coach as well. 
He has been through what 
his team is going through, 
so he knows what it takes 
to build and motivate them.

“I think he’s a really 
good coach because he was 
a successful college tennis 
player on a very success-
ful team,” junior Josh Sil-
verstein said. “He’s won 
the Big Ten championship 
multiple times at Ohio 
State, so he knows what 
it takes to be a successful 
college team because he’s 
been through it himself.”

Whether playing or 
coaching, Wilson loves ten-
nis. As a player, he loved 
playing the game, but since 
he has moved on from those 
days, he said he has been 

obsessed with becoming the 
best coach that he can. 

Though he has been out 
of playing for a few years 
now, Wilson said the aspect 
of playing that he misses is 
playing for his teammates 
and university. 

Even though people 
can’t play forever, they can 
still stay involved with 
the game, and Wilson has 
been able to do that while 
continuing his success. He 
went on to coach juniors 
and a top-100 professional 
in the game before coach-
ing at Kenyon College and 
San Diego. Even after ev-
erything he has done in his 
tennis career, Wilson finds 
himself back where he had 
the best years of his life.

“Nothing really gave me 
the fulfillment that I had 
when I was part of a uni-
versity or a team,” Wilson 
said. “That’s really what 
brought me back to coach-
ing college tennis.”
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just have to do what you 
have to do and do any-
thing to help the team.”  

His dedication has not 
gone unnoticed by Fer-
entz and the rest of the 
coaching staff.

“The first thing that 
comes to mind when I 
think about Bo is his 
attitude … He’s always 
an eager, hard-working 
guy, very good vibe to 
him, and he got beat 
out a year ago, but 
never deterred him at 
all. His attitude never 

changed,” Ferentz said. 
“He’s been unselfish, 
kept a great attitude.”

The fight between 
Bower and Mends was 
something their team-
mates noticed during 
camp, too. 

Senior defensive tackle 
Jaleel Johnson watched 
the Hawkeyes battle it 
out for the past month 
and was impressed by 
the efforts made by both. 

“Both of the guys 
are very competitive,” 
Johnson said. “They’re 
high-effort guys that 
give effort every time.” 

That effort, combined 
with the positivity and 
flexibleness Ferentz not-

ed, factored into Bower 
earning back a starting 
spot for his junior year. 

When asked, he said 
repeatedly that he 
would go wherever he is 
needed and do whatev-
er is needed in order to 
help the team succeed. 

But as much as he is 
a team guy, Bower will 
admit that having the 
starting spot back is a 
good thing. 

“It’s nice,” he said. 
“Then again, all of us 
are in it to win it, and 
it doesn’t matter where 
we’re at or where we’re 
playing, as long as 
we’re a team and play-
ing together.”

By NICHOLAS MOREANO
nicholas-moreano@uiowa.edu

The Iowa women’s 
tennis season is exactly 
three weeks away from 
starting its season, and 
the team is ready to go. 

Iowa women’s head coach 
Sasha Schmid, in her first 
season with the Hawkeyes, 
is still trying to get to know 
her players, but she likes 
what she has seen so far in 
the players attitudes and 
effort during practice. 

Senior Natalie Looney 
likes her new head coach 
and what she means for 
the team. 

“I really like Sasha; I 
think she brings a lot of 
core values that will cre-
ate a good culture,” Loo-
ney said. “I think she is 
trying to build a physical 
platform first, and then we 
will build up from there.”

Even though the fall 
season is just under-

way, sophomore Adorabol 
Huckleby already can tell 
the difference from this 
season to last. 

“I feel like we’re all just 
really eager to get started 
and get better from com-
ing off our last season,” 
she said. “I feel like there 
is just a lot of positive en-
ergy going in, and we’re all 
just working hard.”

Last season, the 
Hawkeyes went 10-15, 0-11 
in the Big Ten. 

Junior Montana Craw-
ford also has picked up 
on that positive ener-
gy around practice with 
Schmid as head coach. 

“She is very positive, 
and in practices I haven’t 
heard her say one nega-
tive word yet to anybody,” 
Crawford said. “I think 
just her positivity just re-
laxes everybody and lets 
us play to our strength.” 

With the team starting 
its new season, it’s a clean 

slate, and Schmid believes 
that if the players put in 
the hard work, their con-
fidence will grow and that 
will help translate into the 
upcoming matches. 

“Our practices have 
been very intense, and 
she’s very focused on fit-
ness,” Crawford said. 
“The fitness will help us 
mentally when we push 
ourselves hard in practice 
and that will transfer over 
to our matches.”

Despite the team working 
hard each and every day, 
Schmid knows it will be a 
process to taking the next 
step forward. But the head 
coach wants to see each in-
dividual improve every time 
she steps on the court. 

Schmid knows the team 
had several 4-3 losses a 
season ago, and if each 
player improves each day, 
this will help the team to 
become more competitive 
in the Big Ten. 

The goal is to be in the mid-
dle of the pack of the Big Ten, 
and the Hawks can achieve 
that by learning from those 
4-3 losses a season ago and 
turning them into wins.  

With Schmid installing 
her hard-work mentality, 
there is excitement around 
the tennis team, and the 
players anxiously wait to 
get their season started. 

“The team is excited; 
we have a new coach, and 
there is a new energy,” 
Looney said. “I think ev-
eryone is just excited to 
get the season started.”

Iowa’s Montana Crawford returns a shot against Missouri State’s Faty Khamissi on Jan. 31 in the Hawkeye Tennis & Recreation Complex. 
The  Hawkeyes won, 10-1. (The Daily Iowan/Anthony Vazquez)

A new coach has sparked excitement in the Hawkeyes.

Women’s tennis can’t wait for season to begin

with his longest a 
61-yarder, against West-
ern Michigan.

Coluzzi also thorough-
ly enjoys kickoffs and 
will likely be given that 

responsibility this sea-
son as well.

“To be honest, the best 
part of the game is the 
kickoff,” Coluzzi said. 
“Opening the game with 
the kickoff, all the eyes 
are on you; it’s my bread-
and-butter and what I’ve 
been doing since I was a 
little kid.”

He’ll have big shoes to 
fill in that respect. Mar-
shall Koehn’s 58.02 per-
cent touchback rate was 
19th-best in the nation, 
and his 63.37 yards per 
kick was 15th.

Coluzzi will need to 
improve. He only man-
aged a 32.81 percent 
touchback rate with 

Central Michigan last 
year, and he allowed 
two kicks to go out of 
bounds. Iowa values 
field position extremely 
highly, and if he can’t 
get the ball in the end 
zone on a regular basis 
or balls start going out-
of-bounds, there could 
be a problem.

For now, however, 
Ferentz had nothing 
but good things to say 
about Coluzzi.

“From the first time 
we met him last winter, 
he has just been a real-
ly mature, heads-up guy, 
and when he got here in 
June and started work-
ing, it’s really been fun 

to watch him,” Ferentz 
said. “We, I think, picked 
up a really good punter, 
but on top of that a guy 
that can help steady that 
group a little bit.”

Follow @JordyHan-
sen for Iowa football 
news, updates, and 
analysis.

Iowa linebacker Bo Bower returns an interception 88 yards against North Texas in Kinnick Stadium on Sept. 26, 2015. The Hawkeyes 
defeated the Mean Green, 62-16. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

She’s still hungry for more.
“She had phenomenal 

summer training,” Hawk-
eye Tess Wilberding said. 
“She’s one of the hardest 
workers I’ve seen.”

Hasenbank knows this 
as well. Just a few weeks 
into being at the helm of the 
Hawkeyes, Waymire’s work 
ethic sparked his attention.

“If anyone’s going to 
beat her from our roster, 
they’re going to have to 
work really hard,” he said.

Waymire remains un-
fazed with the daunting 
task of adding to last sea-
son’s accolades. It’s just 

business as usual for her.
“Pretty much, [I will] 

do what I’ve been doing 
— just making sure my 
head’s in it when I step 
on the line,” she said.

Keeping her thoughts 
in line before meets is 
key. Her focus hones in on 
embracing the race envi-
ronment and competition.

“All the excitement takes 
care of itself,” she said. “I 
love competing, and I love 
being a competitor.” 

Aside from being one of 
the team’s most compet-
itive athletes, Waymire 
is hailed by many as the 
leader of the pack.

She aims to instill her 
leadership among her 
fellow Hawkeyes, and 
the first step in doing 

so is being there for her 
teammates on and off 
the course.

“There have been hard 
days, and she’s just a 
teammate you want next 
to you,” Wilberding said.

Come Friday, the Ash-
ton Cross-Country Course 
will be stocked with ath-
letes, coaches, and fans, 
but Waymire vows to tune 
out the distractions.

“I like to just tell myself 
that I’m the only one that 
can dictate how my race 
goes, and I think a lot of 
people base their race on 
other people,” she said. 
“I’m the only one who can 
change [my race].”

Follow @A_Hens83 
on Twitter for Iowa 
cross-country news, up-
dates, and analysis.



By ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Madison Waymire finished as Io-
wa’s best cross-country runner in 
all six races last season.

In her eyes, what separates her-
self from the competi-
tion is not a physical 
quality but psycho-
logical one.

“I like to think that 
mentally I’m stron-
ger than most of the 
people I run against,” 
she said.

On Friday, the ju-
nior will put her 
strengths to the test 
when Iowa hosts its first meet of 
the year, the Hawkeye Invitational.

With the start of the season in 
his sights, Iowa cross-country head 
coach Randy Hasenbank looks for-
ward to seeing what Waymire can 
do not just in the home-opener but 
the season as a whole.

“She’s really motivated and 
would like to get herself in a po-
sition to earn one of those coveted 
spots in the national meet,” Hasen-
bank said.

In the 2015 Early Bird Invita-
tional, Waymire placed fifth in 
the 3,000-meters with a time of 
10:29.20. Her success continued 
when she snagged her best time 
in the 5,000-meters (17:22.7) at 
the Notre Dame Invitational and 
6,000-meters at the Big Ten Cham-
pionship. 

Her time at the conference cham-
pionship of 21:01.8 was 10th-best 
in school history.

During the indoor track and field 
season, she led the team in the mile 
(4:58.60) with her fifth-place finish at 
the Big Four Duals. She redshirted for 
the outdoor season but finished sec-
ond in the 3,000-meters at the Musco 
Twilight while running unattached.
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2016 FOOTBALL POSITION PREVIEWS

By JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

One of the biggest areas 
of concern this season was 
how Iowa would replace 
punter Dillon Kidd and 
kicker Marshall Koehn.

Both of them were im-
portant reasons Iowa man-
aged to get to a Rose Bowl. 
Koehn’s name will forev-
er be immortalized for his 
57-yard game winning kick 
against Pittsburgh, but he 
is now graduated and the 
Hawkeyes have to move on.

As it stands, Central 
Michigan graduate-trans-
fer Ron Coluzzi will handle 
punting and kickoff duties, 
while true freshman Keith 
Duncan will handle field 
goals — for now, at least. 
Iowa head coach Kirk Fer-
entz seemed to keep the 
door open for a bit of move-
ment on the depth chart.

If either struggles, there’s 
a chance another player is 
in the lineup next week.

“We’ll see what happens 
here in the weeks ahead,” 
Ferentz said. “We’ll see how 
it goes. I said earlier that 
we’d let the competition go 
as long as we have to, and 
right now, at this point, 
[Keith has] won the job, 
but if we have to take this 
month or half the season to 
determine it, we’ll do that.”

Solid field-goal kicking 
saved Iowa more than once 
last year, and it will prob-
ably be important once 
again this season. Duncan, 

who is from North Caroli-
na, has a fairly impressive 
kicking résumé and holds a 
number of state kicking re-
cords, including field goals 
in a season (22) and career 
field goals with 51.

His senior season, he 
went 22-of-29, with all 
seven of his misses com-
ing from 53 yards and be-
yond. His career long field 
goal is 54 yards out, and 
he did not miss a PAT his 
senior season.

It’s easy to see his pro-
gression over the years, 
and it stands to reason 
with a little work, he could 
be an effective kicker for 
Iowa. There’s been a strong 
tradition of good kicking 
prospects ending up with 
the Hawks, and Duncan 
seems to be another.

However, he is a true 
freshman and has never 
kicked in front of anything 
resembling the crowds he’ll 
find this season.

“He’s really done a nice 
job,” Ferentz said. “He’s 
just come in and really 
performed. Seems pretty 
unflappable at this stage. I 
really have to compliment 
him on that.”

Holding for Duncan this 
year will be Coluzzi, who 
could be a major weapon for 
Iowa this season. Last sea-
son, he punted 59 times, av-
eraging 39.3 yards per kick 

Hawks have something to kick about 

Iowa kicker Marshall Koehn kicks a field goal during the Homecoming game against Illinois in Kinnick on Oct. 10, 2015. 
Koehn kicked three field goals against Illinois, and the Hawkeyes defeated the Illini, 29-20. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

Iowa linebacker Bo Bower points to the crowd as the Hawkeyes head to the locker room after the game against Maryland in Kinnick on Oct. 31, 2015. The Hawkeyes 
defeated the Terrapins, 31-15. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

By COURTNEY BAUMANN  |courtney-baumann@uiowa.edu

It’s been 14 games since Bo Bower started at linebacker for 
Iowa, but come Saturday, that streak will finally end. 

Iowa head coach Kirk Ferentz announced Tuesday that 
Bower has regained a starting position in the lineup, and he 
will take the field at Kinnick Stadium as the weakside line-
backer. 

The position is different from what he’s played in the past; 
in 2014, he played strongside. 

Transitioning to weakside was not too difficult a task, ac-
cording to the West Branch native, because all of the line-
backers have a pretty good grasp on all three positions. 

“When you get here, you try to get a grasp of all the differ-
ent positions,” Bower said. “Nothing is ever easy, but I think 
all of us know different positions and are ready to fill in at 
different spots.”

Bower was a walk-on for the Hawkeyes in 2013 and took 

just one year to gain a starting spot in the defensive line-
up. As a redshirt freshman, Bower started all 13 games of 
the 2014 season at strongside linebacker. He had a solid sea-
son, recording 38 tackles and 2 interceptions, until he was 
benched in the second half of the Taxslayer Bowl. 

Ben Niemann went in to replace him and has held the po-
sition ever since. 

With Cole Fisher starting at the weakside spot last season, 
Bower was stuck being No. 4 in the rotation. 

Earlier this year, it looked as though sophomore Aaron 
Mends would take over for the graduated Fisher, but he and 
Bower battled through camp, and Bower came out on top. 

Even after losing his starting job, Bower didn’t allow 
himself to obsess about what was out of his control. 

“You don’t really have time to do it,” he said. “You just 
have to kind of swallow everything you have, and you 

By PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

Iowa men’s tennis head coach Ross 
Wilson has long had success in his 
sport. As a player at Ohio State, he 
was a two-time All-American, three-
time national doubles champion, and a 
part of the first team in NCAA history 
to win national indoor championships 
back-to-back.

These days, Wilson is just as com-
petitive, and he seeks to continue his 
success, this time as a coach.

After a couple years playing profes-
sional tennis in which he won three 
Pro Circuit titles, Wilson missed what 
the college game had to offer.

“I loved college tennis, and that 
was the best part of my life,” he said. 
“I felt like every year that I played at 
Ohio State, I loved it more and more. 
I thought I went into college liking 
tennis, and I thought I left college re-
ally loving it.”

In his playing days, Wilson exhibited 
a competitive attitude that helped mo-
tivate and guide him to new levels. Ten 
years after his senior year, it’s still very 
much a part of him.

“As a player, I was ultra-com-
petitive,” Wilson said. “I obvious-
ly didn’t want to give up anything 
without a fight.”

Just as he sees it in himself, his team 
does as well. Junior Nils Hallestrand be-
lieves it’s one of his best traits and part 
of the reason Wilson is able to coach at 
a high level. He said that Wilson will 
always give the athletes his best, while 
expecting the best from them.

SEE BOWER, 5A

Mindset 
key for 
Waymire

SEE WAYMIRE, 5A

SEE POSITION, 5A

Waymire
harrier

Bower back to 
business

Nothing 
dulls 
love for 
college 
tennis

Bo Bower regained a starting position for the season-opener on Saturday.

SEE M.TENNIS, 5A
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Iowa City’s cultural community has long attracted a wide variety of prolific artists across 
various disciplines. This year is no different. The upcoming semester will see a dynamic 
lineup of events from a concert by rapper and one-time presidential candidate Waka Flocka 
Flame to a Dey House reading by Writers’ Workshop graduate and former U.S. Poet Lau-
reate Rita Dove. The following is meant to provide readers with a Hawkeye’s view of the 
upcoming semester in order to better help navigate Iowa City’s always impressive — and at 

times overwhelming —cultural milieu.

Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar

80HOURS
The weekend in arts & entertainment Thursday, September 1, 2016

SEE PREVIEW, 6B
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  TODAY 9.1   FRIDAY 9.2 SATURDAY 9.3

OPENING MOVIES

DRINK OF THE WEEK

THE JAPANESE FAMILY DRAMA OUR LIT TLE SISTER WILL COME TO 

FILMSCENE ON FRIDAY. THE FILM FOLLOWS THE STORY OF A GROUP OF 

SISTERS WHO FIND OUT, AFTER THEIR FATHER’S DEATH, THAT THEY HAVE 

A TEENAGE SISTER.

OUR LITTLE SISTER
ALSO AT FILMSCENE ON FRIDAY, THE HIGHLY ANTICIPATED THRILLER 

EQUITY WILL OPEN. A SENIOR INVESTMENT BANKER FALLS INTO HOT 

WATER AFTER A COMPANY’S INITIAL PUBLIC OFFERING TRIES TO TAKE 

HER DOWN. 

EQUITY

MUSIC
• JAZZ AFTER FIVE, JIM BUENNIG GROUP, 5 P.M., 
MILL, 120 E. BURLINGTON
• GREGORY RADEN, CLARINET MASTER CLASS, 5:30 
P.M., 2301 VOXMAN
• FRIDAY NIGHT CONCERT SERIES, CHRISTOPHER 
THE CONQUERED, 6:30 P.M., PEDESTRIAN MALL 
FOUNTAIN STAGE
• MAGNETOS, 9 P.M., PARLOR CITY PUB & EATERY, 
125 THIRD ST. S.E., CEDAR RAPIDS
• DCTV, 9 P.M., MILL
• CANDYMAKERS, WITH MAYTAGS, 9 P.M., YACHT 
CLUB, 13 S. LINN
• PETS WITH HUMAN NAMES, WITH ZUUL, 
DUELING @ DAWN, GHOST BUMMER, 10 P.M., 
GABE’S

MUSIC

• TRIATHALON, COPPER SNAKE SMOKE TRIALS, 10 
P.M., GABE’S, 330 E. WASHINGTON

FILM
• LITTLE MEN, 3 & 6 P.M., FILMSCENE, 118 E. COLLEGE
• THE MUSIC OF STRANGERS: YO-YO MA AND THE 
SILK ROAD ENSEMBLE, 5:30 P.M., [WHERE?]
• ROSENCRANTZ & GUILDENSTERN ARE DEAD, 7 P.M., 
IOWA PUBLIC LIBRARY MEETING ROOM A
• INDIGNATION, 7:30 P.M., FILMSCENE
• DON’T THINK TWICE, 8 & 10 P.M., FILMSCENE
• EAT THAT QUESTION: FRANK ZAPPA IN HIS OWN 
WORDS, 9:45 P.M., FILMSCENE

MUSIC

• IRISH MUSIC SESSION, 3 P.M., UPTOWN BILL’S
• FREE BASS DANCE PARTY, 9 P.M., BLUE MOOSE, 211 
IOWA
• BRIAN JOHANNESEN, 9 P.M., MILL
• SCHWAG, 9 P.M., GABE’S
• WOODY MCBRIDGE, 9:30 P.M., YACHT CLUB

FILM

• BIJOU AFTER HOURS,  THE WITCH, (2015), 11 P.M., 
FILMSCENE

MUSIC
• PIANO SUNDAYS: KSENIA NOSIKOVA 
AND STUDIO, 1:30 P.M., OLD CAPITOL 
SENATE CHAMBER
• FUNDRAISER FOR THE AMERICAN 
FEDERATION OF MUSICIANS, 3 P.M., MILL
• TONY AND FRIENDS, 3 P.M., VOXMAN 
RECITAL HALL
• 24+24 COMPOSITION CONCERT, 7:30 
P.M., VOXMAN STARK OPERA STUDIO

THE SCI-FI THRILLER MORGAN WILL OPEN FRIDAY AT MARCUS SYCAMORE 

CINEMA. THE EPONYMOUS MORGAN IS A BIOLOGICALLY ENGINEERED 

WOMAN WHO CONTINUES TO EVOLVE EVEN AFTER SHE BRINGS HARM TO 

HER HANDLERS. 

MORGAN

YOU ARE HAVING A GOOD TIME, BY AMIE 
BARRODALE

THE VIRGIN SUICIDES, BY JEFFREY EUGENIDES

On one side of the world, an American photographer captures an image of a young 
girl fleeing a fiery explosion, an image that catapults itself to international acclaim. 
On the other, a writer, the photographer’s best friend, becomes obsessed with the im-
age as she slips into suicidal depression after facing a tragedy of her own. In attempt 
to aid her suffering, her husband enlists several friends (a fearless bisexual poet, a 
naïve performance artist, etc.) to go overseas and save the little girl who has spurred 
so much action simply by being the face of devastation. As the plot unfolds, every 
intent turns questionable. This work pushes the boundaries between deeply provoc-
ative subject matters: war versus sex, love versus art, East versus West, real versus 
surreal. To boot, the novel is a national bestseller.

SMALL BACKS OF CHILDREN, BY LIDIA YUKNAVITCH

Iowa Writers’ Workshop graduate Amie Barrodale has written highly compressed 
tales about everything from starlets harboring fugitive emotions toward abusive di-
rectors to supernatural possessions destroying relationships. The collection of short 
stories is charged with an undeniable method to Barrodale’s madness, self-contained 
in this beautifully choreographed train wreck of what one would call “real” charac-
ters. Her protagonists don’t say what they should, are hounded by personal (or even 
external) demons, and drink too much. All too relateable in their vulnerability, no? 

The plot of Eugenides’s début novel surfaces on an obsession over the Lisbon 
girls. Told from the perspective of an anonymous group of teenage boys, the five 
sisters shock their town through inexplicable, tragic acts of suicide. One by one, 
the girls’ lives dissipate as the boys continue to watch on with horror but also a 
healthy amount of fascination. The book won the Aga Khan Prize for Fiction in 
1991 and was later adapted for screen by director Sofia Coppola. It is a curious 
and dark premise for this somewhat modern work in a world in which suicide has 
become commonplace.

LIT PICKS

ILLUSTRATIONS BY ZEBEDIA WAHLS

ART
• VIRGINIA A MYERS MEMORIAL EXHIBITION, 8 A.M, 
ART BUILDING WEST LEVITT GALLERY

MISC.
• LATINO/A WELCOME LUNCH, 11:30 A.M., S401 
PAPPAJOHN BUSINESS BUILDING
• TIPPIE INTERNATIONAL STUDENT WELCOME, 4 
P.M., S401 PAPPAJOHN BUSINESS BUILDING
• WATER BALLOON DODGE BALL, 5 P.M., 
COLLEGE GREEN PARK
• SALT COMPANY, 8 P.M., ENGLERT, 221 E. 
WASHINGTON

MISC.
• READ ON THE RUG, “SPACE WALK,” 10 A.M., 
OLD CAPITOL SUPREME COURT CHAMBER

SUNDAY 9.4

FILM
• SECRET SCREENING,  TROPICANA, 
VINO VÉRITE, 7 P.M., FILMSCENE

ART

• PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS, 12 P.M., 
LEGION ARTS, CSPS, 1103 THIRD ST. 
S.E., CEDAR RAPIDS

MISC.

• GERMAN IOWA AND THE GLOBAL 
MIDWEST, 10 A.M., OLD CAPITOL 
KEYES GALLERY
• BROTHERHOOD BRUNCH, 11 A.M, 
WESLEY CENTER, 120 N. DUBUQUE
• PUB QUIZ, 9 P.M., MILL

OTHERS
• SHAKESPEAREAN STAGE FIGHTING, 11 A.M., 
IOWA CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY MEETING ROOM A
• FAMILY DAY AT IOWA RAPTOR PROJECT: THE 
TURKEY VULTURE, 11 A.M., IOWA RAPTOR PROJECT 
MACBRIDE NATURE RECREATION AREA
• BOWLING WITH BROTHERS, 7 P.M., COLONIAL 
LANES, 2253 OLD HIGHWAY 218 S.
• UI SWING CLUB’S WELCOME DANCE, 7:30 P.M., 
IMU SECOND-FLOOR BALLROOM

• FIRST FOLIO THE BOOK THAT 
BROUGHT US SHAKESPEARE 
EXHIBITION, MAIN LIBRARYGALLERY
• IWP READING, 4 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS
• THE BARD AND THE PRINCE OF 
WITS: A LOOK AT ICONIC SCENES 
FROM HAMLET AND DON QUIXOTE, 
GRINNELL COLLEGE BURLING 
LIBRARY, 1111 SIXTH AVE.

WORDS

WORDS
• “LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS,” IOWA 
REVIEW, 7 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS, 15 S. 
DUBUQUE 
• KRISTA FRANKLIN IN RESIDENCE, 
PUBLIC SPACE ONE, 120 N. DUBUQUE 

ART

• MUSEUM OF ART  FIRST FRIDAY, POLITICAL 
SEASONS: A SAMPLING OF HISTORIC 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY TED POLUMBAUM, 5 P.M., 
FILMSCENE

WORDS
• COLLEGE OF PHARMACY GUEST SPEAKER 
SANDRA LEAL, 10:30 A.M., S538 PHARMACY 
BUILDING
• “LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS,” NICK 
WESTERGAARD, 7 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS

WHISKEY MOSCOW MULE

If you’re a student, at this point in the semester you are probably adjusting 
back into a seemingly permanent state of constant stress, self-doubt, 
and anxiety. If you aren’t a student, you are probably already sick of the 
sea of backpacks drowning the sidewalks of Clinton Street on a Thursday 
afternoon. Today, I decided to hide my head from the commotion for a 
second in my favorite bunker of a bar, Dublin Underground. Dublin offers 
a selection of Irish whiskey that, unless you are an Irish literature scholar, 
will probably leave you questioning your knowledge of the drink. Today, 
the bartender made me a Whiskey Mule, using Hell Cat Maggie whiskey. 
This cocktail is a nice take on a classic Moscow Mule. Hell Cat Maggie is 
distilled in County Louth, Ireland, using the traditional single copper pot 
still method. This variation on the drink, made from a makeshift mix 
including ginger, honey bitters and Sprite, comes across as sweet and dry, 
possessing many of the signature traits of a good Irish whiskey. Finally, 
the drink is topped with the traditional lime garnish. My suggestion for 
students and townies alike is for you all to stick your head underground 
and get away from the world, while indulging in some good Irish 
whiskey. Even if it is only for one drink.

—JORDAN GALE
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Striking a chord back in Iowa City
By GRACEY MURPHY
gracey-murphy@uiowa.edu

Twenty years of trav-
el, poetry, and teaching 
couldn’t deter a writer 
from returning to  a leg-
endary local bookstore.

Acclaimed poet and 
Writers’ Workshop gradu-
ate Rick Barot read from 
his latest poetry collec-
tion, Chord, Wednesday 
at Prairie Lights, 15 S. 
Dubuque St. In an inter-
view with The Daily Io-
wan earlier in the week, 
Barot detailed how eager 
he was to return to Iowa 
City, because this year 
marks the 20th anniver-
sary since he began his 

time at the Iowa Writers’ 
Workshop.  

“[Chord] has a lot of po-
litical elements to it. Issues 
with society, and war, and 
identity. It’s a different 
book from the others [I’ve 
written],” Barot said. “I 
think writers evolve over 
time, and what they write 
about evolves over time.”

Each of Barot’s col-
lections has had its own 
theme. As an undergradu-
ate, Barot started writing 
The Darker Fall (2002) 
which is more about look-
ing at and discovering 
beauty, Barot said. Want, 
published six years later, is 
more about love and desire.

Barot’s work over the 

last 20 years has paral-
leled both his personal 
life and current events in 
the country.

“Poetry for me is really 
driven by inspiration — I 
can’t sit down and write 
poetry,” Barot said. “I have 
to be struck by an idea, or 
an image, or a sound that 
sparks a poem for me.”

His love of writing ini-
tially began in middle 
school after receiving acco-
lades from teachers. How-
ever, he didn’t pursue his 
gift until college with the 
help of a mentor.

“I started out as a 
nonfiction writer,” Bar-
ot said. “I desperately 
wanted to be a reporter/

literary reporter, some-
one like John McPhee.”

Instead, the allure of 
poetry seduced Barot in-
to changing genres. The 
emotions and the economy 
of poetry caught his at-
tention, he said. Creative 
nonfiction is part of Barot’s 
writing, but poetry is the 
main focus.

In addition to writing, 
Barot teaches at Pacific 
Lutheran University in 
Tacoma, Washington. Bar-
ot went to a small, liber-
al-arts college in Connecti-
cut for his undergraduate 
studies and Pacific Luther-
an reminds him of it.

“It gives students ed-
ucation and identity as 

well-rounded as possible,” 
Barot said. “This is a school 
that really cares about its 
students as whole human 
beings. I admire the school 
and love the students.”

But Washington is on-
ly one of the many places 
Barot has lived and wrote. 
Barot was born in the Phil-
ippines and raised in the 
San Francisco Bay Area. He 
went to school in both Con-
necticut and Iowa, and even 
used to work at The Daily 
Iowan for a couple of years.

“I think there are poets 
and writers who are very 
focused on regions of what 
they are from. I think my 
work is more of collage of 
different experiences of 

parts of the country I’ve 
lived in and have visit-
ed,” Barot said. “I think I 
consider myself as a West 
Coast poet, even if my po-
etry doesn’t use the West 
Coast theme.”

Despite being a West 
Coast poet, Barot was ex-
cited to embrace some 
nostalgia in seeing friends, 
students, and colleagues in 
the Midwest.

“Iowa City is such a 
town of people who care 
about the arts,” he said. 
“Reading to the enthusi-
astic and well-informed is 
really a gift to the writer 
doing the reading. It’s nice 
to know the audience is on 
your side.”
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By ISAAC HAMLET
isaac-hamlet@uiowa.edu

Many people get into 
music because of a life-
long passion. Some know 
they want to play music 
all of their lives, some re-
alize it along the way.

In the case of Brian 
Johannesen, he got into 
music because of a lie.

In his freshman year 
of high school, one of his 
classmates must have 
thought Johannesen had 
the demeanor of a bass 
player, because, in gym 
class one day, the class-
mate asked if he played 
the instrument.

“I lied and said, ‘Yes,’ ” 
Johannesen recount-
ed. “Then he asked me 
to join his band and if 
I could play a gig three 
days later, and I said, 
‘Totally.’ ”

Getting home that 
night, Johannesen begged 
his dad for a loan and a 
ride to Guitar Center.

“He must have seen 
the desperation in my 
eyes,” he said. “[After 
getting the guitar] I fum-
bled through learning 
how to play 10 or so pop-
punk songs, and the rest 
was history.”

All these years — and 
a few more practice ses-

sions — later, Johan-
nesen will appear at The 
Mill, 120 E. Burlington 
St., on Saturday for a 9 
p.m. performance. What’s 
made him stick with mu-
sic is that he enjoys it.

“[Having a career in 
music] can be a struggle 
if you let it, but I have a 
much more laid-back ap-
proach to it,” Johannesen 
said. “I lived in Nash-
ville for four years and 
saw people tearing their 
hair out over the silliest 
things, and I decided not 
to let it bother me. Play-
ing music is fun, and if 
you’re playing with peo-
ple who think it’s fun as 

well, there’s nothing to 
complain about.”

The music Johannesen 
writes and performs 
tends to hover in the 
realms of folk and coun-
try. He feels capable of a 
wide range of sounds but 
has nonetheless devel-
oped a method to the way 
he composes and plays.

“The voice has got to 
fit right in the middle, 
kind of like it’s lying in a 
big bed of music, and the 
sounds envelop and high-
light the voice,” he said. 
“It’s not about wailing 
away on your instrument 
— and these guys can and 
will do that — but rather 

about helping tell the sto-
ry with their sounds.”

The performers include 
Jonathan Timm and the 
Bernemann Brothers 
Band. A member of the 
latter group, Ryan Ber-
nemann, will play bass 
for Johannesen.

“I just want everyone 
to have a great time and 
hopefully come away 
moved by something,” he 
said. “The whole game 
is connection with other 
humans, and if our music 
can help me connect with 
other people or help con-
nect other people with 
each other, then we did 
our job.”

Starting a career with a lie, finding success

By QUENTIN YAROLEM
quentin-yarolem@uiowa.edu

Over the better part 
of the last decade, 
Hawkeye fans of the 
Iowa City/Coralville re-
gion have come together 
with pomp and circum-
stance for one day a 
year to celebrate their 
team and their school. 
This year, Friday — the 
eighth-annual Fry Fest 
— is that day.

“At this one-day event, 
you live, eat and breathe 
our beloved Hawkeyes,” 
the Fry Fest website 
reads.

Starting at 9 a.m. at 
300 E. Ninth St. with 
the Fry Fest Blood Drive, 
organized by the UI De-
Gowin Blood Center, the 
festival lasts through 10 

p.m., when the event will 
close with fireworks. 

Other events include a 
Pep Rally, taking place at 
6:30 p.m., the High Porch 
Block party, which opens 
at 4:00 p.m. and a dis-
play featuring all of the 
Hawkeye football tro-
phies the team collected 
last season.

The festival also fea-
tures a panel of guest 
speakers ranging from 
former athletes to cur-
rent coaches. Among 
these speakers is the en-
tire 2016 Hall of Fame 
class, including two-
time Big Ten Player of 
the Year tennis player 
Tyler Cleveland, former 
WNBA player Toni Fos-
ter, Hawkeye football 
defensive lineman Dave 
Haight, golfer Sean Mc-

Carty, swimmer Kim-
berly Stevens, wrestler 
T.J. Williams, and soft-
ball head coach Gayle 
Blevins. 

After the concert, a 
statue of Hawkeye leg-
end and festival muse 
Hayden Fry, rocking his 
signature aviator sun-
glasses, is set to be re-
vealed at its new home 
on Hayden Fry Way. 

Fun and Hawkeye 
pride aren’t the only 
things the festival is 
about, though. FRYfest 
also acts as a fundrais-
er for the Fourth of July 
celebrations put on by 
the city of Coralville. All 
of the proceeds from the 
concert and beverage gar-
den go toward the fund. 

Fry Fest is one in a long 
line of Hawkeye tradi-

tions celebrating Hawk-
eye sports. Over the past 
seven years, the event 
has gone from a small, 
one-time festival to an 
annual tradition drawing 
more than 15,000 attend-
ees last year. 

While the 15,000 at-
tendees are impressive, 
nothing, perhaps, is more 
so than the festival’s 
2010 Guinness World 
Record for the largest 
Hokey Pokey, in which 
7,384 people danced 
their hearts out. 

“If your heartbeat es-
calates every time you 
hear ‘Back in Black’ by 
ACDC,” the site reads. 
“[If] black and gold 
clothing is part of your 
primary wardrobe, or 
you simply love cheer-
ing on the Hawkeyes, 

Fry Fest is a must ex-
perience for you.”

Fry your mind in celebrations this weekend

Fry Fest
When: 9 a.m. Friday
Where: 300 E. Ninth St., 
Coralville
Cost: Free

How one gym-class fib set folk musician Brian Johannesen on the path to his future career.

Brian Johannesen
When: 9 p.m. Saturday
Where: The Mill, 120 E. 
Burlington
Cost: $5

The eigth annual Fry Fest offers Iowa citizens a chance to revel in Hawkeye history.

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

TO SEE JOHANNESEN 
PERFORM FOR A MISSION 

CREEK AFTERHOURS 
SESSION

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

FOR MORE CONTENT, IN-
CLUDING A PERFORMANCE 
BY THE Q BROTHERS AND A 
READING BY ZIMBABWEAN 

AUTHOR NOVIOLET BU-
LAWOYO.
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By ALEX KRAMER
alexandria-kramer@uiowa.edu

An introverted mind 
can lead to great things, 
its cogs eternally crank-
ing out something new, 
ghastly, or even brave. 
This is certainly the 
case for Hannah Pittard, 
the acclaimed novelist 
who recently read from 
her new novel, Listen to 
Me, at Prairie Lights.

From an early age, she 
unearthed what a wall-
flower of a child could 
do walking through her 
or his head.

“I was never lone-
ly when I was making 
things up and putting it 
on paper,” she said.

With numerous ac-
colades — including a 
recent New York Times 
Book Review  “Editor ’s 
Choice” distinction for 
Listen to Me  — 
it  is safe to say 
Pittard con-
tinues to l ive 
up to them in 
her work.

Listen to Me, 
in which a pho-
bia of technolo-
gy spars with a 
fear of people, 
reflects Pit-
tard’s aversions.

“It’s about 
a couple, and 
they’re in crisis,” she 
said. “One of them is 
scared of technology, 
one of them is scared of 
people, and in a world 
populated with technol-
ogy and people, where 
can they go?”

The novel has been 
labeled as a thriller, 
but not necessarily in 
the traditional sense. 
Rather than roll out 
the  standard blood 
and gore, Pittard’s sto-

ry casts the spotlight 
on the manifestation of 
society’s more quotidi-
an fears.

“What I’m interested 
in, as not just a reader 
but a human being who 
has a lot of irrational 
fears herself … is not 
vampires in the shadows 
but real people in the 
shadows,” Pittard said. 
“I’m interested in real 
fears, and real dangers, 
and what is lurking out 
there. What is danger-
ous and what is not 
dangerous, in the sense 
that sometimes we are 
taught to be more fright-
ened of things than we 
should be.”

The first time Pittard 
read at Prairie Lights,  
15 S. Duuque St., for 
the release of her début 
novel, The Fates Will 
Find Their Way, the ex-

perience was filled with 
technology.

“There was at least 
one class, if not two, of 
University of Iowa un-
dergraduates who were 
live-blogging the read-
ing,” she recalled. “I 
remember just being so 
distracted by these kids. 
To me, it was like they 
weren’t paying atten-
tion, but, of course, they 
were; they were putting 
it online.”

Despite this, Pittard 
said, she looked for-
ward to reading once 
again at Prairie Lights, 
where the legendary 
bookshop’s staff eagerly 
awaited her return.

“She uses her words 
so beautifully [that] the 
language sort of unfolds 
the story in your mind 
like a dream,” said Prai-
rie Lights event coordi-
nator Kathleen John-
son. “She is the ideal 
writer to host, because 
not only is her work re-
ally good, she’s just a 
well-above-average hu-
man. She’s the kind of 
author who is here to 
see us as much as we 
are here to see her. ”

Pittard said she holds 
a genuine place in her 
heart to do readings, 
comparing herself with 
the likes of Jimmy Fal-

lon in the sense 
that they both re-
fuse to take their 
jobs and opportu-
nities for granted. 
She said the reali-
ty of her luck is not 
lost on her, howev-
er hard she worked 
to get here.

“Especially after 
months and some-
times years, some-
times many years 
working on one 

project, getting to go 
to a reading is a gift,” 
she said. “It brings me 
pleasure to get to talk 
to people and not just to 
talk about myself. I love 
hearing the ways that 
art might make peo-
ple think differently or 
writers articulate some-
thing they’ve felt but 
never been able to put 
words to. There could be 
two people in the audi-
ence, I’ll want to go.”

Nothing to fear but 
just about everything

What I’m interested in, 
as not just a reader but a 
human being who has a lot 
of irrational fears herself 
… is not vampires in the 
shadows but real people in 
the shadows.

- HANNAH PITTARD, novelist. 

FOLLOW
US ON 
TWITTER

@DailyIowanArts



THE DAILY IOWAN      DAILYIOWAN.COM     THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 20166B 80 HOURS

By ISAAC HAMLET, GRACEY 
MURPHY, AND QUENTIN 
YAROLEM
isaac-hamlet@uiowa.edu,gracey-murphy@
uiowa.eduQuentin-yarolem@uiowa.edu

Music
With the recent ap-

pearance of the Blake 
Shelton-led Back Porch 
Revival concert, the 
2016-17 school year is 
shaping up to be one of 
the most musically ac-
tive in recent history. 

The fall semester will 
feature Iowa City tradi-
tions, such as the free 
Homecoming Concert 
on the Pentacrest fea-
turing Simple Plan and 
Wavves, and the second 
Witching Hour Festival, 
set to showcase NE-HI, 
Jlin, and Pussy Riot. 
Crucially, however, the 
Russian punk outfit will 
be, instead of perform-
ing, taking part in a 
conversation with music 
critic Jessica Hopper. 

The popular Atlan-
ta-born rapper Waka 
Flocka Flame will play 
on Oct. 10 at the Blue 
Moose, 211 Iowa Ave. 
The concert falls in line 
with the Blue Moose’s 
tradition of bringing 
high-profile hip-hop 
acts to Iowa City.  
The veteran country 
artist Pat Green is will 
play at the First Avenue 
Club on Friday. Green 
has been in the music 
industry for more than 
20 years, and he is best 
known for his song “I 
Like Texas,” the Texas 
Rangers’ victory song.

Also coming to the 
Blue Moose is the hit 
pop-rock band Summer 
Set. The band will come 
through Iowa City on 
Oct. 26, and it appeaers 
to be one of the most 
commercially popular 
bands to play in town. 

With the plethora of 
talent pouring through 
Iowa City this year, it’s 
bound to be a great time. 
The diverse music rang-
es from the Southern 
hip-hop that Waka Floc-
ka Flame brings to the 
feminist/political punk 
rock that Pussy Riot 
brings, and it is one of 

the many reasons that 
Iowa City remains a 
Midwestern culture hub. 

Theater
Theater allows ac-

tors, playwrights, direc-
tors, and many others 
to share their personal 
stories. Whether it be in 
the script or the lights, 
each individual contrib-
utes art to share with 
the audience. 

In Iowa City, theater 
is particularly promi-
nent. Groups such as 
Iowa City Community 
Theater, City Circle Act-
ing Company, UI The-
ater Department, Young 
Footliters, and Dream-
well Theater put on a 
plethora of shows. An-
other well-known the-
ater in Iowa City is the 
Englert, where various 
comedy, music, and the-
ater shows take place.

However, this year, 
the renowned Hanch-
er Auditorium will re-
open, with a grand sea-
son planned. Much like 
the Englert, Hancher 
hosts all forms of art 
on its stage. 

To start off a new 
season, Community 
Theater will showcase 
You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown the sec-
ond and third weekends 
of September. This pop-
ular show is one to look 
for, and kids can come 
out for the fun, too. 

Another interesting 
show from the UI The-
ater Department is Hip 
Hop Julius Caesar, per-
formed and directed by 
the Q Brothers, a Chica-
go-based group known 
for transforming classic 
texts into rapped vers-
es. The show will open 
Sept. 29 and will have 
many showings through 
Oct. 15. 

One more classic to 
watch for is The Sound 
of Music. Hancher will 
host the show from Jan. 
31-Feb. 5. This reputa-
ble musical is one not 
to be missed. Another 
bonus: Hancher offers 
student discounts. 

These are only a few 
of the great works in Io-

wa City this year. The 
excitement has only 
just begun, and there 
are plenty of shows to 
look forward to. 

Literature
Iowa City has long 

been known as a City 
of Literature. Providing 
a space for the art of 
writing and its accredit-
ed creations — as such, 
dozens of events are 
scheduled each semes-
ter for those who find 
themselves with the lit-
erary itch.

This semester, espe-
cially, is one that should 
pique the interest of 
book buffs, because the 
UI is celebrating Shake-
speare and his work on 
the 400th anniversary 
of his death.

In addition to the 
presence of the Bard’s 
folio, on display now at 
the Main Library Gal-
lery, events of interest 
include screenings of 
film adaptations, talks 
and lessons from pro-
fessors, and various 
performances running 
through December, all 
in tribute of the seminal 
English writer.

The influx of Shake-
speare-theme events doesn’t 
mean those with literary 
inclinations can’t get their 
contemporary fix, though. 

Prairie Lights has 
a multitude of events 
scheduled. Today, for ex-
ample, at 7 p.m., The Io-
wa Review celebrates the 
release of its most recent 
issue. Hosted by editor 
Harry Stecopoulos, the 
event will include read-
ings from Iowa City-
based writers featured 
in the collection.

The independent 
bookstore will also host 
graduates from the 
Writers’ Workshop over 
the course of the se-
mester, including Whit-
ney Terrell,who will be 
welcomed back to read 
from his novel The Good 
Lieutenant on Sept. 8.

Sean Lewis — an Io-
wa City playwright — 
will also talk about his 
graphic novel Saints: 
The Book of Blaise, il-

lustrated by Ben Mack-
ey, on Sept. 19.

The university’s fa-
mous Dey House, the 
home of the Writers’ 
Workshop, will also host 
its fair share of readings.

NoViolet Bulawayo 
will speak on Sept. 15 
about her début novel, 
We Need New Names. A 
week later she’ll be fol-
lowed up by Joan Silber. 

Then, on Oct. 20, the 
Pulitzer-Prize winning 
Rita Dove — a gradu-
ate of the Workshop and 
former U.S. Poet Lau-
reate — will appear to 
speak on her work.

As the year descends 
into its wintery death 
throes, Dey House at-
tendees will be able to 
count on the Nov. 10 
appearance of poet D.A. 
Powell to keep their 
minds and the conver-
sation lively.

And all of this is to say 
nothing of the Iowa City 
Book Festival. Running Oct. 
4-9, the festival pulls togeth-
er authors from around the 

country for book talks, ven-
dors, author panels, and oth-
er events.

Better make room on 
your bookshelf.

By ISAAC HAMLET
isaac-hamlet@uiowa.edu

The 1985 Japanese mov-
ie Ran — based on Shake-
speare’s  King Leer — will 
play at FilmScene on Sept. 
9. The screening is one of 
the many Iowa City events 
celebrating more than 400 
years of Shakespeare.

The film opens follow-
ing the killing of a boar 
who is likened to the 
lord himself; the hunt-
er then falls asleep and 
has a vision, after which 
he passes the rule to his 
eldest son, Taro. Accord-
ingly, Taro will receive 
the “first castle.” He 
himself decides he will 
move to the outer cas-
tle with his second and 
third sons staying in the 
second and third castles, 
respectively. His young-
est son calls his father 
old and foolish for step-
ping down and allowing 
the other two brothers 
so much power, an ar-
gument breaks out and 
Lord Hidetora disowns 
and banishes Saburo and 
Tango, the servant who 
tried to defend him.

One of the lords vis-
iting his father follows 
Saburo and tells him 
and his manservant how 
much he admires the 
way they stood up to the 
old lord. He then invites 
the exiled prince to mar-
ry his daughter.

Paranoia begins to seep 
into the old lord’s mind as 
he sees his son do what he 
feels is needed to assert 
his authority. One of these 
precautions include sign-
ing a contract in blood that 
essentially states every-

thing Hidetora said when 
announcing his son’s new 
rule. Offended, the retired 
ruler storms out.

The advisers of the 
second son, Jiro, advise 
him to usurp Taro and 
his wife while the hour is 
ripe. Yet when Hidetora 
comes to his second son, 
he soon finds himself 
again cast out.

Disenfranchised, the 
old lord and his band ex-
ile themselves and begin 
raiding villages to survive.

Shots of clouds fill the 
film (especially in the 
first half), getting pro-
gressively darker, larger, 
and more imposing — an 
on-the-nose metaphor 
that is none the less ef-
fective as we see a pic-
turesque countryside 
gradually drenched in 
blood and war.

The set pieces through the 
film create the scale of most 
modern blockbusters with 
none of plastic CGI soldiers 
who are most often found 
marching toward tedium. The 
dozens of deaths that tend to 
grow desensitizing when ren-
dered with computer effects, 
the seams and imperfections 
of which are nowhere to be 
seen. Yes, there are many 
deaths on screen, but they 
have more meat on them.

One battle sequence 
in the middle of the film 
offers such impressive 
staging and such an 
emotional punch, that a 
less ambitious film could 
have been built entirely 
around the scene.

And even with its grand 
battles, the film still fo-
cuses on the characters 
that have to live through 
the movies trauma.

Hidetora, for example, 
is a man who in many 
ways merely seems more 
well-seasoned than he 
does old. He commands 
authority even after he 
has renounced his power. 
He has no trouble plant-
ing an arrow in a man on 
the ground while he him-
self leans out the window 
of a tower. Yet, suddenly, 
in a more private setting, 
the bruised mind and 
battered psyche of the 
old man become immedi-
ately apparent.

There are occasional 
stray moments from one 
or two of the scenes that 
come across as out of 
character, but they are so 
small and rare that they 
can be quickly forgotten, 
especially when one con-
siders that when a scene 
works (which, in the case 
of Ran, is essentially al-
ways) one gets the sense 
that they’re seeing the 
best possible version of 
that scene.

The film examines what 
happens on the whims of 
those with power and de-
sire. Like with some of the 
best Shakespeare plays, 
once the end is reached, 
everything that has trans-
pired seems to have been 
both entirely avoidable yet 
all too predetermined.

It’s the kind of movie that 
lets a moment cook. It knows 
exactly how long to hold a shot 
of Taro listening to his wife 
recount her mother’s suicide. 
It knows when to show us the 
broken Lord Hidetora con-
templating life and ruin. 

It’s a film that that 
knows what it’s trying to 
say and says so in the best 
possible way.

Preview: Let your mind run wild

Lear with a twist

contributed



THE DAILY IOWAN      DAILYIOWAN.COM     THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2016 7B



• First Folio, The Book That Brought Us Shakespeare Exhibition, 
Main Library Gallery 
• Shakespeare Redesigned Exhibition, Main Library Special 
Collections, third floor
• Iowa City Foreign Relations Council Luncheon, Chris-
topher Roy, noon, Congregational Church, 30 N. Clinton
• Study Abroad 101, 12:30 p.m., W401 Pappajohn Business 
Building
• Iowa Youth Writing Project Undergrad Info Session, 5:30 p.m., 
40 Schaeffer
• UI Environmental Coalition New Members Meeting, 6 p.m., 335 
IMU
• Iowa Youth Writing Project Graduate Info Session, 

6:30 p.m., 40 Schaeffer
• “Live From Prairie Lights,” Iowa Review, 7 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 
S. Dubuque
• Shakespeare at Iowa film screening, Rosencrantz & 
Guildenstern Are Dead, 7 p.m., Iowa City Public Library 
Meeting Room A, 123 S. Linn
• Neighbors 2,  8 & 11 p.m., IMU Illinois Theater
• The Conjuring 2, 8 & 11 p.m., IMU Iowa Theater

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Thursday, September 1, 2016 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes

8B

Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Be disciplined, and stay on top of what’s 
going on at work as well as your personal finances. Interviews, negoti-
ations, and signing contracts are all favored. Celebrate with someone 
you love. Romance will improve your personal life.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Live and learn. You will face a difficult deci-
sion about how to best help others and at the same time support your 
interests. If someone puts pressure on you, head in a different direction.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Proceed with caution. Listen carefully, and 
keep your distance from anyone who is looking for a fight. Moderation, 
practicality, and minding your own business will allow you to focus on 
personal discipline and improvements instead of wasting your time 
fending off criticism.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Good things will come to those who have 
patience and tolerance and are willing to work diligently toward goals. 
Your tenacity and practical input will pay off when dealing with part-
ners or groups. Protect against health hazards and minor mishaps.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Keep an open mind, but don’t fold under pres-
sure. You’ll face controversy and might be offered iffy information from 
someone who is trying to get you to part with your hard-earned cash. 
Invest in yourself, not someone else. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Express your concerns and listen to sugges-
tions. The interaction between you and someone you respect will help 
you resolve a pending issue. Don’t take on responsibilities that don’t 
belong to you. Let your intuition guide you.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Good fortune is heading your way. Update 
your look, and put your best foot forward. You’ll make a good impres-
sion if you are a self-starter. Being willing to put in the hours and finish 
what you start. You’ll be recognized and rewarded.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Don’t let someone from your past ruin 
what you’ve worked so hard to build. Temptation will lead to trouble. 
Stay focused on what you want, not what someone else is trying to get 
you to do. Perseverance will pay off. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Live and learn. Don’t be fooled by 
someone who is offering you something unrealistic. Take a step 
back, and learn from experience before you make the same mistake 
again. You’ll avoid poor habits and influences if you are disciplined 
and courageous. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Your insight into future trends will help 
you make wise choices. Fixing up your home or making a move that will 
raise your standard of living will encourage you to keep working hard 
and enjoying the benefits of your labor. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Invest in personal growth. Putting a dis-
ciplined regimen in place will help you make your way to the winner’s 
circle. Celebrating your hard work with someone you love will make 
your efforts worthwhile. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Emotional deception will set in when deal-
ing with relationships and your responsibilities to others. Do your best 
to honor promises, but don’t take on unreasonable tasks. Try to keep 
your balance and avoid arguments.

We hold these truths to 
be self-evident (and a 

little nerdy):

• Hello, my name is Bat-
man, and I receive support 
and advice in real time 
through a communications 
hub built conveniently into 
my mask. You may reach 
me by shining a huge spot-
light into the sky.

• For a noble caste of 
acrobatic space warriors 
wielding laser swords, the 
Jedi sure do seem to have a 
habit of running away from 
their problems and living 
like hermits.

• That Gonzo gets the 
“Three French Hens” lyr-
ic in the Muppets’ version 
of the “Twelve Days of 
Christmas” is both the-
matically appropriate 
and disgusting. You just 
know he banged all three 
of those chickens in the 
green room earlier. 

• It’s about time for a 
new live-action Flintstones 
movie, and for the cast, may 
I just suggest Jenny Slate 
(Betty), Emma Stone (Wil-
ma), Sam Rockwell (Bar-
ney), and the Rock (Fred).

• Bert the Chimney 
Sweep probably died of 
scrotal cancer.

 

Andrew R. Juhl just 
spent five minutes read-
ing about “soot wart” on 
Wikipedia.

I don’t need a friend who changes when I change and who nods when I nod; my shadow 
does that much better.

— Plutarch 

KRUI  
     programming

THURSDAY
8 A.M.-9 THE MORNING
9 NEWS AT NINE
10-11 TITLE TK
11-12 PIPPIN TALK
12 NEWS AT NOON
12:30PM-1 FULL COURT PRESS
1-2 CENTER ICE
2-3 FACE OFF
3-4 DJ TRAINING
4-5 BEAT ME UP
5-6 NEWS AT FIVE
6-8 THE B-SIDE
8-10 HYPE NATION
10-12 A.M. HALF WAY THERE
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