
By KASRA ZAREI
kasra-zarei@uiowa.edu

The “Ice Bucket Chal-
lenge” has funded a 
major research finding 
related to amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis, also 
known as Lou Gehrig’s 
disease, according to a 
recent report published 
in Nature Genetics.

At least 17 million 
people have partici-
pated nationally in the 
ALS Ice Bucket Chal-
lenge since two years 
ago, raising an esti-
mated $115 million.

While the social-me-
dia phenomenon was 
criticized for being a 
fad in which most par-
ticipants did not know 
what Lou Gehrig’s dis-
ease is, two years later, 
the effort has funded a 
major finding.

A recently published 
study conducted by more 
than 80 researchers 
spanning 11 countries 
identified an association 

of the NEK1 gene with 
Lou Gehrig’s. In the 
study, variants of NEK1 
gene, as well as several 
other genes character-
ized in previous stud-
ies, are associated with 
increased susceptibility 
to the dis-
ease.

T h e 
f i n d i n g 
f u r t h e r 
links the 
p a t h o l o -
gy of the 
d i s e a s e 
to path-
ways in-
volved in 
DNA-dam-
age response and main-
tenance of neuronal pro-
cesses. 

The work has excit-
ed researchers in the 
field, including Andrew 
Pieper, a University of 
Iowa professor of psy-
chiatry and neurology, 
whose work focuses on 
studying neuroprotec-
tive compounds with ap-

plications to the disease.
“The reported asso-

ciation is an exciting 
finding, both scientif-
ically and for the fact 
that it was enabled by 
a massive socially driv-
en fundraising effort in 
a time when traditional 
sources of funding for 
scientific research have 
become more difficult to 
secure,” Pieper said.

Besides providing 
new, important insights 
concerning the genet-
ic basis of the disease, 
the discovery funded 
by the Ice Bucket Chal-
lenge provides anoth-
er potential target for 
therapy development 
for such patients.

Weam Shahin, a UI 
postdoctoral scholar, 
said that among the key 
challenges in the treat-
ment of the disease is 
the late identification 
of patients.

“By the time paralysis 

50¢DAILYIOWAN.COMMONDAY, AUGUST 1, 2016 THE INDEPENDENT DAILY NEWSPAPER FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA COMMUNITY SINCE 1868

WEATHER
HIGH
84  

LOW
70

Partly to mostly cloudy, breezy, 50% 
chance of rain/T-storms.

• SCAN THIS CODE
• GO TO DAILYIOWAN.COM
• WATCH UITV AT 9 P.M.
SUNDAY THROUGH THURSDAY

DAILY IOWAN TV ON THE WEB

CHECK DAILYIOWAN.COM FOR HOURLY
UPDATES AND ONLINE EXCLUSIVES. FOLLOW 
@THEDAILYIOWAN ON TWITTER AND LIKE US 
ON FACEBOOK FOR MORE CONTENT.

INDEX

CLASSIFIED 
DAILY BREAK
OPINIONS  
SPORTS

7
5
4
8

SEE ALS , 2

UI prof recognized for 
social-work contributions‘Ice’ aids science $$$

COMING SOON TO 
A FIELD NEAR YOU.
SPORTS.

By ZACH WEIGEL
zachary-weigel@uiowa.edu

After more than 30 
years of research, advo-
cacy, and involvement in 
social work, a University 
of Iowa School of Social 
Work associate professor 
has been recognized.

Mercedes Bern-Klug, 
who is also the director 
of the Aging Studies Pro-
gram, has been awarded 
the Knee/Wittman Out-
standing Achievement 
Award by the National 
Association of Social 
Workers Foundation.

The award recogniz-
es her as a person who 
has had a significant ef-
fect on national-health 
or mental-health public 
policy, professional stan-
dards, or exemplary pro-
gram models.

“The Foundation is 
proud to bestow this 
honor upon Dr. Bern-
Klug,” association direc-
tor Robert Carter Arnold 
said. “Ms. Bern-Klug 

is a recognized leader 
and researcher on nurs-
ing home and end-of-
life care. Her work has 
been the driving force 
in advancements in so-
cial-work care for people 
who are older and has 
influenced 
state and 
n a t i o n a l 
legislation 
and regu-
lations.”

B e r n -
Klug, an 
aging ex-
pert, said 
s h e h a s 
a n a l y z e d 
and strengthened so-
cial-work service deliv-
ery and training and 
improved palliative 
and end-of-life care for 
adults who are older, say 
those in the field.

She said she is pleased 
that her award brings 
attention to social work.

“Our School of Social 
Work has really taken 
a leadership role,” she 

said. “It’s good to see 
that the work is valued.”

Bern-Klug has stud-
ied the dying process 
and written extensively 
about it, in addition to 
actively helping others. 
Social work associate 
professor Ed Saunders 
said her role as a social 
worker of gerontology, 
the study of the aspects 
of aging, has affected 
many. He nominated her 
for the award.

“She is one of the 
School of Social Work’s 
most nationally promi-
nent gerontology profes-
sors,” he said. “In her re-
search, she learned that 
most nursing homes did 
not have professional 
social workers to help 
families and residents 
manage the transition to 
nursing-home care and 
then help everyone cope 
with the new reality.

“She ‘walked the walk’ 
in providing humane 

SEE BERN-KLUG, 2

UI Associate Professor Mercedes Bern-Klug given national award.Recent study says social-media trend funded major finding.
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SEE BIKE, 2

By ADDISON MARTIN  |  addison¬martin@uiowa.edu

With an uptick in bicycle crashes and 
fatalities in 2016, Iowa bicyclers are 
urging the state to make roads safer.

Nine people total have died on Iowa roads this 
year, the most recent fatality taking place on 
July 26 during this year’s RAGBRAI. With  the 
bike tour, warmer weather, and more bikers on 
the road, the need for more aware drivers has 
become critical.

Kevin McConnell, a manager of Geoff’s Bike and 
Ski, 816 S. Gilbert St., said distracted driving may 
be a prominent factor in what may be a reason that 
this year is particularly dangerous for bikers.

“I think cycling is growing as a sport, and any-
time you have more people doing it, there is more of 
a probability of accidents happening,” he said. “I do 
have to think that some distracted driving seems 
to be a big thing.”

McConnell said some respect could fix the 
problem.

“It just has to be an understanding and patience, 
mutual respect between riders and drivers, be-
tween cyclists and motorists, respecting the laws of 
the road,” he said.

Road fatalities concern bikers
Local cyclists are looking for 
solutions to prevent road fatalities 
and accidents.

A bicyclist rides down East Jefferson Street in a bike lane on July 26.  Bike 
activist groups are pushing for more strict laws against reckless drivers in 
Iowa. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)



occurs and diagnosis is 
made, lower motor neu-
rons are already dead 
or irreversibly injured,” 
Shahin said. “This lim-
its the potential ben-
efits of therapies and 
explains the numerous 
failed trials currently 
observed.”

With the advances in 
DNA sequencing, identi-
fying these genetic vari-
ants could aid in the ear-
ly diagnosis or determine 
whether individuals are 
at increased risk of de-
veloping the disease.

“The lack of early di-
agnostic tools and the 
diverse etiology of ALS 
make it challenging 
to develop an effective 
treatment,” Shahin said. 
“Dissecting the patho-
genesis of ALS following 

the diverse contributors 
to the disease will iden-
tify the common affected 
pathways and novel tar-
gets for more effective 
therapies for ALS.”

To validate the asso-
ciation of NEK1 genetic 
variants with  suscep-
tibility  to Lou Gehrig’s 
disease, prospective 
studies are required as 
the next step to ensure 
that the proposed mark-
ers accurately identify 
future patients.

“Starting with young 
subjects carrying these 
genetic variants and fol-
lowing them to establish 
the causation of the pro-
posed genetic differences 
on the natural history 
of the disease is imper-
ative,” Shahin said. “Si-
multaneously, studying 
animal models carrying 
these human genetic 
variants will elucidate 
the role of these genetic 

variants in ALS develop-
ment and prognosis.”

Genetic variants are 
of particular interest to 
many researchers, in-
cluding Shahin, who is 
working to create person-
alized medical approach-
es for the disease with 
John Engelhardt, the UI 
Carver head of molecular 
medicine.

“Individuals carrying 
certain known genetic 
variants are more sus-
ceptible to ALS develop-
ment and more respon-
sive to certain types of 
treatment,” Shahin said.

A personalized ap-
proach to treating the 
disease is crucial in se-
lecting the most suitable 
treatment for the right 
patients early in the 
course of the illness and 
thus improving the effi-
cacy of treatment.

What is not known to 
most people is that the 

disease is different for 
every person, and per-
sonalized treatment 
and care approaches are 
needed to provide the 
maximum benefit and 
comfort to patients.

Andrea Swenson, a UI 
clinical assistant pro-
fessor of neurology who 
works in the clinic, em-
phasizes the personal-
ized approaches needed 
to care for patients.

“Our multidisciplinary 
ALS Clinic at the Uni-
versity of Iowa offers an 
individualized approach 
— our goal is to help our 
patients live with ALS,” 
Swenson said. “Our team 
of physicians, nurses, 
and therapists guide pa-
tients through the stages 
of the disease, provide 
resources and support 
for patients and their 
families, and offer hope 
through clinical trials 
and research.”

care for older persons; 
she cared for her own 
mother for many years.”

School of Social Work 
director Sara Sanders 
said she knows that 
Bern-Klug deserves the 
award.

“I’ve known her since 
the early 2000s, when we 
were both involved in the 

Harford Doctoral Fellows 
Program, and she was 
already a leader then,” 
Sanders said.

Sanders said she be-
lieves Bern-Klug’s re-
cord as a seasoned social 
worker stands out.

“I always admired her 
and looked up to her, 
because she worked [as 
a social worker] many 
years before going back to 
get her Ph.D.,” she said. 
“We are so lucky to have 

her here at Iowa because 
she is really the impetus 
and energy behind the 
national movement to im-
prove social work.”

Citing the need for 
highly trained social 
workers, Sanders said, 
Bern-Klug “is really 
changing the field by in-
creasing the visibility of 
social work.”

“Mercedes embodies 
what it means to be an Io-
wan,” Sanders said. “She 

always enters ice cream in-
to the State Fair,” plus she 
is well-versed in local coun-
ty fairs and town events.

“We need social work 
right here in Iowa, but 
also locally and espe-
cially internationally,” 
Sanders said. “Develop-
ing countries will face 
major changes as their 
populations live longer, 
and they don’t have the 
time or resources that 
we have.”

SOUL OF THE MOMENT

Elizabeth Moen plays guitar while performing inside Shorts Burger & Shine on Sunday. Moen frequently plays an indie-folk-rock-soul set at Shorts on Sunday nights. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)
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As the Iowa Bicycle Coa-
lition's petition for stricter 
driving laws states, 48 Io-
wans have died in crashes 
in the past 10 years. Half 
of the fatal crashes in-
volve motor vehicles fail-
ing to yield when passing 
a bicycle. Usually, Iowans 
see three to five fatalities 
in bicycle and car crashes 
each year, but this season, 
nine deaths have bikers 
worried.

In addition to the 
spiked fatalities, Iowa’s 
consequences for the driv-
ers in these accidents 
are not as harsh as some 
would like. Under current 
laws, drivers only face up 
to a $1,500 fine, rarely 
any jail time, and often no 
additional consequences.

Bob Wolff, the owner 
of Trail’s End Bike and 
Triathlon in Coralville, 
agrees distracted driving 
scares bikers the most and 
anyone else on the road.

“What would help 
would be making laws 
about texting and us-
ing smartphones while 
you’re driving,” he said. 
“I commute every day on 
Interstate 380, and I’m 
constantly seeing people 
using their smartphones; 
it’s a hazard not only to 
cyclists but everyone on 
the road.”

Wolff also said one thing 
bikers can do to help protect 
themselves is to be smart 
about what they wear while 

biking, especially in the 
dark.

“I wear safety clothes; I 
have a lime green shirt and 
lights on the bikes,” he said. 
“Cyclists who want to pro-
tect themselves can start 
wearing visibility clothes to 
help the drivers see them 
and also use their lights, 
both front and rear.”

Iowa City resident Ja-
son Eness-Potter, who 
bikes as his main source 
of transportation, said he 
thinks basic science is be-
hind a lot of why biking is 
so dangerous.

“The laws of man aren’t 

going to overpower the 
laws of physics,” he said. 
“I think basically the big 
problem is we have two 
different media of travel 
that operate at very differ-
ent velocities and speeds. 
When you put those on the 
pathway, you're going to 
have instances of danger.”

He also said he believes 
distracted driving could be 
a culprit, not only because 
of cellular devices but also 
from the cars themselves.

“When you look at your 
dashboard, there’s just so 
much more technology and 
so many more places for dis-

traction,” he said. “We try to 
fill every moment up with 
entertainment, and it keeps 
our minds elsewhere, not on 
the road.”

When comparing Io-
wa City with other towns, 
Eness-Potter said he be-
lieves the best way to stop 
the fatalities is to create a 
separate roadway for bikes. 
He compares sharing the 
road to sharing the prairie 
with bison — it’s not an is-
sue of awareness but one of 
size and spacing.

“I think it’s more of an 
infrastructure issue than a 
law issue,” he said.

A bicyclist approaches a crosswalk on East Jefferson Street on July 26.  Bike-crash fatalities have increased in Iowa. 
(The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)
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Turkey President Erdogan reins in military 
By CINAR KIPER & ELENA 
BECATOROS
Associated Press

ISTANBUL  — Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan issued a new presi-
dential decree Sunday that 
introduced sweeping chang-
es to Turkey’s military in 
the wake of a July 15 failed 
coup, bringing the armed 
forces further under civilian 
authority.

The decree, the third is-
sued under a three-month 
state of emergency declared 
after the attempted coup, 
gives the president and 
prime minister the authority 
to issue direct orders to the 
commanders of the Army,  
Air Force, and Navy.

It also announces the dis-
charge of 1,389 military per-
sonnel, including Erdogan’s 
chief military adviser, who 
had been arrested days after 
the attempted coup, the Chief 
of General Staff’s chargé d’af-
faires, and the Defense minis-
ter’s chief secretary.

The changes are part of a 
broad crackdown in the after-
math of the abortive putsch, 
which Erdogan blames on of 
U.S.-based cleric Fethullah 
Gulen, who, he charges, was 
behind the coup. Gulen, who 
lives in self-imposed exile in 
Pennsylvania, denies any 
knowledge of the attempt to 
overthrow the government.

Authorities have contin-
ued to search for army per-
sonnel suspected of partici-
pation in the failed coup.

A night-time operation out-
side the Aegean resort town 
of Marmaris in the early 
hours of today captured nine 
people suspected of being 
part of a group that raided a 
hotel at which Erdogan had 
been staying during the coup.

A government official, 
speaking on the condition of 
anonymity in line with reg-
ulations, said gunfire was 
exchanged during the opera-
tion and that three suspects 
were still on the run. Televi-
sion footage showed armed 
forces running through for-
est roads while a helicopter 
hovered overhead.

Erdogan had been on va-
cation in Marmaris when 
the coup occurred. A group of 
soldiers who raided his hotel 
in an attempt to capture or 
kill him is believed to have 
missed the president by an 
hour or less.

The night-time operation 
used drones and helicopters 
to pinpoint the location of the 
men, the official said, adding 
that authorities had been noti-
fied by a group of local villagers 
who had been hunting boars.

Apart from apprehending 
those who directly partici-
pated in the putsch, the gov-
ernment has sought to crack 
down on those suspected of 

being members of Gulen’s 
movement and has been 
bringing the military under 
increasing civilian control.

Sunday’s presidential de-
cree puts the military com-
mands directly under the 
Defense Ministry, puts all 
military hospitals under the 
authority of the Health Min-
istry, and also expands the 
Supreme Military Council 
— the body that makes deci-
sions on military affairs and 
appointments — to include 
Turkey’s deputy prime min-
isters and its Justice, For-
eign, and Interior ministers.

It also shuts down all 
military schools, academies, 
and non-commissioned offi-
cer training institutes and 
establishes a new national 
defense university to train 
officers.

More than 10,000 people 
have been arrested in the 
crackdown, most of whom 
are military personnel. 
Thousands more have been 
detained, and nearly 70,000 
people have been suspend-
ed or dismissed from their 
jobs in the education, media, 
health-care, military, and 
judicial sectors. On Sunday, 
Turkey’s soccer federation 
said every member of its 
committees had tendered 
their resignations “for the 
well-being of the ongoing se-
curity investigation.”

In an interview July 30 

with private A Haber tele-
vision, Erdogan said he also 
wanted to put the country’s 
MIT intelligence agency and 
the chief of general staff’s 
headquarters under the 
presidency.

“If we can pass this small 
constitution package … then 
the chief of general staff and 
MIT will be tied to the presi-
dent,” Erdogan said.

The package would need 
to be brought to Parliament 
for a vote.

The government’s crack-
down has caused concern 
among the country’s Western 
allies, who have urged re-
straint. Turkey has demand-
ed the speedy extradition 
of Gulen from the United 
States, but Washington has 
asked for evidence he was in-

volved in the attempted coup 
and says the U.S. extradition 
process must be allowed to 
take its course.

Erdogan has also strongly 
criticized US military offi-
cials for comments he said 
implied that the detention 
of Turkish military officers 
as part of the coup investiga-
tion could affect the country’s 
fight against ISIS.

Found in translation at the University of Iowa  
By MASON CLARKE
mason-clarke@uiowa.edu

The Translate Iowa 
Project has a different 
kind of campus envi-
sioned — borderless. A 
campus on which stu-
dents do not have to 
choose a language nor 
an ethnicity with which 
to identify. All, to the 
best of their abilities, 
would interact with 
each other regardless of 
backgrounds and native 
tongues.

The Translate Iowa 
Project is setting out 
to work toward making 
that happen.

“The idea is to create a 
logistically and cultural-
ly inclusive environment 
in Iowa City,” said Bryan 
Flavin, the president of 
the project.

Flavin, a University of 
Iowa student who majors 
in linguistics and French, 
started the project with 
a couple friends in the 
spring semester of 2016. 
Initially, the Translate 
Iowa Project was called 
the Borderless Project.

Recently, however, the 
project took on a new 
name for legal reasons.

“It turned out there 
might be copyright is-
sues [with the name],” 
Vice President Mary Ma 
said.

The project took on a 
new name, but a state-
ment on its Facebook 
page said, “We still aim 
to remain borderless.”

The project would like 
to help create a bor-

derless community in a 
number of facets begin-
ning this fall.

“Right now, we are in 
the process of developing 
an online site,” Flavin 
said. “The idea, starting 
in September, is to take 
submissions on our site.”

The website will accept 
submissions for poems, 
short stories, and essays 
in any language from 
anywhere in the world. 
The Translate Iowa Proj-
ect staff will then trans-
late the pieces into other 
languages.

The Internet is not the 
only medium the proj-
ect will take on to reach 

out. Starting Aug. 24, the 
project will have its own 
show on 89.7 KRUI every 
week.

“[We will] broadcast 
a lot of world news and 
world music,” Flavin 
said. “Basically, any 
non-English music.”

The group will not wait 
until the fall, though, to 
begin its efforts.

“We made family calendars 
for Orientation,” Ma said.

Flavin and Ma 
said when non-En-
glish-speaking future 
students attend orien-
tations and are given 
family calendars, the 
calendars are far from 

convenient for them. The 
project worked with UI 
Orientation Services to 
create family calendars 
for students and parents 
with different native 
tongues.

The project is largely 
funded by the UI Divi-
sion of World Languages, 
Literatures, and Cul-
tures. Director Russell 
Ganim said he is happy 
with the connection be-
tween his division and 
the project.

“We want to promote 
undergraduate initia-
tives that advance trans-
lation,” he said.

As head of the division, 
Ganim said he believes 

the students involved 
deserve credit for doing 
most of the work. The 
project is doing a good 
service to the communi-
ty, he said.

“[The project] shows 
how robust diversity is 
on campus,” he said. “It 
deals not only with lit-
eral translation but with 
the community as well.”

Since its beginning, 
the project has taken in 
a number of new student 
workers. Flavin esti-
mates the current total 
project includes 15 to 17 
people, with many more 
interested who also occa-
sionally contribute.

The project leaders 

hope to see more events 
in the future.

“We’re in the process 
of getting a Translate Io-
wa movie night that we 
hope to have biweekly or 
monthly,” Flavin said.

Project leaders also 
intend to start holding 
readings in which pieces 
of non-English work will 
be read at such locations 
as High Ground Café, 
301 E. Market St.

Long-term, Flavin said 
he would like to see in-
print publications based 
on the online platform.

“We’re hoping not to 
limit this to the UI but to 
extend to the surrounding 
Iowa City area,” he said.

Supporters of Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan wave Turkish flags during an anti-coup rally at Taksim Square in central Istanbul on Sunday. 
Erdogan issued a new presidential decree Sunday that introduced sweeping changes to Turkey’s military. (Associated Press/Petros Karadjias)

A new student-run group aims to break down border barriers on campus.
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In North Carolina, 
a law imposing se-
vere restrictions on 

voting was struck down 
by a federal appeal court 
on July 29, and this rul-
ing could be considered a 
huge win for proponents 
of democracy and ra-
cial equality. The law in 
question could have been 
best described as compre-
hensively discriminatory 
by enacting numerous 
restrictions and stipula-
tions that would have ul-
timately made it difficult 
for impoverished, minori-
ty voters to engage in the 
democratic process. In 
addition to limitations 
placed on acceptable pho-
to identification, the law 
also placed restrictions on 
“early voting, same-day 
registration, out-of-pre-
cinct voting, and preregis-
tration,” which combined 
form a systematic method 
by which a specific section 
of the population would be 
disproportionately affect-
ed.  

The rationale that is 
easiest to defend when it 

comes to voter-registra-
tion laws that are almost 
inherently discriminato-
ry in nature is the fear of 
voter fraud. However, the 
actual probability and 
likelihood of widespread 
voter fraud in no way 
equates to the measures 
taken to ensure that it 
does not come about, as 
was the case in North 
Carolina. Most troubling 
is that in North Caroli-
na specifically, research 
was done to find the 
least-common form of 
photo identification used 
by African-American vot-
ers, and this form of ID 
was the one lawmakers 
made into the necessary 
form of identification for 
voter registration.

While we may have 
done away with poll tax-
es and literacy tests, the 
fact remains that there 
are parts of the country 
that still see the law as 
the primary way to con-
tinue legacies of insti-
tutionalized racism. In 
a democracy, the power 
lies in the collective voice 

of the people, and as a re-
sult, there are two ways 
to gain and secure power. 
The first and acceptable 
means of doing so is by 
aligning oneself with the 
people’s intent and ear-
nestly representing that 
intent. The second, and 
quite frankly wrong way, 
is to quiet the dissenting 
voice by using law or in-
timidation as a means to 
mute unruly swathes of 
the population. In a de-
mocracy, a person’s voice 
only carries weight when 
it can be heard, and it 
is clear to see that the 
intention of North Caro-
lina’s voter-registration 
law was to deafen our 
ears.

It was no accident that 
these voting restrictions 
were put in place in 
North Carolina “in the 
immediate aftermath 
of unprecedented Afri-
can-American partici-
pation in a state with a 
troubled racial history 
and racially polarizing 
vote.” It should serve as a 
reminder to those wish-

ing to be truly politically 
active that what you don’t 
hear is just as important 
as what you can, because 
a sole voice of oppression 
can speak loudest over a 
hushed, albeit discontent 
crowd.

We would love to as-
sume that those in charge 
of drafting our laws are 
doing so with the goal of 
acting in our best inter-
ests, but it has become 
all too common for those 
in power to be more pre-
occupied with retaining 
their own power. The 
danger in this mentality 
is that at times it can be 
dependent on amplifying 
the voice of their sup-
porters at the expense 
of the traditionally mar-
ginalized and disenfran-
chised. It is not enough 
to rest comfortably in the 
notion that one’s job in a 
democratic nation is done 
once their voice has been 
heard and accounted for. 
In a democracy, one’s job 
is not done until all have 
had their chance to have 
their voices heard.
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Last month, the Demo-
cratic and Republican 2016 
National Conventions ad-
dressed recent instances of 
gun violence — from Sandy 
Hook Elementary to Baton 
Rouge — offering strikingly 
different reactions.

“How was he able to pur-
chase a gun he used to kill 
so many?” Felicia Sanders, 
a survivor of the Charles-
ton church shooting, asked 
her audience on the third 
night of the Democrat-
ic National Convention. 
Democrats have called for 
more extensive background 
checks and loophole re-
forms that would discour-
age suspected terrorists, 
domestic abusers, and vio-
lent criminals from legally 
buying guns.

In his final speech at the 
Republican National Con-
vention, Donald Trump 
painted a picture of “vio-
lence in our streets” and de-
manded increased “law and 
order.” He touted statistics 
about African-American 
children living in poverty, 
coupling “poverty and vio-
lence” as major problems 
facing the nation.

Nights before, GOP Con-
vention speaker Sheriff Da-
vid Clarke recalled recent 
shootings of police officers 
and condemned the Black 
Lives Matter Movement, 
calling it “anarchy.” And 
on the convention’s third 
night, Indiana Gov. and VP 
nominee Mike Pence said, 
“It’s African Americans who 
remember generations of 
hollow promises about safe 
streets and better schools” 
after telling his audience, 
“We will always stand with 
those who stand on the thin 
blue line of law enforce-
ment.” Always?

Not so slyly, the Repub-
lican Convention managed 
to create an abstraction of 
African Americans turned 
militant against “law and 
order,” their aggression a 
product of growing up poor 
on the streets. Being black 
and living in poverty is a 
setting in which gun vi-

olence stems, convention 
speakers suggested.

This isn’t the first time 
Trump has recklessly as-
signed blame in order to 
steer the conversation away 
from stricter gun control. 

“We have a tremendous 
mental health problem,” he 
said in January. “All they 
want to do is blame the guns. 
And it’s not the gun that 
pulls the trigger. We have 
sickos all over the place. And 
that’s the problem.”

It’s true, mental health 
and poverty must be ad-
dressed, but not as end-
all-be-all solutions to gun 
violence. Improved access 
to mental-health care is 
necessary because 1-in-5 
Americans lives with anx-
iety, depression, or another 
mental illness — which 
many people still feel em-
barrassed to admit (em-
barrassment that would 
be alleviated, in part, by 
removing the word “sicko” 
from political discourse), 
discouraging them from 
reaching out for treatment. 
That’s the problem.

America’s poor neigh-
borhoods deserve national 
attention because all chil-
dren should be entitled to 
proper nutrition and good 
schools and because no 
community should endure 
a public-health crisis such 
as that which occurred in 
Flint, Michigan. We do not 
need to address poverty to 
stop police shootings, be-
cause that attitude won’t 
fix poverty. We need to ad-
dress poverty to stop how 
poverty treats its own.

Dropping gun violence 
on the laps of poor African 
Americans or people with 
mental illnesses leaves 
behind a massive wake of 
stigmatization. Poverty and 
mental health should not 
be dragged into the spot-
light for the sake of shrug-
ging off the need for gun 
regulations. The majority 
of those living in poverty 
or with a mental illness 
will not pick up a gun 
and shoot, yet shoddy 
politics invite Americans 
to fear otherwise.

Stop the gun-
violence blanket 
statements, Trump
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Eric Gandah walks past a NC voter ID sign as he enters a precinct to cast his ballot in Greensboro, North Carolina, on March 15. A federal appeals court on July 29 blocked a North Caro-
lina law that required voters to produce photo identification and follow other rules disproportionately affecting minorities. (H. Scott Hoffmann/News & Record via Associated Press)

American waste
I came from India about a year 

ago for my master’s degree. I 
was eager to witness the famous 
“American lifestyle.” Having been 
taught conservation values since 
childhood in India, I had become 
accustomed to reducing the num-
ber of plastics and papers used.

At home, we had a couple of 
plastic bags that we would reuse 
instead of throwing them away 
after using. This might sound 
funny, but when I was returning to 
Bangalore (my home town) from 
Hyderabad (where I used to work), 
I used to collect all the plastic bags 
that I had accumulated and took 
them back home, where we could 
reuse them for other purposes.

I was eager to learn about the 
conservation values in a developed 
country such as the U.S. I wanted 
to know everything that I could 
learn about different ways of 
efficient lifestyle, but I was beyond 
shocked to see how polar it was 

from the status quo.
The plethora of plastic bags 

given away at Walmarts, the 
never-ending stream of com-
mercial mails from banks, media 
companies, and shopping markets 
(were barely ever used by me or 
my roommates and ended up in 
the dustbin even before I could 
open them).

Reducing the amount of plastic 
and paper consumption could re-
duce the level production, in effect 
reducing the amount the energy 
used to produce these products. 
This would obviously help reduce 
the amount of carbon emissions 
used to power these factories, one 
of the few movements that we 
must take to fight climate change. 
If we started this, we could possi-
bly see America not only leading 
in economy and military but also 
paving a path to becoming a 
leader in energy conservation.

Mahesh Sasidharan
Iowa City

No coal, no 
pollution

The water that we drink should 
be safe from harsh chemicals and 
pollution, but that’s not always 
the case.

Mountaintop-removal mining 
is an example of the danger to 
our water’s purity. The methods 
companies use are awful for ev-
eryone’s health, humans, animals, 
and flora. The coal that falls is 
toxic, and if it lands in water, it 
can flow for miles. The coal dust 
and affected water can also wind 
up in the air.

We must stand up to the 
companies that let pollution fall 
into the water. I think that we 
should make a place that they 
could put the waste. I think that 
putting the waste somewhere 
safe from polluting water should 
be a big priority. The thing that 
most people don’t realize is that 
we have outlawed products that 
contain lead, but we are around 

water that can have who knows 
how much lead in it.

This topic brings up anoth-
er: Instead of using coal for 
energy, we should try to use more 
renewable energy, such as the 
Sun or windmills. We shouldn’t 
let the problem of money get into 
our way.

I know middle-schoolers and 
high-schoolers make things that 
can help our world. We could 
make new windmills, or we could 
try to think of new energy sourc-
es. People think that we have 
a long time until we run out of 
nonrenewable resources, but the 
truth is, if our population grows 
at the rate it is, we’ll run out 
faster than we think. We need to 
think about not just now but the 
future. If we find more ways to 
get energy, the less we will have 
to use coal and other toxic things 
that pollute the air and water.

Keisha Vogel
Iowa City

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @DAILYIOWANOPS



• Virginia A. Myers Memorial Exhibition, 8 a.m.-5 
p.m., Art Building West Levitt Gallery
• ICON (powered by Canvas) Grades, 9-11 a.m., 2523 
University Capitol Center
• Writing Center Weekly Meeting Enrollment Pro-
gram, 110 EPB
• Lymphoma Conference, noon, C307 UIHC General 
Hospital
• Rummage in the Ramp, noon-8 p.m., Chauncey Swan 
parking ramp
• Diabetes and Obesity Talks, Julien Sebag, 1 p.m., 1289 
Carver Biomedical Research Building
• Rehearsal for The Nether, Dreamwell, 7 p.m., Iowa City 
Public Library Room B, 123 S. Linn

• Rehearsal for You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown, 
Community Theater, 7 p.m., Iowa City Public Library Room A
•  Open Mike, with J Knight, 8 p.m., Mill, 120 E. 
Burlington
• Honeycombs of Comedy, 8:30 p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. 
Linn
• Stone Sugar Shakedown, 9 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 E. 
Washington

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.
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by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Communicate, participate, and network. 
The connections you make will lead to contracts, negotiations, and a 
fresh start. Express your plans, and you’ll be given unique options to 
explore. Consider updating your look. Romance is in the stars.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Spend more time with friends and col-
leagues. Put regrets and mistakes behind you. Make amends, and move 
forward. Look for healthier ways to live; smart, fit, and focused should 
be your goal. Give your best, and you’ll get the highest returns. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Sharing secrets will get you into trouble 
with your peers and could damage your reputation. Don’t start some-
thing new when you should be more concerned with finishing what’s 
left undone. Don’t promise the impossible. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22):  Control your mood, and your day will be 
filled with passionate and productive activities. Think outside the box, 
and you will entice others to help you expand your plans. Make room at 
home for a project that could require extra hours. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Put more effort into how you present yourself. A 
couple of subtle changes will make a difference to the outcome of what 
you are trying to achieve. Don’t get angry when you should be concen-
trating on getting things done.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Don’t limit the possibilities. Look beyond 
what’s right in front of you, and consider trying something quite dif-
ferent. Ask questions, share ideas, and you will find a way to interest 
others while satisfying your personal needs.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Take care of pressing matters at home. Give 
yourself a chance to consider the best way to move forward and pursue 
your goals. Personal changes will encourage all sorts of interesting 
possibilities. Don’t be idle when you should be taking flight. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Passion will give you the drive you require 
to get things accomplished. Don’t let personal matters deter you from 
reaching your goals. If you are physically active, take care to protect 
yourself from stress-related injury. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Think before you land in a precari-
ous position. Make a motion to bring about personal changes that will 
make you feel good about the way you look or how you live. An unex-
pected gift, offering, or financial opportunity is apparent. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Partnerships will need attention. Don’t 
forget the past, but don’t dwell on it, either. Wasting time on a fruitless 
situation will not be productive. Look over contracts, and negotiate on 
your own behalf. Don’t give in to emotional blackmail.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Put your energy into your professional 
concerns. Your greatest gains will come from your ability to stick to 
whatever you are working on until the task is complete. It’s up to you to 
bring about the changes you want to see happen. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Activities that stimulate your mind and 
make you think about your alternatives will encourage you to be more 
selective, especially when it comes to the people you deal with. Sepa-
rate the hangers-on from the helpers.

We hold these truths to 
be self-evident (and a 

little nerdy)

• “Listen to Raisin” would 
be the perfect album 

name for the California 
Raisins comeback.

• No production of Cats 
should ever have last lon-

ger than nine shows.

• If you’re going so far as 
to actually call the ele-

ment in your science-fic-
tion movie “unobtainium” 

(I’m looking at YOU, 
James Cameron), then 
take the gag to its real 
extreme and call your 

element something like 
“handwavium,” “impossi-
bilium,” or “bullshitite.”

• Raphael was not “cool 
but rude,” he was cool 

AND rude — though he 
was way more cool than 

rude.

• It’s more-than-a-little 
weird that, as a society, 
we have an expectation 
that women paint their 

faces each day.

• If you were to create a 
superhero today named 
either “Superman” or 

“Batman” — people would 
scoff at how stupid those 

names sound.

I believe that if one can experience diversity, touch a variety of its people, laugh at its craziness, distill wisdom from its tragedies, and attempt 

to synthesize all this inside oneself without going crazy, one will have earned the right to call oneself ‘citizen of the United States.’
— James Alan McPherson, in The Atlantic, 1981(Sept. 16, 1943-July 27, 2016)

Andrew R. Juhl thanks many friends 
and many beers for the material in 

today’s Ledge.

KRUI  
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4-5 MONDAY BS
5-6 NEWS AT FIVE
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10-11 THE KGB
11-1 A.M. NIC @ NIGHT



make ridiculous things 
look easy. He’s not com-
pletely fluid in all his 
movements yet, but he 
was also basically play-
ing a pickup game, and 
it’s impossible to judge 
how he’ll look in a real 
offensive set piece.

    Want another reason 
to be excited about Cook? 
Look no further than his 
willingness to step be-
hind the arc. He’s very 
confident and was quot-
ed as being confident 
enough to shoot from 
anywhere on the floor. 
While it’s safe to say 
he probably won’t take 
28-footers like Steph 
Curry, a solid stretch-4 
will be huge in Hawk-
eye head coach Fran Mc-
Caffery’s offense.

Defensively, Cook isn’t 
bad, either, and will 
probably have a cou-
ple blocks this season 
that will leave people’s 
mouthes open. He al-
so has solid rebounding 
skills, so expect him to 
bang around in the post 
quite a bit this season.

Expect Cook to start at 
some point this year and 
with the lack of depth Io-
wa returns, it’ll probably 
be sooner rather than 
later.

Transition buckets and 
playing fast

Even from the early 
going of the McCaffery 
era at Iowa, it was im-
possible not to notice 
how different the offense 
looked than it did under 

Todd Lickliter.
McCaffery has pushed 

for transition buckets 
and generally wants 
the team to play fast. 
Under his tutelage, the 
Hawkeyes have finished 
better than fifth in the 
Big Ten in scoring per 
game all but two of his 
six years.

Under Lickliter, the 
Hawkeyes never finished 
higher than 10th.

During Prime Time, a 
number of Iowa’s play-
ers — both returning 
and incoming — noted 
that McCaffery wanted 
to play even faster this 
year. Transition buckets 
are an emphasis, and 
while the Hawkeyes did 
do that last season, it’ll 
be even more important 
this year.

Having a true 7-foot-
er in Adam Woodbury 
slowed Iowa’s pace a lit-
tle bit over the past four 
years, which changed the 
overall game plan. Now, 
the Hawkeyes will prob-
ably start lineups with-
out a single player who 
is taller than 6-9.

That’s a huge shift. 
Iowa will certainly both 
look and play differently 
this year.

Guards, guards, guards
Like the center posi-

tion, for the first time in 
four years, there’s not a 
lot of clarity at the guard 
position.

Peter Jok, of course, 
will start at shooting 
guard, but there is very 
little clear beyond him. 
McCaffery is looking for 
a starting point guard as 
well as backup positions 
at other spots.

It seems sophomore 
Christian Williams 
and redshirt freshman 
Isaiah Moss are in 
line for more playing 
time, with the former 
already looking at the 
point position. Both 
players were on the 
same Prime Time team 
and spent a lot of time 

on the scout team to-
gether last season.

There seems to be 
chemistry between the 
two, and Williams’ hav-
ing a bit of late-season 
playing time last year 
showed McCaffery has 
at least a little bit of 
trust in him.

Outside of Williams 

and Moss, it gets a lit-
tle grey, but Brady El-
lingson, Jordan Bohan-
non, and perhaps even 
Maishe Dailey could 
be in for some playing 
time. Oh, and here’s the 
kicker: Jok is the only 
listed guard with more 
than a year of being on 
the team.

Everyone else is an 
underclassman.

There’s plenty of 
playing time to go 
around, and it’ll be in-
teresting to watch who 
takes advantage.

Follow @JordyHansen 
for Iowa and Big Ten news, 
updates, and analysis.

BASKETBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

Iowa’s Peter Jok drives toward the hoop around Wali Parker during Prime Time action at the North Liberty Community Center on July 7. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)
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GOLF
CONTINUED FROM 8

RUTGERS
CONTINUED FROM 8

PENN STATE
CONTINUED FROM 8

megastar during these 
past two years.

The game needs su-
perstars to consistently 
win the biggest tour-
naments for interest to 
stay high, and this year 
didn’t exactly bring 
that.

The TV ratings at the 
2015 Masters were the 
highest they had been 
in years, with Spieth 
winning the tourna-
ment. They were down 
this year, when English-
man Danny Willett won 

the green jacket.
One hundred fifteen 

million people tuned in 
last year on Sunday of 
the U.S. Open to watch 
Spieth win his second 
major of the year. Fox’s 
ratings had a rather 
large dip this year with 
Dustin Johnson winning 
his first-ever major.

Woods revolutionized 
the game when he was 
in his prime. More peo-
ple than ever before in 
the sports history tuned 
in to watch him don his 
red Nike shirt on Sun-
day of every major. When 
Woods was playing, a 
seemingly boring sport 
to watch on TV became 

must-see television.
It was the same exact 

way when McIlroy was 
winning all the time, 
and it was that way 
when Spieth was win-
ning all the time.

In sports such as foot-
ball, basketball, and 
baseball, parity is need-
ed. Teams become pub-
lic enemy No. 1 when 
it looks like they might 
start to dominate the 
game. It happened with 
the Golden State War-
riors this season. 

But golf is different. It 
needs a player to contin-
ue to build on his legacy 
each year, and that just 
didn’t happen in 2016. 

“We need that. We need di-
rection. He just said, ‘This 
is what I like, this is what I 
believe in, and this is what 
we’re going to do.’ ” 

Aside from the new cul-
ture he has instilled in 
his players, Patton noted 
that the intense workout 
from day one until now 

has formed a bigger bond 
and brotherhood among 
the team.

“When Coach Ash came 
in, he harped on our 
brotherhood more,” Pat-
ton said. “We’re going to 
be the only ones playing 
on that field, so to have 
the better brotherhood is 
only going to make things 
so much smoother and 
easier to play.”

Ash’s confidence in his 
plans for the upcoming 

season is what the play-
ers enjoy seeing. While 
Rutgers may not be a 
team of conversation as 
of now, the head coach is 
looking forward to turn-
ing that around.

With the help of already 
coaching in the Big Ten he 
knows what is at stake, and 
knows it won’t be an easy 
route to take.

“I think we have all the 
key ingredients needed to 
build upon a great foun-

dation to build upon this 
season and future seasons,” 
Ash said.

fensive linemen. Now, that 
number is up to 17.

Brian Gaia is a former de-
fensive lineman who recent-
ly made the switch to the of-
fensive line — he is now the 
team’s starting center. 

With the fewer scholar-
ships on the offensive line, 
it has been seen as some-
thing that has been holding 
the team back over the past 
few years. However, Gaia 
believes that will not be the 
case any longer. 

“I think this is the year 
that we prove that we ar-
en’t the thing holding the 
team back,” the senior said. 
“We’ve been putting in the 
work all summer and all 
winter, just grinding.”

The offensive line is not 
the only area that the team 
hopes to see improvement in. 

Both the coaches and play-
ers are eager to see how the 
running-back position will 
develop with underclassmen 
Saquon Barkley, Miles Sand-

ers, and Andre Robinson. 
As Penn State is on 

its way back to normalcy 
post-sanctions, hope sur-
rounds the team.

“There’s a lot of change 
going on, but I think with 
change brings opportunity,” 
Franklin said. “This is a piv-
otal and exciting time in our 

sport, with the NCAA, with 
the Big Ten and specifically 
Penn State. So I couldn’t be 
more excited to get going for 
this season.”

Penn State head coach James Franklin delivers his opening speech on the first day one of the Big Ten media days on July 25. In his third 
year, Franklin relished his team regaining its full allotment of 85 scholarships. (The Daily Iowan/Jordan Gale)

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @DI_SPORTS_DESK
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In some ways, we were kind of 
spoiled during the past two major 
championships of the year.

Phil Mickelson and Henrik Sten-
son’s battle across the pond in the 
British Open was one for the ages. It 
was two heavyweights of the game 
going back and forth, and it was a lot 
of fun to watch.

But at the end, it was a little dis-
appointing, right? Didn’t we all want 
to see Mickelson win one more epic 
major championship to cement his 
legacy as one of the best golfers of 
his generation? He was so close, he 
played so well, and then it was just 
one more runner-up finish.

It was more of the same this week-
end at the PGA Championship at 
Baltusrol, with Jimmy Walker par-
ring the 72nd hole of the weekend to 
beat Jason Day by one stroke.

You have never heard of Jimmy 
Walker, have you? But you have 
heard of Day, because he is the world 
No. 1, he has won eight tournaments 
in the past two years, and he has 
made more than $33 million during 
his time on tour. 

And Day was so close, just like 
Mickelson. There was so much in-
trigue late on Sunday. Walking to 
the 18th tee for his final hole of the 
tournament, Day was down 3 strokes 
to Walker. The world No. 1 ended up 
landing on the green in 2 on the par 
5 — thanks to a monster iron shot 
that he hit 258 yards — and ended 
up sinking a 13-foot putt for an eagle 
to get him within 1 shot of the lead.

That’s what we want to see at ma-
jor championships: the best player in 
the world doing things only two or 
three players in the world can do.

But then, quite anticlimatically, 
Walker parred the final hole to win 
his first major championship. 

With Walker winning, it made four-
straight first-time major winners in 
this calendar year. 

Is that good for golf? Does that 
spring the sport forward after guys 
such as Day, Jordan Spieth, and Rory 
McIlroy pumped so much excitement 
into it during these past two years?

The answer, for me, is no. Parity 
does not do the game a thing of good. 

Golf needs story lines; it needed Ti-
ger Woods dominating the field each 
and every week, it needed McIlroy 
taking over as the dominant player 
after Woods fell from grace, and it 
needed Spieth to emerge as a young 
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By MARIO WILLIAMS
mario-williams@uiowa.edu 

On Jan. 19 at 5:45 a.m. 
at High Point Solutions 
Stadium, Rutgers players 
met new head coach Chris 
Ash and the coaching staff.

Their first impression 
of him was nothing they 
expected and nothing they 
felt prior to his arrival.

“The workout was hell, 
I’ll give it to you nice and 
raw,” wide receiver Andre 
Patton said. “We really 
didn’t know what to expect 
going into that workout. 
We knew it was going to be 
hard, but we didn’t know 
it was going to be that ex-
tent, that hard. It was an 
eye-opener to all of us.”

From that frozen day in 
January to where the team 
is now, much has changed. 
Patton noted he could 
sense that Ash wanted to 
bring a different type of 

structure to the program 
while still being intense. 

Ash isn’t a stranger to 
the Big Ten one bit. Pri-
or to joining the Scarlet 
Knights, Ash served as 
the co-de-
fensive co-
ordinator 
and safety 
coach at 
Ohio State 
during the 
2 0 1 4 - 1 5 
season. Be-
fore that, 
he spent 
the 2011 
and 2012 seasons as the 
defensive coordinator at 
Wisconsin. 

Ash’s mission for the 
program this upcoming 
season is to transform 
what it once was. In fact, 
the head coach said he 
didn’t watch any film from 
the past seasons.

“I’m confident enough in 

our plan and the way we’re 
going to do business,” he 
said. “I think we can cre-
ate the type of culture that 
we want. I wasn’t worried 
about looking back. I knew 
we had to buy in from the 
players, and I knew how 
we were going to do it, and 
I think we’ve been able to 
do it in a short amount of 
time.”

His prior experience 
in the conference is what 
his players relish thus far. 
From the first day they all 
met at practice, they knew 
he meant business. Pin-
nix-Odrick said Ash had a 
clear plan right away, and 
that he didn’t stray away 
from his true identify as 
a coach and his intentions 
for the program.

“He stayed true to his 
values,” defensive lineman 
Julian Pinnix-Odrick said. 

New Rutgers coach 
has a clear plan

Iowa’s Tyler Cook jumps for the tip-off during the last Prime Time game of the summer in North Liberty on July 28. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

By JORDAN HANSEN  |  jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

Prime Time League is now over, with Cordell Pemsl’s 
(and Peter Jok’s before he headed to the Nike camp 
in Los Angeles) team taking the championship over 

Tyler Cook’s squad.
It’s the one early season look Iowa gives for its basket-

ball team, and while it’s hard to take anything statistical-
ly away from the competition, there still are a few bigger 
things that always stand out. Let’s dive in.

Cook is going to be really good, you guys
This, of course, was obvious from the first time he 

stepped on the court in North Liberty and started dunk-
ing on everyone. He’s a big dude with a good wingspan 
and displayed just about everything Iowa fans should 
want out of the highly touted power forward.

What jumps off the page first is his athleticism. Cook 
has a lot of muscle, but he’s also coordinated enough to 

Penn State comeback 
continues; roster blooms

SEE BASKETBALL, 6

No golf 
No. 1; 
yawn

SEE GOLF, 6

SEE RUTGERS, 6

Ash
Rutgers head coach

By COURTNEY BAUMANN
courtney-baumann@uiowa.edu

For the first time in 
more than four years, 
Penn State will have 85 
players on scholarship. 

The 2016 season marks 
the definitive end of the 
sanctions put forth in 2012 
following the Jerry San-
dusky scandal. 

On July 23, 2012, the 
NCAA ruled Penn State 
ineligible regarding bowl 
games for four years, took 
away 20 scholarships, re-
scinded more than 100 
victories throughout the 
school’s history, and hand-
ed down a $60 million fine. 
The NCAA also gave play-
ers the option to transfer 
schools freely and not have 
to sit out a season, as they 
normally would have un-
der the rules. 

Now, four years later, 
the 100 wins have been re-

stored, Penn State is once 
again bowl eligible  — the 
NCAA lifted those sanc-
tions in 2014 — and has 
a full roster of 85 scholar-
ships back. 

P e n n 
State head 
c o a c h 
J a m e s 
Fr a n k l i n 
said the re-
turn of all 
85 schol-
arships is 
significant, 
not only be-
cause the 
Nittany Li-
ons can more easily recruit 
players but also because 
it makes the team more 
competitive from within. 

“Obviously, our first 
year being back to the 85 
scholarships is signifi-
cant,” the third-year head 
coach said. “It’s really go-
ing to be important for the 

development of our guys, 
development of our pro-
gram as a whole.”

Franklin isn’t the on-
ly one who has noticed, 
either. 

Senior linebacker 
Brandon Bell has also 
seen the extra fight guys 
have started putting out 
on the field. 

“You have a lot of good 
athletes going against 
good athletes,” Bell said. 
“There is a lot more one-
on-one action out there 
and guys just being more 
competitive for spots.”

Before the sanctions 
were lifted, the depth at 
each position got smaller. 
That is no longer the case. 

Just one example is on 
the offensive line. When 
Franklin became the head 
coach, there were only 
nine scholarships for of-

SEE PENN STATE, 6

Franklin
Penn State head coach

Blake Dowson
blake-dowson@uiowa.edu
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CHIEF COOK AND 
GUARDS, GUARDS
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