
By CLAIRE DIETZ
claire-dietz@uiowa.edu

Pokémon Go was released on July 6, and 
fewer than two weeks later, it has become one 
of the biggest mobile games in U.S. history.

Pokémon Go is an app available for both 
Android and iOS devices in which players 
use GPS signals to interact 
with Pokémon in the real 
world as never before. The 
players may engage with 
“Pokéstops” — in which 
items can be found to help 
aspiring Pokémasters on 
their journeys — and battle 
other players at local “gyms.”

One of the most notable 
features of the game is its 
augmented reality function. If players grant 
the app access to their cameras while play-
ing the game, the Pokémon will appear jux-
taposed onto the street or table, wherever 
the player might be, as if it were actually 
there in real life.

Since its release, Pokémon Go has become 
the most downloaded app over a three-day 
period in the U.S. In addition to garnering ac-
claim from some critics and fans, it has also 
attracted a good deal of criticism for the pub-
lic nuisances and at times violent incidents 
that have happened as a result of the game’s 
unique interface. The latest in a long line of 
disturbing incidents came Sunday, as two 
players were shot in Florida when a home-

owner mistook them for thieves.
In Iowa City, however, the response 

has been more positive. 
An unanticipated benefit for the down-

town Iowa City community is the increased 
foot traffic that downtown businesses have 
seen since the game’s release.

Iowa City police Officer David Schwindt, 
the Downtown Liaison Officer, said he saw 
quite a noticeable uptick in foot traffic. 

“It’s fairly obvious [that they’re playing 
the game], because they’re walking around 
staring at their phones,” he said. “It’s be-
come kind of humorous to watch people 
walk around in the same location,” he said. 
“At one point yesterday, I walked out of the 
new Merge space and saw 25 to 30 people 
standing on the corner.”

Nancy Bird, the executive director of 
the Iowa City Downtown District, said 
she realizes businesses need to adapt to 
the changing times.

“It’s the way of the future; augmented 
reality is here,” she said. “[We’ll] see how 
it affects local businesses … it’s really too 
soon to tell, but we’re really encouraging 
businesses to have fun with it and find 
ways to engage people.”

Bird said the Downtown District has sent out 
resources to local businesses so that they can 
better engage with the app and with customers.

“We have some of the information out 
there so people who are busy working have 
opportunities to go out and figure out how to 
make that work for their business,” she said.

Simon Andrew, the assistant to the city 
manager, said while “businesses could use 
[it] to drive foot traffic into their store” and 
“help encourage patrons to come downtown,” 
there’s something larger at play.

“It seems like it’s something that could 
build community,” Andrew said. “When 
people are getting out in public spaces 

and doing things together, [it’s] special 
for the community.”

Schwindt said the only negative aspect to 
the game he has noticed is that people are 
so engrossed in the game that they may put 
themselves in danger.
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Iowa City not poky, it goes & goes & goes

By MITCH MCANDREW and BRENT GRIFFITHS
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

CLEVELAND — Freshman Sen. Joni 
Ernst, R-Iowa, will address national-securi-
ty issues in a prime-time slot at the Republi-
can National Convention tonight.

Ernst, who is scheduled to 
take the stage at 9:36 p.m. 
CDT in the Quicken Loans 
Arena, told Iowa media 
and GOP party members 
Sunday night that national 
security has become “some-
thing of a passion” of hers.

“I’m going to take my 
voice to that stage, and 
we’re going to share Iowa’s 
thoughts on national security,” she said.

Ernst’s speech will be part of a securi-
ty-themed evening titled “Make America 
Safe Again.” Melania Trump, Lt. Gen. (re-
tired) Michael Flynn, Jason Beardsley, and 
Rep. Ryan Zinke, R-Mont., will also be fea-
tured speakers tonight.

Iraq veteran Ernst also touched on her 
assistance with down-ticket races, empha-
sizing the push for a Republican majority in 
the Iowa Senate.

“We don’t need Michael Gronstal in the 
majority position anymore,” she said, refer-
ring to the state senator from Council Bluffs.

In just over a decade, Ernst has as-
cended to senior leadership in the state 
Republican Party and now plays a pivotal 
role in state politics.

Just over a decade ago, Ernst, on leave 
from her position as Montgomery County 
emergency manager, filed her paperwork to 
challenge for a local auditor position.

Ernst to 
address 
security

Ernst
Freshman Senator
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COMMUNITY FACES 
INEQUALITY, INJUSTICE

Crowds of people gather at the Pentacrest with signs to protest against injustice on July 14. (The Daily Iowan/Jordan Gale)

YEAR THREE.
SPORTS.

Zach Dake and other enthusiasts sit on the Pedestrian Mall playing Pokémon Go on July 13. Pokémon Go is an app/game that uses 
people’s phones’ GPS in order to find characters from the Pokémon franchise. (The Daily Iowan/Jordan Gale)

Iowa City locals are reacting to national controversy.

By FARADIS LINDBLOM  |  faradis-lindblom@uiowa.edu

Members of the Iowa City community are using 
national events to continue the conversation at 
home about racial inequality and injustice.

Following recent shootings in Minnesota and Louisi-
ana that sparked national controversy about police bru-
tality, a protest was organized July 14 on the Pentacrest. 
Locals discussed the effect of these events as well as how 

the University of Iowa can work to be more understand-
ing and supportive of the black community.

Taylor Davis, a UI graphic-design student and 
one of the organizers of the event, said it was a 
good way for members of the black community 
to present their perspectives in a city “primarily 
dominated by ‘Caucasians.’ ”

“We held this event for one, to bring awareness to 

SEE BRUTALITY , 2
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the issue, and two, to pre-
vent it from happening 
here,” he said.

Davis and other members 
of the UI community said that 
last week’s rally should just 
be the starting point when 
it comes to bringing more 
awareness to racial injustice 
in Iowa City and beyond.

“As much as going up there 
and talking evokes emotion, 
at the end of the day, it's not 
going to necessarily make a 
change unless there is actions 
that follow,” Davis said.

He hopes to see more in-
teraction from college-age 
students through social me-
dia, he said, given that it has 
become one of the largest 
sources for news and opinion 
for the younger generation.

“It’s definitely import-
ant to keep talking about 
it,” he said.

UI Dean of Students Lyn 
Redington, who attended the 
event last week, said having 

conversations about the topics 
of social injustice in regards to 
the black community is an im-
portant place to start.

“I think we need to start 
having conversations, and I 
think we need to have those 
conversations everywhere 
we are,” she said. “We should 
be talking about what this 
means on this campus and 
on this world.”

Redington stressed the 
importance for members of 
the UI community to be will-
ing to ask questions, to listen 
to answers, and to create an 
environment in which con-
cerns can be heard.

“I have the ability to walk 
around and drive around and 
feel pretty safe. I also know 
that not everybody does,” she 
said. “It's not a fix, it’s not one 
thing … I think some of [the 
solution] is creating opportu-
nities for conversation, being 
willing to be uncomfortable 
in those conversations, and 
then being willing to come 
together figure out where we 
go from there.”

Brian Leal, the University 

of Iowa Student Government 
diversity liaison who also 
was in attendance at the Ju-
ly 14 event, said events such 
as rallies are a peaceful way 
for community members to 
share what they believe.

“It gives you a platform for 
folks from your community 
who are like you, who may not 
look like you, who have simi-
lar experiences, [or] who may 
not have similar experiences, 
to listen,” he said. “It's a beau-
tiful way for the community to 
come together and share.”

Leal also said stepping out 
of one’s comfort zone is key to 
beginning to understand and 
appreciate other cultures 
and the key to solving these 
kinds of problems.

“Hang out with folks who 
do not have similar identi-
ties, who do not have your 
same faith,” he said. “If we 
start there, I think we can 
break down a lot of barriers.”

One of UISG’s initiatives 
for the 2016-17 academic 
year is to increase cultural 
competency among profes-
sors through the expansion 

of diversity training. Leal 
said many institutions re-
quire professors to have 
diversity training, and 
this is one way the UI can 
become more understand-
ing and inclusive.

“I think that a lot of scholars 
in the humanities would say 
that institutions like [the UI] are 
catalysts for change,” he said.

Redington said students, 
faculty, and staff should 
focus on making conversa-
tions about, and engage-
ment in, issues such as ra-
cial injustice a part of their 
everyday lives.

“It’s a part of the lives of our 
black students every day,” she 
said. “They don’t get to turn it 
on and off. It needs to be a part 
of who are and what we do.”

Venson Curington II, who 
spoke at the rally last week, 
made this point as well.

“My expectation is when 
we are talking about win-
ning something, it’s great to 
be out here for an hour and 
a half … but these types of 
campaigns will take a lot of 
work,” he said.

While she made it back to 
Iowa in time for the election, 
Ernst filed her paperwork 
to run from Kuwait during 
her service with the 1168th 
Transportation Company of 
the Iowa National Guard. It 
was the first of a number of 
hiccups and issues for her run.

But eventually, Ernst be-
came her party’s nominee and 
dispatched the incumbent, 
who decided to run as an inde-
pendent in the general election.

It was the return of an Io-
wa political legend, though, 
who helped spur Ernst’s rise 
in the state. After a draft 
movement coaxed then for-
mer Gov. Terry Branstad 
out of retirement, the GOP 
mainstay settled on then-
state Sen. Kim Reynolds as 
his running mate. When the 
Republican wave of 2010 
lifted Branstad back into 
power, Reynolds’ Senate seat 
was vacant. A special elec-
tion was held, and Reynold’s 
friend Ernst cruised her way 
into the Legislature.

After a short time in the 
Democratic-controlled cham-
ber, Ernst was tapped to be 
an assistant leader in her 
caucus and ranking member 
on the Education Committee.

Yet once again, the Iraq 
War veteran and mother of 
three was the benefit of the 
decision of another Iowa po-
litical giant.

In late January 2013, Sen. 
Tom Harkin, D-Iowa, an-
nounced that five terms was 
long enough. The author of 
the Americans Disabilities 
Act was calling it quits.

Immediately, then four-

term incumbent Rep. Bruce 
Braley, D-Iowa, shifted his 
gaze from challenging Bran-
stad to vying to replace Har-
kin. His résumé bore the 
hallmarks of both Grassley 
and Harkin, who spent time 
in the lower chamber before 
their rise to the Senate.

Iowa Democrats quickly 
coalesced around Braley. 
But Republicans had a 
much harder time find-
ing a big-name challeng-
er. Rep. Tom Latham and 
Steve King passed. Iowa’s 
highest elected woman, 
Reynolds, also declined. 
Soon enough five Republi-
cans, including Ernst, vied 
to take on Braley.

Then in late March 2014, 
Ernst had her moment.

It was not a debate per-
formance or policy idea 
but rather a hooky home-
spun campaign ad unlike 
any her challengers put 
forth. With a smile Ernst 
looked into a camera and 
bragged that as a child she 
had castrated hogs.

The experience, Ernst 
joked, would make her a 
prime candidate to cut pork 
in Congress. The ad went 
viral. Two days later, former 
Republican vice-presiden-
tial nominee Sarah Palin 
endorsed her, capping off a 
month that also included an 
endorsement from the GOP 
2012 presidential nominee 
Mitt Romney. And just un-
der a month before prima-
ry night, Sen. Marco Rubio, 
R-Fla., backed Ernst as well.

In the midst of pulling 
away from the pack, Ernst 
benefited from a mistake 
that would follow Braley 
for the rest of the campaign. 
In a short video filmed at a 

fundraiser in Texas and re-
leased by a GOP opposition 
research firm, Braley criti-
cized Grassley for not hav-
ing a law degree. His lack 
of legal credentials, Braley 
said, made him unfit to 
chair the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, a job Grassley 
was in line to take if Repub-
licans retook the Senate.

Fast-forward to election 
night and once again Dem-
ocrats confronted a mid-
term Republican wave. The 
GOP expanded its House 
majority to historic num-
bers and ousted Democrats 
from control of the Senate. 
Congress was back in Re-
publican hands, and Ernst 
was the first woman Io-
wans elected to Congress.

As the new Senate ma-
jority set to work, Ernst 
was right in the middle 
of the story. Soon, she 
was tapped to give the 
party’s response to Presi-
dent Obama’s State of the 
Union address and then 
oversaw the Senate’s de-
bate over completing the 
Keystone XL Pipeline.

The first female combat 
veteran to serve in the Sen-
ate, Ernst was catapulting 
to the top of her party. Ex-
tolling her experience, Ernst 
gave her maiden speech 
in the Senate on veteran’s 
mental-health care and 
sought to make veterans 
the centerpiece of her work 
in the chamber. As a mem-
ber of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, Ernst 
has also become a voice in 
party’s discussion on foreign 
policy, a topic she will ad-
dress tonight.

In the summer of 2015, 
party leadership put Ernst 

forth to be the face of a de-
bate, this time over federal 
funding of Planned Parent-
hood. Anti-women’s choice 
activists had released vid-
eos online, which were 
later found to be heavily 
edited and deeply mislead-
ing, that claimed to show 
Planned Parenthood offi-
cials selling fetal tissue — 
a federal crime.

Tapping into her national 
fame, Ernst decided to hold 
a presidential cattle call in 
the summer before Iowa’s 
first-in-the-nation caucuses. 
Seven GOP hopefuls spoke 
to the Iowa crowd with the 
backdrop of a barn behind 
them. But Ernst stole the 
show when she led a con-
tingent of riders on her 
Harley Davidson.

While ultimately deciding 
not to endorse anyone during 
the presidential campaign, 
Ernst’s profile was so high 
that just weeks ago she 
was being considered to be 
her party’s vice-presiden-
tial nominee and running 
mate with businessman 
Donald Trump.

But Ernst announced 
that she would remain in 
the Senate.  She may just 
be a freshman in the Sen-
ate, but once again this eve-
ning, Ernst will be on the 
national stage.

Follow The Daily Iowan’s 
Ethics and Politics Initiative 
(@DIpolitics) to keep up with 
the Iowa delegation at the 
Republican National Con-
vention in Cleveland.

EPI reporter Brent Grif-
fiths (@BrentGriffiths) con-
tributed to this story from 
Iowa City.

“We have not had any inju-
ries yet, thankfully,” he said. 
“I have seen a couple people 

have honked at because they 
stepped off the curb into the 
street without looking to see 
if it was safe to cross. I have 
asked people to keep an eye 
on the pedestrian signals as 
they are walking around.”

Schwindt also offered 
further advice to playing 
Pokémon Go safely.

“The focus has to be on the 
phone, but it’s always im-
portant to be aware of your 
surroundings,” he said. “Be 

aware of your surroundings, 
who’s around you. If you’re 
traveling to other parts of 
town you don’t normally go 
to, or it’s after dark, the bud-
dy system and playing with 
a friend is a great idea.”

CLEAR AS CRYSTAL

Crystal City perform on the Pedestrian Mall during the Friday Night Concert Series on July 15. The Iowa City five piece played a heartland rock ’n’ roll style set before Death Valley 
Welcome Center. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)
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By ANA BARRETT
anastasia-barrett@uiowa.edu

J.P. Claussen describes 
his path that led to run-
ning for the Iowa City 
School Board in the coming 
special election an “unlike-
ly chain of events.”

After working in the 
School District for 10 years 
and being heavily involved 
with the teachers’ union, 
Claussen left the district 
in 2014 to begin work-
ing at University of Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics. 
Despite changing career 
paths, Claussen said he’s 
still passionate about con-
cerns in the district.

The decision regarding 
high school boundaries 

was a factor in board mem-
ber Tom Yates’ resignation, 
prompting Claussen to 
pursue the vacant seat.

“When he left, I knew 
that we needed a teacher 
on the board,” Claussen 
said. “Nobody else was go-
ing to step forward to run 
for this race with teaching 
experience.” 

After Yates’ unexpect-
ed resignation on May 13, 
officials announced there 
would be a special election 
to fill the vacancy. The elec-
tion will take place Tues-
day, and the newly elected 
member will hold the posi-
tion for three years.

Claussen said one of his 
strengths as a candidate 
is his background work-

ing in special education. 
He said he does not think 
special-education students 
have been receiving proper 
services. 

C l a u s s -
en said he 
thinks this 
is because 
the admin-
i s t r a t i o n 
hinders ser-
vices that 
special-edu-
cation stu-
dents need. 

“As a special-education 
teacher, I’ve known about 
these things, and now that 
I have talked to many more 
parents and teachers in the 
district, it’s pretty clear that 
this has been going on pur-

posely for a very long time,” 
he said. “It’s become a main 
issue for a lot of people.”

School Board member 
Phil Hemingway said with 
the new board, it will be  
important to have someone 
with teaching experience 
to add perspective.

“[Claussen] is a spe-
cial-education instructor, 
and we’ve got real issues 
with special education in 
the district,” Hemingway 
said. “It’s a very special-
ized area, and there are 
a lot of regulations and 
things that are only pars-
ing small segments, so 
having that background 
allows him to understand 
exactly what’s going on.”

Karen Nichols, a local 

activist and writer, said 
she thinks the candidates 
running for School Board 
are great and all are in fa-
vor of integrated schools. 
She said all three candi-
dates merely differ on the 
most effective, sustainable, 
and equitable methods to 
achieve that goal. 

“There are a variety 
of approaches to school 
integration, not just the 
choice they may be hearing 
about,” she said.

Nichols said she sup-
ports Claussen because 
of his background work-
ing in education.

“To me, what makes 
[him] an ideal candidate 
is that he has an educa-
tor’s understanding of the 

issues,” she said. “He is a 
true social-justice candi-
date who has studied how 
issues of race, poverty, and 
education intersect and 
how to achieve solutions 
that are both fair and 
sustainable. And, most 
important to me, he will 
make sure that the voic-
es of our most vulnerable 
families are heard.”

Hemingway said he 
thinks the School District 
needs a curriculum for 
everyone.

“Kids who don’t go to col-
lege need curriculum, too,” 
he said. “We need more 
career education and voca-
tional training … we need 
to be able to find opportu-
nities for all of our kids.”

Claussen points to experience as a teacher

Claussen
candidate

By MASON CLARKE
mason-clarke@uiowa.edu

Paul Roesler is not at 
all unfamiliar with the be-
hind-the-scenes work of the 
Iowa City School Board. 
In addition to being a part 
of the PTA at the elemen-
tary-school level, for the 
last three years, he has at-
tended nearly every School 
Board meeting.

“I got to hear all of the 
issues the School Board dis-
cussed and not just the ones 
made public,” Roesler said. 
“I’m already well-aware of 
the structure of our School 
Board. I’m ready to hit the 
ground running.”

Roesler has been an Io-
wa City resident for 35 
years. He met his wife in 
high school in Iowa City 
and was a sports-studies 

major at the University of 
Iowa. Today, he works at 
the local Scheel’s as a com-
munity outreach leader and 
helps organize events such 
as “Kickoff at Kinnick.” 
Roesler has two daughters 
in Iowa City schools.

Roesler is running for a 
seat on the School Board 
following the resignation of 
Tom Yates on May 13. The 
special election will take 
place Tuesday, and the new-
ly elected member will hold 
the position for three years.

Mary Kate Pilcher-
Hayek said she decided to 
become his co-campaign 
manager because of her 
trust in him. She knew of 
him originally because he 
was always at School Board 
meetings and said he would 
often hold additional meet-
ings of his own for parents 

and teachers to attend that 
really set him apart.

“If you weren’t in all [the 
meetings], it’s very hard to 
understand where we are 
today,” she 
said. “He 
sits and in-
troduces the 
topic, then 
lets people 
talk and ask 
q u e s t i o n s 
and even 
b a s i c a l l y 
argue … 
Then when 
everyone is done, [he] comes 
back in and explains stuff. 
He knows voting history. He 
knows issue history.”

In terms of issues, 
Roesler said he has a cou-
ple key ones that he feels 
are essential to bettering 
the local schools.

“I would be in favor of 
revisiting the boundary 
issues talked about last 
year,” he said. “We’re going 
to have to pass the geo-
bond that will fund the last 
six years’ worth of the facil-
ities master plan. This plan 
would make sure all the old 
schools would get the up-
dates that are necessary.”

Roesler said in the past, 
the board has elected to 
build new schools but has 
not ensured the proper up-
keep of the older schools. 
Some of the older schools 
currently do not have air 
conditioning or are not 
wheelchair accessible.

Roesler also talked about 
the new Liberty High 
School, which will not have 
outdoor sports facilities 
when it opens, saying he be-
lieves it is imperative that 

that is tended to.
Through any issue, 

Roseler said, students 
come first.

“I’m not in it to win a po-
sition,” he said. “I’m some-
one who’s open to hearing 
from all members of the 
community, and school, 
and staff.”

Roesler said hearing 
from all the different mem-
bers of the community will 
be a large focus for him as a 
way to bring the communi-
ty and the schools together.

“The biggest thing is that 
in the time that we’re in right 
now, I firmly believe we need 
to have schools that reflect 
our society,” he said. “I want 
racially diverse and econom-
ically balanced schools.”

Samantha Karrel, a 
co-campaign manager for 
Roesler, said on top of en-

dorsements from the may-
ors of North Liberty and 
Iowa City, Roesler was also 
happy to have received a 
recent endorsement from 
another big name.

“Zach Wahls recently en-
dorsed Paul,” Karrel said.

Wahls is the author of the 
famous pro-LGBTQ book 
My Two Moms.

In light of the recent 
turmoil surrounding the 
LGBTQ community, as well 
as national racial tension, 
Karrel said, endorsements 
like these could go a long 
way for Roesler to prove his 
commitment to unity.

Pilcher-Hayek said she 
fully expects Roesler to 
work to balance the dis-
tricts and its schools.

“Fairness,” she said. “He’s 
going to look out for all of 
the students in the district.”

Roesler stresses fairness, balance in schools 

Roesler
candidate
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OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION
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Turkey faces a precarious 
balance after coup attempt

COLUMN

    In Baton Rouge, Lou-
isiana, three police officers 
were killed and three in-
jured on Sunday morning 
following the weeks of pro-
test over the death of Alton 
Sterling, who was killed by 
Baton Rouge police. The first 
instinct may be to attribute 
this to the largely fictional 
war on police spoken of in 
lieu of citing an imminent 
race war that would justify 
detracting from the Black 
Lives Matter movement. 
President Obama issued a 
statement to denounce the 
recent assaults on law en-
forcement, but in his rush to 
speak against the violence, 
Obama overlooked an im-
portant part of the issue.

In his statement, Obama 
made the usual sweeping, 
conciliatory speech expect-
ed of this country’s dem-
ocratically elected leader, 
but in particular, two of the 
statements he made were 
incorrect. The president 
stated that “attacks on the 
police are an attack on all of 
us” and that “these attacks 
are the works of cowards 
who speak for no one.”

On the surface, these 
seem like agreeable and log-
ical statements to make, es-
pecially when at some level 
it is true that undermining 
the government’s ability to 
enforce the law undermines 
the government as a whole. 
However, to unilaterally 
equate the people who en-
force the law with the peo-
ple under their jurisdiction 
is a lofty sentiment, and to 
say that misguided assail-
ants such as Micah Xavier 
Johnson, the shooter from 
the police shooting in Dallas, 
speak for no one is false.

I do not intend to justify 
the killing of police officers. 
It does not solve the prob-
lem of institutionalized 
racism through which law 
enforcement can often act 
as a vessel, but its futility 

does not mitigate the fact 
that law enforcement pro-
vides the perfect scapegoat 
for the marginalized, dis-
content, and isolated. Those 
who fit that description are 
the people similar to John-
son, the litany of white, male 
mass shooters, and “radical-
ized” home-grown terrorists 
speak for, and I would not 
say these are the people 
most likely to feel burdened 
by the loss of police life.

A Huffington Post article 
pointed out that Johnson is 
notable because he illustrat-
ed that the archetype of the 
unhinged lone shooter with 
vague grievances is no lon-
ger reserved for white males. 
There is a larger issue that 
is often overshadowed by 
attempts to find some tangi-
ble, solvable motivation.

The issue is that people 
are picking up guns and 
killing innocent people in-
discriminately, and we as 
a country waste so much 
time trying to analyze and 
dissect each individual 
motive that we fail to see 
that more often, their mo-
tives are irrelevant. 

Again, I am not trying to 
justify the shooting of police 
officers, but it would appear 
that recent bloodshed could 
do more for the progress of 
much needed gun-control re-
form than the years of sense-
less violence preceding it. 
Case in point: Steve Loomis, 
the head of the Cleveland 
Police Union and the same 
man who blamed unarmed 
12-year-old Tamir Rice for 
his own shooting death by 
Cleveland police in 2014, 
requesting open-carry laws 
be suspended and a state 
of emergency be declared in 
Ohio during the Republican 
National Convention as a re-
sult of the recent shootings. 
It appears that the shoot-
ings of children, churchgo-
ers, and all the unarmed 
black men aren’t enough to 
make the problems in this 
country apparent, but is re-
assuring in some way that 
to know that there is a line 
that cannot be crossed. I’m 
just sad to see that the line 
seems to be demarcated by a 
police uniform and not black 
skin or whether the victim 
had reached puberty yet.
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Have we crossed the 
line in shootings? 

EDITORIAL

Members of Turkey armed forces are arrested by police for their suspected involvement in the July 15 attempted coup at the courthouse in Mugla, a Mediterrenean city of 
Turkey, on Sunday. Following a failed coup against Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, his government moved swiftly to shore up his power and remove those perceived 
as an enemy, saying it has detained 6,000 people. (Tolga Adanali/Depo Photos via Associated Press)

On July 15, a coup 
d’état perpetrated 
by mutinous fac-

tions of Turkey’s military 
threatened the presiden-
cy of Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
until it was all but put 
down by the night of Ju-
ly 16 with a few isolat-
ed skirmishes reported 
on Sunday. Turkey as a 
nation represents a pre-
carious balance between 
secular and religious in-
fluences as well as the 
tug and pull between 
democracy and the au-
thoritarian tendencies of 
Erdogan. While the after-
math of the coup is still 
to be seen, the moment 
of crisis did illuminate 
the versatility of democ-
racy often overshadowed 
by the connotations as-
sociated with countries 
in which the division be-
tween church and state 
can blur.

Democracy by the na-
ture of definition is a 
pragmatic and versatile 
ideology; it does not ne-
cessitate staunch secu-
larism, although for the 
purposes of governing a 
nation consisting of prac-
titioners of numerous re-
ligions, secularism can be 

useful. However, democ-
racy simply means that 
power is vested in the 
hands of the eligible pop-
ulation as a whole, and 
as a result, the shape de-
mocracy takes in a specif-
ic country will more than 
likely reflect the popula-
tion represented.

Erdogan has had a 
long history of preserv-
ing the power of his rule 
by clamping down harsh-
ly on detractors and dis-
senters not limited to the 
press both foreign and 
abroad, leaving some to 
speculate what course of 
action will be taken fol-
lowing the blatant threat 
to his rule presented by 
the coup. The motivation 
behind increased author-
itarianism is often the 
threat of uprising from 
the constituency, which 
can be perpetuated by 
the resulting crackdown 
and thus create a cycle 
that will result in either 
forceful regime change 
or complete dictatorship. 

That said, it is inter-
esting to note the re-
sponse of the Turkish 
people in protest of the 
coup even from agencies 
and institutions critical 
of Erdogan that often 

were on the receiving 
end of Erdogan’s censor-
ship and bullying. If any-
thing the failed coup il-
lustrated, it was less the 
Turkish people’s faith in 
Erdogan but rather the 
ideology represented by 
having an elected pres-
ident in the first place, 
and it is a lesson that 
should be learned by any 
world leader on the brink 
of turning to heightened 
authoritarianism.

The people took to 
the streets to defend 
the government from 
the  military, and given 
how frequently the situ-
ation has been reversed, 
the quelling of Turkey’s 
coup should be seen as 
a victory for democracy, 
not necessarily Erdo-
gan’s regime. It would 
be understandable for 
any leader of a country 
to wish to crack down 
on the people following 
a coup, but in doing so, 
Erdogan risks weaken-
ing the force largely re-
sponsible for preserving 
his power. A shackled 
population can be ruled 
more easily than a free 
one; this is true. The 
shackles form protection 
for the government from 

the people in the event of 
a revolt, but those same 
shackles also prevent 
the government from 
being protected by the 
people when the govern-
ment itself is in need of 
protection from a threat 
separate from the gener-
al population.

A democracy’s greatest 
strengths lies in the free-
dom of the people, not 
their subservience, and 
it becomes a cost-benefit 
analysis when consider-
ing retribution against 
those in the population 
who have misused their 
freedom. Erdogan has al-
ready detained “at least 
6,000 people,” and that 
is not to say that certain 
actions must be avoided 
when quelling a rebel-
lion. However, Erdogan’s 
greatest tribulation may 
not come from those re-
sponsible for the failed 
coup. It may be manag-
ing the line between re-
storing stability and op-
pressing the people out 
of fear, which could re-
sult in inadvertently cre-
ating the ideal circum-
stances for another coup. 
Except only this time, 
the people will not rally 
to Erdogan’s defense.

Unpopularity wins 
Et tu, fellow countrymen:
A recently published Associated 

Press-GfK poll conducted July 7-11 
has reported what masses of Amer-
icans already know: the prospect 
of either Hillary Clinton or Donald 
Trump getting elected president 
leaves 81 percent of them fearful of 
what awaits the nation’s future. 

In spite of this overwhelming 
concern of a majority of Americans, 
some members in both the Demo-
cratic Party and Republican Party 
insist that their party respectively 
nominate one of these two broadly 
distrusted individuals.

Those so insisting cannot 

envision the aftermath to be 
suffered by all with the election of 
either one of these into office in 
time and circumstance in which a 
most accepted leader would find it 
extremely difficult to be effective 
and one held in as much loathing 
as either of these two to find it 
impossible.

Why would anyone want to do 
this to their loved one, themselves, 
their country, and the political 
organization via which they try to 
make a positive difference? Any 
explanation one can come up with 
will post election mean little to a 
fearful 81 percent and the half (9.5 
percent) that were most positive 
about supporting the losing can-

didate. This forms together a 90.5 
percent very ill-at-ease majority 
and leaves to most face the music 
of discontentment a remaining 
9.5 percent of party members and 
added friends that deliberately 
served up to the nation one of the 
most unpopular elected nominees 
to ever enter into office. Regretfully 
angry will be some of the less sure 
winning swing vote of c. 41 percent 
that got talked or talk themselves 
into voting for the winner out of 
greater fear and abhorrence of the 
loser. The stoking of antipathy is 
currently the major thrust of both 
campaigns; however, when the 
election is over and the loser is out 
of sight and out of mind, some will 

take time for some regrets, and it 
won’t be about not getting what 
wasn’t wanted.

Fellow Democrats and loyal 
Republicans, we might hark back 
to words Shakespeare left coming 
from the mouth of Cassius: “The 
fault, dear Brutus, is not in our 
stars but in ourselves, that we are 
underlings.” 

Thus spoke Cassius to his friend 
and fellow party member, Brutus, 
in trying to persuade him that it 
was in the best interests of the 
public to stop Julius Caesar from 
becoming monarch of Rome. What 
say we here and now when caught 
with a two-faced face-off?

— Sam Osborne

LETTERS

Marcus Brown
marcus-brown@uiowa.edu

FOLLOW OPINIONS 
@DAILYIOWANOPS



THE DAILY IOWAN      DAILYIOWAN.COM     MONDAY, JULY 18, 2016 SPORTS 5

the program from the 
ground up. It’s one of 
the banes of being in a 
Group of 5 conference, 
though new coach Mike 
Norvell doesn’t come in-
to a team devoid of tal-
ent. There’s a solid de-
fensive line to work with 
as well as a talented 
group of running backs. 
A winning season should 
be in the cards.

6) Navy
Last year was the 

most successful every 
for the storied Navy 
program, going 11-2 
and topping Pittsburgh 
in the Military Bowl. 
Replacing quarterback 

Keenan Reynolds will 
be impossible, but if a 
few things break the 
Midshipmen’s way, they 
could be in the conver-
sation for a conference 
title berth.

7) UCONN
The Huskies had an 

up-and-down season in 
2015; its offense strug-
gled against higher-tier 
competition. Defensive-
ly, however, the Huskies 
have been good, and 
that is a main emphasis 
of head coach Bob Dia-
co. This is a deceptively 
fun team.

8) East Carolina
There’s been a big 

shakeup in the Pirate 
coaching staff: Ruffin 
McNeill was fired, and 
Scottie Montgomery was 

brought in. This is a pro-
gram that historically 
has found success but 
hasn’t won a conference 
title in seven years. That 
probably won’t change 
this year, but the team 
could be headed in the 
right direction.

9) Tulsa
Listen, the Golden 

Hurricanes are a re-
ally fun team. Hon-
estly, the entirety of 
the conference is. But 
like some of the other 
teams in the confer-
ence, good offense isn’t 
always backed up by 
good defense. This is 
a problem Tulsa has, 
and the team won’t 
progress to contender 
status until they can 
actually halfway stop 
opposing offenses.

10) SMU
After the wheels 

completely fell off in 
2014 (head coach June 
Jones resigned after 
two games), a football 
team that could even 
halfway compete would 
be considered a suc-
cess. While the Mus-
tangs only won two 
games, they showed 
a bit of improvement. 
Quarterback Matt Da-
vis — a former four-
star recruit — is in his 
senior year, and the 
ball will often be in his 
hands. He’s a threat 
both through the air 
(16 touchdowns, 2,263 
yards, 7 interceptions) 
and on the ground (10 
touchdowns, 1,038 
yards, 7 fumbles). Four 
or five wins could be in 
play for SMU and pos-

sibly more than that if 
the cards fall right.

11) Tulane
If there’s one thing to 

be sure of this season, 
it’s that the Green Wave 
will run the ball. First-
year head coach Willie 
Fritz, who spent the 
last two years at an 
up-and-coming Geor-
gia Southern program, 
is very good at getting 
his teams to rack up 
yardage on the ground. 
Tulane has sever-
al talented running 
backs, but inexperi-
ence elsewhere should 
dampen expectations.

12) Central Florida
After going 0-12 last 

season, any sign of life 
out of this program 
should be considered 

a success. However, 
the Knights open with 
games at Michigan and 
at Maryland. There’s a 
bit more experience than 
there was last year, but 
don’t expect very much 
out of this team.

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

a threat returning punts 
and kicks.

King has also been 
named to the Chuck Bed-
narik and Bronko Na-
gurski Award watch lists, 
both given out to the best 
defensive player in college 
football, as well as the Jim 
Thorpe Award, which he 
won last year as the na-
tion’s best defensive back.

Beathard was honored 
as a preseason selection 
onto the Davey O’Brien 
Award watch list on Ju-
ly 14, given each year 
to college football’s best 
quarterback. If Beathard 
were to win the award, 
given out in early Decem-
ber, he would be the third 
Hawkeye to do so, joining 
Chuck Long in 1985 and 
Brad Banks in 2002.

Both Long and Banks 
finished as runners-up 
for the Heisman Trophy 
in their O’Brien-win-
ning seasons.

Leshun Daniels Jr. was 
also recognized over the 
weekend, being named to 
the Doak Walker Award 
watch list. The Walker is 
given to the nation’s best 
running back each year.

Although Daniels hasn’t 
gone a full year without 

injuries while at Iowa, he 
is slotted as the starting 
running back for an Iowa 
team that has an offensive 
line voted as the best in 
the country by ESPN, so 
an Iowa back wasn’t going 
to be left off the list.

That being said, if Dan-
iels does stay healthy, he 
could have a huge year. 
He’s built like Hawkeye 

backs of the past who 
have had success, name-
ly Shonn Greene, who 
won the Walker in 2008.

He was also named 
to the Wuerffel Trophy 
watch list earlier this 
summer, given to the 
player that best combines 
exemplary community 
service with athletics and 
academic achievement.

with Adam Cox and Ma-
con Plewa graduating at 
the end of the 2015 sea-
son, Kulick finds himself 
atop the depth chart. He 
will be in charge of open-
ing up holes for the Iowa 
running game, which 
the Hawkeyes base ev-
erything on.

He’s a big guy, listed 
at 6-1 and almost 240 
pounds. He’s also a pret-
ty athletic fullback; he 
moved to the position 
after coming to Iowa as 
a linebacker. The Musca-
tine native played mostly 
on special teams last sea-
son (because, apparent-
ly, there weren’t enough 
snaps for three fullbacks) 
but saw some action in 
the backfield against 
Northwestern, catching a 
pass for 22 yards.

Austin Hodges, 
men’s gymnastics

Hodges was a sol-
id performer for a sol-
id Hawkeye team last 
season, and he will be 

a prominent athlete for 
the team this season as 
he moves from under- to 
upperclassman.

He competed for Io-
wa at the Big Ten and 
NCAA Championships, 
placing in the top 12 in 
two events at the Big 
Tens and top 25 in two 
events at the NCAAs.

In a career-high score 
of 14.725 on the pommel 
horse, Hodges placed 
seventh overall in the fi-
nals of the Big Tens, his 
best finish at the event. 
He was also 12th on the 
high bar at Big Tens, 
with a score of 13.950.

He also competed on 
two separate days at 
the NCAAs, placing tied 
for 25th on the high bar 
on Day 2 of competition 
and 15th on Day 1 in the 
high bar.

Kaitlyn Mullarkey, 
softball

Mullarkey was a team 
co-captain as a sopho-
more last season to high-
light her importance to 
the Iowa softball team. 
She started 37 of 41 
games at first base for 
the squad, and she has 

the ability to play the 
outfield as well.

She hit a respectable 
.286 on the year, with 31 

RBIs and nine long balls. 
She did enough damage 
at the plate to make her 
an indispensable piece, 

but she earned much of 
her playing time with 
her glove at first base. 
She made only 1 error 

all year, an incredible 
stat for a first baseman, 
leading to a .997 field-
ing percentage.

JUNIORS
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AWARDS
CONTINUED FROM 8

Jordan Bohannon, and 
sophomore Brady El-
lingson might be in the 
mix to play both back-
court positions.

They’re all untested, 
though, and Ellingson 
fell deep on the depth 
chart last year.

“It’s been intense; 
they’ve been going at 
each other, we’ve all been 
going at each other,” Jok 
said. “The freshmen are 

adjusting quickly, and 
Coach likes that.”

Underclassmen simply 
will have to play because 
of the graduation of four 
starters last year, and 
there are plenty of min-
utes up for grabs. Moss, 
especially, has looked 
good during Prime Time, 
and it seems his year 
spent redshirting was 
definitely the correct 
choice for him.

If both Moss and Wil-
liams continue to take 
strides, McCaffery could 
have fun playing with 
lineups where both 

guards are 6-5 or tall-
er (Jok is 6-6, Moss is 
6-5). For what it’s worth, 
Williams seems high on 
Moss and if things work 
out, Iowa could have a 
pair of steady guards for 
the next several years.

“He’s a lot more ag-
gressive, his shots are 
looking a lot better, 
he’s developed his game 
a lot,” Williams said. 
“He’s more of a finesse 
player, and he’s really 
good offensively, gets 
out in transition; that’s 
really where he thrives 
the most.”

WILLIAMS
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Iowa first baseman Kaitlyn Mullarkey focuses in the on-deck circle during the Iowa-Wisconsin game at Pearl Field on April 17. The Hawkeyes lost to the Badgers, 3-1. (The Daily 
Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

Iowa quarterback CJ Beathard runs with the ball during the Homecoming game against Illinois in Kinnick Stadium on Oct. 10, 2015. The Hawkeyes defeated the Illini, 29-20. (The 
Daily Iowan/File Photo)



• ICON (powered by Canvas) Grades, 9 a.m., 2523 
University Capitol Center
• Writing Center Weekly Meeting Enrollment 
Program, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., 110 EPB
• Creative Writing Seminar for Helping Profes-
sionals, 9:45 a.m.-4:45 p.m., School of Social Work, 
321 North Hall
• Diabetes and Obesity Talks, Andrew Judge , 1 p.m., 
1289 Carver Biomedical Research Building
• Nephrology Hypertension Conference, 1 p.m., 
W256 UIHC General Hospital
• Ph.D. Thesis Seminar, Thomas Lynch, 1 p.m., 1-561 
Bowen

• Endocrine Fellows’ Curriculum Lecture Series, 
Amal Shibli-Rahhal, 2 p.m., E423-1 General Hospital
• Thesis Defense,  Brian Dess, 2 p.m., C29 Pomerantz Center
• Endocrine Clinical Conference, Al Zougbi, 4 p.m., 
E423-1 General Hospital
• Korean Music Series, 5:30 p.m., 200 Communica-
tions Center
• “Live From Prairie Lights,” Sandra Scofield, 
nonfiction, 7 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

today’s events

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): An emotional incident will take you by sur-
prise. Be willing to compromise and to find a way to make things work, 
and you will be the hero instead of the scapegoat. Charm and willpower 
will help you come out on top. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Take advantage of an opportunity that 
offers you the chance to try something new and learn different skills. A 
short trip will be enlightening. Invest in something that will help you 
expand your interests and financial goals. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Check your bank balance before offering to 
make a donation or spend money on something you don’t need. A con-
servative approach to whatever you do will bring good results and ease 
your stress. You can make improvements without going into debt. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Emotions will fluctuate when it comes to 
dealing with colleagues and clients. Do your best to listen and to offer 
suggestions in a diplomatic manner. Do something physical to ease 
your stress. You’ll encounter someone who will encourage you to make 
personal improvements.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Put everything you’ve got into your work, and 
don’t stop until you are happy with the results. Show some enthusiasm. 
You have plenty to gain if you are disciplined in working to bring about 
positive changes. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Be the driving force behind new projects. 
Your strength, courage, and foresight will prompt others to pitch in 
and help. Don’t give in to demands put on you by someone who is 
insecure and needy.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You’ll face opposition at home. Look at all 
sides of your situation, and make a concerted effort to show compas-
sion and understanding. If you cannot resolve matters, back away, and 
focus on self-improvement. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): You’ll do a good job when it comes to 
delivering your plans to people who can help. A short trip will allow you 
to show what you have to offer as well as discuss your intentions. Don’t 
let anyone discourage you.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): If you apply the information you re-
ceive to a job you are asked to do, you will excel. You can make changes 
at home, but don’t take on improvements or expenditures you cannot 
afford. Romance is highlighted. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Emotions will flare up if you don’t 
channel your energy wisely. Focus on what you can do to improve your 
financial situation. A healthy and safe environment will give you a base 
to build on. Check out an unusual offer. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Stay on top of any unfolding situations. 
If you are lazy or leave matters in someone else’s hands, you will have 
regrets. Discipline and hard work will pay off, especially when it comes 
to making personal improvements. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Your persuasive tactics will help you get 
you what you want. A partnership will offer more than you anticipate. 
Learn from experience, and you will develop a strong and fruitful alli-
ance with your colleagues.

These Movie Quotes Are 
Bananas

• “Nobody puts Baby in a ba-
nana.” — Dirty Banana, 1987

• “You ain’t heard bananas yet.” 
— The Banana Singer, 1927

• “Hasta la vista, Banana.” 
— Terminator 2: Banana 

Day, 1991

• “Bananas, for lack of a better 
word, are good.” — Banana 

Street, 1987

• “I love the smell of banana in 
the morning.” — Bananapoca-

lypse Now, 1979

• “Bananas? Where we’re going, 
we don’t need bananas.” — Ba-

nana to the Future, 1985

• “I have always depended on 
the bananas of strangers.” — A 
Bananacar Named Desire, 1951

• “Get your stinking banan-
as off me, you damned dirty 

ape.” — Plananet of the 
Bananapes, 1968

• “BA-NA-NA. BA-NA-NA.” — 
Banana Day Afternoon, 1975

• “One morning, I shot an ba-
nana in my pajamas. How it got 
in my pajamas, I don’t know.” — 

Bananamal Cracker, 1930

• “We will not vanish without 
a fight. We’re going to live on. 
We’re going to survive. Today 

we celebrate our Banana Day.” 
—Banana Day, 1996

Too often, we judge other groups by their worst examples while judging ourselves by our best 
intentions, and this has strained our bonds of understanding and common purpose.

— Former President George W. Bush 

Andrew R. Juhl knows where to put 
the Staff of Ra.

KRUI  
     programming

MON
8 A.M.-9 THE MORNING
9 NEWS AT NINE
11 THE LIT SHOW
12 P.M. NEWS AT NOON
1-2 OFF THE IVY
2-3 THE NFL
3-4 MISS JUNE’S GARAGE
4-5 MONDAY BS
5-6 NEWS AT FIVE
6-7 YEW PINEY MOUNTAIN
7-8 UNKNOWN ORIGIN
10-11 THE KGB
11-1 A.M. NIC @ NIGHT
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By JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

NORTH LIBERTY — It’s rare in this 
day and age to have a four-year starter at 
point guard. 

Mike Gesell got that chance for Iowa, 
ran with it, and now the Hawkeyes have 
to replace his ball-handling prowess. 
It’s a tall task for coach Fran McCaffery, 
and how he approaches the vacant posi-
tion will go a long ways toward keeping 
Iowa relevant in the Big Ten.

Right now, the No. 1 choice seems 
to be sophomore Christian Williams, 
who has looked good early on in 
Prime Time League action.

“I see myself primarily at the 1 
[point] next year, and maybe later 
more at the 2 or the 3, and just get 
out, and do what I do in transition,” 
Williams said. “I’ve been working 
with Coach [Kirk] Speraw a lot, and 

he told me that if I work on my jump-
er and ball handling, everything else 
will come.”

Williams has a good chance to be the 
next starting point guard at Iowa. He 
worked his way into the rotation last 
season and flashed potential when Ge-
sell and Anthony Clemmons got into foul 
trouble as well as in some garbage time.

He played 102 minutes last sea-
son, shooting 32 percent from the 
field and was willing to step out be-
hind the arc. There seems to be some 
rebounding and assist potential as 
well, but with the extremely limited 
sample size, it really is rather hard 
to judge any of his stats.

Williams came to Iowa as a com-
bo guard and spent significant time 
as a small forward in high school as 
well. He’s (relatively) small at 6-5, 
but that’s still huge compared to Ge-
sell’s listed height of 6-1. Williams 

also has a good wingspan, which 
will help greatly with rebounding 
and defense.

In fact, Williams looked very good 
on defense during his limited min-
utes, showing an ability to stick with 
faster players and switch without 
much of an issue. He fits well into Mc-
Caffery’s up-tempo system, and while 
the position is probably still techni-
cally up for grabs, it’s hard to imagine 
anyone else there to start the season.

“We’re still trying to learn every-
body’s game, how we jell together,” 
Williams said. “I’d say I’m more of a 
defense and rebounding type of player.”

However, Iowa obviously won’t line 
up just one guard. It would be sur-
prising to see Peter Jok at anything 
other than shooting guard, but red-
shirt Isaiah Moss, incoming freshman 

By BLAKE DOWSON
blake-dowson@uiowa.edu

Another day, another presea-
son nod for Iowa quarterback C.J. 
Beathard and cornerback Des-
mond King.

Beathard and King have been 
common names on different col-
lege football-award watch lists this 
summer, and the list got longer over 
the weekend. Both players were 
named to the Walter Camp Player 
of the Year watch list on July 15. 
Considering there are only 40 play-
ers named on the list, it is quite 
impressive Iowa has two players 
included. King was one of the five 
finalists for the award a year ago.

The Detroit native was also named 
to the Paul Hornung Award watch 
list on July 15, an award given out 
annually to the most versatile player 
in college football. Although King’s 
interception numbers will likely 
go down this season because of the 
sheer volume of balls being thrown 
his way likely falling drastically, he 
stands to have a decent shot at win-
ning the award if he continues to be 

By JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

Part five of The Daily Iowan’s 
conference previews — the 
American Athletic Conference.

1) Houston
Will head coach Tom Herman 

(who went 13-1 last year in his 
first season) end up at Baylor? 
The rumors are swirling. Re-
gardless, the Cougars bring back 
a good team this season and 
should be the front-runners for 
a conference championship once 
again. The Cougars are the flag 
bearers for the so-called “Group 
of 5” teams right now, and beat-
ing Florida State in a bowl last 
year was a huge step forward for 
the program.

2) Temple
Defense is sometimes a rarity in 

this conference, but the Owls put 
it together last year and reaped 
the benefits. On the offensive side 
of things, quarterback P.J. Walker 
and running back Jahad Thomas 
both return, which should help. 
Fun fact: Last year, Temple beat 
Penn State for the first time since 
1941. It’ll have a chance to make it 
two in a row on Sept. 17.

3) South Florida
The Bulls snapped a streak of 

four-straight losing seasons last 
year and reached their first bowl 
game since 2010. It was a step in 
the right direction for the pro-
gram, which returns 14 starters. 
Expectations are high for this 
squad and anything less than an-
other eight-win season would be 
a disappointment.

4) Cincinnati
After Houston, Temple, and 

South Florida, the quality of the 
conference falls off a little bit, but 
the Bearcats should have enough 
to contend. The biggest question, 
however, is if quarterback Gunner 
Kiel can put everything togeth-
er in his senior season. Once one 
of the most heralded quarterback 
prospects in the nation, Kiel has 
been fairly disappointing during 
his time in Cincinnati.

5) Memphis
Losing a head coach is never 

easy, especially one who rebuilt 
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By BLAKE DOWSON
blake-dowson@uiowa.edu

Lefteris Theodorou, 
men’s tennis

At times, Theodorou is 
the best player on the Io-
wa men’s tennis team. At 
other times, it seems like 
his head isn’t exactly into 
his match, and he strug-
gles. When he is on his 
game, the Hawkeyes are a 
tough match.

It’s a matter of con-
sistency throughout the 
whole season for him. But 
when he does get things 
clicking on the court, it’s 
fun to watch. He is as pas-
sionate as they come and 
possesses the most raw 
talent on the team.

He was voted The Daily 
Iowan’s Freshman of the 
Year two years ago and 
was the presumable No. 1 
player for the Hawkeyes 
heading into last season, 
but a jump in success 
didn’t come.

Madison Waymire, 
women’s cross-country

The Grimes, Iowa, native 
was the best runner on the 
Iowa women’s cross-coun-
try team in 2015, so it’s 
no surprise she ends up on 
this list. Though she won’t 

fly under the radar as with 
some others on this list, 
Waymire is too important 
to her squad to not put her 
on this list.

She was Iowa’s top run-
ner in every single race 
last season, including a 
32nd-place finish at the 
Big Ten Championships 
with a time of 21:01, 
good for the 10th-fast-
est 6,000-meter time in 
school history.

She was also the team’s 
fastest miler during the 
indoor track season, 
breaking the five-minute 
barrier at 4:58.60. She 
redshirted her 2016 out-
door track season, though 
there’s little doubt she 
would’ve been one of the 
best runners on the team 
if she had competed.

Drake Kulick, football
There are bigger names 

that could be mentioned 
here, but there might not 
be another junior step-
ping into an impact role 
this season who will be 
more important than Ku-
lick taking over the full-
back responsibilities.

It’s no secret Iowa likes 
to use the fullback. The 
Hawkeyes might have 
been the only team in the 
country last season to have 
a two-fullback rotation. So 

Five Hawk juniors to watch

The ‘fun’ 
football 
conference

Iowa guard Christian Williams drives against Indiana on March 1 in Carver-Hawkeye. The Hoosiers defeated the Hawkeyes, 81-78. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

WILLIAMS EYES A 
SHOT AT NO. 1

SEE JUNIORS, 5

SEE  WILLIAMS, 5

Christian Williams played 100 minutes last year — now it’s his team to lead.

SEE  FOOTBALL, 5

SEE AWARDS, 5

King, 
Beathard 
named to 
more lists

Iowa’s Lefteris Theodorou returns the ball during a tennis match at the Hawkeye Tennis & Recreation Complex on April 8. Illinois won, 4-0. (The 
Daily Iowan/Ting Xuan Tan)
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