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EatChewAlive returns to its roots

Contributed photo by John Schlue

By MASON CLARKE
mason-clarke@uiowa.edu

Just outside the Englert Theater, Iowa City officials 
have plans for more music, more space, and more fun — 
and the theater is not alone.

Outdoor cafés, more parking, and greater accommoda-
tions for bikers and pedestrians are all in the cards for 
the future of downtown.

The path to that vision involves construction galore, 

something businesses and other people have been wor-
ried about for months. Things might look rough right 
now, but the city says the goal will be worth it.

“In order to remain vibrant, you have to invest in 
these capital projects sometimes,” said Nancy Bird, the 
executive director of the Downtown District. “I think the 
goal is to address the aging infrastructure.”

She listed a plethora of factors in the Downtown Dis-
trict that will change.

They included: widening sidewalks, transitioning 

from angled parking to parallel parking, changing out-
door café locations and adding more of them, adding 
bike racks, making all ramps at corners ADA accessible, 
and replacing disease-prone trees with healthy ones to 
create a healthy downtown canopy.

Bird said she urges people to stay strong because “the 
light’s at the end of the tunnel.”

Phase 1 of the downtown project began in April and 

Downtown Iowa City is seen on Monday. Downtown is undergoing changes to make the area more family friendly.  (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

SEE DOWNTOWN, 3

Downtown eyes ‘rebirth’ 

SEE SCHLUE, 2
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Larson
UI foundation

By ZACH WEIGEL
zachary-weigel@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa has reached the 
largest fundraising campaign in the uni-
versity’s history.

Dana Larson, the UI Foundation di-
rector of communications 
and marketing, said the 
For Iowa. Forever More 
campaign has raised 
$1.74 billion so far, 
slightly surpassing its 
initial goal of $1.7 billion. 
It will end in December.

Fueled by private giv-
ing, donations help sup-
plement funding that 
comes in from state ap-
propriations and tuition. Most notably, 
the money raised by the campaign helps 
fund scholarships, research, facilities, and 
academic programming, among a host of 
other things.

Donations 
key to UI’s 
progress

By TESSA SOLOMON
tessa-solomon@uiowa.edu

From a gritty Williamsburg 
loft to Los Angeles’ Western 
Project Gallery, University of 
Iowa alum John Schlue’s art 
has taken him from coast to 
coast. Now, he is having an Io-
wa homecoming, one to revital-
ize his childhood community.

The exhibit, aptly titled 
EatChewAlive — a graphic 
mixture of bold geometric 
shapes, Americana-inspired 
neon, and felt materials — 
will open Saturday at the 
Belle Plaine Area Museum’s 
Henry B. Tippie Annex, 901 
Main St.

“The work is very bright,” 
Schlue said. “The patterns 
can be alarming, and that’s 
not an accident.”

More than a gallery open-
ing, it is an event for Belle 
Plaine’s community. Any 
child attending will have a 
chance to create her or his own 
geometric painting, which will 
culminate in a grand mosaic 
to be pieced together at the 

event’s conclusion.
Before he led art classes 

for Belle Plaine’s children, 
Schlue was another neigh-
borhood kid, exploring the 

town that serves as a home 
to 2,500 people.

His rural upbringing 
proved beneficial to his ar-
tistic evolution and subse-

quent urban adventures.
“When you grow up in a 

place where everyone is look-

SEE DONATIONS, 2
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By MASON CLARKE
mason-clarke@uiowa.edu

A colorful mastermind 
just blurred past you, com-
plete with spunky hair and 
stealth on roller blades that 
allow her to live up to the 
name on the back of her jer-
sey: Rainbow Assassin.

Her real name is Ce-
cilia Ferreira, and she 
skates alongside the likes 
of Termataytor, Fireball, 
and Garden Gnome for 
the Iowa City Bruisers 
junior roller-derby team, 
a one-of-a-kind team that 
has brought a community 
of kids together.

“My son has been able 
to find a group [here] 
that accepts him for who 
he is,” Bruiser coach Bri-
an Ferreira said. “If you 
have troubles, you have 
teammates and coaches 
you can call. You have 
adults you can talk to 
who won’t judge you.”

Ferreira helped found the 
Bruisers just over two years 
ago, after his daughter, the 
aforementioned Rainbow 
Assassin, developed an ob-
session with roller derby 
that would not go away.

“I first saw a roller-derby 
game in 2009 … and I just 
automatically fell in love 
with the sport,” 12-year-old 
Cecilia Ferreira said. “My 
parents thought [my love 
for roller derby] would just 
go away, but it didn’t.”

After a number of differ-
ent efforts, Ferreira decid-
ed to start the first Iowa 
City junior roller-derby 
team, and he wanted it to 
be special.

“We wanted it to be free. 
We wanted to make sure 
of that, because the sport 
can cost money for gear 
and stuff like that, and 
a lot of people cannot af-
ford it,” he said. “We don’t 
want it to just be a mid-
dle-class sport; we want it 
to be a sport for everybody 
… As far as I know, we are 
the only free roller-derby 
team in the world.”

The Bruisers operate un-
der a mission statement:

“ICB is a league of youth 
members and adult coach-
es. We aim to represent 
eastern Iowa with integrity, 
pride, and goodwill while 
promoting athleticism, 
confidence, and community 
among local youths regard-

less of race, class, gender, or 
sexual orientation.”

The team is open to any 
and all area kids ages 7 
to 17, and there is even a 
5-year-old who takes part 
in Bruisers’ competitions. 
Practices take place on 
Sundays at the Robert 
A. Lee Recreation Center 
and Mondays at Wood El-
ementary School.

Ferreira said the abili-
ty to practice at Iowa City 
public locations has been 
completely crucial to the 
team’s existence.

The last two years 
have seen great changes 
in the Bruisers.

“Tremendous strides,” 
Ferriera said. “Almost 
everybody on the team 
didn’t know how to skate 
when they started … 
Just like in life, you’ll get 
knocked down, but you 
have to get back up. We’ve 
come a long way.”

Ferreira said a good way 
to sum up what the team 
means for the communi-
ty would be to talk about 
paying it forward. He and 
the other volunteers pay it 
forward to the players by 
providing the team, and the 

players then appreciate the 
ability to pay it forward to 
the community.

The families who have 
joined the team come 
from a number of back-
grounds, but they all 
say they are incredibly 
appreciative of Ferreira 
and the rest of the team.

“My kids and I have been 
through a lot since my di-

vorce … Their father is 
not in the picture,” Kaytie 
McNeese said. “[The team] 
took us in and accepted us 
… What [the coaches] offer 
these kids is unbelievable. 
And they have kids of their 
own, and they have jobs. 
What they give back to 
the community and what 
they give back to the play-
ers is phenomenal.”

McNeese is far from 
alone in her appreciation.

“[My daughter] didn’t 
want to conform … oth-
er kids made fun of her 
for it,” Dana Clark said. 
“Now, she’s got a whole 
new family. They accept 
her for who and what she 
is through all of it … The 
team helps the kids to 
find themselves.”

is expected to transition to 
Phase 2 in August. Phase 
1 is heavily focused on 
Washington Street con-
struction, so its completion 
will open up that area.

The construction will 
make all of those noticeable 
improvements but Mark 
Ginsberg, the Downtown 
District president-elect 
and owner of M.C. Gins-
berg, said the project will 
do more than that.

“We’re adding more 
bandwidth or fiber … 

things that are invisible 
that will be built into the 
future, from that to our 
watermain improvement,” 
he said. “If you have all 
these attachments coming 
out or going into the build-
ings from the street, then 
you don’t have to dig up 
the street again. It antic-
ipates growth.

“The idea is to attract 
more diverse retail oppor-
tunities, increase residen-
tial opportunities, and at 
the same time increase in-
ventory and office space.”

Ginsberg also said in-
dividual business in the 
Downtown District should 
have better opportunities 

to improve their buildings 
with the coming changes.

He said that a $1,200 in-
vestment by building own-
ers can get them full access 
to a grant that brings pro-
fessionals in to assess what 
improvements the building 
needs. After that, cooper-
ation with the city would 
cover most of the costs of 
fixing up the building.

While there is a lot 
in store for the future, 
businesses are also be-
ing affected.

Iowa City senior civ-
il engineer Scott Sovers, 
who has doubled as the li-
aison between the city and 
the downtown businesses, 

said he believes the coop-
eration has been great.

“I think [the business-
es] want to see it done as 
quickly as possible,” he 
said. “They’ve been very 
patient and been willing 
to work with us during the 
construction project.”

Bird said she thinks 
the downtown business-
es “recognize that at the 
end of it … this is really 
a healthy thing for down-
town Iowa City.”

The downtown vision 
includes cleanliness and 
safety as well. The city 
has cleaned alleyways and 
worked with arts and mu-
sic groups to coordinate 

worthwhile downtown 
events, which the city ex-
pects to only increase in 
quality once construction 
is finished and there is 
more space.

The safety side of things 
has already come into 
play. In 2013, the city as-
signed police Officer David 
Schwindt as the down-
town liaison officer, tasked 
with patrolling downtown.

Since Schwindt has 
been in this position, 
things have improved, 
something he attributes to 
a combination of cracking 
down on synthetic drug 
sales, the relocation of the 
free-lunch program, and 

placing of him to keep an 
eye on the area in the af-
ternoons and nights.

In a report that 
Schwindt made, he found 
that in his time as the 
downtown liaison officer, 
the district has seen a 
drop of 49 percent or more 
in reported fights, noise 
disturbances, narcotics, 
and shoplifting.

Bird said the plans for 
continued construction 
hope to attract people of 
all ages to downtown.

“I think we’re doing what 
we can to ensure that Iowa 
City stays vibrant and that 
we speak with a unified 
voice,” she said.

Midwest Mayhem's Bloodhound (54) passes Midwest Maulers' Loona (13) at the Marriott Hotel in Coralville on Sunday. The 
Iowa City Bruisers are Iowa City's only roller-derby team for children. (The Daily Iowan/Ting Xuan Tan)

Rolling out a derby community for Iowa City
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According to the National Park System’s 
website, President Theodore Roosevelt 
once wrote, “We have become great be-

cause of the lavish use of our resources. But the 
time has come to inquire seriously what will hap-
pen when our forests are gone …”

The United States is a vast landscape of diverse 
natural resources. Many of these resources are in 
our National Parks, but it has long been held that 
this is a more than acceptable sacrifice to make for 
the valuable sense of heritage the parks provide to 
all Americans.

Roosevelt’s descriptions and feelings for the Na-
tional Parks system is the cornerstone upon which 
these treasures have been built. Today, however, 
these public lands are facing one of the biggest 
threats to their existence in years. In direct opposi-
tion with what Roosevelt tried to express about the 
limitless benefits of our National Parks, the U.S. 
government is attempting to pull yet more resourc-
es from their beauty. And this must be stopped.

According to Outside’s website, “Last week, the 
House Committee on Natural Resources voted to 
adopt HR 3650.”

In essence, the bill would allow portions of the 
National Forest system to be transferred from con-
trol of the federal government to the control of in-
dividual state governments. According to HR 3650, 
“Portions of the [Forest Service] conveyed to a state 
shall be administered and managed primarily for 
timber production.”

HR 3650 does no overtly say that “National 
Parks shall be sold for private interest.” However, 
the bill does set in motion a chain of events that 
makes this step seem all but inevitable. According 
to Outside, Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewel 
argues that the firefighting costs alone to protect 

these forests would be unachievable for individual 
states, which would all but guarantee their sale to 
private entities.

There has been widespread bipartisan opposition 
to this bill, and the only support has come from Re-
publicans. And while modern Democrats have been 
quick to dismiss the modern GOP, calling it a far 
cry from the party of Lincoln, few have addressed 
that the current GOP is a far cry from the party of 
Teddy Roosevelt, too.

It is the duty of the American people to urge 
Republican officials to not only vote against this 
bill but to do what they can to prevent such a bill 
from ever reaching legitimacy again. The National 
Parks System represents a comparatively minis-
cule portion of the federal budget but has somehow 
become a point of contention because it is not driv-
ing industry as some Republicans may hope.

The issue, though, is that Republicans are 
flatout wrong.

According to OutdoorIndustry.org, the latest 
numbers indicate that the outdoor recreation in-
dustry employs slightly more than 6 million people 
and contributes $650 billion to the economy annu-
ally. The outdoor industry may survive without the 
National Parks, but it would be a sad, significantly 
smaller, existence.

“This land is your land, this land is my land” 
does not refer to the equal sharing of public lands 
between corporations and people but among the di-
verse people of the United States.

Roosevelt also said, “We have fallen heirs to the 
most glorious heritage a people ever received, and 
each one must do his part if we wish to show that 
the nation is worthy of its good fortune.”

His legacy and the interests of the masses ought 
not be destroyed by the greed of a few.
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National Parks a national 
heritage that needs protection

COLUMN

Lady Gaga, the Da-
lai Lama, and American 
entrepreneur Philip An-
schutz spoke on a panel 
at the US Conference of 
Mayors in Indianapolis on 
Sunday, discussing the im-
portance of kindness. The 
event had been decried 
by the Chinese govern-
ment as a publicity stunt 
to push a pro-Tibetan in-
dependence agenda, with 
Gaga’s many fans in Chi-
na wondering whether she 
will still be allowed to per-
form in the country (wfsb.
com). Most of the head-
lines have focused on the 
two celebrities on the pan-
el, but this seems to be by 
design; Anschutz is worth 
more than $10 billion but 
has only given three for-
mal interviews since 1979.

While the Dalai La-
ma called human nature 
“kind and compassionate” 
and Lady Gaga preached 
about the need for unity 
across divisions of race, 
class, and sexuality, their 
words rang hollow in the 
presence of an oil tycoon 
who actively opposed the 
Kyoto Protocol and fund-
ed homophobic and an-
ti-union legislation (ucc.
org). I wonder how Ga-
ga, openly bisexual, who 
called speaking at the 
2009 National Equality 
March in D.C. “the single 
most important” event of 
her career, feels knowing 
she shared the stage with 
a man who supported 
legislation that legalized 
discrimination based on 
homophobia? (lgbthistory-
month.com) I wonder how 
the Dalai Lama, who said 
“a clean environment is a 
human right,” feels know-
ing he shared the stage 
with a billionaire who 
made his money from oil 
and uses his media com-
pany, Walden Media, to 
deny the reality of climate 

change. (dalailama.com)
The hypocrisy of pub-

lic figures should come 
as no surprise; they’re 
only human after all. 
People make mistakes. 
But when public figures 
entwine their images so 
heavily with their mo-
rality and their actions, 
any discrepancy causes 
doubt. Both Lady Gaga 
and the Dalai Lama have 
been noted for their char-
itable work around the 
world. But perhaps even 
more worrying is that 
Anschutz, too, is not-
ed for his philanthropic 
work, even winning the 
William E. Simon Prize 
for Philanthropic Lead-
ership with his wife 
in 2009 (Philanthropy 
Roundtable, fall 2009).

The majority of An-
schutz’s donations have 
gone to such groups as 
the National Right to 
Work Legal Defense 
Foundation, a think-
tank that opposes labor 
unions, and the Mission 
America Foundation, a 
far-right organization 
led by a president who 
considers homosexuality 
immoral (ucc.com).

Is this the bar for 
philanthropy? Is this hy-
pocrisy all we can reason-
ably expect from those 
who would be praised for 
their activism? Shouldn’t 
we hold each other, and 
ourselves, to a higher 
standard than this?

If the Dalai Lama and 
Lady Gaga want to teach 
the world kindness, per-
haps they should take 
better care of the compa-
ny they keep. In a time 
when the pope himself 
is saying the church 
should apologize to the 
LGBTQIA+ communi-
ty, backing homophobic 
legislation seems rather 
pathetic and sad (USA 
Today). If Anschutz has 
turned over a new leaf 
(though I doubt it), then 
he must apologize for his 
prior actions and make 
amends before he gets 
atop his soapbox. The 
world needs more kind-
ness, but it also needs 
less hate.
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Respect Supreme Court rulings

Lucy Ceballos (center) and Isabella Soto (left) members of the National Institute for Reproductive Health, celebrate the Supreme Court ruling 
against Texas’ abortion restrictions in front of Whole Woman’s Health on Monday in McAllen, Texas. (Monitor via Associated Press/Nathan Lambrecht)

MARCUS BROWN
marcus-brown@uiowa.edu

On Monday, the Su-
preme Court dealt 
a great victory for 
pro-abortion rights ac-
tivists by cutting down 
parts of a Texas law that 
would have complicated 
the process for women 
seeking abortions. The 
law would have per-
tained to access to abor-
tion clinics and imposed 
restrictions that would 
have had little bene-
fits in comparison with 
the impediments that 
would come about as a 
direct result of the law.

Often, regulations are 
put in place under the 
false pretense of ensuring 
a higher quality of medical 
treatment while serving a 
dual purpose of making 
the process more difficult 
for marginalized groups of 
women most likely to feel 
the immediate effects of 
such restrictions.

Although it has been 

decades since the Su-
preme Court has made 
such a definitive state-
ment by virtue of a rul-
ing when it comes to 
abortion such as this 
5-3 decision, Monday’s 
decision carries the po-
tential to set the trend 
for abortion-specific 
legislation in the fu-
ture for other states. 
While the stipulations 
of the Texas law did 
not outright ban abor-
tions, it is clear from 
the requirements that 
the veiled intention was 
to make the process 
for getting an abortion 
more arduous for both 
patients and medical 
practitioners. From try-
ing to mandate all abor-
tion clinics in the state 
adhere to the stringent 
qualifications of an am-
bulatory surgical center 
to necessitating admit-
tance privileges for doc-
tors performing abor-
tions, the regulations 
that were sought after 
held little benefit to the 
patients it was meant 
to be assisting.

Regardless of one’s 
stance on abortion, it 
cannot be argued that 
the practice was deemed 

constitutional more 
than 40 years ago with 
the Supreme Court case 
Roe v. Wade. It is not the 
place of government on 
the state level to try to 
undermine the Supreme 
Court by way of disin-
genuous legislation, nor 
should the goal be to 
enact legislation that 
would adversely affect 
an already disenfran-
chised section of the 
population by targeting 
a constitutional right. 
It is one thing to dis-
agree with the practice 
of abortion, and it is an-
other to use underhand-
ed methods to establish 
de facto opposition.

Arguably, the most 
positive aspect of this 
country is the people’s 
ability to decide the 
rules and conventions 
by which the rest of so-
ciety must abide. How-
ever, with that freedom 
comes a responsibility 
to the population as a 
whole to respect the 
decisions made by the 
majority even if one 
does not individually 
agree, because the tacit 
understanding is that 
others do the same for 
the individual. We may 

never come to an entire-
ly unanimous opinion 
on the issue of abortion, 
but difference in opin-
ion is not justification 
for persecution by the 
way of duplicitous leg-
islation.

Those on the Su-
preme Court who ruled 
in favor of striking 
down the Texan law 
should be commended 
not only for the prog-
ress made in terms of 
abortion rights but also 
in preventing state-lev-
el legislation from effec-
tively chipping away at 
the integrity of the Con-
stitution. If a decision 
made by the Supreme 
Court can effectively be 
overturned by the peo-
ple, then the Supreme 
Court’s position as the 
highest arbitrative 
entity in the country 
becomes weaker. The 
court wields the power 
we as the population 
decide to grant it, and 
if we decide to detract 
from that very author-
ity, the Supreme Court 
will become a hollow 
monolith reflecting our 
inability to govern our-
selves in a truly demo-
cratic fashion.



• Gateway to Tippie, 40 high school students from 
Iowa and Chicago will be on campus learning about 
business, 9 a.m., S401 Pappajohn Business Building
•  Writing Center Weekly Meeting Enrollment Program, 
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., 110 EPB
• Clay: Traditions in Shards, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Figge 
Art Museum, 225 W. Second St., Davenport
• Hardin Open Workshops, EndNote (Desktop 
Version), 10 a.m., Hardin Library
• UI Mobile Museum at North Liberty Summer Lunch and 
Fun, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Ranshaw House, 515 W. Penn

• Internal Medicine Pathology Conference, 
noon, 5249 UIHC Carver Pavilion
• Riverside in the Park, Pericles, 7 p.m., Festival 
Stage, Lower City Park
• Underground Open Mike, 8 p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn
• Aerial Ruin, Haunter, Curt Oren, 9 p.m., Gabe’s, 
330 E. Washington

today’s events

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.
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Daily Break

Know Your Ledge Author

• My parents are a mirror. A 
mirror in which I always look a 
little hungover.

• I get brusquely annoyed when I 
have to explain myself to people 
any more than zero times.

• When I was a child, I thought 
that if you played for the Cubs 
long enough, they’d let you play 
on the Bears, because you’d 
“grown up.” My understanding 
of sports has, in truth, only very 
marginally increased since then.

• I am currently two weeks into 
a 15-year program to lose about 
10 pounds.

• I automatically assume that 
anyone with confidence higher 
than mine is an asshole, but then 
again, I’m pretty insecure about 
how confident I am.

• I routinely wake up to emails 
I’ve sent myself with subject lines 
such as “PARROT LIPSTICK?” 
and “BOARDGAMES, BACK-
SLIDING” with nothing in the 
bodies of the emails. At this 
point, I am assuming that at least 
one of these emails has put me 
on a government list.

• I recently bought my wife a 
plush banana that, if you squeeze 
it, sings a song about bananas. I 
think she likes it better than she 
likes me, and on one hand, I’m 
pretty upset and dismayed, but 
on the other hand, I totally get it.

Andrew R. Juhl will tell you 
even more at tonight’s Bar 
Exam at Saloon Tequila Bar at 9 
p.m. today.

I am boring. But boring is the fastest-growing demographic in this country.
— Tim Kaine on “Meet the Press.” 

KRUI  
     programming

TUESDAY
8 A.M.-9 THE MORNING
9 NEWS AT NINE
9:30-11 DJ TRAINING
11-12 P.M. MICHAEL MINUS
12 P.M. NEWS AT NOON
1-2 SPORTS SQUAWK
2-3 FACE OFF
5-6 NEWS AT FIVE
6-8 HAPPY HOUR WITH ETHAN & JOE
8-10 PUNKCORN
10-12 A.M. LOCAL TUNES

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Keep a close eye on your belongings. Put 
more effort into simplifying your life and keeping things mellow. Use 
your intelligence to deal with emotional matters, and do your best to 
learn as much as you can before you make a move. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Some of the most interesting conversa-
tions will happen behind closed doors or in the confines of a very small 
group. It’s best not to divulge secrets. A personal interest will develop 
through the revival of an old friendship. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Get everything in order before you share 
information or make a presentation. You’ll be criticized if you lack the 
backup information necessary to answer questions. Precision and detail 
will make a difference. Rely on experience.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Think outside the box. If you let emotion-
al matters escalate, you will fall behind schedule. Make responsible 
changes at home or to your personal life instead of taking care of other 
people’s responsibilities. Love is in the stars. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Speak up; present your talents and skills. Your 
charismatic personality will help you sway others to see things your 
way. A new position will turn into an opportunity to start over. Consider 
making a move, and keep an open mind. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Take it upon yourself to make the personal 
changes that will help give you a trendy new look. Keeping up with the 
times will help you advance. Enjoy some downtime with someone you 
like to share your accomplishments with. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Work toward something that allows you to 
show off your creative skills or will help you persuade others to lend 
you a helping hand. Intellectual collaborations will lead to an interest-
ing partnership with someone different from you.  
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Traveling or attending a trade show/con-
ference will help you decide how you want to move forward. Growth, 
enlightenment, and romance should be your priorities. A personal pick-
me-up will do you good.  
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Be on the lookout for someone who 
is trying to take advantage of you. Don’t fall for sweet-talk or bully-
ing. Stick to familiar people and places to avoid any sort of run-in that 
might cause you problems. Protect your valuables. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Check out your options, and you will 
find a great opportunity. Your involvement in a group effort will pay off 
and introduce you to new people. Don’t make an impulsive emotional 
decision. Time is on your side. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Work until you reach your goal. The 
chance to share what you have accomplished with someone special 
will help to push you in a new direction. Plan to present, promote, and 
network all you can. Trust your instincts. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Look for a pleasurable way to spend your 
time. Getting together with someone who shares your likes and inter-
ests will bring you closer together. A personal change looks promising. 
Update your appearance, and socialize more.
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flashy roster. 
6-10: Boston Red Sox 

(41-35), Washington Na-
tionals (45-32), Miami 
Marlins (41-35), New 
York Mets (40-35), Los 
Angeles Dodgers (42-36)

The Red Sox lineup is 
as sexy as any in base-
ball. Boston desperately 
needs another starter or 
two, though; relying on 
a knuckleballer deep in-
to the season is playing 
with fire.

Injuries might hurt the 
Nationals (Steven Stras-
burg.) Much like Boston, 
Washington needs more 
pitching. But Daniel Mur-
phy has been more than 
anybody in the nation’s 
c a p i t a l 
could have 
asked for. 

M i a m i 
just took 
a series 
v e r s u s 
the Cubs, 
and get 
this — the 
M a r l i n s 
have sev-
en regulars hitting bet-
ter than .300 this year, 
none of whom are named 
Giancarlo Stanton. Oh, 
and Dee Gordon is cur-
rently suspended.

The Mets’ pitching 
staff has been good, 
and they match up well 

against anybody. But 
the Mets can’t hit.  They 
have three regulars hit-
ting over .250 (Yoenis 
Cespedes, Neil Walker, 
Asdrubel Cabrera.) 

It’s fright night for 
Dodger’s opponents ev-
ery fifth day when Clayton 
Kershaw takes the bump. 
The Dodg-
ers are 14-
2 in games 
K e r s h a w 
starts and 
28-34 in 
n o n - K e r -
s h a w 
games.

11-15: To-
ronto Blue 
Jays (41-
37), Houston Astros (39-
37), Kansas City Royals 
(40-35), St. Louis Cardi-
nals (39-36), New York 
Yankees (37-37)

The loud bats that 
woke Canada from a 
long baseball nap hav-
en’t been the same this 
year. Michael Saunders 
and Darwin Barney have 
played well in their roles, 
though, and the pitch-
ing staff has been good 
enough to keep them in 
the AL East race.

The Astros have fol-
lowed the Blue Jays 
story line a bit. Jose Al-
tuve has been awesome, 
but the rest of the line-
up has struggled. Last 
year’s AL Cy Young win-
ner, Dallas Keuchel, is 
pitching like he wants to 

give the award back. 
What have you do-

ne for me lately, Kan-
sas City? Well, besides 
sweeping the Indians 
last week. This year has 
been a disappointment 
at the K, especially with 
the starting rotation.

The Cardinals hav-
en’t gotten nearly the 
amount of production 
with runners in scoring 
position this year, and 
the rotation hasn’t been 
as good as last year. Gut 
feeling says they find 
their stride, though.

The Yankees hate to 
be sellers at the dead-
line, but they should be. 
Goodbye, Carlos Beltran 
and Brett Gardner. 

16-20: Pittsburgh Pi-
rates (37-40), Chicago 
White Sox (38-38), Se-
attle Mariners (38-38), 
Arizona Diamondbacks 
(36-42), Detroit Tigers 
(38-38)

Andrew McCutchen 
isn’t the same for the 
Pirates, the White Sox 
should consider trading 
Chris Sale and truly re-
building, and the Mari-
ners need pitching bad-
ly. The Diamondbacks 
were done before the 
year started with the 
A.J. Pollock injury, and 
the Tigers are too old.

21-25: Colorado Rock-
ies (37-39), San Diego 
Padres (33-44), Milwau-
kee Brewers (34-41), 
Oakland Athletics (32-

43), Los Angeles Angels 
(32-44)

Nolan Arenado is the 
best third baseman in 
the game, but the Rock-
ies need more than him, 
the Padres should start 
selling but don’t want 
to before they host the 
All-Star game, and the 
Brewers should have 
traded Jonathan Lucroy 
yesterday. The A’s and 
Angels are in a similar 
position, trying to build 
up their farm systems. 
Mike Trout trade com-
ing? Kidding.

26-30: Atlanta Braves 
(26-50), Cincinnati Reds 
(29-48), Philadelphia 
Phillies (32-45), Tampa 
Bay Rays (32-43), Min-
nesota Twins (24-51) 

Pete Rose, who was 
recently inducted in-
to the (Reds), Hall of 
Fame, could probably 
start on 80 precent of 
these teams.

RECRUITS
CONTINUED FROM 8

MLB
CONTINUED FROM 8

Jok gets Nike 
invitation

Iowa’s Peter Jok is 
headed to Los Angeles.

The senior shooting 
guard was invited to the 
2016 Nike Basketball 
Academy, which brings 
some of the top basket-
ball players in the nation 
together for a four-day 
camp. Former Hawkeyes 
Jarrod Uthoff and Aaron 
White both received invi-
tations to the Academy, 
which also helps players 
build a bit of buzz.

The camp runs from 
July 24-28, and a num-
ber of NBA players will 
be in attendance, includ-
ing LeBron James, Kev-
in Durant, Kyrie Irving, 
and Anthony Davis.

It’s an elite camp, and 
the top 20 to 30 college 
athletes are invited.

Jok will get a long, 
hard look from the NBA 
— simply because he’s 
able to shoot the ball so 
well — but this will be 
another great opportuni-
ty for him to learn from 

the best. He will be Io-
wa’s lone fourth-year se-
nior on the team and will 
have to lead the group 
this season.

There’s a lot Jok can 
do, and as the basketball 
season grinds closer, it’ll 
be interesting to watch 
just how much he can im-
prove over the summer.

— by Jordan Hansen

More football-ticket 
plans announced

Football is just 
around the corner, and 
Iowa continues to roll 
out dates for its differ-
ent ticket packages.

Single-game ticket 
sales were announced, 
and they will go on sale 
to the general public 
starting on July 14. How-
ever, other groups will 
have a first-go at tickets, 
starting with the I-Club.

Kinnick Gold and 
Kinnick Society mem-
bers will have dibs, as 
tickets will be available 
for them to buy on July 

7. Champion and Golden 
Hawk members will start 
a day later, with all other 
I-Club donor levels be-
ginning on July 11.

Season-ticket holders 
who are not part of the 
I-Club will be able to pur-
chase their single-game 
tickets on July 12.

Prices for games vary. 
Iowa’s opener against 
Miami (Ohio) on Sept. 3 
are the cheapest tickets, 
going for $55. The North 
Dakota State game (Sept. 
17) is $65, while North-
western (Oct. 1) and Ne-
braska (Nov. 25) will be 
priced at $70.

Iowa State (Sept. 10) 
tickets will be a hot 
item and are $80 each. 
Wisconsin (Oct. 22) and 
Michigan (Nov. 12) will 
be the most expensive, 
going for $85.

Cheaper ($25) youth 
tickets will be available 
for the Miami game as 
well as for North Dako-
ta State and Nebraska. 
Discounted group tick-
ets are also available for 
those games.

— by Jordan Hansen

void in leadership. It will 
need to be filled by someone, 
and there’s no reason it could 
not be Ip.

However, it’s fair to say Ip 
has other things on her mind 
at the moment.

“The U.S. Amateur is a 
huge event with a lot of great 
competitors, and I’m excited 
to see how I compete against 
some of the best amateurs 

in the world,” she said. “No 
matter the outcome, it will 
definitely be an experience 
that I can grow from.”

Competition for the event 
is set for Aug. 1-7 at the 
Rolling Green Golf Club in 
Springfield, Pennsylvania.

GOLF
CONTINUED FROM 8

The recruiting combina-
tion of Benjamin and of-
fensive coordinator Greg 
Davis — who used to hold 
the same position at Tex-
as — has been effective 
in the Lone Star State. 
Iowa has picked up four 
commitments from Texas 
and seems to be picking 
up momentum.

Iowa has picked up two 
players from Texas in the 
past three days, with cor-
nerback Matt Hankins 
and wide receiver Gavin 
Holmes pledging to the 
Hawkeyes.

Hankins has good 
height at 6-1 for a corner 
and definitely has the 
length to play the posi-
tion. At 160 pounds, he 
has a lot of filling out to 
do, but that will surely 
happen with another full 
year before he gets to Io-
wa City and a summer 
with strength coach Chris 
Doyle before he starts his 
Hawkeye career.

A Flower Mound, Tex-
as, native, Hankins is the 
No. 51 corner in the na-
tion, according to Rivals.

Holmes is a speedster at 
wideout, standing at 5-11 
and 180 pounds. He will 
add to the depth of speed 
receiver at Iowa, though 
the Hawkeyes still lack 
a big, physical receiver in 
either of the next two re-
cruiting classes.

Recruiting coordinator 
Kelvin Bell got a big-time 
commitment out of Mis-
sissippi on Sunday when 
wide receiver Brandon 
Smith signed on with Io-
wa. Smith could be that 
big receiver Iowa seeks; 
he stands at 6-3 and 200 
pounds.

Cameron Harrell, a 
defensive back by way of 
Bradley, Illinois, was the 
fourth high-school player 
to jump on board with Io-
wa in the past three days.

Harrell, who is listed as 
a cornerback, may slot in 
better at safety with his 
5-10, 181-pound frame. 
Similar to Hankins, Har-
rell has time to fill out 

and could show up at Io-
wa close to 200 pounds if 
the Iowa coaches feel it 

would benefit him.
With the four recent 

commitments, Iowa has 

totaled 14 in the 2017 
class. Led by Epenesa 
and Benjamin, Rivals 

has the class ranked No. 
20 in the nation and fifth 
in the Big Ten.

Iowa head coach Kirk Ferentz talks on his headset during the Iowa-Minnesota game at Kinnick on Nov. 14, 2015. The Hawkeyes defeated theGophers, 40-35 to 
stay perfect on the season. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

Saunders
Blue Jay

BRIEFS

Texas Ranger Ian Desmond (left) is congratulated by third-base coach Spike Owen (44) as he runs the bases after 
hitting a solo home run against the Red Sox in Arlington, Texas, on June 25. The Rangers won, 10-3. (Associated 
Press/LM Otero)

Murphy
Nationals
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By BLAKE DOWSON | blake-dowson@uiowa.edu

A flurry of commitments in the 2017 recruiting class 
in the past couple days has bolstered an already-impres-
sive list of commitments for Iowa head coach Kirk Fer-
entz and the rest of his coaching staff.

A 12-2 season that culminates with a trip to the Big 
Ten Championship and Rose Bowl, paired with top-of-
the-line facilities, will do that for a program.

The big-time recruiting dominoes started to fall 
when Illinois defensive end A.J. Epenesa committed to 
play for the Hawkeyes a year from this fall. Although 
he was one of the first players to give Iowa the nod 
in the 2017 class, he will more than likely remain the 
crown jewel of the class.

Epenesa, whose father, Eppy, played at Iowa in the 
1990s, is the No. 34-ranked player in the nation accord-

ing to Rivals.com and the No. 1 strong side defensive 
end. He chose Iowa over Alabama, Florida State, Mich-
igan, Notre Dame, and Oklahoma, among other blue 
bloods.

The next big domino was Texas running back Eno 
Benjamin, a 5-9, 200-pound freight train ranked as the 
No. 7 tailback in the nation by Rivals.

The Wylie, Texas, product is as powerful as they come, 
and his 5-9 frame helps him to get leverage on just about 
every defender who challenges him.

Perhaps Benjamin’s best intangible is his willingness 
to recruit other players from the state of Texas. He has 
been all over social media talking to other Iowa recruit-
ing targets and frequently posts pictures with big-time 
Texas targets.

By JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

Part 9 of the Daily Iowan’s 
summer football previews

Ohio State and Michigan 
State have dominated the Big 
Ten East Division (really, the 
whole conference) for the past 
several years.

Michigan, meanwhile, has 
been stuck in jail, or rather, the 
middle to bottom of the Big Ten 
for much of the last 10 years. 
Wolverine fans have Rich Ro-
driguez and Brady Hoke to 
thank for much of that pain, 
and each was fired after rather 
unsuccessful efforts.

Then Jim Harbaugh was 
hired, ushering in a new era of 
Michigan football. His first sea-
son was a resounding success, 
going 10-3 and winning the 
Citrus Bowl with Iowa castoff 
Jake Rudock at the helm.

Michigan is well set up 
this year to pull off an East 
Division heist, and it will 
likely be at the expense of 
a despised (which is a mild 
term) rival in Ohio State.

Sound familiar?
It does to me. If you’ve ev-

er seen the excellent Ocean’s 
11. Urban Meyer is absolutely 
Terry Benedict in this analo-
gy, with Harbaugh playing the 
part of Danny Ocean.

There has been a lot of trash 
talking between the two, which 
is exactly how romantic rivals 
are supposed to act. It’s only 
going to get more intense as 
the two coaches face each oth-
er, and oh, did I mention Ohio 
State versus Michigan is the 
last regular-season game for 
each school before the Big Ten 
Championship?

Things are going to get wild, 

and I can only hope Harbaugh 
delivers a line as good as the 
one Danny Ocean says to Ben-
edict as he’s about to walk out 
of the casino if Michigan hap-
pen to beat the Buckeyes in the 
season finale:

“What happened, Benedict, 
you get robbed or something?”

ZINGER.
However, in order for Har-

baugh to even find himself 
in a position to deliver some-
thing so good, a number of 
things have to go right for 
Michigan this season.

In what’s a fairly common 
theme across the Big Ten, 
there’s a quarterback compe-
tition going on strong in Ann 
Arbor. Harbaugh has several 

choices to choose from, includ-
ing former Houston quarter-
back John O’Korn as well as 
Shane Morris, a senior who 
has appeared in 10 games 
during his career at Michigan.

Wilton Speight, a backup 
last year, also could factor in. 

But a good quarterback 
needs solid players around 
him to contend for a champi-
onship, which the Wolverines 
have plenty of. There’s a solid 
grouping of running backs to 
help pick up the offense in 
addition to a number of tal-
ented receivers.

Then, there’s the do-every-
thing Jabrill Peppers.

Peppers is a defensive back, 
but he also contributed as a 

returner and on  offense. He 
was the Big Ten Freshman of 
the Year and was also a sec-
ond-team All-American.

He will lead what should be 
one of the best defenses in the 
nation, though he’ll have to do 
it without last year’s defen-
sive coordinator D.J. Durkin, 
who left for the head coach job 
at Maryland.

Harbaugh has done well in 
recruiting talent so far, and the 
pieces of his plan for a success-
ful new era of football at Michi-
gan are coming together.

There is only one question 
left to answer: Can Harbaugh 
pull a fast one on Meyer and 
walk out of the casino with ev-
erything he wants?

By JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

Hawkeye Jessica Ip is headed to 
the 2016 U.S. Women’s Amateur Golf 
Championships.

The Iowa junior finished second in a 
qualifier at Brampton 
Golf Club in Ontario, 
Canada. She carded a 
71 (par) and was one of 
three golfers to finish at 
or below par.

“I didn’t have a lot of 
expectations going into 
today, because I haven’t 
been hitting the ball 
well the past couple 
of weeks,” Ip said in a 
release. “I think that mindset actually 
ended up helping me, because I wasn’t 
overly worried. I’ve been working on my 
short game, and that helped me save a 
couple of crucial strokes.

“Overall, it was a pretty stress-free 
round, and everything came together.”

Originally from Richmond Hill, On-
tario, Ip had a solid fall season for Iowa 
before not doing nearly as well during 
the spring season, culminating in a tied-
for-54th finish at the Big Ten Champi-
onships in April.

Regardless, getting some extra golf in 
over the summer will be huge going into 
her junior year. The incredibly talented 
Amy Ihm is now gone, leaving a major 

Wolverines seek a football heist Hawk Ip 
to head to 
amateur
tourney 

By BLAKE DOWSON
blake-dowson@uiowa.edu

With the halfway point of the 
MLB season quickly approaching, 
The Daily Iowan’s Blake Dowson 
listed his power rankings.

1. Texas Rangers (49-27)
The Rangers have the sec-

ond-best record in the Bigs and 
the best record in the American 
League. The pitching staff, pow-
ered by Cole Hamels, has been 
dominant. The addition of Ian 
Desmond through free agency has 
been the best off-season move so 
far. 

2. San Francisco 
Giants (49-28)

It’s an even year, so 
what did you expect? 
No one wants to face 
Madison Bumgar-
ner, Johnny Cueto, 
and Jeff Samardzija 
on consecutive days. 
With Brandon Belt 
having a huge year 
(.306 average, 38 RBIs), the infield 
is as good as anyone’s. 

3. Chicago Cubs (49-26)
The North Siders have dropped 

six of their past 10 games but still 
have the best winning percentage 
in the game. The starting staff is 
coming back down to Earth a bit, 
and the injury bug has hurt, but 
the Cubs are still the most talent-
ed team in baseball.

4. Cleveland Indians (44-30)
LeBron James is carrying … 

wait, wrong sport. But the Finals 
magic is rubbing off on the Indi-
ans, who haven’t lost since the 
Cavs beat the Warriors in Game 7, 
and they have won 10 games in a 
row dating back to June 17.

5. Baltimore Orioles (45-30)
Mark Trumbo has been a nice 

surprise (22 home runs, 55 RBIs), 
and the bullpen is really, really 
good. Buck Showalter is one of the 
best managers in the game, and he 
continues to get it done without a 

Some 
power, 
some not 
so much

Iowa defensive linemen Darian Cooper, Drew Ott, and Mike Hardy tackle Michigan quarterback Devin Gardner in Kinnick Stadium on Nov. 23, 
2013. Iowa defeated Michigan, 24-21. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

The Iowa football players join hands for the last time after the Rose Bowl game in Pasadena, California, on Jan. 1. Stanford defeated Iowa, 45-16. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

MORE FOOTBALL 
RECRUITS COMMIT

SEE GOLF, 6

SEE RECRUITS, 6

Belt
Giants’  first baseman

Jessica Ip
junior

SEE MLB, 6
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