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A U.S. congressman from Iowa has in-
troduced legislation to create a national 
flood center to help reduce the effects of 
flooding on the nation.

Rep. Dave Loebsack, D-Iowa, held 
a press conference to propose the idea 
June 6. This comes in response to con-
stant flooding throughout 
the nation and after the 
Iowa flood of 2008. The 
bill, titled National Flood 
Research and Education 
Center Act, was intro-
duced June 16.

Loebsack said he was 
disappointed there has 
not already been a na-
tional flood center es-
tablished.

“It is a shame that 
nearly eight years have passed since the 
historic floods of 2008 devastated many 
homes, businesses, and communities in 
Iowa and the federal government has re-
fused to establish a National Flood Cen-
ter to address the issue of flooding,” Loeb-
sack said at the June 6 press conference.

Iowa Institute of Hydraulic Research 
Director Larry Weber said he commends 
Loebsack for his continued support for a 

Loebsack 
pushes 
flood center
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‘Rock star’ follows Buddhism to Japan

By EMILY KRESSE
emily-kresse@uiowa.edu

Iowans eager to check out 
the new University of Io-
wa Stead Family Children’s 
Hospital might not have to 
travel to Iowa City to do so. 
From now until September, 
the Children’s Road Show will 
tour Iowa, giving virtual tours 
of the new facility. 

During the tour, the user 
puts on headphones and vir-
tual-reality glasses. It includes 
360-degree images of the mock 
up rooms for both the Pediatric 
and Neonatal Intensive Care 
Units, and it highlights aspects 
of each room meant to enhance 
care, such as the dual shades 
to control how much light is in 
the room to the sliding glass 
doors wide enough for the pa-

tient’s bed to be transported. 
The tour ends with the view 
of Kinnick Stadium from the 
top of the 164-foot building, 
the tallest in Iowa City. 

Two interns for the UI Foun-
dation with the van’s tour say 
that so far, their stops have 
gone well and they have re-
ceived positive feedback from a 
variety of people.

“It’s reaching every age 

group, the kids enjoy it, par-
ents have shared stories about 
being in the [Neonatal Inten-
sive Care Unit], everyone has 
been amazing,” said UI junior 
Greta Doucette, an intern with 
the foundation. “The Children’s 
Hospital has been nationally 
ranked, and now we have the 
facilities to match.”

Daira Driftmier laughs with others during the Hy-Vee Family Fun Day outside Iowa’s Karro Hall of Fame on Sunday. The new Children's Hospital is sponsoring a Children's Road Show 
tour across Iowa, which gives people a virtual tour of the facility. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)
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By AUSTIN PETROSKI
austin-petroski@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa has an-
nounced it will appoint a new assistant 
vice president for Public Safety.

Scott Beckner, the cur-
rent director of public 
safety and chief of po-
lice at Georgia College 
and State University in 
Milledgeville, is expect-
ed to start in this role 
beginning July 18. The 
state Board of Regents 
must approve the ap-
pointment.

UI names 
Beckner as 
police VP

By EMILY KRESSE
emily-kresse@uiowa.edu

Gwendolyn Gillson’s in-
terest in Buddhism was a 
self-described accident. 

During her time as an un-
dergraduate at Gustavus 
Adolphus College, she was 
persuaded to take a Buddhist 
philosophy course. 

“I had a friend who didn’t 
want to take the class alone, 
and I ended up falling in love 
[with Buddhism],” she said.

That course, along with the 
realization she did not want 

to study chemistry for four 
years, led her to pursue a B.A. 
in religion and then an M.A. 
in religious studies. 

Now, as a fourth-year 
Ph.D. candidate at the Uni-
versity of Iowa, Gillson will 
spend the next year doing 
research in Japan. In addi-
tion to a grant she received 
from the university, she is 
one of the 14 UI students 
awarded Fulbrights for the 
2016-17 academic year. 

The Fulbright U.S. Stu-
dent Program was created 
during President Harry Tru-

man’s administration and is 
named for the senator who 
introduced the bill, J. William 
Fulbright. The scholarship 
program is extremely com-
petitive. Of the 688 applica-
tions for the East Asia-Pacific 
region for the 2014-15 school 
year, only 149 were awarded.

“I’ve always been interest-
ed in how religion plays out 
in peoples lives,” Gillson said.

Gillson’s research will fo-
cus on how Japanese women 
use Pure Land Buddhism in 
their day-to-day lives. Her 
dissertation is titled “Wom-

en Creating the Pure Land: 
Socially Engaged Buddhism 
in Japan’s Jodo Sect.” She 
will be a visiting researcher 
at Bukkyo University.

Part of Gillson’s time spent 
in Japan will be dedicated to 
community service. She will 
spend time working with 
the women she is studying 
in soup kitchens, helping out 
with disaster relief if neces-
sary, and also working as an 
English language docent do-
ing translations. 

SEE POLICE, 2
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Becky McCormick studies in Gibson Square on Sunday. McCormick is working toward a master’s in international relations at University of Glasgow, Scotland. (The 
Daily Iowan/McCall Radavich)
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Joe Casaletto and Vinny Casaletto, 2, play a game of tick-tack-toe outside Iowa’s Karro Hall 
of Fame as part of  Hy-Vee Family Fun Day on Sunday. (The Daily Iowan/Joseph Cress)
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reported there were 23 fellows from 19 countries. There are 25 fellows from 18 
countries. The DI regrets the error.
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Families also have the 
opportunity to make cards 
that will be delivered to 
patients’ rooms. Kate Ca-
saletto’s 2-year-old son 
eagerly decorated a card 
during the event, and Ca-
saletto said she liked the 
activities available.

“Kids getting cards 
from kids is a good idea,” 
said Casaletto, who re-
members the new hospi-
tal as breaking ground 
around the same time 
her son was born.

The van stopped in 
Iowa City Sunday to at-
tend the Hy-Vee KidsFit 
Family Fun Event. The 
event came about in part 
to promote KidsFit, Hy-
Vee’s new online fitness 

program aimed at help-
ing families learn more 
about nutrition and 
wellness. The program 
includes fitness chal-
lenges, instructional vid-
eos, healthy snack ideas, 
among other items. 

Cathy Gehris, a Hy-
Vee registered dietitian, 
has helped plan the event 
since February. 

“We are trying to do a 
little bit of everything; 
people are at different 
stages, so we are trying to 
meet them where they’re 
at and get them where 
they want to be,” she said. 

The event also includ-
ed Hy-Vee’s Healthy You 
Mobile, which is used to 
go to businesses to do 
health screenings or to be 
outside of stores for inter-
active exhibits. 

A local popcorn pro-
ducer gave out samples, 

and grilled burgers and 
chicken were available for 
purchase, because, Gehris 
said, often people do not 
realize those are healthy 
options and education 
was the cornerstone of the 
event. Sports nutritionists 
were on hand to talk about 
how being a better athlete 
requires adequate sleep 

and being well-nourished.
Gehris, who heard about 

the van through a contact 
at the UI Foundation, said 
she was happy it was able 
to be at Sunday’s event. 

“It’s a perfect thing for 
that to be here,” she said. 
“We wanted today to be an 
inexpensive family outing 
with a variety of options.”

POLICE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

National Flood Center.  
“Eight years out, and 

he has persistence to keep 
trying and, hopefully, will 
push this across the finish 
line,” he said.

Flooding is an area in 
which the government 
lacks a national center, 
whereas other disasters, 
such as hurricanes and 
earthquakes, have such 
centers. Iowa is the only 
state in the nation that 
has its own state-level 
flood center.

Witold Krajewski, the di-
rector of the Iowa Flood Cen-
ter and a University of Iowa 
professor of engineering, said 
the national proposal is sim-

ilar to the state flood center 
but on a national scale.

“This legislation is in-
spired by the work we have 
done here,” he said.

The National Flood Cen-
ter would have to be a con-
sortium of numerous loca-
tions in order to maximize 
its abilities, Krajewski said.

“No one place has all 
the required expertise, so 
a consortium is what is 
needed,” he said.

A national center would 
allow for long-term re-
search on floods and how 
to mitigate them in the 
future, because there is 
more to floods than meet 
sthe eye, Krajewski said.

“People think it’s sim-
ple: More rain means 
there will be a flood, but 
it is more complicated 
than that,” he said.

The benefits of a nation-
al center may take a while 
come to fruition, he said.

“In the short term, we 
may not see much effect 
other than avoiding flood-
ing,” Krajewski said. “It 
would also improve our 
forecasting of floods.”

He said the long-term 
benefits would be far-reach-
ing. It would influence 
planning and development 
of new areas and would be 
comprehensive in all aspects 
of learning about flooding.

Weber said the future 
effects of a national consor-
tium would allow the cen-
ter to tackle the flooding 
as it has in Iowa. It would 
help create a web-based 
approach to work in con-
junction with the National 
Weather Service, he said. It 
would improve flood fore-

casting and allow the center 
to come up with a timely 
way to alert the public of 
possible flooding.

Some have proposed 
the National Flood Cen-
ter be hosted at the UI, 
because Iowa is the only 
state with a current flood 
center. Krajewski said he 
believes the university 
would be competitive in 
hosting the consortium.

“The University of Io-
wa would compete, as we 
have done a lot of work 
already with the federal 
government through our 
service,” he said.

Weber said he, too, be-
lieves the UI would compete 
to host such a consortium, 
because it has the nation’s 
only flood center.

“We have experience and 
a strong team,” he said. 

Gillson, who has stud-
ied Japanese off and on 
for eight years, said go-
ing to Japan was neces-
sary because of the na-
ture of her research, but 
the Fulbright made the 
trip possible. 

Fulbright applications 
are demanding and al-
though Gillson said at 
times she wanted to give 
up, she relied on the peo-

ple close to her, both per-
sonally and professionally, 
for support. 

“I had wonderful faculty 
mentors who read over my 
drafts and who gave me 
very strong but very use-
ful critiques,” she said.

Her husband said she 
worked on the applica-
tion for a year.

“She’s the most dedicat-
ed person I’ve ever met,” 
John Hadfield said. “She’s 
been working really hard 
for the past year.”

After having been a TA 
for four semesters, Gill-

son designed and taught 
her own class last spring, 
“Religion and Social Life: 
Cults, New Religious 
Movements, and the End 
of the World.” 

“I had 14 of the most 
wonderful students, and 
it was the best experi-
ence of my life,” Gillson 
said, noting that she 
hopes to eventually be a 
full-time professor. 

UI Professor of re-
ligious studies Kristy 
Nabhan-Warren, who has 
had Gillson in numerous 
classes, described her as 

“an amazing female schol-
ar” who is “really talent-
ed but always looking for 
ways to improve.”

Nabhan-Warren said 
Gillson would be a good fit 
as a professor. 

“Not all grad students 
are excellent teachers, but 
Gwendolyn is a natural 
teacher,” she said. “I want 
her to have more confi-
dence in herself and I hope 
that this is it, like this is 
the most competitive fel-
lowship in the world, and 
she got it, so Gwendolyn, 
you are a rock star.”

Beckner’s experience 
includes nearly 30 years 
in law enforcement, while 

serving 25 years at college 
institutions, and he previ-
ously worked as the chief of 
police at Shepherd Universi-
ty in Sherpherdstown, West 
Virginia. He also worked 18 
years in the Michigan State 
University police.

Beckner’s education in-
cludes a bachelor’s degree 
in criminal justice, a mas-
ter’s degree in criminal jus-
tice, and a juris doctorate 
from Michigan State. He 
has also received training 
at the FBI National Acad-

emy in Quantico, Virginia.
In the press release, 

Beckner said he was hon-
ored to be chosen to become 
a member of UI police team 
and he was impressed with 
its commitment to profes-
sionalism.
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By GRACEY MURPHY
gracey-murphy@uiowa.edu

An abundant imagi-
nation and a love of art: 
that’s all a kid needs to 
survive a week in an in-
tensive animation camp. 

Local art-house cinema 
FilmScene, 118 E. College 
St., will host Iowa City’s first 
Animation Summer Camps 
today through Friday and 
July 11-15. At the camp, 
middle-school students will 
have the opportunity to ex-
periment with a variety of 
animation styles, including 
Claymation and GIFs. 

In the past, FilmScene 
has played a part in orches-
trating educational events 
for college, high-school, 
and elementary-school stu-
dents but none for those in 
middle school.

Kembrew McLeod, a 
University of Iowa pro-
fessor of communication 
studies and 
the head 
of Film-
S c e n e ’ s 
educat ion 
c o m m i t -
tee, has 
been pre-
paring for 
this camp 
for six 
months. 

“I’ve taught video pro-
duction,” he said, “It takes 
a whole semester to teach it 
to young adults in my class, 
so I realized animation 
would be the way to go.” 

For the project, he en-
listed the help of three 
current or former art 
teachers, including lead 
teacher Mark Jones, a 

freelance artist who has 
taught for seven years.

“In the classroom, the 
students would do the 
animation, but a lot of 
times, it would be me be-
hind the scenes editing,” 
Jones said, “But this time, 
they’re going to be doing 
it all: shooting it, editing 
it, and making their own 
sound effects. They are the 
creators of their work.” 

The camp will be split 
up into two sections. The 
first half of the camp 
will consist of the stu-
dents learning the vari-
ous styles of animation, 
while the second portion 
will allow the students to 
begin creating their orig-
inal works, which they 
will then display after 
the workshop wraps up 
at the end of the week.

To produce their anima-
tions, the kids will use a 
variety of unconventional 
materials, such as sand and 
paper. In one of his elemen-
tary classes, Jones said, 
he even had his students 
use mustard to make sine 
waves. The room reeked of 
hot dogs for the remainder 
of the week, he noted. 

To edit and exaggerate 
their work, the students 
will use iPads to add 
their special effects. 

McLeod first discov-
ered the iPad idea by ob-
serving his 5-year-old son 
make stop-motion videos 
on his device. His son 
took a liking to animation 
and over time created a 
series of vignettes with 
the software, including a 
dinosaur-battle video.

“I realized this would 

totally work for camp,” Mc-
Leod said. “An iPad would 
help lower the cost and 
empower the kids more. 
Adults have to do a lot of 
editing, but with iPads, it’s 
intuitive and easily taught.” 

Jones’s father helped him 
create stop-motion as a kid, 
too. He made his first Clay-
mation video after witness-
ing it on an episode of “Ses-
ame Street.” Since then, 
he’s  worked to transferred 
his love of art to children.  

At one point, Jones 
even had students at his 
elementary school create 
their own music videos, 
among many other proj-
ects, before allowing them 
to share their manifesta-
tions and play with the 
animations. Jones said he 
loves teaching, because it 
enables him to see these 

initial creative impulses 
become more concrete. 

“I’m looking forward to 
meeting the campers and 
seeing what they bring,” 
Jones said, “I’ve played 
with the software we’re 
going to use, and I know 
how to teach it, but I 
know they’re going to be 
doing things that I hadn’t 
considered, and that’s al-
ways what has interested 
me with teaching.”

With only 15 spots in 
each session, both camps 
have all sold out. Addi-
tionally, two children 
who would not ordinarily 
have been able to afford 
the camp have received 
scholarships to attend. 

“Animation can be any-
thing you want it to be,” Mc-
Leod said. “I look forward to 
seeing their projects.”

ARTS & CULTURE

By ANA BARRETT
ana-barrett@uiowa.edu 

Officials in Iowa have no-
ticed a growing problem — 
too many kids are missing 
too many days of school.

“Chronic absenteeism 
is defined as missing 
10 percent or more of 
school days for any rea-
son, whether it’s excused 
or unexcused,” said Jean 
Kresse, the president 
and CEO of United Way 
of Story County.

In Iowa, that typically 
means missing at least 
18 days of school a year, 
which is close to a month 
of school days.

The Governor’s Office 
has established a council 
consisting of state offi-

cials, school-board mem-
bers, and community 
members across the state 
to investigate why many 
Iowa children are chron-
ically absent from school. 
The goal of the new coun-
cil is to generate a plan 
of action by November to 
solve some of the prob-
lems of low attendance. 

Kresse, a 
member of 
the coun-
cil, said 
the coun-
cil con-
sists of 32 
m e m b e r s . 
The group 
hopes to 
make at 
least one 
recommendation that it 

can pass to the Gover-
nor’s Office. 

There are various 
reasons children miss 
school, she said. 

“Maybe someone’s par-
ents work early in the 
morning, so after they 
leave for work, the stu-
dent might go back to 
bed and miss a day of 
school,” Kresse said.

There are certain 
groups of students that 
are chronically absent 
that raise more worry 
than others, she said.

“We aren’t concerned 
about the kids that go to 
Europe with their par-
ents for a month because 
they’re on sabbatical,” 
Kresse said. “We are con-
cerned about the students 

who miss due to low-in-
come restraints, trans-
portation issues, sickness, 
and whatever else might 
be holding them back.”

Iowa Lt. Gov. Kim 
Reynolds said in a re-
cent report that research 
shows a direct link be-
tween school attendance 
and reading proficiency.

“One-third of Iowa 
school districts and near-
ly 40 percent of elemen-
tary schools have chronic 
absentee rates among 
kindergarteners that are 
over 10 percent,” Reyn-
olds said in the report.

Chronically absent stu-
dents in kindergarten 
were 1.5 times less likely 
to be proficient in reading 
by the end of third grade, 

according to the report.
Chronic absenteeism 

is not limited to Iowa. 
There are nationwide ef-
forts to keep children in 
the classroom during the 
school year and contin-
ued learning through the 
summer. There is also 
a nationwide campaign 
called The Campaign for 
Grade-Level Reading.

The campaign is a collab-
orative effort by funders, 
nonprofit partners, states, 
and communities across 
the nation to ensure that 
more low-income children 
succeed in school and 
graduate prepared for col-
lege, a career, and active 
citizenship. The campaign 
focuses on an important 
predictor of school success 

and high-school gradua-
tion — grade-level reading 
by the end of third grade.

Joan Koch, a third-
grade teacher in Des 
Moines School District 
who has taught for 27 
years, said chronic ab-
senteeism can affect a 
student’s achievement. 
Students can experience 
gaps in their learning 
when concepts are built 
upon prior teaching they 
did not receive because of 
missing school, she said.

“The pacing of material 
that needs to be covered in 
different content areas is 
compromised by students 
who miss a lot of school,” 
Koch said. “It is challeng-
ing to find time to provide 
missed instruction.”

New council to try to combat kid’s absenteeism

Kresse
council member

McLeod
professor

Summer camp becomes truly animated in IC



OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION
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During his weekend trip to Armenia, Pope 
Francis seems to have learned that there is 
a time and a place for euphemisms when us-

ing the term “genocide” to describe the mass killing 
of nearly 1.5 million Armenian Christians in a period 
spanning 1915 and 1923. Following a previous point 
of contention between Turkey and the Vatican over 
previous use of the term “genocide” to describe the 
systematic extermination of the Armenian people, ma-
ny observers believed that the pope would shy away 
from the term. However, despite the potential political 
repercussions, the pope decided to the use the term, 
which raises questions about the relationship between 
definition and diction when it comes to atrocities. 

The use of euphemism is often necessary in the 
spheres of diplomatic relations and especially so when 
speaking of particularly unpleasant subject matter, 
such as what is recognized by 22 other countries and 
most historians as genocide. Reluctance on the part 
of the Turkish government over labeling the atrocity 
a genocide is understandable to some degree, but the 
adoption of euphemism should not be used as a guise to 
obfuscate history and belittle the tragedy that has be-
fallen a select portion of the population. A loss of life as 
great as the Armenian genocide should not be reduced 
to semantics, because at a certain point the most we 
can do in the present to honor those who have suffered 
tragedy is to keep memory of their plight intact.

While we may choose to pay little attention to the 
words we use to describe atrocities, it matters. The 
words we choose not to use often say more than the ones 
that we do. Francis has been accused of donning “the 
mentality of the Crusades” by Turkish Deputy Prime 
Minister Nurettin Canikli, but an acknowledgment of 
historical wrongdoing stands in sharp contrast to this 
imposed similarity. Refusing to call genocide a genocide 
even when it is an apt description for a reprehensible 
massacre because of political implications would appear 
to be more in line with the supposed “mentality of the 
Crusades” the pope was said to have been channeling.

The Turkish government can try to mandate a pre-
ferred manner of speaking when it comes to the Arme-
nian genocide, but trying to force one label over another 

may provide comfort at the cost of the memory of those 
unjustly massacred. The difference between using the 
word “genocide” and a euphemism has limited impli-
cations in the present, but in time, it may prove to be 
the first steps down a road of denial and the eventual 
erasure of countless lives lost in senseless tragedy. The 

pope’s words may not have been the politically correct 
ones in the specific context, but often the truth falls 
outside of convention and what is deemed permissible. 
It is the truth that stands once decorum and political 
repercussions are cast aside, and it is the truth that 
must be spoken freely and remembered always.
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When genocide is indeed genocide

COLUMN

In a rather unlikely 
turn of events, Brit-
ain has opted to leave 
the European Union 
in what has been pop-
ularly called Brexit. 
The decision has had 
immediate effects, with 
the value of the British 
pound and the euro both 
dropping substantially 
amid concerns from the 

global business market 
over Britain’s future. 
It may be early to say 
whether Brexit will be-
come a major detriment 
to Britain and Europe 
as a whole, but the de-
cision made to leave 
the EU raises similar 
questions and fear for 
some when considering 
the larger implications 
of such a monumental 
political shift.

The decision to leave 
the EU was not motivat-
ed by a tangible benefit 
to the UK’s involvement 
in the global market-
place, and if anything, 
it will have the opposite 
effect. As the rest of the 

world watches Britain 
as fix-eyed spectators, it 
is likely that the uncer-
tainty of events to come 
will make investment in 
the country less favor-
able. Speculation is a 
dangerous game to play 
in the business sector, 
and if monetary bene-
fits weren’t the largest 
consideration for British 
voters, it raises a ques-
tion what exactly was.

It would appear as 
though immigration was 
on the forefront of Brit-
ish voters’ mind when it 
came to decide on wheth-
er Britain should stay in 
the EU, and the mental-
ity in terms of support 
for Donald Trump in 
the United States bears 
striking similarity. If the 
population of a country 
be swayed with bigotry 
and xenophobia to make 
decisions with potential 
political and economic 
implications that could 
last for decades, it signals 
a possibly unsettling fu-
ture for democratic coun-
tries across the globe.    

Democracy’s greatest 
selling point has been 
giving power to the voice 
of the people, and the 
greatest rationalization 
for the suppression of 
democracy has been the 
idea that the people are 
not fit to rule themselves 
and make their own de-
cisions. That said, crit-

icism of Brexit, which 
may be premature, is un-
fortunately almost inter-
twined with a criticism 
of democratic processes. 
Ultimately, it is far eas-
ier to disagree with a 
specific policy than it is 
to disagree with a men-
tality shared by the ma-
jority, even if some would 
argue it defies logic.

Public opinion on im-
migration seems to be 
similar in both the U.S 
and Britain when it 
comes to fear of immi-
grants taking jobs from 
native born citizens and 

a general chipping away 
of the country’s identity, 
which is apparently tied 
to the ethnic makeup of 
the population. While 
these fears and attitudes 
are not ideal, before Brex-
it they had yet to take 
shape into a viable polit-
ical alternative, and they 
had not been demonstrat-
ed to hold enough sway 
over voters to persuade 
them to vote against the 
best interests of the coun-
try as a whole. 

In some sense Brexit 
can be seen as a victory 
for the will of the majori-

ty and the ability for the 
people to dictate the way 
a country is governed. On 
the other hand it may 
foreshadow a potential 
Trump presidency and 
the rise of misguided 
ideology domineering 
the political process and 
governance of democratic 
countries. It is probably 
too soon to say whether 
or not Brexit will become 
a calamity, but it does 
give us the opportunity 
to watch our neighbors 
across the pond and pos-
sibly avoid making the 
same mistakes.

LILY ABROMEIT  Editor-in-Chief 
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EDITORIAL

Marcus Brown
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Time for regents to 
admit errors

    The American Association of 
University Professors has sanctioned UI 
for the botched hiring of Bruce Harreld as 
president last year. Although the school 
will bear the burden of the sanction, the 
university community is not to blame. 
It’s entirely the fault of the state Board of 
Regents, which conducted a fraudulent 
search, pretending to choose among 
several candidates when in fact they had 
prearranged the choice of Harreld among 
themselves, with the complicity of Gov. 
Terry Branstad.

    The overwhelming majority of the 

university community expressed the 
view that Harreld was an inappropriate 
choice for president because of his lack 
of experience with, and understanding 
of, the basics of running an institution 
of higher education. The participation of 
school faculty and administrators was 
prematurely terminated; the community’s 
opinion ignored. The AAUP didn’t reach 
these conclusions arbitrarily or through 
some tortured interpretation of the facts. 
The facts are clear and the conclusion 
inescapable. But the regents refuse to 
accept it. Instead of acknowledging their 
mistakes, regents double down on their 
insistence they did nothing wrong. This 
is incorrect, irresponsible, and frankly, 

immature. The university community 
deserves better.

    The way forward from this point is 
clear. The university must do what it can 
to get off the list of AAUP-sanctioned 
schools. This effort has to begin with the 
regents. The AAUP’s report decried the 
politicization of the regents by Branstad, 
who has packed it with political support-
ers. A board of governance is supposed to 
represent diverse political views. Iowa’s 
regents are nearly all Republican (some 
regents changed their party affiliation 
to “independent” after being appointed, 
fooling no one).

It is imperative that the regents 
responsible for corrupting the presidential 

search, beginning with Regent President 
Bruce Rastetter, resign or be removed 
immediately. Branstad must then fill their 
spots with qualified leaders from outside 
the Republican Party. In this way only 
will the regents regain respectability and 
re-establish a relationship of trust with 
the university community. But none of 
this will happen if the regents continue 
to deny the truth of what occurred during 
the presidential search. The AAUP has 
told us that truth. It is now up to those 
responsible to admit it and accept the 
consequences so both the UI and the state 
of Iowa can move forward.

Phil Beck

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Pope Francis speaks to the crowd on June 25 after attending a ceremony at a memorial to Armenians killed by the Ottoman Turks in Yerevan, Armenia. Francis demanded that the 
world never forget the victims of the slaughter of Armenians at the country’s imposing genocide memorial, hours after drawing a standing ovation from his hosts when he declared 
the slaughter a planned “genocide” aimed at annihilating an entire people. (Associated Press/Alexander Zemlianichenko)

British Prime Minister David Cameron, who will soon resign, watches a parade during Armed Forces Day at Cleethorpes, England, on 
June 25. An online petition seeking a second referendum on Brexit has prompted an extraordinary reaction, garnering more than 1 
million names. (PA via Associated Press/Peter Byrne)



Iowa linebacker Aaron Mends blocks Maryland’s punt attempt in Kinnick Stadium on Oct. 31, 2015. The Hawkeyes defeated 
the Terrapins, 31-15. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo) 

Brooks saw the majority 
of Iowa football history and 
was also a mainstay on the 
basketball court. In addition, 
he also covered the Cedar 
Rapids Kernels and spent 
a large portion of his life 
around high-school athletics.

A simply incredible 
person, Brooks covered 
six Rose Bowls and was a 

10-time winner of the Iowa 
Sportscaster of the Year 
award. The press box at 
Kingston Stadium in Ce-
dar Rapids is named after 
him, and his family still re-
sides in the metro area.

He’s also a member of 
the College Football Hall 
of Fame and won the Chris 
Schenkel Award from the 
National College Football 
Foundation, in addition to 
many other honors.

“Bob was a consummate 
professional in every way,” 

current Iowa play-by-play 
announcer Gary Dolphin 
said in a release. “From 
shirt and tie to his famous 
hats. Bob was the most 
straightforward and fair 
play-by-play broadcaster I 
ever met. He always found 
a silver lining in Iowa’s 
performance and the oppo-
nent’s. Win or lose.”

It’s hard to quantify the 
effect Brooks had on so 
many people involved with 
sports in eastern Iowa. 
After news of his passing 

spread, a number of Iowa 
media personalities shared 
their professional memo-
ries of him, but to say his 
impact came just to those 
who worked with him 
would simply not be true.

Brooks worked with all 
levels of athletes and so 
many people had a memo-
ry of him — even if it was 
a brief, fleeting one — they 
could immediately recall.

If you do a quick search, 
the words “professional” and 
“gentleman” and “a friend” 

come up over and over 
again. He carried himself in 
a way that few people ever 
will, and the aura of respect 
seemed to flow from him.

Brooks was often the 
first person to shoot a ques-
tion to Iowa head football 
coach Kirk Ferentz in his 
press conferences, and ev-
ery athlete he interviewed 
understood he was a per-
son to be respected.

“Bob was a top-notch 
professional,” Iowa head 
football coach Kirk Ferentz 

said in a release. “He was a 
warm, genuine human be-
ing who truly loved his work 
and the people he worked 
with. To have a friendship 
with him made the last 17 
years of my life better.”

Few people will ever be 
as universally beloved as 
Brooks was, and he — nor 
his giant tape recorder — 
will ever be forgotten.

Brooks is survived by 
his wife, Susie, and son 
Rob as well as grandsons 
Peter and Blair.
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CONTINUED FROM 8

By JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

Part 8 of the Daily Io-
wan’s summer previews 
of Big Ten football

Maryland football has 
been relatively lost in the 
deep, dark woods of college 
football since joining the 
Big Ten two years ago.

Getting turned around 
in a forest is not fun, and I 
think the group of college 
students from the state of 
Maryland in The Blair Witch 
Project would probably agree 
with that sentiment.

Lost. Without a map. 
And little piles of rocks ap-
pearing around their tent 
and something supernatu-
ral hunting them.

Terrifying.
It also sort of illustrates 

the first two years of Mary-
land’s time in the Big Ten, 
if you’ll bear with me for a 
moment. A newbie trying 
to exist among most of the 
conference heavyweights 
by virtue of being in the 
East Division and seeing 
a number of the stronger 
teams in West Division 
during its initial seasons 
as well.

Not a particularly fun 
place to be. New to a con-
ference and every other 
team wants to put it in 
its place. It’s led to a 5-11 

mark in the Big Ten over 
the Terrapins’ first two 
years in the conference, 
including a truly dreadful 
1-7 mark last year.

In fact, after falling to 
2-4 and 0-2 in the Big Ten 
to begin 2015, Randy Ed-
sall was dragged off into 
the forest, never to be seen 
or heard from again. (Just 
kidding, he’s with the De-
troit Lions now.)

Interim head coach 
Mike Locksley led the 
Terrapins for the rest of 
the season, going 1-5 be-
fore being let go at the 
end of the year.

D.J. Durkin, a recruit-
ing wunderkind who 
spent time under Jim 
Harbaugh and Urban 
Meyer, has a chance to 
turn the program around. 
Maryland made a smart 
choice to let Edsall go ear-
ly in the year, which al-
lowed it plenty of time to 
find a head coach it liked.

Durkin was formally 
announced on Dec. 2 and 
got things going early. 
Maryland’s 2017 recruit-
ing class is ranked 25th by 
247Sports, and that lives 
up to his lofty reputation 
for getting top college ath-
letes to programs he has 
worked for.

This season will very like-
ly be a struggle for the Terra-

pin coaching staff as they try 
to get their program headed 
in the right direction. One 
of the most pressing issues 
for the team will be to find a 
starting quarterback.

Seniors Perry Hills 
and Caleb Rowe are the 
presumptive front-run-
ners for the position, 
though redshirt fresh-
man Gage Shaffer could 
have a chance as well if 
they are ineffective.

Hills and Rowe split 
time last year, with neither 
showing a whole lot. Hills 
threw for 1,001 yards along 
with 8 touchdowns and 13 
interceptions.  Rowe was 
worse, gaining just 894 
yards through the air and 
being picked off 15 times.

Hills did find some suc-
cess running the ball, car-
rying it 109 times for 535 
yards. His dual-threat 
capability plus his slight-
ly better decision-making 
should give him an advan-
tage in the race, though 
nothing is certain.

A smattering of oth-
er offensive players also 
return, and whoever the 
quarterback is, he will 
have someone to throw to. 
Running back Brandon 
Ross graduated as well, 
and that position is still 
up in the air.

Defensively, the Terra-

pins were among the worst 
units in the nation. Mary-
land’s rushing defense al-
lowed a little more than 
162 yards per game (54th 
nationally), and that was 
really the team’s only high-
light on that side of the ball.

Edsall’s and Locksley’s 
crew ranked 103rd in scor-
ing defense (34.4 points per 
game) and 104th in pass-

ing defense (258.4 yards 
per game). Those num-
bers are about as far from 
“good” as a Power-5 team 
can get, which perhaps is 
one of the reasons Durkin 
— who served as Michi-
gan’s defensive coordinator 
last year — was brought in.

However, Maryland 
fans should not expect too 
much, too quickly. Trying 

to rush something never 
ends well for anyone.

Just ask the directors 
and crew of the second 
Blair Witch movie, which 
got a solid 13 percent rat-
ing from Rotten Tomatoes.

Now that’s really scary.

Follow @JordyHansen 
for Iowa and Big Ten news, 
updates, and analysis.

Terping, maybe tripping, into the future

Ex-Hawks compete 
in swimming, 
diving trials

Two former Hawkeye athletes 
competed at the U.S. Olympic 
Diving Team Trials from June 
18-through Sunday.

Iowa alumnus Addison Boschult 
competed in Indianapolis over the 
weekend, finishing 17th in the men’s 
platform competition. Boschult 
qualified for the semifinal of the 
event with a score of 292.35 during 

preliminaries, but his overall score of 
570.90 after the semifinal round was 
not enough to make the finals.

Deidre Freeman-Huff, a 2011 
graduate of the Iowa women’s 
diving program, also competed at 
the Olympic trials. Freeman-Huff 
placed ninth in the women’s 
3-meter springboard competition, 
finishing the finals with a score 
of 840.90. 

Mike Nelson, another 2016 Iowa 
graduate of the men’s swimming 
and diving program, traveled to 
Omaha over the weekend to com-

pete in the USA swimming trials. 
Nelson finished 43rd in the men’s 
100-breaststroke, his only event. 

Nelson had the 46th-fastest 
qualifying time in the event, but 
his 1:02.62 finish bumped him up 
three spots.

— by Blake Dowson



• Faculty Recruit Seminar, Infectious Diseases, 
Prajwal Gurung, 9 a.m., C44-A UIHC General Hospital
• Gateway to Tippie, 9 a.m., 40 high-school 
students from Iowa and Chicago will be on campus 
learning about business, 9 a.m., S401 Pappajohn 
Business Building
• ICON (powered by Canvas) for TAs, 9 a.m., 2523 
University Capitol Center
• Writing Center Weekly Meeting Enrollment 
Program, 9:30 a.m.-3?30 p.m., 110 EPB
• Sleep Case Conference, noon, UIHC N320 General Hospital

• Pulmonary Clinical Conference, 12:30 p.m., 
C44-A General Hospital
• ICON (powered by Canvas) Overview and Con-
tent, 1 p.m., 2523 University Capitol Center
• Endocrine Fellows’ Curriculum Lecture Series, 
Janet Schlechte, 2 p.m., E423-1 General Hospital
• Endocrine Clinical Conference, Asma Al Zougbi, 4 
p.m., E423-1 G

today’s events

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.
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Daily Break

Questions I’ve Asked Myself 
Recently

• Am I the only one hoping 
#Brexit will domino into a col-
lapse of all of the world’s politics, 
thereby getting us out of the 
upcoming election?

• Why is it fair for people to 
just invite you to things they 
know you probably don’t want 
to go to, thereby giving you the 
horrible obligation of having 
to lie to them about how you’re 
busy — because they know 
you’re not busy, you’re just going 
to be sitting at home, alone, 
slowly nibbling away on a brick 
of cheese?

• How come nobody ever accosts 
me in the Ped Mall on the days 
when I do have two minutes to 
talk about climate change?

• If it is what it is, is it isn’t what it 
isn’t — or isn’t what it is also what 
it isn’t, if what it is … isn’t it?

• If I could legally marry a Bed 
Bath & Beyond, would we have 
to register elsewhere? Would it 
be too tacky to just register at a 
different Bed Bath & Beyond?

• How are there people in this 
country with such overwhelming 
confidence that they can enu-
merate with absolute assuredness 
every single bad thing that will 
happen if “that other person” 
gets elected, whereas if I order 
a club sandwich and instead get 
a Reuben, I actually persuade 
myself that a Reuben was what I 
wanted all along?

Andrew R. Juhl questions you for 
questioning his self-questioning.

I have learned to use the word ‘impossible’ with the greatest caution.
— Wernher von Braun

KRUI  
     programming

MONDAY
8 A.M.-9 THE MORNING
9 NEWS AT NINE
11 THE LIT SHOW
12 P.M. NEWS AT NOON
1-2 OFF THE IVY
2-3 THE NFL
3-4 MISS JUNE’S GARAGE
4-5 MONDAY BS
5-6 NEWS AT FIVE
6-7 YEW PINEY MOUNTAIN
7-8 UNKNOWN ORIGIN
10-11 THE KGB
11-1 A.M. NIC @ NIGHT

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Old emotions will surface. Keep your 
thoughts to yourself until you have sorted out exactly what needs to 
be done. Use your intelligence, and concentrate on your work to bring 
about personal changes that will lead to greater benefits. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): A friendly push will help you get things 
up and running. Share your ideas, and you’ll get feedback that will be 
encouraging and insightful. Make personal or physical changes, and 
make romance a priority. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Quickly size up the situations you are fac-
ing, and refuse to be coaxed into something you are not interested in. 
Protect against emotional manipulation, and concentrate on improving 
your life. Avoid selfish people. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Let situations unfold naturally. You will 
do remarkably well if you engage in a personal challenge. Your unique 
ideas will be well-received and give you a platform that will allow you 
to make prosperous improvements. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Show everyone how adaptable you are. Share 
your thoughts, and offer suggestions that will enhance whatever 
changes are taking place. Being a part of what’s going on around you 
will give you greater control over the situations you face. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Take care of your responsibilities before 
taking on projects that will not benefit you personally. Reconnect with 
someone from your past who has always offered good advice. Romance 
will help bring you closer to someone you love. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Fight for what you believe in, and don’t let 
yourself be taken advantage of or pushed aside. Use your intelligence 
to outsmart anyone who tries to outmaneuver you. Refuse to let your 
emotions take over and lead to a poor choice. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Learn as you go, and create new possibilities 
that can catapult you into the forefront of a cause, project, or new beginning 
you are trying to achieve. Love is in the stars, and sharing your feelings and 
experiences with someone special will make them that much richer. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Uncertainty and confusion will be 
costly. Don’t believe everything you hear, or take anything for granted. 
Unusual circumstances will arise, and you’ll want to be prepared to deal 
with any problems that develop. Stick close to home, and protect your 
reputation and possessions.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Listen, but don’t jump just because 
someone else makes a move. Patience will be your saving grace when it 
comes to investments, negotiations, and goals you want. Make plans to 
do something special with someone you love. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Use your intelligence to decide how 
things should unfold. Don’t leave anything to chance. Figure out the 
most feasible way to move forward with matters concerning your voca-
tion or financial situation, and proceed with a positive attitude. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Do what works best for you, and don’t con-
cern yourself with what everyone else is doing. Once you have achieved 
your goal, you can focus on having a good time with the people you 
love. Home improvements are favored.
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‘BOB BROOKS WAS ONE OF THE NICEST HUMAN 
BEINGS I HAVE EVER ENCOUNTERED. I'M IN TEARS 
IN RIGHT NOW.‘

BRENDAN STILES @THEBSTILES

‘EVERY PLAYER SMILED WHEN BOB 
HELD OUT THE TAPE RECORDER THE 
SIZE OF A BUICK. IT WILL NEVER BE 
THE SAME. I’M HAVING A MANHATTAN.’

MARC MOREHOUSE @MARCMOREHOUSE 

‘BOB BROOKS WAS A LEGEND IN THE BUSINESS 
AND A GENTLEMAN IN LIFE. BLESSED TO HAVE 
SHARED SO MANY GREAT MEMORIES WITH SUCH 
A SPECIAL PERSON.’

MATT WEITZEL @BIGWEITZ

‘I GREATLY ADMIRED BOB BROOKS' PASSION 
AND DEDICATION FOR THE RADIO PROFESSION. 
MAY WE ALL FIND SOMETHING WE ARE SO 
PASSIONATE ABOUT.’

BRENT BLUM @BRENTBLUM

'BOB BROOKS. FOREVER IN OUR 
HEARTS. ONCE A HAWKEYE, ALWAYS A 
HAWKEYE | #HAWKEYES'

@HAWKEYEFOOTBALL

BOB BROOKS
1926-2016

FAREWELL TO A
HAWKEYE LEGEND

Photo illustration and design by Margaret Kispert

Bob Brooks, the legendary Iowa broadcaster, died on 
June 25 at age 89.

Brooks began his career in 1943, working for WSUI be-
fore graduating from Franklin High School in Cedar Rap-
ids in 1944. A University of Iowa graduate, Brooks stuck 
around the Cedar Rapids area, covering everything from 
prep sports to Iowa football and even the Olympics.

He also had long stints with KCRG (1949-1976), KHAK 
(1977-2000), and KMRY from 2000 up until his illness.

By JORDAN HANSEN | jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

SEE BROOKS , 5
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